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Avalon UMC hosts Thanksgiving Day prayer vigil 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Thanksgiving, traditionally a day of food, football, and family, was, for one Albany church, about 

something a little different this year. 

More than 100 people spent part of their Thanksgiving giving thanks at Avalon United Methodist 

Church’s Thanksgiving Day Prayer Vigil.  

For nine hours, from 7 a.m. until 4 p.m., members of the church and others from the community prayed 

in shifts for at least 30 minutes. They prayed for the church, the city, their families, those in need, and 

gave thanks for all that God has done in their lives. Church member Harold Smith, who helped organize 

the vigil, says there is much to be thankful for. 

“We take too much for granted,” he said. “The Lord provides so much to us that we just assume that it 

will always be that way. The whole concept was really to zero in on all that God does that we just don’t 

think about and don’t give thanks for. By taking time out of a day that is usually about food and football 

we were saying, let’s put prayer and the Lord number one, not food and football.” 

A wooden altar was built and set up on the church’s lawn, signs telling motorists what they were doing 

and inviting them to stop and join were made and displayed, and prayer cards with scripture verses were 

handed out. 

Rev. Debbie Cone was appointed to Avalon UMC in June and has emphasized prayer to the 

congregation since she arrived. 

It was heartening to see so many from the church and community give up part of their holiday to spend 

committed time in prayer, she said, and it’s one way the congregation can follow Jesus’ lead. 

“Jesus prayed more than he did anything else while he was here, and that gives us a good example – the 

best example – of what He wants us to do and how to join him in what He’s doing, and then He will add 

to the church daily,” Rev. Cone said. “I want the church to hear from God and for us to do what it is that 

God has called us to do.” 



 
 

Avalon UMC still has much to be thankful for even after a summer windstorm knocked a 30-foot 

section of the steeple off the church, Smith says. 

The congregation took the broken steeple and filled it with pumpkins, gourds, corn, and other produce 

so it resembled a cornucopia, and placed it on the church’s front lawn. With a sign that read, “Giving 

Thanks to God,” it reminded them and passers-by of God’s goodness and provision. 

“We go through rough times, but the Lord is always there,” Smith said. “The steeple may be down, but 

our spirits are up.” 

 

Plans underway for 2016 Annual Conference session; new location announced for 

2017 Annual Conference session 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Plans are well underway for the 2016 South Georgia Annual Conference session, set for June 8 through 

June 11 in Tifton at the University of Georgia Tifton Campus Conference Center.  

“I am excited about the opportunity to continue to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ through 

conferencing together,” said Bishop James R. King, Jr., episcopal leader of the South Georgia area. “Our 

Annual Conference is designed in the Wesleyan tradition to the extent that we include fresh 

opportunities for teaching and learning. The goal of every Christian is to share the gospel and participate 

in growing a Christlike world. I am excited about our time to fellowship, hear new presenters, and 

organize ourselves in ways that help us do the work of God on earth.” 

Gathering under the theme of “Testify and Multiply,” based on Acts 2:40-41 (NRSV), which says, “And 

he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt 

generation.’ So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand 

persons were added,” this year’s Annual Conference session will focus on witnessing, one of the Ten 

Timeless Values, and will provide attendees the opportunity to serve, fellowship, and worship together.  

“We’re really excited about this year’s annual conference because it will be the 150th session of the 

South Georgia Annual Conference,” said Dr. Jay Harris, Conference Secretary. “We will be celebrating 

and learning from our history as an annual conference throughout our time together. We will also be 

celebrating and recalling the ministry of Bishop King over the past eight years as he has served our 

conference so faithfully.” 

South Georgia Conference members will experience a new Annual Conference session location and 

venue when the 2017 Annual Conference session is held at the new Jekyll Island Convention Center. 

Opened in May 2012, the Jekyll Island Convention Center boasts remarkable views of the Atlantic 

Ocean and is the only oceanfront convention center on the east coast south of New Jersey. 



 
 

“We hope this will be a good time for families of clergy and lay delegates to come and join us and enjoy 

the setting,” Dr. Harris said. 

Visit www.sgaumc.org regularly to keep up with information related to the 2016 Annual Conference 

session. A resolution passed at the 2015 Annual Conference session called for a change in the 

distribution of materials at Annual Conference. Only those clergy and lay members to Annual 

Conference who choose to opt-in will receive paper materials. All materials, including the Book of 

Recommendations and Reports, will be made available online on the conference website in electronic 

format.  

 

2016-2017 appointment-making schedule released 

Bishop King and the Appointive Cabinet have released the 2016-2017 appointment-making 

schedule. Click here to view.  

 

Southeast Georgia Health System Director of Pastoral Care Rev. Wright A. Culpepper, 

D. Min., Presented Statewide Hospital Hero Award 

Southeast Georgia Health System director of Pastoral Care, Rev. Wright A. Culpepper, D.Min., was 

presented the prestigious Georgia Hospital Heroes Award at the Georgia Hospital Association’s (GHA) 

Annual Meeting on Nov. 11, 2015. Rev. Culpepper, who was one of only 10 individuals statewide to 

receive the award, was recognized for his work in the community through FaithWorks, a faith-based 

organization partnering with the Health System as well as churches, businesses and individuals to 

maximize resources to meet human needs. 

“Wright is a tireless giver with a heart of gold,” says Patrick D. Ebri, Ph.D., FACHE, vice president, 

Human Resources, Southeast Georgia Health System. “He has incredible business acumen, which he 

puts to use every day for the benefit of the community rather than self. Despite all his great personal 

qualities and successes, he has managed to remain humble and true to his calling.” 

Rev. Culpepper has spent more than 20 years working diligently to improve the circumstances of 

residents in Glynn County and Southeast Georgia, and countless individuals have benefited from his 

generosity and dedication to caring for others.  

Within the Health System, Rev. Culpepper and his team of chaplains provide on-site pastoral support 40 

hours a week, plus on-call support 24/7. In 2014, they provided pastoral services to 2,200 Health System 

patients and their families as well as team members, physicians and volunteers.  

http://www.sgaumc.org/
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As executive director of FaithWorks, however, Rev. Culpepper’s work extends beyond the walls of the 

Health System. When he identifies problems that prevent people from moving toward good health, he 

collaborates with others at the Health System and in the community to develop poverty-related 

ministries and services that help advance health. 

One such program is Sparrows Nest, a ministry that distributes food on a weekly basis and provides 

emergency financial assistance to individuals who have experienced financial crisis due to an accident, 

illness, fire or a death in the family. Another program is the Health Care Ministry, which provides 

information and services to chronically ill patients, especially those who are elderly or homebound.  

When Rev. Culpepper became aware of homeless people who could not be discharged from the hospital 

because they did not have an address, he developed a Homeless Transition Program that includes a 

house for temporary lodging and case management services to assist these individuals with their next 

steps. FaithWorks also created Open Doors, a ministry that provides case management, mentoring and 

education to help individuals integrate back into the community after incarceration, and The Well, a day 

hospitality and resource center for people that are homeless. 

“Rev. Culpepper has launched extraordinary programs in the community that afford countless 

individuals the ability to be safe, happy and healthy,” said GHA President and CEO, Earl Rogers. “We 

thank him for his dedication to improving the health of the people of Southeast Georgia. He is a most-

deserving recipient of this award.” 

Rev. Culpepper is an extension minister serving through the South Georgia Conference of The United 

Methodist Church.  

 

Rev. Keith Evans Lawder to Succeed GUMF President/CEO Rev. Charles W. Savage II 

After faithfully serving as President/CEO of the Georgia United Methodist Foundation for nearly five 

years, Rev. Charles (Chuck) W. Savage II has officially announced his plans to retire on June 30, 2016.  

“GUMF’s Board of Trustees, acting on the recommendation of the Personnel Committee Task Force as 

affirmed by the Executive Committee, unanimously elected Rev. Keith Lawder to succeed Rev. Chuck 

Savage during the November 4, 2015 meeting,” said Zoe M. Hicks, Chairperson of GUMF’s Board of 

Trustees. “He will initially join GUMF as Vice President of Development on January 1, 2016, before 

filling Chuck’s role as President/CEO upon his retirement. Keith was selected from a group of highly 

qualified candidates for this position.” 

“I was so pleased and humbled to receive the call that I was the nominee of the Personnel Committee 

Task Force. I am passionate about the work of GUMF and have been privileged to be a part of this 

wonderful ministry and to work with the staff, which is truly exceptional. Through my education and my 

careers in banking and in pastoral ministry, I believe God has equipped me, prepared me, and called me 



 
 

to this wonderful opportunity,” Lawder said. “There is much to learn. GUMF has grown and prospered 

under Chuck’s leadership and the guidance of an outstanding board. Our challenge is to build awareness 

of the many ways we can help ministries and individuals sow seeds of faith for future generations. The 

more we help churches and individuals invest in their future, the more we can help to provide 

scholarships for tomorrow’s leaders.” 

Lawder has served as Associate Pastor of Dunwoody UMC in Dunwoody, Ga. since 2011. He is a long-

time member of GUMF’s Board of Trustees and currently chairs the Loan Committee. Rev. Dr. Glenn 

Ethridge, Senior Pastor of Oak Grove UMC in Decatur, Ga., has been elected to fill Lawder’s role on 

GUMF’s Board. 

From 2008 to 2011, Lawder served as Pastor of Christ UMC in Roswell, Ga. From 2003 to 2008, he 

served as Associate Pastor of Simpsonwood UMC in Norcross, Ga. Before receiving God’s call to 

ministry, he served as Senior Vice President and Group Executive of Wachovia Bank and Trust, N.A. 

from 1974 to 2005. 

He holds a Master of Divinity degree from Candler School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta, 

Ga., a Master of Business Administration with a concentration in finance and management from the 

University of Virginia’s Darden School of Business in Charlottesville, Va., and a Bachelor of Arts 

degree from the University of Virginia. 

Lawder and his wife, Mary, have been married 41 years. She retired in June as the Parish Nurse for the 

Atlanta Roswell District of The UMC. They have three sons, three daughters-in-law, and seven 

grandchildren. 

The Georgia United Methodist Foundation helps United Methodist churches, ministries and individuals 

in Georgia sow seeds of faith for future generations by providing planned giving, investment, lending, 

endowment and training services, as well as grants and scholarships. For more information, call 770-

449-6726 or 877-220-5664, email info@gumf.org or visit www.gumf.org. 

 

Hundreds of nativities on display at Epworth By The Sea through mid-January 

Exhibit includes about 200 from June Brown’s personal collection, dozens of international nativities 

from Moore Museum permanent collection 

By Terry Dickson* 

Just about every Christian home has a Nativity scene on display during the Christmas season. 

June Brown has so many her house won’t hold them so she exhibits them each year at the Arthur J. 

Moore Methodist Museum on St. Simons Island. 

mailto:info@gumf.org
http://www.gumf.org/


 
 

There are about 200 arranged on tables in the atrium of the museum at the Epworth By The Sea 

Methodist center, and they’ll be there for the public to see, along with the museum’s permanent 

collection, through Jan. 15, said Anne Packard, director of the museum. 

During the Thanksgiving holiday each year, Brown comes to the museum and sets up her Nativities, 

Packard said. They include wood carvings, ceramics, fabric and other media. 

She comes during Thanksgiving because she likes to work when it’s quiet and there’s no traffic in the 

museum, Packard said. 

Church members often give Nativities to pastors’ wives as gifts, and Packard said she thought that was 

how Brown amassed her collection, but that was wrong. 

“She collected most of these herself or were gifts from their children,” she said. 

Brown has plans to catalog her collection with an explanation of each. 

Brown’s collection is at the front entrance, but the museum’s collection of international Nativities is also 

on permanent display near the rear of the rambling building. 

It has Nativities made of painted gourds, woven banana leaves from the Philippines, dark carved African 

figures from Kenya, happy Aleut characters, a totem Nativity from Alaska, olive wood from Israel and 

whitewashed terra cotta from Bangladesh. 

Nativities require little interpretation and are easily recognized by visitors, Packard said. 

“Everyone can relate to it, no matter what religion, not matter what time of year, no matter what age. 

Everyone understands the Nativity,” she said. 

The museum welcomes visitors from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Monday through Saturday. It will be closed for 

Christmas Dec. 20 through Jan. 1. 

*Reprinted courtesy of the Times-Union 

 

Nearly 6,000 donors gave $2.8 million through The Advance on Giving Tuesday  

United Methodists around the world demonstrated inspiring generosity through their contributions on 

Dec. 1, 2015 – UMC #GivingTuesday. Nearly 6,000 donors from 27 countries donated $2.8 million 

through The Advance to support mission and ministries around the world.  

The denomination’s General Board of Global Ministries matched the first $1 million, building additional 

incentive for giving. More than 770 projects and missionaries received 8,757 gifts through The 

Advance, the designated giving channel of The United Methodist Church. 



 
 

Noting the increase in gifts from the $2.5 million donated during 2014’s UMC #GivingTuesday, 

Thomas Kemper, general secretary of Global Ministries, said, “Methodist giving is resilient. As we face 

a pandemic of masos shootings, a global refugee crisis, and an outbreak of desperate acts of violence, 

Methodists’ commitment to the mission of the church is a powerful testament to the faith and trust in the 

denomination’s ability to transform the world.” He continued, “Every gift made through The Advance 

on Giving Tuesday and throughout the year has the power and possibility to make a difference in the 

lives of women, men, and children globally.” 

Ellen Knudsen, director of Advance projects, shared, “We are delighted that, once again, donors have 

joined together on this special day of giving to support the life-changing work of United Methodist-

related Advance projects. It is so encouraging to our partners around the world. We are thankful for all 

who give and for those who are receiving these financial gifts.” 

A new approach to UMC #GivingTuesday this year involved building relationships with local churches 

through teams that worked locally to promote Advance projects and missionaries.  

Anja Williams, director of marketing, described the team concept in this way: “For the first time we 

encouraged the formation of teams to galvanize supporters and to get them excited about the Advance 

projects and causes they care about most. We had teams of all sizes, including a team with as few as five 

members and one with over 3,000 members, as well as in between.” Williams added, “We hope in years 

to come that more teams will form and partner with projects to strengthen the work that’s being done. 

Few or many, it’s exciting to see the collective role we play in changing the world when we allow the 

love of Christ to move us into action!” 

This is the third year that The Advance participated in UMC #GivingTuesday, part of a larger 

international movement that provides an alternative to Black Friday, Local Business Saturday, and 

Cyber Monday – the shopping traditions following Thanksgiving.  

Emily Miller, Global Ministries’ associate general secretary for Communications and Development, 

said, “The exponential growth of Giving Tuesday in general is a beautiful response to the hyper-

consumerism we see leading up to the Christmas season, and it is great that United Methodists remain 

steadfast in their support of denominational priorities.” 

The United Methodist Church has become a model for other organizations wanting to participate in the 

larger #GivingTuesday campaign. Global Ministries was among the partners invited to the White House 

in 2014 by the Office of Social Innovation and Civic Partnership to promote and support 

#GivingTuesday.  

Denominational agencies such as the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry, the General 

Board of Discipleship, the General Commission on Religion and Race, and United Methodist 

Communications united to help promote giving through The Advance on UMC #GivingTuesday.  



 
 

A full report of projects that were supported and the gifts that Global Ministries matched will be 

available at www.umcmission.org in mid-December. 

 

Prepare 

FROM THE BISHOP 

JAMES R. KING, JR. 

Hello, beautiful people of South Georgia!  

Years ago, while serving as the director of a Wesley Foundation, I was blessed to work as the team chaplain of a 

college basketball team. I would often find myself reminding discouraged basketball players who did not get 

playing time in a game, “Listen, your time is coming. The light will turn green and your name will be called to go 

in the game and you need to make sure your attitude is right so you can play your best once the opportunity 

presents itself.” 

This season in the Christian year reminds us that the light is getting ready to turn green for us to receive 

Jesus in our lives. We need to be ready or we will miss an opportunity to receive and share him with 

others. Are you prepared to receive Jesus Christ? 

John the Baptist tells us what we must do to receive Jesus who is the best picture of God and God’s will 

for us. 

You must let go of the things that are not of God and God’s Kingdom. That means that hurt that has led 

to anger must be addressed and dissolved. Hate has to be softened by the same grace that God provides 

for us until it has been reshaped into Christlike love. The prejudice that blocks relationships has to shift 

from unhealthy teachings to a deeper revelation provided by the Holy Spirit. This makes space for 

people we have not really understood. 

Hear again the message of John in Luke 3:4-6 as he repeated the words from Isaiah:  

 “Prepare the way for the Lord, 

  make straight paths for him. 

Every valley shall be filled in, 

  every mountain and hill made low. 

The crooked roads shall become straight, 

  the rough ways smooth. 

And all people will see God’s salvation.” 

http://www.umcmission.org/


 
 

Hearing this message from John anew, begin to prepare your heart right now by praying something like 

this: 

O loving and Holy God, I acknowledge in this moment that you are my all and all and are worthy to be 

praised and obeyed. 

Give me a clean heart and mind. Forgive me for holding on to my pain and power issues more than your 

love and mercy. 

Remove from me anything and everything that blocks me from receiving the fullness of your grace in the 

gift of my Lord and Savior. I will be sure to glorify your name by loving you and others in all that I do 

and say. In Jesus Christ name I pray. 

Beautiful people, prepare for Jesus to come in your life as you join in growing a Christlike world. 

I’m tweeting messages to encourage you! Read them at www.twitter.com/BishopJamesKing. 

In addition to sharing thoughts and photos on Twitter and my blog I now plan to share a devotional 

thought called My Devotional Takeaway.  

Read our Advocate (www.sgaumc.org/advocate), follow me as I tweet at 

www.twitter.com/BishopJamesKing, or visit my blog at www.bishopking.org.  

Until next time, remember – God’s will for us is good. We must do the rest. 

Growing a Christlike world. 

With love,  

Your Bishop, 

James R. King, Jr. 

 

Joy in leadership 

LEADERSHIP REALLY MATTERS 

ANNE BOSARGE 

REV. JAY HANSON 

Last week I, Anne, attended a Children’s Ministry conference with two of my friends and coworkers 

from The Chapel Ministries. While there, we had the opportunity to ride in a limo bus. The three of us 

were visibly excited about this opportunity and were snapping pictures and laughing at the 

ridiculousness that we would be so excited about a limo with neon lights, curved pleather seats and way 

too many cup holders. After the bus started moving, the lady sitting next to me said, “You are the group 

http://www.twitter.com/BishopJamesKing
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we all wish we could be.” While others on the bus quietly boarded and took their seats in reserved 

civility, we took the opportunity to appreciate the little joy God had sent our way in that moment. Our 

joy was contagious and it was attractive to those around us. We began to engage those around us in 

conversation and our joy and enthusiasm spread.  

Proverbs 17:22 says, “A joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.” This 

verse reminds me the world doesn’t need a leader with a crushed-up spirit and an overinflated view of 

their importance and responsibility. What the world does need is more leaders with joyful hearts who 

lead from an understanding that they are first and foremost a child of God themselves.  

Joy is attractive in a world where pain and misery run rampant. Someone who delights in the simple 

pleasures of the world around them is like a breath of fresh air in a world stale with selfishness and 

consumerism. A leader who visibly loves what they do and has a personal passion for Christ and 

developing a relationship with others has much more influence than one who is consumed by rules, 

regulations, and the opinions and approval of others. Want to bring others to Christ? Exhibit joy.  

So, church leaders, if our assignment is to bring others to Christ, and if joy is so attractive, how are we 

using that joy to bring others to Christ? Do people look at our churches and see a bunch of “crushed 

spirits” and “dried-up bones?” Or do they see a congregation of joy-filled people who regularly laugh 

together and express sheer delight in being children of God? It’s true that our job as church leaders is 

serious and has eternal consequences. But I don’t believe the best way to accomplish that assignment is 

through a furrowed brow, stern words, and a harsh demeanor. Let your joyful heart be the medicine that 

draws others to the Great Physician who can heal their soul and make them eternally well.  

Here are a few ideas for developing a culture of joy in your congregation: 

 Don’t take yourselves too seriously in worship. Have fun! Worship is meant to be a joyful praise 

to God! Find ways to laugh together during your worship experience – humor is attractive to 

first-time guests.  

 Laugh at yourself and your missteps. People are drawn to someone who doesn’t take themselves 

too seriously. This puts others at ease and allows them to laugh at their own mistakes.  

 Spend time in the community at local events interacting and having fun with those around you. 

Stay away from church “cliques” – encourage everyone to include someone new in the laughter 

and fun.  

 

Jay Hanson, Lead Pastor, and Anne Bosarge, Director of Discipleship, serve at The Chapel in 

Brunswick. They love sharing about the ways God is moving in their church. Contact them at 

jay@thechapelbrunswick.com and anne@thechapelbrunswick.com for more information.  

 

John Wesley’s Aldersgate experience 
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JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 

DAVE HANSON 

On Wednesday, May 24, 1738, a very troubled John Wesley awoke early in the morning. Around 5 a.m. 

he opened his Bible and read, “There are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises, even that 

ye should be partakers of the divine nature.” He opened it again and read, “Thou art not far from the 

Kingdom of God.”  

That afternoon he visited St. Paul’s Cathedral in London. St Paul’s is a massive Gothic building which is 

400 feet tall and dominates London’s skyscape. The choir’s anthem was, “Out of the depths have I 

called unto Thee, O Lord: Lord, hear my voice. O let Thine ears consider well the voice of my 

complaint. If Thou, Lord, will be extreme to mark what is done amiss, O Lord, who may abide it? For 

there is mercy with Thee; therefore shalt Thou be feared. O Israel, trust in the Lord: for with the Lord 

there is mercy, and with Him is plenteous redemption. And he shall redeem Israel from all his sins.” 

In the evening he went very unwillingly to a German society (prayer meeting) on Aldersgate Street in 

London. The German Christians (Moravians) had been very influential for Wesley while he was in 

Georgia and on the boat crossing the Atlantic on the way to the New World. During this prayer meeting 

someone read Martin Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the Romans. Who was this “someone?” I believe 

it could have been a painter named William Holland. I believe this because William Holland had read 

Luther’s preface to another Epistle a few days earlier when Charles Wesley was present. John’s reaction 

to this reading was deeply profound.  

 

Acceptable Offerings 

Winter Quarter: Sacred Gifts and Holy Gatherings 

Unit 1: What We Bring to God 

Sunday school lesson for the week of December 13, 2015 

By Helen & Rev. Sam Rogers 

Lesson scripture: Leviticus 22:17-25, 31-33 

The Book of Leviticus is not one we Christians read! In fact, Sam cannot recall any sermon he preached 

from the book in 42 years served in the Conference – except, of course, the passage Jesus used in the 

summary of the Law – “love your neighbor as yourself (19:18).” By the way, James 2:8 calls this the 

Royal Law!! 

The instructions given to “Aaron, his sons, and all the Israelites” (22:17) about the different kinds of 

sacrifices and offerings seem utterly alien and totally unnecessary for us to bother studying. Why spend 

time on such? Yet, this is the lesson for today in many churches and denominations who share the 

Uniform Series of the International Lesson.  



 
 

Leviticus is part of our Bible. When “the Lord said to Moses, ‘tell Aaron, his sons, and all the 

Israelites’” – that includes us. Our Key Verse (Romans 12:1) is from that converted Pharisee, Saul 

(Paul), who reminds us sacrifice is still vital to a relationship with God. How so? 

The instructions in Leviticus are grounded in the covenant relationship with God. The various sacrifices 

and offerings relate to the spiritual needs of people – then and now. The list includes: votive offerings 

(fulfilling a vow); freewill offerings (spontaneous joy); well-being offerings (for current needs like 

food); thanksgiving offerings (for a special occasion).  

The offering must be the best! No blemishes. God deserves the best we have, and the gift we bring will 

give God pleasure. In what we give and how we give it, we are telling God how much we love and trust 

our Maker.  

There is also another dimension, theological if you please. God is the wholly other One – apart from the 

creation. The Biblical call is for us to reflect God’s very nature, God’s holiness. God is at work among 

us because we are the people of God! Holiness is not a given, but is a work in process. (vs.32) God is 

forming us to be “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God.” (I 

Peter 2:9) 

In the next section of today’s study (Leviticus 23:9-14), the worshipper is taught to bring the “first 

fruits” of the harvest. Before doing anything else, including eating, we are to offer our gift to God. For 

us, that means we bring our tithes and offerings as initial gift, not from the left-overs! In terms of taxable 

income, we give from the gross amount, not the net! 

The next instructions (vss.31-32) are for the Day of Atonement, the most holy day of all the Jewish 

festivals. In the fasting and abstinence required, a person is given the opportunity to step out of life’s 

routines, focus on his/her life, and, in honesty, confess where sin and error have occurred. Practice this 

holy habit during the Lenten Season. 

With instructions given about worship, proper sacrifice, and the way to observe a very special day, 

“Aaron, his sons, and all the people of Israel” are given a heritage of faithful obedience. These acts were 

put in place to be kept faithfully. The Hebrew people were to be holy like the God they worshipped. 

They were to be different from the world, so others would see the difference the covenant made in daily 

living. In the language of the Church, “they’ll know we are Christian by our love.” 

Centuries later, the reason for these instructions had been forgotten and the people were going through 

the motion of worship, sacrifices and offerings. Both Isaiah (1:10-20) and Micah (6:6-8) state strongly 

what God wants is not the sacrifice and proper worship, but the worshipper and his/her righteous life to 

reflect the purposes of God: “to do good, to seek justice, rescue the oppressed” (Isaiah 1:17) and “to do 

justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 6:8)  

These two great voices for God spoke eight centuries before Christ and zeroed in on the reason for 

worship! We worship to align our lives to be in tune with God. Otherwise, we are discordant, “a noisy 



 
 

gong, or a clanging cymbal.” Worship is to honor God, and to become a people the world will recognize 

by a life-style that is characterized by what we do, what we say, and how we relate to people.  

The last two scriptures for study this week are from the pen of Paul, Romans 12:-1-2 and I Corinthians 

10:14-22. Take time to open your Bible and read! Paul has the same concern as Isaiah and Micah – how 

we live to show Whose we are!  

Chapter 12 begins with the word “therefore.” Paul’s “therefore” alerts us to a summary of everything 

that has gone before. In this case, the familiar language of Jewish sacrifice is applied to our living. We 

are transformed to have a new mind to think differently from the world. With this new mind we are to 

offer ourselves as a living sacrifice. In so doing we will discover what is “the good, pleasing and perfect 

will of God.” (12:2) 

Likewise in the Corinthian passage Paul refers to the Holy Communion as a participation in the body 

and blood of Christ. In other words, we identify with the work and the mission of Jesus in the world! 

The problem in Corinth was they were trying to live in two worlds at the same time—pagan and 

Christian! They wanted to be Christian, but they still desired the benefits of relationships with their non-

Christian neighbors by worshipping in the old way with idolatrous offerings and sacrifices. 

In similar fashion, we contemporary Christians struggle with our lives. We find it very difficult to be “in 

the world, but not of it!” Or as Paul declared, “not to conform to the world.” Or as one translation states 

it, “Don’t let the world squeeze you into its mold.” (Phillips)  

So the laws of Leviticus, seemingly outdated and non-binding, have the same purpose as Jesus’ Royal 

Law – “love God and love your neighbor.” In both, the purpose is to bring us into a relationship with the 

Covenant God, where we can live lovingly, obediently and sacrificially under the wings of grace. 

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  
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Lesson scripture: Exodus 13: 13-15; Luke 2: 22-32 

Background Scripture: Exodus 13: 11-16; Leviticus 12; Numbers 3: 5-13; Luke 2: 21-39 
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Jesus is born into a Jewish family that faithfully observes the rituals of their faith. Today, we look back 

at the origins of those traditional acts based on the covenant and, hopefully, find meaning in our acts and 

traditions surrounding our Christian faith. 

The Old Testament lessons seem obscure and meaningless to us, but we need to understand them to 

know “why” Mary and Joseph came to the Temple to dedicate Jesus to the Lord God. We must travel 

back in time to the Exodus and the origins of the Passover. 

Pharaoh had persistently refused to let the people of Israel leave Egypt. For nine plagues he had been 

unmoved, but the last plague, horrible as it was, finally got his attention. On that night, when the angel 

of death struck down all first born in Egyptian homes, the angel passed over the homes of the Israelites. 

From that event the Law decreed for all first born animals to be sacrificed, but first born sons could be 

redeemed/ransomed with a lamb or, if poor, two turtle doves. 

Each time the dedication of the firstborn occurs, a curious child may well ask “what does this mean.” 

The occasion becomes a teaching moment to remind them of God’s gracious saving act in the Exodus 

from Egypt. The relationship of the entire nation of Israel to God is described as child to Father. Read 

Jeremiah 31:9. God has redeemed the entire people of Israel as His son. 

There is a price to be paid for the freedom God offers – then and now! When Mary and Joseph come to 

dedicate Jesus in the Temple, they are too poor to pay the price of a lamb, so they use the provision in 

Leviticus 12:8 of two doves or pigeons. The language of “ransom” or “redeemed” will continue to be 

used to give meaning to the death of Jesus on the cross. From the very beginning of the Gospel story, 

there is joy and pain given in the gift of God’s grace to the world. 

In the Exodus story, Israel has been bought, ransomed, and paid for, by the death of Egyptian children. 

In this act, the firstborn are sacrificed, but the firstborn of God’s children are redeemed. 

This familiar story is background for the New Testament lesson about what Mary and Joseph did after 

the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. First, according to the Law, Jesus was circumcised on the eighth day in 

Bethlehem and named. Much like our sacrament of baptism, the baby is given the name that will mark 

the child’s life ever after.  

Second, a journey to the Temple in Jerusalem is described where Luke combines two separate 

covenantal requirements. A period of 33 days is required for the woman to be purified after giving birth 

to a male child (66 for a female!) See Leviticus 12:4-5. It is important to note that the “sin” to be 

purified is “ritual,” not “moral.” 

Mary and Joseph obviously waited the required period of time for cleansing to also present Jesus for 

dedication. The offering for cleansing and dedication are also combined. There is no lamb. They were 

too poor. Not only is time budgeted to make just one trip, but money, as well, to have the required 

payment according to Leviticus 12:8. Thus, Mary’s cleansing from birth and the dedication of their 

firstborn are combined in Luke’s account.  



 
 

The timing of the event highlights the amazing work of the Holy Spirit, a hallmark of Luke’s Gospel. At 

just the right moment, when the parents enter the Temple with the child, an old man named Simeon is 

there and has the joy of knowing a promise to him from God has been fulfilled! He has been assured by 

the Holy Spirit he will not die before he sees the Messiah. With Jesus, he knows the promise has been 

fulfilled! 

Visualize the moment – an old man holding a baby. They look into each other’s eyes, and there is joy 

and wonder for both. Helen and I had such a moment when our grandson, Quint, was born. My father, 

the baby’s great-grandfather was there to hold him. Four generations were spanned in that wondrous 

moment. We cherish the picture of baby, father, grandfather and great-grandfather!  

There were no digital cameras in the Temple, but Luke records the moment for time and eternity. As 

elsewhere in his Gospel, Luke records the song Simeon sang. In the Latin liturgy the song is called the 

Nunc Dimittis. “Now, let thy servant, depart in peace for my eyes have seen your salvation.” 

One of the great gifts of Luke is the songs he records about the birth of Jesus: Mary, the angels, 

Zechariah, and now Simeon. There is another voice that joins the chorus – Anna. Another elderly person 

affirms who Jesus is and what He is to accomplish. Like the salvation of the Israelites in Egypt, Jesus 

will not only bring salvation to the Hebrew people, He will also fulfill the promise to Abraham – the 

whole world will be blessed!  

Regrettably, we westerners individualize this salvation and ignore its wider purpose. Without a doubt, 

salvation is personal, individual. We must not forget: both in the promise of God to Abraham the whole 

world would be blessed, and in Jesus’ prayer, “Thy kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven,” God’s 

ultimate will is for this broken sinful world to be saved – redeemed, ransomed, restored – to God’s 

beautiful creation which was all good! 

Not without pain and sacrifice! Simeon warns Mary that her heart will be pierced. Mary herself sees the 

powerful overthrown, the lowly lifted up, the poor fed and the rich sent away empty. Jesus declares in 

his reading from Isaiah: “He has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to 

proclaim release to the captives.” He tells us to love our enemies, include the lame, the blind, the 

homeless, and the unpopular in our circle of love. Jesus’ way, truth and life are not exactly what our 

ways, our truths and our lives are about! Here is where law and gospel meet.  

As Ann Crumpler writes: “Law defines us as the people of God, a faith community built on the 

knowledge of God’s mighty acts and the promise of future salvation in a new world in which the lame 

would be healed and the hungry fed, when death would be no more, enemies would make peace, the 

natural world would sprout green and fresh, and all things would be set right according to God’s eternal 

purposes.”  

Jesus came for this reason. In this Christmas season, how do you respond to the Christ gift? Like the 

child in Leviticus, when our children ask, “What does this mean?” how do we answer? They see the 

many things on our “to do” list and our “busyness.” Are we missing the point? In church, we walk 



 
 

through the year from Advent, to Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter and Pentecost following Jesus’ life 

and work. Like the Israelites, we are the people of God called to be a blessing to the world. Let us truly 

walk in His way, practice His truth, and receive His life. 

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  

 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. Edward Cecil Felts Sr. 

The Rev. Edward Cecil Felts Sr., 79, of Tifton, died Wednesday, Nov. 18, 2015, at his residence. 

Funeral services were held Saturday, Nov. 21 at Omega United Methodist Church with the Rev. Gary 

Griffin, the Rev. Walter Powell, and the Rev. Danita Poston Knowles officiating. Interment followed at 

Omega Cemetery. 

Rev. Felts was born Sept. 24, 1936, in Ellenton to the late Edward Lee and Arrie Elizabeth Powell Felts. 

He was also preceded in death by two sisters, Sudie Spradley and Ann Rentz. He was a former resident 

of Omega, where he served as a city councilman and mayor. He served as a military policeman in the 

U.S. Air Force during the Korean Conflict. 

Rev. Felts was former owner of Felts Garage, Omega Auto Parts and Omega Greenhouses. He was a 

retired Methodist minister, having served the Omega United Methodist Church and Tyson Memorial 

Methodist Church in Moultrie. Before becoming a pastor, he served as a lay leader. Rev. Felts enjoyed 

reading, fishing and growing flowers, but his true fulfillment in life was his family. 

He is survived by his wife of 60 years, Barbara Ann Marchant Felts of Tifton; three daughters and sons-

in-law, Elizabeth Ann and Charles Randall Edge, Valencia Jane and Lonnie David Scarbor and Barbara 

Denise and Mathew Blake Robinson Sr., all of Omega; two sons and a daughter-in-law, Edward Cecil 

Felts Jr. and wife Gail Rowland Felts and Samuel Lee Felts, all of Tifton; grandchildren, Jody Edge, 

Jennifer Edge, Melissa Hope and Matt Wall, Justin E. Felts, Michael Scarbor, Wayne “Boogie” Scarbor, 

Christopher and Heather Scarbor, Rebecca Felts, Austin Felts, Mathew and Haley Robinson, Daniel and 

Rachel Robinson and Mikayla Robinson; great-grandchildren, Desirae Edge, Destiny Edge, William 

Henry Scarbor, Shae Scarbor, Dustin Scarbor and Matthew Wall; and a great-great-grandson, Wyatt 

Williams. 

Donations may be sent to Omega United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 205, Omega, GA 31775; Trinity 

United Methodist Church, 603 Belmont Ave., Tifton, GA 31794; or Halcyon Hospice, 101 Northside 

Drive, Building E, Valdosta, GA 31602. 

You may sign the online guest registry at www.albritton-beaumontfuneralhome.com.  
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Events in the South Georgia Conference – 12/7/2015 edition 

ERT Training, Macon – Dec. 12 

An Early Response Team (ERT) Training will be held on Saturday, Dec. 12 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at 

Forest Hills United Methodist Church in Macon. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals 

and teams to respond in the immediate aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per 

participant. At the training, participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the 

course, will receive an UMCOR ID Badge and a t-shirt. Background checks are required before 

receiving badges. Please provide proof of background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are 

applicable. Lunch is also included in the cost. Click here to register for the Forest Hills ERT Training. 

Buddy Sullivan lecture – Jan. 19, 2016 

Local author and historian Buddy Sullivan will lecture at the Moore Methodist Museum at Epworth By 

The Sea on Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2016, at 2 p.m. The topic is Life, Labor & Landscape: Ecology as History 

Along the Georgia Coast. Cost is $20 per person with all proceeds benefitting the Museum and its 

Ministry of Memory. Tickets may be purchased at the Museum or by calling (912) 638-4050. Seating is 

limited. 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – Jan. 21, 2016 

A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m on Thursday, Jan. 21, 2016, at Tifton 

First United Methodist Church. Email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com with questions.  

Winter Conference at Epworth By The Sea – Jan. 31-Feb. 3, 2016 

Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island will host a winter conference, “Unite,” Jan. 31 - Feb. 2, 2016. 

The focus is to "Unite" in spiritual formation and worship, bridging barriers of separation to be a greater 

witness to the world. The conference includes evening worship and morning Bible teaching. Co-leading 

worship each night will be the Rev. Jay Hanson from the Chapel United Methodist Church and the Rev. 

David Yarborough from St. Simons Community Church along with their worship teams. The Bible 

study will be taught by renowned Bible scholar Dr. J. D. Walt, former Chaplain of Asbury Theological 

Seminary who now serves as the Chief Sower and ultimate visionary behind www.seedbed.com. Two 

CEU units will be awarded. Make your room reservation early to ensure your choice of 

accommodations. Click here to make your room reservation and register through Epworth By The Sea. 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – Feb. 25, 2016 

A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m on Thursday, Feb. 25, 2016, at 

Epworth By The Sea. Email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com with questions. 

Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat – March 4-6, 2016 

Designed for students in the fifth grade and above, the “Join the Journey” Confirmation Retreat, set for 

March 4-6, 2016, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island, will provide churches of all sizes an 

opportunity to connect with others through worship, study, and fellowship. The event will also include 

large group gatherings around the church seasons and breakout sessions with topics of grace, United 
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Methodist History and United Methodist lingo as well as a “Holy Club” highlight. Not meant to be the 

only confirmation youth go through, the Confirmation Retreat should be complimentary to what a 

church is or will be doing. For more information, call 888-266-7642 or email Suzanne Akins 

(suzanne@sgaumc.com) or Allison Lindsey (allison@sgaumc.com).  

 

MAYBE SO … 

Dear Editor,  

The New Life Sunday school class here at Utmost United Methodist Church is growing. It is constituted 

of young professionals. They are mature, well-educated young people with a strong sense of Wesleyan 

theology.  

At the end of each study series, a curriculum committee polls the class for their choice for the next 

study. Frequently they ask our pastor, Rev. Mostly Wright, to sit in on their discussion to offer guidance. 

Recently a new member, Litty Rhul, joined. Almost immediately she began criticizing the study the 

class was using. “We’ve got to get back to the Bible,” she said. “We can’t just take some book or topic 

and study it. We need to study the Bible.” 

Rev. Wright said, “What Litty believes Bible study to be, cherry-picked passages and go line by line in a 

passage of the Bible and take literally every word in them.” 

Mr. I. C. Clearly said, “My daughter, Joy, is in that class. She tells me the studies deal with the Bible, by 

digging deeper into what it means to our times, our culture, and our lives. Joy says Litty picks passages 

that suit her, and avoids contradictory ones, so it’s not authentic study.” 

Until next time … 

Homer Heardmore 

Rhodes Crossing, Ga. 

 

Scripture Readings – Dec. 7 

Dec. 13 

Third Sunday of Advent 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Isaiah 12:2-6 

Philippians 4:4-7 

Luke 3:7-18 
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Dec. 20 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Micah 5:2-5a 

Luke 1:46b-55 

Hebrews 10:5-10 

Luke 1:39-45 

Dec. 24 

Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9:2-7 

Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-20 

Dec. 25 

Christmas Day 
Isaiah 52:7-10 

Psalm 98 

Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12) 

John 1:1-14 


