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Poulan UMC teen ministers with needles and yarn  

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Each Wednesday evening, 13-year-old Grace Anne Hardin spends a few hours with her grandmother, 

great-grandmother, great-aunt, and a handful of other “mature” women.  

Though Grace Anne is at least 50 years younger than most in the group, she’s in charge and they all take 

direction from her… at least on Wednesday evenings.  

The teenager is not teaching the women how to text, though – she’s teaching them how to knit. 

A lifelong member of Poulan United Methodist Church, Hardin has been knitting for the past two years. 

She began teaching knitting in February and has had a dedicated group of stitchers join her almost every 

week since. 

Part outreach ministry and part social club, it’s a fun way to give back to those in her church and the 

community, Hardin says. 

“It’s really fun being around them,” she said. “It’s pretty cool to be a younger teacher.” 

Hardin’s great-grandmother, Lucille Porter, has always wanted to knit, so she jumped at the chance to 

learn from her great-granddaughter.  

In the six months or so that she’s been knitting, Porter has completed two scarves and is working on a 

third. Several women are working on sarves while others knit baby blankets.  

“It has been fun,” she said. “It is a social and learning time, both.”  

Hardin’s deep connection with senior citizens really developed when Porter’s mother – Hardin’s great-

great-grandmother – fell and fractured her hip, Porter said. 

“When my mother fell and fractured her hip she didn’t want to go to a nursing home, she wanted to stay 

at my house,” Porter said. “(Grace Anne and her sisters) came here and helped. It was a blessing and not 

a chore, and helped prolong her life. We think that’s where her connection came from. It was something 

else.” 
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Vera Kilcrease, Hardin’s aunt, is also part of the knitting group. With no prior experience with knitting 

she thought she’d give the class a try to support her niece.  

“I love to see young people get involved, especially in any kind of good organization, and Grace Anne 

has the most patience with people,” Kilcrease said. “It took me several weeks and at one point I thought, 

‘I’m not going to be able to learn this,’ but now I really look forward to going and knitting!” 

Teresa Hardin, Grace Anne’s mother, doesn’t knit, but it’s important to her that her children are active in 

church and serving. 

“I’m really big on doing for others, helping other families in the community,” she said. “We try to make 

an effort, as much as we can, to go out and visit or take food, and to me, that’s huge, teaching children to 

do for others.” 

So that’s why it was no surprise that Grace Anne stepped up to lead.  

“Grace Anne … saw a need and decided to help,” said Rev. Nate Lehman, associate pastor of Porterfield 

Memorial UMC in Albany and former pastor of Poulan UMC. “Grace Anne is the perfect example of 

God using everyone to fulfill the ministry of the church.” 

 

Waycross First UMC serves community through new daycare ministry 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

When Rev. Barry Giddens was appointed to Waycross First United Methodist Church in June 2014 he 

was met with several realities. With numerous needs in the community and church membership in 

decline, church leaders and he looked for ways to increase growth, help the community, and raise the 

church’s visibility. 

Over the course of a few months and after a lot of prayer, visioning, and dreaming, the group decided to 

open a new preschool. 

“We realized that there was real demand in the community and that it would be a great way to help grow 

our church,” Rev. Giddens said.  

When George Brasingdon, a former Emory University professor whose mother loved Waycross First 

UMC, died, he left the church nearly $450,000. The congregation used some of that as seed money to 

launch their new Children First Children’s Center daycare and preschool ministry. 

The vision behind Waycross First UMC’s Children First Children’s Center is two-fold: by meeting a 

need in the in the community, the church hopes to raise its visibility and reach more families. 

When it opens on Monday, July 20, Children First Children’s Center will be able to accommodate about 

100 infant through pre-kindergarten aged children. Open 6:30 a.m. until 6 p.m. every day, after-school 

care will also be offered once school is in session. 
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In addition to offering a traditional daycare program for working parents, Children First Children’s 

Center will also offer half-day programs and a Mother’s Morning Out. The variety of programming is 

the best of both worlds, says Director Ann Lane. 

“You can choose what you need as a parent,” she said. “We want to give parents a service that they feel 

secure about and feel safe and at peace leaving their children here.” 

Since the decision to open the preschool, the church has seen an uptick in the number of young couples 

and families with children attending worship services.  

“People are seeing the excitement of what God is doing here and they want to be a part of it,” Rev. 

Giddens said. “While we are excited about the growth, we are even more excited about offering 

something that can help the entire community.” 

According to Lane and Rev. Giddens, Waycross First UMC’s Children First Children’s Center will be 

the only fulltime daycare/preschool on the north side of town. 

“We want this to be a blessing to the community and to folks who come in contact with us,” Lane said. 

“We want little folks to come to know the Lord and the love of God, and we want to be open and willing 

to be used by God. We are here to be used by Him and to show the love of God to everyone and to be a 

ministry to the community.” 

 

Conference Center update 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

“Carpe Diem!”  

A few years ago that slogan showed up everywhere. It was on t-shirts, bumper stickers and beach 

towels. Books and articles were written about it. People discussed it in conversations. As you know, 

“Carpe Diem” means “seize the day.” 

I cannot help but recall that slogan as we continue our efforts to raise the funds for the new Conference 

Center. God is yet providing us another great possibility in the history of the South Georgia Conference. 

Prayer plus vision plus need equals unparalleled opportunity. 

To date, 700 South Georgians have given $78,511 on our conference challenge of 5,000 people giving 

$100. While we are so grateful for these 700 givers, the challenge is for 4,300 other South Georgians to 

respond. I simply cannot think of a more appropriate slogan for what we are about here than “Carpe 

Diem” (seize the day). Thank you for your partnership. 

Click here to donate. 

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXR1QJeogCkpkCg75jEyQlCXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx_tUe305i8FwHSOIG-L_HlY=&ver=3
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How deep is your love? 

FOCUS ON THE VISION 

DENISE WALTON  

It is the ninth Sunday of the Season after Pentecost and the lectionary readings speak toward accountable 

living as disciples of Jesus Christ. As disciples we are urged to not remain in our present state but to 

endeavor continuous growth through the love of Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The world and the church are deeply rooted in division and separateness. However, God’s preferred 

future for humanity speaks of unity, peace, justice, forgiveness and reconciliation. If the church is to 

speak to the level of violence, trauma, and harm present in our world today we must first examine the 

capacity to overcome individual and corporate divisions among us.  

As I reflect on this text, perhaps our understanding and subsequent engagement, application of the 

height, depth, and width of God’s love is the only path to help the church move from the present state to 

God's preferred future.  

“I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length 

and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled 

with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:18-19) 

As you reflect on your personal discipleship, what is your present reality? Are you satisfied with your 

personal engagement in your relationship with God the Father, Jesus his son, and the Holy Spirit? As 

you continue to engage daily in the spiritual disciplines of the faith, what will you work on to get better? 

What about your church’s commitment to discipleship and overcoming the matters that cause division? 

What is the current reality? How do you, through individual and corporate prayer along with loving 

intentionality, participate in God’s preferred future for the church? 

As a disciple of Jesus Christ, how deep is your love?  

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

The Pursuit of Happiness 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Some years back an English author penned an essay on the illusion of happiness. He began the essay 

with the story of a young man who was facing a difficult and momentous decision. The boy asked, 

“Don’t I have the right to happiness?”' The author responded, “No, you don’t. And, if finding happiness 

is the chief pursuit of your life, you will never find it.” 

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org
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Many in our time are desperately searching for happiness, and that’s certainly not a bad goal. The 

problem, however, is that happiness doesn’t come by searching for it. Happiness always comes as a by-

product of something else. Happiness has been labelled a serendipity – “an agreeable thing not sought 

for; a benefit found in the pursuit of something else.”  

Strange as it sounds, happiness comes by forgetting about it. One day a little girl asked her mother, 

“What can I do?” The mother replied, “Anything you like, my dear.” The little girl responded, “But I'm 

tired of doing that.” What that little girl discovered has been the common experience of humankind. 

“The more you do just what you want to do, the less you enjoy doing it.” 

I repeat, happiness is a by-product of something else.  

First, happiness is a by-product of a life of meaning! The late Dr. Frank Harrington, Presbyterian 

minister, told about a lady who had everything in terms of wealth. She went into a hotel and rented a 

room on the top floor. Just prior to jumping out the window, she wrote a note. The note said, “I'm tired 

of clapping with one hand.” Isn’t that a sad way to express it? I’m talking about a lack of meaning in 

one’s life. “I'm tired of clapping with one hand.” Not much sound there. 

The truth is, it is not written that having pleasure, wealth and “the plums of choice” are going to 

guarantee happiness and contentment in life. As a matter of fact, some of the most miserable people I 

know have plenty of things, but they have lost out in the other areas of life – the most important areas. 

Someone once said, “Put out into the deep.” I think that means we have to stop where we are and 

seriously focus on the meaning of life. That bumper sticker I saw the other day has it right. It said, 

“Happiness is not an outside, but an inside job.” 

Second, happiness is a by-product of a life of service! There’s an old Hindu proverb that reads, “Help 

thy brother’s boat across, and lo thine own has reached the shore.” That’s the philosophy of happiness. 

And Jesus was also relating happiness to service when he said, “It is more blessed to give than to 

receive.” St. Francis of Assisi was a wealthy person. Yet he gave it all away when he became a Christian 

– when he started caring for others. Remember he cared for the prisoners, the poor, the slaves and the ill. 

It’s no secret that he was called “the Jolly priest.” Why? Because he was involved in serving others. I 

lost my father in 1977. We buried him on Saturday. I was starting a preaching mission the next night. I 

really didn't want to go and thought seriously about canceling out. But I couldn’t because I didn’t want 

to let the minister down who had invited me. I went on and I can honestly say that even in the midst of 

that sadness, while trying to preach to that congregation, God brought a new joy to my heart in that 

service rendered. 

Third, happiness is a by-product of right relationships! The truly happy people are those who enjoy 

their relationships with other people. On the other hand, the unhappy folks are those whose “me first” 

attitude produces what I call “happiness barriers.” These happiness barriers include but are not limited to 

self-pity, resentment, greed, fear, and others. As someone observed, “You never find happiness when 

your favorite charity is yourself.” 
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Finally, happiness is a by-product of a vital faith. A man named Michael Curry was working in the 

slums of a major city. He asked the question, while talking about the slaves of long ago, “Why didn't 

slaves go crazy? They didn't have doctors and social workers and all that. Why didn't they go crazy?” 

Then he said, “Oh, I know why they didn't go crazy. It's because of their singing of those spirituals. 

Those spirituals lifted them up, took their tears away and made them know that they were children of 

God.” 

We will never find happiness by searching for it. It is a by-product of something else. 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

God Shows Clemency 

Sunday school lesson for the week of July 26, 2015 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson scripture: Micah 7:14-20 

In Chapter 7:11-20, Micah concludes his book with the hope of restoration and the assurance that God 

will forgive the people of Judah for their sins. Scholars inform us that this hope includes three main 

features: God will lead the people as a shepherd, the nations that oppressed and abused God’s people 

will be ashamed of themselves, and God will forgive the people of Judah whom God punished. With this 

conclusion to his book, Micah joins with other prophetic books that begin with and/or are dominated by 

messages of judgment and then moves to promises of restoration. In broad terms, this is how God is 

more widely understood in the Old Testament. To be sure, God judges and punishes, but God’s 

judgment is for the purpose of restoration and renewal.  

The background scripture of our lesson (7:11-13) presents a grand vision of a day that is totally new for 

Judah and the world. “Day” here is an expression similar to the “day of the Lord” in other prophetic 

texts (example Amos 5:18-20). It is a world’s changing “day.” For Micah, this day will be marked first 

and foremost by the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem. As previously noted, reference to tearing down 

the walls had come to signify God’s judgment (Psalm 80:12). Therefore, the rebuilding of the walls 

signals God’s forgiveness and restoration.  

Verse 11 then refers to boundary expansion. Though the meaning is not clear, this border expansion may 

be another sign of renewed life and vigor brought on by God’s forgiveness. 

At any rate, the next significant issue of this “day” will be the movement of nations to Judah that once 

oppressed Judah. Later in this chapter, we will see that these nations were ashamed for their abuses of 

Judah (Micah 7:16). But here the picture is like Micah 4:1-5, that depicts nations streaming to Jerusalem 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/
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to receive instructions from Israel’s God. And while Jerusalem will be acknowledged as the place of 

universal truth and blessing, the rest of the earth on that day will be desolate. 

Shepherd of Israel 

The image of God as shepherd is one of the most enduring images of God in the Old Testament. It is 

also the dominant image of God in Micah 7. Though perhaps the image is best known from Psalm 23 

where an individual speaks of God as “my shepherd,” the label is more commonly applied to God’s 

leadership of Israel as scholars point out, Psalm 100 uses the language of sheep and shepherd to describe 

Israel’s relationship to God. Micah himself alludes to the Exodus event, which was the primary time that 

God shepherded the people as a whole (see Psalm 80). 

In addition, Micah’s reference to “staff” is suggestive of Psalm 23:4 (“Your rod and your staff, they 

comfort me”). Thus, Micah’s call, on behalf of the people, to God to “shepherd your people” (7:14), is 

to ask God for protection as a king would be expected to give his people. 

And by mentioning the name of Bashan and Gilead, which were known as places of lush pastures and 

healthy livestock, Micah was pointing out that God provides for more than just the necessities of life. 

God provides abundantly for the Israelite people.  

Scholars go on to point out that the expectations Judah had when it called on God as shepherd also 

carried with them a sense of dependence and helplessness. The people looked to God for guidance and 

care and did not pretend they could protect themselves or secure their own future. And this Old 

Testament way of being before God is an example of how we, ourselves are to live in relationship with 

God – in humility, faith, trust, and dependence. 

Someone once asked a saint of the ages, “What must I do in order to please God?” The saint replied, 

“Pay attention to what I tell you...always have God before your eyes.” That’s it! Always have God the 

Shepherd before your eyes – in humility, faith, trust, and dependence. 

The Nations Shall Be 

The picture here is of God, as Shepherd of Israel, leading his people into their good pastures. As that 

happens, the nations who oppressed them “shall see and be ashamed.” That is, as we are informed, they 

will have public opinion turn on them. Once these nations were considered powerful and mighty. At the 

time of Micah’s ministry, Assyria was a major threat from the east, and Egypt was always a dominant 

power to the south and west of Judah. In their arrogance, their armies ruthlessly conquered vast 

territories and took whatever they wanted. The Assyrians were particularly known for their ruthless 

assaults and their left-behind artwork depicted piles of dead bodies. 

But when God comes as shepherd of Israel, these nations’ powers will be revealed as an illusion. A 

grand revival would take place among all the nations. No earthly power can match the power of the 

King of the universe. 
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Now, the description of the nations’ response to God may sound cruel. Scholars suggest that images of 

them licking the dust (7:17) seem sadistic and the question of how the imagery fits Christian theology is 

appropriate. However, the setting of Micah’s audience needs to be recognized. They are at the mercy of 

the great empire. Therefore, this passage does not and cannot encourage gloating over victory or 

excessive pride over Judah’s place in the world. Micah’s predictions about the nations humbly coming 

to Judah seem almost absurd given the state of military realities in that day. By Micah’s predictions are 

not absurd at all. Rather, they are faith-filled visions of the world ruled by God.  

The message here is that the nations will come humbly before God. They “shall see and be ashamed” of 

their arrogance and cruelty and “shall come trembling” (7:17) before God. The point is that those who 

live by violence will one day be brought to justice. 

Before we move on, there is one other significant note here concerning the nations. In Micah 4:1-5, the 

prophet pictures the nations streaming to Jerusalem to be instructed by God’s law. According to 

scholars, this image in turn provides the basis for the Gentile mission in the New Testament. The hope 

for and openness to people outside the covenant community is grounded in Micah 7:16-17. No doubt the 

language here is of shame and fear, but the prophet’s vision for the nations is repentance. As we know or 

should know, repentance is a requirement for anybody who seeks the kingdom of God. 

The story is told of a rabbi who was walking with some of his disciples when one of them added: 

“Rabbi, when should a man repent?” 

The rabbi quickly replied: “On the last day of your life.” 

“But,” protested several of his disciples, “We can never by sure which day will the last day of our life.” 

The rabbi smiled and said, “The answer to that problem is very simple. Repent now.” 

As I stated, repentance is a requirement of anybody who seeks the kingdom of God. For nations and 

individuals, the time to repent is now. 

The Lord, Merciful and Gracious 

The Book of Micah concludes with a grand statement about the character of God. God is by nature 

patient and forgiving. 

To this point, the book has been filled with Micah’s critique of Judah and his promise of Jerusalem’s 

destruction. Over and over again, Micah has pointed out Judah’s unfaithfulness to God, which has been 

expressed in the mistreatment of the poor and vulnerable. Micah 7:2 states clearly that “the faithful have 

disappeared from the end.” 

But, according to Micah, judgment is not the last word. God will forgive and restore Judah.  

Scholars declare that this conclusion to the Book of Micah is important for two reasons: first, to 

understand the nature of true prophecy in the Old Testament, and second, to understand the true nature 
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of God as the Old Testament presents it. The image some people have of the prophets in that they are an 

angry bunch representing a wrathful God. But Micah 7:18-20 seems to argue against that conclusion, at 

least concerning the nature of God. 

Micah begins the presentation of God’s character with a question: “Who is a God like you, pardoning 

iniquity and passing over the transgressions of the remnant of your possession?” (7:18). Scholars tell us 

that the question is rhetorical and the expected answer is “No one!” Micah then proceeds to make a 

declaration about God’s character: “He does not retain his anger forever, because he delights in showing 

clemency (7:18). Note that Micah does not say that God does not get angry and does not punish God’s 

people. Micah does insist however, that God’s anger and judgment are not the final word on God’s 

interaction with the people. In the end, there is forgiveness and reconciliation. 

We are informed that what Micah says about God seems to be drawn from a notable theological 

statement that resounds throughout the Old Testament. It first appears in Exodus 34:6: “A God Merciful 

and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.” The context of the 

declaration is God’s response to the Israelites worshipping the golden calf and rather than destroying the 

people as God considered doing (Exodus 32:10). God forgives. 

God is more gracious than we can ever comprehend, and Micah makes that clear in his word about 

God’s nature.  

Before concluding today’s lesson, two other things need to be noted. First, Micah declares that God 

deals with our sins and overcomes them: “he will tread our iniquities under foot” (Micah 7:14). God 

treads our sins like enemies and conquers them. 

Second, Micah states that God will show “unswerving loyalty to Abraham” (7:20). God will honor the 

promises he made to Abraham by showing “steadfast love” and “covenant faithfulness” to him and his 

descendants. God had promised Abraham that he would be the father of a great nation (Genesis12:1-3), 

and Micah 7:11-20 promise that pledge will be realized. The bottom line here is that God will show 

Abraham’s descendants mercy and forgiveness. And therein is our hope.  

Action Plan: 

1. What might God be saying to the church today through Micah? 

2. How have you, members of the class, found Micah’s description of God to be true in your own 

life? 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

Our Redeemer Comes 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/
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Sunday school lesson for the week of August 2, 2015 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson scripture: Isaiah 59:15-21 

Both background scriptures for today’s lesson (Isaiah 59 and Psalm 89:11-18) are liturgical in nature 

and focus on the issues of justice and righteousness. Scholars inform us that Isaiah 59 seems to be part 

of a service of worship in which the people complain that God has forsaken them. It is believed that the 

passage probably dates to the Babylonian exile, that time when the people of Judah were defeated and 

carried away to live in a foreign land. The prophet states, however, that their situation has resulted 

because they have acted unjustly by deceiving and abusing their fellow Israelites (Isaiah 59:2-8). 

Following that denunciation, the people confess their sinfulness and look to God as their redeemer 

(Isaiah 59:9-20). In concluding, the passage gives God’s assurance that a better day is coming and that 

day would be identified by God’s salvation and Israel’s faithfulness (Isaiah 59:21). 

Psalm 89:11-18 includes a grand declaration that God reigns over the whole of creation because God 

created it all. The key, however, is to understand that divine power is always directed by God’s fairness 

and goodness. The point is clear when the Psalmist states that “righteousness and justice are the 

foundation of your throne” (Psalm 89:14). Therefore, God is righteous and just by nature and calls 

God’s people to be the same. 

Isaiah 59:1-8 

Verse 1 of Isaiah 59 seems like an answer to a complaint that God is unable or unwilling to save God’s 

people. Isaiah responds to this charge by declaring that God is not withholding salvation. The problem is 

the sinfulness of Israel. Those sins of the Israelites have become a barrier to their receiving the mercy 

God intends for them. Verse 2 very pointedly states, “…and your sins have hidden his face from you.” 

Sin is powerful. It can even blind people to the goodness and power of God that is right before them. 

According to scholars, the specific sins Isaiah mentions in verse 3-4 are similar to those noted by Amos 

and Micah. The people’s dishonesty in dealing with others has brought unjust lawsuits. But the sins 

Isaiah mentions are not just confined to things people do but to the characteristics of the people 

themselves. The people hatch evil, travel paths of violence, go against justice and do not understand 

peace (59:5, 7, 9). Their sins are so bad that they cannot be “covered up” (59:6). 

Isaiah 59:9-11 

The prophet declares in verse 9, “Therefore justice is far from us, and righteousness does not reach 

us…” The word “therefore” is the acknowledgement that it is not God’s inability or unwillingness that 

causes Israel’s trouble, but it is Israel’s own wicked mind and practices. It was the lack of deliverance 

from the social chaos that made people think that God was apathetic. But the prophet sees that it was 

Israel’s own sins that caused her to grope in darkness. The picture here is of Israel as a blind person who 
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feels her way along a wall and continues to stumble. At any rate, the people know of God’s salvation 

and hope for it. It is currently missing, however, because of their sinfulness. 

Isaiah 59:9-20 

Isaiah’s declaration of Israel’s sins seems to lead to the people’s confession of those sins. Scholars 

remind us that the expression, “Our transgressions before you are many” (v.12) is similar to David’s 

confession when Nathan confronted him about Bathsheba (2 Samuel 12:13). However, the confession 

turns to confidence that God will save since no human can act rightly. 

The assumption here is that Israel has suffered defeat and humiliation at the hands of enemies. A 

common theme of the prophets is that God sends enemy armies to punish Israel, but these armies go too 

far (see Zachariah 1:15). These enemy armies act arrogantly and strike too severe. So God himself must 

come and correct the enemy. Scholars assert that this or a similar idea may be behind Isaiah 59. 

So God will come to Jerusalem as “Redeemer” (59:20). We are now moving to the heart of the lesson. 

A Redeemer Will Come 

Undoubtedly, one of the most powerful images of God in the Old Testament is that of redeemer. 

According to scholars, the background for this concept of redemption in the Old Testament was in the 

realm of inheritance, commerce and financial debt (see Ruth 4:1-12). If a person became indebted, for 

example, he might have to sell his land that was inherited and passed on through his family in order to 

pay off what he owed. If things got worse, he might have to sell his children into slavery or sell himself 

into slavery in order to satisfy the indebtedness. And the only person who might help someone in 

situations like these would have been a near relative who had financial means to buy back, or “redeem” 

those sold or lost. If you have been wondering why I have been using only male pronouns here, it’s 

because in ancient Israel males would have been responsible for such economic matters. 

Now, it is difficult to imagine the shame a person would feel if he lost his ancestral land, and worse, 

members of his family, because he was in such debt. People who have experienced the agony of 

bankruptcy or foreclosure may have some such understanding of what it feels like.  

At any rate, it is this type or circumstance that is the backdrop to the idea of God as redeemer. Perhaps if 

we truly think of our own lives and the moral and spiritual debt we have due to our unfaithfulness to 

God, we will certainly better appreciate this image. 

We are told that Isaiah 59:20, which is today’s key verse, speaks of God as redeemer specifically in 

relation to the city of Jerusalem and the central place in the city where the Temple once stood. It 

declares that, “he will come to Zion as Redeemer.” Scholars explain that the Israelites interpreted the 

Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem as God’s punishment for their sin. Isaiah 40:2 speaks of the city’s 

circumstance as one of indentured serventhood as though Zion had been sold for its debt of sinfulness. 

But the prophet now declares that Zion’s service is over because God acts as redeemer (59:20). 
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It is pointed out that this image of God as redeemer is powerful for at least two reasons. First, it speaks 

of the depth of God’s love and the closeness of God’s relationship with us. As our redeemer, God serves 

as the “next of kin.” Second, this hopeful redeemer image also suggests that we who are redeemed are 

totally dependent on God’s goodness and His willingness to “buy us back” from the sinfulness that 

imprisons us. 

The Warrior Dressed in Righteousness 

We need to be careful here that we don’t misunderstand this image of God as warrior, which is found in 

Isaiah 59. The idea of God as warrior is one of the most disturbing presentations of God in all scripture. 

What does it mean to suggest that God “fights” and makes war? What does it point out about God’s 

relationship with humankind and that God considers some people enemies as to fight with them? 

As scholars attest, it is important to recognize first that God comes as a warrior to fight for justice and to 

fight for those who have no ability to fight for themselves. Note that Isaiah 59 does not say that this 

divine warrior supports or goes out with a human army. He does not! Rather, Isaiah 59 states that God 

comes as a warrior because no humans have acted justly. Thus, God must take the matter of justice on 

himself. 

Scholars reiterate that this passage is not a justification for humans to act violently. And in our modern 

culture today, when there is so much violence, this needs to be underlined. This Isaiah passage is not a 

justification for violence. As a matter of fact, it suggest just the opposite. Because Zion is helpless to act 

on its own, God acts. 

Another significant scholarly point has to do with the description of God’s dress for battle. It also 

indicates much about what it means for God to do battle as a warrior. As has been pointed out, the 

language used in 59:17 sounds like war language as the verse speaks of God as coming “wrapped in 

fury” and wearing “garments of vengeance.” But God’s armor – the warrior’s uniform – consists of “a 

helmet of salvation” and “righteousness” as a breastplate” (Isaiah 59:17). 

As Christians, we recognize these expressions as part of the “whole armor of God,” which is found in 

Ephesians 6:10-17. Here the writer instructs members of the church to put on these protection coverings 

to fight against “the wiles of the devil.” Stating it another way, the writer is urging Christians to depend 

on God. 

Therefore, Isaiah 59 points out that God comes to people in need of help with salvation and 

righteousness. Then we are told that these two terms help explain what it means for God to be a warrior. 

God comes to save, not to destroy. God’s fury may cause harm to those who are unjust, but that is God’s 

attempt to correct and set the world aright. God comes to uphold righteousness, and righteousness is that 

force that holds creation together in correct order. So, as scholars assert, God’s work as warrior is 

intended to restore the harmony and well being that God intended but has been disrupted by injustice. 

God acts to reestablish “shalom” which means wholeness and completeness.  
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God Comes For Zion 

We have already noted that God comes to fight for those who cannot defend themselves. Isaiah 59:20 

identifies those God defends as “Zion,” the city of God who represents its people. We are informed that 

there are two features of Zion that will help us understand why this city is important. First, the people of 

Zion are those “who turn from their transgression” (59:20). In other words, these people repent of their 

sin. Such people live in humility, do not put their trust in themselves, and work for God’s cause of peace 

in the world. Thus, it makes good sense for God to defend them, for the world’s future well being hangs 

in the balance without them. 

Second, the people in Zion are those who participate in God’s attempt to establish righteousness and 

justice on earth. And those making this attempt are people with “clean hands and pure hearts” (Psalm 

24:4). Therefore, Zion is presented as the place where human beings fully acknowledge God’s reign 

over the earth and over the human community. 

As scholars affirm, Zion represents the ideal community in which God’s vision for the world – mercy, 

compassion, justice and truth – actually controls the community. 

On her best days, the church is such a gathering. And on those days we declare that “God reigns” and 

seek to make that a reality in our everyday lives. 

Action Plan: 

1. What does the text reveal about God as Redeemer? (See Isaiah 59:12-20) 

2. How does the image of God as a warrior fit with your understanding of the nature of God? 

 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 7/20/2015 edition 

Georgia United Methodist Pastors’ School – July 20-23 

Georgia Pastors’ School provides inspiration, education, fellowship, fun and relaxation for North and 

South Georgia clergy and their families. The school is supported by the tuition of attendees, an 

endowment established by the board of managers, an annual gift from the North Georgia Conference, 

and the generous contributions of our sponsors who provide refreshments during breaks and fellowship 

times. The school is managed by pastors for pastors. The board of managers consist of thirty-two clergy 

- sixteen from North Georgia and sixteen from South Georgia - who are appointed to full-time ministry 

in their conference. Managers serve for two quadrinium, and are responsible for all aspects of the school 

from the selection of topics, recruitment of faculty and preachers, and the logistics of the school. To 

learn more about the board of managers, contact them, or ask about opportunities to serve, visit the 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/
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Contact Information page. Active and retired United Methodist clergy and their families are cordially 

invited to experience this combination of continuing education and personal renewal. 

www.georgiapastorsschool.org 

Pathways to Discipleship – Aug. 8 

Churches looking for new ideas, networking opportunities and practical, quality training for their 

pastors, parishioners, staff and leaders need look no further than this year’s Pathways to Discipleship 

conference. Scheduled for Saturday, August 8 at Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner Robins, the 

training event will offer participants more than 30 workshops, plus five all-day workshops, to choose 

from, each designed to help congregations become healthier and to fulfill the mission of making 

disciples of Jesus Christ. The training, which starts at 10:30 a.m. and lasts until 3:30 p.m., features 

workshops on a variety of subjects, from children and youth-focused workshops to spiritual discipline 

workshops to those focused on missions and outreach. Classes include “Seeking God’s Unique Vision,” 

“Becoming a Volunteer Magnet,” and “Relationship Principles of Jesus,” among many others. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/pathways for more information and to register. 

Pension Seminar, Baxley – Sept. 10 

South Georgia's Administrative Services Office will present three pension seminars this year: Sept. 10 in 

Baxley, Sept. 11 in Americus, and Sept. 12 in Fitzgerald. Presenters will be from the General Board of 

Pension and Health Benefits and the Social Security Administration. Personalized retirement projections 

and lunch will be available at the meetings for those making reservations. Reservations may be made by 

calling the Administrative Services Office at 478-738-0048 or 1-800-535-4224 or by email 

to eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com. The Baxley seminar will be held on Thursday, Sept. 10, 2015 at 9:30 

a.m. at Baxley First United Methodist Church, 217 S Main St. in Baxley. Click here to view a brochure 

with detailed information, including an agenda. 

Pension Seminar, Americus – Sept. 11 

South Georgia's Administrative Services Office will present three pension seminars this year: Sept. 10 in 

Baxley, Sept. 11 in Americus, and Sept. 12 in Fitzgerald. Presenters will be from the General Board of 

Pension and Health Benefits and the Social Security Administration. Personalized retirement projections 

and lunch will be available at the meetings for those making reservations. Reservations may be made by 

calling the Administrative Services Office at 478-738-0048 or 1-800-535-4224 or by email 

to eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com. The Americus seminar will be held on Friday, Sept. 11, 2015, at 9:30 

a.m., at Americus First United Methodist Church, 200 S Lee St. in Americus. Click here to view a 

brochure with detailed information, including an agenda. 

Pension Seminar, Fitzgerald– Sept. 12 

South Georgia's Administrative Services Office will present three pension seminars this year: Sept. 10 in 

Baxley, Sept. 11 in Americus, and Sept. 12 in Fitzgerald. Presenters will be from the General Board of 

Pension and Health Benefits and the Social Security Administration. Personalized retirement projections 

and lunch will be available at the meetings for those making reservations. Reservations may be made by 

calling the Administrative Services Office at 478-738-0048 or 1-800-535-4224 or by email 

http://www.georgiapastorsschool.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/pathways
mailto:eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
mailto:eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
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to eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com. The Fitzgerald seminar will be held on Saturday, Sept. 12, 2015, at 9:30 

a.m., at Central United Methodist Church, 201 W Central Ave. in Fitzgerald. Click here to view a 

brochure with detailed information, including an agenda. 

Magnolia Manor’s annual 5k run/walk – Sept. 12 

On Saturday, Sept. 12, Magnolia Manor’s Americus campus will host its 8th annual 5k run/walk.  It is 

the same great course through the wooded campus but with a fun new twist: this year it will be a GLOW 

Run, held at night. Participants will receive a t-shirt as well as a headlamp to help light the way on the 

glowing course, in addition to the fun of the special glow in the dark photo booth. There are timed and 

untimed options for participants and fun is guaranteed! Register for the event at www.active.com. Cost 

is $35 timed, $30 untimed.   

Magnolia Manor Golf Challenge – Sept 18 

Magnolia Manor’s Golf Challenge to benefit the Macon campus will be held on Friday, Sept. 18 at 

Southern Hills Golf Club in Hawkinsville. If you are a golfer, you don’t want to miss this opportunity. 

Southern Hills is a beautiful golf course, with rolling terrain and open land along with fairways lined 

with oaks and pines. The cost is $400 per team.  Contact Sheila Bivins at 229-931-5928 for more 

information.   

Methodist Children’s Home Work Day – Sept. 20 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering on Sunday, 

Sept. 20 to support the ministry of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth. The Work Day 

Offering for the Methodist Home is a tradition from the 1900s, a time when people, mostly farmers, 

donated the equivalent of one day’s wages to the Methodist Home. Sometimes they would load a freight 

car with cotton or peanuts and send it to Macon. Today folks just use a calculator. The amount of the 

work day offering can be calculated quite simply: Divide your annual income by 365 (farmers didn’t 

take vacation days.) For example, if a person made $60,000 a year, it would be $60,000 divided by 365 

= $164. Whether you give cotton or a check, be assured that your gift will bring hope and a new lease on 

life to the more than 400 children and families they serve every day. To learn more about this incredible 

ministry of our conference, visit www.themethodisthome.org.  

 

Become a Test Church for Disciple Fast Track! 

Disciple Fast Track is looking for 10 churches from each Annual Conference to join us in our second 

round of beta testing to make sure the new Fast Track study is of the highest quality. For nearly 30 

years, the original Disciple Bible Study has helped millions of people read through the Bible and grow 

in their faith through a 34-week class. The new Fast Track study leads groups through the Bible in a 

shortened, 24-week format while maintaining the integrity and principles of the original study. New, 

easy-to-use print and video materials and an online community give participants the tools to absorb and 

retain what they learn in this shortened format. Churches that participate in this beta 2 testing phase will 

mailto:eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
http://www.themethodisthome.org/
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receive the final, official-release materials at no cost.  

 

 Main features of Disciple Fast Track:  

 Classes meet for a total of 24 weeks 

 Each group session lasts 75 minutes 

 Designed for Small Groups and Large Groups 

 A new, user-friendly Leader Guide 

 24 new weekly Illustrated Review Videos 

 24 new Introductory Videos 

 Illustrated Review Flash Cards 

 Leader Online Training and Online Community 

 

Learn more and sign up at www.disciplefasttrack.com. 

 

Impact UMC to Host Second 4D Leadership Conference 

Impact United Methodist Church is offering a second 4D Leadership Conference for church leaders to 

participate in significant panel discussions and explore the roles of leaders in ministry, education and 

entrepreneurship. Participants can choose to attend Sept. 15 or 16.  

After selling out at the first 4D Leadership Conference earlier this year, Impact will again welcome 

leaders to its campus in East Point. The 4D Leadership Conference is designed to speak to every 

individual – at any level of leadership – to build new skills, open minds to new perspectives and 

facilitate lasting connections. 

“We developed a conference that works,” explains Rev. Olu Brown, 4D’s founder and lead pastor of 

Impact Church. “We are meeting a need for other ministries, businesses and non-profit organizations to 

realize their visions in their own contexts.” 

Sharing their diverse paths to success, this year’s roster of speakers is full of prominent trailblazers in 

their fields. 

 Tashion Macon, PhD, MBA, is the founder of strut AGENCY and former marketing executive 

for multi award-winning artist such as, Pink and Usher, the USOC Winter Olympics. 

 Romal Tune is a community strategist, education consultant, and author. 

 Rev. David Walters, is founder and lead pastor of the multi-campus entrepreneurial church, The 

Vine UMC. 

 Michelle Nunn, helped to found Hands on Atlanta, named the new CEO of CARE. 

 Charmaine Ward, Executive Coach, is Senior Director of Community Affairs for Georgia-

Pacific. 

http://www.disciplefasttrack.com/
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Session topics include Marketing for Your Audience, Attracting and Retaining Volunteers, Contextual 

Connection and New Church Planting. 

Impact’s 4D Leadership Conference, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day, includes continental breakfast, lunch and 

networking opportunities. Registration fees are $105 for a regular, one-day attendance; or $95 each for 

groups of four or more, faculty members and students. We also offer various levels of sponsorships 

($1,000 - $3,000) for businesses and leaders to promote their products and services. 

For additional information, or to register, please visit Impact4D.org or contact Impact Church at (404) 

577-2826 or via info@Impact4D.org. 

 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. James Hughes 

James Hughes, of Dalton, GA, passed away on Saturday, July 4, 2015, after an extended illness. 

James was born in Macon, GA, to John Dee Pinson and Laura Pauline Mott Hughes. He was the 

youngest of eight children and the identical twin of John Dee Hughes. He is preceded in death by his 

parents, his six sisters and his oldest son, James Pinson Hughes, Jr. 

Survivors include: His devoted wife of 59 years, Jo Wright Hughes, sons and daughters-in-law, James 

and Anne Hughes of Cornelia, GA, Jerry and Dedra Hughes of Valdosta, GA, Joel and Karo Hughes of 

Dalton, GA, and Jeff and Joan Hughes of Dalton, GA. Also survived by nine grandchildren, Elizabeth 

Hughes, Amanda Swearengin, Kati Ray, Laura-Michael Hughes, Matt Hughes, Mikki Denson, Madeline 

Hughes, Harrison Hughes, Lauren Hughes, and four great-grandchildren, Sebastian Swearengin, Abigail 

Swearengin, McKenzie Ray and Wade Denson. 

James attended Lanier High School in Macon, Ga. and Mercer University in Macon, where he played 

basketball and baseball. 

After graduation from college, he served in the Army for 23 years, which included two tours of duty in 

Vietnam. In Vietnam, he was a helicopter gunship pilot and a Calvary Troop Commander. He amassed 

2100 hours of combat, rose to the rank of major and was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross with 

two Oak Leaf Clusters, the Bronze Star, the Meritorious Service Award with two Oak Leaf Clusters, 41 

Air Medals and the Purple Heart. 

Upon retirement from the Army, James received a call into Christian ministry. For 18 years, he served 

United Methodist Churches in Albany, Perkins, Baxley and Arlington. After retiring from the South 

Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church, he moved to Dalton and served the First United 

Methodist Church of Dalton as a part-time Minister of Pastoral Care. 

mailto:info@Impact4D.org
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Funeral services were held Wednesday, July 8 at the First United Methodist Church of Dalton with Dr 

Robin Lindsey officiating. Interment was held at Arlington National Cemetery in Washington, DC. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be sent to Dalton First United Methodist Church at 

500 S. Thorton St., Dalton, GA 30720 or the NW GA Fellowship of Christian Athletes at P.O. Box 

2414, Dalton, GA 30722. 

Words of comfort may be sent to the family at www.lovefuneralhomega.com.  

Rev. Judy White 

The Rev. Judy White, 94, of Tifton, died Wednesday, July 15, 2015, at her residence. Funeral services 

were held at 2 p.m. Friday, July 17, in the chapel of Albritton Funeral Directors with the Rev. V.L. 

Daughtery officiating and Kenneth Smith delivering the eulogy. Interment followed at Oakridge 

Cemetery. 

Men of Mt. Calvary United Methodist Church, Simmy McCowan, Jordan Duncan, Ronnie Duncan, 

James Rutherford, David Tyson and Charles Sumner, served as pallbearers. 

Rev. White was born April 1, 1921, in Lumber City to the late John and Mary Ann Hulette Varnadoe. In 

addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband, Harry Vernon White; a sister and 

brother-in-law, Edythe and Jim Edmond; and a brother-in-law, Olen Thompson. 

Rev. White received her associate degree from ABAC and attended courses at Emory University. 

During her career, she served as associate pastor at Irwinville Methodist Church, pastor at Chula United 

Methodist Church and Mt. Calvary United Methodist Church, where she was also a member, and as 

pastor at Harding United Methodist Church. Rev. White was a spiritual and compassionate person who 

enjoyed helping those in need. She also enjoyed gardening. 

Her survivors include her son, Kenneth Smith of St. Simons Island; her sister, Johniece Thompson of 

Warner Robins; her brother and his wife, John and Sue Varnadoe of Tampa, Fla.; and several nieces and 

nephews. 

The family would like to express their appreciation to Hospice of Tift Area; her caregivers, Annette 

Wilds, Linda Turnmire and Sue Whitley; and her great friends and neighbors, James and Doris 

Rutherford. 

You may sign the guest registry at www.albritton-beaumontfuneralhome.com.  

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – August 2015 

8/01 – Perry Sandifer: 842 Tennyson Ave.; Wood River, IL 62095 

8/02 – Roger Mays: 1418 Eason Stalvey Rd.; Hahira, GA 31632 

http://www.lovefuneralhomega.com/
http://www.albritton-beaumontfuneralhome.com/
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8/05 – Gordon Dukes: 126 Nelson Ave.; Savannah, GA 31408 

8/05 – Joe Romigh: 2507 Marixa Dr.; Statham, GA 30666 

8/07 – B.G. Roberts, Sr.: PO Box 3207; Brunswick, GA 31521 

8/07 – Ricky Varnell: 309 Cork Pond Rd.; Svlvania, GA 30467 

8/08 – Jim Nelson: 3584 Hidden Acres Dr.; Atlanta, GA 30340 

8/09 – Creede Hinshaw: 2924 Hillandale Circle S; Macon, GA 31204 

8/09 – Byron Scott: 392 E. Magnolia St.; Jesup, GA 31546 

8/10 – Allison Rhodes: 16A Lenox Pointe, Atlanta, GA 30324 

8/13 – Mike Huling: PO Box 681.; Darien, GA 31305 

8/15 – Nathan Godley: 322 E. Oglethorpe Ave.; Savannah, GA 31401 

8/15 – Charles Houston, Jr.: 505 Ft. King George Dr.; Darien, GA 31305 

8/16 – Bernard Henry: 187 Blackshear Ferry Cir.; Dublin, GA 31021 

8/16 – C. Dick Reese: 6593 Patriot Dr.; Columbus, GA 31909 

8/17 – Eugene Pollett, Sr.: 30 Branson Mill Dr. NW; Cartersville, GA 30120 

8/20 – Dave Hanson: 106 George T. Morris Cir.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 

8/21 – John Eckert: 237 Bartholomew Blvd.; Jeffersonville, IN 47130 

8/21 – Bill McTier, Jr.: 4615 Old Valdosta Rd.; Nashville, GA 31639 

8/22 – Tom Edwards: 315 Phillips Ave.; Port Wentworth, GA 31407 

8/22 – Edwin O’Neil: PO Box 10; Lakeside Living Center; Quitman, MS 39355 

8/22 – John Powell: 1691 Church Loop Rd.; Rockledge, GA 30233 

8/23 – Joe Johnston: 24977 Tanglewood Dr.; Custer, SD 57730 

8/24 – Jim Burgess, III: 661 East Plum St.; Jesup, GA 31546 

8/24 – Sam Lamback, Jr.: 821 Wesleyan Dr.; Macon, GA 31210 

8/25 – Charles Puryear: 106 Sandra St.; Thomasville, GA 31792 

8/25 – Elliott Sams: 6400 Popular Ave., I-P Europe B-8; Memphis, TN 38197 

8/27 – Ben Dowdy: 231 Cemetery Rd.; Cordele, GA 31015 

8/28 – David Carter: 102 Rivoli Oaks Circle; Macon, GA 31210 

8/28 – Robert Clark: 2022 E Pinetree Blvd.; Thomasville, GA 31792 

8/30 – Jenny Jackson-Adams: 312 Brantley Ridge; Warner Robins, GA 31088 

8/31 – Lynn Hurley: P.O. Box 26; Attapulgus, GA 39815 

 

Scripture Readings – July 20 

July 26 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 11:1-15 

Psalm 14 

Ephesians 3:14-21 

John 6:1-21 

Aug. 2 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 11:26 - 12:13a 
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Psalm 51:1-12 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

John 6:24-35 

Aug. 9 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 

Psalm 130 

Ephesians 4:25-5:2 

John 6:35, 41-51 

 

Maybe So … 

Dear Editor, 

The history of Utmost United Methodist Church includes an uproar when it became necessary that all 

doors be locked. Folks thought it was a sin to lock the church. When a major theft occurred, the 

congregation became more reconciled to doors being locked. 

Members who had official duties were issued keys. Over time, as officers rotated off, and new ones 

came on, more keys were issued. Gradually folks became careless about who was suing their keys, or 

they became lost. 

The time finally came when a new approach became necessary requiring keys to be turned in as persons 

rotated off their office. This step was not only resisted, but also, in some cases, refused. 

In our present culture, even elected officials are sometimes found in dishonest behaviors. It has become 

necessary to monitor more precisely who must have keys. So far, only a few minor problems have 

brought this to mind, but the Trustees came up with more precise monitoring of building access. 

A key-card system is now installed. Not only are unauthorized cards blocked, but also the system 

records who uses the key card and when it is used. 

Until next time, 

Homer Heardmore 

Rhodes Crossing, Ga. 


