























South Georgia Conference: News

Plans for New Conference Center Announced

BY KARA WITHEROW*

Detailed plans have been announced
for a new South Georgia Conference
Center, to be located on the grounds of
Wesleyan College in Macon.

During the 2009 session of the South
Georgia Annual Conference, the South
Georgia Conference of the United
Methodist Church approved the design,
fundraising and building of an 8,000
square foot Conference Center.

Renting property for office space
since the South Georgia Episcopal Area
was formed 21 years ago, the
Conference now believes that it is time
to own property instead of rent. The
new Conference Center will allow many
conference offices to work under the
same roof instead of being dispersed in
multiple office buildings. It also gives
the conference the ability to design the
space to fit their needs and optimize
work flow and delivery of services to
the conference.

After meeting and working with
Episcopal Office and Administrative
Services personnel — the conference
entities that will comprise the majority
of the center’s office space — projecting
future growth needs, and including
mechanical space, the Conference
Office Task Force concluded that a
larger building was needed than the
8,000 square foot building originally
planned. The proposed conference
center will now measure 10,600 square
feet and will include a 2,720 square foot
conference and meeting area.

The task force was approved to build
the center at a cost not to exceed $2
million, but now estimate that
$2,900,000 will be needed. With
$487,750 in hand as of September 2,

2009, the remaining funds will be
received from private donors, not local
churches.

“We will accept gifts from anyone
in the conference or beyond,” said Dr.
Hal Brady, chairman of the task force.
“All funds will be raised through
special giving. This will not be an
apportioned item to the local churches
beyond what is already being
apportioned to pay for the rented office
space.”

During the fundraising portion of the
project, which will launch in January,
2010, charitable foundations will be
contacted and asked to give charitable
gifts to fund the building project.
Individuals who come to the attention
of the committee will also be
approached with an invitation to make a
special gift to the project.

Additional design work and detailed
drawings will be prepared while the
fundraising is ongoing, said Dr. Brady.
Groundbreaking will occur once
funding is secured.

The task force, headed by Dr. Brady
and comprised of clergy and lay leaders
from across the conference, has been
working with architect Bob Brown,

conference trustees and Wesleyan
College officials. Because of
zoning regulations in the Wesleyan
College area of Macon, the South
Georgia Annual Conference will
buy the land, build the center, and
lease it from Wesleyan College for
$1 per year for 99 years. The North
Alabama Conference has a similar
relationship with Birmingham
Southern College.

Architectural drawings of the
proposed conference center show a
building that reflects the look and
feel of existing Wesleyan College
structures, with a brick exterior,
curved windows and cupola.

*KARA WITHEROW is the South
Georgia Advocate editor.

If you are interested in
making a financial
contribution to this project,
please contact Dr. Brady’s
administrative assistant,
Maggie Roberson, at 706-
327-4343 or by email at
maggie@sltukeum.com.

Thomasville District Leadership Training Event
January 30, 2010 at Albany First United Methodist Church

“Equipping for Ministry” is a one day district-wide training event designed to equip congregational leaders with tools to
be effective in the area they have been called to serve. Cost for the event is $7. Please contact the Thomasville District
Office (229-228-4081) for more information. Workshops include: Advocacy = Children’s Ministry = Clergy Roundtable
= Communications * Finance and Stewardship = Lay Leader = Natural Church Development = Nurture = Older Adult
Ministry = Outreach = Pastor-Parish Relations Committee = Trustees * VBS — And More! = Witness =

Youth Ministry
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MissionlInsite provides free demographic
Information to South Georgia congregations

BY KARA WITHEROW*

Missionlnsite, a Columbus-based
company providing denominational
agencies and congregations with
demographic research, real-time
congregant analysis and easy to use
web-based discovery tools, is the new
provider of demographic information
for the South Georgia Conference.

“Missionlnsite is a means through
which we can do some pretty
extensive demographic analysis for all
of the churches in the South Georgia
Conference,” said Dr. Jerry Roe,
pastor of Byron United Methodist
Church and conference liaison for
MissionlInsite. “It really is amazing
the amount of data that is contained
within their database.”

Falling under the umbrella of the
New & Revitalized Congregational
Development Office, the
MissionInsite system provides more
than 50 variables of current
demographic information on the
MissionInsite website
(www.missioninsite.com). The
MissionInsite website not only
provides instant access to
demographic data, but also has tools
that will allow congregations to
conduct their own mission discovery
and analysis in real-time. Plus, the
user-friendly system is free to all
South Georgia United Methodist
congregations.

“This is a free service; it’s paid for
by the conference,” Dr. Roe said. “It’s
enormous what it can do for church
ministries.”

A replacement to the Percept
system and in use around the
conference for the past two years,
Missionlnsite extracts information
from a variety of community
demographic products, including
census data, geographic data, client
data, new residential development
data, parcel data and aerial

imagery. Three different levels of
reporting — from a four-page report to
an 18-page report — are available to
local churches and congregations.

The beauty of the database, said Dr.
Roe, is that it provides demographic
information for the conference, districts,
and local churches, and data can be
detailed down to county, zip codes and
even neighborhoods. The data provides
detailed information to even the
household level and gives insight into
people’s spending, their magazine
subscriptions, lifestyle trends, and much
more. It even provides information
about an area’s population density, and
for the first time, there are noted
electronic boundaries for the
conference. Every church is plotted by
satellite and can tell a user, down to two
to three feet, where every church in the
conference is located.

“Missionlnsite gives the local church
access to the same broad and deep
market research that leading retailers
and manufacturers have and use all the
time,” said Rev. Scott Hagan, pastor of
Waverly Hall and Ellerslie United
Methodist Churches. “It helps the local
church see how families in our
neighborhood live and where their
priorities are, which really helps us
understand our neighbors better.”

Rev. Hagan says that MissionInsite
has been a great tool to help educate
church leaders at Waverly Hall and
Ellerslie about the changes their
communities have undergone in the past
decade. Learning that 200 young
children, kindergarten age and younger,
live within five miles of one of the
churches helped them reinvest and
refocus their children’s ministries.

“We’ve learned that families are
moving here for the great education that
is provided by the Harris County
schools, and the church fails them if we
don’t also offer them faith formation.

“We’re in communities that have

changed,” he said. “Missionlnsite
helps us see what others are seeing
about how our communities are
changing. When the church can
better understand our neighbors we
are better able to serve them.”

Missionlnsite was co-founded
by Mike Regele, Chuck Salter and
Peter Wernett, all of whom have
been providing mission planning
resources to regional and national
church agencies as well as local
churches across the United States
for more than 20 years. All three
are ordained clergy, including two
United Methodists, who have
served both within either a regional
or national agency as well as
served in firms providing
demographic services.

The General Board of
Discipleship of The United
Methodist Church has formed a
strategic alliance with
Missionlnsite designed to benefit
Annual Conferences in the United
States and their churches.
Missionlnsite currently has 28
United Methodist Annual
Conferences as clients.

“MissionInsite doesn’t create
new ministry,” Rev. Hagan
said. “It’s not a cookie-cutter
program for starting new things,
but it gives you insight into the
mission you're already committed
to. We’re committed to making
disciples, and it gives us insight
into what that might look like in
our context.”

To learn more about how your
church can use MissionlInsite,
contact Dr. Jerry Roe at 478-956-
5717.

*KARA WITHEROW is the South
Georgia Advocate editor.
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Office of Connectional Ministries

Nurture Café serves up practical training

BY KARA WITHEROW*

The South Georgia Conference Nurture Team,
charged with equipping the local church in nine
areas of ministry, has created a unique and
specialized way to bring practical training in a
variety of ministry areas to churches in the South
Georgia Conference.

Called the Nurture Cafe, it is designed to “feed”
the local church by offering a “menu” of “entrees”
(workshops) from which local churches can “place
orders.”

Churches can order “a la carte” (a single
workshop) or a “combo” (two or more workshops).
Once an order is placed, a “server,” or presenter,
will tailor the training to the specific ministry needs
of the local church.

“The Nurture Team really encompasses a wide
variety of ministry areas, and we were trying to
figure out the best way to get in the local churches
and help,” said Allison Eastin, chair of the Nurture
Team. “We talked about it and realized that all the
churches are different shapes, different sizes, have
different personalities and very individual needs.
By taking these kinds of workshops into the local
churches we can really tailor them more to their
individual needs.”

Serving the local church in the areas of Christian
formation, education, small group ministries,
worship and stewardship, membership care, age-
level ministries, children and youth camps, older
adult ministries, family ministries and outdoor
ministries, the ways the Nurture Team can serve
congregations through the Nurture Café are endless,
say Eastin. With the Young Adult Missional
Priority Team now under the umbrella of the
Nurture Team, the Nurture Café will be adding
young adult ministry workshops and new Christian
education workshops to the 2010 Café menu.

“The possibilities for how churches can use these
different workshops are endless,” she said. “That’s
what’s exciting to me; there’s so much potential.
When a church calls, we are very interested in what
their individual needs are. We really want to tailor
the way we present the different workshops to their
needs.”

Workshops can be used as a Wednesday Night
Program, a day-long or multi-day training event, a
Bible study, for a volunteer training or appreciation,
or a special emphasis event.

The Nurture Café’s first “order” was from
Speedwell United Methodist Church in Savannah.
The Nurture Café’s SHAPE workshop was

Speedwell UMC’s kick-off event
and Friday night program for their
August leadership retreat.

In October, Putney United
Methodist Church and Palmyra
United Methodist Church, both in
Albany, joined together to host
two workshops.

All three churches have placed
follow-up orders with the Nurture
Café.

“Making an impact
Conference-wide can seem like
a monumental task at times,”
Eastin said. “But the Nurture
Café is able to tailor to the
individual needs of the church
and then the ripple effect can
grow within the Conference!”

*KARA WITHEROW is the South
Georgia Advocate editor.
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2010 Annual Conference Session

Plans are taking shape for the 2010
South Georgia Annual Conference
session scheduled for June 6-9 in
Tifton, Ga. at the University of
Georgia Tifton Campus Conference
Center. The theme of the conference
will be “Sowing the Word.”

The Annual Conference Session
Program Committee met in Tifton
recently to evaluate the 2009
conference and to begin planning for
2010. While many of the normal
conference routines will remain,
several schedule changes were
determined at the meeting.

Sunday evening will be a time of
conference-wide worship in the John
Hunt Auditorium beginning at 7:00
p-m. Currently, we are looking at a
service of singing favorites from the
Cokesbury hymnal and an evening
message. A reception will follow this
evening worship experience.

The laity session and clergy
session will begin at 8:30 a.m. on
Monday. The laity will gather in the
John Hunt Auditorium and the clergy
will meet in the Conference Center
Ballroom.

Bishop James R. King, Jr. will
preach in an opening worship service
scheduled for 10:00 a.m. in the John
Hunt Auditorium. The first plenary
session will begin at 11:15 a.m.

The worship service to commission
new provisional clergy will be held

Monday at 2:00 p.m. The ordination
service for Full Elders and Full
Deacons will be at 7:30 p.m. with
Bishop Richard Looney preaching.

Recognition of retiring clergy will
be held on Tuesday at 11:00 a.m. The
Memorial Service for deceased clergy
and clergy spouses will be held
Tuesday at 2:00 p.m.

Woven between worship services
will be plenary sessions for
information sharing, celebration,
inspiration, and decision-making.
Bishop Richard Wilke, of Disciple
Bible Study fame, will be with us to
teach on Tuesday and Wednesday.

Perhaps the most unique aspect of
the 2010 Annual Conference will be
the sending forth service late
Wednesday morning. In addition to
challenging the conference and
finalizing the appointments, Bishop
King will distribute to each clergy a
token of their commitment for faithful
service for the coming year.
Simultaneously Roy Blackwood,
Conference Lay Leader, will be
presenting each lay member of the
Annual Conference with the same
token.

All conference business and
worship sessions will be held at the
University of Georgia Tifton Campus
Conference Center, which is located
on the Abraham Baldwin College
campus.

“The Annual Conference Session
Planning Committee is constantly
evaluating the conference experience
based on the feedback received from
conference participants. Our goal is
to glorify Christ, to edify the body of
Christ known as the South Georgia
Annual Conference, and to highlight
our disciple-making mission,” said
Dr. Brad Brady, Assistant to the
Bishop for Connectional Ministries,
in speaking for the committee.

“The changes in this year’s
schedule are in response to
suggestions we have received, to the
new location where we will be
conferencing, and to the Christlike
spirit we hope to enhance in our
gathering.”

Tifton First United Methodist
Church planning team is well
underway in making preparation for
our gathering.

Members are encouraged to go to
the South Georgia Annual
Conference website
(www.sgaumc.org) for information
about lodging and additional
information as plans become firm.

The Annual Conference Session
Program Committee will meet next
week to solidify the next stage of
logistical details.

Annual Conference Information

HOTELS: A list of hotels that have been blocked for the
2010 South Georgia Annual Conference of the United
Methodist Church can be found at www.tiftonfirstumec.org.

The cut off date for making reservations with these properties
is April 30, 2010. When making reservations, each person
will need to inform the hotel that they are with the United
Methodist Convention in order to get the special rates.

BANQUETS: To book a banquet or special event, contact
Sissy Martin at Tifton First UMC at (229) 382-6100 or

sissyrmartin(@gmail.com.

DISPLAYS: A display space costs $50. Reservations for the
space must be made prior to the conference. If you would
like to have a display, please contact Tyrone at (229) 386-
0216 or email at spearmanagency@friendlycity.net

LUNCH OPTION: Lunch will be available for those
interested at the ABAC dining hall on Monday and
Tuesday. The meal cost is $6.30, which includes beverage
and dessert. Transportation will be provided to and from
the ABAC dining hall both days.
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Sexual Ethics
Workshops

Sponsored By: Commission on Pastoral Counseling
Below are the dates that have been set for the 2010
Sexual Ethics Workshop for Clergy. These workshops are
required every three years for persons serving under
appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors,
extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). Cost is $5
for lunch (collected at the door). To register, please e-
mail cpcassistant@sgaumec.com. This event is sponsored
by the Conference Commission on Pastoral Counseling.

Thursday, February 11, 2010
Epworth By The Sea
St. Simons Island, GA
10:00 am — 4:00 pm

Tuesday, April 27, 2010
St. Paul United Methodist Church
Columbus, GA
9:00 am — 3:00 pm

Thursday, September 9, 2010
Porterfield United Methodist Church
Albany, GA
9:00 am— 3:00 pm

2010 Special Sundays

Human Relations Day January 17 *

Andrew College Sunday February 14 **
Volunteers in Mission Awareness Sunday February 21 **
Kingdom Builders Promotion Sunday February 28 **

One Great Hour of Sharing March 14 *
Native American Awareness April 18 *
Magnolia Manor Sunday May 9 **
Peace With Justice May 30 *
Wesley Glen Day June 20 **
Golden Cross Sunday July 4 *

Christian Education Sunday
Methodist Children's Home

World Communion Day

Vashti Day

Wesleyan College Day

United Methodist Student Day
United Methodist Global AIDS Fund

* General Church Offerings
** Annual Conference Special Offerings

August 15 **
September 19**
October 3 *
October 17 **
November 14 **
November 28 *
December 5 **

For General Church Offering resources visit www.umcgiving.org.

Rev. Jim Rush,
Dr. Evelyn Laycock to
lead Older Adult Retreat

Mark your calendars for the 2010 Older Adult Retreat,
“Enduring Faith — A Heart of Wisdom,” set for April 12-14,
2010, at Epworth By The Sea. The South Georgia
Conference Older Adult Retreat is an exciting retreat that
offers senior adults an opportunity to discover, develop, and
fulfill their God-given purpose. This year’s retreat will focus
on Psalm 136 and Psalm 90. The guest preacher will be the
Rev. Jim Rush and leading the bible study sessions will be
Dr. Evelyn Laycock. Since worship and spiritual growth are
the main focus of this retreat, participants are able to totally
immerse themselves in the atmosphere and become
spiritually renewed. There will also be a professional tract
offered for those interested in receiving continuing education
credit or who are simply interested in leading life changing
older adult ministries within their congregation. These
classes will be taught by the Rev. Dr. Rick Gentzler, the
director of the Center on Aging and Older-Adult Ministries
for the General Board of Discipleship for the United
Methodist Church. For more information, please contact
Diane Giles at the Connectional Ministries Office at (888)
266-7642 or by email at diane(@sgaumc.com.

Winter Camp Meeting

Sponsored By: Epworth By The Sea

Epworth By The Sea is hosting the 2010 Winter Camp
Meeting January 24-27 under the theme “Seek Ye First."
Bishop James King will be preaching Sunday night. Guest
preachers include Revs. Don Kea, Jim Trice, Vance Mathis,
Jim Rush and Herchel Sheets. Rev. Bill Mallard will be the
Bible study leader. Music leaders will be Mr. Jason Patton and
Ms. DeDe Singleton and area choirs. For more information,
visit www.epworthbythesea.org.

Church Planting Seminar

Sponsored By: Harvest Church

Harvest Church in Warner Robins will be hosting a Church
Planting Seminar on March 1, 2010. Mark your calendar and
watch for more information. For questions e-mail
questions@harvestchurch4u.org.

Georgia Clergy Spouse Retreat
April 16-18

UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat
March 26-28

UMM Spring Retreat
April 16-18
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Conference Coordinated Calendar 2010

JANUARY
20 Conference Center Task Force

26-28 Confirmation Retreat 1, EBTS*
27 Using All God’s Tools — Technology

APRIL

2

Conferences Offices Closed

Meeting, Macon Training, Nashville UMC 6-7  Appointment Making Session 5
24 Bishop King preaching in Waycross 27~ NRCD*** Meeting, Centenary UMC, ~ 12-14 Older Adult Retreat, EBTS*

District . . Macon 13-14 Appointment Making Session 6
24-27 Epworth Winter Camp Meeting, 28  Bishop King preaching in 15  Extended Cabinet Meeting

EBTS* Thomasville District 16-18 United Methodist Men’s Retreat,
25  Annual Conference Program 28  Kingdom Builders Promotion EBTS*

Committee Meeting, EBTS* Sunday 16-18 Georgia Clergy Spouse Retreat
26  Extended Cabinet Meeting, EBTS* 18  Native American Awareness Sunday
27 Full Cabinet Meeting, EBTS* MARCH 24  Celebration Day at the Macon
28  Cabinet Meeting, EBTS* 1 Church Planting Seminar, Harvest Campus of The Methodist Children’s
30 Thomasville District Training, Albany Church, Warner Robins Home

First UMC 2-3  Appointment Making Session 3 27  Sexual Ethics Workshop, Columbus
FEBRUARY 4 gghunr?olncr'\l/lua:ggnDevelopment Coach MAY
5-13 Licensing School for Local Pastors '

EBTS* 9 ’ 7-10 Board of Ordained Ministry Meeting, ~ 34  Natural Church Development
11 Sexual Ethics Workshop, EBTS* Macon Tralnlng Cvave 3, EBTST

’ 14  Bishop King preaching in Columbus 9 Magnolia Manor Sunday
ig 18 éngfeV\i io”eget SU”?,?AY y DiStI’iCR[ ap g 11 Transition Workshop for Moving
- abine ointment Makin i ;

Session 1pEBTS* 9 14  One Great Hour of Sharing Clergy, Tifton _
21 Bishop King preaching in Dublin 14 United Methodist Women Day 1o by <Shop for Moving

District 14  CFA* Budget Meeting Clergy, Dublin
21 V|sI r|<:t - Mission A 15 CFA* Meeting 17 Annual Conference Program

olunteers in Mission Awareness ' i

sund 16-17 Appointment Making Session 4 Committee Meeting
22 Cléﬂf;)énce Trustees Meetin 18 Full Cabinet Meeting I cabinet Meetlng i

Macon > 19-21 Confirmation Retreat 2, EBTS” ;g "Iz'lrjzlaln(szﬁizlr? ?/t/(h)/lrigﬂgg for Part-time
22 CFA* Budget Meeting 21 Bl_sh(_)p King preaching in Americus Local Pastors. Eastman
23 CFA** Meeting D's'.tr'Ct . . 30 P With \], tice Sund

26-28 United Methodist Women Spiritual eace With Justice sunday

24-25 Cabinet Appointment Making
Session 2

Growth Retreat, EBTS*

* Epworth By The Sea
* Council on Finance and Administration
b New and Revitalized Conareaational Development

Online Communicator
Office of Connectional Ministries

P.O. Box 20408, St. Simons Island, GA 31522
(912) 638-8626 - (888) 266-7642 - Fax (912) 638-5258
South Georgia Conference website: http://www.sgaumc.org
E-Mail Address: connectionalministries@sgaumc.com

The Online Communicator is published quarterly (Winter, Spring,
Summer, Fall) as an Adobe .pdf document and is available on the
conference website, http://www.sgaumc.org.

Connectional Ministries Staff
Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries:
Brad Brady — brad@sgaumc.com
Associate Director:

Doreen Smalls — doreen@sgaumc.com
Associate Director:

Adam Ricker — adam@sgaumc.com
Director of Communications:
Kelly Roberson — kelly@sgaumc.com
Editor, South Georgia Advocate:
Kara Witherow — kara@sgaumc.com
Information Technology Specialist:
Beverly Vendig — bev@sgaumc.com
Support Staff:

Diane Giles — diane@sgaumc.com
Support Staff:

Cathy Crawford — cathy@sgaumc.com
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Be There. Be Hope.
[ | [ |
I n H a I t I Give now to support relief efforts in Haiti.
= www.umcorhaiti.org

Residents in Port-au-Prince, Haiti search for survivors among the debris on
January 13, 2010, one day after a 7.0 earthquake rocked the country. Haiti’s
president said he feared thousands were dead after the presidential palace,
q schools, hospitals, and hillside shanties collapsed, leaving the Caribbean
1 I ) R nation appealing for international help.

United Methodist Committee on Relief REUTERS/Eduardo Munoz/Courtesy of www.Alernet.org

Be There. Be Hope. Give through The Advance to Haiti relief at
www.umcorhaiti.org





