
           NOVEMBER 18-20, 2016

Thank you for volunteering to serve as a leader for Encounter youth weekend. You will play an integral part in 

making this a memorable spiritual experience for your group. Don’t panic about having all of the “right” 

answers - they’re teenagers - you wouldn’t be right in their eyes anyway! BUT you can let Christ shine through 

you as you listen, guide, share your experiences and love on these great students whom God has placed in your 

path. 

Here’s a couple of ways you can show great leadership this weekend:

Spend quality time with your kids by sitting with them during sessions and joining them in the activities.

Set a Christian example by accepting other groups lovingly, maintaining a positive attitude and supervising 
your students during the sessions, free time and at night. Be awesome. 

ADULT LEADER GUIDE
    encounter youth retreat *  epworth by the sea * st. simons island

I will 
break down 
the gate

and lead them 
out —

then I will be 
 their king.
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Friday, November 18

5:30-7:00 Registration open (Brown Auditorium)

5:30-7:00 Supper line open

8:00 Adult Orientation (Strickland Flagpole - youth 

will be in Strickland)

8:15 Worship ENCOUNTER 1 (Strickland)

9:45 Church Time

10:45 In Cabins

Saturday, November 19

7:30-8:45 Breakfast line opens

9:00 Devotions

9:30 Worship ENCOUNTER 2 (Strickland)

11:00 Church Time

12:00 Cookout under the Oaks

1:00-5:30 Free Time

5:30-6:45 Supper line open

7:00 Worship ENCOUNTER 3 (Strickland)

8:30 Church Time

9:15 Mannequin Challenge (Strickland)

10:00 Bonfire at the Cabin Fire Pit	
  

11:30 In Cabins

Sunday, November 20

8:00-8:45 Breakfast line open

9:00  Pack up / Clean up

9:30  Devotions

10:00 Worship ENCOUNTER 4 (Strickland)

11:15 Lunch & Depart

Schedule

Free Time 
 St. Simons Island (beach, village, pier, putt putt)
 www.explorestsimonsisland.com

 Ropes Course
 www.epworthbythesea.org 

 Methodist Museum
 www.methodistmooremuseum.org

 Bowling
 www.tgistrikezone.com

 Fort Frederica
 www.nps.gov/fofr

 Jekyll Island (beach, Sea Turtle Center)
 www.georgiaseaturtlecenter.org

 Movies
 www.georgiatheatrecompany.com 

Weekend Leadership

  Emcee : Brandon Rushin

  Worship Leader : Gracie Boatright and Band 

  Speaker : Rev.Jonathan Smith, GSU Wesley Foundation Director

  Staff : Allison Lindsey, Associate Director, Connectional Ministries

  Event Coordinator : Suzanne Akins

SATURDAY NIGHT FUN 

Mannequin Challenge 

Bonfire

Before you head out...

•  Empty all trash cans and tie up trash bags.

•  Make sure all personal items are accounted for

•  Check Lost & Found at the back of Strickland   Auditorium

•  Pack up vans before the morning session as housekeeping starts 

at 11.

•  Lunch is provided by Epworth so have a meal before the road trip!

http://www.explorestsimonsisland.com
http://www.explorestsimonsisland.com
http://www.epworthbythesea.org
http://www.epworthbythesea.org
http://www.methodistmooremuseum.org
http://www.methodistmooremuseum.org
http://www.tgistrikezone.com
http://www.tgistrikezone.com
http://www.nps.gov/fofr
http://www.nps.gov/fofr
http://www.georgiaseaturtlecenter.org
http://www.georgiaseaturtlecenter.org
http://www.georgiatheatrecompany.com
http://www.georgiatheatrecompany.com


Church Time & Prayer Stations Guide

FRIDAY NIGHT DISCUSSION STARTERS 	 	 	        	 	 	 	 	       

Read John 15:1-9. What do these verses mean?
Questions
• What is your spiritual “pedigree”? Have you been a Christian for years? Is faith brand new to you? Are you just checking out 
Christianity?

• What does it mean to grow spiritually? How do you know if you’re growing as a Christian?
• Have you ever shared your faith with anyone? Tell about a time you either did or you felt God leading you to, but you were 
too scared of the reaction you might get.

• How does prayer help us grow spiritually? Do you find it easy to pray or difficult? Why?
• What is one step we can take this weekend to strengthen our prayer life?

SATURDAY CHURCH TIME DISCUSSION STARTERS    	 	 	 	 	 	                  

Read John 13 - one of the greatest example of Jesus serving others. Discuss the importance of this act.
Additional Questions
• Have you ever been on a mission trip or served at a nursing home or homeless shelter? Who do you think experiences the 
most blessing - you or the ones you’re serving? Why?

• What does serving others teach us about ourselves?
• What is one (easy) way you could serve someone in your church group this weekend?
• What is one way you can serve your friends and/or family this week?
• Share about a time where someone has served you. How did it make you feel? What was your reaction?
• God has uniquely gifted you to serve and bless others. Do you know your gifts? Share among the group.

SATURDAY PRAYER STATIONS

During Church Time on either Saturday morning or Saturday night, your group will have the opportunity to go through 
the prayer stations set up in Strickland Auditorium. Give your students a brief heads up as to what to expect and to 
remain quiet throughout. There are 10 stations and they can go in any order. It is meant for them to go through each 
station slowly and prayerfully. This will be an eye-opening exercise for many of them and would benefit a follow-up 
discussion right after to debrief what they learned.

SATURDAY MORNING PRAYER STATIONS SATURDAY NIGHT PRAYER STATIONS 



PERSONAL DEVOTIONS 

Read Hebrews 10:24
Romans 12:10
Galatians 5:13
Ephesians 4:32

• What do all of these verses have in common?

• Have you ever made bad decisions when you were 
alone? 

• How would the presence of other people who cared 
about you potentially have made a difference in those 
situations?

• Is it intimidating or scary to think of letting your friends 
get to know the real you?

• Is there a part of your life that you do not share with 
others?  What is it?

• What steps can you take to begin sharing that part of 
your life with others?

• Write the name of someone in your life - a friend or 
family member - that needs some encouragement? 

• How can you be an encouraging friend to him/her this 
week?

Pray and ask God to help you be the best example of Jesus 
you can be to your family and friends.

Read 2 Samuel 6:14

If you’ve spent much time in church the last few years, 
you’ve probably heard lots of opinions about worship: 
“The worship music is too loud!” “I wish we had more 
contemporary worship.” “I wish we had more traditional 
worship.” “There will be 20 minutes of worship and then a  
sermon.”

We often say “worship” when we mean music, but as we 
study the life of King David, we learn worship is about 
much more. David danced and sang before the Lord and 
wrote words we use even now in our praise songs, but 
more importantly, he consistently strived to please God 
with his thoughts and actions. Worship is much more 
than the songs we sing. It’s the lives we lead - lives being 
transformed by God.

• Weekend worship should just be an overflow from the 
daily ways we worship with our life. How can you 
worship God with your life this week?

• When we worship, how can we make sure the focus is on 
God, not us?

• Are you honored to be a child of God? 
Do you speak about Jesus with confidence around your 
friends? 
What holds you back from sharing about God’s love with 
those closest to you?

• As you walk forward in your relationship with God, what 
will you do differently as a result of what you’ve 
experienced this weekend?

Spend time in prayer, asking God to teach what it truly 
means to have a worshipful lifestyle. 

use the back of this sheet to write a prayer to God for each day after finishing this side 


