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Responding to the storms: Alive Together in Christ as we bear one another's burdens 

To the South Georgia Conference: 

Devastating straight-line winds and tornadoes have resulted in significant damage in parts of our 

Southwest District. The United Methodist Churches of that district have moved quickly to alleviate 

suffering and provide for the basic needs of storm victims. 

Porterfield Memorial UMC and Albany First UMC are spearheading local UMC efforts to provide for 

essential needs at this time, providing food and blankets, coordinating clean-up teams, washing laundry, 

and more. Avalon UMC and Albany First UMC are serving as Red Cross shelters, housing those 

displaced by the storm. Other local and area churches are offering the love and hope of Christ and doing 

all they can to help. 

Conference and district funds have already been released. Dr. Nita Crump, Southwest District 

Superintendent, is monitoring and coordinating district team efforts. Allison Lindsey and Luis Morales 

are involved in ongoing assessment and response efforts. 

All churches throughout the South Georgia Conference are encouraged to join the recovery process. 

Early response teams are needed in the area. Interested teams and individuals should contact Luis 

Morales, South Georgia Disaster Response Coordinator, at (478) 216-7729 or morhilll@gmail.com.   

Special offerings to help with long-term recovery needs may be sent to the South Georgia Conference 

Storm Recovery efforts. Please use Conference Advance Special #6796.  

The immediate response of United Methodists in the Southwest District has demonstrated what it means 

to be Alive Together in Christ. Now, let us follow their example and act immediately either through 

response teams, as individual volunteers, or by providing the funds that will be so important to sustain 

the recovery process. 

Please join me in praying for the spiritual, physical, and emotional strength that will be needed by all 

involved. May God enable each of us to join this effort using one of the response options listed above. 

“Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2). 

mailto:morhilll@gmail.com
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United Methodists work to bring relief, hope to storm victims 

By Kara Witherow, Editor, and Kelly Roberson, Director of Communications 

The storm system that tore through Albany last Monday night and into Tuesday morning uprooted trees, 

destroyed homes, and left thousands without power, but it didn’t break the spirits of those who live, 

work, and worship there. 

In the midst of devastation and darkness, United Methodists are working together to shine the light of 

Christ in an uncertain and anxious time.  

Individuals and congregations in the Southwest District have moved quickly to alleviate suffering and 

provide for the basic needs of storm victims. Porterfield Memorial United Methodist Church and Albany 

First United Methodist Church have led local UMC efforts to provide for essential needs, handing out 

food and blankets, coordinating clean-up teams, washing laundry, and more. Avalon United Methodist 

Church and Albany First UMC are serving as Red Cross shelters, housing those displaced by the storm. 

Other local and area churches are offering the love and hope of Christ and doing all they can to help. 

“Seeing people be the hands and feet of Christ has been overwhelming,” said Rev. Thad Haygood, 

pastor of Albany First UMC. “It’s been beautiful to see people working together.” 

Serving through the storm 

Most of Porterfield Memorial UMC’s congregation was impacted in some way, said associate pastor 

Rev. Nate Lehman, and the church itself is still without power, but that hasn’t stopped members from 

reaching out and serving. 

“The people of the church want to help. It’s their friends, their neighbors, their families who are 

suffering right now,” he said. “It’s amazing to me that they’re not taking on the victim mentality but 

instead are asking how they can help people who are struggling.” 

The church didn’t sustain any structural damage – only part of a fence was knocked down – and even 

though they didn’t have electricity on Tuesday volunteers and staff used the church’s gas stove to cook 

lunch for community volunteers. Since then they’ve cooked and served more than 6,000 meals, said 

William Collins, church administrator.  

Area congregations and businesses have come together to support one another, he said, adding that 

United Methodist churches from Lone Hill and Douglas have come to Porterfield Memorial UMC’s aid. 



 
 

On Saturday, more than 100 volunteers washed 284 loads of laundry during a special Loads of Love 

event.  

“It’s overwhelming and amazing at the same time. There aren’t any words,” Rev. Lehman said of the 

congregation’s spiritual maturity and willingness to serve. “It’s a beautiful act of God. It’s the witness 

we’re called to be.” 

Neighbors helping neighbors 

Love Thy Neighbor, a food and clothing ministry of Avalon United Methodist Church, was destroyed 

when the storms ripped the front wall off the building the Albany ministry rents. Avalon UMC 

volunteers took the food to Leesburg United Methodist Church’s Food Pantry and the Albany Rescue 

Mission so that the food could still be given to those in need. 

“It was like a tornado inside the building,” said Love Thy Neighbor CEO Ed Haggerty, a member of 

Avalon UMC. “The people at Avalon really stepped up to help; they were there and got everything done 

that needed to be done.” 

The ministry has given more than 50,000 bags of food and 500,000 pieces of clothing to nearly 127,000 

people since 2003.  

The building sustained significant damage, so if and when the ministry reopens it won’t be in the same 

location, Haggerty said. The owners of the building are members of Avalon UMC and have been 

generous to the ministry and will decide what to do with the property. 

“Where the Lord leads us is where we’re going to go,” he said. 

Praising God in the storm 

Becky Boyd was finally able to return home Sunday afternoon when her power was restored. She and 

her family are members of Albany First UMC and worshiped there Sunday morning, along with 

congregants from several area churches whose power had yet to be restored, in a combined worship 

service. After a week that tested the faith of many in the town, Rev. Haygood preached a powerful 

message on being the hands and feet of Jesus. 

“It was really an amazing service. There probably wasn’t a dry eye in there when we left,” Boyd said. 

“Everyone just felt so overwhelmed by the presence of Christ and how wonderful everyone has been.” 

That afternoon, several members, including Boyd, her daughter-in-law, and her grandchildren, delivered 

snack bags to the linemen who are working tirelessly to restore power to area residents. 

Committed to serving Christ and neighbor 



 
 

The damage in Dougherty, Mitchell, Baker, and Calhoun counties – which was declared a disaster by 

Gov. Nathan Deal – will take months to clean up and hundreds of families will be displaced for weeks or 

longer, authorities say. Churches and congregations are prepared to serve those in need for the long haul.  

“I am thankful the United Methodist churches of Albany are coming together to be the hands and feet of 

Christ,” said Rev. Jeff Cook, pastor of Christ United Methodist Church in Albany, which opened its 

doors to be a Red Cross Service Center. “This is just a snapshot of Albany United Methodists being 

committed to serving Christ and neighbor. Our continued presence will be needed to help impacted 

families get back on their feet while reassuring them of God’s love and presence.” 

Conference and district funds have been released to the impacted areas. Dr. Nita Crump, Southwest 

District Superintendent, is monitoring and coordinating district team efforts. Allison Lindsey and Luis 

Morales are involved in ongoing assessment and response efforts. 

All churches throughout the South Georgia Conference are encouraged to join the recovery 

process. Early response teams are needed in the area. Interested teams and individuals should contact 

Luis Morales, South Georgia Disaster Response Coordinator, at (478) 216-7729 or morhilll@gmail.com.  

Special offerings to help with long-term recovery needs may be sent to the South Georgia Conference 

Storm Recovery efforts using Conference Advance Special #6796.  

“I think it’s wonderful that our connection can come together to be the hands and feet of Christ in a 

crisis,” Dr. Crump said. “I’m grateful for the many, many Methodists in Albany and across the district 

who have given so selflessly over the last week.”  

 

Spiritual decluttering: A fresh start for a new year 

A UMC.org feature by Joe Iovino 

One of the wonderful things about each new year is that it brings with it a sense of a new beginning, 365 

days of promise and possibility. 

Some use this time to bring freshness to their lives. They may decide to declutter the junk drawer, attic, 

or garage. It may also mean removing many of the sugars, fats, and carbohydrates from our diets. 

As a United Methodist church member, parting with some things for a season, may help declutter your 

spiritual life. Doing so helps make room for a new movement of the Holy Spirit in the months to come. 

What might you set aside in the next year? 

Your pew 

tel:(478)%20216-7729
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Pastors often know where each member of their congregation sits each Sunday. Some of us worship 

from the very same pew every week. More of us tend to gravitate toward the same general area, like 

somewhere in the last two rows on the right. 

Choosing to worship from a new seat for a season will give you a new perspective—literally. You will 

see the service from a different point of view, but more than that, it may also change the people around 

you each Sunday, the usher with whom you interact, the members of the choir or praise team you can 

see, and more. All of this can help you stay more focused on the worship service as you see things a 

little differently. 

Time-wasters 

John Wesley instructed his pastors to “Never trifle away time” (2012 Discipline 330.5.d.19.a). Instead, 

they were to be engaged in the practice of ministry or the development of their spiritual lives. While we 

may not want to get rid of all time-wasters since we need times of rest, there are diversions we could 

remove and replace with something more beneficial. 

Consider finding ways to free up time to volunteer at a local food bank or other mission, to make regular 

calls to old friends and church members you no longer see, or join a class or small group at your church. 

A version of the Bible 

If you have been a Christian for some time, you probably know the Bible fairly well. There are verses 

you know by heart, and stories that are very familiar. Reading from a different version of the Bible can 

help bring new life to those passages. A translator’s decision to use one word over another may give you 

some new insight you hadn’t thought of before. 

If you regularly read from a modern version like the Common English Bible, consider a more traditional 

translation like the New Revised Standard Version. If you gravitate toward the more traditional, try 

something more modern. Search the web for Bible reading sites and apps (there are many free ones) 

where you can access a new version of Scripture. 

A devotional 

Devotionals are helpful aids to lead us in Scripture reading and prayer every day, but we can become 

stuck in a rut with them as well. If you have been using the same book or website for more than a year, 

you may benefit from trying something different this year. A new devotional resource, like an unfamiliar 

Bible translation, can bring new life to your time with God. 

There are many devotional helps available online and in physical and digital books. The Upper Room 

from Discipleship Ministries of The United Methodist Church, is a very good source. Try something 

new. 

A favorite author 



 
 

Many readers have favorite authors. We like the way they turn a phrase, develop a story, or how they put 

into words what we have thought or felt for some time. Growth, though, often comes from thinking 

about things from a variety of perspectives. Reading a variety of authors can challenge us to do just that. 

When looking for a book to read for spiritual enrichment, from Cokesbury or Abingdon Press, consider 

something new to you, which may be something old. You might want to read from a theologian whose 

work you have heard is important but you have never read, a person on the best-seller list whose views 

you think may be different from yours, or a recommendation from your pastor. 

A class or group 

Give yourself permission to take a break from that class or group you have been attending solely out of 

habit. It’s OK. Try a new class. Join a group that discusses things that interest you. 

Be careful with this one though. Connections to other people of faith are vital, so don’t pull away from 

all groups. If you take a break from one group, make sure you find other Christians with whom you can 

share and from whom you can learn. 

Negativity 

Although we do not like to admit it, there are seasons when many of us can fall into patterns of 

negativity. Discouraged by the news, the theology of others, policies of our denomination, and practices 

of our congregation can become sources of stress and fodder for complaining. 

Removing negativity from our lives and choosing instead to find things to celebrate can lift your spirits 

and renew your passion for that which matters most. Find where you see the love of Jesus in the world 

and celebrate it. 

Obligatory church-stuff 

Some of us do things in the church that bring us no joy. We’re not really sure how we ever got the job. 

We don’t really want it. Yet, we are pretty sure that if we don’t do it, it won’t get done. Those types of 

obligations often lead to church burnout. 

After the New Year is underway, schedule a conversation with your pastor. Ask how you can step away 

from that obligation and into a new way of using your gifts to serve your church or community. That 

will be a blessing both to you and your congregation. 

New possibilities 

The New Year can be one of new experiences in your church and spiritual life. Make room in days 

ahead for the Holy Spirit to do a new work in you. Then see what happens. 

*Joe Iovino works for UMC.org at United Methodist Communications. Contact him by email or at 615-

312-3733. 
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Cabinet Information Report now online for clergy to complete; deadline is Feb. 9 

The Cabinet Information Report (CIR) is now online and available. The deadline to complete the form is 

Thursday, Feb. 9. 

 

During each year’s appointment season the cabinet utilizes the wealth of information reflected on the 

Cabinet Information Report. Clergy are asked to CAREFULLY review all fields and alert his/her district 

office of any errors or omissions. Your district office will know the proper way to assist you in 

correcting your CIR, should the need arise. This report is a snapshot of your ministry, which you will 

want to review prior to the appointment-making process. 

 

Local Church Pastors: Click here for church dashboard login. 

 

Extension Ministers: Click here for extension ministry dashboard login. 

 

2016 Agency Reports 

United Methodist Communications 

(UMNS) The denomination’s communications agency continued its focus on partnerships with other 

general agencies, conferences and local churches while maintaining its support of the denomination’s 

mission of making disciples. Read story 

Higher Education and Ministry 

(UMNS) The United Methodist Board of Higher Education and Ministry wants to make a seminary 

education more affordable for those called to ministry and increase availability of quality theological 

education worldwide. Read story 

Status and Role of Women 

(UMNS) The United Methodist Commission on the Status and Role of Women introduced two new 

resources in 2016 for local churches and annual conferences and continued its charge to ensure the full 

inclusion of women in the life of the church. Read story 

United Methodist Women 

http://www.sgaumc.org/districts
http://www.sgaumc.org/districts
http://www.sgaumc.org/districts
http://www.sgaumc.org/dashboard
http://www.sgaumc.org/emdashboard
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/united-methodist-communications-shares-churchs-story-with-the-world?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiT1RNek5qRXlNR0prTURRMCIsInQiOiI2TnZJZ00yb2UzOCtRcGZcL28rOTAzaTBtRkozQ3JqbUV5YlFcL2ZNZ2x1SUlnbDhxUm5RM3VwcDZsOFJKWnlteDlVa21mQ2lsYVJLa3cyNW00TXdTc1BOeExTK2swVmVSWUsxM3gyMHI3U1ZWc0llXC9lNElReTVRKzVSUUJQZFAySSJ9
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/agency-report-higher-education-and-ministry-aims-for-accessible-affordable
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/status-and-role-of-women-introduces-new-resources


 
 

(UMNS) As it continued to celebrate its 150th anniversary, United Methodist Women focused this year 

on strengthening leadership development and seeking mission partnership opportunities throughout the 

church. Read story 

United Methodist Men 

(UMNS) To achieve its goal to help develop principled Christian leaders, United Methodist Men helped 

to train almost 500 men’s ministry and scouting specialists, as well as enroll more than 8,000 young 

people in religious classes. Read story 

United Methodist Publishing House 

(UMNS) The United Methodist Publishing House published almost 2,000 new books, Bibles and church 

resources in the past year and finished over $1 million in the black in 2016. Part of a series of reports on 

the work each general agency accomplished this year. Read story 

 

What makes you come alive? Go do it. 

A New Year's message from Bishop R. Lawson Bryan 

Don’t ask what the world needs. Ask what makes you come alive, and go do it. Because what the world 

needs is people who have come alive. 

Those are the words of Howard Thurman, an influential African-American author, philosopher, 

theologian, educator, and civil rights leader. Thurman was devoted to prayer, and his personal practice 

of spiritual disciplines was the foundation of his fruitful life. In 1944 he was co-founder of the Church 

for the Fellowship of All Peoples in San Francisco, the first intercultural church in the United States. 

Later he served as Dean of the Chapel at Boston University. My doctoral adviser, Luther Smith, 

introduced me to the work of Howard Thurman, and for that I will always be grateful.  

Notice the clarity Howard Thurman gives us as we enter the new year. When he says, “Don’t ask what 

the world needs,” he is reminding us that human beings are a bottomless pit of needs. The needs of the 

world are so great that we will quickly be overwhelmed by them. But there is another way: ask what 

makes you come alive, and then go do it. For what the world really needs is people who have come 

alive. 

So what makes you come alive? Tell me about a time in 2016 when you were most alive. What were 

you doing? Were others involved? Why was it so energizing? How can you get more of that in 2017? 

Tell me when your church was most alive in the past year? What was going on? Who was involved? 

Why was it so energizing? How can your church get more of that in 2017? 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/united-methodist-women-strengthen-leaders-and-mission-partnerships
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/united-methodist-men-helps-train-hundreds-of-leaders
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/publishing-house-finishes-a-productive-year


 
 

Don’t ask what the world needs. Ask what makes you come alive, and go do it. Because what the world 

needs is people who have come alive. 

Our families need people who have come alive. Our communities need people who have come alive. 

Our world needs people who have come alive. Where can such people be found? In Ephesians 2:5, the 

Apostle Paul says: “We have been made alive together in Christ.” He is speaking of the church – in 

Ephesus, in South Georgia, and in your community.  

Here is the key to your new year: what makes you come alive? Go do it. Because what the world 

needs is people who have come alive 

Happy New Year! 

Alive Together in Christ, 

R. Lawson Bryan 

 

5 things we could ALL resolve to do and be in 2017 

GROWING IN GRACE 

BEN GOSDEN 

It’s that time again. New Year’s resolutions give us the chance to make goals to grow into better people. 

And, as disciples of Jesus Christ, making plans to grow and living into those plans are a big part of what 

we call “growing in grace.” Just in case you’re behind and haven’t made any resolutions yet, I’ve got 

five options here for you. Choose one of them. Try all of them. But I think any of them would help us 

grow in God’s love in the coming year.  

1. Be more kind. I don’t care how you vote, what cable news station you watch, or where you choose 

to eat on a Friday night – we can all agree that our world is very angry and could use a little more 

kindness. How can you be more kind in your daily life? Does it mean making a point to offer a kind 

word to someone daily? Does it mean asking yourself the hard question, “Does this spread 

kindness?” before you post or share some outrageous article on social media? Does it mean trying 

more intentionally to give others, especially those you don’t agree with, the benefit of the doubt?  

2. Do some good. Life gets busy. And it’s easy to let the routine and stress close in around you, putting 

up blinders to the needs of the world around you. Where could you do some good? Could you 

volunteer in a new way? Could you rearrange your life, maybe even give up something self-serving, 

in order to serve others? I bet your local church could point you to a place in your community where 

you could spread goodness to others in a new way this year.  



 
 

3. Give more generously. The Bible tells us that we are called to give with a “glad and generous 

heart” (Acts 2) because being a “cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9) is how we are supposed to respond to 

God who gives us everything. What could you cut back on your family budget in order to be more 

generous for the sake of God’s mission? Is God calling you to rearrange your finances in some other 

way – estate giving maybe?  

4. Worship more frequently. I know “regular attendance” these days is being present in worship once 

a month. But seriously, does attending worship 12 times per year really express how grateful you are 

to God? Does it really come close to telling the story of God’s love in your life? Could you resolve 

to increase your worship attendance by just one extra Sunday per month this year? Just think about 

what that will do in your life … and in the life of your local church!  

5. Focus more on what unites us and less on what divides us. Look, it’s easy to get on your high 

horse and do the whole, “if you don’t stand for something you’ll fall for anything,” routine. And our 

world is getting more and more organized around separating people into tribes and then having those 

tribes be at war with other tribes because they’re different. But Jesus prays that we might be united, 

even (and especially) when unity is tough (John 17). And being connected is a really big piece of 

who we are as the people called Methodist. In 2017, just imagine what our churches, what our 

conference, what our denomination could do if we focused more on the things that unite us – a spirit 

of love and grace, a shared mission, etc. – and less on the things that divide us.  

May you have a blessed 2017. I can’t wait to see and hear about what God is doing in your life and in 

the life of your local church! 

The Rev. Ben Gosden is the pastor at Trinity United Methodist Church in Savannah. He can be reached 

at bgosden1982@gmail.com.  

 

Strange characters John Wesley met 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 

DAVE HANSON 

One of the strange characters John Wesley met was clothed completely in purple. He told John that it 

was the duty of any person who could do so to be clothed in purple and fine linen and to dine on 

sumptuous fare every day. And that he would do abundantly more good hereby than he could do by 

feeding the hungry and clothing the naked. 

Wesley comment after this encounter was, “It is amazing what people can believe if they desire to do 

so!”  

Have you found this true in your encounter with people? 

mailto:bgosden1982@gmail.com


 
 

 

Praise God the Provider 

Winter Quarter: Creation – A Divine Cycle 

Unit 2: Praise from and for God’s Creation 

Sunday school lesson for the week of January 15, 2017  

By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 

Lesson scripture: Psalm 65: 1-2; 5; 9-13 

Background Scripture: Psalm 65; 67: 6-7 

We love music of many varieties – classical and bluegrass, easy listening and hymns. Many other genres 

can touch both heart and mind. The Psalms are indeed “Songs of the Heart,” and Psalm 65 touches many 

chords that resonate within us about God and the work of God’s hands. Please read the entire Psalm, not 

just the verses designated for this lesson. When you leave out verses, it’s like leaving out stanzas of a 

hymn – you miss something the author is saying! Even better, read it out loud! 

Psalm 65 begins, appropriately, on a strong note of praise. Three times the phrase “to you” is repeated: 

The first, “to you in Zion,” the mountain of God in Jerusalem; the second, with assurance “to you vows 

shall be performed;” and finally, “to you all flesh shall come,” a reminder Yahweh is God of all – not 

just the Jews. Remember, when Jesus cleansed the Temple he declared, “My house shall be a house of 

prayer for all nations,” quoting from Isaiah 56:13. All three references “to you” point to the faithful 

nature and character of the Almighty One being praised.  

The universality of the passage is important in an age when we are more likely to exclude than include 

those God loves. At the dedication of the Temple, Solomon prayed explicitly for foreigners, “so that all 

the people of the earth will know Your name and fear You.” (I Kings 8:43)  

Handel’s “The Messiah” is one of Sam’s favorites to sing, and the very first chorus is: “And the glory of 

the Lord shall be revealed.” The text declares, “All flesh shall see it together!” God’s love and grace is 

boundless – including even us! Never think we somehow deserve or earn such limitless love. John 

Newton had it right – God’s grace is truly amazing. 

The next verse is among those omitted for this lesson, and its content is the reason it should not have 

been! Later, we will focus on the awesome nature and power of creation as the source of praise to God, 

but verse 3 has the sequence correct.  

“When we were overwhelmed by sins, 

 YOU atoned for our transgressions.” (emphasis ours)Who made atonement for sin? Yahweh did! 

Remember, we are in the Book of Psalms in the Old Testament, and God himself is the one making 



 
 

atonement for our sins! Here is certainly a foretaste of the faith we have in God’s action to reconcile the 

alienated, to forgive the sinner, and to treat the prodigal as a child of God. 

Verse 4, another one omitted from the lesson scripture, gives another reason for praise and gratitude – 

we have been chosen by God to be numbered among those to live near to God. In the Psalm the setting 

is the Temple, but we know “we have a house not made with hands, eternal…” 

Finally, we come to verse 5, the key verse for the lesson.  

“By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance,  

O God of our salvation;  

you are the hope of all the ends of the earth 

and of the farthest seas.” 

Please note the verse really is the key to understanding this Psalm, because the call to praise at the 

beginning and the concluding chorus of praise of God’s providence hinge on the fact of God’s saving 

power which extends across the whole of creation.  

Differences in translation can affect how we hear the message of verse 5. God answers with 

“deliverance” in the NRSV, but with “righteousness” in the CEB. Deliverance can only come from God, 

but the righteousness of God can be emulated by his creatures as their response of gratitude and praise. 

We see God’s “awesome deeds” and respond with an awareness we stand before great mysteries we 

cannot explain or fully understand. God’s ways are not our ways! 

Do you recall how God confronted Job with these same “awesome deeds?” When Job brought his case 

before God, questioning how he had been treated, God speaks to him about matters beyond Job’s 

knowledge. In chapters 38, 39, 40, and 41, God asks unanswerable questions of Job that leave Job 

speechless except for his unforgettable response—“my ears had heard of you but now my eyes have 

seen you.” (Job 42:5) Job’s personal encounter with God made all the difference! 

The Psalm concludes with a litany of praise for divine providence expressed in the way nature functions. 

Look at the verbs: care … water … fill … provide … drench … level … soften … bless … crown … 

overflow … clothed … covered … mantled … shout! Each one is a description of the caring love of the 

Almighty One who created the earth and established the processes by which its inhabitants live in the 

wonder seen around them. 

We were particularly impressed with the many references to water in verses 9-13. Our son leads an 

environmental group fighting for the protection of water in the state of Georgia. His work is to 

constantly remind those with the power to make decisions of policy of the absolute priority of water to 

support life at every level: economics, cultural values, wildlife, and their interrelationships. His 

particular expertise deals with the Flint River and the rivers’ crucial role in the agricultural, municipal, 

industrial, and recreational life of the people of southwest Georgia. 



 
 

Apart from the literal meaning of water, there is another, even more profound understanding of this 

passage. God’s grace falls on us, smoothing our ridged ridges, and giving us life abundantly. These 

“showers of blessing” are given from the loving heart of a gracious God. 

As this lesson is written, we are approaching Thanksgiving, and we see a metaphor of the cornucopia 

used to symbolize the abundant harvest. The closing verses of Psalm 65 are indeed a cornucopia of the 

many gifts of the Almighty One spilling out on the good earth. We receive them with the refrain of the 

great hymn “For the Beauty of the Earth:” 

   Lord of all to Thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  

 

Praise God the Creator 

Winter Quarter: Creation – A Divine Cycle 

Unit 2: Praise from and for God’s Creation 

Sunday school lesson for the week of January 22, 2017  

By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 

Lesson scripture: Psalm 104: 1-4; 24-30 

Background Scripture: Psalm 104 

We begin this lesson with a confession: We’re glad the scripture for this lesson is limited! However, 

please do read all of Psalm 104. The fullness and richness of its sweep will inspire and uplift any who 

take the time; but for our study purposes, we’re happy there are limits! 

“Bless (Praise) the Lord, O my soul,” is both the opening and closing refrain of the Psalm. In Hebrew, 

the word is hallelujah. Praise God! The personal conversation of the Psalmist with God is evident 

throughout. All is written in the second person. There is no third person standing by as an uninvolved 

observer. The writer is talking directly to God.  

Another important observation: the soul in Hebrew is not separated from the whole life of the person. 

Our understanding of soul as an entity separated from the physical body is of Greek origin. The Psalmist 

is praising God with the entirety of his being. Nothing is held back. 

Beginning with a powerful metaphor stretching back in time to the dawn of creation, we have the picture 

of God putting light on like a robe. As you read, keep the Genesis accounts in chapters 1 and 2 in mind. 

The poetic imagination of the writer is vividly illustrated with pictures of God “stretching out the 

heavens like a tent,” and “laying the beams for building God’s dwelling place” (verse 3). God then 

“rides in a chariot of clouds…pushed on the wings of the wind.”  
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There was a time, in our younger days, when we sailed. Our little sailboat had no motor, so we learned 

to move from place to place “pushed (on a ‘reach’ or pulled on a ‘close haul’) on the wings of the 

wind!” What a glorious feeling! Remember, the Psalms are not science, but “songs of the heart.” Enjoy 

the imagery and revel in the meaning of God as Creator – don’t get hung up on being literal!  

The next verses are not part of the lesson, but the vivid descriptions of God’s wondrous creations, the 

way God did it, and the amazing diversity of the natural world are well worth the read. The Flood is 

remembered, but, afterward, the emergence of the multiplicity of life forms is enumerated following this 

tragedy. We human beings focus so much on our appearance in the order of the Creation drama, we 

forget God declared after every day and everything created, “…and it was good.”  

The lesson scripture continues with this list of what God did and the divine “wisdom” underlying all. 

People become upset when the existence of a species interferes with practices we deem necessary to our 

well-being. The study of ecology reminds us all life is inter-connected. You cannot destroy a rain forest, 

or the polar ice cap, or a species of fish, or another tiny creature without doing something harmful to the 

rest of creation. All are dependent on the other. The environmental impact of digging a pipeline, or 

drilling an oil well, or opening a housing development, or building another mall are all part of “the 

wisdom of the Lord who made them all.” Such wisdom may seem irrelevant in the immediacy of 

economic gain, but God’s wisdom in creation covers all of life on this planet for all time. Without 

careful thought we can even become enemies of the “wisdom of God.” 

Verses 27-30 recount the dependency of all creatures and all of creation on the providence of God. 

God’s good gifts of food, water, and the stuff of life are the foundation of everything. Take them away 

and the result is death. Once again the Hebrew word “ruah” appears. This word is used for breath, wind, 

and spirit in the Old Testament. In the Genesis account, God “breathed” into Adam to bring him to life. 

Here, when that same breath is removed, death is the result. The intimacy of “ruah” to God’s life-giving 

spirit cannot be overstated. Continue that train of thought and connect it with the Holy Spirit! Powerful! 

Necessary! – for life now and forever.  

The Psalm connects the rhythm of life with our participation in the process of caring for creation. There 

is no better word to describe human co-operation with God than stewardship. In our churches in the fall 

we are building programs and budgets. To fund this effort, we have Stewardship Campaigns. However, 

don’t confuse financial stewardship with this personal connection with God in the stewardship of the 

creation surrounding us. 

This effort can be very personal!! In Georgia we are in the midst of a major draught. Don’t let the water 

run the whole time you are brushing your teeth or bathing! We said this was personal! Recycling should 

become automatic. Don’t use the plastic bags at the grocery store or Wal-Mart. Carry your own cloth 

bags.  

We are called to be stewards of God’s gifts, not consumers of them. In Genesis, humans were given 

dominion over the earth. Too often we take this commandment to give us license to use everything as 



 
 

seems best for us. We are sinful, self-centered creatures, and our desires and presumed needs can easily 

be contrary to having dominion (control) as befits children of the Creator.  

If we are to exercise dominion faithfully in creation, our example must be God’s dominion: bestowing 

life, not abusing; sustaining the myriad of species, not the eradication of one or more. Faithful dominion 

is the stewardship of the gifts of creation over time, not exacting what I can get for me or my generation. 

As my Water-keeper son reminds us, “We all live downstream!” Another piece of wisdom comes from 

the Native American culture: “We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors, we borrow it from our 

children.” 

Psalm 104 calls us not only to praise the God who created all, but also to continue God’s work by 

nurturing the richness and diversity of life on this planet. Frankly, there is enlightened self-interest in 

recognizing the value of conservation and preservation. Life itself is at stake. “And I have come that you 

might have life and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10) 

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  

 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. James Randell Daniell 

Rev. James Randell Daniell, 71, of Tifton, died Thursday, Dec. 15, 2016, at Phoebe Putney Memorial 

Hospital in Albany. 

Funeral services were held Monday, December 19, 2016, at Albritton Funeral Directors chapel with 

Rev. Joseph Carter, Rev. Ronnie Howell, Mr. Bobby Roberts and Rev. Graton Helms officiating. 

Interment was at Union Missionary Baptist Church Cemetery in Colquitt, Georgia.  

Rev. Daniell was born on September 12, 1945 in Colquitt to the late Murphy and Clyde Middleton 

Daniell. He received his Bachelor’s Degree at Darton College and Georgia Southwestern University, his 

Masters in Psychology at Auburn University, and attended Emory University for his Theology 

Certificate. He was a veteran of the United States Air Force and was married to Carolyn Stegall Daniell 

for 50 years. 

Rev. Daniell was a member of the South Georgia United Methodist Conference and attended Mt. 

Calvary United Methodist Church in Tifton. He was a retired United Methodist minister after 17 years 

of service at Sweetwater United Methodist Church in Pearson, Pine Level United Methodist Church in 

Fitzgerald, and Beulah United Methodist Church in Sylvester.  He also taught at Valdosta State 

University, Darton College, ABAC, Moultrie Technical School and Georgia Southwestern University. 

Prior to his ministering and teaching, he was employed with Union Camp. Mr. Daniell was a pilot, who 

enjoyed flying, along with operating remote control airplanes and quail hunting. 
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In addition to his wife, Carolyn, Mr. Daniell is survived by one son, John Thomas Daniell of Tifton, his 

mother-in-law, Nell Stegall of Tifton, one sister and brother-in-law, Dot and Graton Helms of Eastman, 

one sister-in-law, Emmie Daniels of Asburn, AL, and several nieces and nephews. He was preceded in 

death by his sister, Vivian Tobias of Bainbridge and his brother, David Daniels of Asburn, AL. 

Flowers will be accepted or donations to Mt. Calvary United Methodist Church, PO Box 1913, Tifton, 

Georgia 31794, The American Heart Association, www.donatenow.heart.org, PO Box 840692 Dallas, 

TX 75284-0692, or the American Cancer Society PO Box 1290 Tifton, Georgia 31793. 

Mrs. Ophelia Ray 

Mrs. Ray was born on May 6, 1943, and passed away on Thursday, December 22, 2016. 

Mrs. Ray was a resident of Americus, Georgia at the time of her passing. 

She was married to Rodger Sr. (Rev. Randall Ray). 

A private family service will be held. 

In lieu of flowers memorial contributions are suggested to the Mattie Marshall Alzheimer Center c/o 

Magnolia Manor 2001 S. Lee St.; Americus GA 31709. 

Rev. Herman Allen Howell 

Rev. Herman Allen Howell died Wednesday, December 28, 2016 at Golden Crest Assisted Living in 

Stockbridge, Ga. A graveside service was held Monday, January 2 at Crown Hill Cemetery. Rev. Randy 

Roberts will be officiating. Military Honors will be performed after the service. The family will receive 

friends for visitation on Sunday January 1, 2017 from 3-5PM at Kimbrell-Stern. 

Rev. Howell was a native of Young Harris, GA and was a United States WWII Army Veteran who 

served as a scout and personal driver for officers of the Third Army. He was a Methodist minister in the 

Southeast Ga. District for over 50 years pastoring churches in Southeast Georgia including: Warner 

Robins, Shellman, Waycross, Sale City, Americus and Albany. He received his Bachelor of Arts in 

Union University in Jackson, Tennessee and his Bachelor of Divinity at the Southeastern Baptist 

Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, North Carolina. He was a member of Porterfield United 

Methodist Church in Albany, GA.  

Rev. Howell was preceded in death by his wife, Mrs. Josephine McLemore Howell and his daughter 

Joyce Waters Howell.  

Survivors include his son, Al Howell and his wife Melissa of McDonough, GA; a daughter, Sherry 

Howell Varney and her husband Mike of Denver, CO; a granddaughter, Anna Joy Howell of 

McDonough, GA and his sister Vergie May Chandler of Douglasville, GA. He is also survived by many 

nieces and nephews. 

Mrs. Penny Hudson 

Mrs. Penny Hudson, age 82, died Thursday morning, Jan. 5 at her residence following a short illness. 
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She was born in Fitzgerald, Ga., and was a graduate of Fitzgerald High School and Georgia Southern 

College. 

Penny was a lifelong educator who retired after 40 years of service to the education profession. She had 

a true passion for helping and supporting her students. Penny was an excellent role model and made a 

huge impact on many children throughout her career. 

Penny was a dedicated member of The United Methodist Church and was very active in the United 

Methodist Women’s group. Penny also worked side by side with her husband of 62 years, David, during 

his many years of service as a United Methodist minister. 

Penny’s wit and intelligence will be remembered by all who knew her. Although a direct person, she 

was kind and understanding. She will be remembered by her children and grandchildren for her 

unconditional love and her delightful sense of humor. 

Surviving are her husband of 62 years, the Rev. David Elzie Hudson; her children, Julie Blackmar and 

Mark Hudson of Portal and Paul Hudson of Statesboro; her grandchildren, Hampton Hudson and 

Katelyn Hudson of Statesboro and Sam Blackmar of Portal. 

The funeral service was held at Portal United Methodist Church at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 7 with the 

Rev. Jimmy Cason officiating, assisted by the Rev. Myra Barrett. 

Pallbearers were Chris Archambeault, Christopher Archambeault Jr., Jamie Baker, Dlyen Baker, 

Hampton Hudson and Samuel Blackmar. 

Honorary pallbearers were members of the United Methodist Women. 

The family requests that memorial contributions be made to Ogeechee Area Hospice, P.O. Box 531, 

Statesboro, GA 30459. 

Friends may sign the online register book at www.joineranderson.com.  

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – January  
 

1/01 – Cindy H. Autry: 2958 Roswell Lane; Columbus, GA 31906 

1/01 – James Hancock: 4360 Manor Millwood Rd. S; Manor, GA 31550 

1/01 – Larry Roberts: 12 Foxfire Estates Circle; Waynesville, NC 28785 

1/01 – Dan Robinson: 222 N. Bobby St.; Lenox, GA 31637 

1/01 – Frank Terry: 114 Stone Brooke Dr., Suite 2308; Gray, GA 31032 

1/02 – Sharon Lowley: 1544 Harris Ridge Rd.; Young Harris, GA 30582 

1/03 – Marcus Tripp: 3791 Overlook Dr.; Macon, GA 31204 

1/07 – Tommy Martin, III: 606 Chastain Place; Macon, GA 31210 

1/08 – Ken Banker: 220 W. Pecan St.; Surrency, GA 31563 

1/08 – Ernie Rogers: 1803 Pineknoll Lane; Albany, GA 31707 
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1/08 – Gary Starrett: PO Box 113; Bolingbroke, GA 31004 

1/11 – V.L. Daughtery, Jr.: 3713 Bermuda Run; Valdosta, GA 31605 

1/12 – Eddie Braswell: 1110 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709 

1/12 – Grady Vance: 127-B Nina Dr.; Eatonton, GA 31024 

1/15 – Sam Collins: 467 Old Prospect Church Rd.; Jeffersonville, GA 31044 

1/15 – Gary Morris: 668 Bellview Rd.; Colquitt, GA 39837 

1/16 – J. Brooks Partain: 206 Eckles Rd.; Americus, GA 31719-2118  

1/17 – Ed Ellington: 675 Arthur Wolfe Rd.; Dublin, GA 31021 

1/18 – Steve Rumford: 130 Arlington Row; Macon, GA 31210 

1/21 – Billy Wicker, Jr.: 400 Ridgecrest Rd.; E. Dublin, GA 31021 

1/22 – Tom Davis, Jr.: 155 Twin Creek Ct.; Athens, GA 30605 

1/24 – Joe Dunagan: 116 Alabama Ave.; Macon, GA 31204  

1/25 – Frank Harris: 312 Brim Dr.; Macon, GA 31220 

1/27 – James Ford: 1751 G 8th St. NW; Hickory, NC 28601 

1/27 – Bill Jones, Jr.: 106 Hilldale Circle; Vidalia, GA 30474 

1/30 – Harold Feightner: 107 Harvest Point; Warner Robins, GA 31088 

1/30 – Holland Morgan: 2 E. 62nd St.; Savannah, GA 31405  

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 1/9/2017 edition 

Multi-cultural Luncheon – Jan. 16 

The South Georgia Conference’s Advocacy Team will host the inaugural Multicultural Luncheon on 

Monday, Jan. 16. The luncheon will take place at ConneXion UMC in Savannah. The event is scheduled 

from 11:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. The Rev. Stacey Harwell-Dye, Chairperson of the Advocacy Team, will 

provide the keynote address. This event is open to all congregations. The purpose of the Multicultural 

Luncheon is to celebrate the gifts that God has provided in the South Georgia Conference through our 

local churches. Click here to register. Registration will close on Jan. 11.  

Fresh Expressions: Imagine Church For Those Who Don't Do Church – Jan. 25 

The Center for Mission Innovation of the UMC's Global Ministries, along with the North and South 

Georgia Conferences, are offering a Fresh Expressions Spark Day on Wednesday, Jan. 25. Join us if ... 

 You are interested in building relationships and serving the communities where you live or work, 

 You have questions about fresh expressions and mission-shaped church, 

 You have started something new and need some practical help. 

LEARN MORE 

Moore Methodist Museum's Historic Preservation Workshop – Jan. 26 

The Moore Methodist Museum invites everyone to participate in its Historic Preservation Workshop, 

scheduled for Thursday, Jan. 26 from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. This program is ideal for church historians, 

community historians, or anyone looking to preserve family history. Activities will include instruction 

on preservation and archiving techniques, tutorials on displaying artifacts, a tour of the museum, and a 

lecture from Rev. Dave Hanson. To register, call the museum at 912-638-4050 or 

https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/CelebratingtheGiftofDiversityMulticulturalLuncheon
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fresh-expressions-spark-day-tickets-28371790790


 
 

email assistantdirector@mooremuseum.org. The workshop costs $30 per person, which is payable by 

cash, check, or card (cost includes lunch at Epworth By The Sea). All proceeds go to the museum. To 

learn more about the museum and see the schedule for the day, visit mooremethodistmuseum.com.   

Epworth By The Sea Winter Conference 2017 – Jan. 29 – Feb. 1 

Ever since the days of Winter Camp Meetings and revivals, Christians have thrived on passionate 

worship, intense Bible teaching, prayer and fellowship. Winter Conference 2017 will deliver this and 

much more.  Designed to bring top-notch information and inspiration to clergy, church leaders and 

teachers, the conference will offer opportunities to deepen your relationship to Christ. You will learn 

from the best.  Bringing years of experience, conference leaders and teachers will focus on ministry, 

provide encouragement and show you how to sharpen your skills for Christian service. For complete 

information and registration visit www.epworthbythesea.org.  

Sexual Ethics Workshop at Camilla UMC – Feb. 4 

The Saturday, Feb. 4 Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Camilla United 

Methodist Church. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is required every 

three years for any person serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension 

ministers, appointed lay speakers). The cost is $35, which includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks 

can be made payable to the South Georgia Conference. Click here to register for the February 4 

workshop. For questions, email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that spouses and lay employees 

who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. 

SBC21 Celebration of Leadership Development Conference – Feb. 18 

An SBC21 Celebration of Leadership Development Conference will be held Saturday, Feb. 18, 2017, 

from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. at the Hampton Inn and Suites in Dublin. Registration will begin at 9:30 a.m. 

This event is being sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. For more information or if you 

have questions, contact Rev. Earnestine Campbell at earnestine@sgaumc.com. Click here to register. 

Sexual Ethics Workshop at Epworth By The Sea – Feb. 23 

The Thursday, Feb. 23 Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. in the Nalls 

Building at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics 

policy, this workshop is required every three years for any person serving under appointment by the 

bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). The cost is $35, which 

includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to the South Georgia Conference. 

Click here to register for the February 23 workshop. For questions, email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. 

Please note that spouses and lay employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to 

attend the workshop. 

Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat – March 3-5 

Designed for students in the fifth grade and above, the “Join the Journey” Confirmation Retreat will 

provide churches of all sizes an opportunity to connect with others through worship, study, and 

fellowship.  The event will also include large group gatherings around the church seasons and breakout 

mailto:assistantdirector@mooremuseum.org
http://mooremethodistmuseum.com/
http://www.epworthbythesea.org/
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshop-February42017
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshop-February42017
mailto:cpcassistant@sgaumc.com
mailto:earnestine@sgaumc.com
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SBC21celebration
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshop-February232017
mailto:cpcassistant@sgaumc.com


 
 

sessions with topics of grace, United Methodist History and United Methodist lingo as well as Holy 

Clubs throughout the weekend. Not meant to be the only confirmation youth go through, the 

Confirmation Retreat should be complimentary to what a church is or will be doing. For more 

information, visit www.sgaumc.org/confirmation or contact Event Coordinator Suzanne Akins at 

suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626. Click here to register your church group. 

Save the date for #millennial: opening our doors – May 4-6 

The Southwest District of the South Georgia Conference and Next Step Ministry will sponsor a 

conference at Veterans Memorial State Park in Cordele, Ga., for clergy and laity May 4-6, 2017. The 

purpose will be to aid churches in attracting and engaging young people in our congregations. For more 

information visit the event website at www.swdistrictumc.org.  

 

United Methodist Connectional FCU 2017 Annual College Scholarships 

The United Methodist Connectional Federal Credit Union is once again offering scholarships to 17-35 

year old college-bound students in our connection. Four winning applicants, one from each of the United 

Methodist Connectional FCU’s four conferences – Florida, North Georgia, South Georgia and Alabama-

West Florida – will each receive a $1,000 scholarship. Complete rules and an application can be found 

here. Applicants must be a credit union member in good standing. Eligible credit union members are 1) 

members of The United Methodist Church in this conference, 2) Employees of a United Methodist 

church or agency, or 3) an immediate family member of a UMC FCU member. For additional questions, 

contact the Marietta branch at 800-282-9368. 

 

Scripture Readings – January 9 

January 15 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 49:1-7 

Psalm 40:1-11 

1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

John 1:29-42 

January 22 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 9:1-4 

Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Matthew 4:12-23 
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January 29 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Micah 6:1-8 

Psalm 15 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

Matthew 5:1-12 

 


