
 
 

 

 

SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE – JUNE 13 EDITION  

 

Pray for Orlando 

The work and business we do at Annual Conference is important, but nothing is more important than 

loving, caring for, and serving one another. 

Let us remember and pray for our brothers and sisters in Orlando and around the country as they heal 

and mourn. 

Council President: Statement on the Orlando shooting 

Bishop Bruce R. Ough, president of the United Methodist Council of Bishops, issued the following 

statement about the June 12 mass shooting in Orlando, Fla.: 

United Methodists across the world are horrified by the despicable act of terrorism in Orlando, Florida, 

that took the lives of 49 individuals and wounded 53 others. 

We are in shock. We join those who grieve. We pray for the victims, their families, and the LGBTQ 

community targeted by this hateful attack. We stand against all forms of violence, committed anywhere 

in the world by anyone. 

We stand with our Muslim brothers and sisters who have condemned this heinous act. We pledge to 

work together to overcome evil with good, terrorism with peace, hatred with love, and inequity with 

justice. 

We commend the Florida Annual Conference as they gather this week in Orlando. They, along with 

Bishop Ken Carter, are our connectional presence in the midst of this tragedy. We pray that God will 

work through them to be a source of Christ’s witness, reconciliation and healing to the brokenness of an 

entire community. 

As the people called United Methodist, let us not lose heart, but redouble our commitment and efforts to 

fulfill God’s vision of the Beloved Community throughout the world. As we combat evil, let us not let 

evil fill our hearts. As we struggle to end violence, let us not let violence become our way of life. As we 

battle terrorism, let us not become terrorists in the process. As we seek to be vigilant, let us not let fear 

curtail our hospitality. As we pray for peace, let it begin within our own spirits. 



 
 

In the peace of the Lord, 

Bishop Bruce R. Ough 

President, United Methodist Council of Bishops 

 

Florida bishop responds to massacre 

Florida Area Bishop Kenneth Carter, Jr. is urging churches to share the message of God’s unconditional 

love after the deadliest shooting in U.S. history. 

The early-morning massacre at an Orlando gay nightclub has left at least 50 dead and 53 injured. Long 

before the tragedy, Florida United Methodists had planned to meet June 16-18 in Orlando for 

their annual conference session. 

Here is Carter’s statement: 

“Today I am lifting up the clergy and laity who will lead worship in our #Orlando churches. May you 

announce God's unconditional love for all people and God's desire for nonviolence through Jesus Christ, 

who is our peace. 

“And as United Methodists from across Florida travel to Orlando for annual conference this week, I 

hope we can discover creative, pastoral and grace-filled ways to bear witness to all – including lesbian, 

gay, bisexual and transgender persons – that together we are God's beloved children. With thousands of 

us gathered in Orlando this week, what if God is calling us to be a part of the healing? 

“As we gather for annual conference, I know that we will offer an expression of peace, healing and 

solidarity with the Orlando community.” 

 

2016 Annual Conference full of celebration and commemoration 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Each year, Annual Conference is a time to worship, fellowship, and conduct the business of the 

conference. This year, South Georgia United Methodists also celebrated Bishop James King’s eight 

years of ministry as episcopal leader of the South Georgia Conference and the conference’s 150th 

anniversary. 

It was a session full of celebration and commemoration, with an Evening of Entertainment featuring 

musician Buddy Greene honoring Rose and Bishop King, and much-loved history moments presented 

http://www.flumc.org/annualconference2016
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/orlando?source=feed_text&story_id=10209534281144414


 
 

by Rev. Dave Hanson. The conference also celebrated as five individuals were commissioned as 

probationary clergy members and three were ordained as full Conference members.  

Meeting under the theme “Testify and Multiply” from Acts 2:40-41, this year’s Annual Conference 

session was held June 8 through June 11 at the University of Georgia Tifton Conference Center and 

emphasized the timeless value of witnessing. 

During Wednesday evening’s opening worship service, Bishop King, presiding over his eighth and final 

Annual Conference session in South Georgia, introduced the conference theme and emphasized the 

importance of sharing faith stories and love with others.  

“When you feed people with the love of God … they will come,” he said. “Use your testimony to testify. 

If you say you are a Christian, you should have a story to tell!” 

The heart of the Church’s mission is to make disciples, he said. 

“So I say to you, Beautiful People, all of us have a story to share. And that story is our witness platform 

that God has given us to testify. Do you have a story? Tell the story and grow the kingdom of God and 

glorify God! Tell the story and testify and multiply!” 

Teaching moments and evangelism tools 

The theme was woven throughout the Annual Conference session as Dr. Winston Worrell, director of 

World Methodist Evangelism Institute; Dr. Laceye Warner, Associate Professor of the Practice of 

Evangelism and Methodist Studies at Duke Divinity School; and Dr. Michael McQueen, senior pastor of 

St. James United Methodist Church in Alpharetta, gave several examples of traditional testifying 

methodologies and patterns for faith sharing. 

“The best way to testify is to testify,” said Dr. Worrell during his Wednesday morning teaching moment. 

“There are no shortcuts. The only way to learn to share my faith is to share my faith. … The only way 

some people will hear this good news is if you and I will testify.” 

Action steps for congregational growth were also shared during Friday’s Fruitfulness in Evangelism 

panel discussion, moderated by Rev. Jay Hanson, director of Congregational Development. Five clergy 

– Rev. Antonie Walker, Rev. Leigh Anne Raynor, Rev. Hale Bishop, Rev. Matt Hearn, and Rev. Jim 

Cowart – each shared two key tools for evangelism and growth.  

After having pledged on Wednesday to increase average weekly worship attendance by 10 percent by 

Jan. 2018, clergy and lay attendees were given 10 action steps for 10 percent growth: 1) Reach and 

teach, 2) Do you see what I see, 3) Raise the bar, 4) Marketing strategies, 5) Stop waiting on uninvited 

guests, 6) Simplify, 7) Use every tool in the box, 8) Plan for success, 9) Plan for growth, and 10) Start 

preaching for life change. 

“Be clear about your objective,” Rev. Hanson said as he closed the panel discussion. “Be obsessively 

intentional on pursuing it.” 



 
 

Motions made and approved 

Four motions were made and approved by the 2016 Annual Conference.  

One, made by Rev. Jay Hanson, director of Congregational Development and lead pastor of The Chapel 

in Brunswick, set a goal for the conference to increase its average weekly worship attendance by 10 

percent by January 2018. The Office of Congregational Development has plans in place to help put this 

motion into action during the next two years. 

Another motion, made by Rev. V.L. Daughtery, a retired clergy in the South Central District, requested 

that Bishop King convey to the Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church a request that a 

previous quadrennial study on human sexuality ordered by a previous General Conference be read, 

studied, and evaluated by the members of the Council of Bishops before any new study is ordered, a 

committee appointed as ordered by the 2016 General Conference, or a called General Conference is 

undertaken. 

A third motion, made by Rev. Robert Beckum, senior pastor of St. Luke United Methodist Church in 

Columbus, asked that the Resident Bishop of the South Georgia Conference not receive, for appointment 

or transfer, clergy who have publicly stated their intent to disregard the current language of the “Book of 

Discipline” regarding human sexuality.  

During the trustees report on Friday, Rev. Daughtery made a motion recommending that funds from the 

sale of the superannuate homes be given to the Board of Pensions for them to determine where it would 

do the most good. 

The business of Annual Conference 

Other important business of the Annual Conference was attended to during plenary sessions. 

During Wednesday afternoon’s plenary session, attendees heard the Lay Leader’s address, given by 

conference lay leader Gloria Morgan. Morgan reminded laity that they are equipped, empowered and 

inspired to enthusiastically make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  

“It’s up to us, the laity, to become more involved,” she said. “Laity and clergy must work together to 

accomplish great things for the South Georgia Annual Conference.” 

The conference also celebrated the 150th session of the South Georgia Conference by watching a video 

produced by the Archives and History staff and listened to South Georgia Conference History Moments 

by Rev. Dave Hanson. Click here to watch the video. Click here to read the full texts of Rev. Hanson’s 

History Moments.  

During Thursday’s business session, the conference approved changes to the Standing Rules of the 

Conference, which creates a new task force on Hispanic Ministries, changes the name of New and 

Revitalized Congregational Development to Congregational Development, allows for the creation of 

task groups for Congregational Development, and directs the proceeds of abandoned or discontinued 

https://vimeo.com/169907043
http://www.sgaumc.org/advnewsdetail/the-south-georgia-conference-s-historical-moments-5014307
http://www.sgaumc.org/advnewsdetail/the-south-georgia-conference-s-historical-moments-5014307


 
 

property to go first toward any unpaid debt to the South Georgia Conference for pensions and health 

benefits already paid by the conference on behalf of the discontinued church. 

On Friday afternoon, Denman Evangelism Awards were presented to Kristian Jowers, a youth from 

Whigham United Methodist Church in the Southwest District; Warren Jones, a lay person from New 

Covenant United Methodist Church in the Coastal District; and Rev. Jay Hanson, senior pastor at The 

Chapel Brunswick in the Coastal District. 

During the four-day session, the Conference heard a report from the General Conference delegation 

about the 2016 General Conference Session; took action on six church closings; celebrated the ministry 

of Congregational Development; heard a report from the Office of Connectional Ministries; heard the 

Board of Ordained Ministry report; recognized clergy who faithfully serve beyond the local church in an 

extension ministry appointment; received clergy into provisional membership and full conference 

membership; heard a report on the Young Clergy Academy; approved the Equitable Compensation 

eport; heard the report of the conference personnel committee; approved the Board of Pensions and 

Health Benefits reports as well as the HealthFlex report; heard an update on the new Conference Center; 

approved the nominations report; heard about the work of Global Ministries from Rev. Thomas Kemper, 

Global Ministries General Secretary; celebrated the ministry of seven pastors who have served 50 years 

in ministry; honored 24 retiring pastors; nominated persons to the Jurisdictional Pool for consideration 

to serve on General boards and agencies and Jurisdictional committees; heard about an exciting laundry 

ministry, Loads of Love, started by Caroline Gowan, a teenager from Bonaire United Methodist Church; 

approved a 2017 budget of $10,493,427; heard reports from the United Methodist Foundation, Epworth 

By The Sea, Pastor’s School and the United Methodist Connectional Federal Credit Union; recognized 

138 four-star and 41 five-star pastors; celebrated with individuals and churches who have received 

awards from various agencies and ministries throughout the conference; heard a report from Bill 

Hatcher, chair of the Episcopacy Committee, about the episcopal transition; showed appreciation for the 

hard work and gracious hospitality of the South Central District and the Tifton Local Arrangements 

Committee as well as the Conference Worship Committee, Conference Secretary and all of those who 

work to put on Annual Conference; and accepted an invitation to hold the 2017 Annual Conference 

session on Jekyll Island June 4-7. 

Throughout the Annual Conference session, attendees heard Amplify moments – short videos that share 

the fruits of conference ministries through personal testimonies of those that have had or are having life 

transforming experiences through Jesus Christ and the work of these ministries. Click here to watch the 

videos. 

South Georgia United Methodists were generous in their giving to missions and ministry. Giving totals 

to the 2017 offerings were: Special Offering for Global Ministries: $17,911.26; Special Relief: 

$3,975.02; Ministerial Education Fund: $2,860.90. 

Services of Worship 

http://www.sgaumc.org/advconnmindetail/amplify-videos-tell-stories-of-changed-lives-5014391
http://www.sgaumc.org/advconnmindetail/amplify-videos-tell-stories-of-changed-lives-5014391


 
 

On Thursday afternoon, a memorial service was held to honor the 28 faithful clergy and clergy spouses 

who have died since the 2015 Annual Conference session. Rev. Don Adams gave a moving message as 

he remembered those who have gone before us. 

“Each of these people responded to God’s ‘tap on the shoulder,’” Rev. Adams said. “We say thank you 

to Jesus for tapping these dear ones on the shoulder. And we say thank you to them for responding in 

faithful obedience. Many lives – many of our lives – are different today because they said yes.” 

On Saturday morning, the Conference gathered for the service of Ordination and Commissioning. 

Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett, resident bishop of the North Alabama Episcopal Area, gave those being 

ordained and commissioned four words to remember as they continue their ministries. 

“Journey to the One,” she said. “Journey to the one who is our savior and redeemer … and as you 

journey frequently to Jesus, you will have many reasons to testify, and you will feel compelled to go to 

the next one (person) for Him and to share the good news of Jesus Christ and to multiply as Christ 

followers in this world. Journey to the One. Now, and today, and the next day, and the next.” 

In her message, Bishop Wallace-Padgett said that it’s not easy to serve as clergy in twenty-first century 

America. But turning to Jesus daily is key. 

“We are wise to often journey to Jesus to gain insight, and wisdom, and strength, and grace, and power, 

and resilience, and whatever else we need in order to be effective leaders, because the truth is, ministry 

is not about us, it’s about Christ,” she said. “It’s about the one being served. We do not have to do it 

alone. In fact, to journey to the One is our lifetime vocation, whether we’re clergy or lay.” 

Bishop King, assisted by Bishop Wallace-Padgett, presided over the ordinal rites. Gloria Morgan 

represented the laity and Rev. Jimmy Towson, chairman of the Board of Ordained Ministry, observed 

the ordinal rites. Rev. Jonathan Smith and Rev. Meg Procopio represented the Orders of Elders and 

Deacon. 

Annual Conference 2016 ended with a Service of Sending Forth as Bishop King encouraged each person 

to grow a Christlike world. 

“You can’t grow a Christlike world by being a settler. We are not settlers,” he said. “We must do all that 

we can for as long as we can to grow a Christlike world. 

“Practice these (Ten Timeless) Values with intentional regularity as often as possible. Testify and 

multiply. That’s how a Christlike world grows.” 

South Georgia by the numbers 

Membership stands at 116,733, down 2,111 from the previous year. Worship attendance stands at 

49,424, down 854. Church school attendance stands at 33,398, down 1 from 2015. 

The 2017 Annual Conference session will be held June 4-7, on Jekyll Island. 



 
 

More detailed recaps of each day’s events, including listings of who was ordained and commissioned, those who 

retired, and the ministers and spouses who were remembered during the memorial service, can be found at 

www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  

 

2016-2017 Appointments 

On Saturday, June 11, Bishop James King fixed the 2016-2017 pastoral appointments for the South 

Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church. 

 

Click here to view the clergy appointments for 2016-2017. 

Please note: if you find a discrepancy in the appointment list, please contact your district office. 

 

Conference encouraged, given tools, to Testify and Multiply 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

With the theme “Testify and Multiply” from Acts 2:40-41, which says, “And he testified with many 

other arguments and exhorted them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ So those 

who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added,” this 

year’s Annual Conference session emphasized the timeless value of witnessing. 

The theme was woven throughout the Annual Conference session as Bishop James King, Rev. Dr. 

Winston Worrell, director of World Methodist Evangelism Institute; Dr. Laceye Warner, Associate 

Professor of the Practice of Evangelism and Methodist Studies at Duke Divinity School; and Dr. 

Michael McQueen, senior pastor of St. James United Methodist Church in Alpharetta, gave several 

examples of traditional testifying methodologies and patterns for faith sharing. 

“The best way to testify is to testify,” said Dr. Worrell during his Wednesday morning teaching moment. 

“There are no shortcuts. The only way to learn to share my faith is to share my faith. … The only way 

some people will hear this good news is if you and I will testify.” 

During the day’s plenary session, the conference approved a motion made by Rev. Jay Hanson, director 

of Congregational Development and lead pastor of The Chapel in Brunswick, to set a goal for the 

conference to increase its average weekly worship attendance by 10 percent by January 2018.  

In his second teaching moment Dr. Worrell referenced the 10 percent growth goal and encouraged 

attendees to strive to build relationships to grow the kingdom of God. “To build the 10 percent we’re 

talking about, we have to build new relationships,” he said. “We have to go outside the norm … We 

have to go where people are to share our faith.” 

http://www.sgaumc.org/annualconference
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/files_library/2016-2017+appointments.pdf


 
 

During Wednesday evening’s opening worship service, Bishop King introduced the conference theme 

and emphasized the importance of sharing faith stories and love with others.  

“When you feed people with the love of God … they will come,” he said. “Use your testimony to testify. 

If you say you are a Christian, you should have a story to tell!” 

The heart of the Church’s mission is to make disciples, he said. 

“So I say to you, Beautiful People, all of us have a story to share. And that story is our witness platform 

that God has given us to testify. Do you have a story? Tell the story and grow the kingdom of God and 

glorify God! Tell the story and testify and multiply!” 

During her two teaching moments on Thursday, Dr. Warner led attendees in a study of the commission 

texts and statements within the four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

“We are all commissioned to evangelistic ministry by our baptism,” she said. “Disciples are not born. 

They are made – cultivated – over a lifetime.” 

Dr. McQueen gave practical examples for faith sharing and witnessing in “Evangelism for the 21st 

Century: Taking it to the Streets.”  

“It takes a disciple to make a disciple,” he said. “We are the light of the world… Don’t you give up. 

You’re here to be a witness. You’re saved for a reason.” 

He also gave seven reasons why people may not be attending church and suggested that clergy and lay 

leaders take a close look at their churches and congregations: dry/dull worship experience, not 

youth/children friendly, not invited, lack of parking, bad location/lack of visibility, no community 

presence, lack of Internet and social media presence.  

“You have to come to worship so that others may worship,” Dr. McQueen said. “Have an atmosphere 

where people want to come every Sunday.” 

He closed by giving his four Ps for successful evangelism: pray (with power and purpose), prepare/plan, 

people, and passion. 

“He is a practitioner teaching us practical applications for evangelism,” Bishop King said of Dr. 

McQueen. “He is living what he is preaching and teaching.” 

Action steps for congregational growth were also shared during Friday’s Fruitfulness in Evangelism 

panel discussion, moderated by Rev. Jay Hanson, director of Congregational Development.  

Rev. Hanson said that, as of January 2016, average weekly worship attendance in the South Georgia 

Conference is 49,424, down 854 from last year. Reaching the Conference’s goal of a 10 percent increase 

in weekly worship attendance by January 2018 would bring that number to 54,366. 



 
 

“God can do amazing things in and through South Georgia Methodists when we are united behind a 

single great goal,” he said.  

Five clergy – Rev. Antonie Walker, Rev. Leigh Anne Raynor, Rev. Hale Bishop, Rev. Matt Hearn, and 

Rev. Jim Cowart – each shared two key tools for evangelism and growth and together gave clergy and 

lay attendees 10 action steps for 10 percent growth: 1) Reach and teach, 2) Do you see what I see, 3) 

Raise the bar, 4) Marketing strategies, 5) Stop waiting on uninvited guests, 6) Simplify, 7) Use every 

tool in the box, 8) Plan for success, 9) Plan for growth, and 10) Start preaching for life change. 

“Be clear about your objective,” Rev. Hanson said as he closed the panel discussion. “Be obsessively 

intentional on pursuing it.” 

Rev. Kirk Hagan, pastor of Wrightsville First United Methodist Church, took to social media to thank 

Rev. Hanson and the Fruitfulness in Evangelism panel, tweeting, “Huge thanks to @jaydhanson and the 

folks on the 10 for 10 conversation this afternoon at #SGAUMC Annual Conf! Best 30 mins of AC.” 

Rev. Hagan said he is grateful to have been challenged to increase his congregation’s weekly worship 

attendance by 10 percent by 2018 and to then have that challenge followed up with practical advice and 

reminders about how to fulfill the goal.  

“Many of the suggestions I had heard before, but in the midst of the business of Annual Conference it is 

easy to forget what the local church is here to do – share the good news of Christ,” he said. “Being able 

to hear strategies and ideas with my lay delegate was a conversation starter for us. I look forward to 

what they will help produce in the life of our community and church.”   

 

Motion passed to “close loophole” in “Book of Discipline” 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

The South Georgia Annual Conference on June 10 passed a motion asking that their Resident Bishop not 

receive, for appointment or transfer, clergy who have publicly stated their intent to disregard the current 

language of the “Book of Discipline” regarding human sexuality.  

Submitted by Rev. Robert Beckum, senior pastor of St. Luke United Methodist Church in Columbus, the 

resolution was made after four annual conferences – Baltimore-Washington, New York, Pacific 

Northwest and Northern Illinois – stated that their boards of ordained ministry do not make the sexual 

orientation of candidates a determining factor in their decisions about ordination.  

“The motion adopted by the South Georgia Annual Conference aims to accomplish the same thing as 

changes in para. 347.1 of the ‘2016 Book of Discipline,’” Rev. Beckum said. “Namely, to close a 

loophole allowing bishops to circumvent the expressed will of General Conference and the ‘Book of 

Discipline’ and their Annual Conference through the process of transfer of United Methodist clergy 



 
 

from one annual conference to another. It is most unfortunate that we have Bishops, Annual 

Conferences, and Conference Boards of Ordained Ministry choosing to flagrantly disregard our 

Disciplinary Covenant while expressing concern for our historic connection and the unity of The United 

Methodist Church.” 

The full text of Rev. Beckum’s motion reads: “We, the South Georgia Conference, call on the Resident 

Bishop of the South Georgia Episcopal area, when prayerfully exercising the power of consultation, to 

not receive for appointment or transfer, according to BOD 346.1 and 347.1, clergy that have publicly 

stated their intent to disregard the current language of the ‘Book of Discipline.’” 

“We were very pleased with the motion and the overwhelming support by the vote of the Annual 

Conference,” said Rev. Jimmy Towson, outgoing chairman of the Board of Ordained Ministry and Rev. 

Scott Tucker, incoming chairman. “Intentional disregard for the ‘Book of Discipline’ on the part of other 

Conferences and Boards of Ordained Ministry is disconcerting and greatly weakens our covenant and 

connection.” 

As a point of information during the session, Bishop James King reminded the conference that, as voted 

on by the 2016 General Conference session, beginning Jan. 1, 2017, the “Book of Discipline” will 

require that all transfers be processed by bishops in consultation with the Board of Ministry. Currently, 

para. 347.1 in the Book of Discipline reads: “From Other Annual Conferences – Ordained clergy or 

provisional members from other annual conferences of The United Methodist Church may be received 

by transfer into provisional or full membership with the consent of the bishops involved. Consultation 

with the chairperson or executive committee of the Board of Ordained Ministry shall be held prior to the 

transfer.” 

The amended text, which will be published in the “2016 Book of Discipline,” reads: “From Other 

Annual Conferences – Ordained clergy or provisional members from other annual conferences of The 

United Methodist Church may be received by transfer into provisional or full membership with the 

consent of the bishops involved. Recommendation by the executive committee of the Board of Ministry 

and approval of the clergy session shall take place prior to the transfer.” 

 

Mission, ministry, evangelism awards presented at Annual Conference session 

Evangelistic awards were announced during the 2016 Annual Conference session to churches in each 

district that charted the largest net gain in membership, the largest number of professions of faith, and 

the best ratio of professions of faith with regard to membership. 

Harvest Church in Byron was the overall conference leader with the largest net gain in membership. 

Gateway Community in Pooler led the conference in the largest number of professions of faith and the 

best ratio of professions of faith in the conference.  



 
 

The churches with the largest net gains in membership in each district were:  

Coastal: Wesley Frederica  

North Central: Harvest 

Northeast: Statesboro First  

Northwest: St. Luke (Columbus)  

South Central: The Gathering 

Southwest: Thomasville First  

The churches with the largest number of professions of faith in each district were:  

Coastal: Gateway Community  

North Central: Harvest 

Northeast: Statesboro First 

Northwest: St. Luke (Columbus) 

South Central: Lake Park 

South Central: Waycross First  

Southwest: Thomasville First 

The churches with the best ratio of professions of faith in each district were:  

Coastal: Gateway Community 

North Central : Pine Hill (Dublin) 

Northeast: Bethel (Glascock Co.) 

Northwest: Asbury (Columbus)  

South Central: Crosby 

Southwest: Calvary (Grady Co.) 

A host of other churches and individuals were recognized in a presentation during the South Georgia 

Annual Conference session: 

Carruth Mission Awards 

Highest Total Given to Missions: Isle of Hope UMC  

Highest Per Capita Given to Missions: Alston UMC 

The churches with the highest total given to missions in each district were: 

Coastal: Isle of Hope 

North Central: Vineville     

Northeast: Statesboro First 

Northwest: St. Luke (Columbus)  

South Central: Valdosta First  



 
 

Southwest: Albany First 

The churches with the highest per capita given to missions in each district were: 

Coastal: St. Marys 

North Central: Vineville    

Northeast: Alston 

Northwest: Vienna  

South Central: Friendship (Bacon Co) 

Southwest: Barney 

Harry Denman Evangelism Award 

Clergy: Rev. Jay Hanson, The Chapel  

Laity: Mr. Warren Jones, New Covenant UMC  

Youth: Ms. Kristian Jowers, Whigham UMC 

Methodist Home for Children and Youth   

Top Churches in Giving: Vineville, St. Marys, Mulberry St., Perry, Vienna, Gray, Tifton First, Wesley 

Monumental, Martha Bowman, Liberty (Macon) 

Top Churches in Giving Per Capita: Maple Springs, Danville, Sardis (Lumpkin), Chula, Alston, Ellis 

Chapel, Mauk, Springhead, Wesley Chapel, Bethel (Baldwin Ct) 

Top District in Giving: North Central District  

Wesley Glen 

5 Year Service Award: Willie Butler, Brenda Clark, Sandra Graham, Beverly Green, Beverly Huston, 

Melanie Parsons  

10 Year Service Award: Stella Ideozu  

Distinguished Service Award: Dr. Bill Neal  

Servant Leadership Award: Rev. Rex Odom  

Trustee of the Year: Rev. Craig Hutto  

Professional of the Year: Dr. Jonathan Griggs  

Harry Jackson Group of the Year: Circle of Friends Sew-City  

Reed Bowden Volunteer of the Year: Mrs. Cindy Adrien  



 
 

Partnership Award: S&S Cafeteria & Good News Television  

Golden Service Award: Civic Club of Macon  

Special Service to Wesley Glen: Mr. Sean Franklin  

Barbara Chambliss Award: Mr. Lammon Green 

Open Door Community House, Inc. 

The Mrs. Butch Deaton "Living the Vision" Award: Mr. Chandler Riley, Open Door Board Member and 

Member of St. Luke UMC 

Outstanding Financial Stewardship in Charitable Contributions: St. Paul UMC (highest giving) and St. 

Luke UMC (highest giving per capita) 

Magnolia Manor    

Largest Amount of Financial Support Per Capita in the Annual Conference: Americus First UMC  

Top 10 Supporting Churches: Americus First, Cordele First, Cairo First, St. Simons, Ellaville, Albany 

First, St. Luke (Columbus), Vineville (Macon), St. Marys, Statesboro First  

South Georgia Black Methodist Church Renewal Distinguished Service Awards   

Harry Hoosier Award Winner: Bishop James R. King, Jr.  

Mary McCloud Bethune Award Winner: Ms. Angela Coles 

Rev. Joseph Roberson Advocacy: Rev. Lenton Powell 

Black Hero Award: Mr. Roosevelt Jackson, the oldest living Negro League baseball player, scout, and 

manager 

Arthur Moore Methodist Museum  

Award for Historic Preservation: Rev. Jimmy Duke 

Five Star Pastors   

Bishop King recognized 41 pastors for being Five Star Pastors. The five criteria each pastor has to meet 

in order to be recognized as a “Five Star Pastor” are: teaching, self care, net gain goal of 5 percent, 

apportionments, and being a connectional church. There were 138 Four-Star Pastors. Five Star 

Pastors are listed below. Click here to view Four Star Pastors. 

Five Star Pastors  

http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/2016+Five+Star+Pastors.pdf
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/2016+Five+Star+Pastors.pdf
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/FOUR+STAR+PASTORS+16.pdf


 
 

Grant Abernathy 

Dorsia Atkinson 

Tim Bagwell 

Mike Bankston 

Carl Barnhardt 

Hugh Baxter 

Aimee Baxter 

Robert Beckum 

Daryl Brown 

Joey Cannon 

Randy Carnley 

Jimmy Cason 

Donald Combs 

Eddie Conaway 

Jim Cowart 

Jason Dillard 

David Donnan 

Cindy C. Garrard 

J.P. Grantham 

Jay Hanson 

Stacey Harwell-Dye 

Matt Hearn 

Cameron Jones 

Bill Lee 

Brett Maddocks 



 
 

Fran Magoni 

Sam Martin 

Frank Morris 

Jin Won Park 

Frank Parr 

L.K. Pendleton 

Ivelisse Quiñones 

Adam Ricker 

Steve Sirmons 

Jonathan Smith 

Randall Smith 

Drew Thompson 

Scott Tucker 

Bruce Vaughn 

Peter Vermeulen 

Chance Ward 

 

Denman Evangelism Awards presented 

Three South Georgia United Methodists have been awarded UM’s highest honor, the Harry Denman 

Evangelism Award.  

The Harry Denman Evangelism Award program honors United Methodists in each annual conference 

whose exceptional ministry of evangelism – expressed in Word (what), Sign (why), and Deed (how) – 

brings people into a life transforming relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Each year Annual Conferences and the Foundation for Evangelism recognize one youth, one clergy, and 

one lay person in each conference. In South Georgia, nominations for this award are submitted to the 

Conference Witness Team, who then prayerfully chooses a recipient for the award. 



 
 

This year’s award winners are: for clergy, Rev. Jay Hanson; for laity, Mr. Warren Jones; and for youth: 

Ms. Kristian Jowers. 

Evangelism happens in many contexts and many settings; impacts and engages all generations; and 

requires relationship among a variety of persons. What distinguishes a Harry Denman Evangelism 

Award recipient is the commitment to consistently introduce others to the Good News of Jesus Christ in 

all ministry settings. Their ministry is exceptional for the number of new Christ followers who credit 

encounters with this person as critical in helping to start or reignite their faith journey. 

Rev. Jay Hanson, Executive Director of Congregational Development and senior pastor of The Chapel 

in Brunswick, is the 2016 clergy award recipient. 

According to the application submitted for Rev. Hanson, “Jay is intentional in all aspects of his life from 

time management to relationship building to leadership development. In everything he does, he asks the 

question, ‘Are lives being changed?’ And then continues to move the directional needle until that answer 

becomes a resounding yes!”   

One member of Rev. Hanson’s congregation said, “Jay has helped me understand my call and purpose in 

advancing God’s kingdom in this world by being my mentor, disciple, and friend.” 

Warren Jones, a member of New Covenant United Methodist Church in Savannah, is this year’s laity 

Denman Award recipient. Jones leads two vital ministries at New Covenant, Backpack Buddies and the 

homeless feeding ministry. Both of these ministries meet people where they are in their walk of life, and, 

through Jones’ leadership, also feel the love of Christ. 

In his nomination, it was stated that Jones’ joy in blessing people is truly contagious.  

Ms. Kristian Jowers, a member of Whigham United Methodist Church, is this year’s youth Denman 

Award recipient. Kristian was instrumental in starting a UMW circle for teen girls in her area. Through 

Kristian’s leadership, this group is very active in missions and encourages other teens to volunteer at 

Vashti. This past February, Kristian hosted “Kids Against Hunger” where she was the speaker at this 

event. 

In her nomination it was stated, “Kristian has given us hope that the young teen women of our United 

Methodist churches are teen girls who want to continue the work Jesus, His works that he left for us to 

do and to encourage other youth to be Jesus minded and be His hands on earth for others making 

disciples.” 

“Since 1982, the South Georgia Conference has celebrated the outstanding personal evangelism 

ministries of United Methodist clergy, laity and youth,” said Karen Forrester, Conference Witness Team 

chairwoman. “We are pleased to affirm the witness of these three individuals to ‘Testify and Multiply.’”  

The Foundation of Evangelism promotes, encourages and provides resources to grow Wesleyan 

evangelism bringing all people into a life transforming relationship with Jesus Christ. To nominate 



 
 

clergy, laity or youth for the 2017 Harry Denman Evangelism award, contact Karen Forrester 

at karenforrester65@gmail.com.        

 

Amplify videos tell stories of changed lives 

A highlight of this year’s Annual Conference session were the Amplify moments. Narrative videos from 

our Conference agencies shared stories of changed lives that testify to the fruits of these ministries. 

These stories are told through the lens of the very people who have experienced transformation in so 

many unique ways. The videos are now available for you to use in your local church to help connect 

congregations to this vital work across South Georgia. Thank you for your on-going support of these 

ministries. 

Amplify Videos 

Higher Education and Campus Ministry 

Magnolia Manor 

Methodist Home 

Open Door Community House 

Vashti  

Wesley Community Centers 

Wesley Glen 

 

The South Georgia Conference’s Historical Moments 

During the 2016 Annual Conference session – the 150th session of the South Georgia Conference – 

retired pastor Dave Hanson, a well-known Wesleyan historian, shared his love and knowledge of the 

South Georgia Conference with attendees. These six Historical Moments take readers on a journey of 

history and faith and help remind them that, “there is no limit to what God can do when the Methodists 

of South Georgia get united behind a worthy project.” 

By Rev. Dave Hanson 

Historical Moment #1 

It was 1866 – 150 years ago. The Civil War had just ended. Georgia was in shambles. The Georgia 

Conference of the Southern Methodist Church, meeting in Americus, voted to divide into two 

Conferences.  

mailto:karenforrester65@gmail.com
https://vimeo.com/170053742
https://vimeo.com/170054041
https://vimeo.com/170054468
https://vimeo.com/170239744
https://vimeo.com/169941418
https://vimeo.com/170239557
https://vimeo.com/169941479


 
 

The D.S.s were to decide where the line between the two conferences was to be drawn. North Georgia 

leaders drew the line giving North Georgia two-thirds of the state. South Georgia leaders drew the line 

giving South Georgia two-thirds of the state. A compromise was reached drawing the line pretty much 

where it is today. 

The next year the first session of the South Georgia Conference was held at Trinity Church in Savannah. 

It was the first time lay people were included in the Annual Conference. It was the first time districts 

were considered important units. That early Conference voted to build a high school in each of the 10 

districts. Public education ended in the sixth grade and education was sorely needed. The Methodist’s of 

South Georgia rose to the challenge. Soon 10 high schools were educating youth across South Georgia. 

The first such school in all of Southern Methodism was built in the Brunswick District at Spring Hill, 

Ga.  

Later, public education included high school and most of these Methodist schools were turned over to 

the state, but some went on to become colleges like Young Harris and Reinhardt.  

But South Georgia Methodists continued their educational ministries by strengthening of colleges at 

Andrew, Wesleyan, and Emory. That interest continues today with vital ministries in all the colleges in 

Georgia reaching thousands of students with the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

There is no limit to what God can do when the Methodist of South Georgia get united behind a worthy 

project. 

When I consider the work done with college students in the past and today I want to yell like those 

students on the bus which toured Georgia visiting Methodist ministries across the state in 1975. Near the 

end of that tour the bus began to rock as the young people yelled, “We are Methodists, couldn’t be 

prouder! If you can’t hear us we’ll yell a little louder. Hey!” 

This has been a historical moment. 

 

Historical Moment #2 

It was the turn of the century – 1900. South Georgia Methodists were working to spread scriptural 

holiness across the state by revivals, camp meetings, and personal evangelism.  

A need was seen, the Methodists of South Georgia united behind a worthy idea, and the Orphans Home 

was built in Macon.  

A need was seen, the Methodist of South Georgia united behind a worthy idea, and the Candler Hospital 

came into being in Savannah.  

But the major effort of this era was Sunday schools. The conference, united behind a worthy idea, set 



 
 

aside four full-time workers to help local churches start and strengthen their Sunday school programs. 

There were specialists in the area of adult work, children’s work, youth work including the Epworth 

League, plus a separate worker to strengthen rural Sunday schools. The conference developed district 

directors in each area of ministry. Over 100 volunteers were working across South Georgia leading 

workshops, Christian Workers School and Lab School.  

Because the Methodist of South Georgia united behind a worthy idea, South Georgia lead the entire 

nation in Sunday school growth in 1944. 

There is no limit to what God can do when Methodists of South Georgia get united behind a worthy 

project. 

This has been a historical moment. 

 

Historical Moment #3 

The year was 1946, just after the Second World War. The nation was recovering from the war effort. 

The South Georgia Conference was growing, building new churches, expanding in many ways. 

South Georgia Methodists united behind a worthy idea – rural ministry! A young pastor on the Baxley 

Circuit, G. Ross Freeman, was selected “Rural Minister of the Year” by “Progressive Farmer 

Magazine.” He became South Georgia’s Director of Town and Country Work.  

Rural Ministry was honored and celebrated across the Conference. 

Local churches observed Soil Conservation Sunday and Rural Life Sunday. 

Experimental Larger Parishes were established giving rural churches trained pastors and staff. 

The Minimum Salary Fund gave financial support to rural churches. 

Supported by the United Methodist Women, Church and Community Workers scattered across the 

Conference giving outstanding leadership to Town and Country Ministries. The goal was to have at least 

one in each district. 31 such workers, many of them U.S.-2 Missionaries, worked in rural parishes in 

South Georgia.  

At Annual Conference each year recognition and awards were presented to those rural circuits and 

churches which did outstanding work for Christ. Rural Ministry came alive in South Georgia.  

There is no limit to what God can do when Methodists of South Georgia get united behind a worthy 

project. 

This has been a Historical Moment. 



 
 

 

Historical Moment #4 

The year was 1949. Churches were growing. Evangelism was strong. Camping had become very 

important in South Georgia. We had led the nation in establishing retreats for senior citizens, 

intermediate (junior high), senior high youth, and children. These events were held at Camp Dooley, 

Juniper, and at Wesleyan College.  

The Methodists of South Georgia united behind a worthy idea – building a Conference retreat center! 

The perfect site was found at Gascoigne Bluff on beautiful, historic St. Simons Island. Bishop Moore 

and several laymen signed personal notes with the bank and purchased the property. Thus, Epworth By 

The Sea was born.  

Today, our Conference Center and the Arthur J. Moore Museum are the envy of other Annual 

Conferences. Bishop Moore said, “Epworth By The Sea is the crowning achievement of my ministry in 

Georgia.” It was then, and is today, a sacred place for worship, study and Christian fellowship. 

Yes, indeed, Epworth By The Sea is a great place to be! 

Today, when you drive through the gates of Epworth and see the beautiful expanse of lawns, buildings, 

and happy people, I believe you will realize afresh that there is no limit to what God can do when 

Methodists of South Georgia get united behind a worthy project. 

This has been a Historical Moment. 

 

Historical Moment #5 

The time was 1960 – 1980. Civil Rights. Hippies, Jesus Freaks. During this tumultuous time the 

Methodists of South Georgia united behind a worthy idea – youth ministry! Not ministry to youth, not 

ministry for youth, ministry with youth. 

Several factors came together to enable South Georgia Methodism to develop one of the most 

outstanding youth ministries of the entire UMC.  

1. Epworth By The Sea, that great place to be, was a great place for you to gather from across 

South Georgia for exciting youth events. And they came by the thousands.  

2. A youth ministry infrastructure inherited from the Epworth League days with sub-district, 

district, and conference planning units. Each district had a Director of Senior High and a Director 

of Junior High Ministries.  

3. The Conference Council of Youth Ministry was composed of youth and adults from each District 

and each local church guided a vast array of youth-oriented events including the Youth Annual 

Conference, Senior Assembly, youth weekends, camps, leadership events, and trips.  



 
 

4. An army of youth and adult workers with youth across the conference who gave of themselves in 

service for Christ. 

5. The Summer Vocational Internship Program which trained and placed college student in local 

churches for the summer months. Giving rise to numerous churches hiring full-time youth 

ministers. 

6. Traveling teams of youth who crossed South Georgia: music groups, interpretive dance groups, 

drama teams. Plus travel groups and work teams who went to Europe, Israel, Hawaii, Costa Rica, 

Puerto Rica, New York, and Washington D.C., canoeing across the Okefenokee Swamp, and 

Appalachian Trail Hikes. 

7. There was a weekly radio program, “The Place,” on WGIG, in Brunswick. 

8. A youth newspaper, “Gateways for Youth” 

9. Great publicity including billboards across the state 

10. The great South Georgia Conference even elected outstanding young people to General and 

Jurisdictional Conferences. 

11. During this era South Georgia had four leaders serving on the national United Methodist Council 

on Youth Ministry.  

There is no limit to what God can do when Methodists of South Georgia get united behind a worthy 

project. 

This has been a Historical Moment. 

 

Historical Moment #6 

In our recent history there have been numerous times when the Methodists of South Georgia united 

behind worthy ideas.  

The merger of the South Georgia and the Savannah District of the former African-American Georgia 

Conference was a big accomplishment. We united to fund pensions for “worn our preachers.” We united 

to became an Episcopal Area with our own Bishop. He was a Looney Bishop, but he was our very own! 

Our institutions expanded with multiple campuses of Magnolia Manor, The Methodist Home, and 

Wesley Glen Ministries. Epworth By The Sea expanded.  

A small congregation in Macon was named one of the great churches of America by “Guidepost 

Magazine.” It was the “Church of the Exceptional,” which was later to become a part of Wesley Glen, 

our ministry to exceptional people.  

A few years ago, South Georgia again led the entire denomination by establishing an organization for 

retired ministers – The Eagles.  

Today, new and revitalized congregations have become a much-needed focus. Great new churches have 

been birthed and older congregations given a new life. And now, praise God, we have another worthy 

goal of increasing attendance 10 percent. 



 
 

Our history is rich. We can change with that group of young people who traveled across South Georgia 

visiting the church at work who wound up chanting, “We are Methodist, couldn’t be prouder. If you 

can’t hear us we’ll yell a little louder…” 

Our future is bright because there is no limit to what God can do when Methodists of South Georgia get 

united behind a worthy project. 

This has been a Historical Moment. 

 

Testify and Multiply 

FOCUS ON THE VISION 

DENISE WALTON 

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:18-

20) 

Recently, I informally approached clergy and laity across the annual conference and asked, “What will 

you remember most about the leadership of Bishop James King?” Several people named a special 

conversation, a preaching occasion, annual conference session, or event held in the district. Still others 

shared that Bishop King has worked diligently to preach, teach, and encourage all of us to embrace 

discipleship. One leader shared, “Bishop King has given our annual conference the gift of a language of 

disciple making.” 

As we celebrated the episcopal retirement of Bishop James King at the 2016 session of the South 

Georgia Annual Conference, disciple making and evangelism were key themes. Indeed, if there is one 

spiritual theme consistently present in the teaching, preaching, and spiritual leadership of Bishop King it 

is truly that of discipleship. 

In fact, over the past several years each annual conference has been organized around one the Ten 

Timeless Values: 

 Sabbath  

 Scripture 

 Stewardship 

 The Lord’s Supper 

 Baptism 

 Fasting 

 Justice 

 Fellowship 



 
 

 Witness 

 Prayer 

 

These Ten Timeless Values were represented by missional paths and communicated through themes of 

the annual conference such as: 

 See Ye First 

 Sowing the Word 

 Let the Redeemed of the Lord Say So 

 The Least of These 

 Never Alone 

 Know and Grow 

 We’re Better Together 

 Testify and Multiply 

 

The 2016 annual conference theme, “Testify and Multiply,” was weaved throughout the entire 

conference. The preaching, bible studies, and personal witness of presenters encouraged delegates to 

personally engage in witnessing and sharing with others. 

How might you engage the delegate(s) from your local church to hear a report regarding annual 

conference? 

How might your local church benefit from the teaching, preaching, and Bible study on evangelism and 

witnessing? 

What steps will you take in your local congregation to testify and multiply? 

Go ye therefore and make disciples, 

Denise Walton 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

Dancing into Annual Conference          

PATHWAY TO HIS PRESENCE 

B.J. FUNK 

There were many delightful and inspiring moments as the South Georgia Annual Conference convened 

in Tifton this week. Coming shortly after the General Conference held in Portland, Ore., our delegates 

showed amazing perseverance from the tiring few weeks of travel, meetings and questions required by 

the lay and clergy delegation to Portland.  

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org


 
 

If South Georgia delegates came to Tifton with heavy hearts and questions about the future of our 

church, our concerns quickly found a bit of relief even before we entered the UGA Conference Center. 

As it often does, surprises come from unexpected sources. This time, God used youth. 

Young people directing the traffic inspired us with a novel way to point us toward the various parking 

places. Lined up all along the sides and middle of the road, their joyful countenances reminded us that 

whatever we might be worried about, laughter would do us good, like a medicine. 

These young people danced as they pointed to our places to park. Some listened to music through 

headphones, others listened to the music in their heads. They were bright, cheerful and happy, and their 

mood jumped from the hot pavement where they danced and into our cars as we pulled in. They 

probably had no idea of the impact they had. They took a job that in most cases would just be “Ho hum” 

and changed it into an “Oh boy!” Their rhythm moved into my soul and went with me into the 

Conference. 

What I saw in them was the ability we all have to change the mood and atmosphere of another because 

of our joy. They danced a touch of grace into our day, through and over any worries we might have 

brought with us to Annual Conference. Their joy did not minimize the seriousness of our concerns; it 

just made those concerns find a softer place to land, a place of protection, a place where honest dialogue 

would be safe.  

I am writing this after two days of Conference, and there are two more days to go. I personally felt that 

these first two days have been some of the most beautiful, inspirational and worth-while beginnings I 

have ever known at an Annual Conference.  

Dr. Winston Worrell’s marvelous teaching on witnessing brought the same genuine passion for Jesus 

that I have always seen in this fine man. How wonderful it is to listen to a sold-out-to-Jesus Christian 

teacher! 

I learned from each South Georgia Conference History Moment that Dave Hansen had researched. I 

drank in the beautiful music brought to us by outstanding choirs, orchestras and hand bells, and thought 

I would float out of my seat after Buddy Greene played for us, ending with the beautiful song he and 

Mark Lowry wrote, “Mary Did You Know?” Bishop James King, Jr, always a gifted speaker, brought 

moments of relaxation, his quick wit clearing the way for us not to take ourselves so seriously. This was 

particularly evident when a cell phone went off at a very inopportune time, playing a lively song 

throughout the quiet auditorium. Bishop King stopped what he was saying, began moving his head to the 

beat of the music, and even cleverly connected a few words from the music into his speech. His response 

made a statement to the conference room, reminding us that it’s okay for the business of the church to 

take a mini-break from the expected, to move away for a second from the outline. To breathe. To find 

humor. To do whatever necessary to help a brother’s embarrassment over his “uh oh” moment. 



 
 

The United Methodist Women gave a first-class luncheon to all clergy women, especially recognizing 

this year as the sixtieth year of ordination of clergy women. The room was full. I never realized there 

were so many of us! I found this lovely luncheon to be quite a blessing.  

The Memorial Service, led by one of my favorite preachers, Don Adams, was meaningful and holy. It 

was deeply moving to me as I said a final good-bye to my friends Janis Kenney, Judy White, Julian 

Tucker, and my former District Superintendent, Bill McTier. Hardest for me was saying a final good bye 

to Dr. Chuck Zimmerman, one of my favorite teachers and friends from my summer classes with Course 

of Study.  

I can’t say that others felt the spiritual emphasis that I felt at Conference, but for me, the experience was 

purposeful, passionate and promising. It all started when those happy youth danced me into Annual 

Conference! 

The Rev. B.J. Funk, associate pastor of Central UMC in Fitzgerald, has written a book with 50 

devotionals on grief based on her personal experience. “Grief is not a Permanent Condition: 50 

Devotionals to Help You Through the Grieving Process” points the reader to Jesus and the hope found 

in Him. Visit www.bjfunkgrief.com for more information and to order. Email Rev. Funk at 

bjfunk@bellsouth.net. 

 

Assurance and Joy for the Faithful 

Summer Quarter: Toward a New Creation 

Unit 1: Judgment and Salvation 

Sunday school lesson for the week of June 19, 2016 

By Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. 

Lesson Scripture: Zephaniah 3:9-14 

Background Scripture: Genesis 1:1-2:3; Zephaniah 3:9-20 

Introduction: A powerful teaching sermon on Christian perfection concluded with a question, “Will any 

present who are perfect please stand?” There was no movement in the pews. “Does anyone know an 

individual who is perfect?” A former widow who had married a widower rose to her feet. “Who is this 

model of perfection?” inquired the minister. “My husband’s first wife,” she replied. Perfection in doing 

God’s will is often desired but not obtained.  

In reading the story of creation again for the third lesson, readers are reminded of God’s intentional will 

for the world. Humans designed with the image of their creator and free will choose to bring sin and 

disobedience to God’s will into their lives. God will, however, intrude and offer humans an opportunity 

to cease their rebellion and return to him with a new melody in their praise and obedience in worship.  

http://www.bjfunkgrief.com/
mailto:bjfunk@bellsouth.net


 
 

Read aloud Genesis 1:1-2:3 

Into chaos, God brings order through light. This mighty act is a vivid illustration of God’s power to offer 

redemption to all situations needing his reconstruction and restoration. Out of the void, the creator also 

assigns a preeminent place to humans.  

God shares his image and authority by allowing humans the desire and ability to name things (1:5-10). 

All that God has created has the inherent drive to produce and reproduce (1:11-13). Sun and moon give 

separation to day and night (1:14-19). Nature reflects the will of its creator by participating in acts of 

creativity (1:20-25). Humans are placed in the creation by the personal mighty act of God (1:26-31). 

These humans are to rule over all living things, but they are, in turn, to be ruled by the one who made 

them.  

In the conclusion of the creation, God’s evaluation is that it has all been done as he intended. It is all 

very good. (1:26-31). According to God’s will, chaos, confusion, and darkness are gone. Order now 

prevails, and humans have been commissioned to enjoy and maintain all that God has created.  

One thing remains. In his joy, God sanctifies the seventh day of the creative process to be a day of rest. 

He intends for humans to follow his example (2:1-3). Later, it is Jesus who recognizes the proper need 

and use of this holy day (Mark 2:27-28). 

Can God’s original plan for humans ever return? A grandmother was mailing a Bible to her 

granddaughter soldier who had been recently assigned by the military to a war zone. “Is their anything 

breakable in this package?” asked the counter clerk. “Nothing but the will of God and the Ten 

Commandments,” responded the sender.  

Read aloud Zephaniah 3:9-20 

Zephaniah’s ministry takes place about 630 B.C. during the reign of Josiah (640-609 B.C.). The prophet 

is believed to be of royal heritage. He proclaims doom for Judah in adopting varied pagan religious 

worship. God will also extend his judgment to other nations. Comfort and consolation will, however, be 

given to those who wait and serve God with one accord. 

 Zephaniah 3:9  

God has the will and the power to make clean all the impurities created by the denial of his 

will. Beyond judgment, there can be reconciliation and restoration. There will be an adoption 

of Hebrew as one universal language. All the nations will know and be able to use the same 

words to call upon God. Worship of false gods will cease. The God of creation will be 

worshipped. 

 Zephaniah 3:10 

Universal conversation of nations will extend from Jerusalem and Judah to beyond the then-

known world: the rivers of Ethiopia. Acknowledgement of the God who created humans will 

motivate these new followers to present their offerings to no other gods. Attitudes of God’s 



 
 

people have been made pure. Repentance and commitment have moved Judah and Jerusalem to 

do God’s will. 

 Zephaniah 3:11-15 

Salvation will be made available to a faithful remnant. Divine judgment has removed pride, 

idolatry, and skepticism. The faithful who remain are committed to God. They are the 

survivors of the “Day of the Lord.” For the remnant, there are assurances and joy of God’s 

approval. They can exist unafraid. The remnant is able to engage in celebration and songs. 

 Zephaniah 3:16-20 

In the absence of national threats, and with the abiding assurance of God to his restored people, 

Judah and Jerusalem are invited to celebrate. God will rejoice, feel their gladness, and renew 

them in his love. This same God who made humans will remove disasters, deal with 

oppressors, save the lame, and gather those labeled as outcasts. This God who holds his people 

accountable declares that if they do his will, they will become known and praised among all the 

earth’s inhabitants. 

Reflections to be discussed from Zephaniah 3:9-14; 3:20 

a. There will come a time when all nations and persons will be together in worshipping, living, and 

doing the will of God on earth as it is done in heaven. 

b. God never gives up on nations and persons who rebel and deny his will and purpose for them. 

Judgment is promised, but seeking love always follows the prodigal into the pigpen and whispers 

the address of home.  

c. Past sin, rebellion, indifference, and apathy toward God can be overcome by God’s cleansing. 

Such an act cannot take place unless worship is authentic, faith is undefiled, and a life is 

righteous.  

 

Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. is a retired South Georgia pastor. Contact him at vl_daughteryjr@mchsi.com.  

 

Ignoring God’s Plain Truth 

Summer Quarter: Toward a New Creation 

Unit 2: A World Gone Wrong 

Sunday school lesson for the week of June 26, 2016 

By Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. 

Lesson Scripture: Romans 1:18-23: 1:28-32 

Background Scripture: Psalm 8; Romans 1:18-32 

Introduction: A member of a choir, with a foghorn voice, was ruining all anthems. The senior minister 

was requested to convey the message that the person’s gifts might be used in another arena. “John,” said 
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the cleric, “Choir members tell me singing is not your gift.” “Preacher,” replied the wanna-be musician, 

“You can’t believe a thing choir members say. They tell me you can’t preach.” 

The theology of religion will be revealed in hymns and anthems. From a hymn of ancient Israel, this 

lesson has its genesis with an emphasis upon living in a positive relationship to God’s creation. Humans 

do not ignore God, but constantly praise God for all he has done.  

Read aloud Psalm 8 

This evening hymn celebrates the sovereignty of God and the work of humans. Persons standing in 

temple courts would have joined in antiphonal singing (sung alternately between priest and people).  The 

song begins with an acknowledgement of God’s glory sung by the people of God (8:1-2). The writer is 

moved by evidence of God presented in the natural order. This God, worthy to be praised, is present in 

his mighty acts of creation, salvation, and judgment. Stars are worshiping, and children proclaim God’s 

greatness.  

In ancient temple worship, these words (8:3-8) were probably sung as a solo. Compared to the greatness 

of God, of what significance are humans? Humans have a lower category than angels, yet occupy a 

significant place and function in God’s creation. Humans are given authority over all God has made. 

This crown of dignity and dominance is given as a gift.  

Human dominion over creation is always subject to the control of God (8:9). To leave God out of this 

relationship brings disaster to the creation and to the image of God placed in humans. Always, there 

exists the possibility that humans can ignore God, but to do so brings negative consequences.  

Read aloud Romans 1:18-23, 1:28-32 

For 10 weeks, lessons in this series will make use of the longest and most powerful epistle written by 

Paul. It will be helpful to understand basic information of the total book before considering its parts.  

Agreement among scholars is that Paul is the author of Romans. Those who received the correspondence 

were Christians living in Rome during the time of Nero. This document was written late in Paul’s 

missionary travels. Scholars date the letter sometime during the winter or early spring of 56 A.D. It 

seems that Corinth was the location of origin. Paul had a strong desire to visit the church in Rome, but 

other demands required a delay. The letter to the Romans is a temporary substitute for a personal trip. In 

his epistle, Paul investigates what it is that God expects of humans. God expects humans to surrender to 

his will.  

a. Romans 1:18-21  

In song and belief, humans dwell on and magnify the love of God. To consider the wrath of God 

brings discomfort. Yet, all humans are caught up in sin and guilt. Humans are unable to save 

themselves by sheer willpower or self-imposed rules. In reaction to human ungodliness and 

suppression of truth, God does not explode with all the power of an angry deity. God’s wrath is 

God’s response to human activity that has challenged agape love. The God of Paul is an active, 



 
 

righteous God. This God never hesitates to bring the application of a moral, just creator to the 

unrighteousness of a nation, the relationship between persons, and personal practices.  

This God of wrath is revealed to humans in various ways. There is an invisible Creator behind 

the visible word. The universe points to a Creator who humans should be able to recognize and 

worship. The invisible nature of God is a general revelation recognizable by humans’ ability to 

think and reason. Such a process provides enough information to give God glory.  

b. Romans 1:22-25 

Even when humans recognize the existence of God, they refuse to honor the Creator. Worship 

has been replaced with lack of honor, refusal to be grateful, and illogical reasoning. Humans 

have become fools. They are constructing, for personal worship, images of persons, birds, 

animals, and even snakes. God has given them up, in their foolishness, to impurity and 

dishonoring of their bodies. He allows humans to worship and serve creatures rather than the 

Creator. Many parents have had this experience of allowing a rebellious child to learn from trial 

and error.  

c. Romans 1:26-32  

Paul observes the results when humans leave God out of their lives. Individuals who deny God 

take on certain personality traits. They are caught up in evil, villainy, lust to accumulate things, 

and viciousness. Those who are haters of God’s power are whisperers, slanders, insolent, 

arrogant, braggarts, inventor of evil things, disobedient to their parents, senseless breakers of 

contracts, and without natural affections. In denying God, they forfeit their humanity.  

Humans understand what the will of God requires, but have not embraced it. Sin is contagious and 

causes the downfall of others.  

Reflections for discussion of Romans 1:18-32 

a. Is it good theology to believe that God is a God of love and a God of judgment? 

b. If Paul could visit our communities, would he be able to recognize any practices and beliefs 

unacceptable to God? 

 

Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. is a retired South Georgia pastor. Contact him at vl_daughteryjr@mchsi.com.  

 

Ignoring God’s Truth Within Us 

Summer Quarter: Toward a New Creation 

Unit 2: A World Gone Wrong 
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Lesson Scripture: Romans 2:17-29 

Background Scripture: Psalm 104; Romans 2:14-29 

Introduction: A sacred site for many in South Georgia is Saint Simons Island. It is along the bank of a 

coastal waterway. When there is time of personal meditation during youth camps at Epworth By The 

Sea, a late afternoon opportunity is provided to engage with a panoramic view of the vast marshes of 

Glynn. There the observer can view the fiery, sinking, and exploding sun in the west. In those moments, 

the human spirit is beckoned to sing praises to God and to feel an inward call to Christian service. A 

similar encounter with the Creator moved an ancient writer to compose his feeling in a hymn praising 

the creation adorned with wonders of God.  

Read aloud Psalm 104  

In the liturgical year, this Psalm is used on the Day of Pentecost. This song celebrates God’s gift to a 

depressed group. This hymn praises the power and majesty of God who has made all things. In that 

mighty act, God has brought order and purpose out of chaos. The composer sees this process being done 

in several stages.  

a. Psalm 104:1-4  

“Bless the Lord, O my soul” is a self-call to worship and praise. This God uses wind and fire to 

convey his message. He is a Creator of majesty and power, and he engages with all he has made.  

b. Psalm 104:5-9  

God will never allow the waters to dominate the land again. The earth is now firmly located amid 

the ocean. It was God’s creative power causing the waters to recede. Stability and security are 

seen as a result.  

c. Psalm 104:10-13  

In God’s creativity, springs are developed from underground water. Rain pours down from a 

heavenly ocean. God has provided a supply of water to maintain life.  

d. Psalm 104:14-18 

In his planning, God provides food for beasts and humans. There is wine to bring joy and bread 

to strengthen the body. Olive oil is provided for cleansing the skin. In Lebanon, God places the 

cedars used for construction, and their foliage is used by birds. Storks build nests in the fir trees, 

and the high mountains are a refuge for goats and rock badgers. 

e. Psalm 104:19-23  

In this composer’s life, it was thought that God made the moon to control the seasons. The sun 

dominated day, and darkness was a part of God’s creative process. It is God who made the sun 

for humans. God is to be worshipped, and not the sun.  

f. Psalm 104:24-26 



 
 

God’s control of the sea created a home for creatures and a highway for boats engaged in trade. 

Even Leviathan (read Psalm 74:14) was formed by God to play in the ocean. This reference may 

be to whales or dolphins.  

g. Psalm 104:27-30 

Every creature God has made depends upon him for food and the breath of life. God’s creative 

activity in the natural order is a continuing process. New creatures appear by God’s desire and 

design.  

h. Psalm 104:31-35  

This hymn composer presents all he has written as an offering to God. He plans to praise God 

forever. He intends for his life to embrace all God desires for his creations. 

Read aloud Romans 2:13-29 

a. Romans 2:13-16  

Neither Jew nor Gentile will be exempted from the judgment of God. Jews, in their covenant 

with God, are required to keep the law and for males to undergo circumcision. Gentiles, while 

they do not have these two requirements, instinctively know about God’s laws and will. 

Judgment for the Jews will be based upon keeping the law. Judgment for Gentiles will be done 

on the basis of their conscience. God, as a result of his creativity, has not marooned any human 

without an awareness of God and human responsibility.  

b. Romans 2:17-20 

Paul speaks directly to the Jews. Jews, depending upon God’s choosing them as special, have not 

fulfilled that honor. Gentiles are now inheriting that special place in God’s plan. Israel, 

designated to be God’s healing medicine for a sin-sick world, has become infected with the 

illness it was chosen to heal. Authentic love for God should be expressed in sensitivity for others 

and by being their light in darkness. Jews have lost their privilege of teaching and correcting 

others. 

c. Romans 2:21-24  

Can a Jew living by the covenant, who understands God’s will and yet does not live it, instruct 

others? The Jews have taken great satisfaction in the law and circumcision, but they have failed 

to obey the law. Their hearts were never circumcised. Jewish inconsistency has led the 

dishonoring of God before pagans.  

d. Romans 2:25-29  

Circumcision should not only be a physical act, but it also should be a spiritual attitude. It 

provides special benefits if one obeys the law. The righteous Gentile in an uncircumcised state 

finds favor with God ahead of a disobedient circumcised Jew. Paul praises the Gentile whose life 

displays a love for God’s law. A Jew who has been circumcised, without a heart and action 

revealing God’s law and will, can be caught up in hypocrisy.  



 
 

Reflections for Discussion on Romans 2:13-29 

a. Are there persons in today’s church whose talk is not always consistent with their walk? What is 

the answer to the criticism, “The Church is filled with hypocrites?” How can this condition be 

corrected? 

b. The church treasurer in another state was arrested for embezzling more than $100,000 over 17 

years. This individual had been present all those years for worship, fellowship, prayer, and 

praise. What is the result of such a hypocritical crime upon believers and nonbelievers?  

 

Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. is a retired South Georgia pastor. Contact him at vl_daughteryjr@mchsi.com.  

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 6/13/2016 edition 

Wesley Glen Day – June 19 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special offering to support the ministry 

of Wesley Glen. To learn more about Wesley Glen and its great ministry, visit 

www.wesleyglenministries.com.  

Camp Connect: Elementary 1 – June 27 – July 1 

Join us this summer for the 2016 Summer Camps!  Elementary Camps, intended for rising fourth 

through sixth graders, are filled with a week’s worth of fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to 

Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, crafts, 

games galore, hilarious morning shows, and evenings of worship. All camps are held at Epworth By The 

Sea on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3 p.m. on Monday and conclude at 11 a.m. on Friday (no 

lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week so you’ll need to pack your 

own bedding. Counselors are provided. Click here for more information and to register. 

Golden Cross Sunday – July 3 

The South Georgia Conference has designated the second Sunday of July to be the Sunday to receive a 

special offering for Golden Cross. Each church is asked to observe Golden Cross Sunday to receive an 

offering and send it to the conference treasurer. Golden Cross began in 1908 with the commitment of 

Methodists in Dallas, Texas to provide the first health care to persons who could not afford it. They 

began to receive offerings for the expenses of the poor patients at Methodist Hospital in that city. By 

1930, the concept was officially adopted throughout the predecessor denominations of The United 

Methodist Church. Today Golden Cross is a ministry that reaches out in love to the laity in our Annual 

Conference who are experiencing financial difficulty due to excessive medical expenses. Through 

Golden Cross, United Methodists care for members of our local churches in time of emotional stress and 

financial need. 

Camp Connect: Elementary 2 – July 11-15 

Join us this summer for the 2016 Summer Camps!  Elementary Camps, intended for rising fourth 
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http://www.wesleyglenministries.com/
http://www.sgaumc.org/2014elementarycamps


 
 

through sixth graders, are filled with a week’s worth of fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to 

Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, crafts, 

games galore, hilarious morning shows, and evenings of worship. All camps are held at Epworth By The 

Sea on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3 p.m. on Monday and conclude at 11 a.m. on Friday (no 

lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week so you’ll need to pack your 

own bedding. Counselors are provided. Click here for more information and to register. 

2016 Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference – July 13-15 

The 2016 Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference will be held July 13 through July 15 at Lake 

Junaluska, NC.  

Mission u – July 14-17 

The 2016 Mission u is set for July 14-17 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/umw for more information.  

Camp Connect: Elementary 3 – July 18-22 

Join us this summer for the 2016 Summer Camps!  Elementary Camps, intended for rising fourth 

through sixth graders, are filled with a week’s worth of fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to 

Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, crafts, 

games galore, hilarious morning shows, and evenings of worship. All camps are held at Epworth By The 

Sea on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3 p.m. on Monday and conclude at 11 a.m. on Friday (no 

lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week so you’ll need to pack your 

own bedding. Counselors are provided. Click here for more information and to register. 

Albany First UMC Celebrates 175 Years: “Celebrate” Service with Rev. Mike McAfee – Aug. 14  

This year marks the 175th year of Albany First United Methodist Church in downtown Albany. To 

commemorate the anniversary, the church has planned four Unified Services, featuring guest speakers 

and followed by a covered dish meal. The Unified Services have unique themes and the services start at 

10:30 a.m. in the church’s sanctuary. The remaining series services include Aug. 14: “Engage” with 

Rev. Cindy Autry and Dec. 4: “Anticipate” with Dr. John Horton. Contact Beth O’Brien for more 

information at bethrobrien@gmail.com. Albany First UMC is located at 307 Flint Ave., Albany, Ga. 

Pathways – Aug. 20 

Churches looking for new ideas, networking opportunities and practical, quality training for their 

pastors, parishioners, staff and leaders need look no further than the 2016 Pathways to Discipleship 

conference. Scheduled for Saturday, August 20, 2016, at Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner 

Robins, the training event will offer participants dozens of workshops to choose from, each designed to 

help congregations become healthier and to fulfill the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ. Stay 

tuned for more information, including workshop descriptions and registration information. 

Warner Robins First UMC’s 75th Anniversary Celebration – Aug. 28 

Save the date! Warner Robins First UMC will celebrate its 75th Anniversary on Sunday, Aug. 18 at its 

10:30 a.m. worship service. Guest pastors Rev. Jimmy Duke and Rev. Tom Carruth will preach. Lunch 
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will follow in Carter Hall. Lunch tickets need to be purchased in advance by calling 478-923-3737. 

Warner Robins First UMC is located at 205 North Davis Drive; Warner Robins, GA 31093. Visit them 

online at www.fumcwrga.org.  

 

Scripture Readings – June 13 

June 19 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 19:1-15a 

Psalm 42 (UMH 777) 

Galatians 3:23-29 

Luke 8:26-39 

June 26 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 (UMH 798) 

Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

Luke 9:51-62 

July 3 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Kings 5:1-14 

Psalm 30 (UMH 762) 

Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16 

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

 

MAYBE SO … 

Dear Editor, 

Here at Utmost United Methodist Church the old church bus, “Gabriel,” kicked the bucket. This comes 

just before summer started. Gabriel was safe enough, thanks to some excellent automotive people on the 

bus committee. But the power train has seen its last, so Gabriel was retired. A local resident saw the 

“For Sale” sign on it, and bought it on the spot.  

“I’ll get my money out of the useful parts,” he said. “The body is in such good shape, I plan to use it as a 

woodshed.”  

Our pastor, Rev. Mostly Wright, said, “Now that is genuine ‘recycling!’ We got some money from 

something no longer useful to us, and someone else gets money and something he needs.” 

http://www.fumcwrga.org/


 
 

In the decision to sell Gabriel, the trustees looked at the rent or purchase issues; they decided they need 

to take a hard look at the cost/benefit to owning a bus. They are looking at many issues: cost, 

availability, frequency of use and by whom, the liability, and how these issues would apply to renting on 

as-needed basis. 

Rev. Wright said, “There are stewardship issues involved here. We must determine the better part of 

stewardship in providing ministry through transportation.”  

Until next time… 

Homer Heardmore 

Rhodes Crossing, Ga. 

 

The 2016 Annual Conference session heard about an exciting laundry ministry, Loads of Love, during 

its Friday, June 10 plenary session. Started by Caroline Gowan, a teenager from Bonaire United 

Methodist Church, Loads of Love offers laundry service one evening per month to anyone who needs 

clean clothes. Bonaire UMC and Gowan received an award from Discipleship Ministries for the work 

they are doing. Read the story below for more about Gowan, her heart for serving others, and the Loads 

of Love ministry. 

This story was originally published in the Aug. 17, 2015 edition of The Advocate.  

Bonaire UMC teen launches laundry ministry 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

It’s 5 p.m. on a Friday night, and 15-year-old Caroline Gowan is doing laundry.  

It isn’t typical teenage behavior, but then again, she isn’t a typical teenager. 

Laundry – a mundane chore for most – has become a passion for Gowan, a sophomore at Veterans High 

School and an active member of Bonaire United Methodist Church. 

She and her mother, Michelle, make homemade laundry detergent for their family and for Bonaire 

UMC’s food pantry. 

“The detergent is really popular; it runs out before the food,” Gowan said.  

Laundry detergent often goes quickly at food banks, she said, because low-income individuals can’t 

purchase it with their SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) benefits, or food stamps. 

Laundry still has to be done, though, and that makes the Gowan’s homemade soap a hot commodity.   

Wanting to help people do their laundry inexpensively, Gowan launched her “Loads of Love” ministry 

in June. 



 
 

“There is a way to get food and a way to get clothes, but was nowhere to get your laundry done (for 

free),” Michelle Gowan said. “The need is so great.” 

What began as a Girl Scout Gold Award project – the equivalent of the Boy Scouts’ Eagle Scout project 

– has turned into something much greater. 

“I needed something to make an impact in the community and I thought this would be the best way,” she 

said. 

After contacting several Houston County laundromat owners, Chuck Mollenkompf, owner of the Git-R-

Dun Too Laundromat in Warner Robins, agreed to let Gowan host her ministry in his business on the 

second Friday of each month. 

Gowan advertised Loads of Love through fliers stuffed in bags in area food pantries and by word of 

mouth. She was nervous that no one would show up that first Friday, but dozens did, and she and several 

volunteers washed, dried, and folded 30 loads of laundry and spent $115 in quarters.  

By July, demand nearly tripled. Gowan and her team of volunteers did 88 loads of laundry and spent 

$266. 

“Lots of people who showed up said it was a blessing and called their friends from the laundromat and 

told them to come down,” Gowan said. 

The laundromat, typically slow and quiet on Friday afternoons, is loud and electric on Loads of Love 

days. Volunteers and patrons sing and chat inside, while outside, members of Bonaire UMC’s youth 

group entertain children with bubbles, sidewalk chalk, and games. 

The ministry helps Shakika Sneed stretch her budget further each week. A single parent, she doesn’t 

have a washer or dryer in her home and relies on laundromats to wash her clothing and linens. The 

ministry is a huge help, she says, and more communities should have similar programs. 

“I spend anywhere from $20 to $30 washing clothes, and for it to be free is a tremendous blessing to me 

because it means that money can go on to another bill that I have. It is very helpful,” she said. “This is a 

blessing to me and to the others here.” 

Bonaire UMC members have generously supported Gowan and Loads of Love. Monetary donations 

have poured in from the congregation and they’ve supported the ministry with their time, too. 

Gowan is grateful for the outpouring of support and hopes other congregations will see the need and 

start their own laundry ministries. 

“I feel like not only am I doing something for the people around me and that I am doing something for 

people I don’t even know, but that I’m doing something for the Lord,” she said. “I am doing Jesus’ 

laundry! No matter how big or small, He would do it, and so can I. 



 
 

“They come with their dirty laundry and leave with a renewed spirit.” 


