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Bonaire UMC teen launches laundry ministry 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

It’s 5 p.m. on a Friday night, and 15-year-old Caroline Gowan is doing laundry.  

It isn’t typical teenage behavior, but then again, she isn’t a typical teenager. 

Laundry – a mundane chore for most – has become a passion for Gowan, a sophomore at Veterans High 

School and an active member of Bonaire United Methodist Church. 

She and her mother, Michelle, make homemade laundry detergent for their family and for Bonaire 

UMC’s food pantry. 

“The detergent is really popular; it runs out before the food,” Gowan said.  

Laundry detergent often goes quickly at food banks, she said, because low-income individuals can’t 

purchase it with their SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) benefits, or food stamps. 

Laundry still has to be done, though, and that makes the Gowan’s homemade soap a hot commodity.   

Wanting to help people do their laundry inexpensively, Gowan launched her “Loads of Love” ministry 

in June. 

“There is a way to get food and a way to get clothes, but was nowhere to get your laundry done (for 

free),” Michelle Gowan said. “The need is so great.” 

What began as a Girl Scout Gold Award project – the equivalent of the Boy Scouts’ Eagle Scout project 

– has turned into something much greater. 

“I needed something to make an impact in the community and I thought this would be the best way,” she 

said. 

After contacting several Houston County laundromat owners, Chuck Mollenkompf, owner of the Git-R-

Dun Too Laundromat in Warner Robins, agreed to let Gowan host her ministry in his business on the 

second Friday of each month. 
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Gowan advertised Loads of Love through fliers stuffed in bags in area food pantries and by word of 

mouth. She was nervous that no one would show up that first Friday, but dozens did, and she and several 

volunteers washed, dried, and folded 30 loads of laundry and spent $115 in quarters.  

By July, demand nearly tripled. Gowan and her team of volunteers did 88 loads of laundry and spent 

$266. 

“Lots of people who showed up said it was a blessing and called their friends from the laundromat and 

told them to come down,” Gowan said. 

The laundromat, typically slow and quiet on Friday afternoons, is loud and electric on Loads of Love 

days. Volunteers and patrons sing and chat inside, while outside, members of Bonaire UMC’s youth 

group entertain children with bubbles, sidewalk chalk, and games. 

The ministry helps Shakika Sneed stretch her budget further each week. A single parent, she doesn’t 

have a washer or dryer in her home and relies on laundromats to wash her clothing and linens. The 

ministry is a huge help, she says, and more communities should have similar programs. 

“I spend anywhere from $20 to $30 washing clothes, and for it to be free is a tremendous blessing to me 

because it means that money can go on to another bill that I have. It is very helpful,” she said. “This is a 

blessing to me and to the others here.” 

Bonaire UMC members have generously supported Gowan and Loads of Love. Monetary donations 

have poured in from the congregation and they’ve supported the ministry with their time, too. 

Gowan is grateful for the outpouring of support and hopes other congregations will see the need and 

start their own laundry ministries. 

“I feel like not only am I doing something for the people around me and that I am doing something for 

people I don’t even know, but that I’m doing something for the Lord,” she said. “I am doing Jesus’ 

laundry! No matter how big or small, He would do it, and so can I. 

“They come with their dirty laundry and leave with a renewed spirit.” 

 

Music and the Arts at Vineville celebrates 25 years 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

This fall, Vineville United Methodist Church will celebrate 25 years of music, art, and ministry with its 

25th Annual 2015-2016 Music and the Arts at Vineville series. 

What started as a five-concert season 25 years ago has grown into a 12-concert series that runs monthly 

from September through August.  
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Last year nearly 3,000 people attended Vineville UMC’s Music and the Arts concerts, which bring 

outstanding local, regional, and national talent to the Macon area.  

This year’s lineup includes a local student band, a national touring group of Julliard graduates, a world-

traveling trio, and several other well-known talents.  

“The groups are a good mix of sacred and secular artists of all ages,” said Dennis McCleary, Vineville 

UMC’s Director of Music. 

In addition to offering world-class musical talent, in 2014 the series expanded to include visual arts. 

Each month a different local photographer, painter, or other visual artist is featured on gallery space on 

the second floor of the church’s Wesley Hall. 

“We have been told that Music and the Arts has become an important part of the cultural fabric of 

Macon,” said Dr. Jimmy Asbell, senior pastor of Vineville UMC.  

As way to celebrate the arts, support local artists, and another opportunity to open the doors of the 

church and invite the community in, the Music and the Arts at Vineville series has been wildly 

successful. 

“It’s an outreach ministry,” McCleary said. “All ages can benefit. We love the community and it reaches 

out to them.” 

For more information, visit www.vinevillemethodist.com/happenings/music-the-arts-at-vineville.   

 

Conference Center Update  

Writing in his second letter to the Corinthians, the Apostle Paul suggests that there are three purposes in 

giving, and he also hints at a fourth. According to this obedient servant of Christ, the purposes in giving 

are the following: to glorify God; to serve the needs of humankind; to discipline and mature the self in 

the faith; and to support the life, ministry, and mission of the Church. 

Personally, I cannot think of any better reasons to support the new Conference Center of the South 

Georgia Conference. 736 of you have already given a total of $82,111, and we are so appreciative. 

Let me ask those of you who are reading this update a question. Is there some special person in your 

Sunday school class or church who is deeply loved by everybody? Is there some special person who has 

meant much to everyone but has already entered the Church Triumphant? If you, your class, or your 

church have any thoughts of honoring or memorializing such persons, an appropriate way may be a 

naming opportunity in the New Conference Center. The remaining available naming opportunities are 

the following:  

 Offices: $10,000 

http://www.vinevillemethodist.com/happenings/music-the-arts-at-vineville
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 Workroom: $10,000 

 Kitchen: $20,000 

 Bishop’s suite: $150,000 

 Main conference room: $250,000 

 Wings: $300,000 

 Conference Center: $500,000 

 

Click here to donate. 

 

 

UMCMarket gets upgrade and re-launches 

Shopping portal www.umcmarket.org gets new look 

The General Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA) announced that the online shopping portal, 

UMCMarket, was recently re-launched, using more advanced technology and faster delivery of 

donations. Working with Tribute, Inc. the re-launched UMCMarket provides an enhanced user 

experience, quicker access to status reports, regular distribution of micro-donations and the addition of 

hundreds of savings offers for participants. 

Doug Spear, Tribute President, said “We are very excited to support GCFA’s vision for church members 

to have the ability to make micro-donations that benefit United Methodist church ministries. Tribute’s 

product platform is ideally suited to enable and enhance UMCmarket.org, and we look forward to 

providing a program that benefits the ministry of local churches.” 

Moses Kumar, top executive for GCFA said, “When we launched UMCMarket in 2012, we were 

confident that the people of the Church who shop online would support and utilize it as an innovative 

way to raise funds for the ministries of local United Methodist churches. We have collaboratively 

worked with Tribute on this program that will help local churches make a difference in their 

communities with the funds that are raised.” 

With the new program, each church or ministry will start with a new account. All donations generated 

prior to July 13, 2015 on the previous platform will be paid out before the end of 2015. GCFA will begin 

working immediately on issuing checks to the various ministries until each church or ministry is paid 

their total amount due from the previous provider. 

The look of the new site for micro-donations has changed, but the foundational functionality and 

benefits remain the same – United Methodists who shop the thousands of retailers available can generate 

donations to support their local churches. Existing users will sign up to establish an account with the 

new provider and designate the ministry they choose to support. All users will be able to watch an 

overview video and review frequently asked questions prior to signing up. An online marketing toolkit is 

provided to help participating churches communicate the opportunity to their ministries, which includes 

how-to videos, PowerPoint slides and bulletin inserts. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXR1QJeogCkpkCg75jEyQlCXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx_tUe305i8FwHSOIG-L_HlY=&ver=3
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For more information, contact the Shared Services Department at GCFA at sharedservices@gcfa.org. 

 

Connectional Ministries re-launches The Link bi-weekly email  

The Office of Connectional Ministries has recently re-launched a bi-monthly email blast to keep South 

Georgia United Methodists informed and connected with what’s happening in South Georgia United 

Methodism and beyond. 

Every two weeks, The Link will be delivered to subscriber email inboxes. Full of Conference news, 

Connectional news, resources, and event information, The Link will keep readers up to date and in the 

know. Click here to subscribe. 

“We are continuously looking for ways to enhance our communications efforts within the conference,” 

said Kelly Roberson, Director of Communications. “We hope this will be another way that keeps South 

Georgia United Methodists informed and connected to what’s going on, both in our conference and in 

our denomination.” 

One new feature to The Link will be an “Around the Conference” section. Pictures and short summaries 

will showcase various events, meetings, and happenings on the district and conference levels. If you host 

or attend an event please send a photo and description to kelly@sgaumc.com or kara@sgaumc.com.  

The Link will supplement the Conference’s ongoing communications efforts, which include the 

Conference website, www.sgaumc.org; the South Georgia Advocate, the Conference’s online news 

source (www.sgaumc.org/advocate); The Advocate email; the Sunday Advocate bulletin insert; 

Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 

 

Abuelita’s Faith 

 

FOCUS ON THE VISION 

DENISE WALTON  

In the book “Christ our Companion: Toward a Theological Aesthetics of Liberation” there is a 

compelling story of the author’s grandmother and her faith in God. Roberto S. Goizueta describes the 

impact that his abuelita (grandmother) had on his life and faith journey. 

My own life has been forever changed by the holy lives that Christ used to draw and attract me. As with 

many Latino and Latinas, for example, my abuelita (grandmother) was the spiritual heart of my family. 

What I remember most about her – even several years after her death – was her absolute confidence in 

God. One of her favorite sayings was, “Me conformo.” While there is no English translation of that 

mailto:sharedservices@gcfa.org
http://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/subscribe
mailto:kelly@sgaumc.com
mailto:kara@sgaumc.com
http://www.sgaumc.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/advocate
https://www.facebook.com/sgaumc
https://twitter.com/sgaumc
https://instagram.com/sgaumc/
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phrase, and the closet translation would be “I adapt myself,” the literal translation is, of course, “I 

conform.” “I conform” to whatever God has in store for me; I will allow myself to be formed by God’s 

will. 

The words have lingered with me for several weeks, “Me conformo.” 

As you think about your faith journey, whose life impacted you the most, drawing you closer to God? 

As you reflect on your ministry today, preacher, teacher, lay ministers of the church, are you allowing 

yourself to be formed by God’s will? 

“Me conformo.” 

Dear Lord, let it be so. 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

Why attitudes matter 

Dr. Hal Brady 

Arriving home one day, I was having a great deal of difficultly with my attitude. I had just come off the 

expressway and I was disgusted with some of the other drivers. I had had it with speeding drivers, 

reckless drivers, tailgating drivers, lane-changing drivers, and light-running drivers. 

Since no one was home when I arrived, I trudged to my study to cool down. In a few minutes I opened a 

book and almost immediately spied another minister’s sermon title. Instantaneously, I knew that God 

was using that sermon title to speak to me. The title read, “In God’s Name, Be Gentle!” It was by Dr. 

Lloyd John Ogilvie. 

But there the truth was, staring me straight in the face. No gentleness! No joy! It was something I knew 

but evidently had forgotten in my disgust. 

Ladies and gentlemen, frequently it is our own negative attitude toward others and our unwillingness to 

treat them gently that keeps us miserable. Our own negative attitude keeps us bound in our hurts and 

resentments, and, consequently, robs us of our joy. 

Today, I want to say a few words about the importance of having a good attitude. Why does attitude 

matter? 

First, attitude matters because we have seen the results of poor attitudes! Years ago, well- known 

sportscaster Grantland Rice said that it was not important whether we win or lose, but “how we played 

the game.” Beautiful words, but the reality is that our society doesn't accept them anymore. The sole 

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org
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emphasis today seems to be on winning. We have bought into the philosophy, “Show me a good loser, 

and I'll show you a loser.” 

In a society of superstars and celebrities in nearly every field, there is enormous pressure to win. So 

when an individual or team loses we often hear excuses, complaints or accusations. And, on occasion, 

we see temper-tantrums, fights and other demonstrations of poor sportsmanship. 

Someone wrote, and I like it, “Don't complain about the way the ball bounces if you are the one who 

dropped the ball.” 

Second, attitudes matter because they affect every aspect of our lives. As a matter of fact, our lives 

depend on our attitudes. Good relationships and good jobs ride on our right mental attitudes. Generally 

speaking, people want to be around those who are optimistic and who demonstrate a love of life. 

“Prophets of doom” are simply not in great demand. 

Now, not anybody can be smiley all the time, but having a positive attitude is nothing to be sneezed at. It 

has something to do with believing in ourselves and having confidence that God is in control. 

Third, attitude matters because it can offer hope to the world! William James states that “human beings 

can alter their lives by altering their attitudes.” 

You will remember Norman Cousin’s book, “Anatomy of an Illness.” The book was about his own 

struggle to overcome an incurable illness. He described how his laughter, his refusal to accept the 

incurable verdict, his determined will to live, and his becoming a partner in the development of his own 

treatment, led to his recovery. Cousin’s life, indeed, was altered by his own attitude! 

It is my firm conviction that human beings can alter their cities by altering their attitudes. Do you ever 

get weary of hearing about our cities’ problems: racism, crime, poverty, faulty governments, the lack of 

leadership, etc.? Well, I do, but we must not ignore the fact that our cities have problems. However, it is 

time to stop cursing the darkness in our cities and to light a few candles. A positive attitude will do 

wonders. 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

The story of John Wesley’s sisters     

PATHWAY TO HIS PRESENCE 

B.J. FUNK 

I don’t know why I kept reading this book on John Wesley’s seven sisters, other than the fact that 

anything concerning John Wesley pulls me like a magnet. I wanted to understand more about his sisters 

and their apparent need for love, as the title suggests. “Seven Sisters in Search of Love” by Frederick E. 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/
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Maser was not a particularly great read unless one has a keen interest in this family, in the kind of 

parenting that could produce two giants of faith like John and Charles, and yet fall short where 

relationships of love were concerned. I was.  

Susanna’s children were covered daily in religious devotion, discipline, and academia. She and her 

husband placed a tremendous emphasis on piety and the importance of a virtuous life. However, she had 

a difficult time showing her affections to her daughters, and even to John. She knew God had a calling 

on him, and thought that any tenderness toward him might get in the way of his being put solidly on the 

path that God had chosen for him. Admirable as that is, her coldness hindered him with women all of his 

life. He was never able to settle comfortably in a lasting relationship with a female.  

So, I jumped into this book, published in 1988, wanting to know more about this particular topic. Being 

an avid reader of anything Wesleyan, I had never seen a book that concentrated solely on the daughters’ 

search for love.  

Emily Wesley loved Robert Leybourne, who was driven away by her family. Then, she loved a Quaker, 

and John came against that relationship because of his religion. She loved Leybourne passionately, but 

later married Robert Harper. As a husband and provider he was a disaster.  

Hetty intended to marry against her parents’ will. She eloped, slept one night with her lover, knowing 

for sure they would be married the next day. He had no intentions of marriage. She was pregnant, and 

now had to face a long period of rejection from all of her family. Her father arranged a marriage, to save 

the family honor, with an uncouth plumber who later became a wife abuser.  

Daughter Susanna, having known the extreme poverty of her parents’ home, married a wealthy man 

without much thought as to whether she loved him and without her parents’ permission.  She sincerely 

believed he was a gentleman farmer of good prospects and considerable wealth. Instead of being a 

gentleman, he was a coarse, vulgar, immoral man who also abused his wife. She had four children with 

him, and finally left him. 

Molly, who was disabled, married a man 14 years younger than her. Her happiness was short-lived. She 

died at the birth of their first still-born child. Her husband had an indiscretion when he was engaged to 

Molly, and the Wesley family never forgot it and most never forgave it. After her death, most of the 

Wesleys broke all ties with her husband. 

Samuel Wesley interfered once again in a daughter’s selection of a mate. He forbade John Romley from 

even coming to their home to court daughter Martha. She then married Westley Hall, and their courtship 

and married life is the strangest story of all the Wesley sisters. Westley was a womanizer and had an 

affair, ending in a pregnancy, with a petite, attractive seamstress employed in their home. On another 

occasion, Hall brought home another child from another mistress, and ordered his wife to care for it, 

which she did. Eventually, Hall became a polygamist, openly preaching the doctrine of multiple wives.  
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Kezzy Wesley was also in love with Westley Hall, who married her sister Martha. But, he courted them 

both at the same time, finally choosing Martha. Kezzy never married, and died at the age of 32. 

Anne is the only sister who seemed to have found true love in her marriage. She and John Lambert were 

apparently devoted to each other and were well off financially. Her family accepted him. They had one 

son together. 

Given the difficult living conditions of that time, the high infant mortality rate (Susanna and Samuel lost 

nine children, with 10 surviving), the difficulty Samuel had in paying their bills, the number of times he 

was put into debtor’s prison, the reports of Samuel’s sarcasm and temper, and the many other difficulties 

of rearing a family, the children did not have many opportunities to view a model marriage in their 

parents. They probably did the best they could. 

So, what can you and I learn from this? Don’t be so hard on your neighbor when their children have 

problems. It happens in even the best of families. And, don’t be so hard on yourself for those things you 

could not help. Even in your difficulties, a Charles or John Wesley might arise from your home. 

Thankfully, God is not looking for perfect parenting or perfect homes, but submitted and obedient ones. 

And thankfully, He’s not finished with any of us yet. 

The Rev. B.J. Funk is associate pastor of Central UMC in Fitzgerald. Email her at 

bjfunk@bellsouth.net.  

 

2015 KidzQuest retreat helps students stay anchored in Christ 

In the midst of fierce storms, anchors hold boats in place, keeping the relentless waves from smashing 

the vessels onto the shore. 

Just as boats need anchors, so do we need anchors to hold us secure in our spiritual lives. 

At this year’s KidzQuest retreat, set for Oct. 2 through Oct. 4 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons 

Island, students will dive into God’s word to learn how to be anchored in the hope of Jesus Christ. 

Designed for students in the third through sixth grades, this annual children’s retreat will encourage kids 

to stay on course and focus on their relationship with Jesus. The theme, “Anchored,” pulled from 

Hebrews 6:19 which says, “We have this hope as an anchor for our soul, firm and secure,” will be 

woven throughout the large group sessions, devotions, and church- time materials.  

“For more than 10 years, KidzQuest has provided a place for churches of all sizes to come together and 

experience a fall retreat tailored just for this younger age group,” said Event Coordinator Suzanne 

Akins. “The children bring such high energy and a desire to be a part of everything which makes this 

event so much fun!” 

mailto:bjfunk@bellsouth.net
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Sponsored by South Georgia’s Connectional Ministries, KidzQuest offers a chance for children to take a 

break from school, spend time with friends, worship with church groups of all sizes and hear about the 

hope they have in Christ’s unfailing love. Free time has also been included in the schedule to allow 

groups to enjoy St. Simons Island’s amenities and activities.  

Worship leader Jagee Melton will lead students into God’s presence with her fun, high-energy, 

contemporary songs. Melton uses music to teach biblical truth and helps kids express their hearts to 

Jesus. 

A KidzQuest favorite, Brandon Rushin, also known as “Hey Ya,” will emcee and entertain attendees. He 

brings an energetic, contagious personality and his interactive and fun characters leave a lasting 

impression. 

By combining the art of illusion, escapes, ballooning and comedy along with the Gospel, speaker and 

entertainer Keith Coast will create an unforgettable experience. Coast believes that Christians should 

have more fun than anyone else because of the joy they have in Christ. It’s always easier to share the 

love of the Lord with a smile, and Coast specializes in making smiles. 

KidzQuest is a Safe Sanctuaries compliant event. All adult chaperones must be Safe Sanctuaries 

certified. The cost for this event is $130 per person and includes programming, insurance, food, lodging 

and a t-shirt. Churches will register as a group and payment is required within seven days. For more 

information, contact event coordinator Suzanne Akins at suzanne@sgaumc.com, Allison Lindsey 

at allison@sgaumc.com, or visit www.sgaumc.org/kidzquest to register online. Deadline for registration 

is September 25, 2015. 

 

God demands justice 

Sunday school lesson for the week of August 23, 2015 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson scripture: Zechariah 7:8-14 

About Zechariah 

The name Zechariah means the “Lord has remembered.” Along with Haggai and Malachi, Zechariah 

was one of only three post-exilic prophets.  

With a message similar to Haggai, his contemporary, Zechariah wrote to the remnant returned from 

Babylon (Ezra 6:14). The prophet was seeking to encourage the returned remnant by pointing out that 

God was at work in the world. And God was about restoring Israel to their spiritual inheritance as they 

prepared for the coming of the Messiah. 

mailto:suzanne@sgaumc.com
mailto:allison@sgaumc.com
http://www.sgaumc.org/kidzquest
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Writing in his book “A Popular Survey of the Old Testament,” Norman Geisler, of Southern Evangelical 

Seminary, states that several teachings stand out in Zechariah: (1) the centrality of the Temple in God's 

spiritual restoration of Israel; (2) the providence of God in bringing back His people to their land; and 

(3) the preeminence of the Messiah in the future spiritual restoration of Israel. 

The Book of Zechariah gives a combination of eight fantastic visions and oracles of the prophet 

Zechariah (chapters 1-8) known as “First Zechariah.” Then there is a collection of more disjointed 

oracles that do not mention the prophet that are composed in a strikingly different poetic style (chapters 

9-14) designated as “Second Zechariah.” Scholars tell us that these visions confirm that God plans 

wonderful blessings for God’s people and for Jerusalem under the anointed leadership of the high priest 

Joshua and the governor Zerubbel. The later oracles, however, prophesy both doom and restoration on a 

larger cosmic scale. 

Lesson Introduction 

Though the background scriptures include both Zechariah 7:8-14 and Isaiah 30:18-26, I am basically 

going to stick with the lesson scripture, which is Zechariah 7:8-14. 

Before proceeding further with Zechariah, let me say a word about the Isaiah passage. Isaiah 30:18-26 

was composed in very different circumstances than our Zechariah lesson scripture. This Isaiah passage 

spoke to the people of Judah during the exile as the people awaited deliverance and an opportunity to 

return to their land. While Zechariah explains why the exile occurred and now urges faithfulness to 

those who have returned to Jerusalem, scholars state that the Isaiah passage gives assurance that they 

will return and Zion will be restored. Thus, the Zechariah passage speaks on both sides of the message 

of Isaiah 30: 18-26 – to why the exile happened and what happened after the exile ended. However, both 

passages express the faith that God alone is the deliverer and that God expects faith and obedience.  

Do Not Even Think About Evil  

Zechariah makes clear to the people of Judah that God’s command to act justly and show mercy is at the 

very heart of what God expects the human response to be. So much like the prophets before him, 

Zechariah’s message is about just treatment of those who are most vulnerable in our society. In verse 10, 

Zechariah says, “do not oppress the widow, the orphan, the alien, or the poor.” Of course, these concerns 

are not new and are addressed in the legal material of the Old Testament in very specific ways (example, 

Deuteronomy 15). 

Zechariah then adds another whole dimension when he states that the people should also act with right 

intentions. Specifically, he declares, “do not desire evil in your hearts against one another” (7:10). 

According to scholars, “heart’ here refers to the seat of reason, not sentimentality or emotion. The 

message here is that in all the thoughts and plans of the people justice should be paramount. It should 

not be an afterthought or something that is overlooked or neglected.  
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It is not enough simply to follow certain regulations about how to treat the poor. Having the right 

attitude toward other citizens is also critical.  

Scholars remind us that Zechariah’s words are important (7:9, 10) to note since many people assume the 

Old Testament is dominated by law in the narrow sense of that term. In fact, however, the legal 

provisions of the Old Testament are usually accompanied by instructions on how to be committed in 

spirit to what God expects, and Zechariah illustrates that point. 

However, we are informed that a better known example of what Zechariah is saying appears in the Ten 

Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17). Some of the laws concerning the treatment of other people may be 

judged rather objectively (impartially or neutrally). For example, compliance with the commands “You 

shall not murder” and “You shall not commit adultery” (Exodus 20:13, 14) is easy to determine. But as 

scholars point out, the Commandments end with the demand “You shall not covet” anything that 

belongs to your neighbor (20:17). As you know, “covet” refers to having desire for, longing for, and 

wanting to possess something. The point is, it refers to internal rather than external obedience. Thus, 

Zechariah instructs God’s people not to “desire evil” in their hearts. 

Though not exactly the same and not as specific, Zechariah’s words are similar to Jesus’ instructions in 

his Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7). As you are aware, Jesus cites certain Old Testament laws or 

popular sayings or customs and then gives an additional expectation that involves internal commitment. 

One example is the statement Jesus adds to the commandment against murder: “But I say to you that if 

you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgement ...” (Matthew 5:22). 

So what Zechariah’s words point out are that Jesus was not repudiating the Old Testament with his own 

commands, as though the Old Testament were inadequate. Rather, as scholars attest, Jesus was 

highlighting the deeper level of commitment that was already present in the Old Testament. 

For Christians, the message here is that Jesus’ emphasis on “intent” changes the way we read passages 

like Zechariah 7:8-10. Rather than simply focusing on external responses we are also instructed to pay 

special attention to our thoughts: “do not devise evil in your hearts against one another” (7:10). 

The Bible is a Blueprint for Faithful Living 

One of the main reasons for Zechariah’s disappointment with the people of Judah is that they didn’t 

listen to him. And their failure to listen to him had a history. Neither had the people of Judah heeded the 

law of Moses or the words of the prophets who had come before him.  

As scholars inform us, the reference to “former prophets” in verse 12 may simply refer to previous 

prophets. But “law” clearly refers to the written instruction that appears in Genesis through 

Deuteronomy. 

Now, the Scripture is the most readily available source of God’s revelation and instruction to us in how 

to live. Why people don’t read it more is astonishing. 
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When we do read the Bible we are essentially asking two questions: “Do I expect to meet God?” and 

“Am I willing to obey God?” 

I read somewhere that the Bible provides four things:  

1. Doctrine – what God wants us to know!  

2. Reproof – what God wants us to stop doing!  

3. Correction – what God wants us to change!  

4. Instruction in righteousness!  

At any rate, Jesus told a story in Luke 16:19-31 that seems appropriate here. Jesus told the story of a rich 

man who ignored the poor. When he died he was taken to a place of torment. From there he begged 

Abraham to send someone back from the dead to warn his brothers to change their lives. But Abraham 

replied that the brothers had the Law and the Prophets of Scripture, and if they would not listen to them 

they would also not pay attention to someone from the dead. 

The Land is Desolate 

The final verses of chapter 7 record the natural outcome of God's people not listening. God does not 

listen to them. Indeed, this has such a tragic ring. Consequently, God allows them to be scattered 

“among the nations.” This, of course, has to do with the exile and the people of Jerusalem living in 

various parts of the Mediterranean world after that traumatic event. 

The people refused to act justly and protect the poor so God scattered them among the nations. As 

scholars note, this explanation of what happened to the people of Judah includes two references to the 

land being “desolate” (7:14). The repetition of the term “desolate” emphasizes the point that the land 

suffered from the disobedience of the people.   

Carrying this Old Testament truth forward, we should recognize that every action, whether good or evil, 

has an impact on the world around us, even the nonhuman world. Perhaps the obvious illustration here is 

when a military action leaves a landscape scarred along with its human casualties. But it is also true that 

every other action, however, indirect, also affects the whole world. Thus, the choice is ours. We can 

either do good to the benefit of the whole world, or we can do evil and leave other people and the land 

“devastated.” 

Action Plan:  

1. What is Zechariah’s message in our scripture lesson (7:8-14) to the church today?  

2. Who will protect the weak from their oppressors? 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/
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Return to a just God 

Sunday school lesson for the week of August 30, 2015 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson scripture: Malachi 3:1-10 

About Malachi 

Indications are that Malachi prophesied somewhere between 430 B.C. and 420 B.C. Clearly, the 

prophecy occurred after the rebuilding of the “Temple” in 516 B.C. which, according to Malachi, had 

become corrupt. 

After only a few generations, the returned remnant had lost the spiritual vitality of their fore-parents and 

both the priests and the people had backslidden. Thus, Malachi lashes out against their ritual and ethical 

misdeeds. Violating the Torah stipulations, the priests were offering animals for sacrifice that were 

blind, lame or sick (read Lev. 22; 21-25). To offer less than a perfect sacrifice was to profane God’s 

name (Lev. 22: 32). Priests were also to instruct the people, but priests had misled the worshipers, 

causing them to stumble. 

In addition to the problematic priests, God’s people themselves had been faithless to one another. They 

had ignored the covenant prohibitions against marrying foreign women and had sought to hide their 

infidelity. Divorce had become a joke and was way too easy for them. These people of God had 

oppressed the marginal and had robbed God by their failure to tithe their offerings. They had even 

questioned God’s justice. 

In describing the people’s backslidden ways, one scholar speaks of their “religious decline, their social 

debasement, their moral defection and their material dissipation.” 

So, as we can see, Malachi rebuked Israel’s social and moral decay. He warned this backslidden remnant 

that unless there is purity in God’s people there will be a purging by God’s own hand. Thus, Malachi 

calls for repentance and stresses the absolute necessity of sincerity and purity as prerequisites for serving 

God. 

The Book of Malachi  

As we are aware, Malachi is both the final prophetic book in the Old Testament and also the final book 

in the Old Testament. Scholars inform us that as the final word in the Old Testament, the prophetic 

books point directly to the ministry of Jesus. 

Malachi 3 speaks of a messenger who will come to prepare the way for the Lord’s coming. For the 

Gospel writers, this messenger is understood to be John the Baptist. And these writers illustrated his role 

primarily by quoting from Isaiah 40:3, “the voice of one crying out in the wilderness.” 
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Scholars also point out that Mark 1:2 clearly refers to Malachi 3:1 when it says, “see, I am sending my 

messenger.” Therefore, the language and theme of Malachi 3 resonate with the beginning of the 

Gospels. 

Then Matthew 7:12, which is another part of today’s background scripture, and the key verse, also 

makes the connection. This passage points out that love of one’s neighbor sums up the Law and the 

Prophets, and is necessary to prepare for God’s presence. 

The Fire that Cleanses and Purifies  

Regardless of his specific identity, the messenger comes to remind the people of their covenant with the 

Lord. His coming will prepare for God’s coming into the Temple. Thus, the messenger’s arrival is aimed 

at purifying the people of their uncleanness. God is holy and will not stand for what is unholy.  

The messenger’s cleansing work will first be directed toward the priests who serve in the Temple. The 

priests are descendants of Levi (3:3). In addition to the criticisms of the priests previously mentioned, 

another issue seems to be that the priests have more respect for the Persian governor sent to oversee the 

territory than for God. Their priority is not correct. 

So the messenger comes as “a refiner’s fire…” (3:3). The language about fire in Malachi 3:1-10 speaks 

of radical change that is good but brings discomfort. Although the image of fire in the Bible is often 

taken as a reference to judgment and punishment, this is clearly not the case here. Note that the fire is a 

“refiner’s fire.” It is meant to purify, as ancient people used fire to purify precious metals like gold and 

silver. Malachi states specifically that this fire is for the purpose of purifying “the descendants of Levi,” 

those charged with carrying out the service of the Temple in Jerusalem. 

Now, the specific identification of the purpose of God’s fire has significant implications for us. As 

scholars explain, it suggests that we should read most of the Bible’s promises of God’s presence as fire 

that judges and purges as promises for us, not for those who are outside the church. Therefore, the most 

common promise of judgment is a promise for those in relationship with God.  

Why should this be so? First, God has expectations of us that He doesn’t have of everyone. That is, 

because we gave responsibility for carrying out God’s work and for sharing the good news. We belong 

to God and God needs us to be prepared for service.  

Second, God’s refining fire is aimed at us simply because we are in relationship with God and that 

relationship is to be taken very seriously. Malachi points out that the priests who were supposed to be 

most attentive to their relationship with God had in fact taken that relationship for granted. You 

remember, they offered inferior offerings while at the same time they gave greater attention to secular 

offerings (1:8). Because God cares so deeply about His relationship with us, he will not tolerate half-

hearted commitments and insincere service on our part. 

Before moving on, it should be noted that God’s refining or purging fire is mentioned in both the Old 

and New Testaments. When John the Baptist described the ministry of Jesus he said “he will baptize you 
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with the Holy Spirit and fire” (Matthew 3:11). Therefore, we are told that Malachi anticipates this role 

Jesus will have in our lives and in the world when he promises “the messenger of the covenant” will 

come (3:1).  

The Human Response to the Unchanging God 

Malachi 3:1-10 emphasizes the human response to God. More than once the prophet calls on God’s 

people to return or repent, to come back to God. 

So what does it mean to be in relationship with God? Where does this relationship begin? For sure, our 

salvation is initiated by God’s grace and not our actions.  

What exactly is Malachi talking about here? First and foremost, Malachi makes the point that God does 

not change. God continues to reach out and seek us in grace. The problem, however, is always our desire 

or ability to perceive God’s grace. 

Malachi states in verse 6, “For I the Lord do not change: therefore you, o children of Jacob, have not 

perished.” If God did change, if God were irrational or given to emotional highs and lows, then surely 

God would not have allowed the unfaithful people to survive. But unless we turn toward God, unless we 

are aware of the precious nature of the relationship we have with God, we will not experience God’s 

marvelous kindness and mercy. 

So, when God says in verse 7, “Return to me, and I will return to you,” that is not a conditional 

arrangement where God’s grace depends on human response. Rather, this is the recognition that unless 

humans turn to God he/she will not experience the love and mercy God is extending. 

Giving Our Best 

The human response God requires of us can be summed up in the words of the old hymn, “Give of your 

Best to the Master.” The following words make up the second verse: 

“Give of your best to the Master, 

Give Him first place in your heart. 

Give Him first place in your service;  

Consecrate every part. 

Give, and to you will be given;  

God His beloved Son gave. 

Gratefully seeking to serve Him,  

Give Him the best that you have.” 

Malachi’s call is for us to specifically give God the best we have in terms of our offering. He speaks of 

our giving the full tithe of the produce of the land as a thanksgiving for God’s goodness. Any less 

offering than that will be considered as “robbing God.” 
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But notice that just prior to his call to give a proper offering, Malachi says that God will come to judge 

oppressive acts, such as the mistreatment of hired workers and the casting aside of the needs of the 

widow and the orphan. Evidently, sacrifice and gifts on the altar are meaningless if they are not 

accompanied by justice. 

Thus, we understand that Malachi has both types of actions side by side in his proclamation. He makes 

the point that both justice and the tithe are signs of giving our best to God. 

Action Plan: 

1. Why do you think that more church persons don’t tithe in the church today? Please be specific. 

2. Identify types of situations to which you are most likely to contribute. 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 8/17/2015 edition 

Early Response Team Training – Aug. 22 

An ERT Training will be held from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 22 at Pierce Chapel UMC in 

Midland. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate 

aftermath of a disaster. At the training, participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and, upon 

completion of the course, will receive an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-shirt. Background checks are 

required before receiving badges. Please provide proof of background check. Safe Sanctuaries 

background checks are applicable. Any interested volunteers who need training or re-certification should 

contact Rick Dorer at dorerr@bellsouth.net ASAP to reserve a slot. 

Day of Study in the Southwest District – Aug. 22 

On Saturday, Aug. 22, the Southwest District will host a Day of Study. Rev. Dr. Loyd Melton, the John 

Montgomery Bell Professor of New Testament and the Director of the Doctor of Ministry Program at 

Erskine Theological Seminary, will teach through the book of Revelation. Registration is due by 

Monday, Aug.17. Email the district office at swdistrictoffice@mediacombb.net or call (229-273-3119) 

to register.  

Ignite South Georgia – Aug. 28-29 

Valdosta’s Park Avenue United Methodist Church is hosting Ignite South Georgia, a weekend event 

designed to reinvigorate your faith. Set for August 28-29, the two-day retreat features speakers Allison 

Lindsey, Julie Tennent, Dr. Stephen L. Martyn, James R. (Regi) Campbell, and George Dennehy. The 

cost is $50 and participants will receive one CEU. Visit www.paumc.com for more information and to 

register. 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/
mailto:dorerr@bellsouth.net
mailto:swdistrictoffice@mediacombb.net
http://www.paumc.com/
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Pension Seminar, Baxley – Sept. 10 

South Georgia's Administrative Services Office will present three pension seminars this year: Sept. 10 in 

Baxley, Sept. 11 in Americus, and Sept. 12 in Fitzgerald. Presenters will be from the General Board of 

Pension and Health Benefits and the Social Security Administration. Personalized retirement projections 

and lunch will be available at the meetings for those making reservations. Reservations may be made by 

calling the Administrative Services Office at 478-738-0048 or 1-800-535-4224 or by email 

to eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com. The Baxley seminar will be held on Thursday, Sept. 10, 2015 at 9:30 

a.m. at Baxley First United Methodist Church, 217 S Main St. in Baxley. Click here to view a brochure 

with detailed information, including an agenda. 

Pension Seminar, Americus – Sept. 11 

South Georgia's Administrative Services Office will present three pension seminars this year: Sept. 10 in 

Baxley, Sept. 11 in Americus, and Sept. 12 in Fitzgerald. Presenters will be from the General Board of 

Pension and Health Benefits and the Social Security Administration. Personalized retirement projections 

and lunch will be available at the meetings for those making reservations. Reservations may be made by 

calling the Administrative Services Office at 478-738-0048 or 1-800-535-4224 or by email 

to eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com. The Americus seminar will be held on Friday, Sept. 11, 2015, at 9:30 

a.m., at Americus First United Methodist Church, 200 S Lee St. in Americus. Click here to view a 

brochure with detailed information, including an agenda. 

Pension Seminar, Fitzgerald– Sept. 12 

South Georgia's Administrative Services Office will present three pension seminars this year: Sept. 10 in 

Baxley, Sept. 11 in Americus, and Sept. 12 in Fitzgerald. Presenters will be from the General Board of 

Pension and Health Benefits and the Social Security Administration. Personalized retirement projections 

and lunch will be available at the meetings for those making reservations. Reservations may be made by 

calling the Administrative Services Office at 478-738-0048 or 1-800-535-4224 or by email 

to eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com. The Fitzgerald seminar will be held on Saturday, Sept. 12, 2015, at 9:30 

a.m., at Central United Methodist Church, 201 W Central Ave. in Fitzgerald. Click here to view a 

brochure with detailed information, including an agenda. 

Magnolia Manor’s annual 5k run/walk – Sept. 12 

On Saturday, Sept. 12, Magnolia Manor’s Americus campus will host its 8th annual 5k run/walk. It is the 

same great course through the wooded campus but with a fun new twist: this year it will be a GLOW 

Run, held at night. Participants will receive a t-shirt as well as a headlamp to help light the way on the 

glowing course, in addition to the fun of the special glow in the dark photo booth. There are timed and 

untimed options for participants and fun is guaranteed! Click here to register for the event. Cost is $35 

timed, $30 untimed.  

Magnolia Manor Golf Challenge – Sept 18 

Magnolia Manor’s Golf Challenge to benefit the Macon campus will be held on Friday, Sept. 18 at 

Southern Hills Golf Club in Hawkinsville. If you are a golfer, you don’t want to miss this opportunity. 

Southern Hills is a beautiful golf course, with rolling terrain and open land along with fairways lined 

mailto:eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
mailto:eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
mailto:eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
https://endurancecui.active.com/event-reg/select-race?e=19885152
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with oaks and pines. The cost is $400 per team. Contact Sheila Bivins at sbivins@magnoliamanor.com 

or 229-931-5928 for more information.  

Methodist Children’s Home Work Day – Sept. 20 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering on Sunday, 

Sept. 20 to support the ministry of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth. The Work Day 

Offering for the Methodist Home is a tradition from the 1900s, a time when people, mostly farmers, 

donated the equivalent of one day’s wages to the Methodist Home. Sometimes they would load a freight 

car with cotton or peanuts and send it to Macon. Today folks just use a calculator. The amount of the 

work day offering can be calculated quite simply: Divide your annual income by 365 (farmers didn’t 

take vacation days.) For example, if a person made $60,000 a year, it would be $60,000 divided by 365 

= $164. Whether you give cotton or a check, be assured that your gift will bring hope and a new lease on 

life to the more than 400 children and families they serve every day. To learn more about this incredible 

ministry of our conference, visit www.themethodisthome.org.  

KidzQuest – Oct. 2-4 

KidzQuest is an annual fall weekend retreat for third through sixth grade students at Epworth By The 

Sea on St. Simons Island. Sponsored by South Georgia’s Connectional Ministries, KidzQuest offers a 

chance for children to take a break from school, spend time with friends, worship with church groups of 

all sizes and hear about the hope we have in Christ’s unfailing love. Free time has been scheduled in to 

allow for groups to enjoy the island as well. Visit www.sgaumc.org/kidzquest for more information and 

to register. 

World Communion Sunday – Oct. 4 

World Communion Sunday is one of the six churchwide Special Sundays of The United Methodist 

Church. Our church is at its best when we reach out to sisters and brothers in need. World Communion 

Sunday calls the church to reach out to all people and model diversity among God’s children. United 

Methodists relate to World Communion Sunday by celebrating communion with other Christians around 

the world on this special Sunday. Churches are also encouraged to receive an offering to support 

scholarships for ethnic undergraduate and graduate students. Our gifts often enable first-generation 

students to attend college. To make it easier to change the world Oct. 4, please download a free eBook. 

 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. Julian Lester Tucker, Sr. 

Rev. Julian Lester Tucker, Sr., 83, of Jesup, Ga., passed away at Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital in 

Albany on Tuesday, Aug. 11, 2015, after an extended illness. The Duval County, Fla. native had lived in 

the South Georgia area most of his life and was the youngest of five sons born to the late John Clifford 

and Beulah Smith Tucker. He was the first boy in Georgia to become the National Winner in Forestry 

for the 4H Club with his discovery using chemical stimulants to increase the gum yield from pine trees. 

mailto:sbivins@magnoliamanor.com
http://www.themethodisthome.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/kidzquest
http://www.umcgiving.org/pastors/resources?category=2750
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/081414_WCS_EBOOK_FINAL.pdf
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He served as President of the Tift County FH Club and Vice Governor for the State 4H Organization and 

graduated from Fitzgerald High School in 1950. He attended Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College for 

two terms and graduated from Young Harris in 1952 where he met and married the love of his life, 

Martha Dean Wright of LaGrange, Ga., and they became the proud parents of four children: Julie Dean 

Cole of Hiawassee, Ga.; Joy Denise Bond of Pittsboro, N.C.; Julian Lester Tucker, Jr. (deceased); and 

Charles Frederick Tucker, both of Jesup, Ga.; 11 grandchildren; 22 great-grandchildren; and several 

nieces and nephews. 

Julian graduated from Georgia Southern with a Bachelor of Science in History and then attended 

Candler School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta. He served as Chaplain of the Youth 

Football Association and enjoyed golfing, quail hunting, fishing, reading, but above all – preaching. He 

loved people and was energized by the opportunity to serve those in need. Julian served as an active 

Methodist minister for over 50 years, which included being pastor at Jesup First United Methodist 

Church, Akin Memorial United Methodist Church of Mt. Pleasant, Georgia and Bethel United Methodist 

Church in Appling County, Georgia. He served the South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist 

Church, served on the District Committee on Ordained Ministry, served as Chairman of the Local Pastor 

Committee and on the Board of Evangelism. 

Services were held on Saturday, Aug. 15, 2015 at Jesup First United Methodist Church with Rev. 

Tucker Lewis, Rev. Willie Beasley, and Rev. Byron Scott officiating. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Julian Tucker Scholarship Fund, Jesup First 

United Methodist Church, 205 E. Cherry Street, Jesup, GA 31546. 

Sign the online guestbook at www.rinehartandsons.com.  

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – September 2015 

9/03 – Helen Berenthien: PO Box 5803; Columbus, GA 31906 

9/03 – Fred Foster: 1964 Madison Hwy.; Quitman, GA 31643 

9/03 – Guy Mathis, Jr.: 100 N. Bailey Avenue; Leslie, GA 31764 

9/04 – Earl James: 310 Avondale Circle; Warner Robins, GA  31088 

9/05 – Mark Kase: 1100 Arthur J. Moore Dr., Unit 102; St Simons Island, GA 31522 

9/05 – Gene Yelverton: 6345 Concord Church Rd.; Ellaville, GA 31806 

9/06 – Cecil Hazen: 515 Ferncliff Terrace; Macon, GA 31204 

9/09 – Don Northrip: 103 Carson St.; Newington, GA 30446 

9/12 – Randall Daniell: 808 Davis Ave.; Tifton, GA 31794   

9/14 – Tom Johnson, Sr.: PO Box 127; Oxford, GA 30054 

9/15 – Ted Bass: 133 Brieghton Ct.; Macon, GA 31210 

9/15 – Elick Bullington, Jr.: PO Box 607; Broxton, GA 31519 

9/16 – William Berry, Sr.: 405 Brookside Dr.; Augusta, GA 30904 

9/16 – Bob Norwood: 946 Old Wadley Rd.; Swainsboro, GA 30401 

http://www.rinehartandsons.com/
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9/16 – Ray Youngblood: 2027 Wren Road; North Augusta, SC 29841 

9/18 – Burns Willis: 1815 E. Washington St.; Thomasville, GA 31792 

9/20 – Jimmy Chester, Jr.: 1512 Rosewood Dr.; Savannah, GA 31406 

9/20 – James Trice, Jr.: 5300 Zebulon Rd.; Garden Home 31; Macon, GA 31210  

9/21 – Robert Herrington, Sr.: 185 S. 6th St.; Cochran, GA 31014 

9/21 – Virgil Lee: 208 Yorkshire Crescent; Thomasville, GA 31792 

9/22 – Edwin Chase: 70 Shipwatch Rd.; Savannah, GA 31410 

9/22 – Eddie Ratcliffe: 3232 Rosewood Ave.; Brunswick, GA 31520 

9/23 – Stephen Posey: 7722 South Park Ave.; Broken Arrow, OK 74011 

9/24 – Cecil Felts: PO Box 428; Omega, GA  31775 

9/25 – Julian Tucker: 1092 Harper St.; Jesup, GA 31546 

9/26 – Larry Sauls: PO Box 207; Portal, GA 30450 

9/27 – James Boyd: 112 Asbury St.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 

9/28 – Donna Jordan:  43092 Highway 23 North; Metter GA  30439 

9/28 – Bill Ryan: 2138 Red Bank Circle; Sevierville, TN 37876 

 

Scripture Readings – Aug. 17 

Aug. 23 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 8:(1,6,10-11), 22-30, 41-43 

Psalm 84 

Ephesians 6:10-20 

John 6:56-69 

Aug. 30 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Song of Solomon 2:8-13 

Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 

James 1:17-27 

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Sept. 6 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 

Psalm 125 or Psalm 124 

James 2:1-10 (11-13) 14-17 

Mark 7:24-37 


