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SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE – OCTOBER 19 EDITION  

 

United Methodist Women gather for 43rd annual meeting 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

“South Georgia, you are special!”  

Those words echoed throughout UMW National President Yvette Richards’ keynote address to the more 

than 200 women who gathered on Saturday, Oct. 17 for the 43rd annual meeting of the South Georgia 

United Methodist Women.  

“You have a great and wonderful firm foundation that has been laid here in South Georgia,” she said. 

Speaking to a group who was meeting for only the second time as a six-district organization and who is 

still feeling the effects of redistricting, she emphasized God’s unchanging nature and read from Malachi 

3:6 which says, “I the Lord do not change.” 

“You are called to a new beginning … but our work, our mission, our determination has not changed 

and will not waver.” 

Meeting under the theme, “Called to a New Beginning,” UMW from each South Georgia district met at 

Tifton First United Methodist Church to celebrate 146 years of mission and ministry. 

During her address, South Georgia UMW president Mary Exley spoke about the purpose of the UMW. 

“It is up to each of us … to strengthen our organization through renewing our call to serve in the 21st 

century as we have never served before,” she said. “The need is greater than it has ever been before.” 

She outlined the ways United Methodist Women in South Georgia are learning about, fighting for, and 

advocating for social justice issues and growing as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Attendance has increased at all conference events this year, she said, and UMW were able to provide 

discipleship opportunities and education through the annual Mission u event and at an Annual 

Conference session workshop.  

“Our world is changing,” Exley said. “Yes it is. But we are given the assurance by the third chapter of 

Malachi. We may change, but God does not change. He is our rock. We can either shrink back where it 
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is comfortable, stay put, and spin our wheels, or we can take a step of faith and embrace what God has in 

store for South Georgia United Methodist Women.”  

During their business session, South Georgia UMW pledged $200,000 to missions giving in 2016 and 

approved a $305,520 budget for the coming year. 

During the installation of officers led by past president Sara Bankhead, four were installed into 

leadership positions: Mary Exley, president; Sandra Simpson, treasurer; Lynn Harper, missions 

coordinator for education and interpretation; Agnes McKinney, secretary of programs and resources; 

Margaret Wheeler, communications coordinator; and Nell Calhoun, chairperson, committee on 

nominations.  

Love and appreciation were expressed to outgoing officers Aldene Lee, Carol Banks, Marilyn Page, and 

Leona Rogers.  

During her address, Richards shared the impact United Methodist Women are having around the world.  

“Through the UMW … lives are changed daily,” she said. 

Though things in South Georgia may have changed and the UMW may look and operate somewhat 

differently than it has in the past, God never changes.  

“God has called us to be refreshed and renewed … but God is in the midst of it. Don’t worry – His love 

never changes,” Richards said. “We want to rejoice that God has seen something new in South 

Georgia!” 

A former cheerleader at Beach High School in Savannah, Richards got the crowd energized and 

chanting.  

“It might be a new beginning, but God will never leave us,” she said.  

“Let’s do it together!” the crowd cheered. 

During the day’s worship service, attendees sang hymns and were treated to special music sung by 

Angie Carr, Tifton First UMC’s director of music ministries. 

Rev. Benjy Varnell, senior pastor of Tifton First UMC; Rev. Vicki Scott, pastor of Scott’s Chapel and 

Emory Chapel UMC; Rev. Henry Bass, superintendent of the South Central District; and Rev. Danita 

Knowles, pastor of Trinity United Methodist Church in Tifton, led worshippers in a service of Holy 

Communion. 

“There is much work to be done,” Exley said. “We are the ones to do it. Accept the challenge to take on 

the cloak of service and work like you have never worked before. Love like you have never loved 

before. Pray like you have never prayed before as we touch the lives of the least of these. It’s our 

calling.” 
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2015 Conference Journal now available 

Redesigned book includes conference business, directories, appointments, reports, and statistical tables 

The 2015 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference is now available for purchase. New this year, 

those wishing to purchase a Conference Journal will order their copy(ies) online directly from the 

printer. The cost of the Journal is $20 each plus tax and shipping. 

Click here to order your copy of the 2015 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference.* 

In addition, the Journal editorial board is offering for the first time a digital copy of the Journal as a free 

PDF download at www.sgaumc.org/2015conferencejournal. Adobe Acrobat Reader is required to 

download the file(s). 

“We’re excited to introduce these changes to the members of our conference,” said Dr. Jay Harris, 

Conference Secretary. “A great thing about a new team is that you have fresh eyes and ideas. Our new 

Journal Editor, Meredyth Earnest, was the 2012 Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference Journal Editor 

and was also the former Communications Director for the Alabama-West Florida Annual Conference. In 

addition to serving as Journal Editor for our conference, she also serves as our Data Specialist. 

“Kara Witherow, editor of the South Georgia Advocate, has brought to our team her keen editing and 

formatting skills. We’re grateful for the assistance we’ve received along the way from Rev. Denise 

Walton and members of our Connectional Ministries Team as well as Dr. Derek McAleer and members 

of his Administrative Services team. It has truly been a pleasure to be a part of this process.” 

The Journal has been completely redesigned for 2015 and features a larger layout. The new format is a 

standard 8.5” x 11” size and has been condensed to one volume instead of the two that were previously 

offered. These changes, combined with the on-demand printing capability, have created a tremendous 

cost savings for the Conference. The Journal editorial board made a concerted effort to keep the 

purchase price for each Journal at or below what the rate was for retired clergy in years past ($25). This 

amounts to an even larger savings for purchasers who were before paying the standard rate ($40). 

“I’m so pleased with the work our Journal editorial board has done,” said Dr. Derek McAleer, Director 

of Administrative Services for the South Georgia Conference. “The new format and on-demand printing 

options are saving the Conference apportionment dollars while maintaining the lowest price traditionally 

set for our Journal. The convenience of online ordering and the ability to purchase copies of Journals 

throughout the year, not just during a pre-order window, are marvelous improvements for the members 

of our conference.” 

“I am personally thankful for the ministry of the Journal editorial board, who helped to usher in these 

new changes over many months,” said Meredyth Earnest, Journal Editor. “The print quality of our 

http://www.lulu.com/shop/meredyth-earnest/2015-south-georgia-annual-conference-journal/paperback/product-22388982.html
http://www.sgaumc.org/2015conferencejournal
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Conference Journal is simply outstanding and we hope that those who order a copy will find it to be a 

valuable resource throughout the year.” 

*The Conference is using www.Lulu.com, an online print-on-demand publishing company, to print the 

2015 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference. Orders will be made and processed via their 

secure website and shipped directly from their facility. 

 

Top court reviews agency structure plan 

By Linda Bloom 

In 2012, one word — unconstitutional — brought an abrupt end to a compromise plan to restructure The 

United Methodist Church. 

Known as “Plan UMC,” the legislation was the result of many hours of discussion and debate by 

delegates at the 2012 General Conference, the denomination’s top legislative body, in Tampa, Florida. 

When the United Methodist Judicial Council was asked to review the approved legislation, however, its 

members unanimously voided the plan, chiefly because the court ruled that the way it delegated 

authority was unconstitutional. The May 4 ruling occurred on the last day of the 2012 conference. 

Now, a revised version of Plan UMC has been proposed for the 2016 General Conference, which meets 

next May in Portland, Oregon. On behalf of its supporters, the United Methodist Council of Bishops has 

asked the denomination’s top court to give the revision the constitutionality test. 

The request is one of eight docket items on the Judicial Council’s agenda when it meets Oct. 21-24 at 

the Hilton St. Louis Airport Hotel. An oral hearing on the new Plan UMC is set for 11 a.m. CDT 

Wednesday, Oct. 21, and several briefs supporting or opposing the plan have been filed with the council. 

The original legislation in 2012 grew out of a “Call to Action” process organized by the Council of 

Bishops and Connectional Table, a denominational coordinating body, to restructure the 10 church 

agencies that receive general church funds. 

Six of the delegates who supported and drafted the compromise plan that emerged at the 2012 General 

Conference have crafted “Plan UMC Revised.” 

The revised Plan UMC abandons the proposed General Council for Strategy and Oversight that would 

have overseen the work of some agencies, while beefing up responsibilities of the Connectional Table. 

Other docket items 

file:///C:/Users/Kara/Desktop/Advocate/October%205,%202015/www.Lulu.com
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/restructuring-plan-gets-tentative-ok
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2012-judicial-council-voids-plan-umc
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2012-judicial-council-voids-plan-umc
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishops-ask-if-agency-restructure-plan-is-constitutional
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishops-ask-if-agency-restructure-plan-is-constitutional
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/PLAN_UMC_REVISED-4.pdf
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Among the other items on the council’s fall docket are several requests for reviews of a bishop’s 

decision of law related to the structure of annual conferences, including the 2015 unification of the 

Southwest Texas Conference and the Rio Grande Conference into the Rio Texas Conference. 

Two items from the United Methodist Church in the Philippines involve the decisions of bishops on 

voting methods to elect delegates to General Conference and central conference meetings and to dismiss 

a district superintendent. 

Bloom is a United Methodist News Service multimedia reporter based in New York. Follow her at 

https://twitter.com/umcscribe or contact her at (646) 369-3759 or newsdesk@umcom.org.  

 

`The day I lost Momma’ 

By Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. 

Her name was Arnola Verna Triplett. She was 33 when I was born. 

The doctor instructed her not to have any more children but, despite the warning, she gave birth to me 

on February 2, 1950. 

She was a great momma. She taught me many life skills––how to develop lasting relationships with 

people and how to iron my own clothes. She taught me to respect my elders and to have confidence in 

myself despite growing up as a black boy in a racist United States. 

It was a little more than six months after my 18th birthday that the man she chose to marry killed her 

because she was tired of his drunken ways and abusive language.  

It was Saturday evening in July of 1968. I was dancing to music on my portable record player on the 

front porch of Yvette, a girl I hoped would become my girlfriend. I was happy she was finally giving me 

some attention. 

Little did I know that this would be the last time I would see her. 

Above the sound of the music I heard someone calling my name. My next-door neighbor was running 

toward me. “You need to hurry home,” she shouted. “Your mother has been hurt.” 

I told Yvette I needed to go and left the record player with her (by the way, I never saw the record player 

again either). 

EMS on the scene 

I ran the five or six blocks and arrived home in time to see an EMS team loading my mother in an 

ambulance. 

http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/who-we-are/judicial-council/judicial-council-dockets/jc-docket-oct-2015-with-supporting-documents.pdf
https://twitter.com/umcscribe
mailto:newsdesk@umcom.org
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My head was spinning and I didn't know what had happen or what to do. 

Someone got in touch with my oldest sister, Helen, and she and her husband took me to the hospital 

where we stayed all night. 

I finally went to Helen’s house the following day. On Monday, my brother in law woke me up to tell me 

what I instinctively already knew. “Man, your momma died this morning,” he said. 

I rolled over and went back to sleep. I didn't cry until the day of the funeral a week later.  

Many victims 

I tell you this story because victims of domestic violence are not only the “mommas,” but the children, 

as well. 

I'm now 65-years-old; it still hurts just as much today as it did 47 years ago. 

I have lived without the comfort of my mother for these 47 years. She never saw any of my children, 

never saw me graduate from college or seminary. She didn't attend my wedding. She never heard me 

preach – not a single sermon. She never saw me give an invitation to Christian discipleship or celebrate 

Holy Communion. 

I missed all of this because one man was determined to control her life. 

Now, Momma, I'm trying to stop this from happening to other 18-year olds. I want women to live full 

and productive lives because I still hurt from a summer in 1968 when R C Calhoun killed you.  

The Rev. James E. Swanson Sr. is the bishop of the Mississippi Area and president of the General 

Commission on United Methodist Men. His personal story was originally published in the spring 2015 

issue of UM Men. 

RESOURCES TO FIGHT DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  

United Methodist Men and United Methodist Women work together to fight domestic violence.  

Get resources from United Methodist Men. 

Resources from United Methodist Women 

 

Who guides the pastors we turn to for guidance? 

A UMC.org Feature by Joe Iovino* 

http://www.gcumm.org/news/ways-in-which-um-men-can-reduce-incidents-of-domestic-violence
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/domestic-violence
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We all have known mentors, heroes, teachers, guides, gurus, supporters, advisors, and others who made 

us who we are. Through word and example, they show us the way in life, faith, and work. 

Our United Methodists pastors are often those to whom we turn for spiritual guidance, but who leads 

them? We asked several pastors to talk about the people who shaped their lives. 

Keep your options open 

The Rev. Jean Lofsvold Schwien of Christ United Methodist Church in Salt Lake City, Utah, first felt 

called to ministry at the age of 13. “I returned from a literal and spiritual ‘mountain top’ experience at 

church camp,” she recalls. “I walked into my pastor’s office, plopped down on his couch, and 

announced: ‘Ron, I think I want to be a minister.’ The Rev. Ron Hodges looked at me for a moment 

before replying, ‘Well, I think you should keep your options open.’” 

Throughout her journey toward ordination, Hodges “nurtured me into ministry. [He] planted seeds of 

opportunity for service in the church and then graciously allowed those seeds time to sprout, grow and 

mature.” 

Fifteen years after that post-camp conversation, Hodges stood beside Schwien as she was ordained an 

Elder in Full Connection in the United Methodist Church. She says, “He gave me a congratulations card 

that read: ‘Keep your options open.’” 

Sticky notes of encouragement 

The Rev. Jon Van Dop of First United Methodist Church in Ionia, Michigan was assigned his mentor as 

part of the ordination process. He reports that the Rev. Larry Brown “was an excellent listener and 

answered my questions based out of his years of experience.” 

Brown’s influence extended further. “His wife Beverly mentored my wife Darcie while he was 

mentoring me,” Van Dop fondly remembers. “My wife was new to being a clergy spouse and it was a 

great blessing to her to be able to have someone to call during celebrations and challenges alike.” 

Following his ordination, Van Dop was appointed to follow his mentor. In the office that so recently had 

been Brown’s, Van Dop says he "would occasionally find little notes in desk drawers or on top of books 

that were meant to encourage me and direct me to the ‘important’ stuff. Rev. Brown took the time to 

make sure that I was set up for a successful start in Ionia. I've been blessed to have the opportunity to 

live into his legacy.” 

A much larger scale 

Long before he became the Associate Executive Director of Path 1 with Discipleship Ministries of The 

United Methodist Church, the Rev. Doug Ruffle served as a pastor in Argentina. It was there his 

Regional Superintendent the Rev. Hugo Urcola, became a mentor. 
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The first years of Ruffle’s ministry were during a time when a military dictatorship ruled Argentina. 

When democracy was restored, Urcola was selected to assist the Comisión Nacional sobre la 

Desaparición de Personas (National Commission on the Disappearance of Persons). The work of Urcola 

and other Methodist leaders shaped Ruffle’s ministry. 

“These mentors helped me understand the vital role the church can play to address issues of justice and 

human rights on a much larger scale,” Ruffle explains. 

No need to go it alone 

Some pastors, like the Rev. Robert Greene of First United Methodist Church, Vidalia, Georgia, 

intentionally seek out a guide. “Very early in my ministry, I realized that the challenges of ministry were 

too great and the stakes too high to try to ‘go it alone,’” he shares. 

He began to learn from the Rev. Bill Bouknight who “has been one of several mentors the Lord has 

blessed me with in my ministry.” 

“One of the primary things Bill has taught me is to ask daily for the Holy Spirit to guide me,” Greene 

shares. “So often we can depend upon the latest book or the newest ministry programs when through the 

Spirit we have at our disposal divine wisdom and strength which are applicable in absolutely any 

context.” 

Recognized later 

The Rev. Jacqueline Davis Ford of Dale United Methodist Church in Middletown, Delaware, remembers 

the significant impact the Rev. Grace Fauntleroy had on her call to ministry. God brought them together 

when Ford was a teenager. “I did not appreciate the importance of this woman of God, nor recognize 

this time period as a ‘defining moment’ in my Christian walk until many years later.” 

When the call to pastoral ministry came, “She became my spiritual mentor, and I became her armor 

bearer and mentee.” 

“When I reflect on that season in my life,” Ford concludes, “I realize that God was shaping and 

preparing me to preach the gospel and shepherd God’s people as God had used my spiritual mentor.” 

Look for the joy and laughter 

The Rev. David Janz of Christ United Methodist Church, Franklin, Pennsylvania, found his mentor in 

the office next door. The Rev. Larry Homitsky was Senior Pastor of the congregation where Janz was 

serving as an associate. 

Janz looks back on what he received from Homitsky. “I learned from Larry by engaging him in 

conversation, and by watching him handle situations and challenges as we journeyed together in 

ministry. He was able to make things simple for me: ‘When you’re overwhelmed by the number of 

things to do, make a list, and start with number one,’ he would say.” 
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“Larry taught me to always look for the joy and the laughter in every situation,” Janz continues. “We 

have not worked together now for 19 years, but Larry is still very present in my daily practice of 

ministry.” 

A family legacy in ministry 

While many mentors enter our lives at just the right time, sometimes that guide can be someone you 

have known your entire life. The Rev. Mary Beth Blinn of Fairlington United Methodist Church in 

Alexandria, Virginia, learned about ministry from her dad, the Rev. Charles G. Turkington of the 

Kentucky Annual Conference. 

Turkington was a courageous leader who made an impression on his young daughter when in 1964 he 

welcomed the first African American into membership of the church he pastored, and later started a 

ministry to area youth that raised some eyebrows. 

“Busy though he was,” Blinn remembers, “he was present at almost every family meal, and often for a 

bedtime prayer. I hope that risk-taking ministry, balanced with priorities for personal and family time, 

will be a legacy I pass on to my daughter as she enters ministry.” 

And the legacy of faith continues. 

*Joe Iovino works for UMC.org at United Methodist Communications. Contact him at 615-312-3733. 

 

What do we believe? 

FOCUS ON THE VISION 

DENISE WALTON 

The Apostles’ Creed is the affirmation of faith most widely used by United Methodists. The Apostles’ 

Creed derives its name from its use in the Christian church from as early as A.D. 150 and the early belief 

that it was used by the apostles. Beginning in the third century, this creed was used at baptisms by the 

Roman Catholic Church. Through the years it has been used widely by both Roman Catholics and 

Protestants as the formative statement of the faith into which Christians are baptized. (Taken from 

www.umc.org)  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

http://www.umc.org/
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried;* 

the third day he rose from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic** church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The birth of Methodism included people from many religious and theological backgrounds. Today, we 

find within The United Methodist Church people from all walks of life, religious, social and cultural 

backgrounds. As we seek to grow disciples of Jesus Christ, the Apostles Creed is one resource that helps 

the local church. 

How does your local church corporately remind the body of Christ of The United Methodist theological 

beliefs?  

Do you use the Apostles’ Creed in worship? How might the creeds and hymns of the faith be used as a 

resource in your plan of discipleship within your local church?  

How can your local church be creative in sharing these historical resources – through teaching, ministry 

with children and youth, art, singing, or the spoken word?  

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight 

and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking 

to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

The scriptural passage above simply reminds me of those who have come before us. Our spiritual 

ancestors clearly found a way to express their faith in Jesus Christ and teach the beliefs in the corporate 

community of faith. As we move forward, how might we include an intentional, deliberate emphasis on 

Christian theological doctrinal beliefs? 

May we embrace the opportunity as leaders in the faith to struggle with these questions related to 

discipleship and Christian education.  

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org
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Fried chicken love         

PATHWAY TO HIS PRESENCE 

B.J. FUNK 

Having fried chicken once a week was a given at my house. How well I remember coming in from 

school, starting my homework, and hearing the first sounds of grease popping on the kitchen stove. 

Soon, the smell of mama’s chicken permeated the air, filling every available space with its mouth-

watering aroma. My sister and I practically raced to get the table set, put the ice in the glasses, and pour 

our sweet tea. 

I remember which piece each of us liked the best. Daddy and my sister wanted a chicken breast, I 

wanted the legs, and my mama wanted a wing. When growing up days were over, I would come back 

home often to sit at my parent’s table and eat mama’s delicious meals. If we had fried chicken, I always 

knew what piece each of us would select. No matter how many years passed, it was always the same. 

Daddy and my sister took a breast. I took the legs. Mama took one wing. I remember what my mama 

would say as we swallowed a bit of guilt over her taking the smallest piece. “Oh, I just love the wing,” 

she claimed. 

When mama was much older and no longer cooked, my sister and I brought home fast food buckets of 

chicken. On one of those days, as we passed the chicken around, I was sure I did not hear her correctly. 

At 92, her always soft voice seemed even softer.  

“You want what piece, Mama?” I asked. 

“Oh, the leg! That’s always been my favorite piece of chicken.” 

The leg? The leg she always made sure I had? How does one woman keep a secret like this for so many 

years? Mama was always teaching me lessons, and most of them came when she wasn’t even trying. 

Who would have guessed there was a lesson for me wrapped inside years and years of chicken wings!  

My Mama’s sacrificial love spoke loudest when she never said a word. What about you? Unconditional 

love speaks volumes to your children about the way God loves them. It also releases the Spirit of Christ 

over your relationship with them.  

Sacrifices of love come to us in big and little packages. A mother’s long-planned shopping trip is 

canceled because she would rather stay home and make sure her child’s fever leaves. In a broader sense, 

a mother gives up one meal a day in order to make sure her child has a new winter coat. 

Maybe you’ve been the recipient of someone’s sacrifice, and you understand the cherished feeling you 

gained of another’s love. The reverse is true, too. When you sacrifice for someone else’s happiness, you 

not only pass on what you have learned, but you receive the deep joy that comes from giving up 
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something for someone you love.  

God knows all about sacrifice. It is one of His best qualities. He showed it best when He gave His only 

Son to be sacrificed for our sins.  

When mothers live for Jesus, His love naturally spills out on their children. At the dining room table, in 

the kitchen, in the living room and in the yard, unselfish love brings volumes of Godly teaching to your 

family. Bless your children with the gift of unselfishness, and watch them learn about the goodness of 

God without your ever saying a word. 

The Rev. B.J. Funk is associate pastor of Central UMC in Fitzgerald. Email her at 

bjfunk@bellsouth.net. 

 

What illness teaches 

Dr. Hal Brady 

Some years ago noted football coach Lou Holtz said something that most of us can relate to. He was 

speaking of the troubles we face in our lives. Holtz stated, “I know God doesn’t send us more troubles 

than we can handle, but sometimes I think he overestimates my ability.” 

I suppose we all feel that way at times. In our illnesses or troubles, who of us has not wondered if God 

hasn’t overestimated our ability? Like Lou Holtz and like you, at times, I’ve wondered about that during 

my own days of illness, surgeries and recovery.  

Thinking of all this, we are going along in life happily and contented – and then something goes wrong. 

Illness or trouble or tragedy strikes. We experience disappointments of one kind or another. None of us 

live long without some kind of suffering or illness. 

What I want to focus on today is what illness can teach us if we are willing to learn. 

First, illness reminds us that we are not in control! And most of us are not happy with that experience 

or idea. We want to be in control even though we are not. Illness has a way of throwing us off balance 

emotionally. To some extent, we tend to lose our poise and equilibrium and confidence. Little things can 

become mountainous things when we are not feeling well. Suddenly, we are not in control.  

The recent death of a minister friend is a classic example of this false sense of control. Along with 

others, I was with this minister for more than an hour on a Monday morning. Whenever we saw each 

other we always had a lot to talk about – books we were reading, experiences we had shared, and always 

our love and concern for the Church. This minister had recently moved to a new avenue of church 

ministry, and he was all excited and shared the new plans he was making. Then on the Saturday night of 

mailto:bjfunk@bellsouth.net
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the same week, the call came that this minister friend had been killed in an automobile accident. This 

was another heartbreaking reminder that we are not in control. 

Second, illness often brings a new appreciation of life! So often we take life for granted till we are in 

danger of losing it. However, at that point we cling to it as long as we can. Life becomes precious, and 

we have a new appreciation of it. 

I know a lady who has suffered from Multiple Sclerosis for the past 13 years and done it so graciously. 

This is what she said about her experience. “M.S. Has taught me patience, fortitude, compassion, and an 

eagerness to face each day and what it may bring. I have learned to let go, grieve, and allow new ideas to 

emerge. I have learned to embrace those new ideas with a passion. I have learned to appreciate the 

angels God has placed in my life. I have many things to be thankful for.” And then this friend 

concluded: “M.S. has done more for me than it has taken from me. I have come to trust God’s plan for 

me which has allowed me to just enjoy the voyage.” 

If we listen carefully, we can hear it. Along with others, God has given this lady a new appreciation of 

life. 

Third, illness enables us to understand the importance of family and friends! Several years ago a 

British journal offered a prize for the best definition of a friend. Numerous definitions were received, but 

the winning definition was this one: “A friend is someone who comes in when the whole world has gone 

out.” Real friends stay with us through the good times, the difficult times, the fun times, and the times of 

illness or trouble.  

I have a family member who is confined to a wheelchair and suffers from a very serious disease. He and 

his wife have more friends than you can imagine. On a recent 45-minute visit with these family 

members, no less than three friends stopped in for a visit. And that steady stream of visitors occurs every 

day of the week. While walking us to our automobile, this wife commented, “We are making it because 

of our family and friends.” 

Fourth, illness points out that attitude plays a crucial part in our healing! Jesus asked a man who 

had been ill for 38 years if he wanted to be healed. “Sir,” the man responded, “I have no one to help 

me.” You know, there is something to be said for the porches of life. It is so much easier to remain in 

self-pity. It is so much easier to cling to our illness or problems. It is so much easier to give up and 

surrender to the odds. “Do you want to get well?” It's a valid question for all of us. 

Bernie Siegel in his book, “Peace, Love and Healing,” described an older man who had cancer and 

remarkably recovered. In describing the man’s recovery, Dr. Siegel said, “Jake is too busy living to be 

sick. That is his real secret.” Sounds like the importance of a positive attitude to me. 

Finally, illness awakens or re-awakens our need for a Higher Power! Not long ago, I talked with a 

friend who was in the hospital and asked him how he was doing. He replied that three things kept him 



14 
 

going: his faith in God; his love for humankind, and his determination to live. Good for him! But note 

that the first thing that kept him going was his faith in God. That is true for many of us. 

It has been stated that there are only two promises in the Bible that sum up all the others. They are more 

like a whisper than the shouting of most preachers. The first is, “My grace is sufficient for you,” and the 

second is, “I am with you always.” Notice that God’s promises here are not of talk or explanation but of 

presence. And isn’t this the way of a friend!  

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

What if we disagree? 

Sunday school lesson for the week of October 25, 2015 

By Dr. Nita Crump 

Lesson scripture: Acts 11:1-18 

In 1995, Dr. Roy W. Trueblood published a work entitled “Partners in Ministry.” The “Partners in 

Ministry” program was designed to teach the skills needed to work as a team so that we, clergy and laity 

together, could become more focused on the work of Great Commission. 

In the “Partners in Ministry” program, all team members agreed to live by the HEART principles: 

 H – Hear and understand me; 

 E – Even if you disagree, please don’t make me wrong; 

 A – Acknowledge the greatness within me; 

 R – Remember to look for my loving intentions; and 

 T – Tell me the truth with compassion.i 

It seems so simple, doesn’t it? Christians should be able to get along and, if we find that we disagree, we 

should be able to work through our disagreements. Why should Christians have to work so hard at 

loving one another? Why should we need a program to teach us to treat others with dignity, respect, and 

grace? The answer is simple. We have to work at loving each other because we are all sinners in need of 

God’s grace and loving with Christ’s love does not come naturally to us. 

Even the early church had disagreements 

In the first verses of chapter 11, we find Peter being criticized for the work he’s done sharing the gospel. 

People who had not known Christ before had received the gospel with great joy and were saved. But all 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/
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the folks back home could see was that Peter had received hospitality from and shared the gospel with 

people who were not Jewish. This was the early stage of a disagreement that would later require a 

church conference in Jerusalem to resolve. While Peter’s response did not completely resolve the issue, 

it is an excellent example of how a Christian should respond when disagreements arise and criticism 

abounds. 

Steps to resolving a disagreement 

When Peter realized that members of the church in Jerusalem were not celebrating the salvation of 

people in Caesarea, but were instead fretting over the details of whether or not the people should have 

heard the gospel at all, he stopped celebrating and met the people of the church where they were. That’s 

the first step to resolving a disagreement – meeting the others where they are and seeking to understand 

the root of the problem. Peter listened to the people who were criticizing. He listened, not to find words 

to defend himself, but to find understanding and common ground. He took the time to let the church in 

Jerusalem know that he understood why they felt the way they did. He shared with them that he had felt 

the same way until he knew that God was calling him to change.  

Then Peter took the next step – that of sharing and explaining his visions and the voice from heaven. He 

invited the church to understand that his work with the Caesareans arose out of the call of God to reach 

out to those who were different. The people in the church heard about Peter’s visions and accepted that 

it was God speaking to him. Peter also shared the results of his visit – information that the Holy Spirit 

came to the new believers, just as the Spirit had come to Peter and the others on the first Christian 

Pentecost.  

For us today, a good next step in resolving a disagreement is very similar. It is to sit together and search 

the word of God, praying that God will lead us to his plan and path as we do so. Peter had the luxury of 

hindsight and could point to the fruit produced by his work. While we often do not have that luxury in 

working to resolve a disagreement, it is a measure that we should look for after the disagreement is 

resolved. If the resolution is of God, scripture will be upheld and the actions that follow should produce 

fruit for the kingdom. 

The final step that Peter took was to acknowledge God’s greatness. In verse 17, Peter says that “if God 

gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I 

could stand in God’s way?” In making this statement, Peter acknowledged that God was able to do far 

more than any of the early followers could imagine. God is still able to do far more than we can imagine. 

The amazing part of this is that he invites us to come alongside and work with him. We, today, should 

certainly acknowledge God’s greatness as we move from conflict to resolution. Doing so acknowledges 

that is it God who leads us from dark to light, from human sinfulness and conflict to holy unity. It is God 

who leads all of us deeper and deeper into faith so that we become more and more able to love with the 

love of Christ our Lord. 

Following Peter’s example 
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Peter was compassionate and gracious as he helped the church in Jerusalem understand that God was 

leading the way into the world so that we could follow and do the work of making disciples. 

Unfortunately, even 2000 years later, our humanness still gets in the way as we find many things about 

which to disagree. If we follow Peter’s example, we should find that God’s grace and his Holy Spirit can 

be found both in the process of seeking resolution and in the future that the resolution brings.  

________ 

1 Roy W. Trueblood, Partners in Ministry Participant’s Workbook (Partners in Ministry, 1995), 4. 

 

Dr. Nita Crump serves as superintendent of the Southwest District of the South Georgia Conference of 

The United Methodist Church. Email her at nitac@sgaumc.com. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 10/19/2015 edition 

Free webinar: Community Gardens – Oct. 20 

On Tuesday, Oct. 20 at 10 a.m., Rev. Stacey Harwell-Dye will lead a free webinar focusing on 

community gardens and how they can be a ministry of your church and serve your community. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/webinars for more information. 

2015 Eagles’ Fall Retreat – Oct. 26-28 

The annual Eagles' Fall Retreat, a retreat for retired ministers and spouses of the South Georgia 

Conference, is set for October 26-28, 2015, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. This year's 

theme is “Singing The Story.” Rev. Tony Crosby, musician and pastor, will be the leader for the retreat. 

Click here for more information. Room reservations should be made through Epworth By The Sea (912-

638-8688). 

Southeastern Jurisdictional Clergywomen's Consultation 2015 – Oct. 26-29 

Ministry can be wild, wonderful, life-giving...and draining. At times, it's a sieve through which the water 

of our baptism slowly drips, leaving our souls parched, cracked, and creaky. It's time to plug the drain. 

Join your United Methodist clergy sisters from across the southeast as we meet Oct. 26-29 at the 

Southeastern Jurisdictional Clergywomen’s Consultation at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. 

Visit www.sejclergywomen.org for more information.  

Free webinar: Backpack Buddies – Oct. 27 

On Tuesday, Oct. 27 at 10 a.m., Jodie Lamon and Rev. Andy Lamon will present a free webinar about 

Backpack Buddies snack ministries. Visit www.sgaumc.org/webinars for more information and to 

register. 

Free webinar: Feeding Ministries – Oct. 29 

On Thursday, Oct. 29 at 10 a.m., Debbie Towson will lead a free webinar about feeding ministries and 

mailto:nitac@sgaumc.com
http://www.sgaumc.org/webinars
http://www.sgaumc.org/eventdetail/1819864?month=10&year=2015&day=1&display=m
http://www.sejclergywomen.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/webinars
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the impact they can have on volunteers, local churches, and communities. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/webinars for more information and to register. 

Free webinar: Keeping youth plugged in to church – Nov. 5 

On Thursday, Nov. 5 at 10 a.m., Rev. Bill Culpepper, Associate Pastor in Charge of Youth Ministries at 

Mulberry UMC in Macon, will lead a free webinar about youth ministry. Rev. Culpepper understands 

that youth ministry can often operate as a silo within the life of the local church and he sees the 

importance of involving the youth in the life of the congregation and its ministries as well as helping 

them understand how to be part of the connectional church. Join in as Bill shares ways to get – and keep 

– your youth “plugged in!” Visit www.sgaumc.org/webinars for more information and to register. 

Wesleyan College Sunday – Nov. 8 

Each local United Methodist Church in South Georgia is encouraged to take up a special offering on 

Sunday, Nov. 8 to support the ministry of Wesleyan College in Macon. To learn more about Wesleyan 

College, visit www.wesleyancollege.edu. 

Free webinar: Local Church Treasurer 101 – Nov. 17 

Are you a new local church treasurer or financial secretary? Do you wonder about the various forms you 

get from the conference office? Do CRSP-DB, CRSP-DC, and UMPIP confuse you? Are you unsure if 

you need to do a W-2 or 1099 for your church pianist? What sort of report should you give to the church 

board or finance committee? Would you like to know how your statistics impact your apportionments? 

Get answers to all of these questions and more at the Local Church Treasurer Webinar. Dr. Derek W. 

McAleer, Director of Administrative Services and Conference Treasurer for the South Georgia Annual 

Conference, will present this webinar. He will be offering the same webinar at two different times on 

November 17: 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. Visit www.sgaumc.org/webinars for more information and to register. 

Encounter Youth Retreat – Nov. 20-22 

Encounter is a weekend retreat designed for sixth – 12th grade students where everyone will 

ENCOUNTER God, but each in a very unique way. This retreat will offer passionate worship, relevant 

Bible study, and a fun time together on St. Simons Island with your youth. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/encounter for more details and to register.  

United Methodist Student Day – Nov. 29 

The United Methodist Student Day Special Sunday Offering helps provide funds for scholarships and 

loans for United Methodist students. Student Day gifts make a real difference for those who hope to 

attend college. Ninety percent (90%) of the offering goes toward funding the many scholarships and 

loans administered by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (www.gbhem.org) and ten 

percent (10%) stays within our state and goes to Georgia UM-related schools for merit scholarships. 

Contact the Georgia Commission on Higher Education and Campus Ministry (770-854-7283 or 

www.gahied.com) or click here for more information and promotional materials.  

 

http://www.sgaumc.org/webinars
http://www.sgaumc.org/webinars
http://www.wesleyancollege.edu/
http://www.sgaumc.org/webinars
http://www.sgaumc.org/encounter
http://www.gbhem.org/
http://www.gahied.com/
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/united-methodist-student-day
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Five newly certified as ERT/Chainsaw Operators 

Submitted by Luis O. Morales, South Georgia Conference Disaster Response Coordinator 

On Saturday, Oct.3 2015, five members of Pierce Chapel United Methodist Church's Early Response 

Team (ERT) members met to learn about chainsaw operations. Under the leadership of Rick Dorer, 

these individuals reviewed not only how to safely operate chainsaws, but also what safety gear to wear 

while operating chainsaws. After several hours of classroom training, the group took the classroom 

outdoors. They took their chainsaws and, with the help of six “laborers,” cleared Ms. Marcia English's 

yard. She had several trees and limbs down from a previous windstorm. Together they cleaned the area 

by mid-afternoon.  

Congratulations to Kasey Harbuck, James “Mac” Wooldridge, Rick Wimberly, Steve Wimberly and 

Nathan Carr, the newest ERT/Chainsaw-certified volunteers, and a big thanks to Rick Dorer for a great 

training venue and experience. 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – November 2015 

11/01 – Tommy Maddox: 137 Norfolk Pine Lane; Napes, FL 34114 

11/03 – Edwin Smith: 305 Grindstone Creek Dr.; Clarksville, GA 30523 

11/03 – Harold Tucker: 263 C.H. Slaton Rd.; Vidalia, GA 30474 

11/04 – W.R. Edwards, Jr.: 385 Ashton Dr.; Athens, GA 30606 

11/04 – Ralph Haywood: 120 Andrews Branch; N. Augusta, SC 29860 

11/07 – Eve Tomberlin: 1500 Pope Rd.; Roberta, GA 31078 

11/08 – Gary Carter: PO Box 67; Jacksonville, GA 31544 

11/08 – Mary Ann Traver: PO Box 1934; Richmond Hill, GA 31324 

11/09 – Douglas Force: PO Box 1938; Hinesville, GA 31313 

11/09 – Joe Flowers, Jr.: 390 Brook Hollow Dr.; McDonough, GA 30252 

11/10 – Kirk Loyless: PO Box 566; Mineral Bluff, GA 30559 

11/12 – James Davis: 170 Caney Branch Dr.; Homerville, GA 31634 

11/12 – John Mitchell, Jr.: 306 Veranda Lane; Macon, GA 31210 

11/14 – David Tart,III: 100 E. Park Ave.; Valdosta, GA 31602 

11/14 – Donald Youmans: 645 High Quarry Rd.; Hendersonville, NC 28791 

11/15 – Griffin Thompson: 101 Trafalgar Dr.; Wrens, GA 30833 

11/16 – Sue DeJournett: 4648 Savage Hills Dr.; Macon, GA 31210 

11/20 – Richard Trawick: 7884 Whiteoak Loop; Donalsonville, GA 39845 

11/21 – Robert Hall: 4221 Stone Mill Ct.; Martinez, GA 30907 

11/22 – John McGowan: 1 Ramblewood Circle; Valdosta, GA 31602 

11/23 – Jack Atkinson: 2317 Bear Creek Rd.; Adel, GA 31620 

11/25 – Carter Berkeley: 125 Oakcrest Dr.; Statesboro, GA 30461 

11/27 – Buddy Coss: 1759 Red Oak Rd.; Baxley, GA 31513 

11/28 – Robert Kea: 11180 GA Highway 29; Soperton, GA 30457 
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11/28 – Richard Turnipseed: 12420 Clubhouse Court; Tavares, FL 32778 

11/30 – Ron Burbank: 6611 Pine Ridge Circle; Blackshear, GA 31516 

 

Scripture Readings – Oct. 19 

Oct. 25 

Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 
Job 42:1-6, 10-17 

Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22) 

Hebrews 7:23-28 

Mark 10:46-52 

Nov. 1 

All Saints Day 

Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 25:6-9  

Psalm 24 

Revelation 21:1-6a  

John 11:32-44 

or 

Ruth 1:1-18  

Psalm 146  

Hebrews 9:11-14  

Mark 12:28-34 

Nov. 8 

Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17  

Psalm 127 or Psalm 42  

Hebrews 9:24-28  

Mark 12:38-44 

 

MAYBE SO … 

Dear Editor, 

We’ve had some controversy over Halloween celebrations here at Utmost United Methodist Church.  

“Halloween had Christian beginnings, but very much like Christmas it has been hijacked by 

commercialism,” our pastor, Rev. Mostly Wright, said. “Costume sales have driven the imagery toward 

the gruesome, ghosts, and goblins.” 
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Rev. Wright and Major Day decided to take a positive approach to illuminate the original meaning of 

Halloween and diffuse the negative attitudes. Major Day pointed out that what we now celebrate in the 

church as All Saints’ Day was first known as “All Hallow’s Day.” He pointed out that All Hallow’s Eve 

was the evening before All Saints’ Day, hence “Hallo-een.”  

Their research revealed that in 835 AD Pope Gregory IV placed All Saints’ Day on Nov. 1. Thus as the 

celebration of the Saints who have died in the past year, death, ghosts, etc. were in the minds of many. It 

is not a large jump that non-Christians, or even tepid Christians, might focus on ghoulish, zombie-like 

imagery. 

Rev Wright said, “I am not willing to give up on the basic meaning of All Hallow’s Eve because others 

misinterpret its meaning. Our role is to proclaim our faith.” 

Until next time … 

Homer Heardmore 

Rhodes Crossing, Ga. 

 

                                                           


