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Savannah churches feed community on Christmas morning 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

This Christmas, Savannah’s oldest and newest congregations will join forces to feed hundreds of hungry 

residents a warm, hearty breakfast. 

In its sixth year, this tradition will get a new spin for 2016 as Trinity United Methodist Church – more 

than 200 years old – and ConneXion Church – birthed this year – band together.  

Trinity UMC first hosted this breakfast in 2011 after member Joseph Smith came up with the idea as a 

way to give back to the community that has given so much to him. 

“I felt that I somehow needed to share my success with others,” said Smith, a local contractor who fully 

funded the breakfast for several years through his company, J.I. Smith Construction, LLC.  

The congregation was quick to commit to the ministry, and more than 75 volunteers will show up early 

Christmas morning to serve, fellowship, and clean. A chef will cook the meal in Trinity UMC’s kitchen 

and some of the food will be transported to ConneXion Church for their breakfast. 

“Trinity has a deep heart and spirit for social justice,” said Rev. Ben Gosden, Trinity UMC’s senior 

pastor, explaining the congregation’s love for and commitment to the community. Like Smith, church 

members want to make a tangible difference in others’ lives. 

Downtown Savannah has a large population of homeless residents, but this isn’t just a meal for those 

who are homeless. All are invited and welcome at Trinity UMC’s Christmas morning “Breakfast with 

those who are in need.”  

The term “with” is very important, Rev. Gosden said. 

“To do something with someone means you join hand in hand and share breakfast with them. To do 

something for someone has a handout connotation. It’s a time of serving breakfast, but it’s also a time of 

sharing, talking, and getting to know each other.” 



 
 

From 7 to 10 a.m. at both Trinity UMC and ConneXion Church, several hundred Savannah residents and 

church members will enjoy a breakfast of eggs, grits, sausage, biscuits, orange juice, coffee, and a to-go 

sausage biscuit. Guests at both locations will receive a gift bag full of necessities, including a 

supermarket gift card. 

While only six miles separates the two churches, the neighborhood that surrounds ConneXion Church is 

quite different than that of downtown Trinity UMC. Many of the guests who attend ConneXion 

Church’s Christmas morning breakfast live in residential facilities and have developmental or 

intellectual disabilities. 

“This is an opportunity to fulfill and live out the true purpose of Christmas by serving and helping 

others” said Rev. Michael Culbreth, pastor of ConneXion Church. “What better way to celebrate 

Christmas.” 

The ConneXion Church congregation sees the breakfast as a great way to connect with the community 

and share the love of Christ with those in their midst. Following breakfast, guests will be invited to 

attend the church’s Christmas Day worship service. 

“This helps us fulfill our vision and mission for ministry,” said Rev. Culbreth. “We’re not a new church 

just to be a new church, we’re a new church to really engage in mission in our community, and this is 

one way to do that.” 

Trinity UMC won’t host a traditional Christmas Day worship service, but Rev. Gosden is instead 

encouraging people to worship by serving.  

“Our service will be our worship and our worship will be our service,” he said. “We’re going to worship 

by being the hands and feet of Christ.” 

The church will host two Christmas Eve services, one on Dec. 23 and one on Dec. 24, and Rev. Gosden 

is asking members and volunteers to arrive at the church early Christmas morning and follow Jesus’ 

example of service.  

“It’s more fun to give than receive,” Smith said of the breakfast. “It’s a very heartwarming experience to 

be able to share with others.” 

 

Deacons: Bringing the Church to the world 

2016 marks the 20th anniversary of the establishment of the United Methodist clergy deacon in full 

membership. 



 
 

On any given day, Rev. Aimee Baxter could be counseling teenagers who are waiting to be adopted, 

working with families hoping to adopt children, speaking to a group of young women who sense a call 

to ministry, or playing laser tag and riding go-carts with adoptive families and children. 

As a deacon, Rev. Baxter’s days are diverse and ever changing but always have one thing in common – 

service. 

At the heart of her ministry, and of all deacons, is the call to serve. When Rev. Baxter first felt called 

into full-time ministry in high school it was into a life of service that she felt specifically called.  

“I considered being a teacher, a lawyer, a counselor,” she said. “Service was such a big part of what I 

wanted.” 

It was an Episcopal priest Rev. Baxter met through her involvement in Auburn University’s Wesley 

Foundation who helped affirm her call into ministry and told her that women could become ordained 

ministers. That started Rev. Baxter down her path to becoming ordained a deacon in the Alabama-West 

Florida Conference. 

Twenty years after the 1996 General Conference established the Order of Deacons, 44 percent of 

deacons report that their primary appointment is beyond the local church. They serve as teachers, 

lawyers, writers, church-growth consultants, nonprofit agency staff or any number of other professions. 

That’s a big change from 2000, when research showed 70 percent had their primary appointment to a 

church. 

Rev. Baxter is among the 44 percent, serving as an adoption recruiter with Bethany Christian Services, a 

global nonprofit adoption, child welfare, and family preservation agency serving orphaned and 

vulnerable children in over 15 countries.  

Her work with Bethany Christian Services fits her calling as a deacon beautifully, she said. 

“The world is broken, and families are broken, and the orphan is such a gospel mandate for us,” Rev. 

Baxter said. “I think that lines up beautifully with the deacon’s call to incorporate the church and the 

world together to meet the needs of the broken.” 

While elders are guaranteed appointments but must serve wherever the bishop appoints them, deacons 

are not itinerant. The bishop appoints them to their position, but they often seek out a job on their own 

that helps them fulfill their ordination vows. 

For Alaina Harrison, that job is as the minister to women at the Wesley Foundation of Macon. A 

graduate of Wesleyan College and Candler School of Theology at Emory University, in 2015 Harrison 

was commissioned a provisional deacon in the South Georgia Conference. 

Feeling called into ministry during the summer of 2009 while working on the Camp Connect summer 

Leadership Team, Harrison, the daughter of a United Methodist pastor, assumed the calling meant she 

would be preaching from a pulpit each Sunday. 



 
 

“I was really uneasy about it. I was confident that I was called to ministry, but I wasn’t feeling like I was 

called to be a senior pastor in a church,” she said.  

The role of deacons, specifically how they are ordained to a lifetime of “word, service, compassion and 

justice,” really appealed to Harrison’s desire to be an “on-the-ground worker” and to educate and 

connect people.  

“My calling has become a calling to be a deacon, to be that connector from the church to the world,” she 

said. 

“As a deacon, I can still fulfil my passion and calling for ministry,” Harrison said. “You can really do 

anything and make it your ministry. I have come into the realization of exactly how true that is. I really 

can do anything.” 

Having served at St. Marks United Methodist Church in Columbus for nine years before joining Bethany 

Christian Services, Rev. Baxter has seen how vital the role of the deacon is in the life the local church. 

Serving in a local church, her role was to turn the focus outward, to serving those outside the church. 

Now her role has almost reversed and she sees herself as a representative of the Church to families. 

“The deacon has a unique and beautiful role in the church,” she said. “I love that The United Methodist 

Church has seen the value in those of us who have been called to this direction … and it’s wonderful to 

be able to have the opportunity to serve truly and authentically to who we are.” 

 

Bishop Bryan: An update on the Commission on a Way Forward 

To the South Georgia Conference: 

I want to personally give you an update on where we are as a denomination with the Commission on 

a Way Forward and the proposed called General Conference session. 

The Commission's mission is to "bring together persons deeply committed to the future(s) of The United 

Methodist Church, with an openness to developing new relationships with each other and exploring the 

potential future(s) of our denomination in light of General Conference and subsequent annual, 

jurisdictional and central conference actions."  

A website (www.umc.org/wayforward) includes the original proposal passed at the General Conference 

in Portland, Oregon; the mission, vision and scope of the commission’s work; and information about the 

commission members and moderators. Soon additional items will be added including recommended 

readings and the contributions of conversation partners across the denomination. 

Thank you for your continuing support and encouragement of the work of Christ in this Conference and 

in our denomination. We have so much for which to be thankful to God. We are going to be a part of 

http://vimeo.com/192633216
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/council-of-bishops-names-32-commission-members
http://www.umc.org/wayforward
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/general-conference/2016/documents/council-bishops-statement-offering-way-forward-may-18-gc2016.pdf
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward-about-us


 
 

this work not only today but in all the years ahead because we are going to move forward together. That 

is our prayer, and we anticipate God’s Holy Spirit preveniently meeting us at every turn of the road. 

May we continue to pray for the Commission as they begin the task before them. 

Alive Together in Christ, 

Lawson Bryan 

 

Click here to watch the video  

 

Council president addresses “Division and Discord” 

In a pre-holiday, post-election letter to the people of The United Methodist Church, Bishop Bruce R. 

Ough, president of the Council of Bishops, called upon all Christians to “remember who we are” in this 

time of tension and anxiety and work to overcome hatred and discrimination. 

The letter follows: 

To the People Called United Methodist: 

Grace and peace in the name of Jesus Christ! 

On the eve of Advent and in the post-election climate in the United States, I write as President of the 

Council of Bishops to call for a renewed commitment to the vision of the Beloved Community of Christ. 

Isaiah prophesized that a child would be born to re-establish the beloved community – a time of endless 

peace, a time of justice and righteousness, a time of reconciliation and unity. 

For a child has been born to us, a son given to us; 

   authority rests upon his shoulders; 

And he is named 

   Wonderful Counselor, 

   Mighty God, 

   Everlasting Father, 

   Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace 

   for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He shall establish and uphold it with justice and righteousness 

   from this time onward and forevermore. 

Isaiah 9:6-7 NRSV 

http://umcprays.org/
https://vimeo.com/192633216


 
 

In a post-election article, Bishop Gregory Palmer eloquently stated the reality of a divided United States. 

“Everywhere we turn we are reminded of the profound fissures along the lines of gender, race and class, 

just to name a few. The truth is these fissures and divisions are not new and not directly attributable to 

the long campaign season just ended. For many years, there has been a growing trust deficit in public 

leadership and institutions. These are trying times, and the fabric of who we are and who we aspire to be 

has been stretched beyond anything we desire to look upon. But look upon it squarely we must.”  

This state of division and discord is global, fueled by the racist, sexist and xenophobic rhetoric of the 

recent U.S. election cycle. Recently, Pope Francis warned against the “virus of polarization” and 

hostility in the world targeting people of different nationalities, races and beliefs. He was blunt and 

warned against animosity creeping into the church, as well, noting “we are not immune from this.” Pope 

Francis reminded us of “our pitiful hearts that tend to judge, divide, oppose and condemn” and cautioned 

somberly against those who “raise walls, build barriers and label people.” 

As followers of the Christ, we are harbingers, models and guardians of the Beloved Community. As 

those baptized into the Body of Christ, we “accept the freedom and power God gives us to resist evil, 

injustice and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves” and to renounce the spiritual forces 

of evil in the world, our respective nations and the church. As disciples of Jesus, we stand against all 

expressions of hatred, discrimination, oppression and exclusion. As those who serve Christ, we love 

whom Christ loves. As stewards of Jesus’ Good News, we are peacemakers, pray for our enemies and 

seek reconciliation with those from whom we have become estranged. 

At the November 2010 meeting of the Council of Bishops in Panama, the Council issued a pastoral letter 

calling for United Methodists to be bearers of the beloved community across the globe. The letter is 

eerily contemporary and relevant to our current context. It points to the opportunity that is uniquely ours 

to bind up the wounds and to proclaim the Advent prophecy of a time of justice and righteousness. I 

include the full text as a reminder of the kingdom reality we are call to incarnate: 

“We, the bishops of The United Methodist Church, feel compelled to renew our commitment to 

work to become the beloved community of Christ. We, as a Council, desire to deal with the crucial 

issues of racism and the sacredness of every human being. Therefore, as the spiritual and 

administrative leaders of the church, we issue an urgent call to the whole people of God, lay and 

clergy: to speak the truth in love in public and private discourse, to act with compassion, and to 

work for peace with justice in the world. 

In order to transform the world, in faithfulness to Christ’s command, we must model respect and 

kindness and extinguish the fires of animosity. And thus, we call on all churches to engage in 

genuinely honest dialogue and respectful conversation, such that others who observe the action in 

our lives might declare, ‘See how they love each other!’ 

As people of faith, we are charged to build the beloved community because Christ has broken 

down the dividing walls and ended the hostilities between us. Yet, we continue to build walls in the 

church and the world which separate us and cause our hearts to grieve. 



 
 

On the continent of Africa and in many parts of Asia, including the Middle East, the Philippines 

and India, the historical and contemporary impact of colonialism, racism, tribalism, hostility and 

religious persecution continue to affect human relationships. The challenge in the Philippines is to 

break down the barriers between mainline society and tribal peoples. Meeting this challenge will 

accord equal rights such as land possession and free education for all. 

By nature, colonialism in Africa thrives on hostile, violent and demeaning human relationships. 

Racism and tribalism cut deep wounds, not in one’s flesh and blood, but also on the soul and the 

spirit. These gaping wounds leave permanent scars. 

In Europe racism is a growing issue, with political parties openly working against minority, 

ethnic and religious communities. Prejudice is overly articulated in the media, in politics and even 

in churches. 

Throughout the United States, there has been a rapid escalation of violence related to race, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation and religious preference. This escalation includes personal attacks, 

bullying and vicious and criminal acts of violence to the mind, body and spirit of persons. These 

actions diminish life for victims and their families, as well as for the perpetrators and the whole 

community. They are the ultimate, insidious and irreverent attacks on the sacredness of God-given 

life. 

Across the world, terrorism – as demonstrated by wanton acts of violence against innocent 

persons – leaves a trail of loss of life, limb, home and community. Discriminatory treatment is 

widely practiced against immigrants and refugees everywhere around the world. All of this 

creates a universal atmosphere of suspicion, mistrust and fear. Often this is the result of religious 

persecution of various faith communities, including Christians, which threatens the capacity or 

hope for reconciliation and peace. The church is called to decisively and directly counter these 

acts and engender and empower a ‘perfect love that casts out all fear.’ (I John 4:18, NVSV) 

Through intentional action we can ‘overcome evil with good.’ (Romans 12:21, NRSV) 

It is incumbent upon the bearers of this vision of a beloved community to do whatever we can 

today to hasten the day of a just world with peace. This is our hope, our prayer and our 

commitment.” 

Friends in Christ, this is not an invitation to naiveté. People’s lives, livelihoods, security and well-being 

are at stake. Immigrants are scrambling for the shadows. Indigenous peoples are disrespected and 

forgotten. Children of color are being bullied and threatened. Muslims are being labeled and listed. 

Women are ridiculed and objectified. The LGBTQ community is filled with fear. Racism is being 

legitimized. Hundreds of millions remain impoverished without access to educational opportunities, 

economic resources, or equal justice. 

We must stand against the meanness and hatred that is upon us. We must stand for what is best in us as 

People of God. We must not address the anger, fear, confusion and insecurity of the prevailing culture 



 
 

with more blame, attack and criticism. As Richard Rohr recently noted, “The best criticism of the bad is 

the practice of the better.” We must stand against bigotry, hate and discrimination in all forms and 

settings. We must proclaim from our pulpits the Good News that overcomes hatred and fear. We must 

be quick to confess our own sin and places of complicity and vigilant against all that diminishes the 

worth of any individual. 

So, I urge all who follow the Christ to remember who we are in this time. We are the People of God 

called to proclaim the mighty acts of Christ who calls us out of darkness into his marvelous light. We are 

the People of God called to create the Beloved Community of Christ. We are People of God commanded 

to love as Jesus loved. We are People of God created to be the kingdom of God envisioned in the 

Advent prophecy and fulfilled by Jesus. This is our vision, our hope, our prayer, our opportunity, our 

commitment. May it be so! 

Bishop Bruce R. Ough, President 

Council of Bishops, The United Methodist Church 

 

The Congregational Development Corner: 10 for 10 (10 steps for 10 percent growth) 

During the 2016 Annual Conference session, action steps for congregational growth were shared during 

a Fruitfulness in Evangelism panel discussion, moderated by Rev. Jay Hanson, director of 

Congregational Development. Five clergy – Rev. Antonie Walker, Rev. Leigh Ann Raynor, Rev. Hale 

Bishop, Rev. Matt Hearn, and Rev. Jim Cowart – each shared two key tools for evangelism and growth 

and together gave clergy and lay attendees 10 action steps for 10 percent growth.  

Stop Expecting Uninvited Company 

By Rev. Jim Cowart 

Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come, that my house may be filled. – Luke 

14:23 NKJV 

We bet you would be surprised if we showed up at your house for dinner tonight. How weird would it be 

for us to swing by your house, plop down at your kitchen table, and say, “How’s it going? What’s for 

dinner?” People just don’t do that. People rarely come over uninvited.   

Architecture reflects culture. Consider how homes have changed over the past few decades. In our 

parents’ and grandparents’ day, most houses were built with a front porch. If you didn’t grow up with 

one, you’ve probably seen black-and-white reruns of The Andy Griffith Show, where residents of 

Mayberry spent their days rocking on the front porch, sipping lemonade, and speaking to people as they 

walked by. Sounds nice, doesn’t it? The pace was slower, and people knew their neighbors.  



 
 

Fast-forward to the present day. Instead of a front porch, we have a deck in the back of the house. We 

barbecue back there. We may grow a little garden of upside down tomato plants. We put up bamboo 

wind chimes that came with our Ginsu knives. We sit in the sun and relax on the deck. We even have 

garage doors with automatic openers. This may be the modern-day version of the drawbridge around the 

castle.  

This really isn’t a judgment against where we are today or how we construct buildings. As the cliché 

goes, “It is what it is.” The way we interact and socialize has changed. Think about your home. What’s 

your first thought when you hear the doorbell or the phone ring unexpectedly? Do you think, Oh, 

goodie, we have drop-in company? or I’m so glad someone wants to talk to me. Maybe he or she wants 

to sell me something! If you do, that’s awesome, but you’re weird. Just kidding. You’re not weird. But 

suffice it to say that most people now regard the doorbell and the telephone as interruptions. Why? 

They’re uninvited.  

This perception affects your church.  

Even before the movie Field of Dreams introduced the concept of “If you build it, they will come,” that 

was the attitude of most churches. We are here. Let the people come! And that worked years ago. The 

church building was once considered a public building. Town hall meetings, neighborhood bazaars, and 

all kinds of activities centered on the church. It was a place where the community gathered. Not 

anymore. Now the church is seen as a private club. You don’t just show up. The perception is that you 

need to be a member or receive an invitation. That’s not the image we’re going for, but it’s the reality in 

many places.  

So what do we do about this cultural shift?  

We invite! It’s the basic way people come to know Jesus. What’s your story? How did you start 

attending church? Someone probably invited you. Most people come to church because someone invites 

and then brings them. The church word for this is evangelism.  

I, Jim, remember preaching a sermon about evangelism a while back. It’s one of my favorite subjects. 

But I must have really been off my game that day. After the service, a Jewish woman who had recently 

accepted Christ came up to me very distressed and said, “Jim, I just can’t do that. I can’t.”  

I didn’t know what she was talking about at first.  

She said, “This whole thing about evangelism. It makes me so nervous. I just can’t do it.”  

I started laughing because she was one of the best inviters in our church. She had brought in neighbors, 

friends, and tennis partners. She was warm, friendly, and excited. I said, “I don’t know what you heard 

in the sermon, but you are already doing exactly what I want you to do. You’re inviting your friends and 

family, you’re awesome at that!”  



 
 

She looked puzzled for a minute, then said, “But I thought evangelism was knocking on strangers’ doors 

and telling them about Jesus.”  

I asked, “Did you hear me say that?” 

“Well, no, but that’s what I’ve always thought it was, and I can’t do that.”  

I said, “I guess that’s one form of evangelism, but I don’t think it’s very effective. I know I wouldn’t 

respond well to a stranger. I just want you to keep inviting your family and friends.”  

Her face lit up with a smile of relief, and she declared, “Well, I can do that!”  

Exactly. You and your people can too.  

If you or your church balks at evangelism because it sounds like “knocking on doors,” you’ve got to 

help people think about it from different angles. It’s marketing. It’s advertising. But at its essence, 

evangelism is sharing good news. It’s inviting. And there is nothing as powerful as personal invitation. 

That’s good news for the local church because that means the most cost-efficient method of evangelism 

is also the most effective method.  

We do a good bit of advertising to invite people to Harvest. We use billboards and bulk mailers. We’ve 

tried radio, television, and newspapers. But nothing replaces the personal invitation. I tell my people 

that. When we are getting ready to advertise for a big event like Easter, I tell my people that this is to 

supplement and help them invite: “Hey, I want you to come with me to church on Easter. We go to 

Harvest.” “Oh, yeah. Is that the billboard? I think I got something in the mail from that church too. 

We’ve been thinking about trying it.”  

Consider these techniques: 

Invite through advertising 

If you can afford it, experiment with different forms of media. Find out what works in your area. But 

always make your advertising an invitation. Sometimes churches make the mistake of just listing the 

event or times and services. That’s the same attitude as, “If we build it, they will come.” Don’t just tell 

the community where you are or how great you are. Invite them to come and see. Let them know that 

you want them to visit.  

To determine what will work in your area, contact local marketing firms and ask. Direct mail, television, 

radio, Facebook, QR codes, and billboards have worked for us, but you have to learn your community to 

know how to invest strategically and wisely in advertising.  

Give your people invitational tools  

Equipping your people with invitational tools empowers them to do the inviting. The people in your 

church are potentially your most powerful form of invitation. We say potentially because many churches 



 
 

have not activated their members as an invitation force. They are just sitting there with great, latent 

potential.  

You, as the leader, need to ask them to invite, model it for them, and equip them to do it. When you can 

put something in their hands, it will help them take their next step of inviting.  

Periodically, we print up cards for our people to share with others. Sometimes these are business-card 

size, and other times, when we send out postcard mailers, we have extras printed to give to our people. 

We’ll say, “Would you take this little card and check it out? It’s not to stick on your refrigerator. We 

want you to use this card to invite one of your friends to Harvest this week. Now, don’t give it to your 

buddy who goes to the Baptist church across town. He’s already going to heaven. Give it to somebody 

you know who doesn’t go to church.”  

Another little tool to giveaway is pens. Every week we use an outline with the weekend message, and 

since there are some fill-in-the-blanks, we also have pens available. The pens have our logo and website 

on them. Every once in a while we’ll say, “Okay, guys, today is Pen Day. Here’s what we want you to 

do. When you leave this service, we want each of you to take a pen with you. But don’t take it home and 

stick it in the kitchen drawer. Today, when you go out to eat and sign your check, give your pen to your 

server and invite him or her to Harvest. Or take it to work tomorrow, and give it to a friend with an 

invitation to join you next week in worship.”  

Tell people in a clear and friendly way what you want. (Invite.) Model how you want them to do it. 

(Give an example.) And give them a tool. (Hand out a card or pen.)  

Ask people to invite  

We often do this leading up to a big day like Easter. I’ll say something like, “Today on your 

communication card, I want you to give us the first names of three people you are going to invite for 

Easter. All we need is their first names, not their addresses or phone numbers, because we aren’t going 

to invite them. You are. You have a relationship and friendship with them. Here’s how the church staff 

is going to partner with you; we’re going to pray for you and your friends this week as you invite them.”  

Host special events  

Your people need something cool and interesting to which to invite their friends. You know your area 

and your people. What do they think cool and interesting will be? It all depends on where you live and 

who lives within driving distance of your church. For some churches, it may be a concert or a financial 

planning course. For others, it’s a tractor pull! At Harvest we have hosted picnics, concerts, special 

speakers, and barbecues.  

You can also turn your weekend messages into interesting topics that will appeal to the community. For 

example, these are series topics that we have advertised in hopes of drawing people who don’t yet have 

a church home:   



 
 

 Raising Great Kids 

 Affair Proofing Your Marriage 

 How to Get out of Debt 

 Supernatural 

 God on Your iPod 

You get the idea. People are waiting for an invitation to come to your church.  

Recently, we saw a guy walk up to our church with one of our invitations in his hand. We had just done 

a big bulk mailer, and he was carrying it like an admission ticket. He talked with one of our greeters and 

then walked into the lobby. New people usually come when we do a big mailer, but we’d never seen 

anyone bring the mailer with him. This was curious, so we asked the greeter what he said. The greeter 

was a little choked up and had to get her breath. She finally spoke: “He said, ‘Your church sent this 

invitation to me in the mail. Is it okay if I come in?’”  

Start inviting  

Business-sized cards can be ordered from a local source or a print-service website such as 

Vistaprint.com. They cost about $25 for 500 cards and are a glossy high-quality tool. Gettyimages.com 

has thousands of free images you can use to design your card It’s simple.  

Mailer cards can be ordered through various sources including Outreach.com. However, most local print 

shops can produce a high-quality mailer and may even provide bulk mail service. The actual size is that 

of a large postcard.  

Questions and thoughts to consider 

1. Has your congregation been trained and challenged to invite constantly?  

2. What cool and interesting event could you offer your community?  

3. Why not try it?  

4. What tools can you provide this month to equip your people as inviters?  

 

Rev. Jim Cowart is the lead and founding pastor of Harvest Church in Byron, Ga. Contact him at 

jim@harvestchurch4u.org.  

 

St. Marys UMC Foundation approves grants for fall 

The Board of Directors of the St. Marys United Methodist Church Foundation, Inc. approved grants for 

the Fall 2016 Grant Cycle. Grants totaling $603,020 will be made available to 14 tax-exempt 

organizations the week of December 5, 2016. The following is a brief description of each recipient and 

the purpose of the grant.  

Adoption Share (www.adoption-share.com) 

mailto:jim@harvestchurch4u.org
http://www.adoption-share.com/


 
 

A $25,000 grant to Adoption Share in Brunswick, Georgia to develop an assessment tool for Family 

Match, a program for children and adoptive families in the foster care system to generate the most 

compatible matches between children and families for placement. Family-Match, the first eHarmony for 

child welfare, applies data analytics to placement decisions, allowing caseworkers to identify the most 

compatible families for children in state care. By utilizing data to predict the most appropriate families 

for foster children, Family-Match has the ability to decrease placement disruption, a key factor that 

statistically increases the likelihood a child in foster care will become incarcerated, under educated, 

homeless, and/or a victim of sex trafficking. 

America’s Second Harvest Food Bank of Coastal Georgia (www.helpendhunger.org) 

A $25,000 grant to America’s Second Harvest in Brunswick, Georgia to provide operational support for 

the Brunswick, GA warehouse in 2017. America’s Second Harvest Food Bank of Coastal Georgia was 

established in Savannah in 1981 to provide hunger relief services to 21 counties in coastal Georgia. The 

food distribution warehouse located in Brunswick, Georgia serves southeast Georgia including the four 

counties of Camden, Glynn, Brantley, and Charlton.  

Board of Ordained Ministry (www.sgaumc.org/licensedandordainedministry) 

A $21,000 grant to the Board of Ordained Ministry to provide operational support for the S3 Program. 

This represents the third and final year of a three-year commitment to this program. The S3 Program 

(Sabbath, Study, and Service) is a collaborative, small group, action learning project/experience 

designed to promote and sustain clergy excellence within the South Georgia Annual Conference of the 

UMC. 

Boys and Girls Club of Southeast Georgia (www.apositiveplace.net) 

A $100,000 grant to the Boys and Girls Club of Southeast Georgia, located in Brunswick, Georgia, to 

support renovations of the Terrill Thomas unit. The Boys & Girls Club of Glynn has been a presence in 

Brunswick, Georgia for 46 years providing a safe place for local youth to engage in various after-school, 

weekend and summer programs, which are geared to enhance self-esteem and build life skills. Their 

mission is to inspire and enable youth from all backgrounds, but especially those who need them most, 

to realize their full potential as productive, responsible, caring citizens.  

Casa Glynn (www.casaglynn.org) 

A $15,520 grant to Casa Glynn to provide operational support including support for two full-time 

Advocate Coordinators. CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) Glynn was established in 1994 to 

provide advocacy services for abused and neglected children in Glynn County who are at risk and as 

such have been placed in foster care. Advocacy services are provided through trained volunteers who are 

appointed by the Juvenile Court to represent the child until the child is placed in a permanent and safe 

home.  

 

http://www.helpendhunger.org/
http://www.sgaumc.org/licensedandordainedministry
http://www.apositiveplace.net/
http://www.casaglynn.org/


 
 

Communities In Schools (http://glynncounty.communitiesinschools.org/)  

A $55,000 grant to Communities in Schools in Brunswick, Georgia to support administrative expenses 

at Glynn Academy and the partial salary of a Site Coordinator at Brunswick High School. Communities 

in Schools brings adults into the schools to help address children’s unmet needs, providing a link 

between educators and the community. The program provides before-school academic support 

programs, incentives, case management, parental engagement / family support services and on-site 

program coordination to prevent at-risk students from dropping out of school. Communities in Schools 

is making a significant difference in improving the high school graduation rates in Glynn County. 

Faithworks 

A $32,000 grant to Faithworks to support a full-time volunteer coordinator and equipment to increase 

volunteers and financial support for various FaithWorks’ programs. This represents the first year of a 

two-year commitment to this project. Specifically, the grant is to support years two and three of the 

implementation of a three-year initiative called “Project Step-Up and Join”. The initiative will focus on 

improving systems for volunteer recruitment, build new orientation and training materials, and develop 

donor recognition tools and communication materials. Faithworks is an ecumenical ministry that focuses 

on – but is not limited to – community healthcare services and poverty needs in Glynn County and the 

surrounding Southeast Georgia area. 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes (www.lsecgafca.org) 

A $14,500 grant to the Fellowship of Christian Athletes to establish a part-time FCA baseball position 

and part-time coordinator for FCA elementary Huddles in Camden County, Georgia. This represents the 

second year of a four-year commitment to this program. The Fellowship of Christian Athletes is an 

interdenominational organization promoting positive, Christian principles to individuals around the 

world. It conducts programs through over 200 field offices in rural, suburban and urban areas spreading 

the Gospel to young people in junior high, high school and college. 

The Gathering Place (www.thegp.org) 

A 50,000 grant to the Gathering Place to support the purchase and maintenance costs for a database 

software suite, contracts with GCN and an outside consultant, as well as other expenses to implement a 

new outcome tracking and measurement strategy. The Gathering Place was established in 1981 to 

provide youth-oriented Christian activities to local youth and to develop and deploy Christian leaders. 

Magnolia Manor (www.magnoliamanor.com) 

A $50,000 grant to Magnolia Manor to support the implementation of the Quality Assurance and 

Performance Improvement (QAPI) portion of the new strategic plan. This represents the first year of a 

two-year commitment to this project. Magnolia Manor opened in 1963 in response to the need for safe, 

secure housing and long-term care for the elderly. Today, Magnolia Manor provides, as a ministry of 

http://glynncounty.communitiesinschools.org/
http://www.lsecgafca.org/
http://www.thegp.org/
http://www.magnoliamanor.com/


 
 

The United Methodist Church, a variety of quality retirement communities throughout southern Georgia 

serving over 1800 older adults. 

Open Door Community House (www.opendoorcommunityhouse.org) 

A $75,000 grant to Open Door Community House in Columbus, Georgia to provide general operating 

expenses for the Circles in Columbus city-wide initiative. Open Door is an agency of the South Georgia 

Conference of the United Methodist Church. Circles in Columbus is a structured program for low-

income families to create personal and community plans to elevate them out of poverty. This is a 

national program that brings together persons in poverty and “allies” who are people seeking to build 

relationships with persons in poverty to help them end their impoverished situation. 

Remedy Project (www.theremedyproject.com)  

A $40,000 challenge grant to the Remedy Project in Brunswick, Georgia to provide operational support 

to serve the treatment needs of those suffering addiction in the Glynn County community. Begun in 

2011, the Remedy Project is a faith-based addiction counseling and recovery program organized to serve 

clients in the city of Brunswick and other limited areas of Southeast Georgia. 

Society of St. Andrew (www.endhunger.org) 

A $25,000 challenge grant to the Society of St. Andrew to support operating expenses for the regional 

gleaning office located in Tifton, Georgia. The Society of St. Andrew is a ministry of the South Georgia 

Conference of the United Methodist Church which distributes millions of pounds of food annually to 

food banks, food pantries, soup kitchens, shelters, churches for local distribution and individuals.  

Thornwell Home for Children (www.thornwell.org) 

A $75,000 grant to Thornwell Home for Children to expand the Building Families program to Camden 

County, Georgia providing prevention resources to families in need. This represents the first year of a 

three-year commitment to this program. Founded as a Presbyterian ministry in 1875 as an orphanage for 

children of the Civil War, Thornwell Home for Children has evolved to provide residential care, 

academic programs, and community-based family programs throughout Florida, Georgia and South 

Carolina. Thornwell’s Building Families Program is a community-based, intensive in-home program 

which provides services that build upon the existing strengths of families in order to reduce the stressors 

interfering with healthy family functioning. The goal of Building Families is to stabilize families and 

help family members grow together. 

The St. Marys United Methodist Church Foundation, Inc. was organized in January 2001 to support the 

charitable activities of the St. Marys United Methodist Church. Annual grant distributions will typically 

represent about 3% to 5% of the Foundation’s value. The Foundation awards grants twice each year, in 

the spring and the fall. Grant proposals are accepted year round. Proposals received from December 2nd 

to June 1st will be considered for the Fall cycle while proposals received from June 2nd to December 1st 

http://www.opendoorcommunityhouse.org/
http://www.theremedyproject.com/
http://www.endhunger.org/
http://www.thornwell.org/


 
 

will be considered for the Spring cycle. Proposals will be accepted pertaining to the following 

guidelines:  

 Consideration is limited to organizations working in Southeast Georgia** and/or agencies of the 

South Georgia Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church that provide for people in 

need and/or promote evangelical Christianity.  

 Applicants must qualify as IRS recognized 501C3, tax-exempt organizations. 

 Applicants must be members in good standing of the Georgia Center for Non-Profits*. 

* GCN memberships requirement only applies to Georgia-based organizations. 

** Our definition of Southeast Georgia is Camden, Glynn, Brantley and Charlton Counties. 

The Foundation is most interested in proposals that provide: 

 A clear description of expected outcomes 

 Evidence the program/project has the potential to improve the sustainability of individuals 

 Evidence of organizational sustainability 

 Opportunities for collaboration between organizations 

 Opportunities to leverage grant dollars via matching grants, etc. 

 

The international focus of the SMUMC Foundation for 2017 -2020 is currently under development and 

will be published in the near future. Organizations working within this focus area are encouraged to 

monitor the SMUMCF website for details.  

Additional information about the St. Marys United Methodist Church Foundation, Inc. is available on 

the Internet at www.smumcfoundation.org or by calling 912-510-9350. 

 

Prepare the way of the Lord 

FROM THE BISHOP 

R. LAWSON BRYAN 

As we prepare for Christmas please don’t forget the central figure of the Advent season: John the 

Baptist. The Gospel according to Matthew says of John, This the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 

when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness; ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 

paths straight.’” John the Baptist and those who responded to his preaching remind us that in every time 

period God raises up Advent voices of hope and in every time period God raises up people who are 

ready to respond. 

This Advent I am feeling challenged to ask myself: am I listening to the same voices over and over, or 

am I paying attention to the Advent voices of hope in our own day? Am I moving in lock step with the 

surrounding culture or am I moving toward the Advent voices of hope so that I can welcome God’s 

preferred future in my own life, my family, and my world?  

http://www.smumcfoundation.org/


 
 

Being open to God’s preferred future is a theme on which we focused last August when 15 lay and 

clergy members of the extended cabinet participated in an OnBoarding Event. This two-day event was 

designed to accelerate the process of my orientation to the South Georgia Conference. Claire Bowen, a 

native of Statesboro and a professional in the field of Onboarding, led us with expertise and 

effectiveness.  

The OnBoarding Event was helpful in identifying issues of high importance to the South Georgia 

Conference. In order to build on this excellent start I asked the same group to meet again on Nov. 16. 

We spent the day exploring Appreciative Inquiry, which is an approach to addressing strategic issues 

that is asset-based rather than scarcity-based. Appreciative Inquiry creates an environment of 

hopefulness by identifying our strengths and then using those strengths in a collaborative manner for the 

benefit of the annual conference. We will continue meeting monthly beginning in January. 

Appreciative Inquiry is also a good resource for the Appointive Cabinet as we plan for the appointment-

making process in 2017. Here are some of the appreciative questions our district superintendents will be 

asking during their annual consultations with pastors and others under appointment: 

 Where have you seen God’s hand of blessing on/in your ministry? 

 Where have you had the greatest sense of joy in ministry? 

 What practices have you incorporated into your life that helped you grow? 

 What is God showing you about the future? 

 To make yourself more effective for the future, what do you want to continue to do, do more of, 

do better, or do differently? 

 What help do you need? 

 

Of course, these appreciative questions can also prepare the way for a local church to embrace God’s 

preferred future. Feel free to prepare the way of the Lord by considering your own response these 

questions. 

Alive Together in Christ, 

Lawson Bryan  

 

Register now for Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat 

On March 3-5, 2017, 500 confirmands will gather at Epworth By The Sea for the annual "Join the 

Journey" Confirmation Retreat of the South Georgia Conference. 

 

Tailored to fifth grade students and above, confirmands will enjoy learning about their United Methodist 

heritage in a high-energy, exciting atmosphere. Participants will also be exposed to the diverse 

leadership that makes up the South Georgia Conference as pastors, youth directors, children's directors, 



 
 

and lay members share during the general sessions and workshops. Throughout the weekend, 

confirmands will journey through the church seasons, gaining a better understanding of their role as 

United Methodists and members of the body of Christ.  

 

Online registration is now open for South Georgia Conference churches through the end of December. 

Beginning Jan. 1, 2017, registration will be open to all churches both in and out of conference. The 

deadline to register is Feb. 10, 2017, or until the event reaches maximum capacity. Click here for more 

information about registration, or contact Event Coordinator Suzanne Akins at the Office of 

Connectional Ministries at (912) 638-8626 or by email at suzanne@sgaumc.com.  

 

The Affirmation of the Promise 

Winter Quarter: Creation: A Divine Cycle 

Unit 1: The Savior Has Been Born 

Sunday school lesson for the week of December 11, 2016  

By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 

Lesson scripture: Luke 1:39-56 

As soon as Mary can get ready, she leaves on a trip south to one of the towns outside Jerusalem, where 

her cousin Elizabeth lives with her husband Zechariah. We know the town is near Jerusalem because 

Zechariah serves as a priest at the Temple. While serving as priest, he learns his elderly wife is going to 

have a baby! He doesn’t believe (like Mary does!) and cannot speak until after the baby is born. There is 

no record of how Elizabeth handled this silence! 

Elizabeth rejoices on both the human and spiritual level to have the company of Mary. She obviously 

was a cousin once removed!! Why? You can only be a cousin to someone of your generation! Now you 

know what once or twice removed means! Aren’t you glad you read the Advocate! 

The joy of these two women is deep and genuine. The Lesson Annual asks, “How do you react when 

something good happens?” Play it down, brag about it, act like you deserve it, or do you receive it in 

joy, wondering “Why me?” and “What changes will life take?” 

These two women, separated by many years, but united in the common experience of having their first 

child, had much to talk about. Using Frederick Wilson’s holy imagination, I can sense Mary’s relief in 

getting away from Nazareth and the wagging tongues to live with Elizabeth until her baby (John the 

Baptist) is born. A relative going to help another in childbirth was not an uncommon event. In fact, 

Sam’s mother went to be with her sister in Miami just for that purpose. That’s how she met his father-to-

be!  

http://www.sgaumc.org/confirmation
tel:(912)%20638-8626
mailto:suzanne@sgaumc.com


 
 

The meeting is filled with mutual affirmation of God’s work in their lives. Each gives the other much to 

ponder. For example, Elizabeth shares not only her joy in having Mary come to be with her, but also the 

joy of her unborn child, who responds with a leap of joy. We men can never begin to understand the 

wonder of the evidence of life assured with the movement of the fetus. What Elizabeth felt was evidence 

of who Mary was and the child she carried. “Why is it that the mother of my Lord comes to me?” 

(vs.43) Now comes her affirmation of Mary’s faith in the angelic promise: “And blessed is she who 

believed (our italics!) that there would be fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” (vs.45) 

Both women are thoroughly grounded in the covenant faith of the Old Testament, believing completely 

that God would do what God had promised – going back to Abraham. God was at work through them, 

and they rejoiced! 

Mary’s joy explodes into the song called “The Magnificat” in Latin, as she praises God. E. Stanley 

Jones, a Methodist evangelist and missionary to India in a former day, declared this passage of scripture 

to be “the most revolutionary document in the world.” In fact, it is so revolutionary the Archbishop of 

Canterbury William Temple warned his missionaries in India never to read this passage in public 

worship. Why? Because there are three revolutions embodied in these verses from 46-56 – a moral, a 

social, and an economic revolution, that, if taken seriously, would turn the world upside down! 

The moral revolution is the death of pride. (vs.51) When we compare our life to Christ we are driven to 

our knees in humility. “In my hand no price I bring, simply to Thy cross I cling.” The social revolution 

does away with all our standards of class and prestige. (vs.52) “Call no one worthless for whom Christ 

died.” Finally, the economic revolution reverses what the world lifts up as the standard of getting as 

much as you can (vs.53), while a Christian wants to give as much as you can. No wonder Jones and 

Temple realized what would happen in India (or anywhere else!) if Mary’s song became our song. 

We feel compelled to add a word of explanation to the economic revolution. We do not hear Luke 

advocating a particular economic system. The Bible is consistent in both Old and New Testaments about 

the delusions of wealth. The Biblical focus is always on the poor and destitute. The acquisition of wealth 

can lead to a trust in the things of this world and the loss of our focus on God the Creator, Provider, and 

Sustainer of all. Mary’s Son will teach and live this focus – and so must we, His disciples. 

The Roman Empire had a top-down hierarchy of power, class and wealth. Mary’s song states clearly 

God will topple all such attitudes, when people feel entitled to the wealth and positions which fill their 

lives. Sounds too familiar doesn’t?  

What in the world is God doing? For many of us, that action is within the Church. Too often institutional 

maintenance is the sum total. Buildings and budgets can become idols, rather than means to spread the 

Gospel. Committees and meetings can engage people in ministry, or they can suck the joy out of visions 

of service with fossilized procedures. Confessions of faith can give public witness to our shared faith or 

become measuring rods to test the orthodoxy of others on doctrines or issues. 

For both Mary and Elizabeth, God was doing a new work through them, but it was the same old, old 

story of a faithful God keeping the promises made to the world. 



 
 

Mary will always have the glory of being the mother of Jesus, our Lord and Savior, but she also had to 

carry the great burden of standing at the foot of His cross, watching His earthly life end. An old spiritual 

says it all: “You can’t wear the crown if you don’t bear the cross.” Her heart will be pierced, as Simeon 

predicts in Luke 2:35.  

To be chosen by God for a holy task often means, at one and the same time, a crown of joy and a cross 

of sorrow. God chooses a person to use that person. Are you listening for your call? 

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  

 

God Promised Zechariah a Son 

Winter Quarter: Creation: A Divine Cycle 

Unit 1: The Savior Has Been Born 

Sunday school lesson for the week of December 18, 2016  

By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 

Lesson scripture: Luke 1:8-20 

Background Scripture: Luke 1:1-23; 57-66 

At the outset, we must state our bewilderment at the sequence of the studies in Luke chosen by the 

editorial committee of the Universal Lesson Series! We began with the annunciation by Gabriel to Mary 

of her impending pregnancy by the Holy Spirit. Then we moved to her visit with Elizabeth and study of 

her song, The Magnificat. Now we drop back to Luke’s beginning of the saga, after his introduction to 

Theophilus about his reasons for writing. The intention of the editors may well be Mary’s story is more 

engaging, but sequentially it misses Luke’s thorough work of researching and laying out the beginnings 

of the events leading to the Good News of Jesus.  

One writer observed how overlooked Zechariah is in the unfolding drama. Who is this man who appears 

in the first scene of the first act of the Biblical drama? Well, he’s a priest in one of 24 divisions of the 

priesthood of Aaron’s descendants. There were so many priests that David set up these divisions. 

Periodically by lot, one of these many priests was given the holy task of entering the Temple to offer 

incense. Incense produced both the aroma and the smoke, signifying the prayers of the people going up 

to God.  

What an honor for Zechariah, but what a shock when he is confronted by the angel Gabriel! Moreover, 

he is given startling news: after all these many years, he and his wife Elizabeth are to become parents for 

the first time.  

mailto:sgr3@cox.net


 
 

In Biblical times, being childless was seen as a lack of blessing. Some even saw it as a punishment from 

God! William Barclay writes Jewish Rabbis said seven people were excommunicated from God, and the 

list began: ‘A Jew who has no wife, or a Jew who has a wife and who has no child.’ Childlessness was a 

very serious human and religious problem for this good couple. Shame is added to disappointment! 

Zechariah doesn’t believe Gabriel! Gabriel basically asks, “Who are you to question me? I have come 

straight from God to tell you!” His disbelief is punished with a nine month period of silence. There is no 

suggestion of an immaculate conception – they are just old! Zechariah delays a long time in coming out 

of the section of the Temple reserved for the priests. When he does emerge the people become aware 

something has happened, and his inability to speak adds to the drama.  

We must add here the story of Jesus in Luke begins and ends in the Temple! (Luke 24:53) This 

bracketing of his Gospel will serve to reassure Jewish believers. The identification of Zechariah and 

Elizabeth as “righteous” people is important as well. Elizabeth is also a descendant of Aaron. 

Righteousness and justice are consistently used Biblical descriptions of how the vulnerable and the 

outcast are to be treated. Such will be the thrust of the account Luke will write depicting the ministry of 

Jesus. 

Zechariah’s disbelief will change across the time of Elizabeth’s pregnancy. In many ways, he becomes 

an example to all of us who struggle on the journey of faith. Questions and doubts have a role to play as 

we move from stage to stage of faith. We don’t all hold the same beliefs and understandings in the same 

way. For some of us, a lot of time must pass. Moreover, we must live many years for us to come to the 

fruition of faith. When we do come to a fuller faith, we must not stand in judgment of others still on 

their journey. We can only point to the One we have come to trust, whose promises are trustworthy. 

Faith is much more trust than belief; and the opposite of faith is not doubt, but disobedience. True 

inspiration comes when our seeking mind meets the revealing Spirit of God. A wise teacher once said to 

Sam: The Word of God is given, but it is given to the one seeking for it. “Seek and you will find.” 

Let us focus on this son who will be born. All children are special, and, in the Jewish culture, male 

children are very special. This boy will indeed be special. He is described by Gabriel as being filled with 

the Holy Spirit even before birth. His task will be to bring back Israel to God and, like Elijah, he will 

bring the disobedient to righteousness. His lifestyle will be as unique as his message. That message will 

be to prepare the way of the Lord. 

With the intervening accounts of Gabriel’s appearance to Mary and her visit to Elizabeth, don’t miss the 

unusual fact Elizabeth named the child – not Zechariah. Here is more evidence of Luke’s emphasis on 

the role of women in the unfolding story. The name “John” means “gift of God.” Truly John the Baptist 

was such a gift. Jesus Himself will say of him: “of those born of women none is greater than John.”  

The task given to Zechariah and Elizabeth was not only a joyous one for them because her barrenness 

was ended, but was also the beginning of the fulfillment of what the prophet Isaiah had spoken so long 

before: “A voice of one calling: in the desert prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the 

wilderness a highway for our God.” (Isaiah 40:3) 



 
 

These promises were exactly what Gabriel said to Zechariah he could not believe! Not only the prayers 

of this old couple, but also the prayers of the people of Israel for generations had been heard. The 

ancient promise of God to Abraham and his descendants were being fulfilled. Many will find joy in 

John’s birth. 

At the close of chapter one in Luke, Zechariah breaks into this own song of praise to God. Verses 67-79 

are beyond the readings for today, but they add one more insight into this man. He becomes the first 

evangelist to proclaim for whom his son will prepare the way! We should ask ourselves “Are we telling 

the story of Jesus and His love?” 

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  

 

Go and Tell Conference helps women discern ministry calling 

For Alaina Harrison’s fruitfulness project – a requirement of her ordination – she chose to create and 

execute an event for women interested in ministry. 

Called the Go and Tell Women’s Conference, it was designed to help women discover ministry 

opportunities available to them and to help discern their calling into ministry. 

Held Saturday, Oct. 22 at Forest Hills United Methodist Church in Macon, 20 college-aged women 

attended the one-day, all-day event led and taught by women in the South Georgia Conference. 

“For many (women I work with) I’m the only female in ministry that they’ve ever encountered,” said 

Harrison, the minister to women at the Wesley Foundation of Macon and a provisional deacon in the 

South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church. “They left feeling affirmed that they have a 

place in the Church.” 

The day included a main session speaker and several workshops that focused on women in ordained 

ministry, the significance of lay ministry, women in missions, and ministry outside the local church.  

“For (the women attendees) to begin to understand their worth, value, and place in ministry – and that 

they actually have a place in ministry – was huge,” Harrison said of the event. 

Generous support for the event was given by Sunday school classes, congregations, districts, and 

individuals, and the Georgia United Methodist Foundation gave a grant. After expenses were paid, 

nearly $1,000 was able to be donated to Open Door Community Center’s Jackson Home for Women. 

 

A harvest worship service at Grace UMC in Brunswick 
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Grace United Methodist Church in Brunswick celebrated a special harvest worship service on Sunday, 

Nov. 20. The idea was an inspiration of Mrs. Gloria Lawrence, worship chairperson, and Rev. Cleo M. 

Gilchrist, pastor of Grace UMC. 

“God did it for us," said Rev. Gilchrist. "Out of sheer generosity he put us in right standing with himself; 

a pure gift. He got us out of the mess we’re in and restored us to where he always wanted us to be. And 

he did it by means of Jesus Christ. You know God awakens an intense longing in our human souls and 

an equally intense resentment, because the revelation which it brings is not acceptable. There is a certain 

pride in us that will give and give, but to come and accept is another thing. We are getting this at Grace! 

We realize that we cannot earn or win anything from God that we must either receive it as a gift or do 

without it. The greatest blessing we’ve learned spiritually is the knowledge that we are destitute or 

lacking the necessities of life. Until we got there our Lord was powerless.”   

All members in attendance were asked to bring food items to be placed in front of the altar for a time of 

sharing and receiving. The table upon which the food was placed was decorated with fall items and a 

large cornucopia, made by Rev. Gilchrist’s sister. The congregation responded with great enthusiasm, 

and by the time worship began, the table was full of fresh produce, baked goods, and packaged items. 

The overflow was placed all around the table. Someone even donated a frozen turkey. Prior to the close 

of service, the ushers directed the entire congregation to come forward and take whatever they desired 

from the bounty, and Rev. Gilchrist offered a prayer of thanksgiving. 

The message of the morning was “Learning to Gratefully Receive” by Rev. Gilchrist. Music was 

provided by the Men of Grace, led by Leo Moore. Everyone agreed it was truly a blessed and beautiful 

service. 

 

Some strange characters John Wesley met 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 

DAVE HANSON 

John Wesley met up with some very strange people. His journal and diary are full of encounters with 

unusual characters. You have probably met a few yourself. 

One such unusual person approached John Wesley. His beard was snow white and reached down to his 

knees. He looked at John and told him that God wanted Wesley to let his beard grow and he should start 

immediately. He was probably thinking of Samson in the Bible whose strength was in his hair, and this 

unusual character wanted John Wesley to have all the strength available. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 12/5/2016 edition 



 
 

Fresh Expressions: Imagine Church For Those Who Don't Do Church – Jan. 25, 2017 

The Center for Mission Innovation of the UMC's Global Ministries, along with the North and South 

Georgia Conferences, are offering a Fresh Expressions Spark Day on Wednesday, Jan. 25. Join us if ... 

 You are interested in building relationships and serving the communities where you live or work, 

 You have questions about fresh expressions and mission-shaped church, 

 You have started something new and need some practical help. 

LEARN MORE 

 

Epworth By The Sea Winter Conference 2017 – Jan. 29 – Feb. 1, 2017 

Ever since the days of Winter Camp Meetings and revivals, Christians have thrived on passionate 

worship, intense Bible teaching, prayer and fellowship. Winter Conference 2017 will deliver this and 

much more.  Designed to bring top-notch information and inspiration to clergy, church leaders and 

teachers, the conference will offer opportunities to deepen your relationship to Christ. You will learn 

from the best.  Bringing years of experience, conference leaders and teachers will focus on ministry, 

provide encouragement and show you how to sharpen your skills for Christian service. For complete 

information and registration visit www.epworthbythesea.org.  

Sexual Ethics Workshop at Camilla UMC – Feb. 4, 2017 

The Saturday, Feb. 4 Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Camilla United 

Methodist Church. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is required every 

three years for any person serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension 

ministers, appointed lay speakers). The cost is $35, which includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks 

can be made payable to the South Georgia Conference. Click here to register for the February 4 

workshop. For questions, email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that spouses and lay employees 

who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. 

SBC21 Celebration of Leadership Development Conference – Feb. 18, 2017 

An SBC21 Celebration of Leadership Development Conference will be held Saturday, Feb. 18, 2017, 

from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. at the Hampton Inn and Suites in Dublin. Registration will begin at 9:30 a.m. 

This event is being sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. For more information or if you 

have questions, contact Rev. Earnestine Campbell at earnestine@sgaumc.com. Click here to register. 

Sexual Ethics Workshop at Epworth By The Sea – Feb. 23, 2017 

The Thursday, Feb. 23 Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. in the Nalls 

Building at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics 

policy, this workshop is required every three years for any person serving under appointment by the 

bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). The cost is $35, which 

includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to the South Georgia Conference. 

Click here to register for the February 23 workshop. For questions, email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fresh-expressions-spark-day-tickets-28371790790
http://www.epworthbythesea.org/
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshop-February42017
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshop-February42017
mailto:cpcassistant@sgaumc.com
mailto:earnestine@sgaumc.com
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SBC21celebration
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshop-February232017
mailto:cpcassistant@sgaumc.com


 
 

Please note that spouses and lay employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to 

attend the workshop. 

Save the date for #millennial: opening our doors – May 4-6, 2017: The Southwest District of the 

South Georgia Conference and Next Step Ministry will sponsor a conference at Veterans Memorial State 

Park in Cordele, Ga., for clergy and laity May 4-6, 2017. The purpose will be to aid churches in 

attracting and engaging young people in our congregations. For more information visit the event website 

at www.swdistrictumc.org.  

 

Scripture Readings – December 5 

December 11 

Third Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 35:1-10 

Luke 1:47-55 (UMH 199) 

James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 

December 18 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 7:10-16 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (UMH 801) 

Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-25 

December 24 

Christmas Eve 
Isaah 9:2-7 

Psalm 96 (UMH 815) 

Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-20 

December 25 

Christmas Day 
Isaah 52:7-10 

Psalm 98 (UMH 818) 

Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12) 

John 1:1-14 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – December 2015 

http://www.swdistrictumc.org/


 
 

12/01 – Virginia Connelly: 2525 Norris Rd., Apt. 125; Columbus, GA 31907 

12/06 – Charles Adams: 301 Island St.; Lake Park, GA 31636 

12/06 – Eugene Cariker: 102 Ingham St.; Simons Island, GA 31522 

12/09 – Clifford Wallace: 136 Pineworth Pointe Dr.; Macon, GA 31216 

12/09 – Don Warren: 450 Cove Dr.; Marietta, GA 30067 

12/09 – Mollie Danner: 1415 Sunrise Ave.; Moultrie, GA 31768  

12/10 – Charles Cox: 9800 County Line Rd.; Midland, GA 31820 

12/10 – Britt Priddy: 109 Churchview Dr.; Leesburg, GA 31763 

12/10 – Joe Stevens: 892 Dublin Hwy.; Eastman, GA 31023 

12/10 – Cephas Williamson: 4815 Tirol Pass; Ft. Wayne, IN 46835 

12/12 – Richard Aultman: 120 Timber Ridge Blvd.; Byron, GA 31008 

12/12 – Alan Miller: 2099 Corsica Way SW; Marietta, GA 30008 

12/15 – Paula Lytle: 102 Hazelwood Dr.; Statesboro, GA 30458 

12/16 – Pat Holbert: PO Box 1004; Louisville, GA 30434 

12/18 – Billy Key: 212 Fairview Park Dr.; Dublin, GA 31021 

12/19 – Charles Dennis: PO Box 56; Donalsonville, GA 39845 

12/19 – Morgan Johnson: 5000 Fairbanks Ave. #148; Alexandria, VA 22311-1227 

12/22 – Larry Giles: 214 Jasmine St.; Sandersville, GA 31082 

12/22 – Lenton Powell: PO Box 42986; Atlanta, GA 30311 

12/26 – F. Wayne Mitchell: 431 Oak Ridge Dr.; Nashville, GA 31639 

12/26 – Diane Shedd: 515 Meadow Green Dr.; Davenport, FL 33837 

12/28 – David Blalock: PO Box 187; Vidalia, GA 30475 

12/31 – John Carroll, Jr.: 4663 Wesleyan Woods Dr.; Macon, GA 31210 

12/31 – William A. Smith: 102 Pierce Rd.; Reynolds, GA 31076 

 


