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     On March 9, 1736, Charles Wesley first set foot on St. Simons Island, Georgia. 
He wrote in his diary, “No sooner did I enter upon my ministry than God gave 
me, like Saul, a new heart…” However, that enthusiasm did not last long in 
Frederica Town. 
     One of the first things Charles did in Georgia was to get Oglethorpe to pass a 
rule forbidding “the discharge of firearms on the Lord’s day.” Some of the people 
loved to go out shooting on Sunday. 
     Charles was just barely 28 years old and was ordained a few days before leav-
ing London. He spent some of his time aboard ship reading John’s sermons so he 
would have something to preach when he arrived in Georgia. 
     Soon after the new rule was passed Charles was leading worship on the third 
floor of the North Storehouse near the fort at Frederica. During the 11 a.m. Com-
munion Service on Sunday morning he suddenly heard a “Bam!” 
     Dr. Hawkins had discharged a firearm on the Lord’s Day just outside the place 
of worship! The bailiff went out and arrested Dr. Hawkins for disturbing the 
peace on Sunday. He was taken to the stockade next to the storehouse. 
     Dr. Hawkins began to shout, “Charles Wesley is to blame for this (since had 
convinced Oglethorpe to pass the new law). If anybody dies while I’m in this jail, 
Charles Wesley is to blame!” 
     Mrs. Hawkins ran out, screaming, “Stop! You can’t do this! You can’t put my 
husband in the jail. He is the doctor! We are not common people!” She went 
inside her hut, got a pistol, and fired it. 
     “There, I did it too! So put me in the jail, too!” Then she got a bottle and 
cracked it over the deputy’s head, almost killing him. A huge controversy 
erupted over this and Charles got blamed for it. He was shunned. Nobody spoke 
to him. His “new heart for ministry” didn’t last very long on St. Simons Island.       
 

Denman Evangelism Awards nominations being accepted: The South Georgia 
Annual Conference is now accepting nominations for The Harry Denman Evangel-
ism Award for Clergy, Lay, and Youth. The Harry Denman Evangelism Award rec-
ognizes a person whose life and ministry exemplifies the teaching of Christ and 
the Great Commission. Recipients of these awards, nominated by individuals, 
churches, or districts and selected by the Annual Conference, live their call to 
“Offer Them Christ” daily as modeled by Dr. Harry Denman, founder of The Foun-
dation for Evangelism that sponsors these awards. To learn more about the 
award, contact Conference Witness Chair Meredyth Earnest at meredythear-
nest@gmail.com. Nominations must be received no later than May 1.  
 
Registration for Mid High and Elementary Summer Camps is NOW OPEN!  
Someone once said that kids can learn more about their relationship with Jesus in 
a week of camp than they might in a year of Sunday School. Because of that, the 
Camp Connect staff takes their time with campers very seriously! Days are filled 
with Bible studies, worship, sharing among friends, and learning through fun 
camp activities. These environments, away from typical daily distractions, help 
each camper grow in his/her relationship with Christ. So come enjoy a week of 
learning, recreation, meeting new friends, and more fun than you can imagine!    
Camp Connect summer camps run weekly June 8 through July 17. For more infor-
mation and to register online, visit the Camp Connect website at 
www.sgaumc.org/campconnect. 
 
Methodist Children’s Home Celebration Day: On Saturday, April 11, join the 
Methodist Children’s Home on their Macon campus as they celebrate with their 
children and the community! There will be tons of activities, from jump houses to 
a snow slide, auctions, food, carnival games, and more! For information on how 
to volunteer your time or donate items for the bake sale/live or silent auction, 
contact Julia Plonk, Special Events Manager, at 478-751-2898 or 
julia.plonk@themethodisthome.org. The Methodist Home for Children and Youth 
is located at 304 Pierce Avenue, Macon, Ga., 31204. Celebration “Snow Day” ac-
tivities begin at 10:30 a.m.  www.themethodisthome.org  
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