
 
 

 

 

SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE – NOVEMBER 16 EDITION  

 

Council of Bishops President: Statement on the Paris attacks 

The President of the United Methodist Council of Bishops issued the following statement about the 

November 13 terrorist attacks in Paris:  

John 11:35 

Jesus wept. 

This week, we weep for those in Paris. We weep for the senseless violence. We weep for the innocents 

whose lives were cut short. We weep for those who are grieving, who are frightened, who are hurting. 

We weep for those whose hearts are breaking, in France and all over the world. As several world 

leaders have stated, this is an attack on all humanity. 

Even as we weep, we know that God is with us, that he sustains us with hope and that he will dry our 

tears. Once again, the forces of evil have tried to dominate; but, as disciples of Jesus, we must make our 

witness that the darkness will not overcome our light. 

Let us be in prayer for Paris and the people of France. These events have impacted them in the way 

September 11, 2001, grieved the U.S. Also, please pray for communities around our world that will not 

make the news, but cringe under the threat of violence. May the Holy Spirit guide us in ways that will 

break this cycle of violence. 

Bishop Warner H. Brown, Jr. 

President, Council of Bishops 

 

Wesley Foundations, campus ministries stand in the gap  

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

The time between high school and adulthood can be tough, fraught with anxiety, indecision, and 

uncertainty. 



 
 

It’s a phase of life when young adults often question themselves and their faith and look to peers and 

friends for support and guidance. 

And when churches have children’s ministries, youth ministries, and adult Sunday school classes but not 

much in between, there sometimes feels like a void for 18- to 35-year-olds, especially those who aren’t 

married or don’t have children. 

That’s why Wesley Foundations and chaplaincy ministries play such vital roles on college campuses, 

says Rev. Michael McCord, Executive Director of the Georgia United Methodist Commission on Higher 

Education and Campus Ministry. 

“We stand in the gap between those life events and hopefully help to fill it and bridge it,” he said. 

“Collegiate ministry offers an opportunity to start to fill that gap and prepare students to be leaders in 

their faith and community.” 

Rev. McCord, appointed to the Commission in June upon Rev. Cindy Autry’s retirement, brings with 

him passion and expertise. Prior to his appointment he served as Director of Campus Ministry Resources 

and Training for the United Methodist General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM), as 

the founder and director of the Wesley Foundation of Macon from 2001 to 2010, and as associate pastor 

of Centenary United Methodist Church in Macon. He is an ordained elder in the South Georgia 

Conference. 

He and the Georgia United Methodist Commission on Higher Education and Campus Ministry’s board 

of directors have a clear vision and strategy to reach students during this formative and critical time. 

Reconnect and reclaim 

Of the 72 college campuses in the state of Georgia, The United Methodist Church serves 28. Georgia is 

among the very best in the world when it comes to campus ministry and higher education within The 

United Methodist Church, Rev. McCord said, but there’s opportunity for growth. 

One of the Commission’s main goals, he said, is to expand the number of campuses on which they 

serve. The only way that can be accomplished is through strategic partnerships with local churches and 

congregations.  

The Commission is currently evaluating all 72 campuses, their student bodies, and the surrounding 

communities to gain an understanding of whether ministries can and should be launched in those areas. 

“I really want to help reconnect the work of Higher Education and Campus Ministry to the local 

churches as a mission of the Church and Conference,” Rev. McCord said.  

Doing that will require recruiting more members, lay members especially, to the commission so more 

local congregations and communities can be reached and become advocates for the mission of higher 

education and campus ministry. 



 
 

Developing a leadership structure to involve more people and be more connected at the local level of 

congregations is vitally important to the future, he said. 

“I think we are the premier leaders in (campus ministry),” Rev. McCord said, “but I think there’s an 

opportunity for the churches, for our clergy, and for lay leaders to feel a stronger connection, a more 

tangible, relational connection to those ministries, and that’s what I hope we can do over the next few 

years as we implement some changes and look toward the future.” 

Radical transformation, real growth 

Another part of the Commission’s strategy focuses on communications and sharing how God is working 

in and through Wesley Foundations and chaplaincy ministries to change lives and draw people into 

relationship with Him.  

“I just can’t even begin to tell you the countless stories of radical transformation I’ve heard,” Rev. 

McCord said. “Stories of coming to Christian faith for the first time in their lives, reclaiming their 

identity as Christians, becoming Methodist from another tradition, recognizing a call to ordained 

ministry or a life of service, or just discerning their vocational profession and taking with it the 

realization that they are a leader in their community.” 

Just as important, he says, is that Wesley Foundations give students a safe environment in which to 

observe, learn, and practice servant leadership. 

“Probably the most valuable thing that Wesley Foundations and chaplaincy ministries do is that they 

give students a chance to experiment with being a leader,” he said. “Sometimes our world isn’t very 

forgiving when it comes to experimenting with leadership … and Wesley Foundations and chaplaincy 

ministries really have a way about them that encourages taking a risk and … the ministries allow 

students to experiment with what it’s like to be a leader and discern their calling.” 

Growing up in Dublin, Georgia Southern senior Geoffrey Harrison, 22, was very involved in his 

church’s youth group. He knew the importance of surrounding himself with a faith-based community, so 

he immediately sought out a ministry when he arrived at GSU. 

Raised Baptist, Harrison is an active member of the Georgia Southern Wesley Foundation and serves on 

its leadership team. He also served as head counselor on the Conference’s Camp Connect summer 

leadership team. 

Wesleyan theology and the opportunity to dig deep into his faith resonate with Harrison. 

“(The Wesley Foundation) has kept me growing and continuing to pursue what faith means to me,” he 

said. “Having that good influence of a Christian community around me has really helped to push me to 

continue that process. I don’t want to just ‘do church’ occasionally or wait to take my faith seriously 

until I have a family. I know the importance of it now.” 

Being a part of the ministry’s outreach team has given him an opportunity to hone his leadership skills. 



 
 

“It has really forced me to step up and pushed me out of my comfort zone and made me realize that I 

have a bit of a knack for starting conversations and for being able to carry on a conversation with a 

person I had just met,” Harrison said. “It’s been really cool to develop that.” 

Georgia Southern University’s Wesley Foundation is just one of the nine United Methodist colleges and 

universities, two United Methodist seminaries, and 16 Wesley Foundations served by the Commission in 

the South and North Georgia Conferences. 

As demographics in society continue to shift and change, Rev. McCord said it’s more important now 

than ever to support these ministries. 

“Whether they’re in college or not, the early 20s is a time when you come  to realize who you are, and 

we as Methodists don’t want them to come to know who they are all by themselves; we want to support 

them in doing that,” he said. “We are a missional outpost for the church.” 

 

United Methodist Student Day is Nov. 29. The United Methodist Student Day Special Sunday 

Offering helps provide funds for scholarships and loans for United Methodist students. Student Day gifts 

make a real difference for those who hope to attend college. Ninety percent (90%) of the offering goes 

toward funding the many scholarships and loans administered by the General Board of Higher 

Education and Ministry (www.gbhem.org) and ten percent (10%) stays within our state and goes to 

Georgia UM-related schools for merit scholarships.  Contact the Georgia Commission on Higher 

Education and Campus Ministry (770-854-7283 or www.gahied.com) or click here for more 

information and promotional materials.   

Listed below are South Georgia Conference students who are General Board of Higher Education 

and Ministry (GBHEM) scholarship recipients. 

We celebrate that the Office of Loans and Scholarships will be awarding over 2,200 students a total of 

$4.5 million in financial assistance for 2015! Thank you for your support in recognizing United 

Methodist Student Day, World Communion Sunday, and Native American Sunday which help fund a 

portion of our loans and scholarships. The remaining funds for these awards come from gifts, annuities 

and endowments GBHEM has invested and administered for decades.   

Students who are members of The United Methodist Church may apply for a Fall 2016 GBHEM 

scholarship online between Jan. 4, 2016 – March 1, 2016 at www.gbhem.org/scholarshipapplication. 

 

Olivia Brock  The Ridge UMC  Columbus Young Harris College 

Maya Hardrick Asbury UMC    Savannah Vanderbilt University 

http://www.gbhem.org/
http://www.gahied.com/
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/united-methodist-student-day
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/united-methodist-student-day
http://www.gbhem.org/scholarshipapplication


 
 

Megan Simone Wilmington Is. UMC  Savannah Abraham Baldwin   

         Agricultural College 

Eric Rodgers  Harvest Church  Warner Robins Mercer University 

Julia Nazerian  Dublin First UMC  Dublin  Mercer University 

Melissa Tincher Wynnton UMC   Columbus University of Georgia 

Micah Culbreth Speedwell UMC  Savannah Presbyterian College 

Thomas Hanson Martha Bowman UMC Macon  Reinhardt University 

Narada Hamilton Speedwell UMC  Savannah South Carolina State Univ. 

Ashlyn Avera  Pembroke UMC  Pembroke Georgia Southern University 

Adrienne James Ebenezer UMC  Reidsville Wesleyan College 

Ansley Avera  Pembroke UMC  Pembroke Reinhardt University 

Anna Gonzalez Cordele First UMC  Cordele Toccoa Falls College 

Elizabeth Holmes Cordele First UMC  Cordele Emory University 

      Candler School of Theology 

 

Wesley Monumental UMC’s Joy Circle shares joy of the Lord 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

About 15 years ago, a handful of women started Wesley Monumental UMC’s Joy Circle group as a way 

to serve others while socializing.  

The group has grown to include more than 20 women, and each month they choose a different service, 

or mission, to support. 

“We named it ‘Joy’ because we wanted to have the joy of the Lord with our circle,” said Sue Ellis, an 

active member of the group. 

The women recently spent several weeks making washable feminine pads – called Luo pads – for 

women in refugee camps. Without access to feminine hygiene supplies, many women in developing 

countries can’t leave their homes and girls miss 20 percent of their school year, Ellis said. 

With an easy online pattern and a large sewing room in one of the women’s homes, a dozen or so of the 

Joy Circle women set to work cutting and sewing. 



 
 

“We had a lot of fun and sent about 64 Luo pads,” Ellis said. “We know these are needed and used and 

go where they need to go, so that’s why we did this.” 

The Luo pads were requested by Al Goff, president and Chief Executive Officer of Global Aid Network 

(GAIN), a Christian humanitarian organization that several members of the Joy Circle support. The pads 

were delivered to women in refugee camps to help them take control of their health and their lives. 

“We sent a card with each of the Luo pads that said ‘Wesley Monumental’ and told them that we were 

praying for them,” Ellis said. “We prayed for the pads before we mailed them, that they would go and 

that the girls and women who used them would know Jesus Christ because of what we had done.” 

An energetic and involved group, the Joy Circle meets regularly to do for others. Several women are 

involve in the church’s visitation, prayer, and after-school ministries, they make crosses and toiletry kits 

for the soldiers at Ft. Stewart and Ft. Hunter, and pack Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes for 

Samaritan’s Purse, among other outreach efforts.  

“God doesn’t look at us for our works; we live by grace and he saved us because of his love for us, but 

because we love him and because we have received the love from him and salvation we need to give, we 

need to tell others, and we need to be working on a daily basis to show our love, and this is one way we 

can,” Ellis said. “Sometimes talking is good, but sometimes when you can show them and do something 

for them in the name of Jesus it’s a lot more effective.” 

 

Thanksgiving and Thanks Sharing: Engage your church with gratitude 

By Laurens Glass* 

It is a spiritual practice of many religions and a hallmark of Christianity: gratitude, giving thanks, 

showing appreciation for all that we have and the wonderful world God gave us. Gratitude journals and 

lists are all the rage in popular culture, but how often do we plan thankfulness as an activity of the 

church? Here are several ideas for bringing people together in the joyous practice of gratitude. 

Facebook 

Use your church’s Facebook page to post what your church is thankful for. A custodian? The choir? 

Your soup kitchen volunteers? An historic sanctuary? The new parking lot? Post daily Bible verses 

about giving thanks or mindfulness – “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). Ask Facebook friends to add a word or photo every day of 

the month or week. Create a web page of members’ thankful thoughts and share a little more grace on 

your church’s website. 

Tweet Your Thanks 



 
 

Use your own Twitter account to post what you are thankful for. Your staff? Your conference? Your 

child? The Beatles? It is a great way to spread a spirit of gratefulness and for others to get to know you a 

little better. Challenge pastor friends, staff members or others to Tweet Thanks as well. Tag them in a 

note of appreciation. 

Out of the mouths of babes 

Children’s perspectives are so honest and unique they provide excellent food-for-thought for adults and 

kids alike. As a Sunday school project, have children draw pictures of things (people or pets) for which 

they are thankful. Ask them to bring photos or images cut from a magazine of things they appreciate and 

ask them why they are grateful. Their ideas will no doubt amuse and inspire. 

Grateful Groups 

Sometimes when adults get together, we can focus on the problems, oops, challenges we have. It is easy 

to complain about what is not going well; what if you started a meeting by asking everyone to share 

something that is going right? Perhaps plan a meeting or Sunday School class around gratitude – only. If 

you host dinner clubs or small groups, ask each member to share what they appreciate most in life in 

place of saying grace. Let gratitude be your prayer. 

Post It 

Not everyone is on Facebook. Well, OK, my mother’s not on Facebook, but as an added visual for your 

office, why not clear a bulletin board or put up a presentation board for Thank You Notes. Just write, 

“What are you thankful for?” at the top, put out lots of large sticky notes and some pens and see what 

happens. 

Thanks for a soldier or shut-in 

Churches are often a main connection to community for members who cannot be physically present in 

your congregation. Visits or phone calls are wonderful, but why not send also a note expressing that you 

are thankful for them? Everyone needs to feel needed. Someone who is ill or not able to be there to lend 

a hand will know their membership, prayers, and support are still needed and appreciated. 

Give thank you cards to your staff 

Have you told them lately that you love them? Make it official with a card. And, no, I don’t work for 

Hallmark. 

Let us thank Him 

Gratitude is an amazing lens with which to view the world. When we look at what we have, we tend to 

be happier. When we realize how much we possess, we tend to be more thoughtful of those who have 

less. When we talk about the good together, we tend to appreciate each other more. 



 
 

Being grateful is really about being more mindful. Perhaps this mindfulness will help us all to focus on 

the abundance in our lives and how we can share it with others. This November, engage in gratitude. 

And, remember, it only takes about 30 days for a new practice to become a habit. Thanks be to God! 

*Laurens Glass is a writer and managing editor for UMCOM.org, a service of United Methodist 

Communications. You may contact her at lglass@umcom.org or 615-742-5405. 

 

GCFA Reports on 2014 Church Statistics, UMData.org 

The General Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA) has vetted and released the 2014 United 

States statistical data on local churches in the U.S. The Data Services Department holds the 

responsibility for receiving, vetting, and publishing the information each year. GCFA Data Services 

reports there are over 32,000 local churches. There is a slight decrease in African-American and White 

membership in the Church. The largest church in the U.S., Windsor Village, located in Houston, Texas, 

reported 17,676 members. The highest reported average worship attendance is nearly 9,000 worshipers a 

week at Church of the Resurrection in Kansas. The United Methodist Church experienced an increase of 

8.5% in multi-racial members. Pacific Islander membership increased 6.24%. Asian, Hispanic, and 

Native American membership grew as well. Globally, The United Methodist Church reports 12,428,000 

members.  

The Data Services Department will post more reports on attendance and related statistics online within 

the next few weeks. Much of the data is also available at www.umdata.org.    

GCFA has also announced that general statistical information about the church, formerly contained in 

the printed General Minutes, is now available at www.umdata.org. The IT and Data Services 

Departments of GCFA, working throughout the connection, collects statistics and has developed a free, 

online resource that anyone can use to access public information about local churches. Because of the 

timeframe for vetting information and producing a bound copy, the General Minutes is no longer in 

print. The General Minutes, first published in 1785 and most recently published in 2008, has been a tool 

used by church leaders, ministerial students, statisticians and the general United Methodist church for 

access to public church statistics. The General Minutes was usually a two-year production process that 

has been shortened because of the development of the UMData site. 

Information available at www.umdata.org includes:  

 Local church statistics as users of the site can look up individual church information on church 

leadership, membership, and statistical history. 

 A much quicker way to locate pastors that includes historical information on appointments.  

 Available annual conference leadership information not previously contained in the General 

Minutes.  

http://www.umcom.org/
mailto:lglass@umcom.org
http://www.umdata.org/
http://www.umdata.org/
http://www.umdata.org/


 
 

 Quick Facts that give users the ability to select an annual conference and find membership by 

district, conference or jurisdiction as reported on the local church statistical reporting forms.  

 

Michael Cook, Chief Information Officer for GCFA, said “The development of UMData.org included an 

intensive review of what we have provided to the Church in the past. This online tool allows us to move 

forward and provide up to date information. We want to thank Dale Owens and the team of developers 

at GCFA for their work in developing this resource.”  

 

Spiritual disciplines and the Christian faith 

FOCUS ON THE VISION 

DENISE WALTON 

Have you taken the time to read any good books lately that might encourage you in ministry and 

leadership? Over the Advent season, let’s be encouraged to be in prayer for the church and world. I 

would also invite you to read at least one book that would increase your understanding of the spiritual 

practices within the Christian faith. Here are a few examples of books that I have found to be helpful on 

the subject of Spiritual Disciplines. 

You are invited to send me an email, denise@sgaumc.com, and let me know what you are reading 

during the Advent Season. 

“Christ Our Companion: Toward a Theological Aesthetics of Liberation,” by Roberto S. Goizueto 

Roberto S. Goizueta addressees the claim made by Christianity that Jesus is the Way, Truth and Life in 

the face of a world filled with violence and rejection of the poor. The book explores how a particular 

culture and community relates to Christ and how we might be in solidarity with those spiritual practices, 

signs, and symbols of the faithful. 

“Human Dignity, Human Rights and Responsibility: The New Language of Bioethics and Biolaw,” 

by Yechiel Michael Barilian 

Barilian describes human dignity across the social disciplines within a global context. This book will 

increase the understanding of human dignity within the global interdisciplinary conversations.  

“Spiritual Disciplines Handbook: Practices That Transform Us,” by Adele Ahlberg Calhoun 

Calhoun describes spiritual practices as spiritual disciplines. The book explores individual spiritual 

disciplines and the practices associated including questions that help the reader embrace the discipline 

and grow in relationship to God, self, and others. 

“Disciplines of the Spirit,” by Howard Thurman 

mailto:denise@sgaumc.com


 
 

Thurman’s resource on spiritual disciplines will provide insight into spiritual disciplines related to 

theological concepts and social change. 

“On This Spirit Walk: The Voices of Native American and Indigenous Peoples, General 

Commission on Christianity Unity and Interreligious Concerns,” by Henrietta Manns and Anita 

Phillips 

Manns and Phillips explore the spiritual practices of Native Americans within The United Methodist 

Church related to creation and justice. It will also provide a voice of Native Americans and indigenous 

people.  

“No Future Without Forgiveness,” by Desmond Tutu  

Archbishop Desmond Tutu argues that true reconciliation must include the past acknowledgement of 

human devaluation. As spiritual practices are developed related to human dignity within the research, 

this book provides an example of true evil being overcome by spiritual practices that include the 

advocacy and execution of love and forgiveness. Moving from the abstract theory of human dignity as 

spiritual practice to an example of how human dignity as spiritual practice was and still is a part of 

community. 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

Meaningful experiences and inspiring examples  

By Dr. Hal Brady 

A necessary ingredient of a good home is pictures – pictures placed by meaningful experiences and 

inspiring examples. 

I am a dog person, but I have had one cat in my life whose name was White Socks. She was a black cat 

with four white feet, and I really cared for that cat. When I was eight years old my father sent me to 

camp for two weeks at Bar Rest Boys Ranch in Warm Springs, Ga. It was basically where you go live 

with a horse for two weeks and learn to ride or you just don’t make it. When my father picked me up 

after camp was over and we were on the way home, he turned to me and said, “Son, White Socks has 

been killed, run over by an automobile.”  

For a small boy, that didn’t sit too well, and he had trouble telling me about it. My father didn’t say 

anything else the rest of the way home and neither did I. When we arrived at the house, he said, “I want 

to show you something. Come with me.” We went back behind the garage and there was a brand new 

pony. Needless to say, I didn’t think too much about White Socks any longer. 

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org


 
 

My father died in 1977. Do you think I'll ever forget him? Not a chance! Do you know why? There were 

those meaningful experiences and inspiring examples. Every child deserves those same privileges. 

Now, though my wife and I have three children and eight grandchildren, certainly, I am not an expert on 

raising children. But it doesn’t take an expert to know that the following are the main things that 

children should receive from a home where faith is practiced. 

First, a sense of parental harmony! The most favored children in the world are the ones whose parents 

love each other and demonstrate parental harmony. Not long ago I picked up a little book with the 

intriguing title, “Papa, My Father” by Leo Buscaglia. In writing about his own father, Buscaglia 

commented, “Perhaps Papa wasn’t the perfect husband, but it seems to me that he was close. One thing 

is certain: mama never asked for anything more.” 

Second, a sense of affirmation or self-worth! When the late Mother Teresa received the Nobel Prize, 

she was asked, “What can we do to help promote world peace?” “Go home and love your family,” was 

her answer. Perhaps that sounds too simple, but it’s not. So many of the world’s disturbed people – 

assassins, rapists, child molesters, drug addicts and others turn out to be products of unhealthy and 

unhappy homes – homes where there is no affirmation or concept of self-worth. Our family members 

desperately need to know how valuable and important they are. Everybody needs a word of grace. We 

simply cannot tell our children often enough that they are special and that they are loved. 

Third, an ideal of character! “How are you going to grow an ideal life,” one youngster asked, “if there 

is no one around to symbolize the higher things?” What a challenge to modern-day parents – to 

symbolize the higher things. 

Fourth, a respect for others! One of the most interesting races at any track meet is always the relay. It 

involves teamwork because it combines the talents of four participants. The critical time is not when the 

person is running alone by him or herself, though this is important. The most critical time is when one 

runner races alongside the next runner and hands him or her the baton. If the pass is clumsy or the baton 

is dropped it usually means everybody loses. 

One of the most essential truths we can pass on to our children is the fact that people are more important 

than things – all people, regardless of color, national origin, sexuality, or religion. And the best place to 

grasp this is in the home where there is opportunity to act out this love in everyday situations. Home is 

where it all begins anyway. Home is where respect for others either begins or is destroyed. 

Fifth, a knowledge of God! A mother was reading to her little daughter. They were reading about Jesus 

and came to a picture of Him. The mother said. “Honey, do you know who that is?” The little girl 

brightly replied, “Yes I do. He goes to our church.” 

Let me tell you something – that does not just happen. That happens when parents, grandparents, and 

friends of children accept their God-given responsibility and share their faith with their child or their 

children. So in the words of Jesus, “Let the children come to me. Do not hinder them” (Mark 10:14).  



 
 

Repeating, do you think I’ll ever forget my father? Not a chance. You see, it was those meaningful 

experiences and inspiring examples. And the same can be true with you and your children. 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 11/16/2015 edition 

Free webinar: Local Church Treasurer 101 – Nov. 17 

Are you a new local church treasurer or financial secretary? Do you wonder about the various forms you 

get from the conference office? Do CRSP-DB, CRSP-DC, and UMPIP confuse you? Are you unsure if 

you need to do a W-2 or 1099 for your church pianist? What sort of report should you give to the church 

board or finance committee? Would you like to know how your statistics impact your apportionments?  

Get answers to all of these questions and more at the Local Church Treasurer Webinar. Dr. Derek W. 

McAleer, Director of Administrative Services and Conference Treasurer for the South Georgia Annual 

Conference, will present this webinar. He will be offering the same webinar at two different times on 

November 17: 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. Visit www.sgaumc.org/webinars for more information and to register. 

Encounter Youth Retreat – Nov. 20-22 

Encounter is a weekend retreat designed for sixth – 12th grade students where everyone will 

ENCOUNTER God, but each in a very unique way. This retreat will offer passionate worship, relevant 

Bible study, and a fun time together on St. Simons Island with your youth. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/encounter for more details and to register.  

SEJ Heritage Preservation Workshop – Nov. 20-21 

The SEJ Commission on Archives and History will present its bi-annual Heritage Preservation 

Workshop Nov. 20-21 at the newly renovated Terrace Hotel at Lake Junaluska. Practical, hands-on 

sessions will address the issue of disaster response as it relates to the care of historic records and 

artifacts in the local church. Disasters include major events such as fires, tornadoes, and hurricanes, as 

well as broken water pipes and vandalism. Participants will begin to construct a disaster response plan 

for their church, learn how to recover damaged papers and photographs, and much more. The event 

begins on Friday evening with an address by keynote speaker the Rev. Alfred T. Day III, General 

Secretary of the General Commission on Archives and History for The United Methodist Church. On 

Saturday evening, attendees are invited to tour the World Methodist Museum located on the grounds of 

Lake Junaluska. For registration information, contact Nancy Watkins at nwatkins@lakejunaluska.com or 

(828) 454-6781. 

United Methodist Student Day – Nov. 29 

The United Methodist Student Day Special Sunday Offering helps provide funds for scholarships and 

loans for United Methodist students. Student Day gifts make a real difference for those who hope to 

attend college. Ninety percent (90%) of the offering goes toward funding the many scholarships and 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/
http://www.sgaumc.org/webinars
http://www.sgaumc.org/encounter
mailto:nwatkins@lakejunaluska.com


 
 

loans administered by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (www.gbhem.org) and ten 

percent (10%) stays within our state and goes to Georgia UM-related schools for merit scholarships. 

Contact the Georgia Commission on Higher Education and Campus Ministry (770-854-7283 or 

www.gahied.com) or click here for more information and promotional materials.   

Winter Conference at Epworth By The Sea – Jan. 31-Feb. 3, 2016 

Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island will host a winter conference, “Unite,” Jan. 31 - Feb. 2, 2016. 

The focus is to "Unite" in spiritual formation and worship, bridging barriers of separation to be a greater 

witness to the world. The conference includes evening worship and morning Bible teaching. Co-leading 

worship each night will be the Rev. Jay Hanson from the Chapel United Methodist Church and the Rev. 

David Yarborough from St. Simons Community Church along with their worship teams. The Bible 

study will be taught by renowned Bible scholar Dr. J. D. Walt, former Chaplain of Asbury Theological 

Seminary who now serves as the Chief Sower and ultimate visionary behind www.seedbed.com. Two 

CEU units will be awarded. Make your room reservation early to ensure your choice of 

accommodations. Click here to make your room reservation and register through Epworth By The Sea. 

 

Scripture Readings – Nov. 16 

Nov. 22 

Christ the King/Reign of Christ 

2 Samuel 23:1-7 

Psalm 132:1-12 (13-18) 

Revelation 1:4b-8 

John 18:33-37 

Nov. 26 

Thanksgiving Day 

Joel 2:21-27 

Psalm 126 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 

Matthew 6:25-33 

Nov. 29 

First Sunday of Advent 

United Methodist Student Day 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Psalm 25:1-10 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

Luke 21:25-36 

Dec. 6 

Second Sunday of Advent 

http://www.gbhem.org/
http://www.gahied.com/
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/united-methodist-student-day
https://www.hform.com/form.cgi?10870387


 
 

Malachi 3:1-4 

Luke 1:68-79 

Philippians 1:3-11 

Luke 3:1-6 

 

MAYBE SO … 

Dear Editor, 

Barry Tone, the music director here at Utmost United Methodist Church, pulled off a major 

accomplishment. He’s leading a community-wide concert of Handel’s Messiah. He worked hard 

gathering a group of churches in the area to present this magnificent event. 

Barry took time to visit in person every choir who would allow it. He explained that George Frederic 

Handel composed this English-language oratorio in 1741. It is a scriptural text compiled by Charles 

Jennens from the King James Bible, and from the version of the Psalms included with the Book of 

Common Prayer. 

Most of the people were familiar with The Messiah, but many were delighted to know more of its 

background. When Barry agreed to sprinkle music history and vignettes of historical note during the 

rehearsal, most of the non-musicians were glad to participate.  

“Choir members in most churches simply sing for the joy of it, but have little actual music background,” 

Barry said. “I think I found the big reason we have such a good response.” 

Rehearsals started several weeks ago, and seem to be going fine. Our pastor, Rev. Mostly Wright, said, 

“Barry has established himself in the community as a sound musician and delightful leader.” 

Until next time … 

Homer Heardmore 

Rhodes Crossing, Ga. 

 

The mission of spreading the Gospel in Thessalonica, Berea and Athens 

Sunday school lesson for the week of November 22, 2015 

By Rev. Denise Walton 

Lesson scripture: Acts 17:1-4, 10-12, 22-25, 28 



 
 

I have often shared my understanding of leadership and teamwork as such: the best teams recognize that 

all persons have value and aid in the success of the mission, vision, and goals. In order to reach our 

goals, we need everyone’s gifts at the table of God. Denise Walton 

We are all valuable on God’s team 

Do you like sports? If so, can you identify your favorite sport, athletic team, or most valuable player? 

Let’s take a look at American baseball (from the least qualified person to do so) and divide the leagues 

into categories. Now, be patient with me as I know absolutely nothing about baseball but find the 

analogy proves a powerful point leading into our Sunday school lesson today. 

The American League East (Baltimore, Boston, Tampa, Toronto) 

The American League Central (Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, Kansas, Minnesota) 

The American League West (Houston, Los Angeles, Oakland, Texas) 

National League East (Atlanta, Miami, New York, Philadelphia, Washington) 

National League Central (Chicago, Cincinnati, Milwaukee, Pittsburgh, St. Louis) 

National League West (Los Angeles, San Francisco, Arizona, San Diego, Colorado) 

A real baseball fan could glance at the roster above and know if the leagues were represented correctly. 

A real baseball fan could also name the most valuable players associated with each league. 

However, for the purposes of today’s lesson in Acts 17, we want to focus not on the MVP players such 

as the apostle Peter, but on the second-string players who have witnessed the gospel being shared and 

are now sharing the gospel beyond the limits of Jerusalem. 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8 NRSV 

As I have reflected on the fall Sunday school lessons, we have consistently gone back to Acts 1:8 as the 

vision and mission for the Acts of the Apostles. If a primary purpose were identified with the ministry 

and movement within the Book of Acts it would be the sharing of the gospel of Jesus Christ by the 

disciples through the power of the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 

From the beginning of the Book of Acts, the apostle Peter stands as one of the most significant leaders 

within the early church. We can trace the significant leadership of Peter and John throughout the Book 

of Acts. However, by the time we reach Acts 6, there is a second level of leadership capacity emerging 

that shares the gospel of Jesus Christ beyond the walls of Jerusalem. 

Second level leadership capacity 



 
 

I have introduced the term “second level leadership capacity” as descriptive and in no way meant to 

address the value or significance of the leadership exhibited by Stephen, Philip, or Saul. The term helps 

the reader to see the transition in the gospel story from those who serve as primary spokespersons (Peter 

and John) to the emerging and impactful leadership of other disciples. 

Stephen is introduced as a significant leader. Stephen had also served as faithful witness and proclaimer 

of the good news of Jesus Christ. Stephen, the first martyr, gave his life in the spreading of the gospel. 

Stephen speaks to the church today as we consider the cost of living a Christian life – it will cost us all 

something to follow Jesus proclaiming the good news. 

Philip is a significant leader. Philip’s leadership in Samaria (Acts 8:1-40) expands the gospel into 

Samaria. From previous lessons, we recognize Philip’s journey to Samaria as a significant choice to go 

where no Jew wanted to travel, share or be in relationship with others. Phillip’s leadership speaks to the 

church today as a mandate to take the gospel into the places you have no desire to go.  

Saul (later becomes Paul) is a significant leader. Saul’s leadership began as a negative force but God still 

used it as a driving force to share the gospel. 

As the writer, Luke spends a great deal of time with Saul’s conversion experience in Acts 9:1-30. 

According to scholars, Luke spends much time telling his audience about Saul’s conversion (it is 

rehearsed three times in the book of Acts), with a special emphasis on the revelation of the risen 

Lord to Saul (9:4-5) as well as the Lord’s disclosure to Ananias that Saul had truly converted and 

would be the “chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles” (9:10-15). Thus Saul is 

seen not only to have a remarkable conversion experience, but also from the first to be the one 

who would exemplify the mandate of Acts 1:8. (Adapted from 

textweek.com/https://bible.org/seriespage/5-acts-introduction-outline-and-argument) 

Peter and Paul’s significant leadership to the Gentiles 

Peter remains as a significant leader within the gospel of Acts. As author, Luke introduces Peter’s 

personal wrestling with the mission to the Gentiles and his acceptance of the way forward. Peter, as 

primary spokesperson, eventually embraced the Gentile mission and provided significant leadership in 

the expansion of the gospel.  

Not only did Peter have to be prepared for the Gentile mission, the Jerusalem church did, too 

(11:1-18). Since Peter was recognized by all as a legitimate spokesman for God, his recounting 

of what happened at Cornelius’ house was enough to convince the Jewish believers. 

As we move into Chapter twelve, rather than Saul, Herod is the one persecuting the church. First, 

he executes James (12:1-2), and then arrests Peter (12:3-19). But Peter miraculously escapes 

(12:6-11) and Herod dies (12:20-23). This is the last we see of Peter in his evangelistic efforts. 

The stage is thus set for Paul, the man with whom the rest of Acts is concerned. (Ibid, 

textweek.com) 

javascript:%7b%7d
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The Expansion of the Gospel to Asia Minor 

The Apostle Paul with three major missionary journeys takes the gospel further than any other disciple. 

The second level leadership has now established itself as crucial to the completion of the mission. 

It is significant to add that the mission and vision of taking the gospel beyond the walls of Jerusalem can 

only be accomplished as Paul joins with the lay leadership on each of the missionary journeys. 

Therefore, without the laity the mission of sharing the gospel beyond the walls of Jerusalem would be 

incomplete. Clergy and laity are needed in our local churches and beyond sharing the leadership to 

expand the gospel message. 

Thus the readings today, Acts 17:1-4, 10-12, 22-25, 28, seek to show the reader the practical ways in 

which Paul addressed the sharing of the gospel. Paul and his companions moved from Thessalonica to 

Berea to Athens. At each location, he first went to the synagogue to preach and teach. Each context was 

different and the approach to sharing the gospel was appropriate to the context. 

In Thessalonica, Paul preached for three Sabbath days, the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The message 

was received and some joined while others grew in resentment. In Berea, Paul was received well by 

Berean Jews eager to hear and respond to the gospel. Many believed including prominent Greek women 

and men. But there was resistance and persons from Thessalonica appeared in Berea to cause problems 

for the church and the gospel message. 

By the time Paul and his companions reach Athens, the fellowship has significantly grown and the 

gospel message is spreading. Athens is a new context that requires reasoning as a tool to share the 

gospel. Paul addresses the Greek Council (Areopagus) and relates their philosophical and spiritual 

beliefs to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The Athenians are introduced to the one true God and 

his son, Jesus Christ. Some believe and join the fellowship others remained unconvinced. 

We see holistically the gospel being shared and Acts 1:8 being fulfilled. The journey continues for Paul 

and for us, there is more to do in the kingdom of God. As you reflect on the lesson this week, I invite 

you to consider these questions: 

What persons in your local church, district and conference provide leadership? 

Who among you would make a great leader? 

How can you encourage those whose leadership is not prominent to get involved in the mission and 

vision of the church (local, district, and conference)? 

It takes all of us to make a difference. Each individual’s spiritual gifts, no matter how large or small, 

work together to complete the mission of the church. Let’s be on the lookout among us for those who are 

willing to join the leadership and let us make room as they bring their gifts and graces.  

I am reminded today that the second string, second level of leadership capacity may just bring us all to 

the completion of the goal. 



 
 

Dear Lord, let it be so, according to your will. Amen. 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her 

at denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

Teaching God’s Word 

Sunday school lesson for the week of November 29, 2015 

By Dr. Charlene Black 

Lesson scripture: Acts 18: 1-28 

The Book of Acts is an account of work of the Holy Spirit. At Pentecost Jesus tells all who are gathered 

there, not just the apostles, that when, not if, they are empowered by the Holy Spirit they are, “To be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria and to the uttermost parts of the earth.” It is a command, 

not a suggestion. 

After Paul’s dramatic encounter with Christ on the road to Damascus, God began to send him visions 

directing him where to spread the Gospel. Paul followed these visions to Macedonia leading to the 

conversion of Lydia, the first European. 

Arriving in Corinth Paul discovered Aquila and Priscilla, tentmakers (Greek leather workers) and 

believers. Paul immediately joined them in their occupation. It was Paul’s custom to “pay his way,” to 

not be a burden to anyone.  

Reaching out to members of our work setting is a natural means of making disciples for Christ. Paul also 

joined them for worship on the Sabbath and began preaching to Jews and Gentiles that Jesus was the 

Messiah. He baptized Crispus, an official in the synagogue. When he was no longer welcome, he went 

next door to the Gentiles and preached God’s Word there.  

How many members of your work group or how many of your neighbors have you invited to Sunday 

school or to worship? 

The Praetorium declared Claudius (41-54 A. D.), being the last male in the Julio-Claudius dynasty, 

Emperor after the assassination of Caligula, whom may regarded as an insane tyrant. 

Claudius’ edict expelled the Jews due to the spread of Christianity in Rome. Historian Louis Feldman 

suggests that the Roman government did not distinguish between Christians and Jews. Aquila and 

Priscilla, bearing Greek names indicating they were Gentiles, must have been leaders of the local faith 

community.  

Paul preached and taught the gospel everywhere he went. God had given him the task of taking Christ to 

the Gentile world. Paul was planting seeds of the Gospel. Some seeds fell on fertile ground; others did 

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org


 
 

not. Paul did not know which soil would be fertile, but when the gospel was not received Paul moved on 

as God had instructed him.  

Inspired by Priscilla and Aquila‘s faithfulness and effectiveness in working together, Paul took the 

couple with him to Ephesus. As wives and husbands are you dedicated to being his witness in Jerusalem, 

Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the earth? Would you have been willing to go with Paul? 

Paul learned much about planting as he attempted to “bring them Christ.” Later in his first letter to the 

Corinthians Paul would write, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase (growth NRSV) 

(3:6) “For we are labourers together with God (3:9a).” 

Paul had his head shorn at Cenchrea for he had a vow. William Barclay reminds us that when a Jew 

especially wished to thank God for some blessing he took the Nazarite vow (Numbers 6: 1-21). If the 

vow was carried out in full it meant that for 30 days he neither ate meat nor drank wine and he allowed 

his hair to grow. At the end of the 30 days he made certain offerings in the Temple; his head was shorn 

and the hair was burned on the altar as an offering to God. Barclay suggests Paul was thinking about all 

God’s goodness to him in Corinth and had taken this vow to show his gratitude. 

How do you thank God for his goodness? Have you ever made a vow in thankfulness and if so, did you 

carry it out? 

During a trip to China in 1998, I visited Xi’an. After viewing the famous Terracotta Warriors I had an 

opportunity to lecture about male and female roles in the United States at Xi’an Institute of Foreign 

Languages (now Xi’an University). After speaking to an overflow crowd, I opened the floor for 

questions. A young man quickly rose to his feet and said, “You are a Christian, your apostle Paul says 

that women should not speak in church. How do you explain this?” 

I responded, “The Apostle Pau wrote to various churches, addressing problems unique to each situation. 

His words were not meant to be applied to all situations.” I had brought the current issue of the Upper 

Room with me to use for my morning devotionals.  I continued, “As I read this morning during my 

devotional time, Paul said in Galatians 3:28, ‘There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 

free, there is neither male nor female; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” I continued, “Christianity 

teaches that all persons are equal in Christ.” 

If God were not guiding this south Georgian’s path, what is the probability that that would have been the 

scripture for that particular day and that a young Chinese student’s question would allow me to preach 

the gospel in China with impunity?  

I could have been admonished, severely punished, or even made to leave China without accomplishing 

the purpose for my trip, but God gave the question and gave me courage to witness to my faith. 

The young man and a couple of his friends followed me to the dorm where I was staying and we 

continued the conversation. It was evident that the students were interested in learning more about 



 
 

Christianity. I believe I was planting seeds about the Gospel and pray that they fell on fertile soil. 

Someday I would like to return to Xi’an to see the growth God has given. 

When, where, and to whom have you planted seeds of the Gospel? 

Closing Prayer: Faithful and loving God, may we, like Paul, hear your call to share the Good News 

with everyone in our homes, in our work settings, among our friends and neighbors, to the strangers we 

meet and through our gifts to your Church may we plant and trust you to give the growth. Amen. 

Dr. Charlene Rushton Black is a former Conference Lay Leader and former president of the Conference 

UMW. You may contact her at sylvaniacharlene@hotmail.com.  
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