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SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE – SEPTEMBER 8 EDITION  

 

Epworth UMC member ministers through monogrammed towels 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Suzy Revell sometimes gets strange looks as she unloads her shopping cart at Kohl’s. The same thing 

happens when she shops at Wal-Mart and Kmart.  

Revell, 63, an active member of Epworth United Methodist Church in Columbus, frequents these stores 

to buy bath towels in bulk. 

“I sometimes buy 20 towels at a time and I get some funny looks from cashiers,” she said. Because she 

buys towels in several different colors, “they probably think I have funny decorating ideas!” 

The stares and inevitable questions and comments don’t faze her, though. 

“It gives me an opportunity to share my ministry,” she said. 

Her ministry is one that got her dubbed “the towel person” by the folks at Columbus’ Open Door 

Community House.  

A retired child abuse investigator for the Georgia Department of Family and Children Services, Revell 

has a heart for children and a passion for serving others. When she retired in 2003 she knew she wanted 

to continue to serve children but wasn’t sure in what capacity. 

An avid sewer and crafter, she bought a monogram machine, and, with that and her background working 

with children, a ministry was born.  

Every month since January 2008, she has given a personalized bath towel on their birthday to each child 

participating in Open Door Community House’s Mathews Promise Academy. 

An after-school and full day summer academy focused on spiritual growth, reading development, 

academic enrichment, and more, Mathews Promise Academy serves children who live at or below 

federal poverty guidelines. 
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Revell also personalizes towels for children at Our House at Carpenter’s Way Ranch, a ministry of the 

Methodist Home for Children and Youth. She’s been doing towels for them since 2007. 

“This is my way to serve the children in our community,” Revell said. “I know how important it is to 

have something with your name on it and for it to be spelled correctly and be yours.” 

Many of the children served by Open Door and the Methodist Home don’t have much – or anything – of 

their own, and the towels became a way to give them something of their very own and to celebrate who 

they are. 

“This became a way for her to give to them in a way that said, ‘You, as a unique person, are cared about 

uniquely and deeply, and I want to show you that in this way,’” said Kim Jenkins, Open Door’s 

Executive Director. 

Revell never sees the children who receive her towels. She makes them, drops them off, and quietly 

leaves, but she’s fine with that. She’s a quiet, humble servant, happy to work behind the scenes and let 

someone else – and the ministries themselves – have the spotlight. 

She couldn’t avoid the spotlight, though, when Open Door’s staff named her “Volunteer of the Year” 

this year and recognized her commitment to serving children. 

“We see so much of who she is and her heart and her passion for the children that we serve here,” 

Jenkins said. “People recognize the commitment she makes to these kids each and every day through 

this ministry. She truly loves each and every one of these kids.” 

Revell personalizes about 150 towels each year. She keeps meticulous notes in a spreadsheet, detailing 

the colors of the towels and thread and the font she uses on each towel she gives to ensure that children 

don’t receive duplicates. 

The married mother of two and grandmother of four doesn’t accept donations and has never considered 

the cost of the ministry. To her, it’s just what she’s called to do. 

“I am doing this for the children,” she said. “It’s important to the children and it’s important to me.” 

 

Wesley Glen Ministries welcomes new president and CEO 

The Board of Wesley Glen Ministries is pleased to announce that Kathy McCollum will serve as the 

organization’s next President and Chief Executive Officer beginning Aug. 31. 

“The Board, staff, families, program participants and residents of Wesley Glen warmly welcome Kathy 

with great confidence in her ability to lead us on an upward trajectory,” said Tom Swift, Chairman of the 

Board of Wesley Glen Ministries. “Her compassion, business acumen, fundraising skills and capacity to 



3 
 

master the issues facing us in this challenging regulatory environment will ensure that our residents and 

program participants have the resources they need to live full and meaningful lives.”  

Wesley Glen Ministries of Macon, Ga., is a private, nonprofit agency and ministry of the South Georgia 

Conference of The United Methodist Church serving developmentally disabled adults. Established in 

1984, the organization provides housing and a continuum of programs in a Christian environment.  

A resident of Macon, Kathy McCollum, most recently served as Director of Construction and 

Engineering, Georgia District, for AT&T, where she has worked in various capacities since 1981 

overseeing as many as 500 employees, complying with state and federal regulations and managing 

multi-million dollar budgets. As a member of the LaGrange College Board of Trustees, Leadership 

Council and Alumni Association, and as a volunteer at her churches in Augusta and Macon, she 

participated in fundraising campaigns, soliciting pledges and gifts for annual giving and capital 

campaigns. She is currently enrolled in a Philanthropy and Development master’s degree program at 

LaGrange. She’s also an involved and devout United Methodist and member of Riverside United 

Methodist Church in Macon. 

“Kathy’s unique mix of skills, experiences and talents, her deep connection to Wesley Glen’s mission, 

and her professional demeanor were a winning combination for the Search Committee,” said Wesley 

Glen Board member Robert Hughes, who chaired the Search Committee. “We look forward to 

supporting her as Board members, parents, guardians and friends of Wesley Glen.”  

McCollum succeeds Rev. William D. Oliver, who retired after serving as President and CEO of Wesley 

Glen Ministries for more than a decade. The Wesley Glen Ministries Board of Trustees engaged 

Witzleben Associates of Durham, North Carolina, to assist in the search for the new President and CEO. 

“I am deeply grateful to the Search Committee, the Board of Trustees, Dr. Oliver, the staff, families, 

guardians, residents and all those who participated in the interview process,” McCollum said. “I am 

inspired by them all and feel energized to work with them, community organizations, the state and the 

South Georgia Conference to bring our residents and program participants new opportunities for their 

personal growth and fulfillment.”  

For more information about Wesley Glen Ministries, visit www.wesleyglenministries.com. 

 

UMW annual meeting will celebrate 43 years of mission and ministry 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

South Georgia’s United Methodist Women will celebrate 43 years of mission and ministry on Saturday, 

Oct. 17 at Tifton First United Methodist Church. UMW National President Yvette Richards will deliver 

the keynote address to hundreds of women from across South Georgia. 

http://www.wesleyglenministries.com/
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“We are extremely excited to have Yvette Richards celebrate the work of 2015 with us,” said 

Conference UMW President Mary Exley. “This will be an opportunity for us to celebrate this ‘new 

thing’ we have been doing this year as we have become acquainted with new sisters in Christ in the six 

district configuration and continued to do the work God has called us to do.” 

The annual meeting, with a theme of “Called to a New Beginning,” will begin at 10 a.m. The gathering 

will include special music, the president’s address, 2016 mission pledges, a memorial service, a service 

of Holy Communion, and time for fellowship. 

The meeting will be joyful and uplifting as the year’s work in mission is reviewed and celebrated. Exley, 

serving in her second year as president, will welcome guests and preside over the business session. The 

meeting will adjourn by 12:30 p.m., after communion, and lunch will be served in Tifton First UMC’s 

dining room. 

“It is very important that we come together with grateful hearts,” Exley said, on behalf of the Leadership 

Team’s program committee. “We are honored to have Yvette Richards as this year’s annual meeting 

keynote speaker. Richards currently serves as national president of United Methodist Women and as a 

member of the board of the General Board of Global Ministries.” 

A graduate of North Carolina A&T State University, Richards received her bachelor’s degree in mass 

communications in 1985 and her master’s degree in leadership from Walden University in 2013. She 

works for State Farm Insurance Companies and is highly involved in her career and her church, serving 

as co-chair of the hospitality committee at St. James United Methodist Church, and she served on the 

Missouri Conference Value Team. Her leadership positions held in United Methodist Women include 

Missouri West Conference membership chair, nominating committee and dean team and dean of 

Missouri Coop School of Christian Mission.  

“The Leadership Team has worked very hard to make this year’s meeting special, as we hold our first 

annual meeting since redistricting in 2014,” Exley said. “The folks in Tifton are working with us to help 

make this happen. We hope to have representation from each unit in the conference at this meeting. 

That’s a large expectation, but wouldn’t it be wonderful if it happened?”  

Items for Open Door, Vashti, and Wesley Community Centers will be collected during the day. 

Registration forms can be obtained through each district UMW president or can be downloaded from the 

Conference website (www.sgaumc.org/umw).   

 

Conference Center Update 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

http://www.sgaumc.org/umw
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The old card catalog in the library reveals an incredible number of books whose titles begin with “The 

joy of ...” 

“The Joy of Sex” 

“The Joy of Beauty” 

“The Joy of Photography”  

“The Joy of Gardening” 

“The Joy of Money” 

“The Joy of Cheesecake” 

“The Joy of Reading”  

Interesting, isn’t it, that we do not find the title, “The Joy of Giving?” But we already have that book. 

It’s called the Bible. 

At the moment, 749 of you have experienced the special joy of giving to the new Conference Center. 

The total given to date is $83,321.60, and we are so appreciative. Thank you! 

It is our hope that if there is someone special in your Sunday school class, church, or group that you 

would like to honor or remember that you will consider a naming opportunity in our new Conference 

Center. Also, Sunday school classes are invited to make special contributions to the project.  

Remember that all this is about glorying God and giving the South Georgia Conference a home. 

 

LaGrange College sets enrollment records 

LaGRANGE, GA. – LaGrange College is welcoming its largest class of incoming undergraduate 

students this fall, the second record-breaking class in three years. 

According to preliminary registration numbers, this year’s group of 364 new students is the largest in the 

college’s history. Freshmen and transfer student enrollment, when counted separately, also set records.  

It is an exciting time at the college, said President Dan McAlexander. 

“Recent enrollment numbers show a steady trajectory of growth for us,” he said. “We are attracting 

more and more top students.” 

The number of high school students participating in the college’s selective Presidential Scholarship 

program continues to surge, he said, reaching a record 152 in 2015. Of those, 75 students decided to 

enroll at LaGrange. 
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“Only the most academically prepared high school students are invited to be considered for our highest 

scholarships,” McAlexander said. “These are the most sought-after students, and their enrollment here 

has more than tripled over the last four years.” 

Another area of growth is in the expansion of academic offerings.  

This year, the college added a graduate degree in clinical mental health counseling, as well as five new 

minors and concentrations. The music department has expanded with an instrumental program, and a 

new marching band will debut this fall. 

“Some of our newer programs such as philanthropy and development and exercise science are gaining 

attention from around the country,” said Dr. David Garrison, provost. “The faculty continue to explore 

other new and inventive areas of study.” 

The college’s growing academic reputation is evidenced by the success of its students, said Will Jones, 

vice president for external relations. 

“We have recent graduates who have gone on to prestigious medical, law, pharmacy and veterinary 

schools and into respected jobs such as critical care nurses at Shepherd Center,” he said. “Over and over, 

they tell us how well LaGrange College prepared them for graduate school and their careers.” 

Joseph Miller, Dean of Enrollment Management, said the word is spreading about the transformational 

experiences offered at LaGrange. 

“This year’s record class indicates that we are becoming a first-choice school for a growing number of 

students,” he said. “When you factor in the financial aid we offer, LaGrange becomes an affordable 

investment for families and students.” 

Freshman Danielle Suggs from Pensacola, Fla., said she knew LaGrange was where she needed to be 

after her first visit. 

“Everyone I met was so kind and helpful,” she said. “The professors, who are known for their expertise, 

also were very caring. I felt that every person was welcoming me and wanting me to succeed.” 

Georgia’s oldest private institution of higher learning, LaGrange College is consistently ranked among 

the South’s top colleges and “best values” by U.S. News & World Report. A four-year liberal arts and 

sciences college affiliated with The United Methodist Church, LaGrange offers 60 areas of study with an 

emphasis on global engagement and service. 

 

Children will dive into God’s word at KidzQuest 

“KidzQuest provided a wonderful opportunity to get away with some of the kids in our church and get to 

know them more and continue to build them as disciples of Christ.” - Children’s Director, Albany, Ga. 
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KidzQuest, an annual children’s retreat sponsored by South Georgia’s Connectional Ministries will be 

Oct. 2-4 at Epworth By The Sea. The theme, “Anchored,” is pulled from Hebrews 6:19 which says, “We 

have this hope as an anchor for our soul, firm and secure.” 

Designed for students in 3rd-6th grades, KidzQuest participants will dive into God’s word to learn how 

to be anchored in the hope of Jesus Christ. KidzQuest offers a chance for children to take a break from 

school, spend time with friends, worship with church groups of all sizes. 

Leadership for the weekend includes speaker and entertainer Keith Coast; worship leader Jagee Melton; 

Brandon Rushin, a.k.a. “Hey Ya,” as emcee; and leaders of the Camp Connect summer staff. 

Churches will register as a group and payment is required within seven days. The cost for this event is 

$130 per person and includes programming, insurance, food, lodging and a t-shirt.  

Click here to register. 

Adult chaperones will be provided by each church group and must be Safe Sanctuaries certified. For 

more information, contact Event Coordinator Suzanne Akins at suzanne@sgaumc.com, (912) 638-8626 

ext 107. More information can also be found on the KidzQuest website: www.sgaumc.org/kidzquest. 

Deadline for registration is September 25, 2015, or until retreat has reached maximum capacity. 

 

We the People 

FROM THE BISHOP 

JAMES R. KING, JR. 

Hello, beautiful people of South Georgia!  

As a new football season begins I am reminded that, as with many sports, a team effort is required. In 

order to win, many persons who have individual paths must commit to the same destination if they are to 

achieve success. 

Our annual conference theme for this year, “We’re Better Together,” captures our understanding that we 

must work together to satisfy the vision to Grow a Christlike World. 

The Lord’s Prayer clarifies God’s plan through the teaching of Jesus Christ that we are to pray for the 

kingdom of God to come on earth as it is in heaven. 

Paul expands on this understanding as he addressed the church in Corinth. In order to live out God’s 

plan for individual gifts we must understand that we are one body in Christ. No one person should 

suggest or behave as if their individual gifts are more important in the body of Christ than the gifts of 

anyone else. 

https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/KidzQuest2015
mailto:suzanne@sgaumc.com
http://www.sgaumc.org/kidzquest
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It is a constant challenge to fight against our personal good for the common good. It is such a blessing to 

be a part of God’s creation. To live in the United States of America adds to that blessing. The United 

States is great for many reasons beginning with the adventurous and brave souls who fought for the 

individual rights of every citizen. It is entrepreneurship that allows for individuals to push the envelope 

with creativity and persistence to grow the economy and invent new ways for humanity to live the best 

life possible.  

The point is this: the greatness of the United States is rooted in the fact that we are united. The 

Constitution of the United States begins with “We The People of the United States, in Order to form a 

more perfect Union …” Yes, our states have a uniqueness quickly observed by different dialects, 

weather, products etc., but our strength comes from the way we agree to work together. 

Our South Georgia Annual Conference is known for the ways we share in helping others through 

missions. However, many of our accomplishments have come through individual pastors and 

congregations.  

Why has it taken so long for our young annual conference to be united on building a Conference Center? 

There are many different explanations and surely you could probably add one more to the list. There are 

many individual projects raising more money for local church projects than all of us can raise as an 

annual conference for our conference center. The message is clear. It is not because we cannot but 

because we have not to this point.  

I am deeply grateful to each person, congregation and foundation that has given money to build our 

Conference Center. Thank you so very much. Our individual accomplishments are great but it is our 

united accomplishments that will always be greater. The reason is because it is when we shoulder a goal 

together we will be able to acknowledge and give glory to God.  

When our individualism grows into us working together, God will receive the praise and the glory. We 

the people will get there and what a glorious day it will be.  

Give today! Thank you! 

Read our Advocate (www.sgaumc.org/advocate), follow me as I tweet at 

www.twitter.com/BishopJamesKing, or visit my blog at www.bishopking.org.   

Until next time, remember – God’s will for us is good. We must do the rest. 

Growing a Christlike world. 

With love,  

Your Bishop, 

James R. King, Jr. 

http://www.sgaumc.org/advocate
http://www.twitter.com/BishopJamesKing
http://www.bishopking.org/
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A change is gonna come 

GROWING IN GRACE 

BEN GOSDEN 

President John F. Kennedy once said, “Change is the law of life … those who only look to the past or 

the present will miss the future.”  

I’m not entirely sure if President Kennedy was reflecting on his Catholic upbringing or not, but that is a 

very theologically astute observation. Change is the law of life with God. Transformation happens as a 

result of change. And God’s love calls us to continually change and grow. As good Methodists, we call 

this “moving on to perfection.” 

In that spirit of change I want to use my column to tell you, the faithful readers and church members 

across South Georgia, about an amazing new thing God is doing in Savannah. This past weekend, three 

United Methodist congregations voted to change and merge together in order to give birth to a new 

church next June.  

And this new church won’t be just any old church. Aldersgate, Cokesbury, and Speedwell United 

Methodist Churches will, over the next 10 months, transition into a new church plant made up of people 

from all walks of life – black, white, brown, young, old, and everybody in between. In other words, this 

will be a congregation that truly seeks to be a snapshot of the kingdom of God here in Savannah. 

In the coming months you’ll hear and read more about this change process because we know it will be a 

very exciting new thing in the life of this annual conference. And Lord knows we’ve got a lot of work to 

do between now and June. So for today, let me share these initial thoughts: 

1. This is a glimpse of resurrection. Too often we say we want our churches to experience 

resurrection. But the trouble is, we don’t always know what we’re asking for when we say that. 

Resurrection doesn’t come easy. It requires a death and a period of waiting before new life 

emerges. And resurrection is not a return to “the glory days” of old – it’s new life. This venture is 

more than just a merger of three churches; it’s a bold move in discipleship to live out the process 

of dying and being raised into new life. I couldn’t be more proud to pastor one of the courageous 

churches involved.  

2. This is a glimpse of connectionalism. Believe it or not, connectionalism is about more than just 

paying apportionments and participating in an itinerant system of ministry. It’s about actually 

connecting and being in ministry together. Too often we see other churches as competition 

instead of as partners in ministry for the sake of God’s kingdom. These gutsy congregations are 

living into our slogan for this annual conference year by electing to say (and live), “We’re Better 

Together.” 
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3. This is a glimpse of possibilities for the future of South Georgia. You don’t need me to tell 

you we are living in a new day as the church. It’s becoming increasingly difficult to get people 

into our churches to engage in ministry. Our buildings and structures are becoming more and 

more of a burden as resources become harder to come by. Churches are constantly stressing 

about money and whether or not there’s a future for their local church. All of this is why I 

believe we can do this sort of life-giving and life-altering thing in more places in our annual 

conference besides Savannah. This is the next frontier in church revitalization. God’s kingdom is 

on the move and it’s up to us to listen and follow where God might be leading us next – even if 

it’s into a new season of ministry together where we consider giving up things like buildings and 

names. After all, Jesus did tell us, “Those who lose their life for my sake will gain it.”  

I hope you’ll be in prayer for these three churches over the next 10 months. I hope you’ll be in prayer for 

these amazing saints of God who are wading out into the risky waters of change for the sake of God’s 

kingdom here in Savannah. It won’t be easy, not in the least. But these saints are teaching me, as a 

pastor, that life with God was never meant to be easy.  

The Rev. Ben Gosden is the senior pastor at Aldersgate United Methodist Church in Savannah. He can 

be reached at bgosden1982@gmail.com.  

 

John Wesley and the Indians 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 

DAVE HANSON 

One of John Wesley’s main goals in coming to Georgia was to preach to the Indians. He said, “I will 

hear the gospel afresh by preaching it to the innocent savages because they have no defense against the 

text.”  

After he had met with some Native Americans he was very severe with them. He said, “They are liars, 

thieves, and murderers. They murder their own babies and they murder their own parents! They do not 

wish to learn and are not willing to be taught.” 

Wesley wanted to go to their villages, but Oglethorpe would not allow it. “You will be killed and 

scalped! And who will take care of the colonists?” Wesley did meet with some Indians at the ship when 

arriving in Georgia. He became friends with Chief Tomochichi and the translator, Mary Musgrove.  

You will see pictures of John Wesley preaching to the Indians. Don’t believe it. It never happened. 

There is one famous painting of John Wesley preaching to a group of Indians. In that painting there is a 

teepee. Eastern Indians did not have teepees; Western Indians had teepees.  

mailto:bgosden1982@gmail.com
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On his return trip back to England John Wesley wrote in his diary a wealth of information about various 

Indian tribes near Savannah. He told how many warriors each tribe had and how they were governed. He 

described how many miles each tribe lived from Savannah. 

 

New Harvest UMC dedicates new prayer garden 

Written and submitted by Susan Roberson 

New Harvest United Methodist Church in Valdosta celebrated 17 actual years as a constituted church at 

the annual Harvest Sunday, or Homecoming, as many call it. 

The service was full of good singing, smiling faces, friends old and new, and the spirit of God was upon 

this place. There was a table spread that was well blessed and eagerly received following morning 

worship. 

Pastor Robby Paulk asked a few members to share during the worship service what New Harvest means 

to them. First, James Yarbrough spoke of our early beginnings and how far we have come. He also 

touched on the hope of continuing to serve. Ricky Johnson, chair of the trustees, shared that New 

Harvest has become his home. He said that by becoming a working member of this church family, he 

has learned that you never underestimate the power of God’s love or his plans. Finally, Destini King 

shared how God worked in her and her husband’s lives as they shared in the love and welcome of this, 

their church family, their home. She spoke of the open arms that meet anyone who enters the doors 

sharing welcome, fellowship and love. 

This was a special day as the long dreamed about prayer garden came to fruition. A dedication of the 

New Harvest’s Prayer Garden was held following morning worship. The church trustees presented the 

prayer garden to the church as ready for worship, praise, and prayer. The congregation began to move 

outside to the garden and the Lord decided to send a cooling shower of water to bless this place. The 

congregation remained inside the sanctuary where they could see the beautiful construction out the full-

length windows. The base of the garden is filling up with bricks dedicated to friends and family 

members to honor their work, their lives, and their love for Christ and this congregation. There are 

benches and swings to sit and soak up the beauty of God’s creation as one lifts their thoughts and 

prayers and praise to Jesus Christ. 

Any time you are driving down East Park Avenue (or the Lakeland Highway), feel free to stop by and 

take a few minutes to offer a word or two to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Be thankful! 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 9/8/2015 edition 
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Pension Seminar, Baxley – Sept. 10 

South Georgia's Administrative Services Office will present three pension seminars this year: Sept. 10 in 

Baxley, Sept. 11 in Americus, and Sept. 12 in Fitzgerald. Presenters will be from the General Board of 

Pension and Health Benefits and the Social Security Administration. Personalized retirement projections 

and lunch will be available at the meetings for those making reservations. Reservations may be made by 

calling the Administrative Services Office at 478-738-0048 or 1-800-535-4224 or by email 

to eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com. The Baxley seminar will be held on Thursday, Sept. 10, 2015 at 9:30 

a.m. at Baxley First United Methodist Church, 217 S Main St. in Baxley. Click here to view a brochure 

with detailed information, including an agenda. 

Pension Seminar, Americus – Sept. 11 

South Georgia's Administrative Services Office will present three pension seminars this year: Sept. 10 in 

Baxley, Sept. 11 in Americus, and Sept. 12 in Fitzgerald. Presenters will be from the General Board of 

Pension and Health Benefits and the Social Security Administration. Personalized retirement projections 

and lunch will be available at the meetings for those making reservations. Reservations may be made by 

calling the Administrative Services Office at 478-738-0048 or 1-800-535-4224 or by email 

to eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com. The Americus seminar will be held on Friday, Sept. 11, 2015, at 9:30 

a.m., at Americus First United Methodist Church, 200 S Lee St. in Americus. Click here to view a 

brochure with detailed information, including an agenda. 

Pension Seminar, Fitzgerald– Sept. 12 

South Georgia's Administrative Services Office will present three pension seminars this year: Sept. 10 in 

Baxley, Sept. 11 in Americus, and Sept. 12 in Fitzgerald. Presenters will be from the General Board of 

Pension and Health Benefits and the Social Security Administration. Personalized retirement projections 

and lunch will be available at the meetings for those making reservations. Reservations may be made by 

calling the Administrative Services Office at 478-738-0048 or 1-800-535-4224 or by email 

to eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com. The Fitzgerald seminar will be held on Saturday, Sept. 12, 2015, at 9:30 

a.m., at Central United Methodist Church, 201 W Central Ave. in Fitzgerald. Click here to view a 

brochure with detailed information, including an agenda. 

Magnolia Manor’s annual 5k run/walk – Sept. 12 

On Saturday, Sept. 12, Magnolia Manor’s Americus campus will host its 8th annual 5k run/walk. It is the 

same great course through the wooded campus but with a fun new twist: this year it will be a GLOW 

Run, held at night. Participants will receive a t-shirt as well as a headlamp to help light the way on the 

glowing course, in addition to the fun of the special glow in the dark photo booth. There are timed and 

untimed options for participants and fun is guaranteed! Click here to register for the event. Cost is $35 

timed, $30 untimed.  

Magnolia Manor Golf Challenge – Sept 18 

Magnolia Manor’s Golf Challenge to benefit the Macon campus will be held on Friday, Sept. 18 at 

Southern Hills Golf Club in Hawkinsville. If you are a golfer, you don’t want to miss this opportunity. 

Southern Hills is a beautiful golf course, with rolling terrain and open land along with fairways lined 

mailto:eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
mailto:eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
mailto:eleanor@sgaumcadmin.com
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2015+retirement+workshops+flyer.pdf
https://endurancecui.active.com/event-reg/select-race?e=19885152
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with oaks and pines. The cost is $400 per team. Contact Sheila Bivins at sbivins@magnoliamanor.com 

or 229-931-5928 for more information.  

Methodist Children’s Home Work Day – Sept. 20 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering on Sunday, 

Sept. 20 to support the ministry of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth. The Work Day 

Offering for the Methodist Home is a tradition from the 1900s, a time when people, mostly farmers, 

donated the equivalent of one day’s wages to the Methodist Home. Sometimes they would load a freight 

car with cotton or peanuts and send it to Macon. Today folks just use a calculator. The amount of the 

work day offering can be calculated quite simply: Divide your annual income by 365 (farmers didn’t 

take vacation days.) For example, if a person made $60,000 a year, it would be $60,000 divided by 365 

= $164. Whether you give cotton or a check, be assured that your gift will bring hope and a new lease on 

life to the more than 400 children and families they serve every day. To learn more about this incredible 

ministry of our conference, visit www.themethodisthome.org.  

“Grant Writing 101: Launching Projects & Ministries That Make A Difference!” Webinar – Sept. 

24 

What are the “best practices” that churches should know when exploring the possibilities of securing 

grant money to bring a ministry dream to life? What are the pitfalls to avoid? Stewardship Consultant 

for the Oregon-Idaho Conference Cesie Delve Scheuermann will be the guest presenter, bringing her 

expertise as a fundraiser and grant writer along with a deep connection to the UMC to this free first 

webinar on grant writing. It is presented by the Stewardship Team of Discipleship Ministries (formerly 

GBOD) and is scheduled for Thursday, Sept. 24 at 7:30 p.m. Register today! 

KidzQuest – Oct. 2-4 

KidzQuest is an annual fall weekend retreat for third through sixth grade students at Epworth By The 

Sea on St. Simons Island. Sponsored by South Georgia’s Connectional Ministries, KidzQuest offers a 

chance for children to take a break from school, spend time with friends, worship with church groups of 

all sizes and hear about the hope we have in Christ’s unfailing love. Free time has been scheduled in to 

allow for groups to enjoy the island as well. Visit www.sgaumc.org/kidzquest for more information and 

to register. 

World Communion Sunday – Oct. 4 

World Communion Sunday is one of the six churchwide Special Sundays of The United Methodist 

Church. Our church is at its best when we reach out to sisters and brothers in need. World Communion 

Sunday calls the church to reach out to all people and model diversity among God’s children. United 

Methodists relate to World Communion Sunday by celebrating communion with other Christians around 

the world on this special Sunday. Churches are also encouraged to receive an offering to support 

scholarships for ethnic undergraduate and graduate students. Our gifts often enable first-generation 

students to attend college. To make it easier to change the world Oct. 4, please download a free eBook.  

mailto:sbivins@magnoliamanor.com
http://www.themethodisthome.org/
https://t.e2ma.net/click/mbqjj/qej39i/e1otrc
https://t.e2ma.net/click/mbqjj/qej39i/utptrc
http://www.sgaumc.org/kidzquest
http://www.umcgiving.org/pastors/resources?category=2750
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/081414_WCS_EBOOK_FINAL.pdf
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Low Country Boil at Magnolia Manor of St. Marys – Oct. 10 

Magnolia Manor of St. Marys will host their annual Low Country Boil on Oct. 10, 2015. The event will 

be held on campus and tickets are available for a 5:30 p.m. or 6:30 p.m. seating. Tickets are $20 each. 

Kettle sponsorships are available for $100. All proceeds for this event will be used to purchase phase II 

of the Emergency Call System for St. Marys. For more information, call May Stevens at 912-673-7713 

or Sheila Bivins at 229-931-5928. 

Basic/Advanced Lay Speaker/Servant Training – Oct. 10 

Contact the District Office at 229-242-7470 or scadmin@sgaumc.com to register. Cost is $35.00 

(includes lunch) and is payable at the door. Training will be held in Fellowship Hall at Park Avenue 

United Methodist Church, 100 E. Park Avenue, Valdosta, GA  31602. 

UMW Annual Meeting – Oct. 17 

South Georgia’s United Methodist Women will celebrate 43 years of mission and ministry on Saturday, 

Oct. 17 at Tifton First United Methodist Church. UMW National President Yvette Richards will deliver 

the keynote address. For more information and to download a brochure, visit www.sgaumc.org/umw. 

Vashti Day – Oct. 18 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special offering on Sunday, Oct. 18 to 

support the ministry of The Vashti Center, Inc. To learn more about Vashti and its great ministry, visit 

www.vashti.org.  

2015 Eagles’ Fall Retreat – Oct. 26-28 

The annual Eagles' Fall Retreat, a retreat for retired ministers and spouses of the South Georgia 

Conference, is set for October 26-28, 2015, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. This year's 

theme is “Singing The Story.” Rev. Tony Crosby, musician and pastor, will be the leader for the retreat. 

Click here for more information. Room reservations should be made through Epworth By The Sea (912-

638-8688). 

Southeastern Jurisdictional Clergywomen's Consultation 2015 – Oct. 26-29 

Ministry can be wild, wonderful, life-giving...and draining. At times, it's a sieve through which the water 

of our baptism slowly drips, leaving our souls parched, cracked, and creaky. It's time to plug the drain. 

Join your United Methodist clergy sisters from across the southeast as we meet Oct. 26-29 at the 

Southeastern Jurisdictional Clergywomen’s Consultation at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. 

Visit www.sejclergywomen.org for more information.  

 

Moore Methodist Museum helps share the richness of our history  

Did you know that the Moore Methodist Museum staff has worked on publishing the history of the 

churches in the South Georgia Conference online? You can enjoy this new feature at 

www.sgaumc.org/churchhistory. You can help them by donating any historical material in your 

mailto:scadmin@sgaumc.com
http://www.sgaumc.org/umw
http://www.vashti.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/eventdetail/1819864?month=10&year=2015&day=1&display=m
http://www.sejclergywomen.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/churchhistory
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possession regarding your church. Items you may feel are of little value can be priceless to the museum 

and used to share the legacy of your congregation with others. They are particularly interested in records 

from churches that have either closed or merged, photographs, historical data, newspaper clippings, 

anniversary/homecoming bulletins, membership rolls and deeds, list of clergy, pictorial directories, and 

documents relating to important events in the life of the church. Contact the museum staff at 912-638-

4050 or assistantdirector@mooremuseum.org for more information. 

 

Sharing All Things  

Sunday school lesson for the week of September 13, 2015 

By Rev. Denise Walton 

Lesson scripture: Acts 4:32-5:11 

The Resurrected Christ and Power of the Holy Spirit  

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their 

own, but they shared everything they had. With great power, the apostles continued to testify to the 

resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all that there were 

no needy persons among them. Acts 4:32-34a 

Have you ever had the incredible opportunity to see someone grow up from childhood to mature, 

responsible, generous, and thoughtful adulthood? Sometimes a moment or event brings you to the 

realization that the person is no longer a child but has matured and grown in grace and love. If you can 

relate to the description above, then perhaps you can understand how I choose to approach this text. 

Empowered by the presence of the Holy Spirit dwelling within, the beloved community of Acts 4 is 

growing in grace and love. 

We are early in the biblical account as described by Luke in the book of Acts. We are still resting in the 

fourth chapter. However, we read Luke-Acts as one book and one continuous story. We have been 

privileged to walk in the story of the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. What then does the 

culmination of God’s love, the resurrected power of Christ, and the presence of the Holy Spirit look like 

in community? What difference has the resurrection of Jesus made in the life and relational development 

of the community of believers? 

Many scholars will debate today’s passage of scripture, Acts 4:32-5:11, as a concept or ideal but not a 

literal story detailing real events. While I understand there are many arguments for this approach to 

handle the text as identifying a principle not describing reality, I have chosen not to chase these 

theological rabbits and instead approach the text as a literal event that unified the church but was not 

perfect.  

The Old Testament and Provisions  

mailto:assistantdirector@mooremuseum.org
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The beloved community of Israel was not unaware of the need to care for those who could not care for 

themselves. The Old Testament biblical provides at least five provisions designed within the Pentateuch 

(first five books of the Old Testament, Genesis-Deuteronomy) to help those who could not help 

themselves (poor, widowed, orphaned). Ronald Sider, “Just Generosity: A New Vision for Overcoming 

Poverty in America,” describes these five provisions: 

1. The third year tithe was to go to the poor widows, orphans, and sojourners, as well as the Levites 

(Duet. 14:28-29). 

2. Laws concerning gleaning stipulated the corners of the grain fields and the sheaves/grapes that 

fell were to left for the poor, especially widows, orphans, and sojourners (Lev. 19:9-10; Deut. 

24:19-21). 

3. Every seventh year, fields were to remain fallow, and the poor were allowed to reap the natural 

growth (Exod. 23:10-11). 

4. A zero-interest loan was available to the poor. If the balance of the loan was not repaid by the 

sabbatical year, it was forgiven (Exod. 22:25; Lev. 25:25-38; Deut. 15:1-11). 

5. Israelites who became slaves to repay debts went free in the seventh year. Their temporary 

master was obligated to provide liberally, giving the former slaves cattle, grain, and wine so they 

could again earn their way (Duet. 15:12-18, Exod.21: 1-11). 

 

With great power, the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s 

grace was so powerfully at work in all of them that there were no needy persons among them (Acts 

4:33-34a). 

While the Old Testament provided the provision in the midst of suffering, the Holy Spirit has 

empowered the beloved community to care for the immediate needs of those among them.  

Responsible Grace  

Randy L. Maddox, in “Responsible Grace,” helps the reader understand grace from the perspective of 

John Wesley, founder of Methodism. “Wesley understood Grace as the Holy Spirit at work in our life, 

initiating and sustaining our recovery of Christ-likeness. God’s loving personal Presence in our lives. 

This grace inspires and enables but does not overpower us.”  

Maddox offers a quote of John Wesley’s summary of his understanding of the Holy Spirit:  

I believe the infinite and eternal Spirit of God, equal with the Father and Son, to be not only 

perfectly holy…but the immediate cause of all holiness in us: enlightening our understandings, 

rectifying our wills and affections, renewing our natures, uniting our persons to Christ, assuring 

us of the adoption of sons, leading us in our actions, purifying and sanctifying our souls and 

bodies to a full and eternal enjoyment of God.  

Maddox further states, “Wesley understood grace to be responsible – it empowers our response but does 

not coerce that response. If God’s grace is a personal and co-operant merciful empowering, it is surely 

gradual. In this sense, Wesley talks about degrees of grace (Prevenient, Justifying and Sanctifying 

Grace). 
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Barnabas, Ananias, and Sapphira 

This biblical account in today’s text offers two practical examples of positive and negative responsible 

grace. Barnabas sells his land and offers his proceeds for the common good. On the other hand, Ananias 

and Sapphira sell land but are not honest about the proceeds. The former is lifted up in scripture as an 

example of the Holy Spirit working in the lives of believers. The latter receives immediate loss of life as 

a result of dishonesty and selfish choices.  

Reflect on the generous outpouring of love within the community to care for all. How might your 

response/church response be more like a legalistic approach or inspired by the Holy Spirit? Are there 

those among you in need? How might the beloved community offer grace to a dying and suffering 

world?  

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her 

at denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

Witnessing to the Truth 

Sunday school lesson for the week of September 20, 2015 

By Rev. Denise Walton 

Lesson scripture: Acts 5:27-29, 33-42 

God is in control 

The purpose of today’s lesson is to recognize that God’s truth prevails. To see more clearly God’s truth, 

we will revisit the background text to remind the reader of the overall story. I invite you to respond to 

the primary question that drives our lesson today. 

As we read the book of Acts, who is the main character in all of the texts? 

Yes, God is the main character. Therefore, we are reading the story of God’s love for God’s people 

expressed most fully in the birth, life, death, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension of Christ. God’s 

love that did not leave humanity alone but sent the Holy Spirit to lead, guide, correct, and empower. 

The truth is the disciples have been empowered by the Holy Spirit to preach, teach, heal, and perform 

miraculous acts. The threat of resistance did not stop Jesus, death did not stop Jesus, and neither will it 

stop the disciples. God’s will is the gospel being shared in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of 

the earth! 

We must obey God 

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org
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As I read the text today, the high priests and Sadducees have detained the disciples. God responds 

immediately to this distraction of God’s will. 

“An angel of the Lord came at night, opened the gates of the jail, and brought them out. The angel told 

them, Go, take your place in the temple, and tell the people everything about this new life.” Acts 5:19-20 

The disciples return to preach and teach as God had instructed them. The Jerusalem Council convened 

looking for the prisoners who had been silenced, dehumanized, and put in their proper place.  

But this is not the story of the Jerusalem Council and their power. It is not the story of the high priest 

and their violent jealousy. It is not the story of the Sadducees and their rejection of the resurrection and 

angels. This is the story of God’s will, God’s love through Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

So, the disciples are jailed, and God releases them. They are taken away from the temple, and God 

places them back.  

Peter and John have continued to preach the gospel. The threats and incarceration of the high priest do 

not stop the disciples but bear witness to the truth. Gamaliel, Pharisee and teacher of the law that 

expresses God’s truth.  

“Here is my recommendation: Distance yourself from these men. Let them go! If their plan or activity is 

of human origin, it will end in ruin. If it originates with God, you won't be able to stop them. Instead, 

you will actually find yourselves fighting with God.” Acts 5:38-39 

If God is the main character in the story, the disciples are fulfilling the will of God. The resistance is 

against the disciples and their obedience to fulfill God’s will. But ultimately, the high priests and 

Jerusalem leadership are fighting against God. To that end, they will not win. 

“One thing God has spoken, two things I have heard: ‘Power belongs to you, God …’” Psalm 62:11 

Standing in the face of opposition 

How do we as disciples of Jesus Christ stand in obedience to God’s will in the face of constant threats 

and distractions? In the first century, the threat to the gospel of Jesus Christ rested largely with the ruling 

Jewish leadership.  

In what way(s) is the gospel message of Jesus Christ threatened in today’s world? 

How can we as disciples see beyond the distractions of sharing the gospel and living the gospel no 

matter the level of resistance? 

How can keep we as disciples stand in the face of opposition and always remember the story and power 

belong to God? 

Naming our God 

Bishop Rueben Job, author of “Three Simple Questions,” shares the way we view and name our Gods: 
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We may name God with our words, or we may choose to remain silent. But either way, each of 

us names our God by our actions – by how we choose to live. All of us give witness to the god or 

God who leads us and whom we follow. 

Far too often we are content with a god who offers a Band-Aid for our wounded souls rather than 

the God of radical mercy, justice, and love – who forgives our sins and wipes them away just as 

soon as we offer that same forgiveness to those who may have wronged us; who not only 

forgives our sins but also heals our wounded souls, mends our broken relationships, and sends us 

on our way full of hope, confidence, trust, and strength to transform the world by living in the 

kingdom of God already being formed “on earth as it is in heaven.”  

Far too often we are content with proclaiming and following a god who is too unexciting to 

capture the minds and hearts of a world seeking healing for its deepest wounds, peace for its 

incessant wars, direction for its future, and companionship for its deep loneliness. (Rueben P. 

Job, Three Simple Questions, Nashville, TN: Abington Press, 2011, pgs. 15-17)  

The disciples have a clear message of the love of God through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. They 

have been empowered by the Holy Spirit to preach, teach and perform signs, wonders and miracles. 

Resistance and threats will not overshadow the gospel message. The story is God’s story, the will is 

God’s will, the direction is God’s direction, and the power belongs to God. 

Gamaliel was correct, “If their plan or activity is of human origin, it will end in ruin. If it originates with 

God, you won't be able to stop them. Instead, you will actually find yourselves fighting with God.” Acts 

5:38b-39. 

May we all find the courage, despite the risks, to stay focused and ever ready to share the message of 

Jesus Christ and be witnesses to God's truth.  

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her 

at denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

OBITUARIES 

Mrs. Ruthanne Shockley Key 

A celebration of life memorial service for Ruthanne Shockley Key, age 89, was held on Thursday, Aug. 

27, 2015, at First United Methodist Church, Dublin. Georgia. Ruthanne passed from this life on Aug. 25, 

2015. Her final resting place will be at Evergreen United Methodist Church Cemetery. 

Mrs. Key was born on March 5, 1926 in Indiana. She attended Asbury College in Wilmore, Ky., where 

she met her beloved husband, Rev. Jack Key. They celebrated their 67th wedding anniversary in 

December 2014. 

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org
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She is survived by three children, Evangeline Key Walmsley, Stanley M. Key, and Christina Key 

Whitworth; 12 grandchildren; and numerous in-loves and great-grandchildren. The two have become 

45! 

Ruthanne and Jack served in ministry together in the South Georgia United Methodist Church 

Conference for 41 years. After retirement they taught conversational English in China for a year, 

pastored the only English-speaking Protestant church in Ecuador for a year, judged the English 

Olympics in Outer Mongolia, and taught Sunday school. 

They were often seen around Dublin visiting the sick or eating in their “breakfast clubs.” Rarely was one 

seen without the other, usually holding hands. 

In lieu of flowers, please make donations to: The Jack and Ruthanne Key Endowment Foundation c/o 

First UMC, P.O. Box 665, Dublin, GA 31040 or The Francis Asbury Society, P.O. Box 7, Wilmore, KY, 

40390. 

 

Scripture Readings – Sept. 8 

Sept. 13 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Proverbs 1:20-33 

Psalm 19 

James 3:1-12 

Mark 8:27-38 

Sept. 20 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Proverbs 31:10-31 

Psalm 1 

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

Mark 9:30-37 

Sept. 27 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

Psalm 124 

James 5:13-20 

Mark 9:38-50 

 

MAYBE SO … 
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Dear Editor, 

Our pastor here at Utmost United Methodist Church, Rev. Mostly Wright, is excited about new signage 

the Trustees are installing. Not only are interior signs included – directions, room names, and numbers – 

but outside signs, too.  

Major Day researched church road signs and discovered mistakes most churches make. Usually they 

include too much information and use small fonts. Irrelevant or non-welcoming information is often 

posted. Also, most churches leave the outdoor sign unchanged too long. 

“I learned that passersby should be able to read the message in two to three seconds, assuming the traffic 

is moving at approximately the posted speed limit,” Day said. “Church members don’t realize that most 

people are not familiar with our church. So we have to educate and invite them in a flash.” 

Happy Day said, “I went with Major to a couple of seminars for growing churches, and we learned a lot. 

One thing that caught my attention was a comment a speaker made. He said, ‘Our signs are not for us!’”  

Rev. Wright is especially pleased with the electronic sign. It is bright and can be seen easily and clearly. 

Multiple messages are shown quickly and can be changed often by computer. 

Until next time, 

Homer Heardmore 

Rhodes Crossing, Ga. 


