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SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE – OCTOBER 5 EDITION  

 

Southwest District drills well, helps supply clean water and hope to village 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

A community of almost 50 people near Leon, Nicaragua today has clean, running water thanks, in part, 

to 10 short-term missionaries from the Southwest District and the South Georgia Conference of The 

United Methodist Church. 

From Aug. 29 through Sept. 5, the team of 10 went on the Southwest District’s first foreign mission trip. 

The group traveled to a remote area about 60 miles from the country’s capital of Managua where they 

drilled a well with Living Water International (www.water.cc), a non-denominational nonprofit agency 

that exists to demonstrate the love of God by helping communities acquire clean water and to experience 

“living water,” the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The group consisted of Rev. Paula Lewis and Pam Peacock of Pinson Memorial UMC; 

Bea Bea Hurt and Chris McKee of Cordele First UMC; Stephanie and Rev. Hugh Marchant of Wenona 

UMC, Rebecca UMC, and Arabi UMC; Rev. Christy Bandy from Antioch UMC in the South Central 

District; Jim Smith and George Peake from Mulberry Street UMC in the North Central District; and Dr. 

Nita Crump, superintendent of the Southwest District. 

One of the goals of the mission trip – other than to dig a well and help supply clean water – was to 

enhance the sense of connectionalism within the district, said Dr. Crump. The mission trip was a way to 

bring people together who might otherwise never have crossed paths and to help individuals and 

churches feel connected. 

Another of Dr. Crump’s goals for the district is to encourage people to live out Christ’s call to serve 

others and to think of ways to reach out beyond the walls of the church and be in ministry to all the 

world. 

“This trip really was a way to meet both of those goals,” she said. “It continued to work toward the 

district being connected because not only did we have the people from the district on the trip, but we 

also had many churches across the district supporting the trip financially.” 

http://www.water.cc/
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Another way Dr. Crump helped increase the feeling of connectedness, within the Southwest District, 

throughout the South Georgia Conference, and beyond, was to post trip updates to the district’s 

Facebook page.  

Each day, family, friends, church members, and other interested individuals could log on and see how 

the team was serving and helping spread the love of Christ. Photos were shared, prayers were offered, 

and encouragement was given from hundreds of miles away. 

“All of this fits in the goal of helping the churches be more connected as together we reach out to serve 

the world,” Dr. Crump said. 

A new season to serve 

Married mother of three Pam Peacock has entered a new season of ministry. A member of Pinson 

Memorial UMC, Peacock retired from the Federal Bureau of Prisons a few years ago. While raising 

children and working full time, her ministry was focused inside her home and at work. Now retired, 

she’s in a new season of life and ministry. This mission trip to Nicaragua was her first, but her 

experience was so profound that she plans to go on the district’s next mission trip to the Dominican 

Republic in June. 

“It was very enlightening,” Peacock said of the trip. She recalled daily devotions and discussions about 

faith with another mission team from Washington State and Canada, working with the Nicaraguan 

women and children, and experiences that grew and stretched her faith.  

She gained confidence on the trip and is using what she learned in Nicaragua as she serves at home 

through her church. 

“This gave me a new perspective on life as a whole.” 

Ministering to the whole person 

Rev. Paula Lewis is not new to mission trips – this was her fourth overseas trip – but one aspect of this 

trip that appealed to her was that the team was helping meet a necessary physical need. 

“When Jesus ministered, he ministered to the whole person; He didn’t just preach to crowds of 

thousands and tell them to go home, he fed them,” she said. “And so I think our ministry to the world is 

a ministry to the whole person, not just to their soul.” 

Before the well was dug, community members relied on a small pipe run from a neighboring village’s 

well for their water. They only had access to running water for a few hours each day when that village 

turned their power on. They had to collect enough water during that time to last through the day until the 

next day when the power was turned back on. 

The new well is hand operated and not run by electricity, and villagers have access to clean water any 

time they need or want it. 
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“I believe that when you do missions work – whether you are in your local community or abroad – when 

you meet people in crisis, they can’t respond to the gospel unless the need they are having to face every 

day is met,” Rev. Lewis said. “We gave something that they needed, something physical, and that 

opened them up to listening to the gospel.” 

The community had been praying for a well and a source of clean, safe water for three years.  

Asked how it felt to be used by God to be a tangible answer to prayer, Dr. Crump said, “Isn’t that what 

we’re supposed to be all the time as we work to bring in the kingdom?” 

 

Responding to the flooding in South Carolina 

Our continued prayers are with the people of South Carolina and surrounding areas in the midst of 

severe flooding. Below outlines several things as we look to next steps. 

A Word from Bishop Holston 

Bishop Holston, episcopal leader of the South Carolina Annual Conference, released the following letter 

this morning: 

www.umcsc.org/home/bishop-holston-urges-prayer-more-after-historic-flooding  

Ways to Give 

There are several ways in which you can make a donation through UMCOR for disaster response relief. 

Online – make a gift now to US Disaster Response #901670 

By phone – Call 1-800-554-8583 

By Check – Mail checks (payable to UMCOR) to: 

P.O. Box 9068 

New York, NY, 10087 

Through your local church – Place your gift in the plate at your church. Please make the gift clearly 

identifiable as being for the benefit of UMCOR- US Disaster Response #901670 

Early Response Team  

Please see the following email from Greg Forrester, Assistant General Secretary – UMCOR. 

UMCOR is assisting South Carolina at this time:  

www.umcsc.org/home/bishop-holston-urges-prayer-more-after-historic-flooding
http://www.umcor.org/Search-for-Projects/Search-for-Projects
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We do have a deployment procedure for ERTs that needs to be followed so that we don’t create 

problems. 

1. ERTs from within the affected conference are deployed first – if available. 

2. If SC needs ERTs from outside their conference – they will contact the SEJ UMVIM office to 

request additional assistance from within the conferences of the affected jurisdiction.   

3. Contiguous conferences first and then from there out.  

4. Should additional teams be necessary from outside the affected jurisdiction then notification will 

come from the jurisdictional UMVIM coordinators.  

Thank you for following the outlined procedures and keeping the people of North and South Carolina in 

your prayers! 

Blessings, 

Gregory A. Forrester 

Assistant General Secretary – UMCOR 

Disaster Response  

UMCOR Supplies Needed 

UMCOR relief kits and cleaning buckets will be needed to replenish those being sent to the areas 

experiencing severe flooding. This is a great way to have all ages of your church involved in outreach. 

Your church can collect and assemble relief kits, which are distributed through the UMCOR Depot, 

Sager Brown in Louisiana. Instructions for the various kits can be found at www.umcor.org. 

Our Conference delivered a trailer full of cleaning buckets and many different kits donated by local 

churches and the UMW throughout South Georgia to Sager Brown through Leesburg FUMC’s volunteer 

team who worked at the Sager Brown Depot this week. Thank you, South Georgia! 

Questions 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out. We will continue to keep you updated 

through our website and Facebook page as assessments are made and invitations are given for outside 

ERT teams to come into the South Carolina Conference. 

Luis Morales 

South Georgia Conference Disaster Coordinator 

morhilll@gmail.com  

Allison Lindsey 

Associate Director: Office of Connectional Ministries 

allison@sgaumc.com  

(912) 393-5524 

www.umcor.org
mailto:morhilll@gmail.com
mailto:allison@sgaumc.com
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Bishop Holston urges prayer, giving after historic flooding 

South Carolina is feeling the effects of an unprecedented weather event that has caused extensive 

flooding in the Low Country, Midlands and Pee Dee regions of our state. Interstate closings, failing 

dams, disintegrating roads, city curfews and extensive evacuations provide an indication of the widening 

scale of this natural disaster. 

Under the leadership of Kathy James (Director of Connectional Ministries) and Gregg Varner (Disaster 

Response Coordinator), our Disaster Response Team has been mobilized to begin to assess needs, 

coordinate with state and local authorities and prepare to respond at the appropriate time.  

Presently, we are in a time of waiting until the floodwaters recede before any coordinated response can 

begin. Our Emergency Response Teams are ready to provide assistance and represent the first wave of 

our church’s response. Their contact information is provided on the Conference website. In coordination 

with emergency management authorities, they are prepared to offer assistance wherever needed. 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and The United Methodist Volunteers in Mission 

(UMVIM) stand ready to provide assistance as recovery efforts unfold. We are a connectional church, 

and we are not alone as we seek to respond faithfully to communities in crisis.  

As the waters rise and fall and we grapple with the impact to our state, our communities and our 

congregations, I invite you to do these things:  

First, pray. Pray for families who are impacted by this disaster through loss of property and livelihood. 

Pray for first responders and all those who put themselves in harm’s way to care for the vulnerable in 

our midst. Pray that communities will come together and forge stronger relationships and connections in 

the recovery process. Pray for God’s sustaining grace through it all.  

Second, give generously of your compassion and your financial resources, but please refrain from 

making unsolicited donations of things like clothing and food. Respond to identified needs.  

Finally, consider being trained and volunteering for recovery efforts through United Methodist 

Volunteers in Mission. Much effort will be required in the coming days and weeks to bring new life into 

devastated areas. Consider offering your time and talents to that effort. 

Please know that my desire for you is to stay safe and as dry as possible.  This can be an anxious and 

fearful time. As people of faith, we hold onto the promise that God is faithful in the midst of the storm 

and the flood. God’s love will triumph in the midst of loss and destruction. 

Grace and Peace, 

L. Jonathan Holston 
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How to give: 

Through our connectional system, 100% of your donations made to UMOCR through The Advance will 

be given to the disaster – not to administrative costs. Monetary donations enable UMCOR to resource 

those affected in ways that are most useful. 

By Cash/Check 

Monetary donations can be made to your local church or sent to: 

Conference Treasurer 

PO Box 13145 

Macon, GA 31208 

Advance #901670 

 

United Methodists offer prayer after college shooting 

By Sam Hodges 

Oct. 2, 2015 (UMNS) 

United Methodists joined in expressions of distress and grief, as well as calls for prayer, after another 

mass shooting in the United States left 10 people dead and nine injured at Umpqua Community College 

in southwest Oregon.  

“My heart aches, and my prayers go out to all of those who were killed or injured,” said Bishop Grant 

Hagiya, who oversees the Oregon-Idaho Conference. “Let us call upon the power of God to heal and 

comfort during this challenging time.” 

The Rev. Pamela Meese leads two United Methodist churches near Umpqua Community College, and 

spent the hours after the Oct. 1 shootings comforting a church member who teaches at the school and 

was awaiting word on colleagues or students she knew who might have been victims. 

“It has been a tragic, tragic day, but we trust God is stronger than any evil,” Meese said late Thursday, 

Oct. 1. 

Meese knew of no one at her churches - Wilbur United Methodist and Sutherlin United Methodist - who 

was among the victims, though authorities had not released names as of Friday morning, Oct. 2. 

Read more 

 

GBGM General Secretary Thomas Kemper issues statement on the migration crisis 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/church-responds-to-another-mass-shooting
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In a recent statement concerning the migration crisis in Europe and around the world, Thomas Kemper, 

general secretary of Global Ministries, of which The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 

is a part, cites the agency’s ongoing work with international partners in bringing assistance to those 

uprooted and displaced from Syria, Iraq, and elsewhere. 

A portion of the statement read:  “For years, UMCOR has worked with partners in serving persons 

displaced by fighting in Syria and Iraq, and persons temporarily living in other Middle Eastern locations 

or making their way westward. To date, UMCOR has allocated $2 million to provide the basics of life to 

persons displaced in Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, and Turkey. Middle Eastern countries of far less affluence 

than the nations of Europe have proportionately admitted many, many more migrants than are now 

entering Europe. Our work among those displaced persons must continue. In addition, UMCOR is 

collaborating with partners to provide for refugee families in Greece, including the islands of Lesbos and 

Kos. With an Italian partner, it is responding to refugees from North Africa arriving in Sicily and other 

parts of Italy.”  

Kemper went on to state that next steps in ministries with asylum seekers will be guided by 

recommendations from the European Methodist Council in a meeting set for this month.   

Kemper also emphasized that “European and international ecumenical organizations are urging all of the 

churches and church-related humanitarian organizations to collaborate in the long-term work of 

resettlement, much of which will be in Europe. Concerning the Middle East, we have long-term 

relationships with the Middle East Council of Churches and its member communions.” 

Your gifts to the International Disaster Response, Advance #982450 will support UMCOR's ongoing 

work with refugees and migrants, and in response to other emergencies across the globe.  

Read the full statement here and use this prayer offered by the Rev. Jack Amick, head of UMCOR 

International Disaster Response, to intercede for those affected by this crisis. 

 

Harvest Church to host Compassion International Mobile Experience 

Harvest Church in Warner Robins, GA invites you and your congregation to tour the Compassion 

Experience on its campus Oct. 16-19, 2015. This is a free community-wide event that brings visitors into 

true stories of life in the developing world. 

The Compassion Experience features replicas of the homes of two Compassion children who live in 

extreme poverty on two separate continents. Each guest receives an iPod and headphones and takes a 

20-minute, multi-media tour - walking through homes, streets, markets and schools. Guests will 

experience sights, sounds, and events from the lives of actual Compassion children, narrated from their 

own perspective, that will give an inside look into how they live and their stories of hope. 

http://www.umcmission.org/learn-about-us/news-and-stories/2015/september/0911welcomingthestranger
http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/982450
http://www.umcmission.org/learn-about-us/news-and-stories/2015/september/0911welcomingthestranger
http://www.umcor.org/umcor/resources/hotline-news-archives/2015/september/umcor-hotline-for-september-9
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This is an excellent way to better engage your church to the realities of extreme poverty and activate 

them to live out their faith in practical ways. 

“We are really excited about hosting this Mobile Experience,” states Jim Cowart, pastor of Harvest 

Church. “Jen and I traveled to Uganda this year with Compassion and were very impressed with the 

organization, accountability, and dedication to the Great Commission. We were able to meet our 

sponsored child and had the great experience of watching our birth daughter sponsor and meet her own 

child. We hope to sponsor 1,000 kids in this weekend. I know this ministry makes a difference in the 

child’s life and the sponsor’s life, too.”  

Harvest Church invites you to share this event with those in your church and anyone else who may be 

interested in attending. The Compassion Mobile Experience is a free event, but space is limited and 

groups over 20 are asked to reserve a time for their group. For more information, tour times or to make a 

reservation, visit harvestchurch4u.org. We hope to see you there!  

Questions? Contact Fran Magoni at fran@harvestchurch4u.org.  

Compassion International is the world's largest Christian child development organization that 

permanently releases children from poverty. Founded in 1952, Compassion successfully tackles global 

poverty one child at a time, serving more than 1.3 million children in 26 of the world's poorest 

countries. Recognizing that poverty is more than a lack of money, Compassion works through local 

churches to holistically address the individual physical, economic, educational and spiritual needs of 

children—enabling them to thrive, not just survive. Compassion has been awarded eleven consecutive, 

four-star ratings by Charity Navigator, America's largest charity evaluator. 

 

Sex and Twitter 

Hello, beautiful people of South Georgia!  

Now that I have your attention, it is important for me to share words of care and encouragement as well 

as a new way of communicating my support for you through the scriptures. 

Let me begin with the subject of sex. As an annual conference, I believe we are getting stronger and 

stronger as we grow in our discipleship. We are becoming more Christlike as we love one another and 

invite others into a relationship with Jesus Christ.  

From my first days with you, I have emphasized the importance of Self Care as way of staying strong so 

we can serve strong. I have also made this an emphasis because as Christians it is easy to tire and grow 

weary in ways that keep us from being as effective as possible. Some of you may remember during a 

clergy day apart I held up several bottles of pills and vitamins that I take because of my poor health. I 

know first hand that we can fall apart if we do not take good care of ourselves. This care is not about 

mailto:fran@harvestchurch4u.org
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being lazy or irresponsible or taking our goals less seriously, but rather wanting to serve God as faithful 

disciples of Jesus Christ.  

A part of taking care of ourselves includes having a healthy plan for how we will manage the gift of sex 

in our lives. Sex is a part of life and each one of us should consider how to manage this gift from God. 

“We affirm that sexuality is God’s good gift to all persons. We call everyone to responsible stewardship 

of this sacred gift.” (The Book of Discipline para. 161. F)  

For some of us, sex is not a major concern in our personal lives for various reasons, but for all of us who 

are believers we must prepare ourselves to live in a world where sex is an important element in our 

culture through family, friends, and the media. 

I have two primary concerns regarding this subject: 

1. Sometimes being over worked, feeling guilty, and simply denying God’s gift of our sexual needs 

can be suppressed in ways that are not healthy. Keep in mind that for many this is not an issue 

and to that extent this concern should not be included in their self-care system. It is important to 

be truthful to who we are in order to find healthy expressions for healthy living. 

 

2. Many of you have heard me say, “If you do not brake, you will break.” We have been made for 

Sabbath. Sabbath should be a time for rest and renewal. We must stop for a while if we want to 

go endless miles.  

 

In order to remain focused as a disciple of Jesus Christ you must build into your daily life some time for 

renewal, which includes playtime. All work and no play leads to an unhealthy lifestyle, which ultimately 

leads to a path of destruction. To have a constant flow of healthy outlets in your life, identify at least 

FIVE OPTIONS for renewal. Some examples of renewal options could include the following: 

1. Fishing 

2. Hunting   

3. Golfing   

4. Exercise (walking, yoga, aerobics, biking, swimming)   

5. Reading (magazine, Bible, devotional, novels)  

6. Movies   

7. Sewing   

8. Power naps   

9. Window shopping (with or without a companion)  

10. Playing a sport  

11. Playing table games   

12. Prayer/Solitude/Meditation   

13. Road trips   

14. Horseback riding   

15. Hanging out with buddies  

16. Appropriate sex activity   

17. Cooking   
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18. Gardening   

19. Woodcutting   

20. Shop work  

21. Working a jigsaw puzzle   

22. A bubble bath   

23. Journaling   

24. Yard work   

25. Spending time with your pet  

 

I am sure you can name some additional renewal activities. The point is this: to remain healthy and 

focused on growing a Christlike world as a disciple of Jesus Christ, you need to have several renewal 

options to use on a regular basis in order to stay in balance.  

As we strive to be made perfect in this life, we will need the guidance of the Holy Spirit, grace, 

compassion, forgiveness, self-control, the practice of discipleship values, and the encouragement of 

supportive friends. 

As your bishop, I am encouraging you to not only develop a disciple plan but to also be sure to include 

in your Sabbath component a strategy for addressing all of your needs. 

What is your strategy for growing more Christlike spiritually, emotionally, and physically? 

In addition to sharing thoughts and photos on Twitter and my blog I now plan to share a devotional 

thought called “My devotional takeaway.”  

Each morning I begin with prayer and read various devotionals as a part of my disciple plan. To re-

center myself with the gift of a new day, I find it helpful to begin with God. Each day is filled with 

blessings, challenges, and opportunities. It is so easy to lose our balance as we navigate a spiritual path 

for the transformation of the world. 

While the responses to my devotional life are fresh, I plan to share a brief devotional takeaway with you. 

My hope is that by sharing a takeaway thought you may find some encouragement and support for each 

day’s journey. Included will be the scripture reference if you want to go deeper into the rich well of 

God’s word. 

Read our Advocate (www.sgaumc.org/advocate), follow me as I tweet at 

www.twitter.com/BishopJamesKing, or visit my blog at www.bishopking.org.   

Until next time, remember – God’s will for us is good. We must do the rest. 

Growing a Christlike world. 

With love,  

http://www.twitter.com/BishopJamesKing
http://www.bishopking.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/advocate
http://www.twitter.com/BishopJamesKing
http://www.bishopking.org/
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Your Bishop, 

James R. King, Jr. 

 

Changing tides 

LEADERSHIP REALLY MATTERS 

ANNE BOSARGE 

REV. JAY HANSON 

I watched a young child, his older brother, their father, and grandfather labor for hours to build a 

beautiful sand castle. Shortly after its completion, the tide turned and started rushing in to destroy their 

beautiful structure.  

This was the first time the young child had actually gotten to participate in the building of the family 

sand castle. He could not understand why nature would destroy their work, but his commitment to the 

project was limited and his attention span short. So very quickly he was absorbed in playing with the 

family dog.  

I turned my attention to the older brother. I could tell this was the best sand castle he had ever been a 

part of building. He was determined to save the castle – even if it meant he had to turn back the 

approaching tide. He built a wall to try to turn back the sea. He dug a moat to redirect the force. He 

bailed, he yelled, he was determined to fight it ‘til the very end.  

As I looked at the grandfather I could see this was most likely the last sand castle he would ever build. 

He chuckled at the naïve worrying of his grandson and quietly took a seat to watch the inevitable occur. 

He had been to the sea many times, had built many sand castles and knew the tide always came in and 

won the battle to reclaim its land. To him, there was no point in fighting. Nothing could be done to save 

this work of art for posterity. It was better to simply resign oneself to the unavoidable effects of change 

and learn to live with it.  

The father, on the other hand, knew the inevitable outcome of the changing tide, but was equally driven 

by unchanging love for his family. Understanding the symbolic importance of the castle’s construction 

to his family, he was determined to save it for them. It was a part of their tradition. It was the product of 

their labor. It held their memories and reflected their commitment. So the father pulled out a camera and 

took a picture!  

The tides of our world are changing and the church is not exempt. As the tides pound against our church, 

they challenge our methods of ministry, our systems and structure, and even certain doctrines. It’s easy 

to become frightened in such a storm. It’s tempting to abandon ship. But rest assured, the winds of 

change have blown through the church many times before and God’s plan has always prevailed. I rest 
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easy knowing our unchanging God is at the helm. Changing tides don’t lessen or threaten God’s ability 

to control.  

While I trust the result will be good, the process might be rough. My prayer is that our commitment will 

be deep enough to keep us from losing interest, our wisdom will keep us from fighting to save what 

needs to be lost, and our zeal will keep us from simply sitting back and resigning ourselves to the 

inevitable. I pray that God will reveal to us all how to “take a picture” to save what really matters – love!  

Looking for more leadership materials for your church? Click on the Resources tab at 

www.thechapelumc.com and click on Program Resources, or email jay@thechapelbrunswick.com or 

anne@thechapelbrunswick.com.  

Jay Hanson, Lead Pastor, and Anne Bosarge, Director of Discipleship, serve at The Chapel in 

Brunswick. They love sharing about the ways God is moving in their church. Contact them at 

jay@thechapelbrunswick.com and anne@thechapelbrunswick.com for more information.  

 

A deeply troubled John Wesley 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 

DAVE HANSON 

John Wesley returned from Georgia a deeply troubled young minster. His life had been shattered and he 

felt that he had no faith. Upon his arrival back in London he found a group of German Moravians. The 

Moravians had impressed him during a storm at sea and had blessed him while in Georgia. He 

befriended a young Moravian pastor, Peter Bohler. Bohler was 10 years younger than John. He spoke 

German and a little English. John Wesley spoke English and German. But they found that they could 

talk freely in Latin,  

John told Peter that he was going to quit preaching because he “had no faith.” Bohler said, “Don’t do 

that, Mr. Wesley. You are a Bible scholar and have so much to offer. Preach faith until you have it. Then 

you will preach faith because you do have it.”  

Wesley tried that, but it didn’t work very well. He said, “I need faith that will give me three things: 

peace (in the face of death), joy, and victory over sin. And I just don’t have it.”  

Bohler said, “Well, sir, you can have it. And you can have it instantaneously. But first you must put 

aside all this philosophy and just come as a little child and ask Christ to save you. And He will. Then the 

Holy Spirit will give you the assurance you are seeking.” 

Wesley replied, “It can’t be that easy. Don’t you have to do something: study, search, pray, do good 

works?”  

http://www.thechapelumc.com/
mailto:jay@thechapelbrunswick.com
mailto:anne@thechapelbrunswick.com
mailto:jay@thechapelbrunswick.com
mailto:anne@thechapelbrunswick.com
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Bohler said, “Just come as a little child. Study your Bible.” Can’t you just see this young pastor telling 

the Bible teacher from Oxford to study his Bible! 

Wesley did a study of the Book of Acts looking for conversions there. After this study he concluded that 

every conversion in the Book of Acts was an instantaneous conversion except one – Paul. Paul’s 

conversion took a few days. 

Wesley said, “I see it is in the Bible. But that was way back then. I just don’t see it around me today.” 

Yes, John Wesley on his return from Georgia was a very troubled young minister. 

 

Friendship Circle of love  

By Sandy Drew 

The United Methodist Women (UMW) of Northview United Methodist Church in Warner Robins 

recently set about making clothing protectors for the senior residents of Elberta Health Care Facility. 

The UMW of Northview, also known as the Friendship Circle, planned and made approximately 34 

clothing protectors and delivered them to the Elberta Health Care Facility. 

The Friendship Circle members provided refreshments while the residents were entertained by Sue Anne 

Waddamocker, a Christian comedian (a.k.a. Pastor Jackie). What a blessing to watch the residents show 

off their new clothing protectors, laugh at Sue Anne, smile, and enjoy the refreshments.  

Mrs. Sandy Drew, president of the Friendship Circle, stated that much planning, love, and prayer went 

into making the clothing protectors with one of them being delivered to a 93-year-old man in Carlton.  

“It was wonderful to meet the needs of these lovely people,” she said.  

All of the Friendship Circle members expressed how blessed they felt to be able to minister in such a 

way that the love of Christ was actually visible on the faces of the residents and staff at the Elberta 

Health Care Facility. 

 

Riverside UMC shares music library 

Riverside UMC in Macon has graciously been given choir libraries from three churches that have closed 

during the past five years. As a result of these gifts, their anthem library has grown from 650 anthems to 

more than 1,400 titles. The complete library has been entered into a database which can be sorted by 

composer, voice parts, liturgical season, and includes listings for instruments and children’s choir parts.  
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In the spirit of good stewardship, the Music Ministry of Riverside feels strongly that this gift should be 

shared with other churches through a lending library. Each church will be responsible for picking up 

anthems at Riverside and will complete a check-out form. Churches may then return anthems in person 

or by mail. It is Riverside UMC’s hope that the music library will become a valuable resource for the 

South Georgia Conference. 

Those interested in receiving the Excel database should contact Rev. Alan Benson by email at 

alan@rumcmacon.org.  

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 10/5/2015 edition 

Basic/Advanced Lay Speaker/Servant Training – Oct. 10 

Contact the District Office at 229-242-7470 or scadmin@sgaumc.com to register. Cost is $35.00 

(includes lunch) and is payable at the door. Training will be held in Fellowship Hall at Park Avenue 

United Methodist Church, 100 E. Park Avenue, Valdosta, GA  31602. 

Low Country Boil at Magnolia Manor of St. Marys – Oct. 10 

Magnolia Manor of St. Marys will host their annual Low Country Boil on Oct. 10, 2015. The event will 

be held on campus and tickets are available for a 5:30 p.m. or 6:30 p.m. seating. Tickets are $20 each. 

Kettle sponsorships are available for $100. All proceeds for this event will be used to purchase phase II 

of the Emergency Call System for St. Marys. For more information, call May Stevens at (912) 673-7713 

or Sheila Bivins at (229) 931-5928. 

Free webinar: Emergency Seasonal Shelters/Homeless Ministry – Oct. 16 

On Friday, Oct. 16 at 10 a.m., Rev. Wright Culpepper will lead a free webinar about setting up 

emergency seasonal shelters for those who are homeless. Visit www.sgaumc.org/webinars for more 

information. 

Harvest Church’s Compassion International Mobile Experience – Oct. 16-19 

Harvest Church in Warner Robins, GA invites you and your congregation to tour the Compassion 

Experience on its campus Oct. 16-19, 2015. This is a free community-wide event that brings visitors into 

true stories of life in the developing world. The Compassion Experience features replicas of the homes 

of two Compassion children who live in extreme poverty on two separate continents. Each guest 

receives an iPod and headphones and takes a 20-minute, multi-media tour - walking through homes, 

streets, markets and schools. Guests will experience sights, sounds, and events from the lives of actual 

Compassion children, narrated from their own perspective, that will give an inside look into how they 

live and their stories of hope. This is an excellent way to better engage your church to the realities of 

extreme poverty and activate them to live out their faith in practical ways. Visit 

www.harvestchurch4u.org or email Fran Magoni at fran@harvestchurch4u.org for more information.   

mailto:alan@rumcmacon.org
mailto:scadmin@sgaumc.com
http://www.sgaumc.org/webinars
http://www.harvestchurch4u.org/
mailto:fran@harvestchurch4u.org
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UMW Annual Meeting – Oct. 17 

South Georgia’s United Methodist Women will celebrate 43 years of mission and ministry on Saturday, 

Oct. 17 at Tifton First United Methodist Church. UMW National President Yvette Richards will deliver 

the keynote address. For more information and to download a brochure, visit www.sgaumc.org/umw. 

Vashti Day – Oct. 18 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special offering on Sunday, Oct. 18 to 

support the ministry of The Vashti Center, Inc. To learn more about Vashti and its great ministry, visit 

www.vashti.org.  

Laity Sunday – Oct. 18 

Laity Sunday, celebrated on the third Sunday of October of each year, will be Oct. 18. Laity Sunday is a 

time to recognize the work and mission of all laity – not only within the walls of the church but also in 

everyday lives. Theme and focus for each quadrennium are set by the Association of Annual Conference 

Lay Leaders. The 2015 theme is “Disciples Called to Action: Creating Unity in Ministry.” Theme for 

2016 will be “Disciples Called to Action: Living Vital Worship.” Click here for worship suggestions, 

bulletin inserts and posters for this year's theme that can be downloaded from the United Methodist 

Discipleship Ministries website. 

Free webinar: Community Gardens – Oct. 20 

On Tuesday, Oct. 20 at 10 a.m., Rev. Stacey Harwell-Dye will lead a free webinar focusing on 

community gardens and how they can be a ministry of your church and serve your community. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/webinars for more information. 

2015 Eagles’ Fall Retreat – Oct. 26-28 

The annual Eagles' Fall Retreat, a retreat for retired ministers and spouses of the South Georgia 

Conference, is set for October 26-28, 2015, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. This year's 

theme is “Singing The Story.” Rev. Tony Crosby, musician and pastor, will be the leader for the retreat. 

Click here for more information. Room reservations should be made through Epworth By The Sea (912-

638-8688). 

Southeastern Jurisdictional Clergywomen's Consultation 2015 – Oct. 26-29 

Ministry can be wild, wonderful, life-giving...and draining. At times, it's a sieve through which the water 

of our baptism slowly drips, leaving our souls parched, cracked, and creaky. It's time to plug the drain. 

Join your United Methodist clergy sisters from across the southeast as we meet Oct. 26-29 at the 

Southeastern Jurisdictional Clergywomen’s Consultation at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. 

Visit www.sejclergywomen.org for more information.  

Free webinar: Backpack Buddies – Oct. 27 

On Tuesday, Oct. 27 at 10 a.m., Jodie Lamon and Rev. Andy Lamon will present a free webinar about 

Backpack Buddies snack ministries. Visit www.sgaumc.org/webinars for more information. 

http://www.sgaumc.org/umw
http://www.vashti.org/
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/ministry-of-the-laity
http://www.sgaumc.org/webinars
http://www.sgaumc.org/eventdetail/1819864?month=10&year=2015&day=1&display=m
http://www.sejclergywomen.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/webinars


16 
 

Free webinar: Feeding Ministries – Oct. 29 

On Thursday, Oct. 29 at 10 a.m., Debbie Towson will lead a free webinar about feeding ministries and 

the impact they can have on volunteers, local churches, and communities. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/webinars for more information. 

Wesleyan College Sunday – Nov. 8 

Each local United Methodist Church in South Georgia is encouraged to take up a special offering on 

Sunday, Nov. 8 to support the ministry of Wesleyan College in Macon. To learn more about Wesleyan 

College, visit www.wesleyancollege.edu. 

Encounter Youth Retreat – Nov. 20-22 

Encounter is a weekend retreat designed for sixth – 12th grade students where everyone will 

ENCOUNTER God, but each in a very unique way. This retreat will offer passionate worship, relevant 

Bible study, and a fun time together on St. Simons Island with your youth. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/encounter for more details and to register.  

 

Saul Earns Credibility 

Sunday school lesson for the week of October 11, 2015 

By Rev. Denise Walton 

Lesson scripture: Acts 9:19b-31 

This week I had the unique opportunity to visit a local church and join them in the community. This 

small but faithful congregation made their regular visit to the local nursing home. It was a joy to meet 

the residents, hear the pastor share, and sing with the members of the church the old songs of Zion. The 

most beautiful part of the day was to witness the nursing home residents join in the singing. It appeared 

that some had different levels of cognitive ability but when we sang “My Hope is Built,” “Victory in 

Jesus,” and “He Touched Me,” you could see the joy in their countenance. They remembered, and they 

sang to the glory of God! 

In the setting of our text, Saul has gained credibility for his unceasing actions toward the destruction of 

the gospel of Jesus Christ. Saul was intent on searching out men and women who confessed the message 

of Jesus and placing them in prison. He enters Damascus with such intent and approaches the high priest 

for letters to provide permission to carry out his plans.  

Saul was on the way to execute his plan, but God had another plan in Saul's life. 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8 NIV 

http://www.sgaumc.org/webinars
http://www.wesleyancollege.edu/
http://www.sgaumc.org/encounter
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As I contemplate this Sunday school lesson, I continue to go back to Acts 1:8. As Luke unfolds the story 

in Acts, we are reminded that Pentecost has come, the Holy Spirit has come, and the Gospel is coming to 

Jerusalem, Samaria, Judea and the ends of the earth.  

Saul’s encounter with Jesus on the Damascus Road is a turning point in his life and ministry. It is Saul 

who will take the gospel to the ends of the earth. The love of God in the power of the Holy Spirit 

through Jesus Christ can and will radically transform the life of the most resistant human being. If they 

receive and believe, no one is beneath the love of God.  

As a regular part of my personal devotion, I follow the common lectionary reading. As a part of that 

discipline, I often review the lectionary readings on www.textweek.com. The readings include the 

ancient theologians and well as modern-day reflections on text. While this reading represents a former 

lectionary year, I enjoyed James Boyd's commentary on today’s scriptural lesson. Boyd served as 

Emeritus Professor of New Testament and Greek, Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN. 

I was very familiar with the story of Saul and his conversion, but a lesser-known character was Ananias. 

Boyd describes the faithful response and conversion of Ananias. As I read, the commentary reminded 

that the transforming power of God affected Saul, his friends, and those who came in contact with Saul's 

persecution of the church.  

Ananias - A Second Conversion  

Dr. James Boyd writes, “Each of Luke's stories is particular. God is doing a new thing. Each story is 

God yet again making good on God’s promises. This story of Saul’s encounter with the risen Jesus on 

the way to Damascus was clearly a favorite. Luke tells the story three times in Acts (see Acts 22:6--16; 

26:12--18). Like the series of speeches in Acts that repeat the same old story of salvation, the problem 

for the preacher is not the lack of material, but how to tell the whole story with the kind of imagination 

and vision that can capture and place our present stories within the grand story of God's people from the 

beginning.” 

Boyd further states, “The close parallelisms of the accounts of Saul and Ananias suggest that there are 

two call stories and thus, two conversions taking place here. To his obedient ‘Here I am, Lord, Ananias 

receives the same cryptic, ‘Get up and go,’ but with explicit instructions regarding the object of his 

mission: Saul (9:11). When the voice adds reference to Saul’s ‘prayer’ and vision of one coming to lay 

hands on him so that he can regain his sight, the narrative already anticipates the effective promises of 

God and invites us into a future that even Ananias is not quite ready to see. Instead Ananias responds, ‘I 

have heard from many ... how many evil things he has done.’ Ananias knows too much about the ways 

of the world and about persons like Saul. Even after the reference to God’s ‘name’ (9:14); even after the 

promise to Mary that with God ‘all words’ are possible (Luke 1:37), the past still seeks to define and 

control the present. But in the promise of God's word, then, as now, the ways of the world are being 

rearranged.” 

Final Thoughts  

http://www.textweek.com/
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I believe in this Christian walk we may forget who we are and what we are called to do. Allow the 

scripture readings this week to remind of who you are in Christ and what you called to do. We all have a 

story to tell. For some, it is a dramatic and powerful transformation and others a quiet, lifelong journey 

of discipleship. May the scriptures, worship, and the fellowship of believers remind us all that a change 

has come in our lives. That change is the radical, transforming power of God. To God be the Glory, 

great things God has done!  

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her 

at denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

MAYBE SO … 

Dear Editor, 

Offering procedures are something of an issue here at Utmost United Methodist Church. I. M. Givin 

raised an interesting question a while back. He said, “I pay my pledge and other offerings online. But 

when the offering plate passes I don’t feel right about the witness it gives when I put nothing in on the 

rest of the Sundays. Since I travel a lot, online giving assures my tithe getting to the church on time.” 

Major Day came up with a very good idea. He said, “Why don’t I print some cards for the pews and 

laminate them with the message, ‘I strongly support the church with my prayers, presence, gifts, and 

witness. I give my pledge at the first of the month. This card is a physical representation of my support.’ 

That way, I. M. and others can place the card in the offering plate as a witness to their stewardship.” 

Our pastor, Rev. Mostly Wright said, “This is a great idea. We will put the cards in pew racks with 

offering envelopes. Then I. M. and others may use them in witness to their stewardship.” 

Every Sunday since the cards were prepared, more appear in the offering. 

Until next time … 

Homer Heardmore 

Rhodes Crossing, Ga. 

 

Scripture Readings – Oct. 5 

Oct. 11 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
Job 23:1-9, 16-17 

Psalm 22:1-15 

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org
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Hebrews 4:12-16 

Mark 10:17-31 

Oct. 18 

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 

Laity Sunday 
Job 38:1-7 (34-41) 

Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c 

Hebrews 5:1-10 

Mark 10:35-45 

Oct. 25 

Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 
Job 42:1-6, 10-17 

Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22) 

Hebrews 7:23-28 

Mark 10:46-52 

 

Young Adult Network for Training in Ecumenism 

In The United Methodist Church bishops are responsible for ecumenical and interreligious ministries. 

The Office of Christian Unity and Interreligious Relationships (OCUIR) was created in 2012 to assist 

the Council of Bishops in this calling. The vison of OCUIR is to support the bishops as they lead our 

denomination to live more fully into Christian unity and deepen interreligious relationships. One way we 

do this is to engage and train young adults.  

United Methodist Ecumenical and Interreligious Training (UMEIT) is the venue through which OCUIR 

trains United Methodists in ecumenical in interreligious history, theology and ministry. In early 2016 

OCUIR will kick off a new ministry called YAN (Young Adult Network).  Young adults who 

participate will be trained in group leadership skills, the history and theology of the ecumenism, and the 

unique importance of Christian unity and interreligious relationships in our denomination. YAN will 

form young United Methodists in ecumenical and interreligious ministry and give them the skills to 

similarly train other young adults. 

A small group of 12 adults between the ages of 21 and 31, who represent all jurisdictions and central 

conferences of The United Methodist Church, will be selected. They will be both lay and clergy, live 

around the world, and be willing to commit to this training period of up to 4 years. They also will need 

to be able to read and speak English, be able to travel elsewhere in the world once a year, have access to 

a phone and computer, and be willing to organize and lead a Young Adult Network in their home 

context. Beginning in early 2016 the participants will be sent books on current leadership theory and 

ecumenical history and theology. They will have monthly phone conference calls, as they work together 

to build a covenant, define their context, solidify their plans around their vision and mission, and create 
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their own MAP (Ministry Action Plan). Once a year, they will come together around a major ecumenical 

event for fellowship, worship and more training. 

As the training continues participants will create similar Young Adult Networks in their home contexts, 

and they will facilitate them. The eventual outcome will be a world-wide network of small groups being 

formed in and creating ministries to uphold ecumenical and interreligious actions. 

To receive an application to be a part of YAN, young adults should contact Rev. Dr. Jean Hawxhurst at 

OCUIR (jhawxhurst@ocuir.org). Applications are due no later than Nov. 31, 2015. 

mailto:jhawxhurst@ocuir.org

