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SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE – JULY 6 EDITION  

 

Bishop King issues statement after Supreme Court legalizes same-sex marriage 

Dear Beautiful People of the South Georgia Conference, 

On June 26, 2015, the U.S. Supreme Court voted to allow same-sex marriage. 

The polity of our United Methodist Church did not change. Our Book of Discipline in paragraph 341.6 

states, ceremonies that celebrate same sex unions “shall not be conducted by our ministers and shall not 

be conducted in our churches.” As a denomination, we have agreed that the only body authorized to 

change the Book of Discipline is the General Conference, which will meet in 2016. 

We recognize how significant change in our civil law can impact our communities as we also live within 

the polity and discipline of our United Methodist Church. 

Remember, our faith is in God who continues to be our primary source in season and out of season. So 

many issues pull on us for attention and we are drawn from one battlefield to the next as we seek to 

make disciples of Jesus Christ. We are called to love one another with the love of Christ, but that does 

not mean we are to overlook the behavior of individuals and communities where everything goes and is 

treated as acceptable to God’s plan for the world family. 

May the church always seek to be in line with the will of God so that we do not conform to the world, 

but are transformers of the world. 

Stand strong in your faith in God. Hold to the timeless values of faith rooted in the love of Christ. I will 

uphold the discipline of the church and expect you to do likewise. 

Let us continue to be in constant prayer. 

With love, 

Your Bishop, 

James Robert King, Jr.  
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Retired fire Captain says, “Yes, Lord, send me” 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Rev. Lynn Martin is a living example of Isaiah 6:8 which states, “’Whom shall I send? And who will go 

for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’” 

A second-career pastor, in April Rev. Martin retired as a Captain from the Columbus Department of Fire 

and EMS. After less than six weeks of not-very-relaxing retirement, a week of which was spent at 

“super intense” Local Pastors’ Licensing School at Emory University, in June Rev. Martin was 

appointed as a part-time local pastor serving Richland United Methodist Church.  

“I am proof that God has a sense of humor and can and will use anyone who will say yes,” Rev. Martin 

said. “When He says, ‘your ways are not my ways’ He ain’t kidding!” 

Raised and nurtured in her faith at Howard United Methodist Church, when Rev. Martin grew older and 

moved away from home she never thought or realized that she could go to church elsewhere.  

After years of wandering and living life “on her own,” she finally returned to Howard UMC and began 

to attend worship services and Bible studies and renewed her walk with the Lord. 

A spiritual fire had been lit inside Rev. Martin’s soul. 

In 2008 Rev. Martin was promoted from Lieutenant to Administrative Captain within the Columbus 

Department of Fire and EMS. While she spent her days focused on logistics and budgets, God was 

stirring her to do something new. 

It was after attending a Walk to Emmaus weekend that she earnestly began to seek and discern God’s 

will for her future. During the three-day experience she prayed that the Lord would fill her soul. It was 

the first time she had opened herself completely to Christ, she said. 

“That weekend literally changed my life,” she said. “For several months after it I was kind of 

bombarded by a common message – through Facebook, texts, emails, Bible studies, songs, and 

scriptures – that I could sense God calling me to do something.” 

Rev. Martin struggled with discerning what exactly God was calling her to, though. 

“I said yes, but I had no clue what I was saying yes to except, ‘yes, Lord, here I am,’” Rev. Martin said. 

“I had no clue what for.” 

For a while she thought she was being called into clown ministry. Things began to fall into place when a 

pastor suggested that she check out the South Georgia Conference’s website. There she saw an article 

about a certified lay minister’s training at Lake Junaluska. Interested, she registered for the training. 

http://www.sgaumc.org/
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Once she received the lay minister’s training and returned to South Georgia she began to occasionally 

fill in and preach for sick or vacationing pastors. 

“It felt very right in the pulpit,” Rev. Martin said. “But of course I had no thoughts that that’s where I 

would be or any desire to end up there.” 

But as another verse in Isaiah states, “’For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 

ways,’ declares the Lord,” God had other plans for her. 

So after an almost 26-year career with the fire department, Rev. Martin retired on April 30, six months 

earlier than she had originally planned. And instead of waiting to receive an appointment until 2016 as 

intended, she received an appointment to serve Richland UMC at the close of the 2015 Annual 

Conference session. 

Happy and grateful to be part of the Richland UMC faith community, Rev. Martin says the congregation 

has received her with love and acceptance. 

“I am so thankful for God’s grace,” she said. “God was gracious that He let me move into this new 

phase of my life and this new area of service without overwhelming me that even as I was stepping out 

in faith not having a clue of what ground was underneath, God supplied that firmament. With each step I 

took I had no idea where my foot would land, but it landed in His firm hand. I haven’t fallen and I’m 

just doing my best to give Him my best.” 

 

How a local church dollar was spent in 2014 

By Dr. Derek McAleer, Director of Administrative Services 

Ever wonder how the average dollar given to a local United Methodist Church in South Georgia gets 

spent? I took a look at the statistical tables filed by our local churches for 2014 and came up with some 

basic information. Here’s a chart: 
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The average local church kept 90 cents of every dollar for local church use, or to share with local church 

and other missions outside of UMC channels. Another half cent was given to conference or general 

church advance specials, which the local church chose. About 1 and 1/2 cents was given to local district 

missions and operations through the District Apportionments. The remaining 8 cents went to conference 

and general church apportionments. 

I hope this helps you as you consider how God is calling your church to allocate the resources available 

to you as you plan your local church budget for 2016. 

A chart of this is available as a PDF file and in an Excel spreadsheet, if you want copies to distribute to 

leaders in your local church. Email derek@sgaumcadmin.com to request a copy.  

 

Conference Center Update 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

While watching the recent NBA playoff between Golden State and Cleveland, I saw the camera scan the 

audience. As usual, there was a person holding that small sign expressing confidence and hope. I love 

that sign. The sign read, “We Believe!” Of course, the man holding the sign was expressing his faith in 

his team. 

mailto:derek@sgaumcadmin.com
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I can’t think of a better message to express the confidence of our Task Force in this dream of a new 

Conference Center. While we still have a long way to go in our request to have 5,000 South Georgians 

each give $100, we are well in our way. We are so grateful to the 688 donors who have given $77,311 to 

date. And we still want to encourage others of you to make your investment in the future of the South 

Georgia Conference. As the sign says, “We Believe,” and we know that is also true of you. 

Click here to donate now. 

 

Cokesbury reveals 2016 VBS theme  

Surf Shack VBS encourages kids to catch the wave of God’s amazing love 

As churches are in the midst of VBS activities this summer, the search for next year’s program 

begins. Cokesbury’s Surf Shack: Catch the Wave of God’s Amazing Love program fits the bill for a 

perfect beach-themed getaway for kids to bask in the love of the Son and come away with an 

understanding of God’s awesome power. 

At Surf Shack, kids are equipped and invited to plunge into the incredible experience of knowing God. 

They will encounter God’s awesomeness through Bible stories of the amazing ways God has moved in 

the lives of others before embarking on the breathtaking adventure of participating in God’s love. With 

the Surf Shack as its hub, churches will become an ocean of excitement as kids and leaders (Surfers and 

Lifeguards) enjoy beach–themed music, crafts, Science projects, recreation, Bible stories and more, 

becoming fully equipped to live out God’s mission in their lives. The VBS program, filmed on location 

on the beaches of Tybee Island, GA, also features videos with professional surfers including Georgia 

Cook, Nikki Viesin, Colton Kane, Joey Cook, and Jared Kane. Throughout the five day adventure 

children will learn how: 

 God created the world to show God’s love for us in a truly epic way. 

 God helps and protects us in amazing, unexpected ways. With God’s help, we can also help 

others. 

 Jesus is God’s Son, loved by God. And the evidence of God’s amazing love for us is that we get 

to receive and be part of God’s love. 

 God can bring peace to any situation and calm our fears, even when things aren’t going well. 

 God wants to show love through us. Jesus invites us and sends us to participate in this amazing 

experience. 

“We know that children are going to love Surf Shack as it is kid approved,” said Scott Spradley, 

Cokesbury’s Director of VBS Publishing. “We know how important VBS is to churches and we want 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXR1QJeogCkpkCg75jEyQlCXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx_tUe305i8FwHSOIG-L_HlY=&ver=3
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them to be able to know that they are investing in a trustworthy program. Surf Shack is being tested by 

four churches and hundreds of kids from various regions in the United States to ensure that your 

Vacation Bible School makes a positive impact on young lives.” 

Pre-ordering for Cokesbury’s Surf Shack: Catch the Wave of God’s Amazing Love VBS program super 

starter kit (ISBN: 9781501816727 / $159.99) is available now with shipments starting in early winter. 

Churches who order by July 31 can receive a free Volunteer Recruiting and Training Pack valued at 

$130 as well as a special introductory price offer on the standing theme banner. An interactive Surf 

Shack website providing information and helpful resources is available by visiting 

www.cokesburyvbs.com. 

Cokesbury, founded in 1789 as an arm of The United Methodist Publishing House, is a publisher and 

distributor to the greater Christian community. Their mission is to provide quality and relevant resources 

and services, at the best possible price, that help people know God through Jesus Christ, love God, and 

choose to serve God and neighbor. 

 

Good News! 

FROM THE BISHOP 

JAMES R. KING, JR. 

Hello, beautiful people of South Georgia!  

Each year we show a membership decline in the South Georgia Conference and this year is no different. 

But what is noticeably different in our report for 2014 is that our worship attendance is only down by 27. 

Compare our worship attendance being down in 2014 by 27 with these numbers: 

2013: down by 588 

2012: down by 1,046   

2011: down by 758 

2010: down by 834 

This information tells me that we are not only moving in the right direction, but with worship attendance 

down only by 27 we can – by the grace of God and being intentional – have an increase in 2015. 

The other good news from our 2014 reports states that our Church school (I hope that count includes 

small groups that meet other than Sunday) attendance was up by 2,302. Wow!!!   

South Georgia, this is such exciting news. We are turning the corner, Hallelujah!!! To God be the glory! 

http://www.cokesburyvbs.com/
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We will continue to show an increase in membership if we stay focused on the following: 

1. Keep a positive, loving vision of God’s kingdom coming on earth as it is in heaven before all of 

the members. (Growing a Christlike World) 

2. Teach and organize your congregation into loving units of care and service, i.e. CLUs, Sunday 

school classes, Bible study groups, mission trips, after-school programs, feeding the homeless 

ministries, etc. 

3. Invite, invite, invite – the neighbor, the unchurched, and the unloved – into a loving relationship 

with Jesus Christ through your congregation. 

 

Until next time, remember – God’s will for us is good. We must do the rest. 

Growing a Christlike world. 

With love,  

Your Bishop, 

James R. King, Jr. 

P.S. Remember, we are a connectional church. Every pastor of a congregation in the South Georgia 

Conference is a part of the connectional church. I hope each congregation will take an offering to help 

complete our Conference Center. Be one of the 5,000 who contributes $100. I am counting on your help! 

We are almost there. Click here to donate now. 

 

Our sacred spaces 

GROWING IN GRACE 

BEN GOSDEN 

The longer I serve in a local church, the more I become aware how much our physical spaces – the 

spaces we use for worship, teaching, fellowship, and service – say a lot about the souls of our 

congregational life. We may not always pick up on this, especially if we’ve been a member of a church 

for many years. A place can become home quickly and we grow accustomed to the feelings we gain by 

being present while missing the details of the space itself. Nonetheless, these spaces become sacred as 

we share life together in them.  

Church buildings have played a big role in the history of American Christianity. Once America was 

finally settled in the mid to late 1800s, church buildings became the pride of every local church. Without 

realizing it, we began to shift from a missionary movement (a church always on the move as new land 

was settled) to a stationed institution with brick and mortar and permanence in a local community. In the 

100+ years that followed, buildings became bigger and bigger in order to accommodate more people, 

growing incomes, and the love and pride that comes with being an active member of a local church.  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXR1QJeogCkpkCg75jEyQlCXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx_tUe305i8FwHSOIG-L_HlY=&ver=3
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All of this was going well until somewhere in the mid to late 20th Century when church membership 

decline became noticeable. Now that we’re in the 21st Century, decline is not only noticeable, it’s 

painful. And all the while we have these big, aging, beautiful yet hard-to-maintain buildings our faithful 

mothers and fathers in the faith left behind.  

With fewer people occupying our buildings and resources that continue to decline, what’s the faithful 

thing to do?  

Well, we could just double down on our efforts to resurrect the church of the past. We could continue to 

hope for the good ‘ole days to return and pray that people will once again fill our pews. While we’re at 

it, we might even pray that Sunday morning become culturally sacred again and that people act as if 

attending church is the thing any good, upstanding citizen would do with their time.  

Or we could prayerfully seek what new place God might be leading us into – even when it might involve 

our church buildings.  

A Modest Proposal 

What if we encouraged more churches to give their space away? Yes, you read that correctly. What if 

God is leading us into a season of downsizing our physical space? And what if such a season will free us 

to become a church on the move again? 

I want to offer three changes that I think could take place if we creatively and strategically downsized or 

shared our church’s physical spaces: 

1. A shift in Evangelism. The constant upkeep of buildings means we need to focus our energy on 

ourselves. And a decline in resources for such upkeep means we need new people in our 

buildings in order for our buildings to get the attention they need. We don’t mean for it to 

happen, but our evangelism can quietly become an effort to preserve our physical space if we’re 

not careful. The focus on buildings also leads us to approach evangelism as a way to encourage 

people to come to us. We spruce up our buildings, pave our parking lots, and keep our grass in 

pristine condition so that we can tell a newcomer, “Come on in our doors – the water is fine.” 

Focusing less on our buildings means evangelism becomes more about going out and meeting 

people where they are. It means we gain the freedom to actually be the church because we’re not 

quite as focused on preserving a church building. 

  

2. A shift in Stewardship. I’ve never done this but I’d be willing to bet if you conducted a poll in 

your local church and asked people the least exciting thing their tithes and offerings pay for, the 

maintenance of a church building might be close to the top of their list. We love to pay for 

children and youth. We love to pay for choir music. We love to pay for preachers (so long as 

they visit us when we’re sick and give a good sermon!). But no one likes to pay the light bill. 

Paying a water bill doesn’t strangely warm anyone’s heart. Downsizing or creatively sharing 

physical space can free local churches to not stress so much about paying enormous utilities on a 
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building used very little when you consider the number of hours it remains locked during the 

week.  

 

3. A shift in Mission. Too many of our local churches are occupying buildings that are too large 

and too expensive to maintain. What if, instead of mourning the decline in numbers, churches 

found creative ways to engage the community with their physical space? What if you took some 

empty classrooms and invited a community development program to use your space during the 

week? What if you took an empty office or two and found a startup non-profit trying to help 

people and you gave them a little office space? What if you took your oversized fellowship hall 

and let a local AA or NA group meet in it weekly on an evening when the church doesn’t need 

it? Our physical space and how we use it says a lot about how we view our call to be in mission 

with the world around us. If we leave our church locked up for most of the week and use our 

space solely for members to meet, then that says to the community that we are a closed group. It 

doesn’t matter how many time you want to put on your church sign that “All are welcome here,” 

the ways you use and let others use your building says, “You better be a member or know the 

right people if you want to be welcome here.” Opening your big buildings to the community says 

you care about being a good neighbor. 

 

Andy Stanley asks this question in one of his leadership talks: “What’s the biggest challenge the Church 

faces, that if it were possible to overcome, it would be a total game-changer?” Stanley says the answer is 

buildings. We make our buildings too sacred. Change seems impossible when it comes to physical 

space. Too much emotion gets tied up in buildings. But Stanley also reminds us the kingdom of God is 

full of bounty – the only problem we face is how that bounty is allocated.  

How is God’s kingdom calling you to consider new and creative ways to use your physical space? Is 

there a ministry in your community that needs a new home? Is there a way to meet some need in your 

community by giving some space away?  

How is God calling us to see our buildings and how we use them as more than just possessions, but 

rather as gifts we are carefully entrusted to use for the sake of God’s growing kingdom movement?  

The Rev. Ben Gosden is the senior pastor at Aldersgate United Methodist Church in Savannah. He can 

be reached at bgosden1982@gmail.com.  

 

John Wesley does pastoral work on St. Simons Island 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 

DAVE HANSON 

After four days travel by boat from Savannah to St. Simons Island, John Wesley took up ministry where 

his brother had left off. He visited from house to house. He discovered the best time for visiting his 

mailto:bgosden1982@gmail.com
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parishioners was right after lunch. The colonists would rise early, work hard, return home for a big 

lunch, then take a nap before returning to work in the afternoon. Just when they were about to take their 

nap after their big meal John Wesley would knock on their door.  

“How is it with your soul?” he would ask. They were not very happy to see him. 

He started the “Second Rise of Methodism.” The “First Rise of Methodism” began with the Holy Club 

at Oxford when a few serious minded students began to meet for prayer, Bible study, and good works. 

On St. Simons Island he gathered a few people together for a small group. It was a very small group. At 

first there were only two other people. The next week there were three. The following week there were 

five. It never grew much beyond that. 

John found that he could not get along with the doctor’s wife, Beta Hawkins. That relationship came to a 

head when John asked her, “Why can’t we get along?” Her answer was, “It’s because of that letter!” 

The letter in question was one Charles had written to John about adultery on the island. The names of 

the people involved were written in Greek. 

The letter had been lost and then found by Dr. Hawkins. “Who were those women your brother wrote 

about in that letter?” Beta demanded.  

Read more about it in our next episode.  

 

No tolerance for corrupt leaders and prophets 

Sunday school lesson for the week of July 12, 2015 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson scripture: Micah 3:5-12 

Today we are dealing with corrupt leadership and how Micah confronted those corrupt leaders. The 

main subject of Micah 3 is the injustice and leadership failures of the “heads of Jacob” (3:1). After 

dealing with leaders of all types – those perverting justice, in legal decisions favoring the rich, those 

promising judgments for bribes, and priests giving instruction or lack of instruction for money, Micah 

here renders judgment in a way similar to Amos. But Micah’s harshest criticism is reserved for the 

prophets – most likely the prophets of Jerusalem. The prophets, who are charged with communicating 

God’s word to give direction to the people, are being disobeyed. They are speaking falsely and taking 

money for their favorable words. To be sure, however, Micah states that he is different from these 

corrupt prophets and actually speaks of Judah’s injustice and sinfulness, which is a message the people 

do not want to hear. 

Beginning in verse 5 (the lesson scripture), Micah focuses his attention specifically on the prophets. The 

issue is simply that they do not speak the truth. Rather than speaking the truth as it is revealed to them 
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by God, whether the news is good or bad, these prophets are adapting their message to the wishes of 

those who pay them. Micah sees these prophets in his time as speaking good news to those who give a 

reward and bad news to those who do not offer compensation. 

We are informed that the good news is characterized by the word “peace.” In Hebrew, the term is 

“shalom,” which is a declaration that all is well, that a state of wholeness and health is present. This is 

the message that is being proclaimed to those who pay the prophet. But to those who don’t pay or feed 

them the message is vastly different. The prophetic message is to “declare war” (3:5) against them. 

Is it any wonder, then, that Micah sets himself over against these corrupt prophets? As scholars explain, 

it may be helpful to note that Micah does not actually refer to himself as a prophet, and he does not label 

his speech as prophecy. No doubt, Micah fits the character of what is commonly known as a prophet. 

But it may be that the office of the prophet had become so misused and mistrusted that now legitimate 

prophets did not abide by that label. Thus, Micah declares that he speaks the true word of God and is led 

by God’s spirit” (3:8). 

In the first portion of chapter 3 (verses 9-12), Micah states again his message against the leaders of 

Israel (verses 1,9). Stating the names Jacob and Israel, Micah reminds those who hear them that these 

leaders represent people who have a history with the God of Abraham and of the Exodus. Jacob/Israel is 

the name given to the holy nation. But these leaders are not speaking the truth. As scholars attest, to 

make matters worse, the heads- rulers and priests and prophets invoke the Lord’s name for support. 

They continually speak good news. By saying, “Surely the Lord is with us…” (v.11), they ignore the 

problem the nation faces and the evil that is approaching. So it is that Micah lowers the boom and 

concludes his indictment against these false prophets. He declares in verse 12 that Judah’s holy city will 

fall. Jerusalem will be destroyed. Consequently, the people will no longer be able to live under the 

delusion that God will protect them no matter how they live. 

What is a prophet? 

The lesson scripture provides us with great understanding as to what the Old Testament means by the 

word “prophet.” It also gives guidance for people of faith today who want to be part of a ministry that is 

considered prophetic. Micah’s aim here is to call the prophets of his day to accountability. But in so 

doing, we are able to observe the characteristics and typical activities of prophets and see how prophets 

in Israel were not to conduct themselves in fulfilling God’s calling for them.  

As scholars inform us, Micah reveals the nature of prophets and prophesy in part by the other titles he 

gives in parallel to the word “prophet.” For example, Micah refers to “seer” in the same context. Seer 

and prophet are often understood as exercising in common the function of “seeing.” 

One scholar, Carolyn J. Sharp, associate Professor of Hebrew Scriptures at Yale Divinity School states, 

“Through visions and dreams, prophets see God’s purposes – sometimes for Israel or Judah, sometimes 

for the whole earth – symbolized and enacted before their very eyes.” Average people simply did not 

have those visions and special experiences of divine revelation. Therefore, the prophets “saw” what God 
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revealed to them and had the responsibility for communicating the content of their vision and telling the 

people what it meant. Stating it another way the prophets were responsible for telling people what God 

was doing and what God expected them to do.  

In chapter 3:7, Micah also uses the word “diviner.” Diviners were people who sought answers from God 

concerning the problems and questions people had. A good example of this is found in 1 Samuel 9 

where Saul and his servant go to the prophet Samuel to find out about the location of Saul’s father’s 

donkeys. The prophet then sought out and would seek an answer to their concerns from God. 

Another significant note about prophets is that their messages of divine revelation were somewhat 

mysterious. They did not get their messengers directly from the voice of God. This is made clear in 

numbers 12:6 where God says, “I the Lord made myself known to them (prophets) in visions; I speak to 

them in dreams.” Only Moses was different in that he did receive a direct revelation from God. Because 

the prophets received their words through visions and dreams, there was always a temptation for them to 

cast the message in ways that favored those they wanted to please. 

To Micah, a prophet should be a humble spokesperson for the living God and for no one else. As a 

spiritual leader, a prophet should be a determined champion of the welfare of all God’s children. He/she 

should always be about the business of correcting inequities and healing divisions. 

Today the prophetic role of announcing God’s word is largely the responsibility of the church. 

Proclaiming God’s word sometimes means offering comfort but at other times that same word brings a 

standard and a call to repentance. It takes a certain kind of courage to point to a standard and genuine 

sensitivity of dealing with it. However, when the standard, a message of judgment, is turned into 

comfort, the hearer is allowed to continue in an unhealthy state and the word of God cannot correct and 

heal. As scholars inform us, the terrible disaster of Micah 3:9-12 was the direct result of Judah not 

hearing such a word earlier. And without hearing the word of God, the same could be true of us today. 

Filled with the Spirit 

Micah states how he is different from the other prophets, as a spokesperson of God’s word, in Micah 

3:8. Micah declares, “But as for me, I am filled with power, with the spirit of the Lord…” It is 

significant that Micah states this before giving the details of his prophecy. For what he says is the result 

of being filled and empowered by the spirit. 

As scholars remind us, Micah’s identification of the spirit of God that “filled” him is a key to his word 

being powerful and true. Other prophets also give testimony to God’s spirit as the force that propels 

them in their work. One suggested example is Ezekiel in the Valley of Dry Bones (chapter 37). In verse 

1, Ezekiel says, “The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the 

Lord…” Ezekiel simply did not have control of the experience. The spirit of God was in charge. 
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Important to our lesson and life, Micah is declaring something of the same thing when he mentions that 

he is filled with the spirit of God. To be sure, his message is of God, not of himself. And because of that 

spirit filling empowerment, Micah is able to courageously speak the truth. 

The purpose of judgment 

Because of the corruption of its leaders, the last four verses of Micah 3 state the resulting destruction of 

Jerusalem. It is pointed out that two features of this prophecy of destruction make it important for us. 

First, the prediction of destruction did not come true immediately as Micah probably though it would. 

But it came true all the same. In Micah’s time, the Assyrians were the dominant force, but it was the 

Babylonians about 150 years later that destroyed the city. However, Micah’s prophecy is judged to be 

true because of his accurate critique of the situation. Micah’s prophecy required the people of Judah to 

consider how they might live differently, and that is the purpose of prophecy today. 

Second, Micah’s prophecy was remembered precisely because of the positive effect it had on the people 

of Judah. When Jeremiah had predicted that Jerusalem would be destroyed, he was put on trial for 

treason (Jeremiah 26). His defenders recalled that Micah, two generations earlier, had also predicted the 

destruction of Jerusalem, but he was not brought up on charges for his prediction. Instead, the people 

repented and Jerusalem was spared. Thus, Jeremiah’s defenders said that he was not guilty of treason 

either. As a matter of fact, he was a true patriot. If the people listened to his message, the nation would 

be saved in the end. 

In conclusion, the memory of Micah’s sharp rebuke and prediction of destruction was positive. Why? 

Because his prophecy brought about the intended aim which was repentance. 

Action Plan: 

1. What can be done to end the dishonesty practiced by corrupt leaders? 

2. How does the class define a prophetic ministry in the church? Share examples! 

 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

Justice, love and humility 

Sunday school lesson for the week of July 19, 2015 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson scripture: Micah 6:3-8 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/
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In Micah 6, we see a series of indictments and promises of punishment. The initial call for Judah to 

plead its case, as if in court, sums of the disposition of this chapter. As we have been told, the Lord has a 

case against the people because they have disregarded the covenant. They have not worshiped God 

purely, and as a result, they have not acted justly toward one another. And despite the fact that God has 

worked faithfully to save and preserve them, this is the reality of the situation (6:3-5). Indeed, when the 

people have responded, they have responded the wrong way with outward signs of devotion (sacrifices) 

rather than true devotion that results in right living. Because of this, God will bring disaster on Judah. As 

scholars point out, the exact nature of this disaster or punishment is not mentioned, but it is clear that it 

will have something to do with food and harvest. They will not be able to produce what is needed.  

The Indictment 

Micah clearly points out God’s indictment of Judah when he states in 6:2, “For the Lord has a 

controversy with His people…” By using the word controversy, Micah is using a term that literally 

means “court case.” Without question, God has a formal indictment against the people. Note here that it 

is a common theme to call the natural elements to hear a case (Deuteronomy 32:1), and it is also 

common to challenge the defendant to “rise” and speak in their own defense (Jeremiah 1:17).  

In verse 9, God speaks to “the city,” that is to Jerusalem, as a personification of the people of Judah. The 

issues God identifies here are the same issues Micah has spoken of previously: the people cheat others in 

the market place and oppress, even using violence, against their neighbors. Pointedly, these are actions 

that go against the will and purposes of God.  

God’s last indictment of Judah compares the people of Micah’s time to the time of Omri and Ahab, 

kings of Israel about a hundred years earlier. Scholars tell us that Omri was a very successful king by 

secular standards. But he introduced the worship of foreign gods into his kingdom. Things came to a 

head when he married his son, Ahab to Jezebel, the daughter of the king of Sidon. Jezebel was a 

worshiper of Baal and she made the Baal cult popular in Israel.  

In addition, the worship of foreign gods brought the ethical practices of Israel into question. The result 

was widespread injustice. One notable example was Ahab’s stealing of Naboth’s vineyard and having 

him killed (1 Kings 21). Micah accused the wealthy Israelites of similar thefts (2:2).  

The Reminder 

As far as Micah is concerned, right action begins with right thinking, the right awareness of the nature of 

God. Thus, Micah calls for the people of Judah to reflect on God’s actions on their behalf so that they 

will overcome their injustices and do the right thing.  

As Micah calls the people of Judah to reflect on God’s deeds, his priority command is for them to 

“remember” (6:5). They are to remember the ways God delivered them, particularly how God brought 

them up from Egypt and guided them safely to the land of Canaan. The importance of this historical 

review of Israel’s salvation story begins in verse 3 with God asking, “O my people, what have I done to 
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you? In what have I wearied you?” That is, as scholars inform us, God asks the rhetorical question, “In 

what ways have I depended or put demands on you?” The intended answer, of course, “In no way.” 

Thus, Israel’s salvation was due to God’s action alone. Israel did nothing whatever to deserve it or make 

it happen. At the conclusion of this saving experience of Israel’s salvation, God says, the purpose of 

remembering is “that you may know the acts of the Lord” (6:5).   

Micah then summarizes what is to be remembered. Specifically, he mentions the experience Israel had 

with Balaam (Numbers 22-24). Micah then gives the general reference “from Shittim to Gilgal” which 

covered the movement from the wilderness to Canaan. Micah’s focus here, however, is not on specific 

events so much as on the memory of God’s overall past deeds. It is hoped that this past memory, of 

compassion received, will produce humility and compassion in God’s people. 

The Insufficient Sacrifices 

We are told that the description of sacrifices in Micah 6:6-7 is meant to answer the question of what is 

needed to humble oneself before God. Here, Micah downplays the practice of making sacrifices. But he 

doesn’t do this concerning sacrifices per se, but to point out that God doesn’t primarily want the 

sacrificial animal. As Micah explains, God first and foremost wants the person who gives the sacrifice. 

A gift on the altar may be a legitimate expression of devotion to God if it is assigned of the human heart 

turned toward God, but Micah’s message spoke to people who lacked the latter. 

In these verses (6, 7), the list of possible sacrifices moves from possible sacrifices to impossible to the 

unthinkable. The expression “burnt offerings” is the only type of sacrifice that Micah mentions. This 

offering refers to an offering that was consumed completely on the altar as opposed to some offerings 

that were eaten in whole or part by priest (Leviticus 2:3). Calves were the primary animal used for burnt 

offerings. Next, Micah begins to give a number of extraordinary examples of sacrifices: “Thousands of 

rams” and “10,000 rivers of oil.”  

As scholars point out, the final one is the most extreme “My first born (6:7).” This reference to child 

sacrifice is meant to be shocking. Child sacrifice is forbidden (Deuteronomy 12:31), and the prophet 

speaks against anyone who practices it (Jeremiah 7:31). Nevertheless, it was known in the ancient world, 

and many non-Israelites thought of it as the ultimate sign of a devotion to a god. By listing the first-born 

child as if this was an acceptable sacrifice, Micah raises to the absurd the value of things that could be 

sacrificed. The point, according to scholars, is that no outward expression like this, no matter how 

valuable the sacrifice, did God desire.  

The Requirement 

If God does not require sacrifices, of various kinds, what is expected of those in relationship with God? 

In contrast to Judah’s readiness to offer sacrifices, God presents what is truly “good.” And the good, as 

Micah points out is how to treat one another as influenced by God’s mercy.  



16 
 

Micah points out what God expects of us with these beautiful phrases: “Do justice, love kindness, and 

walk humbly with your God” (6:8). As scholars point out, these three phrases present three increasingly 

broad characterizations of life before God. They describe a way of life that points to other centeredness 

that would prevent the abuses and injustices Micah railed against.  

First, do justice! Note the emphasis is not on justice but on “doing justice.” Justice is something one 

does. For Micah, this includes particularly the right treatment of the poor in the legal system and in 

settings in which the rich could take advantage of them.  

As scholars attest, there is a tangible quality to these expectations. There is something to do. In other 

words, there are issues of justice all around us in terms of the poor, and we need to be involved in 

dealing with these issues – issues of hunger, poverty, housing, etc.  

Now, the Christian way of sharing or justice includes many things, but definitely these two things: 

personal generosity and public justice. 

In talking about the ministry of his church, a church member said, “We don’t want anyone left behind.” 

That is true! “Do justice,” Micah said.  

Second, love kindness! This second statement “love kindness” involves a more general orientation in 

life. The word “kindness” translates a Hebrew word “hesed” that often refers to God’s faithfulness to 

God’s promises and the prophet’s use of the term should be measured against such references. The word 

is sometimes translated “steadfast love” or “faithful, loving kindness” or “covenant love.” The term 

implies steadfastness, reliability, and faithfulness to one’s obligations.  

Scholars remind us that since God’s “hesed” for Israel is characterized by graciousness and unmerited 

care, it also implies mercy. Human expressions of “hesed” therefore include showing mercy and 

forgiveness and compassion to those around us. Therefore, “love kindness” means to “devote one’s life 

to kindness.”  

The last statement of verse 8 is broader than the second, but adds still another characteristic of the 

person who stands in right relationship with God.  

Third, walk humbly! As scholars attest, “To walk humbly with your God” refers to action that is 

modest and careful. In the Old Testament, Proverbs 11:2, walking humbly does not refer to the 

downplaying of one’s ability. Rather, it has to do with the constant awareness of God’s sovereignty. And 

such awareness produces in turn and awareness and consideration of other people. If we are informed, if 

a person is truly humbled before God, he or she will naturally do justice and show mercy as a by-product 

of having mercy and justice from God.  

Action Plan: 

1. According to Micah, what does the Lord really require of us? Be specific and explain. 

2. Explain the meaning of “doing justice” and offer a current example. 
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Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 7/6/2015 edition 

Golden Cross Sunday – July 12 

Golden Cross began in 1908 with the commitment of Methodists in Dallas, Texas to provide the first 

health care to persons who could not afford it. They began to receive offerings for the expenses of the 

poor patients at Methodist Hospital in that city. By 1930, the concept was officially adopted throughout 

the predecessor denominations of The United Methodist Church. Today Golden Cross is a ministry that 

reaches out in love to the laity in our Annual Conference who are experiencing financial difficulty due 

to excessive medical expenses. Through Golden Cross, United Methodists care for members of our local 

churches in time of emotional stress and financial need. The South Georgia Conference has designated 

the second Sunday of July to be the Sunday to receive a special offering for Golden Cross. In 2015, 

Golden Cross Sunday is July 12. Each church is asked to observe Golden Cross Sunday to receive an 

offering and send it to the conference treasurer. Click here for information about Golden Cross Sunday. 

Camp Connect: Elementary Camp 3 – July 13-17 

Join us this summer for the 2015 Summer Camps! Elementary Camps, intended for rising 4th-6th 

graders, are filled with a week’s worth of fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though 

daily worship, Bible study, and fellowship. Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, crafts, games galore, 

hilarious morning shows, and evenings of worship. All camps are held at Epworth By The Sea on St. 

Simons Island and will begin at 3 p.m. on Monday and conclude at 11 a.m. on Friday (no lunch will be 

provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week. Counselors are provided. Registration 

fee: $275 per session. Click here for more information and to watch a fun camp video. Questions? 

Contact the Office of Connectional Ministries at 888-266-7642. 

Mission u – July 16-19 

The 2015 Mission u is set for July 16-19. Studies include Created for Happiness: Understanding Your 

Life In God, to be taught by Cindy Ricker; Latin America – People and Faith, to be taught by Dr. 

Charlene Black, Rev. Diane Shedd, and Rev. Isaac Salgado; and Spanish Language, taught by Tara 

Jones. Rev. Christy Bandy is serving as Dean and Carol Banks is serving as Assistant Dean. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/umw for more information and to download a brochure. 

Georgia United Methodist Pastors’ School – July 20-23 

Georgia Pastors’ School provides inspiration, education, fellowship, fun and relaxation for North and 

South Georgia clergy and their families. The school is supported by the tuition of attendees, an 

endowment established by the board of managers, an annual gift from the North Georgia Conference, 

and the generous contributions of our sponsors who provide refreshments during breaks and fellowship 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/files_library/the+golden+cross+fund.pdf
http://www.sgaumc.org/2014elementarycamps
http://www.sgaumc.org/umw
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times. The school is managed by pastors for pastors. The board of managers consist of thirty-two clergy 

- sixteen from North Georgia and sixteen from South Georgia - who are appointed to full-time ministry 

in their conference. Managers serve for two quadrinium, and are responsible for all aspects of the school 

from the selection of topics, recruitment of faculty and preachers, and the logistics of the school. To 

learn more about the board of managers, contact them, or ask about opportunities to serve, visit the 

Contact Information page. Active and retired United Methodist clergy and their families are cordially 

invited to experience this combination of continuing education and personal renewal. 

www.georgiapastorsschool.org 

Pathways to Discipleship – Aug. 8 

Pathways to Discipleship will be held from 10:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, August 8 at Trinity 

United Methodist Church in Warner Robins. Visit www.sgaumc.org/pathways for more information and 

to register. 

Pension Seminar, Baxley – Sept. 10 

South Georgia's Administrative Services Office will present three pension seminars this year: Sept. 10 in 

Baxley, Sept. 11 in Americus, and Sept. 12 in Fitzgerald. Presenters will be from the General Board of 

Pension and Health Benefits and the Social Security Administration. Personalized retirement projections 

and lunch will be available at the meetings for those making reservations. Reservations may be made by 

calling the Administrative Services Office at 478-738-0048 or 1-800-535-4224 or by email 

to eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com. The Baxley seminar will be held on Thursday, Sept. 10, 2015 at 9:30 

a.m. at Baxley First United Methodist Church, 217 S Main St. in Baxley. Click here to view a brochure 

with detailed information, including an agenda. 

Pension Seminar, Americus – Sept. 11 

South Georgia's Administrative Services Office will present three pension seminars this year: Sept. 10 in 

Baxley, Sept. 11 in Americus, and Sept. 12 in Fitzgerald. Presenters will be from the General Board of 

Pension and Health Benefits and the Social Security Administration. Personalized retirement projections 

and lunch will be available at the meetings for those making reservations. Reservations may be made by 

calling the Administrative Services Office at 478-738-0048 or 1-800-535-4224 or by email 

to eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com. The Americus seminar will be held on Friday, Sept. 11, 2015, at 9:30 

a.m., at Americus First United Methodist Church, 200 S Lee St. in Americus. Click here to view a 

brochure with detailed information, including an agenda. 

Pension Seminar, Fitzgerald– Sept. 12 

South Georgia's Administrative Services Office will present three pension seminars this year: Sept. 10 in 

Baxley, Sept. 11 in Americus, and Sept. 12 in Fitzgerald. Presenters will be from the General Board of 

Pension and Health Benefits and the Social Security Administration. Personalized retirement projections 

and lunch will be available at the meetings for those making reservations. Reservations may be made by 

calling the Administrative Services Office at 478-738-0048 or 1-800-535-4224 or by email 

to eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com. The Fitzgerald seminar will be held on Saturday, Sept. 12, 2015, at 9:30 

http://www.georgiapastorsschool.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/pathways
mailto:eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
mailto:eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
mailto:eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com
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a.m., at Central United Methodist Church, 201 W Central Ave. in Fitzgerald. Click here to view a 

brochure with detailed information, including an agenda. 

Methodist Children’s Home Work Day – Sept. 20 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering on Sunday, 

Sept. 20 to support the ministry of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth. The Work Day 

Offering for the Methodist Home is a tradition from the 1900s, a time when people, mostly farmers, 

donated the equivalent of one day’s wages to the Methodist Home. Sometimes they would load a freight 

car with cotton or peanuts and send it to Macon. Today folks just use a calculator. The amount of the 

work day offering can be calculated quite simply: Divide your annual income by 365 (farmers didn’t 

take vacation days.) For example, if a person made $60,000 a year, it would be $60,000 divided by 365 

= $164. Whether you give cotton or a check, be assured that your gift will bring hope and a new lease on 

life to the more than 400 children and families they serve every day. To learn more about this incredible 

ministry of our conference, visit www.themethodisthome.org.  

 

Scripture Readings – July 6 

July 12 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 

Psalm 24 

Ephesians 1:3-14 

Mark 6:14-29 

July 19 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 7:1-14a 

Psalm 89:20-37 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

July 26 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 11:1-15 

Psalm 14 

Ephesians 3:14-21 

John 6:1-21 

 

https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
http://www.themethodisthome.org/

