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ConneXion Church consecrated, dedicated 

Savannah church is focused on connection, unity 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Sunday morning at 11 a.m. has been called “the most segregated hour in this nation.”  

More than 53 years ago Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke those words, and even today, decades later, 

many pastors grapple with that same issue and still say that churches are among the most divided 

institutions in American society. 

One new South Georgia United Methodist Church, however, is trying to break down those barriers and 

be an intentionally multiracial and multigenerational congregation. 

ConneXion Church, which officially launched Jan. 8 and was consecrated and dedicated Jan. 29, is a 

new congregation birthed out of Savannah’s Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Cokesbury United 

Methodist Church, and Speedwell United Methodist Church. 

“All persons from any background are welcome to be a part of the church,” said Rev. Michael Culbreth, 

ConneXion Church’s senior pastor. “It’s our hope that we can strive to break down barriers that have 

existed before. We want to be intentional about that. The Church is for everyone.” 

Blending three historic and distinct congregations – one predominantly African-American, one 

predominantly Caucasian, and one that had become fairly multiracial in recent years – has been 

challenging, but the focus has remained on kingdom growth and reaching people for Christ. 

“God loves diversity,” Rev. Culbreth said. “He made everyone different, and as people of God we 

should appreciate diversity.” 

The church’s appreciation for and focus on a diverse group of worshipers was evident during its 

consecration and dedication service. Nearly 200 people gathered in the former Cokesbury UMC 

sanctuary, which recently underwent a nearly $500,000 renovation. In the same pew sat youth, adults, 

seniors, African-American, Asians, and Caucasians.  



 
 

It was a picture of the kingdom of God right there on the corner of DeRenne Ave. and Skidaway Road, 

church leaders say.  

They’re not striving for diversity just for diversity’s sake, though. The church’s mission is to connect the 

disconnected with Jesus Christ, to rebuild lives, and rebuild the city. That can only be done together, 

unified. 

People of all ages and ethnicities serve in leadership and are involved in worship services. Beloved 

hymns and modern praise songs were interspersed throughout Sunday morning’s service, and this month 

Rev. Culbreth will preach a sermon series on building bridges. He will highlight scriptures that focus on 

how Jesus broke down barriers and will remind the congregation that Jesus brought people together and 

destroyed barriers that kept people apart. 

Bishop R. Lawson Bryan, South Georgia’s episcopal leader, took part in the special service and 

preached a message focused on unity in Jesus Christ.   

“This is a great day to be together,” he said before reading from Ephesians chapter 1, verses 9 and 10. 

“The Church exists to be together … with all kinds of people. And worship is where transformation and 

unity happens. It’s where dividing walls come down.” 

Bishop Bryan encouraged the congregation to connect with neighbors, to say hello to one another, and to 

bring peace into the world. 

“It’s a great thing when we stop watching the news and start making the news,” he said. “You are the 

news in Savannah, Georgia.” 

As the Savannah State University Wesleyan Gospel Choir presented a rousing a cappella song of praise, 

Bishop Bryan and Rev. Culbreth gave the congregation an opportunity to sign covenant cards to become 

charter members of ConneXion Church. 

“This is what we needed to do,” said Craig Hughes, a former member of Cokesbury UMC and now a 

charter member of ConneXion Church, of the merger and new church start. “I’ve come to know and 

love these people, and I see us doing great things.” 

 

Two South Georgia UM churches top growing church list 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Two South Georgia United Methodist congregations top a well-respected list of growing churches. 

Harvest Church, a United Methodist congregation in Byron, and The Chapel, a United Methodist 

congregation in Brunswick, have been ranked number one and number two, respectively, on a list of top 



 
 

10 United Methodist churches with the highest annual growth over a 10-year period. The Chapel was 

also recently ranked number 12 on a list of top 25 fastest growing large United Methodist churches. 

What does this mean for them, the Conference, and for local churches in South Georgia? 

Amid church decline, talk of “nones,” and rising secularism it means that there is hope and growth 

happening. 

“I think that the growth of The Chapel and Harvest reminds us that around the South Georgia 

Conference we have lots of churches that are paying attention to what makes for growth spiritually as 

well as numerically,” said Bishop R. Lawson Bryan, resident bishop of the South Georgia Conference. 

“Our conference is alive with people who are sharing ideas, who are being creative, and who are 

partnering with each other and other churches to explore best practices in church growth.”  

The list is author Len Wilson’s annual “Top 25 Fastest Growing Large United Methodist Churches,” 

which is published each January. 

The Chapel has grown 55 percent in the past five years. What began in 2004 with seven people in Rev. 

Jay Hanson’s basement has grown into a multi-campus congregation that now averages more than 1,100 

each week in worship. 

“It’s amazing, it’s astonishing,” said Rev. Hanson, who was thrilled to learn that two South Georgia UM 

congregations made the list of churches with highest annual growth over 10 years. “It’s not a flash in the 

pan. It’s sustained growth.” 

He was hesitant to generalize, however, about what a growing church looks like, but he does find it 

interesting that both The Chapel and Harvest are exclusively contemporary in worship style. 

“They have also both found a balance of gracious acceptance and love of all while maintaining a strong 

biblical teaching,” said Rev. Hanson, who also serves as the South Georgia Conference’s director of 

Congregational Development.  

Harvest Church, a United Methodist congregation in Byron, has grown 21 percent in the past five years. 

Its four services average nearly 2,600 in worship each week. 

“The Chapel and Harvest are proving that there is the possibility of continued growth,” said Dr. Wayne 

Moseley, superintendent of the Coastal District. “It’s a message for all of our churches that we have to 

find ways to communicate the gospel clearly to all ages. They have found methods and means whereby 

people who otherwise may not be reached … are being reached. They are models for us to learn and 

grow from.” 

A few of the things The Chapel is doing that other churches can adapt for their own settings include: 

being contextually relevant, constantly asking why, measuring progress, and learning from others.  

http://lenwilson.us/top-25-fastest-growing-large-umc-2017/


 
 

Never satisfied, church leaders always ask, “why” and constantly try to improve, whether it be from 

worship service to worship service or year to year. They also measure progress based on changed lives. 

While Rev. Hanson is happy to be ranked, what really thrills him is that the congregation is reaching out 

and impacting its Glynn County community. Each church in South Georgia has the potential to impact 

its own area by being relevant in its context. 

“I’m really more excited about the fact that we have done such a good job of reaching people in our 

community,” he said. “You may not be the biggest church, you may not be the fastest growing, but if 

you’re reaching your community, that’s what matters. And that’s what every church can do.” 

Bishop Bryan agrees, and reminds local church leaders that MissionInsite is available to help them better 

know and reach their communities. 

“(The Chapel and Harvest Church) pay careful attention to their own areas. They know where they are, 

what is around them, and who lives there. They go out of their way to understand the needs of people 

and how to address them, and they program for it,” he said. “I think any church could look at that and 

ask how they can pay attention to where they are, where they’re located, and who lives around them.” 

 

Be agents of unity and healing 

FROM THE BISHOP 

R. LAWSON BRYAN 

To the South Georgia Conference: 

Thanks to all who have given so graciously – financially, prayerfully, and in service – in response to the 

tornadoes that struck parts of our conference Jan. 2 and Jan. 21-22. The need continues; to contribute to 

this special appeal please send to the conference fiscal office and designate for Advance Special #6796. 

To read about how our Conference has responded to these winter storms, click here. 

As we continue to address the needs of our own conference, we are also aware of the larger conversation 

going on in our nation with respect to immigration and national security.  

The recent executive order issued by President Trump – followed by the temporary block of the order – 

has heightened the already intense feelings held by those on various sides of these issues. In such a 

highly charged environment it is very easy to feel like we are getting more heat than light. And that is 

why, in times like these, I find myself returning to the Social Principles of The United Methodist Church 

for guidance that is more insightful rather than inflammatory. 

Found in the Book of Discipline, the Social Principles are a prayerful and thoughtful effort on the part of 

the General Conference to speak to the issues of our day from a sound Biblical and theological 

http://www.sgaumc.org/missioninsite1
http://www.sgaumc.org/disasterresponse
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/social-principles-social-creed
https://www.cokesbury.com/forms/DynamicContent.aspx?id=87&pageid=920


 
 

foundation within the Wesleyan tradition. Whenever we are wrestling with one of life’s complex issues I 

encourage us to study the Social Principles as a resource for our prayerful consideration. 

With respect to immigration and national security, I am reflecting on paragraphs 164 and 165 (The 

Political Community and The World Community, respectively). The United Methodist Church affirms 

the worth, dignity, and inherent value and rights of all persons regardless of their nationality or legal 

status. United Methodist churches build bridges with migrants in their local communities by providing 

language classes and by inclusion in church activities. Many refugees have joined United Methodist 

churches in response to the love of Christ demonstrated by these churches. Our mission agencies are 

ministering to millions of immigrants around the world. We rejoice as the words of the Bible become 

flesh in the lives of our church members.  

Recently I have been blessed to be with members of our Hispanic congregations and I know of their 

concerns related to the immigration issue as a whole. I am also aware of unkind comments some of our 

Hispanic brothers and sisters have had to face in the last several weeks. We have a long history of 

ministry with our Hispanic neighbors and we hope those relationships will bring comfort and strength in 

the face of any worries or fears. 

When it comes to national security, the Social Principles affirm our duty to abide by laws adopted by 

orderly and just process of government. And while individuals have a right to disagree, “We do not 

encourage or condone any form of violent protest as a legitimate exercise of free speech or civil 

disobedience.” We acknowledge the vital function of government in the ordering of society. Prayer is 

offered for those in rightful authority who serve the public, and we support their efforts to afford justice 

and equal opportunity to all people. We support and encourage comprehensive immigration reform that 

enables us to welcome those who want to live in freedom while protecting citizens and immigrants from 

those who would do us harm.  

I hope the brief description found in the previous paragraphs gives a sense of how our Social Principles 

can provide balance for our thinking and our actions in anxious times. My experience has been that 

United Methodists long to be agents of unity and healing who can help our communities and our nation 

maintain stability and respect while wrestling with tough issues. To that end I continue encouraging us 

to read John Wesley’s sermon, “A Catholic Spirit.”  

The Office of Connectional Ministries can provide links to additional resources from several church 

agencies and also a link to the executive order itself.  

Let us use this current issue to make a contribution to the public conversation that is uniquely Wesleyan. 

Alive Together in Christ, 

R. Lawson Bryan 

 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/political-community
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/the-world-community
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/political-community
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/political-community
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/the-world-community
http://wesley.nnu.edu/john-wesley/the-sermons-of-john-wesley-1872-edition/sermon-39-catholic-spirit/


 
 

Praying for Five: Forging Eternal Friendships Through Daily Prayer 

LEADERSHIP REALLY MATTERS 

ANNE BOSARGE 

REV. JAY HANSON 

There are certain times when something happens that words are inadequate to describe. We know it was 

special … in fact, everyone in the room senses it, but none can fully articulate what happened. We say 

things like: “The magic happened,” “The room lifted and the Spirit fell,” or “It was palatable.” “You 

could feel the energy shift and the momentum build,” we might say.  

When you have experienced it and try to describe it, you begin to more fully appreciate phrases like “a 

violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house” or “tongues of fire separated and rested on 

them.” When we wander into the will of God and His breath fills our souls we know it, but just can’t 

fully explain it.  

Something similar happened in the early 80s when a group of United Methodists from the Southeastern 

Jurisdiction gathered at Lake Junaluska. The Spirit blew, the magic happened, and the people caught a 

vision: a huge glorious vision of a million Methodists praying. Out of those gatherings, G. Ross 

Freeman from South Georgia edited a book of daily devotions called, “40 Days of Prayer for 5 Friends,” 

designed to be a practical tool for that vision to become a reality. 

This year, God has blown a fresh breath into a similar endeavor through the efforts of 40 lay leaders and 

clergy across our conference who have shared their wisdom and insights in a new 40-day devotional 

called, “Praying for Five: Forging Eternal Friendships Through Daily Prayer.” This booklet is a practical 

tool that provides a pathway to enable us to pray for our friends to come to know and follow Jesus.  

The booklet is comprised of two sections. The first is a brief “How To” section that provides practical 

advice: Find Five Friends, Pray for Your Friends, Have Meaningful Conversations with Your Friends, 

Tell Your Story to Your Friends, Invite Your Friends to Come Hear The Story. The main section of the 

book is 40 one-page daily devotions divided into eight subsections that focus our daily prayer time and 

help us be intentional in praying for our five friends.  

Imagine the power of God that would be released across our conference if every one of our churches and 

church attenders were actively praying for five of their friends to come to know Christ this Lent! This is 

an awesome time for our connectional churches to walk in a spirit of unity as we flood Heaven with 

prayers for our friends who don’t yet know Christ as their personal Savior. Will you join us on the 

journey?  

The cost of each booklets is just $1 and can be purchased from your District Superintendent either 

individually or in bulk. Buy one for each person in your congregation and distribute them the first 

Sunday of Lent, consider setting out a donation box with a suggested amount to help cover the cost, or 



 
 

ask someone to sponsor the purchase of booklets for everyone in your congregation. What an awesome 

opportunity for all of our churches to be united and working toward expanding the Kingdom this Lent!  

Jay Hanson, Lead Pastor, and Anne Bosarge, Director of Discipleship, serve at The Chapel in 

Brunswick. They love sharing about the ways God is moving in their church. Contact them at 

jay@thechapelbrunswick.com and anne@thechapelbrunswick.com for more information.  

 

Some strange characters John Wesley met 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 

DAVE HANSON 

A man confronted John Wesley and urged him not to leave the Church of England. John assured him 

that he had no intention of leaving the Church of England. The man replied, “Then you should always 

read prayers because praying extempore is the same thing as leaving the Church!” 

The man went on to explain, “You cannot do two things at the same time. Therefore; if you think and 

pray you are doing two things at the same time. And that cannot be done!” 

Wesley replied, “Is not reading and praying also doing two things at the same time?”  

 

New Birth Brings Freedom 

Winter Quarter: Creation – A Divine Cycle 

Unit 3: The Birthing of a New Community 

Sunday school lesson for the week of February 12, 2017  

By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 

Lesson scripture: Galatians 4:8-20 

Background Scripture: Galatians 4 

Once again Paul is in pain like unto childbirth with the churches of Galatia. His language can be heard 

as harsh criticism, however, in verse 19 the tone is one of a loving parent to a wayward child: “My little 

children, I am going through labor pains for you until Christ is formed in you.” The sting of criticism is 

removed with the loving words needed in the family of Christ – then and now! 

The major issue for Paul is the substitution of religious practices for a living faith. The specifics are the 

Jewish legalists are insisting the new Gentile Christians adhere strictly to the tenets of the Mosaic Law. 

For Paul, this leads to a return to a slavery from which Christ has liberated them. In the later verses of 

mailto:jay@thechapelbrunswick.com
mailto:anne@thechapelbrunswick.com


 
 

Chapter 4 (not included in the lesson scripture), he refers to Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, Isaac and Ishmael 

as a paradigm of free and slave, insisting the promise is for the free, not the slave! 

Christ has set them free. One of the remarkable testimonies to this liberation is Paul himself. He has 

totally identified with the Gentile converts in his lifestyle, as well as his preaching. He practices what he 

preaches! This example is set by the orthodox Jewish Pharisee who zealously persecuted Christians until 

meeting Christ on his journey to Damascus.  

Let’s look more closely at what the text says about such spiritual slavery. Context is always important, 

and Paul was writing to people living in a Roman pagan world where life was dominated by Roman law, 

Roman business, Roman festivals, and Roman religious observances. These Gentile Christians were 

catching criticism from two sides – their Roman Gentile neighbors and their Jewish Christian sisters and 

brothers in the Church. 

Paul had received love and care from the Galatian people during an unknown illness, which he later 

would call “my thorn in the flesh.” That encounter enabled him to present Christ to them as if he were 

“an angel of God.” Receiving this message freed them from bondage to the many gods of the Greek-

Roman pantheon.  

Paul declares in their conversion “they had come to know God.” A most important parenthetical 

comment is made when he injects: “rather, they had come to be known by God.” We United Methodists 

understand God’s grace in three powerful dimensions – prevenient, saving, and sanctifying. Prevenient 

grace focuses on how God pursues us from birth and woos us to Him. Salvation is not something we do! 

It is totally the action of God. 

If anyone wants scripture relating to the on-going argument of “Once saved – always saved,” here is a 

good one! Paul asks “How can you turn back again to the weak and worthless world system?” 

Elsewhere Paul identifies these world systems as “principalities and powers.” In other words, they are 

being seduced to revert to their life before Christ. 

The Galatians are being seduced by the two-edged sword of the culture in which they live and their 

Jewish brothers saying they can’t be real Christians without observing the Jewish law in full. Have you 

ever heard anyone declare, “You can’t be a Christian unless . . . .?” Fill in the blanks! 

The culture’s seductive influence is still with us, and there are many Christian voices declaring there is 

only one right way. From types of worship, to political positions, to theological doctrines, to lifestyles, 

and many more – there are voices saying, “You can’t be a real Christian if you don’t do it our way.” 

Obviously, Christians will always disagree over many major and minor issues. We are all different. We 

have all been reared in different environments of family, region, and nation. We come from different 

ethnicities, genders, financial resources, and educational background. Even identical twins have 

differences! We have seen them in our own family! Differences are an integral part of our humanity – 

and we say “Viva la difference!” 



 
 

In verse 17 of today’s scripture, Paul refers to the actions of those who would divide the Christian 

community as “shutting out” the believers who don’t conform to the standard set. Anytime a group or an 

individual excludes or “shuts out” they are playing the role reserved for God alone. The God revealed in 

Jesus Christ is pure unconditional, unrestricted, and universal love. Any changes in the human condition 

are God’s work, the God Who created each and every one of us. The changes may take time – a long 

time – as in the case of Paul himself. The human tendency to have only those around who look like us, 

who act like us, and who believe like us is part of the original sin of pride – our attempt to be like God! 

The Lesson Annual gives an example of the very beloved and effective Youth Minister who was fired 

from the church for organizing a softball game on a Sunday afternoon. An unhealthy religiosity can 

leave damaging impressions on untold numbers of people. How would history have been different if the 

Anglican Church in South Africa had accepted Mahatma Gandhi in worship? 

In Macon in Sam’s time as a pastor, a Baptist church near the Mercer campus refused admittance to an 

African student who had come to Mercer as a result of Baptist missionary work.  

Where today is this work of exclusion continuing its deadly work in the life of the Church? Our beloved 

United Methodist Church is being pulled into camps over serious issues, but we submit the universal, 

unrestricted, and unconditional love of Christ must transcend even the hardest of issues.  

Paul says it best in Romans 8: 38-39: “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons, neither the present nor the future, neither principalities nor powers, neither height nor depth, 

nor anything else in all of creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Jesus 

Christ our Lord.”  

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  

 

Freedom in Christ 

Winter Quarter: Creation – A Divine Cycle 

Unit 3: The Birthing of a New Community 

Sunday school lesson for the week of February 19, 2017  

By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 

Lesson scripture: Galatians 5: 1-17 

The first verse of today’s scripture is truly the theme of the Book of Galatians. A good question to ask 

is: What constitutes the “bottom line” in Christ? Don’t answer quickly – ponder deeply and long! Is it 

formulas of creed or scriptural authority? Is it moral or ethical behaviors? Is it found in spiritual 

disciplines, or liturgical practices, or communal allegiances? In other words, as John Indermark writes in 

the Lesson Annual, what counts most for you as a reliable indicator of a life grounded in Christ? 

mailto:sgr3@cox.net


 
 

Today’s lesson, and truly all of these from Galatians, hinges on that question. We have already learned a 

group of Jewish-Christians was creating a major disturbance in the new-born churches of Galatia by 

insisting all male believers be circumcised. Circumcision was their “bottom line!” 

For Paul, his “bottom line” was the grace of God shown in Jesus Christ. Grace is a divine gift, totally 

unmerited and unearned by any human action. To require any specific action or behavior would be to 

deny the gift, and denying the gift made the life and work of Jesus meaningless. In fact, Paul uses the 

same word in verse two that he uses in I Corinthians 13 when he is describing all actions made without 

love as worthless and meaningless. 

To require circumcision, Paul explicitly argues, would mean the Galatians must observe all of the 

Jewish Law. (See Deuteronomy 27:26) His counter argument is “being circumcised or not being 

circumcised doesn’t matter in Christ Jesus, but faith working through love does matter.” (vs.6) (Italics 

ours.) 

The faith vs. works paradigm has been carried to extremes, with the obliteration of works playing any 

role in the Christian life. Paul’s assertion, quoted above, clearly means our faith is expressed in works 

motivated by love. Some translations of this passage say exactly that – “faith energizes love.” (CEB) 

In verse 4, Paul once again speaks of “falling from grace.” The result of that fall is to become spiritual 

slaves again! His use of the metaphor of a yoke in verse 1 is profound. A yoke was to harness draft 

animals for work, and the image of Christians bonded to the yoke of legal slavery is very different from 

the yoke offered by Jesus in Matthew 11:29-30: “Take my yoke upon you and learn of me … for my 

yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  

Another powerful use of words is in this same verse 4, where Paul states if they give in to the argument 

of the necessity of circumcision for salvation, they will be “cut off” from Christ. The physical surgery of 

circumcision embodies a more serious spiritual surgery – being “cut off” from Jesus! 

Another argument of Paul’s opposition is: to remove the constraints of the Law would lead to “an 

anything goes” life-style. The question of the meaning of freedom now comes to the fore. There is a 

“freedom from” and a “freedom for.” When we were growing up in the 1940s there was a popular song: 

“Don’t Fence Me In.” We Americans are quick to latch onto “the freedom from” side of this dualism, 

but to talk about “being freed for” moves us in the direction of responsibilities and opportunities made 

possible by freedom. The dismantling of the segregation laws in the South is a case in point. Some chose 

being “freed from” and others chose “being freed for.” 

Those of the circumcision party were stripping the Galatian Christians of their freedom to live Spirit-led 

lives by placing them under obligation to keep the Law. A Spirit-led life is not merely freedom from the 

Law, but a freedom for a Christ-like life of unconditional love. In fact, Paul declares we are really 

fulfilling the purpose of the Law when “we love our neighbors as ourselves” (verse 14). 



 
 

The key verse is 13. Read it carefully! “For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do 

not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one 

another.” (NRSV) Now we have a slavery of love – and in loving this way, we are fulfilling why God 

gave the Law in the first place. 

Of course, this life-style goes against the grain of our human nature – Paul’s point! We have been gifted 

with the freedom to have a new nature implanted within us. Paul’s paradigm of “flesh” and “Spirit” 

become the ultimate choice of the freedom Christ gives. The word translated “self-indulgence” in the 

memory verse is the word often translated “flesh” elsewhere. Flesh is more than physical hungers and 

desires. For Paul, the word encompasses the whole of human nature – self-centered, self-reliant, and 

focused only on the immediacy of life now, with little or no awareness of consequences on others or the 

future. 

All sin began this way! From Adam and Eve to us, we are born for self-preservation and gratification. 

As physical, earthy creatures, we have legitimate needs which must be met. The problem comes in our 

relationship to the Creator, when those needs dominate our life – and they will dominate until a new 

creation is put in place. 

For Paul, this transformation occurs when we accept Christ’s gift of grace in His life, death and 

resurrection. This acceptance of the gift opens the door to another incarnation – the incarnation of the 

Holy Spirit living and dwelling both with us and within us. Jesus promised this gift to His disciples, and 

all subsequent disciples, in the Upper Room. (John 14:15ff) 

We can live by our “selfish impulses” (flesh) or by the Spirit – we are free to choose! The divine goal is 

to free us for the service of others through love. To be empowered for a self-sacrificing love is a 

miraculous work of God in us by the Spirit. Paul has trumped the false teachers. They were attempting 

to seduce the Galatians to live under the Law. Paul declared in Christ, not only are Christians freed from 

the requirements of the Law, but they are freed for living is such a way they actually fulfill the Law. 

God is good – all the time – what a mighty God we serve!  

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 2/6/2017 edition 

Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training – Feb. 11 

An ERT and Chainsaw Training will be held Saturday, Feb. 11 at Vienna UMC. The ERT training time 

is from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. and the chainsaw training time is from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. Click here to 

register. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate 

aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, participants will 

receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive an UMCOR ID Badge 

and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. Please provide proof of 

mailto:sgr3@cox.net
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingVienna
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingVienna


 
 

background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the 

cost.  *Chainsaw training requirements: complete and pass ERT training offered in the morning or hold 

current ERT badge. Cost for chainsaw training only is $12. If taken following the ERT class in the 

morning $6. The cost includes your textbook and badge. This chainsaw training will be demonstration 

and lecture style. There must be six participants for a chainsaw course to make. To schedule an ERT 

training/chainsaw training, please contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com.  

Andrew College Sunday – Feb. 12 

Founded in January 1854, Andrew College has continuously provided an academically challenging 

liberal arts education within a nurturing community for more than 160 years. A member of the South 

Georgia Conference, Andrew strives to inspire academic and spiritual growth across its historic 40-acre 

campus. The qualified faculty and caring staff engage with students in an intimate setting to encourage a 

lifelong love of learning and a strong sense of civic leadership. Students are regularly invited to 

strengthen their Christian discipleship through weekly chapel services and participation in a myriad of 

religious offerings. Andrew Sunday seeks to gain support for the College and identify prospective 

students. To learn more about Andrew College – a United-Methodist affiliated institution in Cuthbert, 

Georgia – visit www.andrewcollege.edu.  

Harper Chapel UMC's annual Black History Celebration - Feb. 12 

The community is invited to attend Harper Chapel UMC's annual Black History Celebration, Feb. 12, at 

11 a.m. This year’s theme is “Don’t Lose Hope," and Rev. Ken Nelson, a native of Beaufort, S.C. and 

an Elder in Full Connection in the South Carolina Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church, 

will be the speaker. For more information, contact the church at (912) 367-6247 or 

HarperChapelpastor@gmail.com.  

SBC21 Celebration of Leadership Development Conference – Feb. 18 

An SBC21 Celebration of Leadership Development Conference will be held Saturday, Feb. 18, 2017, 

from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. at the Hampton Inn and Suites in Dublin. Registration will begin at 9:30 a.m. 

This event is being sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. For more information or if you 

have questions, contact Rev. Earnestine Campbell at earnestine@sgaumc.com. Click here to register. 

Volunteers in Mission Awareness Sunday – Feb. 19 

United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) exists to promote, encourage, and enable Christians 

to exemplify “Christian Love In Action” through short-term mission service in the United States and 

abroad. UMVIM provides opportunities for service by developing and nurturing relationships with 

domestic and international leaders. They continually nurture their contacts with these leaders to respond 

to the needs of local communities and to provide comprehensive project information. You can help 

support the work of UMVIM in the South Georgia Conference by giving an offering to support this vital 

ministry on this special Sunday./ 

Sexual Ethics Workshop at Epworth By The Sea – Feb. 23 

The Thursday, Feb. 23 Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. in the Nalls 
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Building at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics 

policy, this workshop is required every three years for any person serving under appointment by the 

bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). The cost is $35, which 

includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to the South Georgia Conference. 

Click here to register for the February 23 workshop. For questions, email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. 

Please note that spouses and lay employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to 

attend the workshop. 

Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training – Feb. 25 

An ERT and Chainsaw Training will be held Saturday, Feb. 25 at Gray UMC. The ERT training time is 

from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. and the chainsaw training time is from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. Click here to register. 

Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate aftermath 

of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, participants will receive an 

ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-shirt. 

Background checks are required before receiving badges. Please provide proof of background check. 

Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the cost.  *Chainsaw 

training requirements: complete and pass ERT training offered in the morning or hold current ERT 

badge. Cost for chainsaw training only is $12. If taken following the ERT class in the morning $6. The 

cost includes your textbook and badge. This chainsaw training will be demonstration and lecture style. 

There must be six participants for a chainsaw course to make. To schedule an ERT training/chainsaw 

training, please contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com.  

Kingdom Builders Promotion Sunday – Feb. 26 

Kingdom Builders help support new church development and the ministries of Congregational 

Development. Click here for more information and to download a support form. 

Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat – March 3-5 

Designed for students in the fifth grade and above, the “Join the Journey” Confirmation Retreat will 

provide churches of all sizes an opportunity to connect with others through worship, study, and 

fellowship.  The event will also include large group gatherings around the church seasons and breakout 

sessions with topics of grace, United Methodist History and United Methodist lingo as well as Holy 

Clubs throughout the weekend. Not meant to be the only confirmation youth go through, the 

Confirmation Retreat should be complimentary to what a church is or will be doing. For more 

information, visit www.sgaumc.org/confirmation or contact Event Coordinator Suzanne Akins at 

suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626. Click here to register your church group. 

Open Door 5k – March 4 

The 2017 Open Door Classic Walk and 5k Run is a fundraising event benefiting Open Door Community 

House in Columbus, Georgia. Set for Saturday, March 4, 5k registration begins at 7:30 a.m. with the 

race starts at 9 a.m. Registration for the walk begins at 8:30 a.m. and the walk starts at 9:30 a.m. The 

event supports Open Door's programs of ministry including Circles in Columbus, Matthews Promise 

Academy, The Open Door Institute, the Virginia D. Jackson Home for Women, and much more. For 
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questions, call 706-323-5518. For more information and to register, visit joinus.odch.org. 

Click here to view a brochure. 

2017 Clergy Spouse Retreat – March 17-19 

How-dee Pardners! Gitty up to Epworth By The Sea March 17-19 and gather with clergy spouses from 

South Georgia. This rootin’-tootin’ retreat will be filled with fun, faith, and laughter as we circle our 

wagons with Jesus as our Sheriff and Joanna Underwood and Sunshine Bird as our Faithful Trail 

Bosses! Click here for more information. 

Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training – March 18 

An ERT and Chainsaw Training will be held Saturday, March 18 at Centerville UMC. The ERT training 

time is from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. and the chainsaw training time is from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. Click here to 

register. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate 

aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, participants will 

receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive an UMCOR ID Badge 

and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. Please provide proof of 

background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the 

cost.  *Chainsaw training requirements: complete and pass ERT training offered in the morning or hold 

current ERT badge. Cost for chainsaw training only is $12. If taken following the ERT class in the 

morning $6. The cost includes your textbook and badge. This chainsaw training will be demonstration 

and lecture style. There must be six participants for a chainsaw course to make. To schedule an ERT 

training/chainsaw training, please contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com.  

UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat – March 24-26 

The United Methodist Women of the South Georgia Conference will host their annual Spiritual Growth 

Retreat March 24-26  at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. The retreat leader will be Rev. Nita 

Crump, and Ivy Kratzer will serve as the Teen Women's Retreat Leader. Susan Beverly will be the 

praise and worship leader. Click here for more information.  

Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training – March 25 

An ERT and Chainsaw Training will be held Saturday, March 25 at Porterfield UMC in Albany. The 

ERT training time is from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. and the chainsaw training time is from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. 

Click here to register. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to respond in 

the immediate aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, 

participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive an 

UMCOR ID Badge and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. Please 

provide proof of background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is also 

included in the cost.  *Chainsaw training requirements: complete and pass ERT training offered in the 

morning or hold current ERT badge. Cost for chainsaw training only is $12. If taken following the ERT 

class in the morning $6. The cost includes your textbook and badge. This chainsaw training will be 

demonstration and lecture style. There must be six participants for a chainsaw course to make. To 

schedule an ERT training/chainsaw training, please contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com.  
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One Great Hour of Sharing – March 26 

One Great Hour Of Sharing (fourth Sunday in Lent) enables the United Methodist Committee on 

Relief to reach out through worldwide ministries of food, shelter, health and peace. A special offering is 

taken on this day to support humanitarian aid through the United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR). You can be assured that when catastrophes cause suffering, your church, impelled by Jesus’ 

love and compassion, will be in the lead to ease the pain. Gifts to the One Great Hour of Sharing 

offering underwrite UMCOR’s “costs of doing business.” That helps them keep their promise that 100 

percent of every other gift you make to a specific UMCOR project can be spent on that project - not on 

home office costs. To learn more about UMCOR or to order resources to promote the offering, 

visit www.umcor.org or call 888-346-3862. Click here for resources to help promote this offering in 

your local church. 

Save the date for #millennial: opening our doors – May 4-6 

The Southwest District of the South Georgia Conference and Next Step Ministry will sponsor a 

conference at Veterans Memorial State Park in Cordele, Ga., for clergy and laity May 4-6, 2017. The 

purpose will be to aid churches in attracting and engaging young people in our congregations. For more 

information visit the event website at www.swdistrictumc.org.  

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays - February  

 

2/01 – Rodney Body: 1205 North Palm Dr.; Plant City, FL 33563 

2/03 – Eugene Barlow: 605 Victoria Circle; Warner Robins, GA 31088 

2/03 – David Barton: PO Box 497; Talbotton, GA 31827 

2/03 – Wesley Jones, Jr.: 122 Woodland Terrace; Moulton, AL 35650 

2/04 – John Bagwell: 5300 Zebulon Rd., Apt. 2226; Macon, GA 31210 

2/04 – Bob Dixon: 1808 E. Washington St.; Thomasville, GA 31792  

2/06 – Robert Buckles: 5429 Sirius Dr.; Wilmington, NC 28405 

2/07 – George Anderson: 1298 Diamond Rd.; Dixon Mills, AL 36736 

2/07 – Bill Brown: 109 Woodlawn Dr.; Statesboro, GA 30458 

2/09 – John O’Connor: 116 Jeb Circle; Fitzgerald, GA 31750 

2/10 – Paul Best: PO Box 747; Social Circle, GA 30025 

2/10 – Bill Reincheld: PO Box 13131; Jekyll Island, GA 31527  

2/10 – Tommy Veal: 340 Pine Hill Rd.; Dublin, GA 31021 

2/11 – Robert Poston: 105 Hawk Hammock Dr.; Springfield, GA 31329 

2/12 – Robert Bean: 326 Wildsmith Dr.; Brunswick, GA 31525 

2/14 – Jim Jensen: 4323 15th St.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 

2/19 – Don Proctor: 106 Ingham St.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 

2/20 – C.G. Haugabook, Jr.: 215 Walters St.; Plains, GA 31780 

2/20 – David Hudson: PO Box 521; Portal, GA 30450 
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2/20 – Lee Pulliam: 16702 Ollifftown; Metter, GA 30439 

2/21 – Jim Duvall: 9108 Brighton Place; Savannah, GA 31406 

2/22 – Wayne DeFore: 107 Chestnut St.; Bloomingdale, GA 31302 

2/24 – Tommy McCook, Jr.: 93 Edgewater Dr.; Midway, GA 31320 

2/24 – Marcelle Myers: 944 Kingsbay Rd., Suite A; St. Marys, GA 31558 

2/25 – Wesley Jones: 5942 Plantation Villa Dr. N.; Macon, GA 31210 

2/27 – Ed Cadle: 163 Robin Rd.; Guyton, GA 31312 

2/27 – Jim Osborn: 310 Slash Pine Dr.; Broxton, GA 31519  

2/27 – Donald Sparks: PO Box 407; Portal, GA 30450 

 

Scripture Readings – February 6 

February 12 

Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Psalm 119:1-8 (UMH 840-841) 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

Matthew 5:21-37 

February 19 

Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 

Psalm 119:33:40 (UMH 841-842) 

1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 

Matthew 5:38-48 

February 26 

Transfiguration of the Lord 
Exodus 24:12-18 

Psalm 99 (UMH 819) 

2 Peter 1:16-21 

Matthew 17:1-9 


