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Please note: These are the candidates who submitted their information 
before the document went to press. Additional candidates as well as 
contact information for all candidates can be found on the conference 
website, www.sgaumc.org. Each of the candidates will be afforded two 
minutes to speak at the Laity Session at Annual Conference to briefly 
introduce themselves.

KELLY H. ROBERSON
Leesburg First UMC, Southwest District
Communications Director, South Georgia Annual 
Conference of The UMC

I have a deep appreciation for The UMC, the 
connection and how we as a body reach out – 
together – to be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ.  

A lifelong United Methodist, I have been active at the local, conference 
and general church levels – currently serving on the Standing Committee 
on Central Conference Matters. Having been a delegate in 2012, I am 
mindful of the impact the decisions made have on the local church. I 
believe our primary focus, and what we should base every decision on 
at General Conference, is the Word of God and how disciples of Jesus 
Christ are made.

WARREN ROBINSON
Tifton First UMC, South Central District
Retired Banker

I joined Lenox United Methodist in the mid 1950s 
and have been an active member there and more 
recently at Tifton FUMC. I retired in 2011 from Bank 
of Lenox having served as President, Chairman and 

CEO for more than 41 years. I have served Tifton FUMC as past Finance 
Committee Chair, Annual Conference Lay Delegate and member of Staff/
Parrish Committee in addition to other areas of service. I am especially 
concerned about evil slaughter and persecution of our fellow brothers 
and sisters in Christ that is occurring daily around the world. I believe 
we, as Christians, must take a more public stand in support of fellow 
believers.

RICHARD SHINHOSTER
Speedwell UMC, Coastal District
Retired College Administrator

I believe Jesus is the Christ and as his people we are 
called to make disciples. Our guides are the Holy 
Scriptures and the United Methodist Discipline. 
I have been a member of Speedwell UMC for 40 

years, and served as a delegate to the 2012 Jurisdictional Conference 
and 2012 alternate delegate to the General Conference. My service to 
the Local, District, Jurisdictional, and General Church has provided me 
the spiritual formation and experience to be a delegate to the 2016 
General Conference. I support the Book of Discipline, which addresses 
current issues.

MARIANNE WRIGHT
Park Avenue UMC, South Central District
Marriage & Family Therapist

As a young adult evangelical, I am passionate 
about a faithful future for the UMC. As a graduate 
of Asbury Theological Seminary, I’m committed to 
the spread of a vibrant, orthodox Christianity. After 

attending GC2012, I’m keenly interested in strengthening the bond and 
connection with our brothers and sisters overseas. As the vice-chair of 
the Good News Board of Directors and president of the South Georgia 
Good News Fellowship, I’m committed to the renewal and reform of the 
church, particularly accountability to the Book of Discipline & its current 
stance on human sexuality. I would be honored to represent you for 
another four years.



CHARLENE BLACK
Statesboro First UMC, Northeast District
Retired University Administrator and Professor, 
Georgia Southern, Young Harris College

At age 7, kneeling at the Dexter Methodist Church 
altar I committed my life to Christ promising to obey 
God’s plan for my life which has included wonderful 

opportunities: Leading Bible study, proclaiming God’s Word, General 
and Jurisdictional Conference Delegate (1996, 2000, 2004, 2008), 
Conference Lay Leader, UMW President; GBGM; Connectional Table; 
Board of Ordained Ministry; President, Wesley Foundation; UMCOR 
Director; University Senate; Vice-president, The Methodist Home Board; 
Dayspring Emmaus Community. I believe the Book of Discipline (laws of 
our Church) must be based upon the Bible, God’s Word and Law. After I 
suffered a fall, God healed my broken bones and I am ready to join Him 
in healing His broken Church.

CARL CHILDS
Ft. Gaines UMC, Southwest District
Retired from Bell South

I believe that God’s Holy Word defines how we 
should live our lives, and the Book of Discipline 
describes how we should practice our Methodism. 
We should not make changes to the latter which 

conflict with the former! I was a delegate to Jurisdictional Conference in 
2004 and 2012 and to General Conference in 2012. I wish to serve again 
in 2016. South Georgia Conference committees and positions served 
include: Equitable Compensation, Leadership Team, Nominations, 
Council on Finance and Administration, Personnel, Vice-President of 
UMM and Chair of the Thomasville District Superintendent’s Committee.

MIRIAM HAGAN
Mulberry St. UMC, North Central District
Certified Public Accountant - newly retired

As a UM minister’s daughter I have lived all over 
south Georgia participating in MYF and Wesley 
Foundation and spent summers experiencing 
mission opportunities. As member of Pittman Park 

and Mulberry St. UMC, I served as family ministries coordinator, youth 
coordinator, UMW officer and served 8 years on Conference Board of 
Pensions, and 4 years on Council on Finance & Administration. Last 14 
years worked for SGA Conference as Administrative Services Director 
and interacted with persons from many local churches. Currently serve 
on General Board of Pensions. Attended last 3 General & Jurisdictional 
Conferences. Recently retired and willing to study issues and represent 
SGA.

WILLIAM S. “BILL” HATCHER
Statesboro First UMC, Northeast District
Businessman

God is good--all the time! This is a critical time in the 
life of our church. I believe He is calling us to “stand & 
be counted”--Proclaim the Word....stand on Biblical 
truths especially in the face of political correctness. 

God is our source & He will provide for us when we are obedient to His 
word & way! I have served Him in my community as President- Georgia 
Southern Foundation, Chairman- Statesboro Recreation Board, Mayor, 
City of Statesboro (8 yrs.)...in the Conference as Conference Lay Leader 
(8 yrs), Delegate of General & SEJ Conferences (1988, 1992, 1996, 2000, 
2004, 2008, 2012), Chairman-Board of UM Publishing House....Married 
to my precious Betty 52 yrs.

LORI HOWELL
Winona Park UMC and Sweetwater UMC,  
South Central District
Preschool Teacher

A life-long member of the United Methodist 
Church, I am passionate about making a difference 
in the lives of others. As District President of United 

Methodist Women, I am heavily involved in Missions and social issues. 
I believe in living the Bible’s instruction to go and serve, and I am 
committed to being a voice for those who cannot help themselves. I 
use the Bible as a daily instruction guide, and believe that the Book of 
Discipline must adhere to scriptural teachings. I feel called to make a 
difference on a larger scale, if you allow me to do so.

SAUNDRA LAYMAN
Harvest Church, North Central District
Minister/Prophet of Christ Jesus, a Continuation of 
Studying God’s Word to Follow His Path For My Life

I was baptized as a Methodist member of Harvest 
Church, Byron, GA in August of 2008. I have 
dedicated my life force, heart and strength to 

God and Jesus Christ. Jesus has asked me to give a prophetic speech 
at the 2016 General Conference on the scriptural understanding that 
homosexuality is not a valid doctrine of the Church and should not be 
taught or acted on as an approved life style by God. Our Church is built 
not on the teachings of the lives and beliefs of this world but on the 
Prophets and Apostles of old.

ALLISON LINDSEY
Douglas First UMC, South Central District
Associate Director, Office of Connectional Ministries, 
South Georgia Conference

I am amazed at the doors God continues to open 
for me since representing South Georgia as a 
lay delegate to General Conference in 2012. I 

currently serve our Conference as the Associate Director in the Office of 
Connectional Ministries with a very diverse portfolio. I also serve as 1 of 
36 Directors on the General Board of Global Ministries. This experience 
has provided me with a very broad view of the ministry, mission and 
impact the connectional church is having for the kingdom. I would 
appreciate your support to once again represent our conference in 2016.

GLORIA MORGAN
Pine Forest UMC, North Central District
Retired Preschool Teacher and Bookkeeper

A life long United Methodist with a passion for our 
church, compassion for its members and blessed 
to serve as your Conference Lay Leader. I serve 
on these Conference Committees: Board of Laity, 

Episcopacy, Leadership Forum, Personnel, AC Program, Transitional/
Implementation Team, Annual Conference Delegate 14 years and 2008, 
2012 Jurisdictional Delegate. Serving on these Conference Committees 
gives me understanding and knowledge of our church, its ministry and 
mission. If elected I will study to be informed on all issues, uphold the 
Wesleyan Tradition and will be your voice. I will be honored to serve as 
your Lay Delegate.

JAMES LARRY PRICE
Christ UMC, Southwest District
Retired Businessman - Albany Winnelson Company, 
Wholesale Plumbing Dist.

Thank you for allowing me to be one of your 
delegates to General & Jurisdiction Conferences 
2012. I humbly seek your blessing and vote to 

continue our work in Portland 2016. I love our UMC and will fight against 
all measures by conformists and progressives who want to re-interpret 
God’s Word and our beliefs to condone ungodly lifestyles. My life has 
been devoted to serve through United Methodist Men as past So Ga Pres, 
current SEJ UMMen Pres, certified advance lay servant, married, active 
in missions, ministries, Bible teaching and Harry Denman Evangelism 
Award recipient 2014. Your confidence is appreciated.


