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Hanson appointed NRCD director 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Bishop James King announced today that Rev. Jay Hanson has been appointed as Director of South 

Georgia’s New and Revitalized Congregational Development (NRCD). Rev. Hanson will continue 

serving as lead pastor of The Chapel Ministries, formally known as Taylors Chapel Cooperative Parish, 

a unique three-campus church in Brunswick. 

“I am pleased to announce the appointment of Reverend Jay Hanson to the position of Director of New 

and Revitalized Congregational Development (NRCD),” Bishop King said. “He will continue to serve as 

the senior pastor of The Chapel. Jay has already demonstrated a commitment to the development of new 

pastors and growing new churches. With his creative leadership style, we will continue to build upon our 

emphasis to grow a Christlike world through our investment in pastoral training and new faith 

communities, as well as the reinvigoration of traditional models.” 

Rev. Hanson has served as The Chapel’s lead pastor since planting it in 2004. Passionate about training, 

resourcing, and equipping leaders and congregations, he looks forward to continuing the fruitful work of 

NRCD. His appointment follows former NRCD Executive Director Dr. Tim Bagwell’s retirement. 

“I am very thankful for the work NRCD has accomplished in South Georgia under the leadership of Dr. 

Bagwell,” Rev. Hanson said. “Some of our Conference’s strongest congregations today did not even 

exist before NRCD began. It is a real honor and privilege to get to build on that foundation for the 

future. As I see it, the role of NRCD moving forward is to keep adding fuel to the fire by matching 

resources with potential.”   

The mission of New and Revitalized Congregational Development is to develop a supportive climate 

and to mobilize the South Georgia Conference in birthing and revitalizing faith communities. Rev. 

Hanson’s appointment will help further that mission, said Rev. Scott Tucker, chairman of the NRCD 

board and pastor of St. Mark United Methodist Church in Columbus.  

“I am happy that Bishop King has appointed Jay to serve as our director of Congregational 

Development,” Rev. Tucker said. “He has an enthusiasm for helping others embrace their spiritual gifts 



 
 

and potential. He has a deep love for the variety of ways we in South Georgia serve God faithfully. And 

he has the experience of planting a church that continues to lead people to Jesus.” 

The Chapel has grown from its seven initial members to 517 partners in ministry and nearly 1,200 

weekly worship attendees. With a focus on teaching, discipleship, and worship and a unique approach to 

church leadership and membership, The Chapel Ministries has seen steady growth since it began nearly 

12 years ago. 

“Jay is a very gifted leader and out-of-the-box thinker who will lead us well as our new NRCD 

Director,” said Dr. Wayne Moseley, superintendent of the Coastal District. “He not only has a passion to 

grow the Kingdom of God but has modeled this for us in his current ministry setting.  We are blessed to 

have him in this new leadership position!” 

Rev. Hanson’s appointment was effective Jan. 1.  

 

Effingham County church packs purses to give away 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Renee Raffield was casually scrolling through Facebook one day when she saw a friend’s Facebook post 

about donating purses to women in need. She “liked” the post and kept scrolling. 

That Sunday, while sitting in church at Gateway Community Church Effingham, something in the 

sermon clicked with her and she felt a gentle nudge from God telling her to start a purse ministry. 

“I’m really just a nobody who thought this was a cool idea for less fortunate women,” Raffield said. “I 

have a bit of social anxiety, so I have a hard time getting out and doing what I really would like to be 

doing. I thought this would be a great way to start something that might catch on.” 

And catch on it did. After discussing it with Jodie Lamon, a friend and Gateway’s church administrator, 

Raffield posted her idea on Facebook – of course – and asked friends to clean their closets and donate 

used purses in good condition to the cause. She also asked that they donate toiletries, feminine products, 

and beauty items – anything women keep in their purses – to fill the purses with. 

A handful of area churches jumped on board and a local hair salon, Von’Sauna Salon, agreed to be a 

drop-off spot, and in just a few short weeks more than 100 purses were donated. 

The weekend before Christmas Gateway Community Church served at two community events, one in 

Effingham County and one in downtown Savannah. On Saturday, Dec. 19, volunteers went to the 

“adopted” neighborhood in Effingham County where they take Backpack Buddies food to weekly 

during the summer and once a month during the school year. That day they gave stuffed stockings to the 

kids and packed purses to the mothers. 



 
 

On Sunday, Dec. 20, volunteers from the church went to Savannah’s Forsyth Park to join People 

Helping People, an organization that serves the downtown Savannah population, as they held a 

Christmas carnival for area children. More than 100 children were served and their mothers were given 

purses. 

“As mothers, we take care of our children and if we need something, we defer what we need to meet the 

needs of our children first, so this was one way for us to serve the mothers of these same kids that we 

serve on a regular basis,” Lamon said about the Effingham County event. 72 packed purses were 

distributed during the weekend. 

Raffield, who donated four purses, said that, while she isn’t wealthy, she couldn’t imagine not having 

access to or the ability to purchase necessary hygiene items, and she knew she had to do something to 

help.  

“It just makes me feel like I have the opportunity to give,” she said. “I don’t have a lot of money, but I 

do have enough and I can give something and do something. What I have to give is my time and my 

shared love for God and giving to those who need.” 

The desire to do something is shared by many, said Lamon. 

“A lot of individuals want to do something, and they think that if they bring a bottle of shampoo that it’s 

not making a big impact, but they want to do something,” she said. “So when our ladies found out about 

Pack a Purse they got excited about taking the used purses they didn’t know what to do with and 

packing them full of things and giving them to others who could use them.” 

The congregation has about 30 empty purses and plans to continue to collect more. They will continue to 

collect items to pack inside the purses and will give them away at future community events and as they 

develop relationships with area women’s shelters. 

“Give, give, give; share, share, share. That’s all you can do. That’s all I can do, anyway. I try my best. I 

have hope and faith and believe that God can use it,” Raffield said. “My hope is that my children see 

how something as small as Pack a Purse can change a life and restore faith in God and His people who 

choose to follow, not just speak, His word.” 

 

A letter to Martin Luther King Jr. – 2016 

By Bishop Woodie W. White 

January/February 2016 

Editor’s Note: Each year, retired United Methodist Bishop Woodie W. White writes a “birthday letter” 

to the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. in which he offers his perspective on the state of race relations, 



 
 

particularly in the United States. White, now bishop-in residence at Candler School of Theology at 

Emory University in Atlanta, was the first general secretary of the General Commission on Religion and 

Race of The United Methodist Church. Reprinted from www.interpretermagazine.org  

Dear Martin: 

I wish this birthday letter might be more positive than the one I wrote last year. It is not! Our nation’s 

racial climate has gotten worse rather than better! A political rhetoric of divisive and hate-filled speech 

pollutes the atmosphere. To our struggle against racism and its negative impact on American life and 

legacy is added growing xenophobia, nativism and even religious intolerance. Sadly, too many of our 

political and would-be political leaders are exploiting fears, prejudices and insecurities in the face of 

increased worldwide terrorism. 

Lady Liberty in the harbor must find it difficult not to weep as she lifts her lamp beside the golden door 

and invites, “Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free. … “ 

Only last month, on Dec. 6, we marked the 150th anniversary of the ratification of the 13th amendment to 

the United States Constitution. This amendment, which declares slavery illegal in the nation, is a 

reminder both of the high cost of racism – and of the nation's efforts to correct its wrongs. America is 

still engaged in this effort, but there are those who remain committed to a racially and ethnically divided 

nation. They will fail! 

I was hopeful that the emergence of the idea “Black Lives Matter” might elevate both the conversation 

and the consciousness in our quest to address ongoing issues of race in America. The recent rash of 

deaths of unarmed, young black men in encounters with police provides the opportunity for renewed and 

serious engagement of our unfinished work as a nation. However, this is not the only indication that the 

nation needs to be reminded that “Black Lives Matter.” 

Martin, your heart would break, as does mine, at the violent deaths of young black men in community 

after community. These deaths are becoming so commonplace that some communities seem resigned to 

them. They are a tragedy too little addressed. 

Perhaps, to many in our nation, black and white, black lives really don't matter! Perhaps, what is more 

important is being elected to office or passing legislation that would seek to disenfranchise. Perhaps, it is 

being identified with symbols or signs or colors or territory! This is unacceptable for this nation and its 

people. It is especially unacceptable for people of a faith which teaches its young to sing, “Red and 

yellow, black and white, all are precious in his sight.” 

This leads me to my great disappointment – the near silence of the churches in the recent racial 

discourse. I wait for some outcry of moral indignation at the racial climate in this country, some ethical 

compass for political and civic leaders, some call for racial unity, some serious challenge to the voices 

of hate! 

http://www.interpretermagazine.org/


 
 

Martin, I continue to read and appreciate your “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” penned from your cell, 

on April 16, 1963. I believe it was your finest composition! You challenged church leaders of that day to 

confront the racial context in which they found themselves with more boldness and consistency. I 

commend its reading to today’s leaders, who may have never read it. They will find it instructive as they 

confront injustice, prejudice and intolerance in today’s racial context. 

While I write today with disappointment, it is not without hope. 

Our friend and courageous leader the Rev. William Sloan Coffin wrote in 1994: “Hope is a state of mind 

independent of the state of the world. So, if your heart's full of hope, you can be persistent when you 

can't be optimistic. You can keep the faith despite the evidence, knowing that only in so doing has the 

evidence any chance of changing. So while I am not optimistic, I am always hopeful.” 

So, Martin, I close, if not with optimism, with hope! 

Woodie 

P.S.: Martin, after I ended these words to you, I completed reading a new book, “Born of Conviction.” It 

was written by a native Mississippian Joseph T. Reiff. He details brilliantly the experience of 28 

courageous white Methodist ministers, who, in 1963, sought to speak to the racial context of their day. 

They issued a statement titled “Born of Conviction.” It called for a non-segregated society and affirmed 

the value of a desegregated public school system. Sadly, they paid a high price for such courage. I was 

inspired by their witness and I needed to be reminded of such courage often so overlooked. 

 

Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church receives $500,000 grant from the 

Pitts Foundation in Georgia 

The William I.H. and Lula E. Pitts Foundation awarded Global Ministries of the United Methodist 

Church a $500,000 grant in support of Global Ministries’ establishment of its new home in Atlanta, 

Georgia. The grant will be used to support the renovation and construction project of Global Ministries’ 

new offices at 458 Ponce De Leon Avenue in midtown Atlanta. The move to Atlanta—a catalyst for 

envisioning new ways to connect the church in mission—is a pivotal moment in the life of Global 

Ministries and the people with whom it serves.  

The Pitts Foundation grant-making process is deeply rooted in a family history of charitable giving 

dating back to the early 1900s. William I.H. Pitts and Margaret Adger Pitts, founders of the Pitts 

Foundation, have given away millions to Methodist causes and institutions, including the Candler 

School of Theology at Emory University, Open Door Community House, United Methodist Children’s 

Homes and Vashti Center for Children and Families. 



 
 

Global Ministries’ beginnings can be traced to predecessors dating from the early 19th century. The 

Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, begun in 1820 headquartered in New York City, 

was among the earliest of those agencies and focused on mission both within and outside the United 

States. Today, Global Ministries supports 350 missionaries in 60 countries, including the United States. 

It has personnel, projects, and partners in a total of 136 countries. 

Of particular significance in Atlanta will be the new Center for Mission Innovation and the new unit 

facilitating training. These two entities will 1) activate the exploration of best practices in missions both 

locally and globally, 2) equip individuals and groups to be relevant mission innovators in their own 

communities 3) develop learning experiences and collective wisdom in cutting edge priority areas of 

being the church. 

The Pitts Foundation grant bolsters Global Ministries’ vision and work in Georgia and demonstrates the 

Foundation’s commitment to charitable giving and The United Methodist Church. 

When asked about the Foundation’s gift, Thomas Kemper, Global Ministries General Secretary stated, 

“Becoming a Pitts Foundation grant recipient is an extraordinary honor because it not only means we are 

receiving grant funds but we are also cultivating a relationship with an organization dedicated to the 

church and its mission in Atlanta and the world.” 

Allen Mast, First Vice President and Leader of the Private Foundations Specialty Practice for Sun Trust 

Bank stated, “The Pitts Foundation is pleased to have the opportunity to support Global Ministries’ 

relocation to Atlanta and its critical work here in Georgia and around the globe. This is an important 

development in the life of the Methodist Church and a wonderful opportunity for Atlanta and the entire 

state. We welcome Global Ministries and its dedicated staff to our region.”  

To learn more about Global Ministries visit umcmission.org. To learn more about the William I.H. and 

Lula E. Pitts Foundation visit pittsfoundation.org.  

 

Let the Work of Christmas Begin 

FOCUS ON THE VISION 

DENISE WALTON 

By Dr. Howard Thurman 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and the princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 



 
 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among people, 

To make music in the heart. 

Taken from “The Work of Christmas” in The Mood of Christmas & Other Celebrations (1985) 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

Suffering and a few insights 

By Dr. Hal Brady 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled,” said Jesus (John 14:1). Yet our hearts are troubled. They are 

troubled on every level – personal, societal, national, and global. Practically everywhere we look today 

we see tragedy, disaster, and hear warnings of tragedies to come. 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled ...” Stating it another way, do not be nervous, anxious, or fearful. 

Normally, this kind of talk is meaningless to anyone to whom it is addressed. Here, however, the 

speaker is Jesus, and that makes it different. Essentially, Jesus is telling us to trust in God even when the 

way is not clear and the issues are beyond our understanding or grasp. 

Now, in the light of Jesus’ admonition to trust God, I want to focus today on the tragedies of life. 

First, God does not send the tragedies! Some years ago, when the “Death of God” theology was a fad, 

there was a bumper sticker that read, “My God is not dead; sorry about yours.” If I had a bumper sticker 

today, more than likely it would read, “My God is not cruel, sorry about yours.” 

One thing we people of faith and everybody else need to get clear is that human tragedy is not the will of 

God. As someone put it, tragedy happens because life happens. Some tragedies happen because of bad 

luck, some happen because of bad people, some are the inevitable consequences of our being mortal and 

living in a world of very inflexible natural laws and other tragedies are simply a mystery. 

So “why do good people suffer?” is the age-old question and there is no complete answer to this 

question. However, there is an equally age-old insight: people of faith have always been able to come 

through suffering victoriously. 

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org


 
 

Second, God is with us in our tragedy! Do you know what business I’m in? In all probability, it is the 

same as your business: words. In one way or another, we all deal in words. And like you, I have been in 

situations where words were impossible. They were totally inadequate. 

So let me ask you a question. Is it necessary that we always say something? If you have ever visited the 

family of a deceased person, I’m sure you know the answer to that question. Sometimes there is just no 

appropriate word, but our being there is the most appropriate thing anyway. Thus, the answer to the 

question is no, it is not necessary that we always say something. Repeating, just being there is usually 

good enough. 

Well, what about God? Is it necessary that God always say something? Do we, in fact, expect too much 

talk from God? Chances are that the answer to that question, for most of us, is an unqualified yes. 

But God’s promise is not to always be explaining to us. God’s promise is that He will always be with us. 

King David stated in that wonderful 23rd Psalm, “Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear 

no evil; for your rod and your staff – they comfort me” (Psalm 23:4). Note that King David is not 

speaking of God in terms of talk or explanation, but in terms of being present. And isn’t that the way of 

a true friend? 

Third, God is the last word concerning the tragedy! At the center of the Christian faith is the message 

of hope that God brings life out of death. The God who had the first word will also have the last word. 

As the scripture makes clear, “After the evening, the morning” (Genesis 1:5) and after the crucifixion, 

the resurrection (Luke 24:5). 

Perhaps the last word is the massive relief effort going on for the afflicted in tornadoes or floods or other 

tragic events. 

Perhaps the last word is that unforgotten search for peace that continues in a terroristic, war weary 

world. 

Perhaps the last word is the battle cry for justice in a world of injustice. 

Perhaps the last word is that amazing grace and resilience in people who experience tragedy and 

suffering. 

The late Dr. William Sloan Coffin, former pastor of Riverside Church in New York City, had a son who 

was killed in an automobile accident in Boston Harbor. Later, upon reflecting on it, he wrote, “The 

tragedy of human life is not that we suffer. What is tragic is suffering where nothing is learned, pain that 

doesn't get converted into strength.” 

So the great question in life is not, “Why did this happen to me?” but rather “Since this happened to me, 

what am I going to do about it?” 



 
 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

A wedding in Cana 

Winter Quarter: Sacred Gifts and Holy Gatherings 

Unit 2: Four Weddings and a Funeral 

Sunday school lesson for the week of January 24, 2016 

By Helen & Rev. Sam Rogers 

Lesson scripture: John 2:1-12 

The scriptures for the next two lessons are from the Gospel of John. John is very different from the three 

synoptic gospels – Matthew, Mark, and Luke. To run the risk of over-simplifying, John is more 

theological. All the gospels interpret who Jesus is and His mission on earth, but John does this work in 

very unique ways: in language, in chronology, and in the manner of presentation of the events of Jesus’ 

life on earth. Moreover, there are layers of meaning in each episode. 

The event this week is the marriage feast in Cana of Galilee. Jesus, Mary his mother, and his disciples 

have been invited. Like a wedding reception today, the giving of a party after the wedding was an 

important occasion. 

Across our 42 years of ministry, Sam officiated at many weddings. Most had receptions following; some 

were simple occasions in the church social hall, but many were elaborate affairs at country clubs or other 

exclusive venues. At all of them, food and drink were mandatory. Imagine running out of these elements 

of hospitality! How embarrassing! 

Such was the situation at Cana, a town not far from Nazareth. Mary brings the matter to Jesus’ attention. 

His initial response seems insensitive and even rude to Mary. He addresses her as “woman,” not mother, 

and then adds “what concern is that to you and me?” Guests aren’t responsible for providing the menu 

for a wedding feast.  

Jesus adds another statement: “My hour has not yet come.” Here begins the layering of John. We will 

learn “the hour” has to do with Jesus’ glorification, and His glorification is the crucifixion and 

resurrection. His public ministry has just begun, and Jesus is always sensitive to the Father’s will and 

plan. Note also, the address of Mary as “woman” is the same one He uses from the cross, when He 

commends her to John for care. (John 19:26) 

Obviously, Mary knew her son and instructs the servants “to do whatever he tells you.” Maybe she 

remembered that moment in Jerusalem when Jesus told her and Joseph, “Don’t you know I must be in 

my Father’s house.” (Luke 2:49) 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/


 
 

Jesus gives the order to take the very large jars used for purification: “fill them with water.” We’re 

talking about BIG jars! They held 20-30 gallons! More than our car’s gas tank! The next order was 

simple, “Draw a glass and take it the chief steward for a taste testing.” Is the wine okay to serve? Not 

only is the wine acceptable, it’s the very best! The steward compares it to what usually happens at a 

wedding – best first, second best last. Not this time! The best came last. Watch out – another layering! 

No one but Mary, the servants, and the disciples knew what had happened! Not the chief steward, not 

the bride and groom, not the other guests! 

Now John gives us the key word by identifying the event as a “sign.” For John, when Jesus does 

something that seems to be supernatural, a signpost is erected that points the way to Whom Jesus is. In 

the prologue, John states “the Word became flesh and lived among us.” Look for other signs along the 

journey of Him who is the way, the truth and the life. 

The location of this sign is at an ordinary human moment of a wedding, where two lives are joined as 

one and a new life partnership is created. Jesus always used ordinary moments, places, and people to do 

the Father’s work. Here is a multiple layering of John. An embarrassing moment at the feast is redeemed 

by what some will call a miracle, but not John! Perhaps John remembers the prophecy of Isaiah where 

salvation at the end of time is described as a party for the nations where good food is served in 

abundance and good wine flows freely. (Isaiah 25:6) 

This wedding feast, honoring the bride and groom, should not be tarnished with lack of proper 

provision. The plentiful supply of wine is typical of Him who said, “I have come that you might have 

life and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10) One commentator writes: “As a gift of Jesus, the wine is also 

significant; it is given at the end and it is so precious and copious that it is the eschatological gift of the 

Messiah.” The wine is a free gift of God in Jesus Christ that comes as grace at the conclusion of life. 

Another layer is the image of the marriage of God and humanity. The metaphor of Jesus as the 

bridegroom coming to His bride, the Church, is affirmed in this event, as well as elsewhere in scripture. 

Since the Gospel of John was the last of the gospels written, perhaps he had read Paul’s letters where the 

image is first stated. Whatever the source, the marriage of the couple at Cana become for John an 

ordinary moment in time pointing to eternity, when the broken relationship between God and humanity 

is healed in the courageous work of the Bridegroom giving His life for His bride, the Church. These 

signs of John always point to Jesus, Who He is and what He will do. 

A major layer of meaning of this scripture is hospitality. At the wedding, if the wine had run out, the 

guests would not have received the hospitality expected. In one of Paul’s lists of the gifts of the Spirit, 

the gift of hospitality becomes a hallmark of Christian life and action. In our United Methodist motto: 

“Open minds, Open doors, and Open hearts,” we have the secret of reaching out to all kinds of people. 

Acts of welcome, inclusion, and caring for human needs are at the heart of this gift. We may not turn 

water into wine, but we can turn rejection into acceptance, ill will into love, meanness into kindness, and 

exclusiveness into inclusiveness. These signs of hospitality will point to Him, Who has come for all to 

have the abundant life. 



 
 

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  

 

The death of a friend 

Winter Quarter: Sacred Gifts and Holy Gatherings 

Unit 2: Four Weddings and a Funeral 

Sunday school lesson for the week of January 31, 2016 

By Helen & Rev. Sam Rogers 

Lesson scripture: John 11:38-44 

Background scripture: John 11:1-44 

The second lesson from the Gospel of John describes another sign pointing to the glorification of Jesus. 

Remember, by glorification John means the death and resurrection of Jesus. Calling Lazarus out of the 

tomb is the precipitating event leading to the cross. Again, lots of layering is described in this ordinary 

moment of a grief-stricken family. 

The family is identified, and we have met them before. The sisters are Mary and Martha. Mary has 

figured in two events recorded in the Gospel. She upset her sister Martha when she sat listening to Jesus 

rather than helping in the kitchen preparing food. Mary is also the one, according to John, who poured 

oil on Jesus’ feet and wiped them with her hair. Jesus knows and loves this family deeply. 

The serious student needs to read the whole of chapter 11 of John, for if the study is limited to those 

verses listed for the lesson, much will be missed of John’s message. Please take time to read it all! In 

John, the raising of Lazarus becomes the reason for the plot to arrest, try, and convict Jesus. 

In this last sign in the Gospel, again we have an ordinary setting for an extraordinary moment. A good 

friend has become ill, and his sisters are concerned. They send word to Jesus and ask him to come. They 

know he has healed others and believe he can make Lazarus well again. Jesus delays! 

The reason for the delay is not clear. Jesus says Lazarus’ illness is not serious, yet we know it is. Jesus 

also hints something far more important is involved.  He then says, “Let’s go back to Judea, for our 

friend Lazarus has fallen asleep.” Like we use euphemisms when we talk about death, Jesus did too! 

Immediately, the disciples recognize danger in this journey and try to convince Jesus not to go, but He is 

determined. Thomas, whom we call the doubter, says “let’s go and die with Him!” 

On arrival in Bethany, they discover Lazarus has been dead four days. When Martha heard Jesus was 

coming, she goes out to meet him but Mary remains in the house. Her first comment to Jesus sounds like 

a criticism: “If you had been here, my brother would not have died!” Jesus responds, “Your brother will 

mailto:sgr3@cox.net


 
 

rise again.” She replies in the faith of her Hebrew teaching, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection 

at the last day.”  

To this testament of faith, Jesus declares: “I AM the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will 

live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

Mary’s response is clear and confirms all the signs Jesus has given, from the wedding in Cana until now: 

“Yes Lord…You are the Christ, the Son of God, who has come into the world.” 

The resurrection becomes personalized in Jesus – He is the resurrection! His use of the words “I am” 

recalls the words spoken on the mountain by God to Moses. There are several “I am” sayings in John, 

but none have the power of this word to Martha. 

Martha now sends word to Mary Jesus had come, and she rushes out to meet Him. Her friends, who 

have been grieving with her, go too. She also laments if Jesus had come sooner her brother would not 

have died. Together they all go to the tomb, a cave with a stone closing the entrance. The emotion is too 

much even for our Lord! John says, in the shortest verse in scripture, “Jesus wept!”  

When Jesus orders the stone rolled away, Martha raises the practical issue of the smell of decay. No 

doubt about the reality of death here! With a reminder to Martha of their earlier conversation, the stone 

is rolled away. 

Jesus prays. Knowing His relationship to the Father is secure and the line of power is open, He then 

shouts: “Lazarus, come out!” We love what Ellsworth Kalas says in the Disciple Bible Study: “If Jesus 

had not called Lazarus by name, everybody in the cemetery would have come to life!” Out comes 

Lazarus, still wrapped in the grave clothes. Jesus gives His final word: “Take off the grave clothes and 

let him go.”  

The witnesses spread the tale about what has happened. The shocking news reaches the leaders of the 

Sanhedrin, the supreme Jewish council, in Jerusalem. The Sanhedrin convenes, and the decision is made 

Jesus must die. By the way, these leaders also plot the death of Lazarus, who is too visible a sign of 

Jesus’ power and needs to be removed permanently. 

This episode is filled with levels of meaning for us. First, death is real. There is no pretense that Lazarus 

is not dead. The death of a loved one brings grief and sometimes anger, like the sisters, when we ask 

God, “Why?” Moreover, in Jesus’ epic “I am” saying, death is recognized as still part of human physical 

life. “Even though he die…” Our faith is not an escape from reality. 

Secondly, Jesus brings resurrection out of the future into the present. The personal relationship to Christ 

opens the door to a sustaining faith, which enables the believer to navigate life’s deepest hurts. The 

emphasis is on the total commitment of the believer. Jesus’ penetrating question to Martha is also 

addressed to us: “Do you believe?”  

Lastly, there is a fellowship of suffering. The fact that Mary and Martha were surrounded by friends 

reinforces the importance of just being there when someone is walking “through the valley of the 



 
 

shadow of death.” We don’t have to have pat answers and all the right words to be of comfort to the 

bereaved. Never belittle the simple gift of the ministry of presence in such a time. We cannot raise the 

dead, but we can bring love to those living; and such love is from Him, Who indeed is “the resurrection 

and the life.” 

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 1/18/2016 edition 

GBGM groundbreaking in Atlanta – Jan. 19 

In the fall of 2016, Global Ministries, the mission agency of The United Methodist Church, located in 

New York City for almost 200 years, will move to its new home in Atlanta. The move to Atlanta – a 

catalyst for envisioning new ways to connect the church in mission – is a pivotal moment in the life of 

Global Ministries and the people with whom it serves. In March 2015, Global Ministries purchased 

property from Grace United Methodist Church at 458 Ponce De Leon Avenue, where Grace and Global 

Ministries will share common space. A groundbreaking ceremony is scheduled for Jan. 19, 2016 at 2 

p.m., at Grace UMC, where Global Ministries’ staff will celebrate with Atlanta community leaders and 

partner organizations. Click here to learn more and RSVP to the event. 

Buddy Sullivan lecture – Jan. 19 

Local author and historian Buddy Sullivan will lecture at the Moore Methodist Museum at Epworth By 

The Sea on Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2016, at 2 p.m. The topic is Life, Labor & Landscape: Ecology as History 

Along the Georgia Coast. Cost is $20 per person with all proceeds benefitting the Museum and its 

Ministry of Memory. Tickets may be purchased at the Museum or by calling (912) 638-4050. Seating is 

limited. 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – Jan. 21 

A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m on Thursday, Jan. 21, 2016, at Tifton 

First United Methodist Church. Email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com with questions.  

Prayer Vigil for General Conference – Jan. 22 

Jan. 1 kicked off 131 days of continual prayer for the General Conference of The United Methodist 

Church (#UMCGC), which meets May 10-20, 2016, in Portland, Oregon. The quadrennial legislative 

event begins 131 days after the New Year. By coincidence, there are 131 annual (regional) conferences 

in The United Methodist Church. The Council of Bishops has invited each of the annual conferences to 

host a 24-hour prayer effort on a specific date, with the intent of creating a groundswell of prayer in the 

days leading up to the General Conference. It is up to each conference to choose an available date and 

then design their own format for the prayer effort. The South Georgia Conference's 24-hour prayer vigil 

is set for Friday, Jan. 22. Click here to read more. 

mailto:sgr3@cox.net
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Winter Conference at Epworth By The Sea – Jan. 31-Feb. 3 

Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island will host a winter conference, “Unite,” Jan. 31 - Feb. 2, 2016. 

The focus is to "Unite" in spiritual formation and worship, bridging barriers of separation to be a greater 

witness to the world. The conference includes evening worship and morning Bible teaching. Co-leading 

worship each night will be the Rev. Jay Hanson from the Chapel United Methodist Church and the Rev. 

David Yarborough from St. Simons Community Church along with their worship teams. The Bible 

study will be taught by renowned Bible scholar Dr. J. D. Walt, former Chaplain of Asbury Theological 

Seminary who now serves as the Chief Sower and ultimate visionary behind www.seedbed.com. Two 

CEU units will be awarded. Make your room reservation early to ensure your choice of 

accommodations. Click here to make your room reservation and register through Epworth By The Sea. 

Wesley Community Centers’ Love Walk – Feb. 13  

On Saturday, Feb. 13, 2016, Wesley Community Centers of Savannah, Inc. will host its annual Love 

Walk. The 3.6K walk kicks off at 9 a.m. at Wesley (1601 Drayton Street, Savannah). Join them for 

rallies, door prizes, a silent auction, entertainment, and fellowship. Funds raised support programs that 

directly impact homeless and low income women, children, and families. "It’s a Love Thang!" For more 

information, call (912) 236-4226, visit www.wesleyctrs-savh.org, or find us on Facebook. 

Andrew College Sunday – Feb. 14 

Founded in January 1854, Andrew College has continuously provided an academically challenging 

liberal arts education within a nurturing community for more than 160 years. A member of the South 

Georgia Conference, Andrew strives to inspire academic and spiritual growth across its historic 40-acre 

campus. The qualified faculty and caring staff engage with students in an intimate setting to encourage a 

lifelong love of learning and a strong sense of civic leadership. Students are regularly invited to 

strengthen their Christian discipleship through weekly chapel services and participation in a myriad of 

religious offerings. Andrew Sunday seeks to gain support for the College and identify prospective 

students. To learn more about Andrew College – a United-Methodist affiliated institution in Cuthbert, 

Georgia – visit www.andrewcollege.edu.  

A night with Jack Gafford – Feb. 20 

Centerville UMM invites you to join us Saturday, Feb. 20, 20 for a fellowship dinner, special music, and 

personal message by country singer Jack Gafford. Jack is a seasoned country music singer known for 

stirring peoples’ emotions with his warm baritone voice.  Jack effortlessly puts the soul back into music. 

Listen to samples of his music at jackgafford.com/music.html. Dinner will begin at 5 p.m. with Jack’s 

presentation to follow. The cost of dinner is $10. A love offering will be collected to cover Jack’s travel 

expenses. RSVP by Jan. 30 to cvilleumc@windsrteam.net, or call the Centerville UMC church office at 

(478) 953-3090. The Centerville UMM look forward to having your group join us at this memorable 

evening of fellowship, music, and personal growth. 

Volunteers in Mission Awareness Sunday – Feb. 21 

United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) exists to promote, encourage, and enable Christians 

to exemplify “Christian Love In Action” through short-term mission service in the United States and 

https://www.hform.com/form.cgi?10870387
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abroad. UMVIM provides opportunities for service by developing and nurturing relationships with 

domestic and international leaders. They continually nurture their contacts with these leaders to respond 

to the needs of local communities and to provide comprehensive project information. You can help 

support the work of UMVIM in the South Georgia Conference by giving an offering to support this vital 

ministry on this special Sunday. 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – Feb. 25 

A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m on Thursday, Feb. 25, 2016, at 

Epworth By The Sea. Email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com with questions. 

Kingdom Builders Promotion Sunday – Feb. 28 

In the 1960s, Kingdom Builders was established to offer people across the South Georgia Conference a 

way to support new church development. New and Revitalized Congregational Development (NRCD) 

has grown out of that club. In 2002, the Office of New and Revitalized Congregational Development of 

the South Georgia Conference of the United Methodist Church was birthed. NRCD seeks to bring gifted 

leaders, called by God to churches and communities in need, to provide financial support to birth new 

congregations and to revitalize declining congregations. These congregations include new 

congregations, revitalized congregations and Hispanic congregations. Dr. Hugo Magallanes, along with 

Rev. Felipe Ricardo and Rev. Daniel Medina, lead NRCD Hispanic Ministries. The Giving Clubs of 

NRCD (Kingdom Builders, New Congregational Supporters, Vision Promoters and New Congregational 

Planters) are helping to bring financial support to all of our congregations. For those who have been a 

faithful supporter of Kingdom Builders, thank you! For those of you who have not yet begun to support 

this important ministry, I invite you to partner with us as we seek to offer exciting worship opportunities 

to people across South Georgia! Click here to download a Kingdom Builder support form. 

Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat – March 4-6 

Designed for students in the fifth grade and above, the “Join the Journey” Confirmation Retreat, set for 

March 4-6, 2016, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island, will provide churches of all sizes an 

opportunity to connect with others through worship, study, and fellowship. The event will also include 

large group gatherings around the church seasons and breakout sessions with topics of grace, United 

Methodist History and United Methodist lingo as well as a “Holy Club” highlight. Not meant to be the 

only confirmation youth go through, the Confirmation Retreat should be complimentary to what a 

church is or will be doing. For more information, call 888-266-7642 or email Suzanne Akins 

(suzanne@sgaumc.com) or Allison Lindsey (allison@sgaumc.com).  

South Georgia Clergy Spouse Retreat – March 18-20 

Save the date! The South Georgia Clergy Spouse Retreat is set for Friday, March 18 through Sunday, 

March 20 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. The theme is “Under the Big Top.” 

 

United Methodist Connectional FCU college scholarships available 
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Are you or do you know a member age 17-35 who is attending or planning to attend college and attend 

church in in one of the four conferences? If so, please let them know about your Credit Union’s college 

scholarship program. Four winning applicants, one from each of our four conferences, Florida, North 

Georgia, South Georgia, and Alabama-West Florida, will receive a $1,000 scholarship each. 

Applicants will need to meet the following requirements: 

1. Be a Credit Union Member in Good Standing: 

 Joining requires a $25 initial deposit into a share/savings account, but once you’re a 

member, you can easily open a checking account, get a debit card and enroll in online 

banking so you’ll be all ready with the right financial tool kit. 

 

2. Submit a 500-word essay: 

 Write an essay that answers the following questions: 

o Why should United Methodist church members belong to UMC FCU? 

o What does the Credit Union offer them and the Methodist Community? 

 

3. Complete and submit the application and essay no later than April 29, 2016. 

Click here to download the 2016 UMC FCU Scholarship application. 

If you have any questions regarding the scholarship program, contact us at 1-800-282-9368 (Georgia) or 

1-866-687-2136 (Florida). 

*Scholarship applications will be judged by outside, impartial judge(s). No person related to staff or 

volunteers of the UMC FCU will be eligible to receive this scholarship award. Past winners are not 

eligible. 

 

OBITUARIES 

Mrs. Janis Kenney 

Janis Celeste Roberson Kenney, 77, passed away Monday, Jan. 4, 2016, after a lifetime of service to 

others in education and in ministry. 

She was born in Appling County, Ga., and raised in Glynn County/Brunswick, Ga. 

Mrs. Kenney graduated with honors from Glynn Academy High School in 1956. 

She earned a Bachelor of Science in education from the University of Georgia in 1960 with a specialty 

in mathematics. 

During the summer of 1959, Mrs. Kenney took part in a missions trip to Camaguey, Cuba. 

https://www.unitedmethodistcu.com/forms_app/scholarship-application.pdf


 
 

In 1961, Mrs. Kenney received a Master of Christian Education from Candler School of Theology, 

Emory University. 

During this time, Mrs. Kenney was both Director of Christian Education and Financial Secretary at St. 

James United Methodist Church, Atlanta, Ga. 

While here, she met and married her husband, the Rev. James Calvin Kenney Sr. in July 1962. 

In 1972, Mrs. Kenney received her Master of Science in Education from Valdosta State College. 

While raising four children, she enjoyed a 30-year career as a high school mathematics teacher. 

In 1983, she received specialty training in work with gifted students. 

In 1995, Mrs. Kenney retired from teaching. 

She and her husband Jim, a United Methodist minister, served churches in seven of the then nine 

districts of the South Georgia Conference. Most recently she was a member of Jekyll Island UMC. 

Mrs. Kenney is remembered for her love of music, which began with participation in high school and 

college glee clubs and continued with active involvement in church choirs. Her Christian influence was 

appreciated as Chair of the South Georgia Conference (UMC) Committee on Missions as well as 

member of several district and conference level Council on Ministries groups. 

As an active member of the United Methodist Women (UMW), she held leadership roles on conference 

and district leadership teams. 

Mrs. Kenney is survived by her husband of 53 years and by three of her four children: son, James Calvin 

Kenney Jr. of Brunswick, Ga.; two daughters, Celeste Marie Kenney of Brunswick, Ga., and Carole 

Kenney Lee (Tom) of Willow Springs, Ill.; daughter-in-love, Janet Mabry Kenney Jacobs (David) of 

Opelika, Ala.; grandson, Andrew James Kenney of Birmingham, Ala.; and granddaughter, Caitlyn 

Kristina Lee of Willow Springs, Ill. 

Mrs. Kenney was preceded in death by son, Christopher Edwin Kenney; as well as brother, Arvis 

Roberson; and parents, Louis Edwin (L.E.) and Mildred Johns Roberson of Jekyll Island, Ga. 

The memorial service for Janis Celeste Roberson Kenney was held on Saturday, Jan. 9, 2016, at 

Brunswick First United Methodist Church. 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays - February  

 

2/01 – Rodney Body: 1205 North Palm Dr.; Plant City, FL 33563 



 
 

2/03 – Eugene Barlow: 605 Victoria Circle; Warner Robins, GA 31088 

2/03 – David Barton: PO Box 497; Talbotton, GA 31827 

2/03 – Wesley Jones, Jr.: 122 Woodland Terrace; Moulton, AL 35650 

2/04 – John Bagwell: 5300 Zebulon Rd., Apt. 2226; Macon, GA 31210 

2/04 – Bob Dixon: 1808 E. Washington St.; Thomasville, GA 31792  

2/06 – Robert Buckles: 5429 Sirius Dr.; Wilmington, NC 28405 

2/07 – George Anderson: 1298 Diamond Rd.; Dixon Mills, AL 36736 

2/07 – Bill Brown: 109 Woodlawn Dr.; Statesboro, GA 30458 

2/09 – John O’Connor: 116 Jeb Circle; Fitzgerald, GA 31750 

2/10 – Paul Best: PO Box 747; Social Circle, GA 30025 

2/10 – Bill Reincheld: PO Box 13131; Jekyll Island, GA 31527  

2/10 – Tommy Veal: 340 Pine Hill Rd.; Dublin, GA 31021 

2/11 – Robert Poston: 105 Hawk Hammock Dr.; Springfield, GA 31329 

2/12 – Robert Bean: 326 Wildsmith Dr.; Brunswick, GA 31525 

2/14 – Jim Jensen: 4323 15th St.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 

2/19 – Don Proctor: 106 Ingham St.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 

2/20 – C.G. Haugabook, Jr.: 215 Walters St.; Plains, GA 31780 

2/20 – David Hudson: PO Box 521; Portal, GA 30450 

2/20 – Lee Pulliam: 16702 Ollifftown; Metter, GA 30439 

2/21 – Jim Duvall: 9108 Brighton Place; Savannah, GA 31406 

2/24 – Tommy McCook, Jr.: 93 Edgewater Dr.; Midway, GA 31320 

2/24 – Marcelle Myers: 900 Norris St.; St. Marys, GA 31558 

2/25 – Wesley Jones: 5942 Plantation Villa Dr. N.; Macon, GA 31210 

2/27 – Ed Cadle: 163 Robin Rd.; Guyton, GA 31312 

2/27 – Jim Osborn: 310 Slash Pine Dr.; Broxton, GA 31519  

2/27 – Donald Sparks: PO Box 407; Portal, GA 30450 

 

Scripture Readings – Jan. 18 

Jan. 24 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

Psalm 19 (UMH 750) 

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

Luke 4:14-21 

Jan. 31 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Psalm 71:1-6 (UMH 794) 



 
 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

Luke 4:21-30 

Feb. 2 

Presentation of the Lord/Candlemas 
Malachi 3:1-4 

Psalm 84 or 24:7-10 (UMH 755) 

Hebrews 2:14-18 

Luke 2:22-40 

Feb. 7 

Transfiguration Sunday/Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Exodus 34:29-35 

Psalm 99 (UMH 819) 

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 

Luke 9:2-36 (37-43a) 

 

MAYBE SO … 

Dear Editor,  

Children’s time here at Utmost United Methodist Church is often sprinkled with humor. Usually our 

pastor, Rev. Mostly Wright, does it. But during Christmas he had other staff members take a turn.  

Barry Tone had one of the most interesting ones. In a very engaging manner he told the story of the 

Nativity. The children entered the story with enthusiasm. In the familiar parts and Barry asked them to 

fill in the “blanks.”  

The congregation was as engaged as the children. When he got to the part about the Wise Men, Barry 

said, “The Wise Men had seen this unusual star. They knew it meant something special. So they 

followed it until it tinkled over the manger where Jesus lay...”  

When Barry said “...tinkled over the manger…” two of the children snickered. Barry looked puzzled but 

went on with the story. It wasn’t until afterward when Rev. Wright repeated it that Barry knew why they 

were amused. My, was he embarrassed! 

Rev Wright said, “It is easy to let a slip of the tongue get you in trouble. I once complimented a couple 

on their lovely grandchildren. As it turns out they were their own children, born late in life.” 

Until next time… 

Homer Heardmore 

Rhodes Crossing, Ga. 


