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Columbus congregation stocks school clinic 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Thanks to generous children and a congregation that cares, Columbus’ Allen Elementary School is 

stocked with necessary clinic supplies for the entire school year. 

The creative mission project was part of Epworth United Methodist Church’s focus during Vacation 

Bible School this summer, but the response was so strong that it was extended into June and July.   

Children and church members donated sandwich bags, adhesive bandages, tissues, cotton balls, hand 

sanitizer, and small paper cups to the school. They’ll be used in Allen Elementary School’s clinic, which 

is one of 57 in the Muscogee County School District. The church collected so many supplies that some 

will be sent to other school’s clinics.  

Chronically short on funds to purchase necessary medical supplies, the Muscogee County School 

District, like many in the state, relies on donations from individuals and companies to meet its needs.  

“We have such a limited budget for clinic supplies, I did a happy dance when I heard they were doing 

this,” said Darlene Shirley, lead nurse for Muscogee County Schools. “I am always begging and asking 

for donations. You don’t really think about all that kids need in the course of a day.” 

The county serves more than 31,000 students and school nurses dispense more than 15,000 doses of 

medication each month, Shirley said. 

So when Epworth UMC learned of the supply shortage they saw an easy opportunity to help those close 

to home.  

“People were surprised to learn about the need,” said Rev. Tony Crosby, pastor of Epworth UMC. “I 

don’t think people realize it’s a need, and when they knew about it, they didn’t hesitate to bring stuff in.” 

Nearly half of the children who attend Epworth UMC also attend Allen Elementary School, which is 

about a five-minute walk from the church. The mission project was one that the youth and children 

could understand, Rev. Crosby said.  



 
 

“When we say we’re helping our school, they know what that means,” he said.  

The church is a mission-minded congregation, intentional about teaching children, youth, and adults the 

importance of serving others, Rev. Crosby said. It has a different mission focus each month; participates 

with several charities including Wynnton Neighborhood Network, SafeHouse for the homeless at Rose 

Hill United Methodist Church, Open Door Community House, and the Methodist Home for Children 

and Youth, among others; and is a Partner in Education with Allen Elementary School.  

Last year children donated items and assembled health kits for the United Methodist Committee on 

Relief (UMCOR), but once the kits left Columbus the children didn’t know where the kits went or how 

they’d be used.  

This year, they were excited to help their own school, said Dawn Wilson, Epworth UMC’s children’s 

ministry director.  

“They knew where the supplies were going,” she said. “I think it’s important that kids grow up learning 

to give and be charitable … . I think if you plant the seeds early they will grow.” 

Shirley said that Muscogee County isn’t the only school district that could use this kind of help. 

“I don’t know of a single school district that has everything they need,” she said. “It certainly has 

blessed us and has made a huge difference already.” 

Giving back to the community is part of loving and serving like Jesus, Rev. Crosby said. 

“We just want to be a good neighbor and to show that we love our neighbor,” he said. “We want to do 

good to bring glory to God, and we try to teach that missions is an important part of following Jesus. 

Children learn by doing.” 

 

Connectional Ministries welcomes new leaders 

By Kara Witherow, Editor  

Summer is a time of transition for many ministries across the Annual Conference. The Office of 

Connectional Ministries is no exception, as it welcomed three new associate directors following the 

2016 Annual Conference session.  

Rev. Earnestine Campbell joins the Connectional Ministries team as associate director after having 

served as associate pastor of South Columbus United Methodist Church for the past two years.  

A passionate teacher and preacher, Rev. Campbell earned a bachelor’s degree in human resources from 

Troy University in Troy, Ala. and worked in human resources management prior to entering full-time 



 
 

ministry. She is currently pursuing a master’s of divinity degree from Interdenominational Theological 

Center in Atlanta.  

Rev. Campbell’s ministry focus is on the Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Century, missions 

and will work with the Advocacy Team, as well as other responsibilities 

Following a change to the Conference’s Standing Rules during the 2016 Annual Conference session, as 

of July 1 Hispanic Ministries falls under the Connectional Ministries portfolio, and Rev. Daniel Medina 

and Rev. Felipe Ricardo have joined the staff as associate directors of Hispanic Ministries where they 

will continue to develop programs and foster leadership development within the Hispanic communities. 

Both positions are part time and Rev. Medina and Rev. Ricardo will continue in full-time ministry in 

their pastoral appointments.  

A former architect and second-career pastor, Rev. Medina comes from a family of faithful and active 

United Methodists. His father was a district superintendent who retired in 1996 from the North Central 

Conference of the Methodist Church of Mexico. 

Born in México City, Mexico, Rev. Medina has been with the South Georgia conference since 1994, 

serving Hispanic congregations in Bainbridge, Arlington, Sale City, and Brunswick. In addition to 

serving as associate director of Connectional Ministries, he currently serves Nueva Vida United 

Methodist Church in Macon and the Hispanic congregation at Warner Robins First United Methodist 

Church. 

Rev. Felipe Ricardo, who has served as the associate pastor of Hispanic Ministries at Cordele First 

United Methodist Church since 2001, is originally from Cuba, where he was one of the most prominent 

pastors in the Methodist church.  

He received his bachelor’s degree in theology from Seminario Evangélico de Teología in Matanzas, 

Cuba, where he also took several courses toward his master’s degree in theology and also served as a 

seminary professor. He received his first pastoral appointment at 20 and served nine churches in Cuba, 

in addition to serving as a district superintendent. 

“I am honored to welcome Rev. Daniel Medina, Rev. Earnestine Campbell, and Rev. Felipe Ricardo to 

the Office of Connectional Ministries,” said Rev. Denise Walton, assistant to the Bishop for 

Connectional Ministries. “As they join the dedicated and faithful staff, we celebrate the gifts each of 

them brings to assist local churches as they seek to make disciples for the transformation of the world.” 

 

Conference leaders start new roles 

Laity and clergy from across South Georgia have assumed new roles on the Conference level. These 

individuals were nominated and approved to serve with the South Georgia Conference during the 2016 

Annual Conference session. Their terms officially began July 1, 2016.  



 
 

Dean of the Cabinet: Dr. Rick Lanford, superintendent of the North Central District 

Annual Conference Worship Chairs: Rev. Stephanie Smith, associate pastor of Pittman Park United 

Methodist Church in Statesboro, and Rev. Jonathan Smith, Wesley Foundation director, Georgia 

Southern University 

Annual Conference Local Arrangements Committee Co-Chairs: Mr. Bill Allen, member of College 

Place United Methodist Church in Brunswick, and Mrs. Kelly Roberson, conference Director of 

Communications and member of Leesburg United Methodist Church 

Nurture Team Chair: Mrs. Stacy Avera, member of Pembroke United Methodist Church 

Congregational Development: Rev. Jim Cowart, pastor of Harvest Church in Byron 

Personnel: Mr. Richard Shinhoster, member of ConneXion Church in Savannah 

Hispanic Ministry Task Force: Rev. Ken Morgan, pastor of Warner Robins First United Methodist 

Church 

Committee on Episcopacy: Rev. Jimmy Cason, senior pastor of Statesboro First United Methodist 

Church 

United Methodist Men President: Mr. Donald Rhodes, member of Warner Robins First United 

Methodist Church 

Board of Ordained Ministry: Rev. Scott Tucker, pastor of St. Mark United Methodist Church in 

Columbus 

Equitable Compensation: Rev. Robert Greene, pastor of Vidalia First United Methodist Church 

Committee on Finance and Administration: Mr. Randy Griffin, member of Martha Bowman United 

Methodist Church in Macon 

Board of Pension and Health Benefits: Mr. Marc Reid, member of St. Luke United Methodist Church in 

Columbus 

Archives and History: Mrs. Flo Sapp Martin, member of Centenary United Methodist Church in Macon 

Missional Priorities Team: Dr. Wright Culpepper, executive director of Faithworks Ministries 

“I am grateful for the new leaders with whom I will be working,” said Dr. Derek McAleer, director of 

Administrative Services. “I know of their business skills and their personal faith, and am grateful for 

their willingness to serve the church in a wider setting. These committees require a lot of effort and 

direction from the chairs, and I will be leaning upon their guidance.” 

 



 
 

Rhodes newly appointed United Methodist Men’s president  

Donald Rhodes is the newly appointed president for the United Methodist Men of the South Georgia 

Conference. He has served in various capacities in the local UMM unit at Warner Robins First United 

Methodist Church, including two years as president. This is his first Conference level service with 

UMM.  

The native and lifelong resident of Warner Robins was introduced during the 2016 Annual Conference 

session and began his four-year term of service July 1. 

He and his wife, Theresa, live in Warner Robins and are active members of Warner Robins First United 

Methodist Church. Rhodes, who holds a Bachelor’s degree in economics from Mercer University, a 

Master’s degree in Business Management from Georgia College and State University, and an advanced 

degree in Educational Leadership from the University of Georgia, currently serves as the church 

administrator for Warner Robins First UMC.  

Community leadership positions Rhodes has held include serving on the Alumni Board of the College of 

Liberal Arts at Mercer University and the Alumni Board of Georgia College and State University, and 

one term as president of the Alumni Association of Georgia College and State University. He currently 

serves on the Board of Visitor’s for the Georgia College and State University Foundation Board.  

Rhodes believes that relationships built through United Methodist Men units allow men to live out their 

mission to make disciples in their daily lives. 

“It is vital that all men work on their spiritual lives so they may provide examples and be supports for 

other men in their faith journey,” he said. “I think we have to take every opportunity to be a witness to 

whomever God may place before us daily, and thus, we are making disciples for the Kingdom one 

individual at a time.” 

As UMM president, Rhodes hopes to inspire South Georgia’s UMM leadership team to connect with 

men’s ministries across the conference.  

“Our goal is to improve the overall communications with our local churches and to celebrate the 

accomplishments of our men as they serve Christ in all of their varied activities,” he said. “We focus on 

evangelism, missions, and spiritual growth.” 

When not working or focusing on his UMM duties, Rhodes and his wife enjoy Mercer University 

basketball and football. They teach Sunday school at Warner Robins First UMC and enjoy traveling and 

spending time with family and friends.  

 

Wesleyan President Ruth Knox announces retirement 



 
 

Ruth Austin Knox announced Thursday, Aug. 11 that she will retire from Wesleyan College effective 

June 30, 2017, after a 15-year tenure as president.  

“This is a natural time for fresh leadership,” said Knox, citing the completion of the College’s current 

strategic plan. “I have never felt more confident in our mission, in the quality of the Wesleyan 

Experience, and in the people who are dedicated to making that experience a superb one for our 

students.”   

Knox, a 1975 magna cum laude, Phi Kappa Phi graduate of Wesleyan, is the 24th president of the 

College and the first alumna in the history of the College to hold the position. She is the daughter of the 

late Ruth Hall Knox, Class of 1940, and the late Robert Edward Knox, a Trustee of Wesleyan.   

Upon the completion of her degree at Wesleyan with a major in English, Knox entered the University of 

Georgia School of Law. In 1978 she received the juris doctor degree, magna cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa, 

and Order of the Coif. Admitted to the State Bar of Georgia that year, Knox joined a national law firm 

specializing in commercial real estate and public finance transactions and later opened her own practice, 

again specializing in real estate and estate planning. Before her appointment as president of Wesleyan 

College in 2002, Knox served as president of the Wesleyan College Alumnae Association and chaired 

the Alumnae Campaign, which funded endowed teaching chairs. She was named a member of the Board 

of Trustees in 1993 and became its chair in 1994, serving in that position until she was appointed acting 

president of the College.  

Under Knox’s leadership, the College has strengthened its long-standing ties to The United Methodist 

Church, including by endowing new faith and service scholarships, creating the Wesleyan Disciples, and 

constructing Pierce Chapel. She also has led the effort to develop The Lane Center for Service and 

Leadership, resulting in a campus-wide culture of service and philanthropy. Through the Wesleyan 

Center for the Performing and Creative Arts, the College has continued its commitment to excellence in 

the arts and has preserved and shared its valuable collection of paintings and other works.  

Knox’s fiscal leadership is equally significant, including her efforts to raise funds for the College’s 

endowment to support scholarships and for capital improvement projects needed to expand academic 

programs and prepare for future generations of students. In 2007, Wesleyan celebrated the opening of 

the Munroe Science Center, the institution’s first new academic building in more than forty years. The 

addition of the Munroe Science Center enabled the College to begin the Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

degree in 2013. In 2011, Wesleyan celebrated its 175th anniversary with the opening of the renovated 

Taylor Hall, one of the original buildings of the 1928 campus. Wesleyan College received Gold 

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Certification for Taylor Hall, making it the 

first LEED-certified project in Macon, Georgia. Pierce Chapel also earned LEED certification at the 

Silver level. 

Complementing campus-wide sustainability efforts, the College has developed its 100-acre arboretum 

into a thriving outdoor learning classroom. In 2013, Wesleyan renewed her historic connection with 

China by opening the Wesleyan College Confucius Institute. In 2015, the College established a dual-



 
 

degree program with Guangzhou University, which in just two years has brought almost 100 students to 

Central Georgia for four semesters of intensive study and cultural experiences. 

In addition to her life-long involvement with Wesleyan and the education of women, Knox has been 

engaged in the advancement of a wide variety of business, civic, and volunteer organizations. She 

currently serves as president of the Rotary Club of Macon and is a board member of Georgia Women of 

Achievement, Georgia Humanities, the Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation, the Georgia United 

Methodist Foundation, the Community Foundation of Central Georgia, and Central Georgia 

Rehabilitation Hospital, Navicent Health. Her past service includes the Board of Directors of Central 

Georgia Health System (now Navicent Health), Girl Scouts of Historic Georgia (where she was the 

founding president), and the Capital City Bank Group. 

Knox is deeply committed to several state and national leadership initiatives to advance higher 

education, including board service with the University Senate of the United Methodist Church, the 

United Methodist Higher Education Foundation, the National Association of Independent Colleges & 

Universities, the National Association of Schools and Colleges of The United Methodist Church, the 

Georgia Independent College Association, and the Public Leadership Education Network. Knox is a 

member of Mulberry Street United Methodist Church.  

 

Andrew College announces final approval of Regenerative Agriculture degree program  

Andrew College received official notification in July from the Southern Association of Colleges and 

Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) that the agency has granted their request to begin an 

associate degree program in regenerative agriculture.  

Andrew College President Dr. Linda Buchanan said that the college is extremely pleased to receive the 

approval and is accepting students for fall enrollment.  

Dr. Drew Schiavone, Ph.D. heads up the new program which focuses on regenerative farming practices 

that integrate long-term ecosystem stability with economic profitability. Holistic management and 

regenerative agricultural practices promote the use of agricultural production and market incentives to 

restore areas that have been adversely affected by conventional agricultural processes. As such, this new 

academic program promotes the stewardship of natural resources within the surrounding environment 

while helping to restore grassland areas and revitalize depleted agricultural areas. 

Dr. Schiavone said, “In addition to coursework, our students will intern with White Oak Pastures near 

Bluffton and will receive real-world training in the practice of regenerative agriculture and holistic 

management during their course of study at Andrew College. The integration of a practical internship 

affords an invaluable educational experience which prepares students for the diverse agricultural 

industry.” 



 
 

The program is firmly integrated within the Math and Science Division of Andrew College, providing 

students with the opportunity to study within the broader contexts of biology, chemistry and 

environmental science while maintaining a strong liberal arts base. Hence, students will develop the 

skills and knowledge to become experienced environmental and agricultural problem-solvers while 

helping to develop healthy agricultural communities.  

Introductory courses in regenerative agriculture and natural resource conservation will be offered in the 

fall 2016 semester while addressing regional and global concerns in agriculture today. 

Considering the diverse farming and timber industries within Southwest Georgia, Andrew College aims 

to support the local economy by offering this unique academic program which is one of the few like it in 

the United States.  

Dr. Schiavone said, “This new program was designed to empower students with the foundational 

knowledge necessary to either continue their academic progress with an agricultural bachelor’s degree 

program or move directly into career paths in the expanding holistic agricultural industry.”  

The new Andrew College program may lead to a wide range of traditional and non-traditional career and 

educational paths including those in the fields of natural resources, forestry operations, farm 

management, or animal science. 

 

The Congregational Development Corner 

10 for 10 (10 steps for 10 percent growth) 

During the 2016 Annual Conference session, action steps for congregational growth were shared during 

a Fruitfulness in Evangelism panel discussion, moderated by Rev. Jay Hanson, director of 

Congregational Development. Five clergy – Rev. Antonie Walker, Rev. Leigh Anne Raynor, Rev. Hale 

Bishop, Rev. Matt Hearn, and Rev. Jim Cowart – each shared two key tools for evangelism and growth 

and together gave clergy and lay attendees 10 action steps for 10 percent growth.  

In the next several Advocate issues Congregational Development will share articles to give you and 

your congregation practical steps for church growth and development.  

Do you see what I see? 

By Rev. Leigh Ann Raynor 

I start this article with a statement that I hope applies only to the “things” in your life, not to your 

relationships. The statement is, “The longer we are around something, the less we notice it.” Let me give 

you an example. Since 1981 I have lived in six parsonages, two of which I truly disliked. The one I 

disliked most had a different color combination of orange carpet in every room. Orange and red shag in 

the bedrooms, orange and green shag in the living room, orange and yellow shag on the stairs. But the 



 
 

worst was the kitchen, which had indoor/outdoor carpet with a pattern consisting of orange, black and 

green.  

I truly hated every carpet in that house, but here is what happened: the more I was around it, the less I 

noticed it. As loud and hideous as it was, it disappeared to me because I had grown so familiar with it. 

When I would have guests in the house, however, I would open the kitchen door and they would 

immediately exclaim some version of, “Oh my gosh! How do you live with this?” It would take me a 

second to realize they were talking about the carpet since I barely noticed it anymore. 

Unfortunately, it can be that way in our churches as well: the more we are around something, the less we 

notice it. It is important, however, to look at our churches with a visitor’s eyes. What do our guests see 

that we no longer notice? People who are in our churches every week or multiple times per week can 

grow so accustomed to the peeling paint or the dirty carpet that they no longer notice it, but your guests 

will see it right away. 

I know that we can’t always afford to fix everything that needs to be updated in a church. At Porterfield 

we have an entire building of carpet that needs to be replaced, but it just isn’t something we can do right 

now. But since we can’t afford every repair we need, these are the things we do: 

 Our Trustees maintain a list of everything that needs to be done, they prioritize that list, and they 

are constantly working on it, item by item, as the church can afford. 

 We have church members whose passions are in gardening. They planted beautiful flowers at 

several of the entrances of the church. 

 Most importantly, we keep the buildings as clean as possible. Our custodians do a good job, but 

prior to special occasions when we know there will be a lot of visitors (like Easter) we have a 

church-wide “cleaning day” during which many members give their time to give the church a 

good spring cleaning. 

There’s no doubt in my mind that our visitors notice the age of some things at Porterfield, but hopefully 

they also notice that while the buildings are old, they are clean. It doesn’t cost anything but time to have 

a spring and fall cleaning at your church where as many people as possible come to help. 

It is also important that we look at our own behavior through the eyes of a guest to our churches. Most 

church members would describe themselves as being friendly, but sometimes the reality is that they are 

friendly to each other. It is important that we train people to be on the lookout for any guests we have on 

Sunday morning. Help them to feel welcome without feeling overwhelmed. Definitely have a time of 

greeting or passing the peace on Sunday mornings. Regardless of what individual members think about 

doing that during a service, a time of greeting will make your guests feel welcome without being 

singled-out.  

And finally, look at your neighborhood with fresh eyes as well. At Porterfield we have a ministry that 

was an idea we appropriated from Thomasville First. It’s a Welcome Basket/Bag ministry, and it’s the 

easiest ministry you’ll ever do. We had reusable canvas bags imprinted with our logo and other 

information. We keep those bags stocked with information about the church, as well as a small gift like a 

coffee mug with the church’s logo. When one of our members sees that they have a new neighbor, they 



 
 

pick-up one of the welcome bags and then add to it a frozen chicken casserole and frozen pound cake 

that other members have made specifically for this ministry and that we keep in the freezer at the 

church. It is an instant welcome basket for your new neighbor, and it gives your members an opportunity 

to invite that person/family to your church.  

My advice for growing the church starts with looking at your facilities, your neighborhood, and even 

yourself, through the eyes of a guest. 

Leigh Ann Raynor is the Senior Pastor at Porterfield Memorial United Methodist Church. She can be 

reached at lraynor@pmumc.net.  

 

Children’s ministry and the mission of the Church 

FOCUS ON THE VISION 

DENISE WALTON 

How many of you remember the classic children’s book, “The Lorax,” a picture book by Dr. Seuss, first 

published in 1971? The book has a strong moral story about the care of the environment. The story 

follows the Lorax, the character who speaks for nature, and the Once-ler, the character who represents 

greed. Here’s a classic line from the book where the Once-ler reflects on the aftermath of a series of acts 

related to greed and growing bigger without consideration of the internal and external consequences.  

That was long, long ago. 

But each day since that day 

I’ve sat here and worried 

and worried away. 

Through the years, while my buildings 

have fallen apart, 

I’ve worried about it 

with all of my heart. 

“But now,” says the Once-ler, 

“Now that you’re here, 

the word of the Lorax seems perfectly clear. UNLESS someone like you 

cares a whole awful lot, 

mailto:lraynor@pmumc.net


 
 

nothing is going to get better. 

It’s not. (excerpt is taken from “The Lorax,” Dr. Seuss, Random House, 1971) 

As an ongoing part of my doctoral studies, I attended a lecture this week at Boston University. To 

illustrate the complexities of interdisciplinary research methodologies, we listened to an entire reading 

of “The Lorax” and discussed the interplay between nature and humanity. The exercise was informative 

and fun.  

After completing the exercise, I immediately thought of the church and the way children’s ministry 

informs mission and ministry. How might the biblical stories shared from the perspective of children 

inform the mission and ministry of the church? How might the biblical narrative shared through the eyes 

and words of children enhance the worship, teaching, and preaching? What can we learn by occasionally 

allowing the children’s curriculum to speak to the adults in the local church? 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 

belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14 

Shalom,  

Denise Walton 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

Wild Animals 

PATHWAY TO HIS PRESENCE 

B.J. FUNK 

You know how you’ll be reading something you’ve read before in the Bible, and certain words jump out 

at you with new meaning? That happened for me this morning when I was reading in Mark and saw 

these words, “He was with the wild animals, and the angels attended Him.” (Mark 1: 13) 

The reference is to Jesus when he was led by the Spirit into the desert after his baptism. God had just 

voiced these beautiful words, “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” (Mark 1:11) 

I have always pictured Jesus in the wilderness for those 40 days, kneeling to pray, trumping Satan’s 

enticing lure with one Scripture after another. But I missed something. I never saw the wild animals that 

lurked behind large rocks, watching and waiting to find their time to pounce on Jesus. I never saw the 

wild baby animals that nipped at Jesus’ heels, sniffing at what they hoped would be their evening meal.  

mailto:denise@sgaumc.org


 
 

Mark gives us relief when he completes that verse with the good news that angels were also in the desert 

with Jesus. We get the distinct idea that the angels were a vital part of His 40 day wilderness experience. 

They attended Him, watched over Him, and kept Him safe from the wild animals. Jesus went without 

food during that time, but He did not go without sleep. How could He sleep peacefully with wild 

animals around? The angels were watching. 

So I got to thinking about you and me and our desert experiences and about the wild animals that try to 

attack us. In our desert, we feel alone, plagued by doubts and worry, constantly facing the wild animals 

of fear, loneliness, rejection, heartache, and physical and emotional pain. Sometimes, your wild animals 

are people who say cruel things to you. Maybe your wild animal is depression that plagues you and 

won’t let go. You hear these words in your heart. “You can’t win. You always lose. You are washed up. 

There is no future for you. Life is over. Give up.”  

Then, while you are hanging by a thread to your mountain of hope, Mark rushes in with words that take 

out the fear and give us new focus. “And the angels came and attended Him.” Matthew’s account of this 

experience adds this. “Then the devil left Him, and angels came and attended Him.” (Matthew 4:11) 

Here is the good news. There will be an end to your pain. Hope will rise up once again. Jesus proved 

that for us in His desert experience. Your tiny thread of hope expands to a large, secure rope of belief as 

the devil leaves you and angels come to take care of you. 

Believe it. It is good news. You will not stay in the desert forever. Jesus came out of His desert 

experience in the power of the Spirit.  

So will you. 

The Rev. B.J. Funk, associate pastor of Central UMC in Fitzgerald, has written a book with 50 

devotionals on grief based on her personal experience. “Grief is not a Permanent Condition: 50 

Devotionals to Help You Through the Grieving Process” points the reader to Jesus and the hope found 

in Him. Visit www.bjfunkgrief.com for more information and to order. Email Rev. Funk at 

bjfunk@bellsouth.net. 

 

Why a Hispanic ministry in South Georgia?  

HISPANIC NEWS 

DANIEL MEDINA 

This is the second in a series of monthly columns written by Revs. Felipe Ricardo and Daniel Medina, 

associate directors of Connectional Ministries for Hispanic Ministries.  

The Hispanic ministry of the South Georgia conference is an intentional response to the commandment 

of Jesus Christ when He said, “Go and make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). The Holy Spirit, 

http://www.bjfunkgrief.com/
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who in the day of Pentecost, in downtown Jerusalem, allowed people from everywhere to hear the 

Gospel in their own language (Acts 2.6). These Scriptural thoughts and stories continue inspiring our 

ministry to people of other races, languages or cultures.  

The Church is primarily called to be the place where we identify and recognize the signs of God’s holy 

and eternal kingdom. The local churches are that part of the kingdom where persons are transformed 

into new creatures in Christ by the action of the Holy Spirit. It is the responsibility of Christians to 

develop and expand the Kingdom of God on this earth. Our conviction and passion as United Methodists 

are the extension of the kingdom of God in our world, considering every person as needed of love and 

divine redemption, but also seeing a society in need of justice and social reform.  

The kingdom of God is related also with the Church when the Church lives and manifests the virtues of 

this kingdom to the nations through a permanent and uninterrupted process of reconciliation and 

sanctification. The kingdom of God is the project of God for all humanity. This kingdom starts in the 

Church when it welcomes all people regardless of race, language, culture, national origin, appearance, or 

immigration status.  

The United Methodist Church believes all people are created by God in God’s own image, are infinitely 

and equally worthy, and are equal beneficiaries of God’s love and grace. Therefore, Christ’s vision for 

our world includes the church as a community, which embodies love, grace, reconciliation, acceptance, 

peace, and justice for all people. As denomination we have always declared our intention to be faithful 

to God’s vision and commit ourselves to a struggle to create a community open to all of God’s children.  

The Church is the community that the Holy Spirit uses to proclaim salvation to the nations. With the 

message of the risen Lord and with power of the Holy Spirit, the Church empowers its evangelistic task. 

That is why the Church is called to make of every member a disciple and messenger of Christ so the 

world may find reconciliation and peace in Him.  

Please pray for our Spanish-speaking congregations in the conference. 

 

God Prunes and Crafts 

Summer Quarter: Toward a New Creation 

Unit 3: Life on God’s Terms 

Sunday school lesson for the week of August 21, 2016 

By Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. 

Lesson Scripture: Romans 11:11-36 

Background Scripture: Romans 11:11-36 



 
 

Introduction: During the Passover meal in an orthodox Jewish home, an empty chair will be placed at 

the table. It is for the prophet Elijah. In the ritual, the youngest child will be sent to open the front door. 

The task is to see if Elijah is coming. A report then is made by the child. In Jewish theology, Elijah will 

appear to the Jews to herald the coming of the Messiah. Writers of Scripture thought that Elijah did visit 

the Jews and was neither recognized nor accepted.  

John the Baptist preaching in the wilderness in his demeanor, diet, and message had the appearance of 

Elijah. He baptized and proclaimed Jesus to be the Messiah. Added to this distinction was God’s voice 

giving affirmation (Mark 1:1-11).  

Elijah with Moses, the lawgiver, appeared in conversation with Jesus on the Mountain of 

Transfiguration. There can be no doubt that Jesus is the Messiah when God claimed him during this 

meeting as the Son of God (Mark 9:1-12). 

Jews heard of these exciting events. In Paul’s preaching the Jews were told that the Messiah had been 

present in the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Response of many Jews was opposition, 

rejection, and even persecution (Acts 9:1-9). It is then that the Gentiles became open to the gospel that 

was refused by the Jews.  

Read aloud Romans 11:11-36 

The Jews are God’s chosen people. Yet, they have hardened their hearts. Paul, a Jew, felt deeply 

wounded by such denial. The apostle declared that there is among the Jews a smaller faithful group. This 

remnant has embraced and will in the future, fully accept Jesus as the Messiah (I Kings 19:10-14). The 

members of this remnant have, as individuals, given their allegiance to Jesus the Christ. This remnant, 

by choice, is the authentic Jews. Paul believed that there will be a future time when Gentiles and Jews 

will together believe in Jesus.  

 Romans 11:11-12  

Will God end his covenant relationship with the Jews because of their denial of Jesus? “Certainly 

not!” replied Paul. God uses failure and rejection in his plans. In all things, for those who love him, 

God can use for good all that takes place. God even used the rejection of Jesus by the Jews to make 

salvation available to the Gentiles. Ultimately, the Jews, in jealousy, will recognize the marvelous 

results of the gift given to the Gentiles. Such an observation will move the Jews to accept what they 

have rejected. The results of Jews and Gentiles coming together will enrich the world and complete 

the process of salvation.  

Romans 11:13-15  

Paul believed God intentionally had allowed the Jews to stumble by their rejection of Jesus. To 

stumble does not amputate their relationship to God. The Jews were made jealous by God offering to 

the Gentiles what God’s covenant people have refused (Acts 18:6). When, finally, the Jews come to 



 
 

believe in Jesus, it will be like a resurrection for them. The Jews, by place and position, once more 

will be the blessed people of God.  

Romans 11:16  

Paul selected two simple illustrations to support his premise that Jews will not be completely 

rejected. First, he used dough. All food eaten by Jews had to be made sacred to God (Numbers 

15:19-20). A portion of dough prepared for baking had a very small portion offered to God. Thus all 

the dough was declared blessed and sacred. The entire nation of Israel had, by covenant, been 

consecrated to God. Some in that nation had embraced belief in Jesus. The remaining Jews must, 

however, like all the dough, be considered holy.  

Romans 11:17-24  

The second illustration Paul used was a tree, branches, and roots. The apostle was not a 

horticulturist. Usually wild branches are not grafted onto cultivated stock, but here the opposite is 

done. The olive tree, the nation’s branches, is the symbol for the people of God. The Messiah is the 

route through which the tree gets its life, stability, and the ability to have life (v. 18). The Jews, the 

natural branches, were not spared (v. 21). The Gentiles, though contrary to nature, were grafted onto 

the tree by God (v. 24). Gentiles are never to forget their debt to the root. The debt of this grafting 

into Judaism carries the obligation to present Christ to the Jews. Real branches were pruned because 

of unbelief. Grafted branches also can be pruned. When Jews finally embrace Jesus, they, too, will 

be grafted in once more. The day will come when there are no grafted branches on the olive tree and 

no branches to be pruned. They all will be as one.  

Romans 11:25  

There is a relationship between the Jews and the salvation of the Gentiles. All of Israel will have 

hardened hearts toward Jesus the Christ until the full number of the Gentiles has been saved. 

Hardened hearts, Paul believed, were caused by God. This condition, however, is not permanent. It 

will be lifted because God never fails to keep his promises. Jewish rejection of Jesus is serving a 

primary purpose in the salvation of the Gentiles.  

Romans 11:26-32  

In these verses is the conclusion to all the issues in Paul’s struggle. Paul felt assured of Israel’s 

salvation. He used a quotation from Isaiah (Isaiah 59:21). God had used the rejection by the Jews to 

demonstrate that he makes use of all things to accomplish his will. God never recalls a promise. He 

will not break his promises to the Jews.  

Romans 11:33-36  



 
 

Understanding God’s gift of grace through Jesus challenges human understanding. God’s plan for 

saving Jews and Gentiles is an astounding fact. There can be only one adequate response. Paul did 

that by giving glory to God forever with an affirming doxology.  

Reflections for discussion of Romans 11:11-36 

a. Should there be efforts by Christians to evangelize Jews? 

b. What witness would a Christian share with a Jewish friend or neighbor? 

 

Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. is a retired South Georgia pastor. Contact him at vl_daughteryjr@mchsi.com. 

 

Love Fulfills the Law 

Summer Quarter: Toward a New Creation 

Unit 3: Life on God’s Terms 

Sunday school lesson for the week of August 28, 2016 

By Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. 

Lesson Scripture: Romans 12:1-2; 13:8-10 

Background Scripture: Romans 12:1-2; 13:8-10 

Introduction: Design of the place of worship in many United Methodist churches will have the Lord’s 

Table and an altar. On the table will be a cross and two candles (symbols of the divinity and humanity of 

Jesus). After an offering is taken and blessed, the gifts are placed upon the table. It is the theological 

significance of the altar (kneeling rail) that often is missed by worshippers. The purpose of the altar is 

defined in one of the liturgies used for celebration of Holy Communion. Minister and people proclaim 

together these words: “And here we offer and present unto Thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and 

bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that all we who 

are partakers of this Holy Communion may be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction.” 

Christians do not present animal sacrifices to God. When kneeling at the altar for the Sacrament, 

worshippers are offering to God a living sacrifice: themselves. Paul called upon Christians in Rome and 

those who heard and read his words to present their bodies to God as a “living sacrifice.”  

Read aloud Romans 12:1-2  

There is a pattern of offering practical encouragement to be found in all of Paul’s epistles. This practical 

encouragement includes a list of ethical requirements governing a Christ-centered lifestyle. One primary 

concern of the culture in Paul’s time was the human spirit. God becoming human in the Incarnation 

made the body and the spirit a concern for Christians. The Son of God, divine and human, directs all 

followers to reflect their love for him in the unity of body and spirit.  



 
 

Romans 12:1 

All Christians are called to present themselves as living sacrifices to God. This sacrifice involves the 

total person: body, spirit, relationships, thinking, purpose, and values. Like an animal sacrificed in 

the ancient Temple, a human’s repentance, confession, and forgiveness will become an offering 

without moral imperfections. Such a human without blemish is seeking to live God’s will in all 

things. The human body offered to God is holy because Jesus Christ has upon the cross died to 

redeem it. A life offered in sacrifice to God is engaged in holy living because the Spirit of God is 

indwelling. Human lives offered as living sacrifices are pure and pleasing to God.  

Romans 12:2  

Humans are not to use culture and persons around them as models. To do so is to be as a chameleon, 

taking on the coloring of thoughts and actions from a multi-colored cultural spectrum. Gentiles and 

Jews have become new persons in Christ. Influencing the mind and activities should be the 

indwelling mind of Christ. This indwelling motivates the human transformed by grace to offer all of 

life in worship to God. Such an offering is good, acceptable, and perfect.  

A student was converted and baptized during a local church retreat. Next semester the lad went to 

Alaska to work on a fishing boat. Returning from summer employment he was asked how it went 

with his job and new life in Christ. He replied, “I was there for three months, and my co-workers 

never found out I was a new Christian.”  

When body and spirit are transformed by Christ, there should be a radical change which to keep 

secret would be like trying to hide the sun on a clear day.  

Read aloud Romans 13:8-14  

Faith in Christ extends itself through commitment to practical relationships. Such faith fulfills love in 

spiritual matters and is applied to all social obligations. Humans, having paid all their heavenly and 

earthly debts, must be ready for the return of Jesus. When the Lord returns, salvation will be complete.  

Romans 13:8  

Paul believed that all Christians had an ethical obligation to pay all taxes imposed by legal 

authorities. A paid-in-full stamp was to be applied to all private debts. Do not owe other humans 

anything but love received from Jesus. Such love dominates human relationship to God and to 

peers. Living this love daily fulfills the law.  

Romans 13:9-10  

Paul makes use of the Ten Commandments as foundation for his reasoning. Four of the 

commandments are directions for a relationship with God. Six are guides for dealing with others. 

The fullness of these laws is love. It is illustrated by humans loving their neighbors as 



 
 

themselves (Leviticus 19:18, Matthew 22:39). Who is a human’s neighbor? The next person a 

human meets is a neighbor.  

Romans 13:11  

Yearly changes to and from Daylight Savings Time requires preparation, readiness, and 

adaptation. The same is true of the Second Coming of Jesus. No one knows the date or time, but 

Paul believed it was near. Humans should be alert and ready.  

Romans 13:12-13  

Paul listed sins found in humans who do not love Christ. There is revelry, drunkenness, 

immorality, vulgarity, shamelessness, contention, and envy. Such sins are committed in 

darkness. For those who honor Christ, such activities are unacceptable.  

Romans 13:14  

God put on human flesh in the birth of Jesus, the Incarnation. Humans are asked, in a new birth 

in reverse, to put on Christ. The old person, like old clothes, is to be discarded. Like the process 

of putting on new clothes, the meaning of the love of Christ will be heard, seen, worn, and 

exercised.  

Reflections for discussion of Romans 12:1-2; 13:8-14 

a. When Christian love fulfills the law, it refrains from evil and does good things for others. Where 

is this being done?  

b. God made humans to love him and use things. Sin causes humans to love things and use each 

other. Where is this happening? 

 

Rev. V.L. Daughtery, Jr. is a retired South Georgia pastor. Contact him at vl_daughteryjr@mchsi.com.  

 

The Peaceful Kingdom 

Fall Quarter: The Sovereignty of God 

Unit 1: The Sovereignty of God 

Sunday school lesson for the week of September 4, 2016 

By Rev. Denise Walton 

Lesson Scripture: Isaiah 11:1-9 

The writer of the Adult Bible Studies Sunday School Lesson suggests we begin with an overview of the 

book of Isaiah. A common understanding divides Isaiah into three major sections: chapters 1-39; 

mailto:vl_daughteryjr@mchsi.com


 
 

chapters 40-55; and chapters 55-66. Today we focus on text found in chapters 1-39, commonly referred 

to as “First Isaiah.”  

It is important to note the events in history related to Isaiah span an extended period and cover many 

events. First Isaiah deals with the prophetic events related to the people of Judah and Assyria (the super 

power of that time) and Babylon. Biblical history reveals that Babylon in 587 B.C. replaced Assyria and 

destroyed the temple, placing the people of Judah in exile. 

For the people of God living through the events of history during the time of First Isaiah, there are 

constant political, social, psychological, and spiritual threats. It is within this environment that we 

engage the passage of scripture Isaiah 11:1-9 as a passage of hope for the people of Judah. In the midst 

of the contemporary realities, Isaiah points to the peace of God, the kingdom of God, and a truth of God 

that is larger than the present circumstances. 

The wolf will live with the lamb, 

 the leopard will lie down with the goat, 

the calf and the lion and the yearling[a] together; 

 and a little child will lead them. 

The cow will feed with the bear, 

 their young will lie down together, 

 and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 

The infant will play near the cobra's den, 

 and the young child will put its hand into the viper's nest. 

They will neither harm nor destroy 

 on all my holy mountain, 

for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord 

 as the waters cover the sea. 

(Isaiah 11:6-9, NRSV) 

As United Methodists, how do we understand who God is in the midst of the contemporary world we 

live in with all of its complexities? How can we in the midst of the current political, social, 

environmental and spiritual realities of our time, consider Isaiah's message of God's peaceful kingdom 

for our current time? 



 
 

The major attribute of God in today’s lesson is God’s sovereignty. However, let's take a look at the way 

United Methodists understand who God is in relation to our faith. The description of God’s attributes 

below, from The United Methodist Member’s Handbook, helps us to understand our Christian identity 

as it relates to God. I invite you to read and reflect on the questions following the reading. 

Who God is 

When we say the Apostles’ Creed, we join with millions of Christians through the ages in an 

understanding of God as a Trinity – three persons in one: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God, who is one, 

is revealed in three distinct persons. “God in three persons, blessed Trinity” is one way of speaking 

about the several ways we experience God. 

We also try to find adjectives that describe the divine nature: God is transcendent (over and beyond all 

that is), yet at the same time immanent (present in everything). God is omnipresent (everywhere at 

once), omnipotent (all-powerful), and omniscient (all-knowing). God is absolute, infinite, righteous, just, 

loving, merciful … and more. Because we cannot speak literally about God, we use metaphors: God is a 

Shepherd, a Bridegroom, a Judge. God is Love or Light or Truth. 

What God does 

We cannot describe God with certainty. But we can put into words what God does and how we 

experience God’s action in our lives. God works in at least these seven ways: 

 God creates. In the beginning, God created the universe, and the Creation is ongoing. From the 

whirling galaxies to subatomic particles, to the unfathomable wonders of our minds and bodies, 

we marvel at God’s creative wisdom. 

 God sustains. God continues to be active in creation, holding all in “the everlasting arms.” In 

particular, we affirm that God is involved in our human history – past, present, and future. 

 God loves. God loves all creation. In particular, God loves humankind, created in the divine 

image. This love is like that of a parent. We’ve followed Jesus in speaking of God as “our 

Father,” while at times it seems that God nurtures us in a motherly way as well. 

 God suffers. Since God is present in creation, God is hurt when any aspect of creation is hurt. 

God especially suffers when people are injured. In all violence, abuse, injustice, prejudice, 

hunger, poverty, or illness, the living God is suffering in our midst. 

 God judges. All human behavior is measured by God’s righteous standards – not only the 

behavior itself but also the motive or the intent. The Lord of life knows our sin – and judges it.  

 God redeems. Out of infinite love for each of us, God forgives our own self-destruction and 

renews us within. God is reconciling the individuals, groups, races, and nations that have been 

rent apart. God is redeeming all creation. 

 God reigns. God is the Lord of all creation and of all history. Though it may oftentimes seem that 

the “principalities and powers” of evil have the stronger hand, we affirm God's present and future 

reign. 

When all is done, if we have difficulty in imagining who God is or in relating to God, there’s a simple 

solution: remember Jesus, for in the New Testament picture of Jesus, we see God. 



 
 

United Methodist Member’s Handbook, revised by George Koehler (Discipleship Resources, 2006), pp. 

72-73, was taken from Our Christian Roots: God, www.umc.org.  

Questions: 

 What are the barriers to the peaceful Kingdom of God in the world today? 

 How can we as Christians recapture the biblical image of these passages of hope for a peaceful 

kingdom?  

With hope and peace,  

Denise Walton 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 8/15/2016 edition 

Georgia Chapter PAUMCS Annual Conference – Aug. 18-21 

The Georgia Chapter of the Professional Association of United Methodist Church Secretaries 

(PAUMCS) is having their Annual Conference at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island on Aug. 18-

21, 2016. All church secretaries, administrative assistants, financial secretaries, district secretaries, or 

those who work for United Methodist agencies are welcome to attend. Your position can be a paid or 

volunteer position. For more information and a registration form, visit www.ga-paumcs.org or call 

Charlene Carr at (229) 382-6100 (at Tifton First United Methodist Church). Additional Information 

Pathways – Aug. 20 

Churches looking for new ideas, networking opportunities and practical, quality training for their 

pastors, parishioners, staff and leaders need look no further than the 2016 Pathways to Discipleship 

conference. Scheduled for Saturday, Aug. 20, 2016, at Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner 

Robins, the training event will offer participants dozens of workshops to choose from, each designed to 

help congregations become healthier and to fulfill the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ. South 

Georgia’s newly assigned bishop, Bishop R. Lawson Bryan, will be in attendance and will address 

attendees during Pathways’ opening worship service. The registration deadline has been extended to 

allow more congregations and individuals time to register. Visit www.sgaumc.org/pathways for more 

information, including workshop descriptions and registration. 

Peer Pastor Network: A Conversation about PASSION – Aug. 25  

Congregational Development and the Board of Ordained Ministry are teaming up to sponsor a Peer 

Pastor Network designed to foster key conversations around selected crucial concepts dealing with 

LEADERSHIP. These “conversations” are being held at strategic locations across the conference, and 

pastors are invited to participate in one or all of them. PLEASE NOTE: These conversations are 

specifically designed for LEADERS. Congregational Development will be offering a different series of 

http://www.umc.org/
mailto:denise@sgaumc.org
http://www.ga-paumcs.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/eventdetail/www.ga-paumcs.org
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conversations designed to address the specific needs of pastors serving congregations that need a 

chaplain more than they need a visionary leader. (Note: both Visionary Leaders and Compassionate 

Chaplains are needed and important.) The Aug. 25 PPN conversation will be held on Thursday, Aug. 25 

from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. (includes lunch) at Pittman Park UMC in Statesboro and will be hosted by 

Rev. Bill Bagwell. Space is limited and will be given to those who register first. Click here to register.  

Warner Robins First UMC’s 75th Anniversary Celebration – Aug. 28 

Save the date! Warner Robins First UMC will celebrate its 75th Anniversary on Sunday, Aug. 18 at its 

10:30 a.m. worship service. Guest pastors Rev. Jimmy Duke and Rev. Tom Carruth will preach. Lunch 

will follow in Carter Hall. Lunch tickets need to be purchased in advance by calling 478-923-3737. 

Warner Robins First UMC is located at 205 North Davis Drive; Warner Robins, GA 31093. Visit them 

online at www.fumcwrga.org.  

South Central District Camp Meeting at Camp Tygart – Sept. 11-15 

South Central District Camp Meeting will be held at Camp Tygart Sept. 11 through Sept. 15.  Dinner 

will begin at 6 p.m. Those attending will be asked to bring a covered dish. A detailed list by church will 

be published soon. Dr. Buddy Cooper, District Superintendent of the Northwest District, will be this 

year’s speaker. Contact the South Central District Office at 229-242-7470 with questions. 

UMVIM Leader and Team Training – Sept. 17 

Have you been on a mission journey and would you like to take others to a destination to serve? Have 

you led teams before and would you be interested in sharing your experiences in other local churches to 

help them engage in mission opportunities both at home and abroad by training team leaders? This 

training is designed for all who are interested in learning more about leadership and opportunities in 

missions. The cost is $30 per person, which includes materials and lunch. The training is set for 

Saturday, Sept. 17 at St. Mark UMC in Douglas. Schedule: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.: Team Leader Training. 

Register here to attend this training. If your church would be interested in hosting an UMVIM 

training or for additional information, contact Dr. Gene Barber at hbarber781@bellsouth.net.  

Welcome service and reception for Bishop and Mrs. Bryan – Sept. 18 

On Sunday, Sept. 18, the Conference will host a welcome service and reception for South Georgia’s new 

episcopal family, Bishop R. Lawson Bryan and Mrs. Sherrill Bryan. It will be held at 4 p.m. at Mulberry 

Street United Methodist Church in Macon. All are invited and encouraged to attend. More information 

will be forthcoming in the coming weeks.  

Methodist Children’s Home Work Day Offering – Sept. 18 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering to support 

the ministry of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth. The Work Day Offering for the Methodist 

Home is a tradition from the 1900s, a time when people, mostly farmers, donated the equivalent of one 

day’s wages to the Methodist Home. Sometimes they would load a freight car with cotton or peanuts and 

send it to Macon. Today folks just use a calculator. The amount of the work day offering can be 

calculated quite simply: Divide your annual income by 365 (farmers didn’t take vacation days.) For 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PeerPastor
http://www.fumcwrga.org/
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/StMarksUMVIM
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example, if a person made $60,000 a year, it would be $60,000 divided by 365 = $164. Whether you 

give cotton or a check, be assured that your gift will bring hope and a new lease on life to the more than 

400 children and families they serve every day. To learn more about this incredible ministry of our 

conference visit www.themethodisthome.org.  

KidzQuest – Sept. 23-25 

KidzQuest is an annual fall weekend retreat for third through sixth grade students at Epworth By The 

Sea on St. Simons Island. Sponsored by South Georgia's Connectional Ministries, KidzQuest offers a 

chance for children to take a break from school, spend time with friends, worship with church groups of 

all sizes and hear about the HOPE we have in Christ’s unfailing love. Free time has been scheduled in to 

allow for groups to enjoy the island as well. Click here for more information. Registration is open. Space 

is limited to the first 500 complete registrations. Deadline is Sept. 12, 2016, or until event fills up. 

Eagles’ Fall Retreat – Oct. 24-26 

The South Georgia Eagles’ Fall Retreat is set for Oct. 24-26, 2016 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons 

Island. The theme is “A Silver Lining” with retired Bishop Richard Looney leading the sessions. He will 

address the following topics: 1) Engaging life –Learning from the humor of Jesus; 2) Dealing with 

personal loss and sorrow – we help others, can we help ourselves?; 3) The joy of planning one’s own 

funeral – this is not as heavy as it sounds. All retirees of the South Georgia Annual Conference, aka 

“Eagles,” are invited to the Fall Retreat. If possible, please bring a craft, canned food item, or something 

others might want to purchase for placement in the silent auction that’s held to help pay the retreat 

expenses. Each Eagle is responsible for making their own reservations. Call Epworth By The Sea at 912-

638-8688 for rates and to make your reservation before Oct 12. Come to be rejuvenated! 

 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. Dr. Max Hill 

Reverend Dr. Max Hill, age 87, of Lyons, died Wednesday, August 10, 2016, in the Community 

Hospice House in Vidalia, after an extended illness. He was a native of Albany and was a 1946 graduate 

of Albany High School. He earned a Bachelor’s Degree from Georgia Southern, Master’s Degree in 

Theology from Candler School of Theology at Emory University, and a PhD in Ministry and Theology 

from Luther Rice Seminary. He began his ministry in 1954 at Morningside Methodist Church in Albany. 

Later, in several Methodist churches, including Meigs –Ochlocknee in Thomas County, Wrens, Ocilla, 

Lynmore in Macon, Pinson Memorial in Sylvester, Lyons, Dawson St. in Thomasville, Eastman, 

Sharpe’s Chapel in Lyons, Marvin United Methodist, and retired from the ministry in 2004. He was an 

author and published a book called “As the Twig is Bent” and also became an avid oil painter. He and 

his wife were honored by the First United Methodist Church of Lyons by having a room named after 

them, called the Max and Ann Hill Library and Hospitality Room. He was preceded in death by his wife 

of 58 years, Ann Clayton Hill; and parents, C.A. and Johnnie Roe Wimberly Hill.    
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Dr. Hill is survived by four children, Kevin Hill and wife Jean of Lyons, Clay Hill and wife Marcy of 

Bellville, Vic Hill and wife Jane of Colquitt, and Angela Hill Quarterman of Lyons; nine grandchildren, 

Brooke, Wesley, Whitney, Chuck, Wade, Maggie, Victoria, Michaela, and Molly; seven great-

grandchildren, Luke, Raeann, Hampton, Hayes, Bryson, Paisley, and Kelton, and several nieces and 

nephews. 

The funeral service was held Saturday, August 13 at Lyons First United Methodist Church. Rev. Jim 

Morrow officiated. Burial followed in the Lyons City Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the First United Methodist Church Capital 

Improvement Fund, P.O. Box 71, Lyons GA 30436. 

Rev. James “Gaston” Pollock 

Rev. James “Gaston” Pollock, 85, of Columbus, Ga., died Wednesday August 10, 2016, at Columbus 

Hospice House. 

Funeral services were Saturday, August 13, 2016, at St. Luke United Methodist Church with Rev. 

Robert Beckum officiating, assisted by Rev. Dick Reese and Rev. Charles Cox. A private burial was 

held at Parkhill Cemetery. A reception and family visitation were held immediately following the 

service at the church. Honorary pallbearers were his fellow members of the New Beginnings Sunday 

School Class and the Tuesday Morning Bible Study. 

Rev. Pollock was born July 9, 1931, in Mitchell County, Ga., the son of the late James Isaac and Maggie 

Poitevint Pollock. He was a graduate of Young Harris College, Birmingham Southern College, and 

Emory University's Candler School of Theology. He retired, after 44 years as a minister with the South 

Georgia United Methodist Conference, having served numerous churches, including St. John United 

Methodist Church and Striplin Terrace United Methodist Church in Columbus. For the past 16 years he 

was the director of the Samaritan Fund Outreach Program at St. Luke United Methodist Church. He was 

also a member of the New Beginnings Sunday School Class, the Tuesday Morning Bible Study, and the 

Administrative Council. He also volunteered with Respite Care, Meals on Wheels, and the Callaway 

Gardens Chapel. He was a former Lions, Kiwanis, and Exchange Club member. Additionally, he was 

involved with a cancer research study for 15 years through the University of Arizona. His hobbies 

included gardening, setting up a bird sanctuary, and was an avid Braves’ fan.  

Survivors include his loving wife of 62 years, Annette Sanders Pollock of Columbus; daughters Angie 

Mitchell (Moody) of Midland, Ga. and Janne Childs (Joe) of Macon; sisters Anne Smith of Columbus 

and Elaine Daffron (James) of Warner Robins; four grandchildren, Daniel Mitchell, III of Columbus, 

Cameron Childs (Katherine) of St. Petersburg, Fla., Hailey Grizzell of Atlanta, and Katie Mitchell of 

Columbus; one great-grandson, James Mitchell of Columbus; brother-in-law and sister-in-law, Ronnie 

and Phyllis Sanders of Columbus; and numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins. 



 
 

Flowers will be accepted, those so desiring may make contributions to the Respite Care, Samaritan 

Fund, or Music Scholarship Fund at St. Luke United Methodist Church, PO Box 867 Columbus, Ga. 

31902. 

Those who wish may sign the online guest registry for Rev. Pollock at 

www.mcmullenfuneralhome.com.  

 

Scripture Readings – August 15 

August 21 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Psalm 71:1-6 (UMH 794) 

Hebrews 12:18-29 

Luke 13:10-17 

August 28 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 2:4-13 

Psalm 81:1, 10-16 (UMH 803) 

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

Luke 14:1, 7-14 

September 4 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 18:1-11 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (UMH 854) 

Philemon 1:1-21 

Luke 14:25-33 
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