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Hello, Beautiful People of the South Georgia Annual Conference! 

Our annual conference gathering promises to be filled with excitement and opportunities to focus 
on various ways to celebrate and initiate ministries that will help us grow as disciples of Jesus 
Christ.  

This year’s theme, We’re Better Together, highlights one of the Ten Timeless Values – 
fellowship. This past year we focused on the value of scripture under the theme of Know and 
Grow. Our goal was to have at least 20,000 South Georgia United Methodists reading one of the 
gospels by the time of the 2015 annual conference session. The emphasis on the value of 
fellowship for this year will encourage us to grow deeper in understanding why it is an essential 
element in our development as disciples of Jesus Christ. Furthermore, fellowship is a primary 
means by which we receive and give support through small group experiences. 

We are returning to Tifton, Georgia, where we have received wonderful hospitality along with 
accommodating facilities. There is, however, a new aspect to our conferencing experience, and 
that is the timing of annual conference. Rather than beginning with a gathering on Sunday 
evening, this year’s annual conference will begin on Wednesday afternoon at 2 p.m. and end 
Saturday at noon. This new arrangement will hopefully enhance our annual conference 
experience by providing more time to do our work at a less hectic pace and will be as renewing 
as it is rewarding. 

As members of the annual conference you will be electing delegates to General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences. We will be electing delegates electronically which will result in a 
faster election process. This will create additional space to highlight our theme for the year. 

Our special mission offering will support Wesley Foundations in South Georgia. I hope that all 
the members of annual conference will bring an offering from your congregation or agency to 
support this mission focus. 
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Our leadership includes some very special people: Dr. Christine Pohl, Associate Provost and 
Professor of Church and Society/Christian Ethics at Asbury Seminary, will present our teaching 
moments; Bishop Jonathan Keaton from the Illinois Area will preach at our 
Ordination/Commissioning Service; and Reverend Ronnie Wills, pastor of Thomasville First 
UMC, will preach at our Memorial Service. 

I look forward to seeing you at annual conference. Remember – God’s will for us is good. We 
must do the rest.  

Love and Prayers, 

 

James R. King, Jr. 



 
 
 

 
  
 
 
  

             
 
TO:   Lay and Clergy Members of the Annual Conference 
 
FROM: H. Craig Hutto, Conference Secretary 
 
DATE:  May 1, 2015 
 
The UGA Conference Center in Tifton, Georgia is the site for the 
2015 South Georgia Annual Conference session beginning on 
Wednesday, June 3, and ending on the afternoon of Saturday, June 6.  
The theme of the session is We’re Better Together, based on Matthew 
18:20, which will call us to a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ and 
with each other.  We will use this time to celebrate our many fruitful 
ministries and congregations whose efforts are intended to glorify God 
and give witness to Jesus Christ. 
 
The many volunteers of the South Central District are preparing to 
host our Conference with gracious hospitality and careful attention to 
all our logistical needs.  I am grateful for the diligence with which the 
Local Arrangements Committee, chaired by Mr. Lamar Martin and 
Mrs. Kelly Roberson, has approached the ministry of hosting our 
Conference. 
 
Included in this mailing is what we call the Book of 
Recommendations and Reports for the 2015 session of the South 
Georgia Annual Conference. It contains most of the business items 
coming before the Conference so you can read these materials before 
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arriving in Tifton.  A complete conference agenda can be found in the book.  We will again stream the 
business sessions and worship services live at www.sgaumc.org.  Several other reports will be distributed 
in the conference packets received during registration.  Please bring all the materials you receive with you 
to Tifton.  Please note that wireless internet capabilities may be limited at times in the Conference 
Center so you may want to download all appropriate materials before you arrive.  Also, the 
auditorium is often very cool; please bring adequate clothing. 
 
Registration will begin at 10:00 AM on Wednesday morning in the main lobby of the UGA Conference 
Center.  Our opening worship service will begin at 2:00 PM on Wednesday afternoon in the John Hunt 
Auditorium of the UGA Conference Center.  An offering will be received at each worship service: 
Wesley Foundations for our opening worship service on Wednesday afternoon; the Fund for Special 
Relief at our Memorial Service on Wednesday night; and the Ministerial Education Fund for our 
Ordination and Commissioning Service on Saturday morning.  
 

The Laity Orientation session will be held in the John Hunt Auditorium of the UGA Conference 
Center at 8:30 AM on Thursday morning.  The Clergy Session will be held in the Main Ballroom of 
the UGA Conference Center at 8:30 AM on Thursday morning.  These sessions will include very 
important business.  There should be ample time for informal discussion and fellowship after these 
sessions before the start of the business session at 10:00 AM in the John Hunt Auditorium.   
 
The South Georgia Conference will elect its delegation to the 2016 General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences during the Annual Conference session. We will elect FOUR (4) lay and FOUR (4) clergy 
delegates for the General Conference delegation and an additional FOUR (4) lay and FOUR (4) for the 
Jurisdictional Conference. Alternates will also be elected. A brochure with the laity who have declared 
their interest in being elected has been included in this mailing. A list of clergy who have declared their 
interest can be found on the conference website. Voting information can be found on page 6 of the Book 
of Recommendations and Reports. 
 
If another lay member is to attend in the place of the originally elected lay member (thus becoming the 
principal lay member), please pass these materials along so they can read them prior to Conference.  Also, 
we will need the name and contact information for the correct lay member shared with your district office 
or meredyth@sgaumc.com. Making corrections before May 15 will allow us to prepare nametags and 
registration cards for the appropriate person.  We look forward to seeing you in Tifton on June 3. 
 

Please note: There will be a $20 registration fee for all lay and clergy members.  Retired 
clergy not serving a church, along with guests and alternate lay members, are exempt from 
paying this fee.  This fee will be collected at the registration tables in Tifton.  Checks may be 
made payable to the South Georgia Annual Conference.   



Information for Conference  
Members and Visitors 

 
The Annual Conference Planning Committee and the Local Arrangements Committee are pleased to 
welcome you to Tifton for the 2015 South Georgia Annual Conference Session.  The next few pages 
contain information you will find helpful as you make plans to come to Tifton. Additional information 
and changes will be posted on the conference website, www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  Please 
contact us if you have any questions. 

Rev. Craig Hutto, Conference Secretary 
Lamar Martin & Kelly Roberson, Co-Chairs, Local Arrangements  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Venue & Driving Directions: All conference business and worship services will be held at the 
University of Georgia Tifton Campus Conference Center in Tifton, Ga. The conference center is 
located off of I-75 at Exit 64 at the intersection of U.S. Hwy 41 N.  The physical address is 15 RDC 
Road / Tifton, GA 31794. Alternate driving directions are included in this book. 
 
Hotels: For a list of hotel options please visit www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  
 
Registration: Registration will begin Wednesday morning, June 3 at 10:00 a.m. in the lobby of the 
Conference Center. The registration fee for all pastors and lay members to Annual Conference is $20. 
Retired clergy not serving a church are exempt from this fee. You will pay when you register at 
Annual Conference. Checks can be made out to the South Georgia Conference. 
 
Attending Annual Conference for the first time? Newcomers can learn about what to expect during 
a webinar scheduled for May 4 at 7:00 p.m. Make sure to check out the webinar details to follow. 
 
Special Lunch Option: Lunch will be available for those interested at the ABAC dining hall Thursday 
and Friday. The meal cost is $7.00, which includes all-you-can-eat of any and all of the menu 
items.  You can purchase your lunch tickets in the lobby of the Conference Center. A menu will be 
available. Transportation to and from the ABAC Dining Hall will be provided. Meet the buses right 
outside the main entrance to the Conference Center. 
 
Concessions:  Concessions will be available at the Conference Center. 

Displays: Display tables are an extension of reports presented at the annual conference session. The 
displays interpret and celebrate the program ministries of the annual conference. Various conference 
boards, committees, commissions, councils, teams and related agency displays will be located 
throughout the Conference Center.  

Medical Care: First aid and medical care will be available onsite. Should you need medical assistance 
please go to the information table and they will direct you to the EMT station.  

Tote Bags and Handbook Supplemental Reports: Supplemental reports are provided in a packet of 
materials you will receive upon registration. The conference thanks United Methodist Communications 
for providing the tote bags.  



Mission Emphasis: Those attending Annual Conference will have an opportunity to give donated 
items to our various conference agencies. Additional information is included in this book. 

Change in Lay Member: If there has been a change in the lay member representing your local 
church/charge, please make sure to pass this information on to the correct person.  Please share the 
change with Meredyth Earnest at meredyth@sgaumc.com or let your district office know. 
 
Childcare: Childcare will be available for infants through elementary age students at Tifton First 
UMC Children’s Building. Infant through pre-school childcare will be held for all worship services 
and business sessions.  Elementary age childcare will be available for business sessions only. Pre-
registration is REQUIRED by May 22 so we know how to plan for staffing, crafts, materials, snacks 
and lunch.  For more information and to register visit www.sgaumc.org/childcare or contact Allison 
Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com. 
 
Special Offering: This year's special offering will go to support South Georgia Wesley Foundations. 
Together with other local churches from across the Annual Conference, your church has the 
opportunity to collect a special offering prior to conference that will then be presented at the Opening 
Worship Service on Wednesday afternoon. Additional details are included in this book.   

Annual Conference Session will be streamed online: Even those who are not able to be in Tifton for 
the 2015 Annual Conference Session can still be a part of the 4-day event.  All worship services and 
business sessions will be streamed live online.  Visit www.sgaumc.org/annualconference for a detailed 
agenda and link to the streaming (beginning June 3). Make sure to tell others in your church. 

Social Media: A daily recap as well as an entire Annual Conference wrap-up, including a bulletin 
insert to use in telling the story of the Annual Conference session, will be posted online 
at www.sgaumc.org. Individuals can also follow the conference on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/sgaumc) or Twitter (www.twitter.com/sgaumc) for real time information during 
the conference session. Hashtag for the conference is #sgaumc. Make sure to participate in our Photo-
a-Day Challenge (information included in this book). 

Special Events: Special events and banquets are coordinated by various groups in our conference. 
Visit www.sgaumc.org/annualconference for a complete list. Please note that The Methodist 
Children’s Home invites all clergy and lay members for a complimentary dinner at the Conference 
Center on Wednesday evening following the afternoon business session. There will also be a reception 
following the Memorial Service on Wednesday night. 

Thursday Night Special Presentation: On Thursday evening, June 4, Swamp Gravy, the Official 
Folk Life Play of Georgia, will present a one-hour performance for conference members and guests at 
7:30 p.m. at the Conference Center. Swamp Gravy’s play will delight audiences of all ages and 
backgrounds. While steeped in Southern tradition, Swamp Gravy presents stories of universal appeal – 
stories about life and death, about family, and community. This free event is open to the surrounding 
community.	  

Questions:  For questions regarding the business of Annual Conference, please contact Rev. Craig 
Hutto at hcraighuttojr@gmail.com. For questions regarding local arrangements or any general 
questions, please contact Kelly Roberson at 912-270-6172 or kelly@sgaumc.com. 	  

 

www.sgaumc.org/annualconference 



Annual Conference Special Offering 
South Georgia Wesley Foundations  

The Special Offering for the 2015 South Georgia Annual Conference will go to support ministry 
with college students through our Wesley Foundations across the Conference.  

The college years are a critical time when exciting experiences, unique opportunities, and new 
responsibilities are encountered. Life-long relationships are formed, new worldviews are 
considered, questions of and commitments for faith are examined, and the highs and lows of life 
continue. Our Wesley Foundation ministries stand in the midst of this important time to offer a 
solid base on which students find support and experiences which can lead them to a deeper level 
of discipleship and confidence in the love of God for them. 

Our offering will touch many needs of our Wesley Foundation ministries. Your gifts may allow 
such things as funding servant leadership opportunities for interns, ensuring that students who 
desire to participate in mission experiences are able to do so, setting in motion deferred 
maintenance work on aging Wesley houses, or providing new space for growing ministries. The 
Commission on Higher Education and Campus Ministry will oversee the disbursement of this 
offering through consideration of requests from our campus ministries. 

As you participate in this very special offering, be assured that you will be making a difference. 
You will be touching the lives of college students in the coming years. You will be supporting a 
vibrant ministry of worship and service that goes on each week through our Wesley Foundations. 
And, you will be helping to make disciples of Jesus Christ and raising up leaders for our church 
and our world for many years to come.  

Your church is encouraged to take up an offering prior to annual conference. Your pastor 
and/or lay member to Annual Conference will then present it at the Opening Worship Service on 
Wednesday, June 3. Thank you for your support! 

South Georgia Wesley Foundations are in ministry at these colleges and universities: 
 
• Georgia Southwestern (Americus) 
• Fort Valley State 
• Georgia Southern (Statesboro) 
• Mercer, Middle Georgia State, Wesleyan (Macon) 
• Armstrong Atlantic State (Savannah) 
• Savannah State 
• SCAD (Savannah) 
• Valdosta State  

 

Material to help you promote the special offering, including a bulletin  
insert, can be found at www.sgaumc.org/specialoffering. 



UGA Tifton Campus Conference Center 
Directions and Alternate Routes 

Address 
The UGA Tifton Campus Conference Center is located at 15 RDC Road / Tifton, Georgia 31793. 

Main Route 
From South -- I-75 to Exit 64 (ABAC Exit). Turn Left and First Left  

From North – I-74 to Exit 64 (ABAC Exit). Turn Right and First Left 

Alternate Route from North 
Take Exit 66 (Brighton Road). Turn Right. At STOP sign turn Left, RDC Road is on Right past 
the Georgia Forestry Station 

Alternate Route from South 
Alternate 1:   Go to Exit 66 (Brighton Road). Turn Left. At STOP sign turn Left. RDC Road is 
on Right past the Georgia Forestry Station. 

Alternate 2:  Take Exit 63A or B. At top of either ramp turn Left. Follow road to Carpenter 
Road (on either Exit Carpenter Road is the First Red Light).  At Carpenter Road turn Right.  Go 
to Davis Road (approximately ½ mile past the Tifton Water Tower and YMCA). Take Davis 
Road to the Red Light (you will pass the ABAC Campus on the Left). At the light turn Left. 
Turn at the First Right (RDC Road). 

Alternate Route From the Hotels (On Hwy 82) 
Go west on Hwy 82.  At Lowes (Carpenter Road) turn Right. Go approximately 2 miles (through 
two red lights) to Davis Road (approximately ½ mile past the Tifton Water Tower and YMCA). 
Take Davis Road to the Red Light (you will pass the ABAC Campus on the Left).  At the light 
turn Left. Turn at the First Right (RDC Road). 

 

 

 

 



Parking at Annual Conference 
There should be plenty of spaces at the Conference Center with parking attendants to direct you.  
Should additional parking be needed, spaces will be available on the ABAC campus with shuttle 
service provided.  Golf carts will be available to transport anyone needing assistance.  Handicap 
parking for those with tags and decals will be available in the parking lots adjacent to the 
conference center (please note the map below).  Please observe all parking signs.  These areas 
will be monitored.  All parking is free.  

Handicap Parking 
Handicap Parking will be in the following locations (as marked on the map below).  

1. ALL paved parking spaces in front of the Tifton Campus Conference Center. 
2. 40 spots in the first paved parking lot on access road to Tifton Campus Conference 

Center. 
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Mission Outreach Emphasis 
 

Agencies within the bounds of our Annual Conference are changing lives. They are the hands 
and feet of Jesus Christ, helping others. We have an opportunity to show the strength in the 
connection and that “We’re Better Together” as we assist them in meeting the most basic needs, 
physically, emotionally and spiritually. We are grateful for their work and grateful to have an 
opportunity to help. Each of the agencies listed below will have a collection box in the lobby at 
Annual Conference. They have each selected an item that will help them in their day-to-day 
operation. So, let’s come together and fill up their boxes!  
 
Magnolia Manor: Puzzle books (crossword, seek a word, Sudoku), #2 lead pencils, 
manual pencil sharpeners 
Methodist Home: Body wash, boys/girls deodorant, hairbrushes/combs, 
shampoo/conditioner 
Open Door: Toiletries/Hygiene Items 
Vashti: Towels and Washcloths 
Wesley Community Centers: Boxed - Hypoallergenic Latex Gloves 
Wesley Glen: Antibacterial Wipes for Hands or Baby Wipes    
 

Informational Webinars 
Monday, May 4 at 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, May 7 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Rev. Craig Hutto, Conference Secretary, will present two free webinars for conference attendees. 
To register for the following webinars and to view documents that will be used during our 
Annual Conference Session visit www.sgaumc.org/annualconference. All you need to view the 
webinar is an internet connection. No special software required. 
 
Monday, May 4: Annual Conference Overview 
This webinar will help you navigate the 2015 Annual Conference Session. The Annual 
Conference Session can be daunting for those attending conference for the very first time. What 
is the Book of Recommendations and how do I use it? How do I prepare? Will I have to vote on 
anything? What do I need to report back to my local church? This webinar will explore these 
questions and much more. Whether this will be your first time or tenth time attending conference 
all are invited to participate. 
 
Thursday, May 7: Elections 
This webinar will focus on the elections of delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conferences, 
which will be held in May 2016 and July 2016, respectively. Craig will help navigate the process 
for voting electronically as well as explaining the responsibilities and duties of the delegates for 
their future work at both General and Jurisdictional Conferences. 



Clergy Breakout Session 
Thursday, June 4 

2:00 p.m. – 4: 30 p.m. 
 

As the laity elections are taking place, all clergy members to Annual Conference will have the 
opportunity to attend a clergy gathering. Focused on the theme "We’re Better Together," clergy 
will engage in teaching and discussion related to ministry best practices, coaching, small groups, 
affinity groups, and practical tools for working effectively as a team. CEU credit (0.25) provided 
for attendance. 

 
Laity Breakout Session 

Friday, June 5 
2:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. 

 
As the clergy elections are taking place, lay members to Annual Conference and guests will have 
an opportunity to attend workshops focusing on the ways “We’re Better Together” in Mission & 
Ministry. Each of the workshops listed below will be offered twice, once at 2:00 p.m. and again 
at 3:30 p.m. You will choose one workshop to attend in each time slot.  
 

2:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.  Workshop (Choose from 1, 2 or 3) 
3:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Break and move to next workshop 
3:30 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.  Workshop (Choose from 1, 2 or 3) 

 
1 - Better Together in Missions 
Mission Advocates from the General Board of Global Ministries, Jim & Bernice Keech, will 
share the connection and resources to Global Ministries, From Everywhere to Everywhere.  
 
2 - Better Together in Advocacy 
Kim Jenkins, Executive Director for Open Door Community Center in Columbus, Ga., will 
present Social Action Awareness: Human Trafficking. Kim serves on the National UMW Human 
Trafficking Committee. This workshop is sponsored by the South Georgia Conference United 
Methodist Women.  
 
3 - Better Together in Small Groups 
Anne Bosarge, Director of Discipleship at The Chapel UMC in Brunswick, Ga., will presents the 
keys to successful small group ministries, an important component for nurture ministries in the 
local church.  
 
 



PHOTO A DAY CHALLENGE 
We’re Better Together!  

 
	  

May 1  Listen 
May 2  Love 
May 3  Peace 
May 4  Justice 
May 5  Go 
May 6  Restore 
May 7  Blessed 
May 8  Family 
May 9  Thirst 
May 10 Team 
May 11 Serve 
May 12 Bread 
May 13 Cup 
May 14 Worship 
May 15 Invite 
May 16 Rest 
May 17 Home 
May 18 Scripture 
May 19 Alone 
May 20 Pray 
May 21 Play 
May 22 Joy 
May 23 Connect 
May 24 Encourage 
May 25 Accountability 
May 26 Gather 
May 27 Hope 

#bettertogether  #sgaumc 

May 28 Share 
May29 Nurture 
May 30 Family of God 
May 31 Global 
 
June 1 Friendship 
June 2 Advocacy 
June 3 Gather 
June 4 Connectional 
June 5 Fellowship 
June 6 Send 
 
 

Gather your pastor, church members, family & 
friends and drop by the PHOTO BOOTH located 
at the Office of Connectional Ministries display. 
table!  

Take a picture each day that expresses the “word of the day” and upload it to 
Facebook, Instagram and/or Twitter using the hashtags (#) below. 

We will journey through AC together! 



Blueprint for Wellness Is Coming 
Earn $100 HealthCash* and Up to 120 Wellness Points

Event:

Date:

Time:

Location:

Preregister by:

This year’s Blueprint for Wellness pays off more than ever. You’ll earn 
$100 HealthCash*, plus up to 120 Wellness Points on your path to  
150 Points (and $150 more in HealthCash), depending on your screening 
results. You’ll also gain personalized data on 30 health factors.

Blueprint for Wellness Highlights

open to participants and spouses in HealthFlex.

—$100 HealthCash* and Wellness Points. Both participant 
and spouse can earn incentives.

—Take the screening at our on-site event 
(details above) or at a local Quest Diagnostics facility. 

 at an on-site event or 
preregistered at a local Quest Diagnostics facility.

—Earn 20 Points for each of six health measures 
that meet the American Heart Association’s “healthy” guidelines 
(or for showing improvement vs. your 2014 Blueprint for Wellness 
results). Six health measures that meet the criteria = up to 120 
Wellness Points total. If you didn’t do Blueprint for Wellness in 2014, 
don’t miss out in 2015!

for the most accurate results. Ask your doctor if it is 
safe for you to fast.

  Share the results with 
your doctor. 

Preregister
 for on-site event; 

walk-ins are limited.  for screening  
at Quest Diagnostics facility to avoid  
out-of-pocket costs.

Register by phone:  
(employer group: “ ” or  
“ ”)

Register online:
Log into  and  
select “Quest Blueprint for Wellness.”

Reasonable alternatives or waivers will be 
made available for those who cannot achieve 
healthy or improved measures due to an 
underlying medical condition. Requests for a 
reasonable alternative may be made by e-mail 
(  ) or U.S. Mail 
(General Board of Pension and Health Benefits, 
Attention: Incentive Request, 1901 Chestnut Avenue, 
Glenview, IL 60025). We will work with you (and 
your doctor, if you wish) to find a reasonable 
alternative in order for you to be able to achieve 
the same reward.

4371/022415* Must be enrolled in Virgin Pulse to earn HealthCash. 

The 2015 Incentives FAQ includes details about preregistration, health 
measures and how to meet the incentive if you can’t get to an on-site 
event or Quest Diagnostics facility. 
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