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Jesup congregations join to serve community 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

In Matthew 28, Jesus issued the Great Commission to his disciples: “Therefore go and make disciples of 

all nations …” 

Three congregations in Jesup acted on that command last month when they joined together to serve their 

community in a “Love Your Neighbor: A Week of Methodist Service” outreach event. 

A partnership of Jesup First United Methodist Church, Epworth United Methodist Church, and Emory 

Chapel United Methodist Church, the Love Your Neighbor week was born out of a desire for 

congregations to move beyond the comforts of the church facilities into the community and to serve God 

by serving others. 

“It’s vital that we get outside our church building,” said Rev. Tucker Lewis, pastor of Jesup First UMC. 

“We have to get out where people are, where we can meet people, and where they can see us doing 

something.”   

The week, planned in advance of Hurricane Matthew, was scheduled for Oct. 9 through Oct. 15, but the 

hurricane, as it did for so many, shifted plans a bit. 

On Thursday, Oct. 6, Jesup First UMC was contacted by the local Emergency Management Agency and 

asked to open as a hurricane shelter. The next morning, volunteers welcomed their first guests, a mother 

and son seeking safer shelter than their mobile home. By dark, the shelter had reached capacity. 

“(Opening as a shelter) was unplanned, but what a way to start,” Rev. Lewis said of the Love Your 

Neighbor week. 

During the week, members of the three congregations participated in several outreach projects: a prayer 

journey, praying at different locations throughout town; writing notes to shut-ins and college students; 

assembling care bags for residents in the local nursing home; building picnic tables at an Easter Seals 

house; taking food trays to first responders; and bagging and distributing more than 20,000 pounds of 

sweet potatoes. 



 
 

The week was a great time to come together as one body to collectively do something good for the 

community, said Rev. Vicki Scott, pastor of Emory Chapel UMC. 

“I think it’s vitally important that we as congregations and churches be involved with the community 

and address the needs of our community,” she said. “We are three United Methodist churches in one 

place, so we wanted to come together as one Church to present a unified front as United Methodists.” 

Rev. Melissa Traver, pastor of Epworth UMC, was amazed at how the congregations and community 

came together to make the potato drop a success. Coordinated through the Society of St. Andrew, the 

potato drop was the culmination of the Love Your Neighbor week’s events.  

Early on Saturday morning, Oct. 15, 200 volunteers bagged more than 20,000 pounds of gleaned sweet 

potatoes in a blazing 45 minutes. Nearly half of the volunteers were from the community and not 

associated with the three churches. 

“This was a grand adventure of faithfulness,” Rev. Traver said of the potato drop. “We wanted to come 

together, but we also wanted to inspire the community to come together.” 

Morgan’s Chapel United Methodist Church in Townsend received 75 bags for its food bank; Darien 

United Methodist Church received more than 50 bags for its feeding ministry, Charlie’s Place; 

Sparrow’s Nest in Brunswick received 150 bags; and hundreds of bags were distributed in and around 

Jesup. 

The week’s activities were an opportunity to step outside the confines of a church building and to show 

Christlike love in action, said Rev. Scott. 

“Our commission is to make disciples,” she said. “When we look at Jesus’ command he says, ‘Go,’ not 

‘stay,’ so if we want to make disciples we have to be in action and we have to go.” 

 

Data can help congregations understand communities, shape programming 

By Kara WItherow, Editor 

*This is the second of a two-part series on the ways data can help local churches. 

Who lives near your church? Single, working mothers? Baby Boomers? Young families?  

Do you know?  

Knowing your community – your target audience – is important to being successful in your outreach 

efforts. But it isn’t always easy to access the information you need to get to know your neighbors. 



 
 

Since 2009, the South Georgia Conference has partnered with MissionInsite to provide demographic 

research, real-time congregant analysis, and easy to use web-based tools to local South Georgia churches 

and agencies.  

The service is paid for by the conference through a partnership between Congregational Development 

and the Office of Connectional Ministries. 

MissionInsite’s community demographic information can help congregations better understand their 

communities. Using data to shape programming is wise, said Rev. Jay Hanson, director of 

Congregational Development. 

“This is how you listen to your community,” he said. “This is how you get to know their concerns, their 

needs, who they are. That then helps you lead more effectively with less energy.” 

MissionInsite provides more than 50 variables of current demographic information on its website 

(www.missioninsite.com). The MissionInsite website not only provides instant access to demographic 

data, but also has tools that will allow congregations to conduct their own mission discovery and 

analysis in real-time.  

Data can be drilled down to county, zip codes, and even neighborhoods, and provides detailed 

information to the household level and gives insight into people’s spending, their magazine 

subscriptions, lifestyle trends, and much more. It even provides information about an area’s population 

density and there are noted electronic boundaries for the conference. Every church is plotted by satellite 

and can tell a user, down to two to three feet, where every church in the conference is located. 

The MissionInsite data shows church leaders who really surrounds their campuses and how they behave, 

which can help congregations target their programming to reach them. 

“Most churches don’t really need to do anything else,” Rev. Hanson said. “They’re doing too much. 

They’re burned out, they’re stressed out, and they’re worn out because they’re doing so many different 

things, but they’re programming to who they think is out there.” 

Using the data MissionInsite provides is a way congregations can be more focused and effective in their 

ministries and programming so they can do less, but be more effective, he said. Instead of making 

assumptions about what people need, church leaders will be making educated, data-based decisions. 

“We can be targeted instead of guessing,” Rev. Hanson said. “It can help us speak the language of the 

community and connect with those around us.” 

Another useful tool is www.umdata.org, the United Methodist Data Access page. Maintained by the 

General Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA) for The United Methodist Church, 

www.umdata.org provides searchable statistical information regarding churches, pastors, leadership, 

conferences, and other entities. The website also allows users to print helpful graphs of the information. 

Rev. Hanson encouraged pastors and church leaders to utilize the resources available. 

http://www.missioninsite.com/
http://www.umdata.org/
http://www.umdata.org/


 
 

“There’s more data out there than you might realize and it’s easier to get to than you might know,” he 

said. “What you learn can shape and effect programming.” 

 

The Congregational Development Corner: 10 for 10 (10 steps for 10 percent growth) 

During the 2016 Annual Conference session, action steps for congregational growth were shared during 

a Fruitfulness in Evangelism panel discussion, moderated by Rev. Jay Hanson, director of 

Congregational Development. Five clergy – Rev. Antonie Walker, Rev. Leigh Ann Raynor, Rev. Hale 

Bishop, Rev. Matt Hearn, and Rev. Jim Cowart – each shared two key tools for evangelism and growth 

and together gave clergy and lay attendees 10 action steps for 10 percent growth.  

In the next several Advocate issues Congregational Development will share articles to give you and 

your congregation practical steps for church growth and development.  

Preparing for guests 

By Rev. Matt Hearn 

My family and I recently went on vacation. On the Sunday we were gone we decided to visit the local 

Methodist Church and we got to experience first hand what it’s like to be a guest in a new place.  

As we pulled in, I noticed the visitor parking signs, so I pulled into one of the empty spaces. I was 

excited to experience their hospitality. We got out of the car and no one welcomed us. We were not sure 

which door to go in because there was no parking team, or greeters, or signs to direct us. So we picked a 

door and went inside. Inside there were greeters with bulletins. They said good morning, but did not ask 

if we needed assistance. We eventually found our way to the sanctuary. The service was nice, and the 

people there all seemed to enjoy themselves and each other. We felt a little like guests at a family 

gathering.  

What our guests experience as they make their way onto our church campuses will set the tone for the 

rest of their experience. How we set the stage starts to break down walls long before they enter into the 

sanctuary. Here are some ideas to help guests at your church feel like they belong.  

Before guests arrive 

 Website: This is your new front porch. Most people visit your website before they visit your 

church. A church should seriously consider how its website looks to those visiting it. Many 

church websites look very unprofessional and are difficult to navigate. Build your website for 

those who are considering a visit by giving directions and service times. When someone visits 

your site, you want them to have a clear understanding of what to expect. Great photos of the 

church set expectations. You may also want to include a link to your most recent sermon series. 



 
 

Do not clutter your website with announcements, as members are probably not visiting your 

website. 

 Streetscape: Curb appeal is an important aspect to drawing people into the church. Take a look 

with fresh eyes at the exterior of your grounds and make sure it’s as attractive as possible from 

the curb. 

 Clutter: Do you have stuff just laying around in the hallways? Are office doors open to display 

cluttered desks? When was the last time you updated your bulletin boards? Many times we 

become so comfortable with clutter we don’t notice it anymore. Your guests will notice. 

Guest experience 

The first thing you need to know about preparing for guests is the Seven Minute Rule. The Seven 

Minute Rule simply means that a guest decides whether or not to return to your church within the first 

seven minutes of their visit. So you need to be prepared to make a great first impression. Here is a list of 

things to work on to make sure your first-time guest becomes a second-time guest.  

 Parking Team: Consider adding a parking team to your hospitality team. The parking team 

extends the hospitality of your church into the parking lot. This is a friendly face that can answer 

a question and point your guest in the right  direction. It begins to lower the anxiety of the first 

time guest.  

 Signage: Guests need to know their next step when they arrive on your campus. You are 

answering their question before they even ask. Please do not post handwritten signs. Make sure 

you have signs for three specific areas:  

o Bathrooms: This sign needs to be visible from every entrance. A guest should not have 

to ask where the restrooms are located. 

o Children’s check-in area: Guests are asking: do you have a place for my children? 

Having signs directing them to the children’s check-in area answers that question. You 

also want to make sure this area is secure and clean. Make sure parents are comfortable 

with your process. 

o Sanctuary: The two greatest fears guests have when visiting a church are being asked to 

pray out loud and walking through the wrong door and ending up on stage. Make sure 

you point guests to the main entrance to your sanctuary so they don’t end up walking 

through the wrong door. 

 Host team: Do you have a team of volunteers to engage and assist guests? Do they talk to one 

another instead of engaging guests? Are they standing inside or are they outside so guests can see 

them? Make sure your host team is trained and understands how critical their ministry is to the 



 
 

work of the church. You may want to consider giving the host team a script to help them engage 

guests. 

 Culture: Is your hospitality engaging or just friendly? Most people believe that their church is 

friendly because their friends go to their church. You don’t want to be just a friendly church, you 

want to be an engaging church. This means going out of your way to make sure guests feel 

welcome and wanted. 

Rev. Matt Hearn serves as senior pastor of Gateway Community Church in Pooler. Contact him at 

matt@gatewaypooler.com.  

 

Council of Bishops to call for 2019 General Conference 

Sets forth actions to involve the whole church in prayer and conversation 

St. Simons Island, Ga.: Through an affirmative vote at their fall meeting this week, the United Methodist 

Council of Bishops expressed their intent to call for a special session of the General Conference in either 

February or March of 2019 and asked the business manager of  the General Conference to move forward 

with exploring venues and a bid search. 

The Constitution of The United Methodist Church provides that the Council of Bishops may call a 

special session of the General Conference possessing the authority and exercising all the powers of the 

General Conference. Business to be considered during such a session would be limited to the purpose 

defined within the call, which also would include the time and place. 

The Council’s action stops short of making the actual call for a special session, which is expected to 

come at some point after the Commission on a Way Forward begins its work. 

The Council’s Executive Committee brought the recommendation to the full Council for consideration 

and action after exploring the feasibility of meeting in either 2018 or 2019. 

“A requirement that materials be in the hands of delegates at least 230 days before such a session makes 

it unlikely that the Commission could complete its work in time to meet that deadline for a 2018 

meeting, so 2019 seemed to us to be the best option,” said Bishop Bruce R. Ough, president of the 

Council. “The purpose of broadening the timeframe to either February or March is to afford more 

flexibility in finding a suitable and available location.” 

Such a special session would be composed of delegates to the preceding General Conference – or their 

lawful successors – unless a conference prefers to have a new election. 

The Council received a report from the moderators of the Way Forward about composition of 

commission membership, a plan for the first meetings and a strategy for communication. 

mailto:matt@gatewaypooler.com
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward


 
 

The Council also voted to approve a recommendation from the Executive Committee to initiate a 

conversational process among clergy and laity within annual and central conferences that would parallel 

the work of the Commission on a Way Forward. Each bishop would be free to structure the process and 

timeline according to the specific needs and context of their area, using some suggested questions as a 

starting point. 

Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett and Bishop Al Gwinn, co-chairs of the Praying Our Way 

Forward Initiative, announced the second phase of the appeal, which involves each conference making a 

commitment to come together in prayer during a designated week. The effort would begin January 1, 

2017 and continue into 2018. The first phase involved a commitment from bishops for daily prayer 

focused on the selection and initial efforts of the Commission. 

“We want the church and the Commission on a Way Forward to be led by God. This prayer emphasis 

puts us in a posture where as a church we are asking and listening for God’s leadership,” said Bishop 

Wallace-Padgett. “Our prayer focus is twofold: We are praying that God will help us to more effectively 

fulfill the mission of the church.  And we are praying to be one in Christ.” 

She said they are inviting persons to: 

 pray daily for the church’s effectiveness in fulfilling our mission of making disciples and for the 

outcome of the work of the Commission on a Way Forward 

 participate in their conference’s week of prayer; 

 fast weekly as they are able for The United Methodist Church and our future 

Bishop Gwinn said the Council is working in partnership The Upper Room, which has developed a 

website called UMCprays.org. “The website features many tools and resources to help you to plan your 

week of prayer,” said Bishop Gwinn. “Each week will feature information about what is happening in 

the conference that is praying that week, including a prayer-focused blog written by the bishop in that 

area.” 

 

Truly thankful 

FROM THE BISHOP 

R. LAWSON BRYAN 

Thanksgiving came early for Sherrill and me this year. You are the reason for that.  

Thank you for your compassionate response to Sherrill’s accident. Her recovery from a fractured pelvis 

is on track and should be complete in six to eight weeks. Your prayers and other forms of 

encouragement are playing an important role in her healing. That is why I want you to know that we are 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/council-launches-prayer-initiative-praying-our-way-forward
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/council-launches-prayer-initiative-praying-our-way-forward
http://umcprays.org/


 
 

thanking God for you. We have learned that the South Georgia Conference has a tremendous capacity 

for caring in the name of Christ. Sherrill and I thank you for your healing ministry to us.  

Another reason for thanksgiving has emerged over the past eight weeks as I have had the opportunity to 

preach and to meet with laity and clergy in each of our six districts. A couple of those meetings are 

being rescheduled due to Hurricane Matthew and Sherrill’s accident. Praise God for the vitality I have 

seen in the South Georgia Conference! I am more excited than ever about the opportunity to serve with 

you, for truly we are “Alive Together in Christ” (Ephesians 2:5). 

Thanksgiving is also in order for the immediate and ongoing response of our conference to the areas 

affected by Hurricane Matthew. Allison Lindsey and Luis Morales kept us connected through updates 

about the path of the storm, damage assessments, and specific ways of helpfully responding. Many of 

our churches served as shelters for evacuees. Our members gave to special offerings for the disaster 

relief effort.    

Notice how St. Paul includes thanksgiving in this passage from 1 Timothy 2:1-4: 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for 

everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 

life in all godliness and dignity. 

This is right and acceptable in the sight of God our savior, who desires everyone to be saved and 

to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

Above all, what Christians have to be thankful for is that God wills and works for the salvation of all 

people. God desires everyone to be saved. That truth leads us to pray confidently for all people.  

As the national election approaches I ask you to join me in praying for our nation and for all those who 

will be elected to public office. We pray confidently because we know God is able to accomplish far 

more than we can ask or imagine. For that, we can be truly thankful! 

 

Gratitude and the interconnectedness of life 

GROWING IN GRACE 

BEN GOSDEN 

By the time you read this column we will be about 36 hours away from the end of this presidential 

election cycle. And I’m sure I’m not the first (or only) one to say: thank God!  

2016 has felt like a year filled with picking sides, waging wars of words on those with whom we don’t 

agree, and questioning the very things that hold us all together. Presidential election cycles have a 

magical way of sowing seeds of division. But for Methodists, General Conference 2016 followed the 



 
 

same pattern of dysfunction and mistrust: we pick sides, we “tweet” and “share” and write “open letters” 

about all the things we don’t agree with. We pout when we don’t “win” and gloat when we do. All the 

while we grow more cynical inside. We don’t trust the things that are supposed to hold us together, 

things like the “Book of Discipline,” a shared sense of mission, or even our bishops.  

I don’t know about you, but some days the chaos and dysfunction of it all just makes me sad and tired. 

Where has our sense of hope gone? Where’s the optimism that says, “things aren’t perfect, but with 

God’s help we can go on toward perfection?”  

A friend recently reminded me of a wonderful social media practice that I’ve seen over the last few 

years where the month of November becomes a month of gratitude. Some call it the “30-Day Gratitude 

Project.” The goal for the month is to find something every day that you’re grateful for and take a 

picture and/or write a post about it on Facebook. I’ve always loved seeing people post their gratitude for 

things as big as the love of family and friends or as seemingly small as a good cup of coffee.  

We need more gratitude in our lives. And in these seasons of dysfunction, where tempers flare and 

negativity runs at an all-time high, we especially need to remember to be grateful. Writer Anne Lamott 

writes that, “gratitude is a magnetic energy that draws people to us.” I think that’s true. It’s a heck of a 

lot more effective than just being a big ball of anger, spewing negative opinions all the time.  

But even more, gratitude reminds us of our interconnectedness to one another. Being grateful means 

remembering that we need each other. Life doesn’t happen in isolation. God puts us all together for a 

reason – even with our different opinions on theology, politics, and life. One of my new favorite shows 

on television, “This Is Us”, had a profound line in a recent episode. One of the characters was trying to 

explain this interconnectedness to his nieces and said, “…we realize there’s no you, or me, or them – 

there’s just us.”  

I’ll do my best to write about things I’m grateful for every day this month. I’ll do it because after this 

election season and in the midst of our denominational turmoil, my soul needs the sort of cleansing that 

a month gratitude can offer. I’ll do it because every now and then I need to be reminded that, by God’s 

amazing grace, my life is connected to the lives of all sorts of people – some I agree with more than 

others – but all made in the image of God. I’ll do this project because when I look beyond my own 

opinions and soap boxes, I’m able to catch a glimpse of God’s amazing grace that gives me so much. 

The least I can do is share this with others.  

The Rev. Ben Gosden is the pastor at Trinity United Methodist Church in Savannah. He can be reached 

at bgosden1982@gmail.com.  

 

John Wesley: Musician (continued …) 

mailto:bgosden1982@gmail.com


 
 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 

DAVE HANSON 

John Wesley strongly believed that music was a vital part of the evangelistic movement he was leading. 

His brother, Charles, was the hymn writer, but John was a strong advocate for singing the gospel 

message in worship. He is credited with introducing hymn singing into the English- speaking church. 

Here are some more of John Wesley’s directions for singing which were in his preface to Sacred 

Melody, 1761: 

“V. Sing modestly. Do not bawl, so as to be heard above or distinct from the rest of the 

congregation, that you may not destroy the harmony; but strive to unite your voices together, so 

as to make one clear melodious sound. 

VI. Sing in time. Whatever time is sung be sure to keep with it. Do not run before nor stay 

behind it; but attend close to the leading voices, and move therewith as exactly as you can; and 

take care not to sing too slow. This drawling way naturally steals on all who are lazy; and it is 

high time to drive it out from us, and sing all our times just as quick as we did at first.  

VII. Above all sing spiritually. Have an eye to God in every word you sing. Aim at pleasing him 

more than yourself, or any other creature. In order to do this attend strictly to the sense of what 

you sing, and see that your heart is not carried away with the sound, but offered to God 

continually; so shall your singing be such as the Lord will approve here, and reward you when he 

cometh in the clouds of heaven.”  

 

Encounter retreat will help youth break out of today’s culture and shine a light for 

Christ 

Encounter, the annual youth retreat sponsored by South Georgia’s Connectional Ministries, will 

“BREAK OUT” Nov. 18-20 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. The theme will delve deeper 

into teaching sixth through twelfth grade students how to break out of today’s culture and shine a light 

for Christ.  

Rev. Jonathan Smith, Director of the Wesley Foundation at Georgia Southern University, will be the 

speaker for Encounter. Jonathan’s ability to reach so many different ages with the truth of the Gospel is 

evident in his style of speaking.  

Gracie Boatright, worship leader for the College of Coastal Georgia’s Wesley Foundation and The 

Chapel in Brunswick, will share her gifts during each of the worship services. Gracie has been singing 

since she was a toddler and uses her God-given gift to lead others into a deeper relationship with Christ.  



 
 

You never know what character is going to show up when Brandon Rushin comes to emcee an event, 

but you know it will be one that leaves you in stitches! Brandon is a fixture at South Georgia events 

because of his ability to engage audiences of all ages. His booming presence and full-of-surprises stage 

time keeps students on the edges of their seats.  

Online registration is available through Nov. 9. Churches will register as a group and the cost for this 

event is $130 per person which includes programming, insurance, food, lodging, and a t-shirt. 

Click here to register. 

Adult chaperones with Safe Sanctuary certification must be provided by each church group. For more 

information, contact Event Coordinator Suzanne Akins at suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626 ext. 

107. 

More information can also be found on the Encounter website at www.sgaumc.org/encounter.  

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 11/7/2016 edition 

Early Response Team & Chainsaw Training – Nov. 12 

An Early Response Team Training will be held from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 12, 2016, at 

Pierce Chapel UMC in Midland. An optional Chainsaw Training class*, conducted by Rick Dorer, will 

be held in the afternoon, from 1 to 5 p.m. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and 

teams to respond in the immediate aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per 

participant. At the training, participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and, upon completing the 

course, will receive an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before 

receiving badges. Please provide proof of background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are 

applicable. Lunch is also included in the cost. Register here for this training. To schedule an ERT 

training please contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com. *Chainsaw training requirements: 

complete and pass ERT training offered in the morning or hold current ERT badge, bring your own 

chainsaw and personal protective equipment. Cost for chainsaw training only is $12. If taken following 

the ERT class in the morning the cost is $6. The cost includes your textbook and badge.  

Wesleyan College Sunday – Nov. 13 

Each local United Methodist Church in South Georgia is encouraged to take up a special offering to 

support the ministry of Wesleyan College in Macon. To learn more about Wesleyan College, 

visit www.wesleyancollege.edu. 

Volunteer Disaster Chaplaincy Training with the National Disaster Interfaiths Network – Nov. 15-

16 

Now, more than ever, communities across the United States are facing unprecedented natural and man-

made disasters. Spiritual first-aid is an essential part of recovery, and volunteer chaplains are on the 

https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/Encounter2016
mailto:suzanne@sgaumc.com
http://www.sgaumc.org/encounter
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingPierceChapel
mailto:morhilll@gmail.com
http://www.wesleyancollege.edu/


 
 

front lines in delivering disaster human service operations and disaster site operations. The Beecken 

Center, in partnership with the National Disaster Interfaiths Network (NDIN), invites clergy and lay 

spiritual caregivers of all faiths to take this two-day disaster chaplaincy training at the Sewanee Inn in 

Sewanee, Tenn., Nov. 15-16, 2016. Participants who complete this certification can volunteer in their 

own diocese or faith community, or with NDIN and its national partners. NDIN can also assist 

unaffiliated volunteers in finding disaster spiritual care volunteer opportunities in local communities 

across the United States. Emergency managers and disaster mental health professionals may also take 

this course to develop their knowledge of disaster spiritual care best practices. This training prepares 

clergy, religious leaders, or spiritual care providers to volunteer as disaster chaplains in mass-care 

settings, or to serve as disaster chaplains within their house of worship, religious community, or 

professional institution. Led by the National Disaster Interfaiths Network team, participants learn about 

disaster response operations, spiritual care, mental health, and self-care. Strategies to promote recovery 

and resiliency are also covered. Click here for more information. 

Encounter Youth Retreat – Nov. 18-20 

Encounter is a weekend retreat designed for sixth through twelfth grade students where everyone will 

ENCOUNTER God, but each in a very unique way. This retreat will offer passionate worship, relevant 

Bible study and a fun time together on St. Simons Island with your youth. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/encounter for more information. 

United Methodist Student Day – Nov. 27 

The United Methodist Student Day Special Sunday Offering helps provide funds for scholarships and 

loans for United Methodist students. Student Day gifts make a real difference for those who hope to 

attend college. Ninety percent (90%) of the offering goes toward funding the many scholarships and 

loans administered by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (www.gbhem.org) and ten 

percent (10%) stays within our state and goes to Georgia UM-related schools for merit 

scholarships.  Contact the Georgia Commission on Higher Education and Campus Ministry (770-854-

7283 or www.gahied.com) or click here for more information and promotional materials.   

Early Response Team Training – Dec. 3 

An Early Response Team Training will be held from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 3, 2016, at 

Isle of Hope United Methodist Church in Savannah. Early Response Team Trainings help equip 

individuals and teams to respond in the immediate aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is 

$25 per participant. At the training, participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and, upon 

completing the course, will receive an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-shirt. Background checks are 

required before receiving badges. Please provide proof of background check. Safe Sanctuaries 

background checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the cost. Register here for this training. To 

schedule an ERT training contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com. 

Albany First UMC One Unified Service of Worship – Dec. 4 

This year marks the 175th year of Albany First United Methodist Church in downtown Albany. To 

commemorate the anniversary, the church planned four Unified Services. The first three services 

http://beeckencenter.sewanee.edu/events/chaplaincy-training-nov-2016
http://www.sgaumc.org/encounter
http://www.gbhem.org/
http://www.gahied.com/
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/united-methodist-student-day
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTGatheringIOH
mailto:morhilll@gmail.com


 
 

focused on remembering and celebrating the rich history of Albany First UMC’s ministries and 

engaging the congregation and community in Christ’s service. On Sunday, Dec. 4, Albany First looks to 

the future in a spirit of anticipation. Please join them at 307 Flint Ave., Albany, GA, on Dec. 4 at 10:30 

a.m. and a luncheon afterward. Contact bethrobrien@gmail.com for more information. 

 

I See a New Jerusalem 

Fall Quarter: The Sovereignty of God 

Unit 3: Alpha and Omega 

Sunday school lesson for the week of November 13, 2016  

By Rev. Earnestine Campbell  

Lesson scripture: Revelation 21:9-14, 22-27 

Background scripture: Revelation 21:9-27 

Purpose: To embrace the hope experienced in the vision of the New Jerusalem 

Hearing the Word 

As we prepare to hear the Word, let’s identify some of the characters that we will engage in this lesson. 

We see the angel as the guide and speaker, John the apostle, the receiver of the message, Jesus the 

Lamb, and the Bride is the New Jerusalem, the new city.1 (Adult Bible Studies Fall 2016, The 

Sovereignty of God) 

Revelation 21:9-10 

Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues spoke with me. 

“Come,” he said, “I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” He took me in a Spirit-inspired trance to 

a great, high mountain, and he showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God. 

The author symbolizes in this final chapter the vision of New Jerusalem, and the message that God has 

all power. We see the divine celestial beings, angels, speaking figurative words for a new vision of hope. 

These divine beings appear anthropomorphic, in human characteristic; thus, the spiritual becomes more 

personal. The author continues from last week’s text the image of the marital covenant. 

Let’s take a moment to reflect on these verses for the purpose of life application: 

 Have you experienced God’s sharing or revealing to you a new vision or plan for your life? 

 Did you realize God was leading you or did you dismiss the plan or vision? 
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Teachers, as you engage Revelation 21:11-14, consider inviting a volunteer to read aloud the text while 

others close their eyes and listen. As participants meditate on the scripture, invite them to share what 

they heard, touched, and witnessed when reading the text aloud. 

Revelation 21:11-14 

The city had God’s glory. Its brilliance was like a priceless jewel, like jasper that was as clear as 

crystal. It had a great high wall with twelve gates. By the gates were twelve angels, and on the gates 

were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel’s sons. There were three gates on the east, three 

gates on the north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the west. The city wall had twelve 

foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the Lamb’s twelve apostles.  

The author of the text expresses the manifestation of God’s presence with his believers. The image of 

God’s glory reflects the brilliance of priceless jewels. In the Adult Bible Studies, that author expresses 

the image of God as “purity and perfection.” In Ezekiel 43:4, we see in the text the glory of God 

entering the temple, signifying his protection as well.2 I can imagine a peace provided by God’s 

presence that provides protection that we don’t quite feel today; a protection void of security cameras, 

human made high walls, and security guards. God’s symbolic secure wall will be all the protection we 

need. The Adult Bible Studies tells us “the wall and gates were likely connected to Ezekiel 48:30-35. 

Ezekiel does not mention a wall, it does mention gates and gate towers, indicating that there must be a 

wall and well.”3  

Teachers, for more suporting text, take the opportunity for the class to read passages in Ezekiel 48. 

Revelation 21:22-26 

I didn’t see a temple in the city because its temple is the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb. The city 

doesn’t need the sun or the moon to shine on it, because God’s glory is its light, and its lamp is the 

Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates 

will never be shut by day, and there will be no night there. They will bring the glory and honor of the 

nations into it. Nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is vile and deceitful, but 

only those who are registered in the Lamb’s scroll of life. 

From the Adult Bible Studies, we see the new vision differs from Revelation 3:12:7:15 in anticipation 

for a New Jerusalem. There will be no temple because of God’s permeating presence. It explains further 

that his idea is not new to John’s vision. “Jeremiah 3:15-17 hints at this, where the Ark of the Covenant 

that was housed in the Temple is no longer needed (verse 22).”4  

I can picture a worship not based on internal and external factors or building concerns. The Adult Bible 

Studies continues to connect other references to the worship. In the Gospel of John, the author states, 

“the idea of the absence Temple as a place of worship is in this conversation with Jesus and the 

Samaritan woman (read John 4:21, 23).”5 We see that the new vision connects with some other Biblical 

text from the Old and New Testaments. Paraphrasing, the Adult Bible Studies author continues to 

expound that the sun, moon, or lamps will no longer be needed, using Isaiah 60:19: “The sun will no 

longer be your light by day, / nor will the moon shine for illumination by night. / The Lord will be your 



 
 

everlasting light; / your God will be your glory (verse 23).”6 Let’s take away from the text and author 

that God’s vision is the ultimate victory! 

Questions to consider  

 Consider someone that may feel past failures or obstacles dictate the finality of their life; how 

might you help him/her see a new vision of hope? 

 Meditate on God’s vision and plan for your future. Do you see God’s preeminent plan for your 

life? 

 

Closing prayer 

Father, our vision is so limited at times that we lose hope and sight of your promise for our lives and the 

bright future you have for us. Let us not be self-destructive and counterproductive from the joy and 

peace that you give us. Thank you for being the light that guides and leads us on the path of 

righteousness and let us reciprocate your love and grace to others in the name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell is the Associate Director, Office of Connectional Ministries. You may 

contact her at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  

 

1Jan Turrentine, Adult Bible Studies Fall 2016, The Sovereignty of God (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 

2016, pg. 106) 

2Ibid. 

3Ibid. 

4 Ibid. 107 

5Ibid. 

6Ibid. 

 

Life and Healing 

Fall Quarter: The Sovereignty of God 

Unit 3: Alpha and Omega 

Sunday school lesson for the week of November 20, 2016  

By Rev. Earnestine Campbell  

Lesson scripture: Revelation 22:1-7 
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Purpose: Encountering God’s gift of abundant life and healing, present and future 

Hearing the Word 

The text takes us to the final chapter of the Book of Revelation. Let’s identify the characters in this text: 

we see the angel as the guide and speaker, John the apostle, the receiver of the message, and in Verse 7, 

the angel or Jesus the Lamb as the speaker.1 (Adult Bible Studies Fall 2016, The Sovereignty of God) 

Revelation 22:1-2: The power of life-giving  

Then the angel showed me the river of life-giving water, shining like crystal, flowing from the throne of 

God and the Lamb through the middle of the city’s main street. On each side of the river is the tree of 

life, which produces twelve crops of fruit, bearing its fruit each month. The tree’s leaves are for the 

healing of the nations. 

As we see in the Adult Bible Studies, we enter the last two lessons this quarter that connects the Bible 

from Revelation Chapter 22 to Genesis Chapter 2. The author, paraphrasing, brings us to the Creation 

story in Genesis 2. In Revelation 22, we see a new life creation story that’s symbolic. In Genesis 2, we 

encounter a river that waters the Garden of Eden as well as in Ezekiel 47:8-11 where the river brings life 

for all God’s creatures. In Revelation 22, we find ‘the river of life-giving water’ (verse 1). In Genesis 2, 

we encounter the ‘tree of life’ (verse 9) for the first time, and in Revelation 22, this tree of life reappears 

(verse 2).2  

In the Bible, water has many representations, symbolic and metaphoric. It’s the cleansing of the sinner 

by the washing of the water of the Word of God. It is also the source of the living water that springs up 

into eternal life. It is insightful to see the connection of the Old Testament and the New Testament 

coming together in full circle. Indeed, when we embrace and drink of this life-giving power, we shall 

never thirst again (John 4:14). 

Revelation 22:3-5: The power of healing 

There will no longer be any curse. The throne of God and the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will 

worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. Night will be no more. 

They won’t need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will shine on them, and they 

will rule forever and always. 

The Adult Bible Studies expresses, paraphrasing, in Revelation 21:27 that those who practice idolatry are 

impure and not wise (accursed in the Greek word) and will not enter into the New Jerusalem (new city). 

The author tells us that in the new life, it’s a living void of what presently keeps us away from God. God 

requires us to abide by his requirements and, not to could mean exclusion from his paradise. Entering 

into the new city is not to be considered an automatic, but intentionality in our living for God.3 The 

author tells us that in the new life, our living will be void of curses; they’ve passed away, and no longer 

exist. God has given us an abundant gift, fulfilling Jesus’ pronouncement of authority presently and in 

the future. 

I can imagine that we will no longer need a material Bible, as his name, the word, will be on our face 



 
 

and forehead, and I believe in our hearts. In modern vernacular, we’re sold out for the Lord! We see, 

again, as we did in last week’s lesson, the image of the power of God’s light and Jesus’ lamp that 

outshines and rules forever. We also see reaffirmation from the October 30 lesson that Jesus is the High 

Priest Forever. God continues to fortify his rule as all-powerful and everlasting with Jesus sharing the 

throne. 

Revelation 22:6-7: The power of the divine 

Then he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the 

prophets, sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place. “Look! I’m coming soon. 

Favored is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy contained in this scroll.” 

The conversation and declaration continue. In this text, the author expresses that the words “trustworthy 

and true” are synonymous and the author is solidifying that the Lord, the God, is reliable, authentic, and 

unwavering. “The expectation of the imminent return of Christ was common in the first-century 

church.”4 We hear of signs and prophecies of his coming today. The text teaches us to wait in hope and 

expectancy that he is coming for our ultimate healing and a new living. Matthew 24:36 proclaims, But 

about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven nor the Son, but only the Father. 

Thoughts to ponder 

The power of life-giving: Reflect on circumstances and situations in your life. Do you see symbolisms 

that God was present in your decision and choice making? 

The power of healing: Reflect on a time when you may have been ill, whether physically, mentally, or 

spiritually. What was empowering for your healing? 

The power of the divine: How can you be a “favor” bearer of God’s words of healing and living for 

someone else that’s struggling? 

Closing prayer 

God, we drink of the river of your living Word as a light, lamp, and life-giver. May we continue to look 

to you and other examples that are bearers of your truth. May we embrace your truth during difficult 

times of fear, hopelessness and our darkest hours and know that your steadfast love and healing power 

endure forever. Amen.  

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell is the Associate Director, Office of Connectional Ministries. You may 

contact her at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  

 

1Jan Turrentine, Adult Bible Studies Fall 2016, The Sovereignty of God (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 

2016, pgs. 114, 116) 

2Ibid., 114. 
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3Ibid., 115. 

4 Ibid., 116. 

 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. Annie Louise Johnson 

Rev. Annie Louise Johnson, 94, died September 15, 2016, at the Clear Creek Nursing and Rehabilitation 

Center in Mint Hill, NC after an extended illness. 

Funeral services were held Sunday, September 18, 2016, at First United Methodist Church Waycross, 

GA with Rev. Barry Giddens officiating. Burial was in Oakland Cemetery. Family visitation were held 

immediately prior to the service at the church. Pallbearers were her four grandsons and two grandson-in-

laws. 

Rev. Johnson was a native of Sandy Flat, SC, born on July 11, 1922, to the late J. Elmer Clark and 

Mattie Parker Clark. She moved to Waycross, GA, in the 1940s as part of a Southeastern United 

Methodist Church Jurisdiction youth caravan troupe. Being invited to work for a local United Methodist 

Church she made her home and lived most of her life there before moving to Mint Hill, NC, six years 

ago. She was a Christian Education Director at Trinity United Methodist Church and First United 

Methodist Church both in Waycross for many years. After receiving her license to preach in 1972, she 

completed the course of study at Emory University's Candler School of Theology and was ordained a 

Deacon in the South Georgia United Methodist Conference. She served Gilchrist Park United Methodist 

Church in Waycross, Ga.; the West Green United Methodist Charge in West Green, Ga.; and the Manor 

United Methodist Church Charge in Manor, Ga. In retirement Rev. Johnson served as minister of 

visitation at First United Methodist Church Waycross.  

Survivors include her husband of 69 years, B. Morris Johnson of Mint Hill, NC; four children, Lem 

Johnson (Del) of Milledgeville, GA; David Johnson (Susan) of Mint Hill, NC; Mark Johnson (Amy) of 

Kissimmee, FL; and Alan Johnson (Trish) of Mooresville, NC; six grandchildren, Beau Johnson 

(Kristen) of Charleston, SC; Harli Palme (Kevin) of Asheville, NC; Jeremiah Johnson (Allison) of 

Monroe, NC; Eric Johnson (Terri Lynn) of Atlanta, GA; Alice Williams (Kenny) of Jacksonville, FL; 

and Andrew Johnson of Asheville, NC; seven great grandchildren, Mattie Clark Palme, Pearl Palme, 

Vivian Palme, Parker and Sam Johnson, Brooks Johnson, and Micah Williams; one sister, Lillian 

Cleveland of Traveler’s Rest, SC; and 16 nieces and nephews. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can be made to First United Methodist Church, 410 Williams 

St., Waycross, GA 31501, Epworth By The Sea United Methodist Conference Center, or the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief. 

Those who wish may sign the online guest registry for Rev. Johnson at www.musicfuneralhome.com.  

http://www.musicfuneralhome.com/


 
 

Mrs. Jeanette Bittner 

Mrs. Jeanette Bittner, 93, of Poulan went home to be with the Lord on Monday, October 17, 2016.  

The funeral service was held on Saturday, October 22, 2016, at Poulan United Methodist Church. 

Interment followed in the Poulan Cemetery. The Rev. Richard Holt officiated.  

Mrs. Bittner was born on December 31, 1922, in Grand Rapids, Michigan to the late Adrian and Dena 

Snell VanderGiessen. She was a retired school teacher who loved to draw and spend time with her 

grandchildren. Mrs. Bittner enjoyed playing the piano and organ at church and in nursing homes for the 

residents. She enjoyed traveling and had been to Haiti while doing missionary work for the Lord. Mrs. 

Bittner was a faithful member of the Poulan United Methodist Church.  

Survivors include her husband, Rev. Ray Bittner of Poulan; children, Karen Woods (Donnie Basko) of 

Sylvester; Linda Aultman (Bruce) of Florence, CO; Calvin Bittner (Renee) of Vermont; Debbie Hiles of 

Charlotte, NC; and Janice Poston (Rick) of Warner Robins; a number of grandchildren and great-

grandchildren; and one great-great-grandchild. 

 

Mrs. Jessie F. Mathis 

Jessie F. Mathis, age 70, of Rebecca, died at Tift Regional Medical Center in Tifton Thursday, October 

20, 2016. She was born August 28, 1946, in West Palm Beach, FL, to the late Norman Warner Bell and 

Frances Jordan Bell. She was a loving wife, mother, and grandmother and will be greatly missed. She 

was a member of Desoto United Methodist Church.  

A memorial service was held on Monday, October 24, 2016, at the Martha McDonald Moore Chapel at 

Magnolia Manor in Americus. Rev. Eddie Braswell and Rev. Joy Wilson officiated the service. 

Survivors include her husband, Rev. Guy Mathis of Americus; a son, Joshua Nathaniel Mathis of 

Rebecca; and four daughters: Shayla Hobbs of Rebecca, Kayla Mathis of Vienna, Jessica Dallis Mathis 

and Jordan Dakota Mathis, both of Rebecca. Also surviving are four brothers: Jay Bell of Wrightsville, 

Burt Bell of Ocala, FL, and Jimmy Bell of Melbourne, FL; and three sisters: Linda Bell and Jeanie Wier, 

both of Naples, FL, and Charla Stewart of California; and two grandchildren. 

Memorial donations may be made to The League of the Good Samaritan, 2001 S. Lee St., Americus, GA 

31709.  

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – November 2016 

11/01 – Tommy Maddox: 137 Norfolk Pine Lane; Napes, FL 34114 
11/03 – Edwin Smith: 305 Grindstone Creek Dr.; Clarkesville, GA 30523 
11/03 – Harold Tucker: 263 C.H. Slaton Rd.; Vidalia, GA 30474 
11/04 – W.R. Edwards, Jr.: 385 Ashton Dr.; Athens, GA 30606 



 
 

11/04 – Ralph Haywood: 120 Andrews Branch; N. Augusta, SC 29860 
11/07 – Eve Tomberlin: 1500 Pope Rd.; Roberta, GA 31078 
11/08 – Gary Carter: PO Box 67; Jacksonville, GA 31544 
11/08 – Mary Ann Traver: PO Box 1934; Richmond Hill, GA 31324 
11/09 – Douglas Force: PO Box 1938; Hinesville, GA 31313 
11/09 – Joe Flowers, Jr.: 390 Brook Hollow Dr.; McDonough, GA 30252 
11/10 – Kirk Loyless: PO Box 566; Mineral Bluff, GA 30559 
11/12 – James Davis: 170 Caney Branch Dr.; Homerville, GA 31634 
11/12 – John Mitchell: 306 Veranda Lane; Macon, GA 31210 
11/14 – David Tart, III: 312 Knob Hill Rd.; Valdosta, GA 31602 
11/14 – Donald Youmans: 645 High Quarry Rd.; Hendersonville, NC 28791 
11/15 – Griffin Thompson: 101 Trafalgar Dr.; Wrens, GA 30833 
11/16 – Sue DeJournett: 4648 Savage Hills Dr.; Macon, GA 31210 
11/20 – Richard Trawick: 7884 Whiteoak Loop; Donalsonville, GA 39845 
11/21 – Robert Hall: 4221 Stone Mill Ct.; Martinez, GA 30907 
11/21 – Kitty Newton: 187 Newbridge Rd.; Sylvania, GA 30467 
11/22 – John McGowan: 1 Ramblewood Circle; Valdosta, GA 31602 
11/23 – Jack Atkinson: 2317 Bear Creek Rd.; Adel, GA 31620 
11/25 – Carter Berkeley: 125 Oakcrest Dr.; Statesboro, GA 30461 
11/27 – Buddy Coss: 1759 Red Oak Rd.; Baxley, GA 31513 
11/27 – Gordon Goodwill: 2911 Charlie Lane; Statesboro, GA 30461 
11/28 – Robert Kea: 11180 GA Highway 29; Soperton, GA 30457 
11/28 – Richard Turnipseed: 12420 Clubhouse Court; Tavares, FL 32778 
11/30 – Ron Burbank: 6611 Pine Ridge Circle; Blackshear, GA 31516 
11/30 – Enoch Hendry: 306 E. 54th St.; Savannah, GA 31405 

 

Scripture Readings  

November 13 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 65:17-25 

Isaiah 12 

or  

Psalm 118 (UMH 839) 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

Luke 21:5-19 

November 20 

Last Sunday after Pentecost 

Christ the King/Reign of Christ Sunday 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Luke 1:68-79 (UMH 208) 



 
 

Colossians 1:11-20 

Luke 23:33-43 

November 24 

Thanksgiving Day 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

Psalm 100 (UMH 821) 

Philippians 4:4-9 

John 6:25-35 


