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15-year-old gives instead of receives on her birthdays 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

When you’re 15, birthdays usually mean presents. Gift cards, cash, and cake usually top the list of most-

requested items, but not for 15-year-old Sae McIlrath. 

For the past four years, McIlrath, a member of The Ridge United Methodist Church in Columbus, has 

celebrated her birthday not by receiving presents, but by giving them away.  

In lieu of gifts, for her 15th birthday, which she celebrated on June 21, McIlrath asked her family and 

friends to donate $15 to “charity: water,” a non-profit organization that helps provide clean and safe 

drinking water to people in developing nations. 

They responded generously, giving $15, $50, $500, and even $974 to help her reach her goal of raising 

$5,000.  

“It was a lot of fun to be able to work with so many people and be able to raise $5,000,” she said.  

Among the many people helping were McIlrath’s maternal grandparents, Melinda and Eddie Biggers. 

Melinda, well known for her cakes, orange blossoms, and other sweet treats, has hosted bake sales for 

her granddaughter each of the past four years, and they have become something of an annual event that 

Cordele residents eagerly anticipate.  

“My grandma always puts in so much work and buys all the supplies and never expects anything back,” 

said McIlrath, a sophomore at Columbus High School. “I’d say she has definitely helped me the most 

with this ongoing tradition. We do it every year and we always raise the most money with the bake 

sales.” 

The money raised will be used by “charity: water” to build a well in a location where people don’t 

currently have access to clean water. McIlrath says the organization will let her know where the well 

will be dug in about 20 months that and she will begin receiving updates and photos of the progress 

then. 
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In years past, McIlrath has given her birthday away to local and regional agencies and has even been 

able to witness the impact her birthday donations have had on others. 

For her 12th birthday, the first one she gave away, McIlrath donated a truck full of new toys and games 

and more than $1,100 to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis, Tenn. She and her family 

personally delivered the gifts and toured the hospital.  

The support, generosity, and love McIlrath experienced through her birthday project was overwhelming, 

and she was hooked. 

“I had so much fun doing it that year that I decided that I wanted to do it every year after,” she said. 

To celebrate her 13th birthday she asked for donations to Harvest Hands, a Christ-centered ministry in 

south Nashville, Tenn. McIlrath and her family traveled once again – this time to Nashville – to deliver 

the almost $2,000 and van full of school supplies she had collected.  

Wanting to support a local ministry for her 14th birthday, McIlrath raised money for the girls at The 

Methodist Home for Children and Youth’s Columbus/Waverly Hall campus. With her birthday money, 

McIlrath was able to give each girl $350 for back-to-school clothes shopping and also bought the home 

a karaoke machine. 

Going shopping with the girls was more fun than shopping for herself, she said.  

“Ever since I’ve been doing this, since I was 12, it’s greatly impacted me more than any present would,” 

she said. “It makes me feel so much happier than a regular birthday party, just to see people smile, that I 

could do something for them.” 

McIlrath credits her parents for fostering in her a love of serving others. Watching them live out their 

faith inspires her to do the same. 

“My parents are such big influence in everything they do; I look up to them in everything and when I see 

what they are doing it inspired me to give my birthdays away,” she said. 

Her parents, Shannon and Rev. Jimmy McIlrath, were “blown away” when Sae told them she wanted to 

give her birthdays away.  

“She turned this around when she was 12 years old and made this about others and not herself and really 

wants that more than anything, to give instead of receive,” said Rev. McIlrath, pastor of The Ridge 

UMC. “It’s just amazing that, in a day and age when people make it all about themselves, it’s so neat 

that she’s starting out so young focusing on others.” 

The Ridge was launched when Sae was just 9 years old, Rev. McIlrath said, and the culture of the 

church has been to reach out and serve others. That hasn’t been lost on Sae – she serves in the children’s 

ministry almost every Sunday and babysits so parents can participate in small group Bible studies. 
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“I think that has been ingrained in her,” Rev. McIlrath said. “(Service) has kind of been something that 

we’ve been enveloped in since day one in this church, and I think it’s meant so much to her through the 

years, being able to serve her local church, that she’s wanted to serve the global church, too, as much as 

she possibly can.” 

When asked what she wants for her Sweet 16 and what can top raising $5,000 to help people receive the 

gift of clean water, McIlrath pauses for a moment. She’s been dreaming big, she says, and is thinking of 

serving a ministry somewhere in Africa, maybe Uganda. 

Her dad says they still have a while to pray and decide, though. 

“It just amazes me to see how God continues to bless it and bless her service,” he said. “We never think 

that each year can get better than the year before and it continues to do so because she remains faithful 

to it.  

“Who knows what’s in store for next year!” 

 

VSU Discipleship House consecrated 

By Kelly Roberson, Director of Communications 

Just four years ago the Lord gave Rev. C.J. Harp, VSU Wesley Foundation Executive Director and 

Campus Minister, a vision to build a house for students on the current Wesley Foundation property. This 

God-sized vision has now become a reality.  

On Tuesday, Sept. 15, 2015, just six months after the groundbreaking ceremony, a service was held to 

consecrate the Valdosta State University Wesley Foundation Discipleship House.  

Centrally located on the Valdosta State University campus, the VSU Discipleship House was built 

behind the historic home the Wesley Foundation currently uses as a base of operations. It sits on 

Patterson Street, directly across from the university’s main administrative building.  

“This is a physical symbol of the greatness of this ministry, a place where people can find Christ in the 

midst of education,” said Rev. Michael McCord, Director of the Georgia United Methodist Commission 

on Higher Education.  

The house contains four rooms dedicated to discipleship, a large community room with a full kitchen, 

and four three-bedroom apartments. 

“Look at what the Lord has done,” Rev. Harp said. “The Lord has raised a Discipleship House for the 

purpose of coming to know Jesus and walk like Jesus.” 
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The goal of the Discipleship House is to create an environment where the students’ focus, after their 

studies, is on creating a culture of discipleship.  

12 VSU students who are dedicated to living a life of discipleship have moved into, or will be moving 

into, the new discipleship house to advance the Kingdom of God and be witnesses for Christ on campus. 

They will pay rent comparable to other area apartment complexes.  

Rev. Harp thanked all of those who believed in the vision and have helped see this project to fruition.  

“The Lord has brought this to completion but so many people have walked alongside this journey: 

contractors; Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr.; Park Avenue UMC; Valdosta First UMC; the Commission on 

Higher Education; Board members; district churches; the District Superintendent; and a Bishop who has 

championed discipleship. 

“We are all just passing through this space,” he said. “Over the decades there will be people who come 

through here and leave this space more like Jesus.” 

In the closing prayer, Bishop James R. King, Jr., episcopal leader of the South Georgia Conference, gave 

thanks to God for bringing this to reality and for visionary leadership. 

“Thank you for the way your Holy Spirit has lifted us up above the mountains and the barriers to look 

over and see the possibilities that this kind of place and this kind of ministry could be expanded,” he 

said. “We pray that your Holy Spirit will continue to cover this place, and may this be holy ground for 

those who enter it and those who exit, that they may know they have been in the center of your holy 

will.” 

 

Harper’s Chapel UMC reaches out to community with tea party 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

More than 80 women gathered at Harper’s Chapel United Methodist Church in Baxley on Saturday, 

Aug. 22 for a day of learning, fellowship, fun, and worship. 

With a special tea party theme and outfitted in their finest dresses, hats, gloves, and jewels, the ladies 

celebrated womanhood and the significance of who they are as women in the body of Christ. 

Long-dreamed-about, the ladies’ tea party was finally realized under Rev. Abra Lattany-Reed’s 

leadership and guidance. The weekend event was an opportunity for the congregation to deepen their 

faith and reach out to the community.  

“We wanted to have a conversation about our relationship with the Lord and that was the emphasis of 

it,” said Rev. Lattany-Reed, pastor of Harper’s Chapel UMC. “But we are using opportunities like this to 

do community building and relationship building, too.” 
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This weekend event was important to the women and the church, said Sandra Simpson, a member of the 

planning committee. 

“We wanted to do something different, something we’ve talked about for years and never done,” she 

said. “It was important to get a group of women together to get to know each other better and to spread 

the word about our church and who we are and what we are doing.” 

While the backdrop may have been a formal tea party, the weekend’s emphasis was really all about 

fellowship, connection, and spreading the word about Harper’s Chapel.  

Women came from all over – Baxley, Savannah, Uvalda, and other surrounding communities – and 

several had never been to the church before. There were 86 attendees at the women’s tea on Saturday 

and 92 in worship on Sunday. 

“We had more than 175 people in worship over a 48-hour period,” Rev. Lattany-Reed said. “That 

proved to them that there’s a lot of growth and vitality at Harper’s, and that they are a part of that. 

They’re excited about that.” 

On Saturday, the women participated in uplifting worship and heard engaging teaching.  

The congregation is blessed with retired and active teachers, Rev. Lattany-Reed said, and one of them 

took it upon themselves to teach the group about the origin and culture of tea, and for fun, a fashion 

show was held and attendees modeled their favorite pearls and pins. 

Each table in the church’s fellowship hall was beautifully decorated and prepared for tea. The women 

sat around the tables and engaged in conversation and fellowship. 

Throughout the day, nearly $3,000 was given for missions and ministry. 

This event was important in the life of the congregation because it showed them that they are able to do 

big things for God. 

“We’re putting feet to our discipleship plan,” Rev. Lattany-Reed said. “We’re in a small, rural area, but 

we’re doing big ministry, and we’re seeing that every time we stretch ourselves God allows us to do 

more.” 

 

Quantifiable, results-based program budgets 

By Dr. Derek McAleer, Director of Administrative Services 

I’ve been involved in creating church budgets since the mid-1970s. Like many of you, I have seen the 

highs and lows of income, expenses, planning, and inspiration. I’ve seen new programs budgeted which 

had great impact on people’s lives. I’ve seen groups that haven’t spent their budgets in three years throw 
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major fits when it was suggested their budgets be reduced. I’ve seen churches simply add new salary and 

apportionment figures to last year’s budget and move on, without ever looking at what impact they were 

having for the funds they spent. But I have also served in some non-local-church areas and seen how 

budgeting can be driven by results-based programming. More and more I conclude that churches should 

consider this approach. 

What is Results-Based Programming? 

Results-based programming is just what it says – when you allocate budget resources, you expect 

results. You consider what the results you have gotten for the funding in the past are, and what the 

projected results for next year’s spending are. If the results don’t justify the allocation, then further 

exploration is needed. 

Is this biblical? Well, the fig tree that Jesus condemned for failure to bear fruit did not like it at all! The 

goats condemned for failure to serve the least of these were not thrilled with this approach. The vineyard 

of Isaiah 5 had numerous reasons why it had not born cultivated grapes. None of these reasons for poor 

results were acceptable to God! Will our reasons for poor results be any more acceptable? The servant 

who buried the master’s talent in the ground never understood why the Master did not find that 

acceptable. His failure to understand did not sway the Master at all. 

One key factor to good results-impact based reviews is timeliness. The most effective programs review 

events soon after they happen. They ask, “What went well? What problems cropped up? What did we 

have to adjust on the fly? How can next time be improved?” These thoughts should be captured soon 

after events, while they are fresh on people’s minds. Get the details. Next year, when first planning the 

event, pull out last year’s review to refresh your memory of how you wanted to adjust and improve. 

Examples 

One regional body considered what results their college-ministries funding was getting. They concluded 

that they were spending $1 million to reach 900 students. It seemed a lot of money for those results. 

What could they do to increase the results they were getting? Might they revise their programming to get 

more results for fewer funds? They made some big changes. Now they are spending $75,000 to reach 

1,800 students. They aren’t where they want to be – but they have doubled the number of students they 

are reaching, because they looked at the results! Plus, the $925,000 they saved could be invested in other 

ministries! 

One local church looked at what they were spending on ministries to senior citizens. They budgeted 

$2,500 a year and had about 10 people regularly involved. The money wasn’t so much, but they knew 

there were more senior citizens not being reached. So they took the same money and used it in different 

ways. Now they have 30 persons involved in their senior citizens’ ministry for the same $2,500. 



7 
 

So often we get into ruts with our budgeting where, if the amount requested doesn’t increase, it doesn’t 

really get examined. But many times if we look not just at the budget requested, but at the results 

achieved and the results expected, we begin to see a different picture.  

If the budgeting process is changed to ask 1) amount requested, 2) results last year, and 3) results 

expected this year, then those who must allocate the funds for ministries in the church can get a realistic 

picture of the impact their church is having and might have. If we actually compare results last year with 

the results that were expected last year, we have opportunity to see if our programming is really 

performing as we think, and consider how to improve it. 

Not So New 

This is not such a new idea. Every small business owner does this regularly. You look at the money you 

are spending, and you decide if you could spend that same amount differently to get more results, or if 

you have it allocated well as is. 

I can immediately hear the moans of, “But we’re just a small church …,” as if that somehow excuses us 

from being responsible to the Master. Small- and mid-sized churches can do this just as easily as large 

churches – and it may be more beneficial. Just as a single-owner, one-or-two employee business does 

this kind of thinking regularly, small churches can. All it takes is a willingness to ask questions about 

results and to think about doing some things differently.  

The Real Benefit 

It is possible that moving to results-based programming will allow you to decrease some program 

spending, but that is not the main benefit. The real benefit is that it shifts the focus from “What are we 

spending?” to “What impact are we having?” Far too few churches ever evaluate impact and results. If 

the event went off without major complication and people enjoyed themselves, then it was “successful.” 

And so our youth ministries dwindle, our Sunday schools decrease, and our young people stay away in 

droves while our spending moves forward undeterred. Looking at results and impact would have 

someone raising questions about how we might spend the same dollars more effectively. 

Expected Difficulties 

You can expect some difficulties with this new approach:  

 Inertia is a perennial issue – it is hard to get anything moving in a new direction! 

 The concept that results matter will be challenged. Church folk like to talk about “unmeasurable” 

“spiritual” benefits, “People are growing deeper” stuff. This simply put up fog which obscures 

reality. How do you know people are growing deeper? Are they attending more? Giving more? 

Volunteering outside of the church more? If you cannot say how you know it is happening, then 

it likely is little more than a fond feeling. Maybe there is a Bible verse about how fond feelings 

are what matters. 
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 Time is a real problem. Considering results takes time and energy. You can’t do your church 

budget in one meeting if you want to look at results. It will take planning. 

 Favoritism and church politics are almost guaranteed to come into play. Do not be naïve; people 

will battle to keep their funding and programming just as it is. Folks who are not achieving 

results do not want accountability to anyone else, and will challenge those who seek 

accountability. But do not let this deter you – we will all give an account before God for what we 

have done. Results matter to God! 

 

How to Begin? 

This year, why not set up one or two areas where you are going to ask about results and investigate 

further? Choose areas where your leaders have the courage and personal stability to accept questioning 

and look for ways to improve. Use them as a test case to learn how to do results-based programming. 

Next year, add a few areas. Over the next three to four years, you can review most of the programming 

areas of your church in this manner. It’s even better if your church board or church council meetings 

have time to ask about the results of programming and the impact of your ministry. Leaders whose areas 

have not yet been formally asked to do a results/impact survey will learn the language, and often begin 

to think along those ways as they handle events. 

So take the plunge. Look at the money you are spending on ministry in the name of Christ, and ask the 

simple question, “What are the results of our spending? What impact are we having?” Answering this 

one question will start you on the road to significant impact for the cause of Jesus Christ! 

Dr. Derek W. McAleer is the Director of Administrative Services for the South Georgia Annual 

Conference. 

 

Former Andrew College President Morris G. Wray passes away 

On the evening of Sept. 12, 2015, former Andrew College President Rev. Morris Garland Wray, Ph.D., 

passed away. His election as the 24th president by the board of trustees on Nov. 21, 1985, marked his 

return to Cuthbert. Prior to his appointment as Dean of Student Affairs at Brevard College, Brevard, 

N.C., Wray served Andrew as the Dean of Admission. In that capacity, his influence on enrollment 

growth was recognized by the Division of Higher Education of The United Methodist Church.  

A native to Greensville County, Va., Wray attended a three-room school with a potbelly stove which 

gave him a strong foundation for a lifetime of learning. Wray earned a Bachelor of Arts in both History 

and French from Mars Hill College, Mars Hill, N.C., and a Master of Divinity degree from Southeastern 

Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C. While working at Vanderbilt University as the 

Director of Unclassified Studies and Head Counselor for the freshman class he also earned a Master of 

Arts and doctorate from Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn.  
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As a matter coincidence, President Wray’s returned to Cuthbert via Brevard College was initiated when 

former Andrew College President Rev. Billy Greer, Ph.D., Th.D., accepted the appointed to serve as 

President of Brevard College. In between theses appointment, Larry Brown served in the role as interim 

president until Wray began his tenure on Dec. 1, 1985. 

Current Andrew College President Linda R. Buchanan shared the college community’s sympathy with 

the Wray family upon hearing the news. She said, “Andrew remains grateful for his service to the 

college, The United Methodist Church and to our community.”  

 

Youth will ENCOUNTER God at fall retreat 

In today’s selfie-centered world, we know the pull of social media to have the right pose, the perfect 

filter, and the best caption. What if we flipped that around? What if, instead of pointing the lens at 

ourselves, we pointed to others ... and we pointed others to Jesus? 

Psalm 139 paints the picture that we are fearfully and wonderfully made. So if God made us all unique, 

we should love ourselves as His creation, right? RIGHT! AND ... we can’t forget the greatest 

commandment of all: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength AND love 

your neighbor as yourself.” 

This year at Encounter, the annual youth retreat of South Georgia’s Connectional Ministries, students 

will dig deeper and look closely in moving from “selfies” to “(un)selfies.” We will study God’s call to 

love our neighbors (as much) as we love ourselves.  

Held at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island, Encounter is designed for middle and high school 

students in sixth through 12th grades and will be held Nov. 20-22. 

Multiple speakers will share throughout the weekend, including Joel Diaz, an 18-year youth ministry 

veteran, and Josh McLemore, Student Minister at Douglas First UMC. Returning to host the weekend 

will be Brandon Rushin (better known as “Hey Ya!”), a hysterical character-based entertainer that leaves 

the audience doubled-over in laughter. Justin Crenshaw and the Solomon’s Porch Band out of Valdosta 

First UMC will lead worship.  

Churches will register as a group and payment is required within seven days of registration. The cost for 

the event is $130 per person and includes programming, insurance, food, lodging, and one t-shirt per 

person.  

Click here to be directed to the online Group Reservation Form. 

Adult chaperones will be provided by each church group and must be Safe Sanctuaries certified. For 

more information, contact Event Coordinator Suzanne Akins at suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-

https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/Encounter2015
mailto:suzanne@sgaumc.com
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8626. More information can also be found on the Encounter website, www.sgaumc.org/encounter. 

Deadline for registration is Nov. 13, 2015. 

 

Are we there yet? 

FOCUS ON THE VISION 

DENISE WALTON 

The Office of Connectional Ministries seeks to advance the kingdom of God by utilizing the tools of 

communication in diverse and creative ways. The conference website; individual consults with clergy 

and laity; local church, district and conference trainings; webinars; social media; promotional program 

materials; conference calls; and video conferencing represent a sample of the annual conference tools of 

communication. We are constantly working to communicate the mission and vision of the annual 

conference. 

The conference website, www.sgaumc.org, and the South Georgia Advocate, 

www.sgaumc.org/advocate, our official online news source, continue to provide the main flow of 

information for the Annual Conference. 

A big focus for the Communications Team for 2014 was an internal data merge of the conference 

database. We have moved to a UMC Data Model with many capabilities that we have not had before. 

This is a continued work in progress and is a streamlined effort among various conference and district 

offices to work together in the sharing of data submitted by clergy and local churches. We will continue 

to build upon this streamlined model in the coming year. 

As local churches begin to complete charge conference forms they will notice the changes to our 

database system. A new church dashboard offers the local church an opportunity to share more 

information such as worship times, directions to the church and an updated photo of the church facility. 

In addition to the church dashboard, extension minsters will have a new extension ministers’ dashboard 

that houses all of the forms and reporting required for clergy serving in extension ministry. 

Another big project in the area of communications was the launch of six district websites. The district 

administrative assistants have been instrumental in getting this project off the ground. Please visit each 

of their websites: Coastal District - www.coastaldistrictumc.org, North Central District - 

www.ncdumc.org, Northeast District - www.northeastdistrict-umc.org, Northwest District - 

www.northwestumcdistrict.org, South Central District - www.southcentralumc.org, Southwest District - 

www.southwestdistrictumc.org. 

In addition to the websites, a new Discipleship Form was created and launched in each district. The new 

Discipleship Form collects the same information from each church in the Conference and replaces 

individual district evangelism forms. We received feedback from several clergy regarding the 

http://www.sgaumc.org/kidzquest
http://www.sgaumc.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/advocate
http://www.sgaumc.org/advocate
http://www.coastaldistrictumc.org/
http://www.ncdumc.org/
http://www.ncdumc.org/
http://www.northeastdistrict-umc.org/
http://www.northwestumcdistrict.org/
http://www.northwestumcdistrict.org/
http://www.southcentralumc.org/
http://www.southwestdistrictumc.org/
http://www.southwestdistrictumc.org/
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discipleship form and the need to consider how this form might work with the annual statistical 

reporting. 

Today, Sept. 21 2015, a task force will meet to review the systems which house the discipleship form 

and the annual statistical reporting form. We will consider ways to make the two forms compatible and 

reduce duplication of efforts.  

Are we there yet? 

The South Georgia Conference has come a long way in the last 24 months to provide more information, 

better communication, increased collaboration between ministry departments, and better service delivery 

to our local churches. However, we are still working to streamline forms, processes and systems to 

better serve the mission and vision of local churches as you seek to make disciples of Jesus Christ. 

We celebrate today the ways in which God has allowed us to progress and seek your prayers as we 

continue to move forward to better serve you. 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

The power of a good deed 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Sometimes in a world of vastness we forget the power of a good deed or a loving act. It is still true that 

the healing of the wounds of a man on the Jericho Road has an influence far beyond Jericho or 

Jerusalem. To be sure, God often takes a single good deed and multiplies its significance. Through the 

magic of God’s grace that goodness shines and shines and shines. 

What is so powerful about a good deed, anyway? First, a good deed is powerful because it brings out our 

best! For many years, Dr. Halford Luccock was the professor of preaching in the Divinity School of 

Yale University. One of the guiding principles he constantly taught his students was simply to be 

themselves. Then he would share an illustration of what God could do with one person. 

We are never more our true selves, as God intended us to be, than when we are performing a good deed. 

The writer of 3 John says, “Whoever does good is from God” (3:11b). Doing good, then, is a proactive 

way of living, a way of loving God. At this point, our focus is off ourselves and on the welfare of others, 

thus, bringing out our best. 

In The United Methodist Church, we have something we call our General Rules. These three rules are 

modeled after the life of Christ, and they are listed in our Book of Discipline. They are the following: 

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org
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Do no harm, Do good, Stay in love with God. For our purposes today, underline that second General 

Rule: “Do good.” 

Second, a good deed is powerful because it makes a difference in the lives of others! Let me share with 

you what one young lawyer acquaintance did several years back, when he became personally concerned 

about the terrible suffering of little children in Biafra. Single-handedly he started a help crusade. He 

basically used the telephone and personal contacts as his methods. 

This young lawyer raised more than $750 and more than 2.5 tons of food and medical supplies. He 

persuaded a major airline to fly the supplies to New York, and convinced the Catholic World Service to 

take them the rest of the way. A suffering people in a remote part of the world were assisted because of 

the deep concern of one person and his incredible good deed. 

Years ago, when I was a better golfer than I am now, I had the privilege of playing in a Pro-Am event. 

The golf pro on our team was Billy Andrae. I was touched when a small boy walked up to Billy during 

the round. Billy stopped, shook the little boy’s hand, talked with him, and gave him a golf ball. I'm sure 

that little boy will never forget Billy Andrae. And by that good deed, Billy Andrae made a witness to 

something far greater than golf. 

Third, a good deed is powerful because it softens the world! John Maxwell told of visiting the home of 

Mahatma Gandhi when he was on a trip to India. The house had been turned into a museum and it 

contained some of his personal possessions as well as artifacts from his time of leadership. It also 

teaches much of his philosophy. One of Gandhi's statements stood out for John Maxwell and for me: 

“Be the change you want to see in the world.” 

If we want to see a softening of the harsh realities of this world then we can become more aware and 

involved in bringing about more good deeds.  

What sort of good deeds, you ask? 

1. Let a person pass you on the freeway without feeling challenged to an all-out race. 

2. Make an effort to get along with people you don’t like. 

3. Call several people every day and let them know you care. 

4. Donate some time and financial support to a needed ministry or charity. 

5. Over tip an employee. 

6. Be a team player. 

7. Make a conscientious effort to improve racial or societal differences. 

8. Write notes of thanksgiving or praise to others. 

9. Share a smile. 

10. Live graciously 

Hear me now! It is my deep conviction that it is with these and other good deeds that God proposes to 

bring in His Rule. 
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Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

Remembering God’s Faithfulness  

Sunday school lesson for the week of September 27, 2015 

By Dr. Edwin M. “Buddy” Cooper, Jr. 

Lesson scripture: Acts 7:2-4, 8-10, 17, 33-34, 44-47, 53, 57 

This chapter that has been selectively chosen is the chapter containing the account of Stephen’s 

martyrdom. In this chosen text what has been separated out from the seventh chapter is an account of the 

faithfulness of God from the time of Abraham’s call to Solomon’s completion of the Temple. It is 

always a good thing to remember again the faithfulness of God through a longer period of time than just 

to experience what’s happening now in our lives. 

Rev. Albert Hall’s mother, Mrs. Mattie Hall, was a member of my church when I served East Macon 

UMC from 1976-1980. She loved our Lord Jesus and her Church. One of my memories of her was when 

she would bring a cake to a Homecoming. She lived just down the street and used a parasol to keep the 

sun off. Parasol in one hand and cake in the other, Mrs. Mattie would sidle down the street, working to 

keep her balance.  

She had in her sitting room a large print of the picture, “The Providence of God.” You have seen it. It 

shows an angel watching over children picking flowers over a ravine with a rickety footbridge in the 

background. As I got to know her, I found out she had a daughter, Jane, who was killed in 1923 by a car 

in front of her house on Main Street. One day I gathered up my courage and asked, “Mrs. Mattie, you 

lost Jane when she was 5 in a tragic accident. How can you stand to have such a large picture of ‘The 

Providence of God’ hanging in your sitting room every day? 

We were seated in the room with the picture. She turned and looked up at the picture for a long time. 

Then she said, “Buddy, I have lived long enough to know better than to judge the love of God by the 

limited experiences of one lifetime.”  

Neither of us spoke for a long time afterward. We just continued to look deeply into her picture. 

Stephen understood what Mattie knew. It is easy to get myopic in one’s view of God and His goodness, 

if you only live for today. He took the religious leaders in his speech through a time period roughly from 

2,000 B.C.E. to 900 B.C.E. He displayed the faithfulness of God over a thousand-plus-year span! And 

they covered their ears to hear no more for they did not serve God in their generation. 

Let’s look at the events Stephen lifts up: 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/
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1. vs. 2-4: Abraham left everything and pulled up stakes and moved to where God showed him. 

Stephen said about this land, “Where you now live.” It is a part of God’s faithfulness that the 

Hebrews lived in Israel/Jerusalem. 

2. vs. 8-10: God’s covenant with Abraham (circumcision is the sign) through Isaac and Jacob 

continued. When the brothers sold Joseph into slavery, God was faithful to be with Joseph to 

watch over him and allow his rise in power in Egypt to the place where he was able to save his 

brothers and their families from famine.  

3. vs. 17: 400 years in slavery does not disprove the faithfulness of God. The time came for God to 

fulfill His promise to Abraham. To bring the children out of Egypt and return them to the land 

promised to Abraham. Once again God is faithful. 

4. vs. 33-34: God in His faithfulness calls and sends Moses to bring His children out. 

5. vs. 44-47: This describes the dwelling place of God in the midst of His people. First there was 

the movable Tabernacle in the wilderness, then the final place of the tabernacle in Jerusalem. 

David wanted to build the permanent Temple to God, but Solomon was chosen to build it. God 

was faithfully present with Israel through this thousand-plus-year history recounted by Stephen. 

6. vs. 53: Stephen brings judgment, “You received the Law, yet you have not kept it.” The opposite 

of God's faithfulness. 

7. vs. 55: Stephen sees his glorious vision of Jesus at the right hand of God the Father. God is not 

only faithful, Jesus, who now appears at His right hand, is glorified in His faithfulness to us. 

Stephen shows forth the faithfulness through a long era of Israel's history and calls the question on them 

and on us: where is the evidence of your faithfulness? What are you holding in your heart against God as 

proof that He has failed you? Not trivial stuff, but aching loss or tragedy with seemingly no response 

from God to our continued knocking with bloodied knuckles upon the window of heaven? We all can 

make our case, if we just let go of our faith and claim God-forsakenness. 

8. vs. 57: They have made their decision about Stephen's speech. They will hear no more and 

stone him to death. To continue listening would have required genuine repentance. 

Let’s look again at our text for today. 

1. Abraham left everything in Hur and set out for the promised land of God. Don’t you think along 

the way he had opportunity to be discouraged by how far it turned out to be from Hur? How 

about having been promised a legacy and having you and your wife approach 80, 90, and then 

100 years old! Could you still have faith in God’s Word to the physical contrary? Is God faithful? 

2. Joseph, tied up and slung under a camel, heading for Egypt. Do you think he had a worse day? 

What would he say on the way to Egypt? “Yes, God is faithful.” Or would he judge the 

faithfulness of God by the limited experiences of one lifetime? 
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3. David lived his whole life as king to build God's Temple. He was a man of bloody hands. He 

took Uriah’s wife. Had Uriah killed. Had the child born of the adultery, Michael, die in his arms. 

In that day how faithful did David think God was? David came to his senses and repented, but 

the damage was done. 

Three episodes alluded to by Stephen in the seventh chapter of Acts. Each one capable of tearing any 

belief in the faithfulness of God from a human heart. Yet, Abraham, Joseph, and David all took Mattie 

Hall’s position of the faithfulness of God: Wait and see the faithfulness of God revealed in His time. 

How do you, in the midst of your life, cope with the silences of God in your desperate hours? How is 

that working for you? Are you ready to trust God again? Remember the old poem “Footprints?” Where 

there was only one set of footprints we thought we were walking alone, but then the truth came out. 

Where there was only one set of footprints, we were being carried in the arms of God! God is faithful all 

the time and even beyond our time into all eternity. We can trust the faithfulness of God with our lives. 

Closing Prayer: “Holy Father, forgive me when I pronounce doom and despair on the future. Remind 

me that the future is in your hands. With countless saints before us we enter our future in sure and 

certain hope in your faithfulness. Help me not to judge the love of God by the limited experiences of my 

lifetime. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Dr. Edwin M. “Buddy” Cooper, Jr. serves as the Northwest District Superintendent. He can be reached 

at edwincooper52@gmail.com.  

 

The Spirit is not for sale 

Sunday school lesson for the week of October 4, 2015 

By Dr. Edwin M. “Buddy” Cooper, Jr. 

Lesson scripture: Acts 8:9-24 

Have you ever watched the Olympics and wished you could run, jump, and compete at such a level? 

A wish is a prayer without commitment or discipline. When we see someone on the podium, receiving a 

gold medal, we try to imagine how that feels. The celebrity of winning is a strong wine to the human 

spirit. The privilege of being the Olympian has hidden behind it thousands of hours of training and 

preparation.  

I remember going as a 12-year-old to see Roger Williams play the piano in concert at Mercer University. 

Some of you reading this might have been there too! He played so effectively and effortlessly. I had 

been taking piano about three years and was fading toward golf in time put in practicing. But seeing him 

and hearing his music kept me at the piano for two more years. Today I love music of all kinds, but I can 

only listen to it. I never developed the capacity to create the music. 

mailto:edwincooper52@gmail.com
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Simon was a magician. A charlatan. He had created quite a buzz in Samaritans. The people knew there 

was a catch, but he was a good magician, so they fell under his spell. He loved to control people. 

Now into this situation comes Philip. He is preaching the good news about Jesus Christ. He baptizes 

many and even baptizes Simon! Simon never left Philip’s side. He was captivated by the signs and 

wonders that accompanied the apostle. 

When the Church in Jerusalem heard what was happening in Samaria, they sent Peter and John to check 

it out. They felt that Philip, being a younger elder, might not dot all the i’s and cross all the t’s. They 

found out that there had not been an infilling of the Holy Spirit in any of the baptized. Peter and John 

began to place their hands upon the converts and they received the Holy Spirit with power. Simon had 

been following Philip around, but here was the first string. He approached Peter and John and offered 

them money to be able to bestow the Holy Spirit with his hands. 

Simon’s learning curve was about to speed up. Peter is appalled. You cannot buy the gift of God! Simon 

allowed himself to be baptized just to get close to the apostles to see what he might add to his bag of 

magical tricks. He had no intention to follow Jesus. He had not turned from his magic. God gave Peter 

the discernment to know all of this. Peter tells him, “Your money perish with you!” Our text ends with 

Simon begging for prayer that what has been spoken over him will not come to pass. 

This dramatic drama in the life of the early church has a few lessons for those who would follow 

Christ Jesus: 

1. Samaria was not a place one would expect the Spirit to take Philip. They were the hated 

Samaritans. People who knew where they lived would go by and spit on their door posts as a 

sign of contempt. If nothing good could come from Nazareth, double nothing good could come 

from Samaria! They were the people of Israel who were left in the land when Assyria conquered 

the northern kingdom in the 700s B.C.E. The Assyrians intermarried with the people and their 

name became Samaritans. Jesus was picking at this scab when he told his parable about the Good 

Samaritan. You find God doing his work quietly in places the world would not look for him. Get 

off the main road every now and again. Bless the Samaritans in your life. 

2. There have always been people who just want to know how to work God. Don’t bother them 

with details about holiness or obedience. How does the blessing machine work? Where is the 

lever you pull to get the blessing? How can I have this power? Simon was only apprenticing 

Philip until he could once again be on his own. When we go to God for what we can get for our 

own purposes, we have to go through St. Peter and St. John. Jesus seeks our life offered to Him. 

We cannot save ourselves and Jesus cannot save us unless we give Him ourselves! 

3. People dig for relics all over the world. They want a piece of wood from Noah’s Ark or even 

more unbelievably a piece of wood from the Cross of Jesus. They think the power is in the relic. 

While every Communion Sunday ministers offer to all who will come, not a relic, but the living 

body of Jesus Christ, broken for us and His blood shed for us. By faith we receive what money 
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will never buy: Christ Jesus and His Spirit living in our heart and soul. 

4. We do not know what happened to Simon. He asked to be delivered from the prophecy Peter 

proclaimed over him. It would be by Simon’s hand, guided by his free will, that his life would be 

determined. There is no mention of him after this in the book of Acts. I want to believe he came 

to himself and embraced God as his Father. Where is your hope and faith this day?  

Let’s get the fruit out of this lesson. What does this story about Simon have to do with me? There is in 

the human heart a need to stand out. It has to be tempered by humility or it will lead us where we do not 

intend to go. There is an old saying that goes, “Let your ‘yes’ be ‘yes’ and your ‘no’ be ‘no.’” Tell the 

truth, especially when it reveals your true stature. We must allow our lives to glorify God, not glorify us. 

I have had the privilege of serving with many wonderful ministers in South Georgia. Rev. Shannon 

Holloway once said to his associate minister (me), “If you can turn water into wine that will be great. It 

will draw a great crowd on communion Sunday. If you cannot turn water into wine, I better not hear you 

telling anyone that you can.” He was teaching a young minister the truth about our limitations. We are 

not Jesus! We are his disciples. We who represent Him need no magic. We have His Holy Spirit to guide 

and comfort us. 

We are the Body of Christ, The Church, and The Bride of Christ, We have a personal Savior in Jesus 

Christ, but not an individual Savior. We are being saved by having Jesus in our hearts, gathering in 

worship where He is in our midst, and serving Him as we serve those in need. We are not being chosen 

over another person because we are better than others. We are not being chosen over others by being 

given power no one but us has. Truly we are not able to save ourselves. Simon wanted to be the Lone 

Ranger with a big stallion, silver bullets, and a mask. 

Jesus would have us know that those whom we place our hands upon in His name share His Spirit with 

us. We become one. We do not individually become more of anything this world offers. To say “Yes” to 

Jesus is to become the servant of all, Simon was drawn to Philip, looking through the wrong end of the 

telescope! He was looking for what he could get. Jesus was looking to get Simon as His disciple. 

Closing Prayer: Lord God, forgive us when we try to appear as more than human in our relationships 

and in our communities. Help us to be brothers and sisters who bear and share our burdens. Deliver us 

from being unwilling to suffer and from seeking release through the magic of this world. Have mercy, 

Lord, upon us. Amen. 

Dr. Edwin M. “Buddy” Cooper, Jr. serves as the Northwest District Superintendent. He can be reached 

at edwincooper52@gmail.com.  

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 9/21/2015 edition 

mailto:edwincooper52@gmail.com
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“Grant Writing 101: Launching Projects & Ministries That Make a Difference!” Webinar – Sept. 

24 

What are the “best practices” that churches should know when exploring the possibilities of securing 

grant money to bring a ministry dream to life? What are the pitfalls to avoid? Stewardship Consultant 

for the Oregon-Idaho Conference Cesie Delve Scheuermann will be the guest presenter, bringing her 

expertise as a fundraiser and grant writer along with a deep connection to the UMC to this free first 

webinar on grant writing. It is presented by the Stewardship Team of Discipleship Ministries (formerly 

GBOD) and is scheduled for Thursday, Sept. 24 at 7:30 p.m. Register today! 

Powersville UMC Homecoming – Sept. 27 

Powersville United Methodist Church, 245 Lakeview Road, Byron, Ga. 31008 will celebrate 

Homecoming on Sept. 27, 2015. The Rev. Benjy Varnell will preach at the 11 a.m. worship service. A 

covered dish luncheon will follow. After the meal, there will be a program of music. 

KidzQuest – Oct. 2-4 

KidzQuest is an annual fall weekend retreat for third through sixth grade students at Epworth By The 

Sea on St. Simons Island. Sponsored by South Georgia’s Connectional Ministries, KidzQuest offers a 

chance for children to take a break from school, spend time with friends, worship with church groups of 

all sizes and hear about the hope we have in Christ’s unfailing love. Free time has been scheduled in to 

allow for groups to enjoy the island as well. Visit www.sgaumc.org/kidzquest for more information and 

to register. 

2nd Annual Smoking Hunger BBQ Cook-Off – Oct. 3 

On Saturday, Oct. 3, St. Marys United Methodist Church will host the 2nd Annual Smoking Hunger 

BBQ Cook-Off to benefit the Helping Hands Food Pantry in St. Marys. The event will be a taster’s 

choice-style competition in which spectators purchase $5 tickets and get to sample each team’s entry 

and vote for their first, second, and third place teams. Teams will arrive on Friday, Oct. 2 to begin all-

night cooking so they are ready to serve samples immediately following the Rock Shrimp Festival 

Parade. The event will be located at 106 East Conyers Street in St. Marys, Ga. 

World Communion Sunday – Oct. 4 

World Communion Sunday is one of the six churchwide Special Sundays of The United Methodist 

Church. Our church is at its best when we reach out to sisters and brothers in need. World Communion 

Sunday calls the church to reach out to all people and model diversity among God’s children. United 

Methodists relate to World Communion Sunday by celebrating communion with other Christians around 

the world on this special Sunday. Churches are also encouraged to receive an offering to support 

scholarships for ethnic undergraduate and graduate students. Our gifts often enable first-generation 

students to attend college. To make it easier to change the world Oct. 4, please download a free eBook.  

ERT Chainsaw Training – Oct. 4 

The next ERT Chainsaw Training will be held on Saturday, Oct. 4 at Pierce Chapel UMC in Midland. 

This class will be from about 8 a.m. – 10 a.m. in the Pierce Chapel UMC Youth Barn and the training 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/mbqjj/qej39i/e1otrc
https://t.e2ma.net/click/mbqjj/qej39i/utptrc
http://www.sgaumc.org/kidzquest
http://www.umcgiving.org/pastors/resources?category=2750
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/081414_WCS_EBOOK_FINAL.pdf
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will be put to the test working at an actual tornado-impacted site nearby from 10:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 

Remember that Chainsaw Operator certifications are only valid for three years. To be recertified, you 

will have to attend a class sanctioned by the South Georgia Conference of The UMC. So check your 

badges and if you need to be recertified and can make this training, please contact dorerr@bellsouth.net. 

Please note that your ERT badge must be current in order to be certified as a chainsaw operator. Those 

of you who recently attended ERT training and want to also get the Chainsaw Badge should plan on 

attending this training as well. ALSO - volunteers are needed to work at an ERT cleanup site as limb 

draggers; arrive by 10 a.m. and follow the group to the work site.  

Low Country Boil at Magnolia Manor of St. Marys – Oct. 10 

Magnolia Manor of St. Marys will host their annual Low Country Boil on Oct. 10, 2015. The event will 

be held on campus and tickets are available for a 5:30 p.m. or 6:30 p.m. seating. Tickets are $20 each. 

Kettle sponsorships are available for $100. All proceeds for this event will be used to purchase phase II 

of the Emergency Call System for St. Marys. For more information, call May Stevens at 912-673-7713 

or Sheila Bivins at 229-931-5928. 

Basic/Advanced Lay Speaker/Servant Training – Oct. 10 

Contact the District Office at 229-242-7470 or scadmin@sgaumc.com to register. Cost is $35.00 

(includes lunch) and is payable at the door. Training will be held in Fellowship Hall at Park Avenue 

United Methodist Church, 100 E. Park Avenue, Valdosta, GA 31602. 

UMW Annual Meeting – Oct. 17 

South Georgia’s United Methodist Women will celebrate 43 years of mission and ministry on Saturday, 

Oct. 17 at Tifton First United Methodist Church. UMW National President Yvette Richards will deliver 

the keynote address. For more information and to download a brochure, visit www.sgaumc.org/umw. 

Vashti Day – Oct. 18 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special offering on Sunday, Oct. 18 to 

support the ministry of The Vashti Center, Inc. To learn more about Vashti and its great ministry, visit 

www.vashti.org.  

Laity Sunday – Oct. 18 

Laity Sunday, celebrated on the third Sunday of October of each year, will be Oct. 18. Laity Sunday is a 

time to recognize the work and mission of all laity – not only within the walls of the church but also in 

everyday lives. Theme and focus for each quadrennium are set by the Association of Annual Conference 

Lay Leaders. The 2015 theme is “Disciples Called to Action: Creating Unity in Ministry.” Theme for 

2016 will be “Disciples Called to Action: Living Vital Worship.” Click here for worship suggestions, 

bulletin inserts and posters for this year's theme that can be downloaded from the United Methodist 

Discipleship Ministries website. 

2015 Eagles’ Fall Retreat – Oct. 26-28 

The annual Eagles' Fall Retreat, a retreat for retired ministers and spouses of the South Georgia 

Conference, is set for October 26-28, 2015, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. This year's 

mailto:dorerr@bellsouth.net
mailto:scadmin@sgaumc.com
http://www.sgaumc.org/umw
http://www.vashti.org/
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/ministry-of-the-laity
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theme is “Singing The Story.” Rev. Tony Crosby, musician and pastor, will be the leader for the retreat. 

Click here for more information. Room reservations should be made through Epworth By The Sea (912-

638-8688). 

Southeastern Jurisdictional Clergywomen's Consultation 2015 – Oct. 26-29 

Ministry can be wild, wonderful, life-giving...and draining. At times, it's a sieve through which the water 

of our baptism slowly drips, leaving our souls parched, cracked, and creaky. It's time to plug the drain. 

Join your United Methodist clergy sisters from across the southeast as we meet Oct. 26-29 at the 

Southeastern Jurisdictional Clergywomen’s Consultation at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. 

Visit www.sejclergywomen.org for more information.  

Wesleyan College Sunday – Nov. 8 

Each local United Methodist Church in South Georgia is encouraged to take up a special offering on 

Sunday, Nov. 8 to support the ministry of Wesleyan College in Macon. To learn more about Wesleyan 

College, visit www.wesleyancollege.edu. 

Encounter Youth Retreat – Nov. 20-22 

Encounter is a weekend retreat designed for sixth – 12th grade students where everyone will 

ENCOUNTER God, but each in a very unique way. This retreat will offer passionate worship, relevant 

Bible study, and a fun time together on St. Simons Island with your youth. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/encounter for more details and to register.  

 

A Golden Anniversary in the Golden Isles 

The Arthur J. Moore Methodist Museum on St. Simons Island is celebrating its 50th anniversary as a 

Methodist Museum with events each month from September through May, 2016.  

This month, the wax figure of Bishop Arthur J. Moore will “preach” about love and redemption. Having 

passed away in 1973, it has been quite some time since his voice and wisdom have been heard, but 

technology has made it possible for museum patrons to hear his wise words once again. Make plans now 

to visit the museum, hear Bishop Moore preach, and celebrate the museum's anniversary. Click here for 

more information. 

 

South Georgia Conference joins Pan-Methodist Campaign for Children in Poverty  

In 2015, The South Georgia Annual Conference joined the Pan-Methodist Campaign for Children in 

Poverty. The campaign seeks to bring awareness to the justice issues children are facing at home and 

around the world.  

http://www.sgaumc.org/eventdetail/1819864?month=10&year=2015&day=1&display=m
http://www.sejclergywomen.org/
http://www.wesleyancollege.edu/
http://www.sgaumc.org/encounter
http://email.brtapp.com/wf/click?upn=Ud1XUaJ0LVJaxM2iCy5Oo7nf1NBxRJzbCLoQx1yjcUbDu78O5tzum-2FeQuy-2Bvrnv2_g2NEUUQGGydKEg9qcBsKlmc-2F-2BMDtofo-2FZxjEqk6Y3aDBmGjzbehM6gOTBC8GFdVlhH3fYPCzyMn1ROq7JoFT8pBlD1-2BV-2BDqMd5Knyf1Wqh-2FphRY3zyfwKYlHVE8Mj-2BdeDB3IUubqAYOdrpywLNF398n0SP4QKz-2FiIkrb6SzMYDQp-2F8MZNKwblVFGBFQeqz0-2BOFnwh3i1niyX3Ar8v4NrwIIEO-2FuzIrG5dnxpKgaQ249jf7gx-2BwWUa1Bwr4hdIWW340Kw9g-2FHFuWz-2FkfwXPcA-2BGz-2FQTrMOwz8WtkcN2FjmXaxoGQ9HLdnMrWTdDX1DSTyQ3S0j1ofDNyq5w29ElnNmOqmVDTiyrPZ-2FoS9i4amv2Y-3D
http://email.brtapp.com/wf/click?upn=Ud1XUaJ0LVJaxM2iCy5Oo7nf1NBxRJzbCLoQx1yjcUbDu78O5tzum-2FeQuy-2Bvrnv2_g2NEUUQGGydKEg9qcBsKlmc-2F-2BMDtofo-2FZxjEqk6Y3aDBmGjzbehM6gOTBC8GFdVlhH3fYPCzyMn1ROq7JoFT8pBlD1-2BV-2BDqMd5Knyf1Wqh-2FphRY3zyfwKYlHVE8Mj-2BdeDB3IUubqAYOdrpywLNF398n0SP4QKz-2FiIkrb6SzMYDQp-2F8MZNKwblVFGBFQeqz0-2BOFnwh3i1niyX3Ar8v4NrwIIEO-2FuzIrG5dnxpKgaQ249jf7gx-2BwWUa1Bwr4hdIWW340Kw9g-2FHFuWz-2FkfwXPcA-2BGz-2FQTrMOwz8WtkcN2FjmXaxoGQ9HLdnMrWTdDX1DSTyQ3S0j1ofDNyq5w29ElnNmOqmVDTiyrPZ-2FoS9i4amv2Y-3D
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“We are excited to be a part of this effort and will encourage our local churches in the South Georgia 

Conference to learn about the campaign,” said Rev. Denise Walton, Assistant to the Bishop for 

Connectional Ministries. “In 2016, the South Georgia Conference will invite all of our churches to 

participate in the National Observance of Children’s Sabbath.”  

The upcoming National Observance of Children’s Sabbaths is an ideal opportunity for churches in the 

Pan-Methodist Campaign for Children in Poverty to connect with each other and with places of worship 

across the country as we lift a united voice of concern and renew our commitment to end child poverty. 

Dr. Luther E. Smith, Jr., Professor Emeritus of Church and Community, Candler School of Theology 

serves as the Program Coordinator for the Pan-Methodist Campaign. 

For more information, please visit http://panmethodistcampaignforchildren.org.  

 

2016 General Conference petition submission deadline looming 

The deadline to submit petitions for consideration by the 2016 General Conference is Oct. 13, 2015. 

According to church law, “Any organization, clergy member, or lay member of The United Methodist 

Church may petition the General Conference...” 

Detailed instructions for submitting a petition are available on the General Conference website at 

www.gc2016.umc.org. Petitions must be typed and may be submitted through the General Conference 

website, by postal mail, or via email to petitions@umpublishing.org. This email address should be used 

for petition submission only. All other correspondence should be directed to 

petitionsquestions@umpublishing.org.  

Eligible petitions are given numbers and assigned to one of 12 legislative committees or the Standing 

Committee on Central Conference Matters. The committees will debate the proposals and determine 

whether to approve, amend, combine, or reject them for recommendation to the full body of General 

Conference. 

When submitting a petition, you must indicate whether a petition has “general church budget 

implications,” meaning a petition that causes the need for funding (i.e., creation of a new program, staff 

position, support requirements, etc.) through the general church apportionments. Such petitions require 

review by the General Council on Finance and Administration to verify if the funding is already 

included under the recommended quadrennial budget. 

Submitters must also indicate whether a petition has “global implications,” meaning it is a constitutional 

amendment, has a direct effect on the global work of general agencies, places requirements or 

expectations on all annual conferences, districts, or churches, or speaks to societal concerns regardless 

of the particular form of secular government. 

http://panmethodistcampaignforchildren.org/
http://www.gc2016.umc.org/
mailto:petitions@umpublishing.org
mailto:petitionsquestions@umpublishing.org
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Questions about the petition submission process may be submitted by email to Rev. Gary W. Graves, 

Petitions Secretary, at petitionsquestions@umpublishing.org. Visit www.umc.org/who-we-are/online-

petition-submission for more information and to submit petitions. 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – October 

10/01 – David Haygood, Sr.: 50 Shoreline Dr.; Newnan, GA 30263 

10/01 – Warren Williams: 761 Myna Dr., Unit 7084; Ellijay, GA 30540  

10/02 – Ross Tracy: 49607 Buck Dr.; Albemarle, NC 28001 

10/04 – Riley Middleton, Jr.: 5002 St. Francis Ave.; Columbus, GA 31904 

10/05 – Earl Seckinger: PO Box 766; Springfield, GA 31329 

10/05 – John Womble: 2935 Cherokee St.; Waycross, GA 31503 

10/08 – Bill Dupree: 804 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709 

10/09 – Karen Kilhefner: 7 Mistletoe Court; Savannah, GA 31419 

10/10 – Hugh Baxter: 1272 Smith Bedgood Rd.; Harrison, GA 31035 

10/11 – Bob Shell: 210 Castlegate Rd.; Macon, GA 31210 

10/12 – Jim Houseal: 2508 Jacqueline Circle; Moultrie, GA 31768 

10/13 – Bill Neely: 149 O’Connor Drive NW; Milledgeville, GA 31061 

10/14 – Jairo Franco: Calle 1a Sur #42a 18 Barrio la Ponderosa; Bogota, Colombia 

10/15 – James Aycock, Jr.: 903 A Moore Dr; Americus, GA 31709 

10/15 – Dan Williamson: 805 Cordele Rd.; Sylvester, GA 31791 

10/15 – Ray Yody: 190 Wrights Chapel Rd.; Lake Park, GA 31636 

10/16 – John Bacher: PO Box 565; Hamilton, GA 31811 

10/18 – Madison Morgan, Jr.: 599 Clyo-Kildare Rd.; Clyo, GA 31303 

10/19 – Billy Oliver: 4580 N. Mumford Rd., Macon, GA 31210  

10/20 – D.T. Holden: PO Box 20305; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 

10/23 – John Brodess: 803 Moore Drive; Americus, GA 31709 

10/24 – James Duke, Jr.: 102 Clarksville Ct.; Macon, GA 31210 

10/24 – Evelyn Duvall: PO Box 267; Pearson, GA 31642 

10/24 – Carl Howard: 154 Ridgeland Dr.; Valdosta, GA 31602 

10/24 – Willis Moore: 2722 Regal Way; Tucker, GA 30084 

10/25 – Gene Cochran: 4707 120th Blvd.; Lubbock, TX 79424 

10/25 – Gil Tripp: 1203 Rose Ave.; Americus, GA 31709 

10/27 – Bill Jackson-Adams: 312 Brantley Ridge; Warner Robins, GA 31088 

10/31 – Sanford Brown: 351 Wilmington Island Rd.; Savannah, GA 31410 

 

Scripture Readings – Sept. 21 
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Sept. 27 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

Psalm 124 

James 5:13-20 

Mark 9:38-50 

Oct. 4 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

World Communion Sunday 

Job 1:1; 2:1-10 

Psalm 26 or Psalm 25 

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 

Mark 10:2-16 

Oct. 11 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

Job 23:1-9, 16-17 

Psalm 22:1-15 

Hebrews 4:12-16 

Mark 10:17-31 


