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Hello, Beautiful People of the South Georgia Annual Conference! 

Our annual conference gathering promises to be filled with excitement and opportunities to focus 
on various ways to celebrate and initiate ministries that will help us grow as disciples of Jesus 
Christ.  

This year’s theme, We’re Better Together, highlights one of the Ten Timeless Values – 
fellowship. This past year we focused on the value of scripture under the theme of Know and 
Grow. Our goal was to have at least 20,000 South Georgia United Methodists reading one of the 
gospels by the time of the 2015 annual conference session. The emphasis on the value of 
fellowship for this year will encourage us to grow deeper in understanding why it is an essential 
element in our development as disciples of Jesus Christ. Furthermore, fellowship is a primary 
means by which we receive and give support through small group experiences. 

We are returning to Tifton, Georgia, where we have received wonderful hospitality along with 
accommodating facilities. There is, however, a new aspect to our conferencing experience, and 
that is the timing of annual conference. Rather than beginning with a gathering on Sunday 
evening, this year’s annual conference will begin on Wednesday afternoon at 2 p.m. and end 
Saturday at noon. This new arrangement will hopefully enhance our annual conference 
experience by providing more time to do our work at a less hectic pace and will be as renewing 
as it is rewarding. 

As members of the annual conference you will be electing delegates to General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences. We will be electing delegates electronically which will result in a 
faster election process. This will create additional space to highlight our theme for the year. 

Our special mission offering will support Wesley Foundations in South Georgia. I hope that all 
the members of annual conference will bring an offering from your congregation or agency to 
support this mission focus. 
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Our leadership includes some very special people: Dr. Christine Pohl, Associate Provost and 
Professor of Church and Society/Christian Ethics at Asbury Seminary, will present our teaching 
moments; Bishop Jonathan Keaton from the Illinois Area will preach at our 
Ordination/Commissioning Service; and Reverend Ronnie Wills, pastor of Thomasville First 
UMC, will preach at our Memorial Service. 

I look forward to seeing you at annual conference. Remember – God’s will for us is good. We 
must do the rest.  

Love and Prayers, 

 

James R. King, Jr. 


