
Pathways to Discipleship 
Churches looking for new ideas, networking 
opportunities and practical quality training for their 
pastors, members, staff and leaders need look no 
further than this year’s Pathways event. Our 2016 event 
will kick-off with a special mission focus as we gather 
together on August 20 at Trinity UMC in Warner Robins. 

9:30-10:00  Registration                                                                                   
10:00-11:15  Worship: Featuring Neighborhoods to Nations                                           
11:15-11:30  Move to Pathway A                                                                        
11:30-12:30  Workshop A                                                                                         
12:30-1:30  Lunch & Move to Pathway B                                                        
1:30-2:30  Workshop B                                                                                  
2:30-2:45  Move to Pathway C                                                                          
2:45-3:45  Workshop C                                                                                     
3:45-4:00  Pick up CEU Certificates. Save travels home. 

Childcare: Safe Sanctuaries compliant childcare for newborn - 5th 
grade will be available in the nursery. The cost is $10 per child, 
which includes lunch from Chick-fil-A. Please indicate your 
childcare needs when registering. Pre-registration is required. 

�1

Resourcing locals churches 
and strengthening 
connections among local 
churches, clusters, districts and 
ministries, for making 
disciples. We believe that 
churches who seek to live out 
the vision God has given us to 
grow a more Christ-like world 
are on their way to spiritual 
health and congregational 
vitality.  

Registration 

Register online at 
www.sgaumc.org/pathways.   

Deadline to register is Sunday, 
July 24, 2016. The registration 
fee is $20.00.  

Lunch: A boxed lunch from 
Chick-fil-A is included in the 
registration fee. If you have 
dietary restrictions, please 
email allison@sgaumc.com by 
July 24.  

Questions: Please contact 
Allison Lindsey at 
allison@sgaumc.com or 
888-266-7642.
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August 20, 2016 | Trinity UMC | Warner Robins
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Pathway A: Choose 1 
A1. What do we do with THAT kid?: It seems that in every group of children there is THAT kid. Not a bad child, just a child who has 
more energy, needs more direction, and marches to the beat of a different drum. This workshop will explore how to deal with some of 
the difficulties that arise while communicating the love of Christ to children with special needs. This workshop includes helpful 
information for teachers and volunteers about Autism and ADHD. Led by Melissa Traver, pastor and parent of “that kid”. 

A2. Connecting Neighbors: This overview workshop will help local churches develop a disaster ministry. Churches can better provide 
a caring Christian response to local disasters if they have prepared their church families and facility before disaster occurs. Connecting 
Neighbors addresses the faith community's responsibility in disaster readiness and response and suggests tools to meet individual and 
community needs. Led by Luis Morales. 

A3. Small Group Ministry: No matter how small or large a church is, discipleship small groups can be an effective tool in "making 
disciples for the transformation of the world." The use of small groups to make disciples is an ever-evolving ministry. There is not a 
perfect small group model, but there are perfect goals and many practices that help create effective small groups. This workshop will 
journey through a variety of discipleship small groups models that can be tailored to fit any context. Led by Thad Harvey. 

A4. How to Begin Again: Chances are we have all experienced a time in our lives when we were entering a new chapter in what feels 
like starting all over again. This workshop will explore the sense of God’s calling on our lives as well as His purpose for our lives during 
these times and reinforces the spiritual disciplines and practices that make ministry fulfilling and our faith stronger. Led by Buddy 
Cooper. 

A5. ReThinking Evangelism: I In this workshop, lay and clergy leaders will begin ReThinking mission and evangelism to reach new 
persons and become more missional for Christ.  It will expose leaders to some new thinking and practices of evangelism and mission in 
the Methodist/Wesleyan movement in North America. Led by Winston Worrell, World Evangelism Institute (This workshop is being 
offered twice: A5 and B11).  

A6. Covenant Bible Study Resources:  Learn more about Covenant, a United Methodist adult resource that helps enhance a 
formative disciple-making experience in our relationship with God, others, and the world around us. Led by Flo Sapp Martin.  

A7. What can Congregational Development do for my church?: Learn about THE BIG WIG (Wildly Important Goal) and find out 
how your church can get funding support to do innovative ministry to reach new people in your community. Hear about what other 
churches are doing to grow and discover new ways to bring new life to congregations. Led by Jay Hanson. 

A8. Systems for 'Non-System' Churches: A quick-paced, yet comprehensive look at systems for ministry, including children, pastoral 
care, membership, stewardship and a teams approach. Geared for both lay people and clergy of all size churches. Led by Scott Hagan 
and Jessi Marlow. 

A9. Social Media & The Church: Congregations can leverage the shifting culture to influence and communicate in ways that reach 
beyond the walls of our buildings. More than websites, Facebook and Twitter, let’s talk about what works, what is free, and what is 
worth it. Led by Jonathan Smith. 

A10. Seriously, Let's Talk About Sabbath and Ministry: This workshop will look at the historical debates regarding Sabbath and 
Christianity. It will explore Sabbath as an essential value to Christian discipleship. Ultimately, the workshop will challenge clergy and 
laity to rethink Sabbath and ministry. Led by Denise Walton. 

A11. Plugging Youth Into Traditional Settings: Youth ministry can often operate as a silo within the life of the local church. It is 
important to involve the youth in the life of the congregation and its ministries as well as help them understand how to be part of the 
connectional church. Participants will find practical, creative ways to get - and keep - their youth "plugged in.” Led by Bill Culpepper. 
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Pathway B: Choose 1 
B1. Developing A Culture of Call (Part 1): Where do pastors come from? They come from our local congregations! Come learn ways 
you and your congregation can cultivate a “culture of call” in which persons can engage in discerning and responding to God’s call on 
their lives. Led by Josh Bizzell (Part 2: C1). 

B2. Fresh Expressions of Ministry: Would you like to reach new people in new ways with the gospel of Jesus Christ? Are you 
interested in planting new ministries in your community? Is your church interested in reaching out to the community in new ways? Come 
discover how new communities are emerging in places like coffee shops, bars, and even prisons. Discover how God might be calling 
you to do church in new and creative ways. Led by Ben Gosden. 

B3. Training Group Facilitators: A goal of discipleship is to be able to disciple someone who makes disciples. There are some great 
tools and approaches to help empower laity to answer God's call on their lives to "make disciples for the transformation of the world." 
This workshop will focus on the skills that people need to be effective discipleship small group facilitators and will look at the fears or 
obstacles that stand in the way of people living into this calling. Led by Thad Harvey. 

B4. Safe Sanctuaries in a Virtual World: Come explore best practices for implementing Safe Sanctuaries in an ever-changing virtual 
world. This workshop will look at the impact of our witness for Christ as individuals and collectively as a church in regards to current 
trends. Participants will receive resources to begin the conversation with staff and volunteers around the use of cell phones, social 
media, texting and much more. Led by Allison Lindsey. 

B5. Everything is Gift: Faithful Response to Suffering: In this spiritual formation offering, we learn that suffering transforms us if we 
approach it as people of faith. Come explore ways to walk alongside those in our midst who are suffering to engage with suffering 
rather than evading it. Led by Ann Smith. 

B6. Curriculum Resources: This workshop will showcase the wide range of resources for personal devotion time and for groups 
studying and discussing the Bible, theology, and faith. Millions have seen their faith transformed through adult Bible studies in Sunday 
school and small groups. Led by Flo Sapp Martin. 

B7. Become A Volunteer Magnet: We ask, we beg, we plead, we cast vision, we explain, we smile, and we sometimes even resort to 
guilt. What if your ministry was so volunteer focused that people were naturally attracted to serving? With a shift in thinking and 
approach, your ministry can become a place where people are drawn to serve. Led by Anne Bosarge. 

B8. Lay Leadership: This training will provide much needed resources by looking at the key roles of the Lay Leader: fostering 
awareness of the role of the laity, advising on the needs of the laity, serving as one of the communication links within the church, and 
representing the laity in many areas of ministry within the local church. Led by Lee Smith. 

B9. Collegiate Ministry: Ministry to college students is so crucial as they navigate this new life experience. How can we support them 
in their faith? Discover ways that your church can be in ministry to college age students whether near or far as well as supporting our 
Wesley Foundation ministries across South Georgia. Led by Michael McCord, Commission on Higher Education and Collegiate 
Ministry.  

B10. Church Security (Part 1): This two-part workshop will educate on emerging trends in church violence, identify what we learn from 
the perpetrators and the ideology that leads to violence. Participants will learn how to create a security culture that tackles suspicious 
behavior and receive simple steps in “what can I do now to protect my ministry with the budget that I have.” Led by Brent Loeffler, 
Georgia Sheriff’s Association (Part 2: C10). 

B11. ReThinking Evangelism: In this workshop, lay and clergy leaders will begin ReThinking mission and evangelism to reach new 
persons and become more missional for Christ.  It will expose leaders to some new thinking and practices of evangelism and mission in 
the Methodist/Wesleyan movement in North America. Led by Winston Worrell, World Evangelism Institute (This workshop is being 
offered twice: A5 and B11). 
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Pathway C: Choose 1 
C1. Developing A Culture of Call (Part 2): Where do pastors come from? They come from our local congregations! Come learn ways 
you and your congregation can cultivate a “culture of call” in which persons can engage in discerning and responding to God’s call on 
their lives. Led by Josh Bizzell (Part 1: B1). 

C2. Leading Change When Change is Hard: This workshop will focus on the difficult task of leading change in churches and 
communities where change is needed. It will also look at the need for adaptive leadership when we need to shift how we lead in order 
to help people embark on a journey of change. Change is hard, but it's do-able. Come discover how to begin the journey. Led by Ben 
Gosden. 

C3. From Within - Reaching the Hispanic Community around your congregation: Have you seen how the international food 
section grows and grows with Hispanic foods? Have you seen the families around you? Or maybe you have heard them speaking 
Spanish? During this session we will look at some of the cultural differences, study cultural facts and look at ways to embrace and 
reach the Hispanic community that is present in our midst. Led by Isaac and Paty Salgado.  
(C3. Desde adentro. Alcanzando a la comunidad Hispana que rodea a tu congregación.¿Has visto cómo crece la sesión 
internacional con comida hispana? ¿Has visto a las familias alrededor de ti? ¿O quizás los hayas escuchado hablando español? 
Durante esta sesión vamos a ver algunas diferencias culturales y como podemos alcanzar a la comunidad Hispana que está en medio 
de nosotros. Exploraremos diferentes formas de ministrar a la comunidad Hispana, veremos la cultura y como amar in nuestra iglesia.) 

C4. Short Bible Study Methods: This class will explore different methods for exploring the scripture. This is designed for people who 
teach Sunday School classes or lead Bible Study groups, but can also be useful for those who want to learn new methods for insight in 
their personal Bible study. Led by Derek McAleer.  

C5. Developing a Disciple Plan: Does your church have an intentional plan that guides your disciple-making efforts? Come learn 
ways to begin this process as well as discover new strategies for existing plans you may already have. Led by Denise Walton. 

C6. The State of the Church: Discovering the Hidden Mysteries Revealed in Statistical Studies: While it is true that “numbers are 
not everything” and “numbers can’t lie,” numbers can provide powerful information to assist churches in effective ministry today. Come 
explore what the numbers tell us about potential growth, statistics around stewardship and much more. Led by Jay Jordan. 

C7. Slow Down: Learning to Move at the Pace of Grace: In a culture that values busyness, it is hard for us to hear God's voice. 
Explore practices that help us follow Christ instead of trampling on Christ as we follow our agendas. Led by Ann Smith. 

C8: When Helping Hurts: Drawing from Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert’s book, this workshop will begin the conversation around 
mission theology, moving away from ministry “to” the poor into ministry “with” the poor. Learn the foundation, principles and strategies 
for next steps to engage your local congregation in effective ministry in your own community and all over the world. Led by Allison 
Lindsey. 

C9. Ministering to People Who Are Homeless: The physical, social and spiritual needs of homeless persons vary and so will ministry 
techniques. To be a homeless person is to be lonely, even in a crowded shelter. To be homeless is to be caught in a downward spiral 
unless some intervention is offered. This workshop will focus on the importance of understanding the causes and needs before 
planning a ministry. Led by Wright Culpepper.  

C10. Church Security (Part 2): This two-part workshop will educate on emerging trends in church violence, identify what we learn from 
the perpetrators and the ideology that leads to violence. Participants will learn how to create a security culture that tackles suspicious 
behavior and receive simple steps in “what can I do now to protect my ministry with the budget that I have.” Led by Brent Loeffler, 
Georgia Sheriff’s Association (Part 1: B10). 

C11. Electronic Giving: This workshop will provide an introduction to practical ideas, options and hurdles for pastors and stewardship 
leaders, exploring ways to introduce electronic giving as a faithful expression in a way that is culturally relevant. Led by David 
Thompson.
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