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Centenary UMC’s Roving Listeners listen, learn, love 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

In the Internet age with smart phones and social media, we’re more connected now than ever. So why do 

we feel so disconnected?  

Since 2012, Centenary United Methodist Church has worked in its Macon neighborhood to connect 

neighbors to one another and to promote a greater sense of community through its Roving Listener 

program. 

A group of youth and adults who listens and asks questions, Roving Listeners seek to learn people’s 

gifts, hear what people want to see happen in their communities, and give them a voice. 

“In the United States in 2017, we have the ability to live in a culture of isolation,” said Rev. Stacey 

Harwell-Dye, who formerly served as Centenary UMC’s minister of community building before 

relocating to the Savannah area. “We could choose to go all day without talking to any of our 

neighbors.” 

The Roving Listener program, she said, is designed to build community, increase interconnectedness, 

and foster a sense of unity within the neighborhood. Each summer for the past five years, teams of 

Roving Listeners are hired to blanket the neighborhoods, knock on doors, and talk to residents. 

Four Roving Listeners – two youth and two adults – are grouped together for the summer and, through 

the program’s guided questions and their conversations, learn about the community, its needs, and the 

residents.  

Centenary UMC and the Roving Listeners have partnered with the Georgia Council on Developmental 

Disabilities, and the Listeners include those with and without developmental disabilities. 

Laura Sugg is a Centenary UMC member, a teacher, and, in the summer, a Roving Listener. Several of 

her students have participated in the program, and Sugg sees its benefit to them and the community.  



 
 

“(It) connects people who might not otherwise be connected,” she said. “It also fosters connections with 

people who have learning disabilities.” 

The program has benefitted the students as well as the community, she said, noting that two of her 

students and Roving Listening team members are autistic. Participating in the Roving Listeners program 

has given them opportunities to practice social skills and has grown their confidence and ability to form 

relationships with others. 

The Roving Listeners don’t just listen, leave, and forget. After their sessions, Listeners take the 

information from their interviews, compile it, and make connections among residents based on needs, 

skills, interests, and similarities. 

It gives people a voice, a platform, a direction, Sugg said, and helps them understand that everyone has a 

gift. 

For example, one man wanted his neighborhood cleaned up, and during the interview talked about his 

passions, gifts, and what he wants for his community. He’s now organizing a community clean-up day.  

“The more you talk to people the more you start to connect,” Sugg said. “Roving Listeners are 

connecting with people and are connecting the community with each other.” 

Rev. Harwell-Dye, who now serves as Minister of Community Building at Savannah’s Trinity United 

Methodist Church, visited Broadway United Methodist Church in Indianapolis, Ind. to meet and learn 

from DeArmon Harges, the original “Roving Listener.” 

She took the idea to Macon and, in its five years, the program has expanded beyond its original 

neighborhood to include broader stretches of the city, including College Hill and East Macon. She also 

introduced the concept to church leaders at a General Board of Global Ministries’ (GBGM) training 

event, through their Center for Mission Innovation (CMI). 

While many Roving Listeners are members or regular attenders of Centenary UMC, the program is not a 

tool for evangelism, Rev. Harwell-Dye said. It’s meant to build the community, to help foster a sense of 

belonging and pride, and to give people a voice. 

The congregation supports the program because they care and because they want to strengthen Macon. 

“Centenary cares about this community,” Rev. Harwell-Dye said. “They are about the city. Isaiah 58 

talks about being repairers of the breach. Centenary feels like they are there to repair … and this is one 

way to do that. Centenary is committed to this neighborhood and is committed to seeing it thrive.” 

A few neighbors were initially apprehensive about the project, not understanding that the Listeners were 

there just to have a conversation, but once they understood they were more than willing to invite them 

onto their porch or into their home.  



 
 

“I think, especially in our modern world, we are so connected but disconnected, and this takes it back to 

the roots of understanding how neighborhoods used to be when people knew each other and worked 

together,” Sugg said. “The Roving Listeners encourages this again, and I think that’s beneficial for all 

communities.” 

 

South Georgia pastors speak at Dominican Republic Methodist General Assembly  

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

The United Methodist Church is a Church of connections, relationships, and partnerships. 

So when presented with the opportunity to attend the Dominican Republic Methodist Church’s General 

Assembly – their version of an Annual Conference session – South Georgia Conference representatives 

quickly agreed and set the wheels in motion for a visit. 

Rev. Henry Bass, superintendent of the South Central District; Rev. Christy Bandy, pastor of Springhill 

United Methodist Church and Whigham United Methodist Church; and Rev. Sally Flowers, pastor of 

New Harvest United Methodist Church and Providence United Methodist Church, represented the 

Conference and traveled from South Georgia to Bani, Dominican Republic Jan. 26  through Jan. 28, 

2017.  

The Southwest and South Central Districts have partnered with the Dominican Republic Methodist 

Church and local pastor Rev. Pedro Kery Johnson in mission and ministry. A mission team from the 

Southwest District, led by Superintendent Dr. Nita Crump, traveled there last June and two trips are 

scheduled this year – one in April, led by Rev. Flowers, and one June 19 through June 26, led by Rev. 

Carl Barnhardt, pastor of The Pointe in Leesburg. The relationships extend even farther, though, going 

back more than 15 years when now-retired pastor Rev. George Herndon took teams to the country. 

The three South Georgia pastors spent three days in the Dominican Republic, preaching, speaking, 

strengthening relationships, and celebrating the Dominican Republic Methodist Church’s 95th 

anniversary. 

They also presented local pastors with 32 white robes, gifted from Nashville United Methodist Church. 

The Dominican pastors will wear the gently used choir robes on Sunday morning as they preach and 

worship. They’d never had robes before and received them appreciatively, Rev. Bass said. When Rev. 

Flowers travels back April 24 through May 1 she would like to take 25 more cuffed robes for those 

pastors who didn’t receive one. 

With a theme of “Hope,” Rev. Bass focused his Saturday evening preaching on Eph. 4:4-5. Rev. Bandy, 

who was on her fourth trip to the Dominican Republic, preached about reclaiming one’s identity and 

moving forward toward the future with hope.  



 
 

It’s important that we partner in ministry with brothers and sisters in the faith, Rev. Bandy said, and 

that’s why this trip was important. 

“Building trust, building faith, building a common thread in the Word and God and our linkage in Christ 

Jesus, it’s important that we partner together,” she said. “We can help each other in a true partnership.” 

The conference and districts’ support helps spread the gospel to more people and to more places, Rev. 

Bass said.  

“People are (spiritually) hungry and the gospel is growing,” he said. “John Wesley said, ‘The world is 

my parish,’ and that’s what we’re trying to do.” 

Does your congregation have gently used, cuffed, choir robes that it would be willing to give to pastors 

in the Dominican Republic? If so, contact Rev. Henry Bass at henry@sgaumc.com or (229) 242-7470. 

Interested in serving on the April 24-May 1 short-term mission trip to the Dominican Republic? Contact 

Rev. Sally Flowers at skf2@bellsouth.net for more information. Click here for more information about 

the Southwest District’s June 19-26 trip to Barahona, Dominican Republic. 

 

2017 Annual Conference Session: Overflow book, AC announcements & reminders 

The following is an email sent out by Bishop R. Lawson Bryan and Dr. Jay Harris, Conference 

Secretary, with updated details about the 2017 Annual Conference Session set for June 4-7 on Jekyll 

Island. 

From the Bishop 

Dear Lay and Clergy Members of the Annual Conference, Conference and Agency Leaders, 

I am excited about my first Annual Conference Session in South Georgia and look forward to us coming 

together to share all the ways we are Alive Together in Christ. 

Even before moving to the South Georgia Conference I heard of an inspiring moment at last year’s 

annual conference session. The delegates enthusiastically set a goal of increasing average worship 

attendance by 10 percent by 2018. How grateful I am to be part of an annual conference that can set 

such a goal! 

This year’s annual conference session is being intentionally designed to help us reach our goal of a 10 

percent increase in average worship attendance. When we gather at the Jekyll Island Convention Center 

June 4-7, we will be joined by Lovett H. Weems, co-author of the book “OVERFLOW: Increase 

Worship Attendance & Bear More Fruit.” Dr. Weems is Distinguished Professor of Church Leadership 

at Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C. His three teaching sessions will provide practical 

steps for planning, implementing, and evaluating worship that can produce greater fruitfulness. 

mailto:henry@sgaumc.com
mailto:skf2@bellsouth.net
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One of the ways I would like for us to prepare for Annual Conference is to order or download a copy of 

Dr. Weems’ book, “OVERFLOW: Increase Worship Attendance & Bear More Fruit.” The book is filled 

with practical help such as: paying attention to those you want to reach, paying attention to seasons and 

patterns, big days, prime seasons, and what to do about low attendance times. 

As you read the book I encourage you to think through a list of questions I have prepared. {Click here to 

view list.} 

Thank you for getting your own copy of “OVERFLOW” so we can continue moving toward our goal of 

a 10 percent increase in worship attendance. 

I look forward to seeing you in June! 

Alive Together in Christ, 

Lawson Bryan 

**Watch a personal invitation from Bishop Bryan to read the book “OVERFLOW.” 

From the Conference Secretary 

Dear friends, 

As you can see, lots of planning has already gone into this year’s Annual Conference session. Below are 

some additional details you will find helpful. More information can always be found on the conference 

website, www.sgaumc.org/annualconference. 

Please note that the Book of Recommendations and Reports will be available for clergy and lay members 

by May 1. This annual publication will be available for purchase through lulu.com as a professionally 

bound book, or may be downloaded as a PDF file for free from the conference website. An email 

notification will be sent to all clergy and lay members when the publication is ready. 

Also, if there has been a change in the lay member(s) representing your charge, please log in to your 

church dashboard, www.sgaumc.org/dashboard, and make the change in the "My Church's Leaders" 

section. Please share the change with your district office. 

Thank you. 

Dr. Jay Harris, Conference Secretary 

 

2017 Annual Conference Details 

Special Offering - South Georgia Conference Disaster Response 

The 2017 Annual Conference Special Offering will go to the South Georgia Conference Disaster 

https://www.cokesbury.com/forms/productdetail.aspx?pid=1189789
http://www.sgaumc.org/overflow
http://www.sgaumc.org/overflow
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Response fund to build our capacity to respond to disasters now and in the future. Every congregation is 

encouraged to collect an offering prior to Annual Conference. It will then be presented during the 

Opening Worship service. Materials to help you promote the special offering, including a bulletin insert 

and video, will be available soon at www.sgaumc.org/specialoffering. 

Tuesday Night Beach Party 

Come join the fun! On Tuesday evening, June 6, you are invited to a Beach Party at Great Dunes Beach 

from 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm. Great Dunes is adjacent to the Convention Center. There will be fellowship, 

food and games galore, with live music provided by saxophone extraordinaire and Brunswick native 

Michael Hulett. Hamburgers and hotdogs will be served to those who have pre-purchased a meal ticket. 

Meal tickets will be available at the information table upon arrival at Annual Conference. All are 

encouraged and welcome to attend. You don’t want to miss it! 

Mission Outreach Emphasis 

Agencies within the bounds of our Annual Conference are changing lives as they reflect the ways they 

are Alive Together in Christ. They are the hands and feet of Jesus Christ as they help to meet the most 

basic of needs. We are grateful for their work and want to show our gratitude. Each of the agencies 

listed below will have a collection box in the lobby. They have selected items that will help them in their 

day-to-day operation. So choose one or choose several, and let’s help fill up their boxes! 

 Magnolia Manor: Jigsaw/Word Search puzzles, hardback books, $10 Walmart gift cards, 

Kleenex 

 Methodist Home: Personal hygiene items (soap, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste) 

 Open Door: Travel size personal hygiene items and small journals 

 Vashti: Bath linens (towels & washcloths) 

 Wesley Community Centers: baby wipes, diapers/pull-ups (any size), latex-free gloves 

 Wesley Glen: Dove body wash, Aveeno or Eucerin lotions, adult wipes, regular size boxes of 

Kleenex packet/pocket size boxes of Kleenex 

Annual Conference Overview Webinar | Tuesday, May 2 at 7:00 p.m. 

The Annual Conference Session can be daunting for those attending for the very first time. What’s the 

Book of Recommendations and how do I use it? How do I prepare? Will I have to vote on anything? 

What do I need to report back to my local church? This webinar led by Dr. Jay Harris, Conference 

Secretary, will help you navigate the 2017 Annual Conference Session and assist you in making the 

most of your role as a delegate.  To register for the free webinar and to view documents that will be used 

during our Annual Conference Session, visit www.sgaumc.org/annualconference. 

Meeting Details & Logistics 

http://www.sgaumc.org/specialoffering
http://www.sgaumc.org/annualconference


 
 

Schedule   

The 2017 Annual Conference Session will begin with an Opening Worship Service on Sunday evening, 

June 4, at 7:00 p.m. Conference will conclude with the Sending Forth Service on Wednesday, June 7. 

Below is a tentative schedule of events. 

Sunday, June 4 

3:00 PM  Registration Begins 

              (Sunday registration ends at 6:45 PM prior to the Opening Service) 

7:00 PM  Opening Worship Service, Bishop James Swanson Preaching 

Monday, June 5 

7:30 AM   Extension Ministry Breakfast 

8:00 AM   Registration Reopens (8:00 AM – 12:00 noon and 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM) 

9:00 AM   Laity Session 

9:00 AM   Clergy Session 

10:30 AM Opening Plenary Session 

                Board of Ordained Ministry Report 

12:00 PM  Lunch Break 

2:00 PM   Afternoon Plenary Session            

5:00 PM   Dinner Break (Methodist Home Barbecue) 

7:00 PM   Ordination/Commissioning Service, Bishop Lawson Bryan preaching 

8:15 PM   Reception for Ordained and Commissioned Ministers        

Tuesday, June 6 

8:30 AM   Limited Retiree Registration until 10:30 AM 

9:00 AM   Morning Plenary Session 

11:00 AM  Retiree Recognition 

12:00 PM  Lunch Break 

1:00 PM  Gathering for Families of Deceased Clergy 

2:00 PM  Memorial Service, Bishop Michael Watson preaching      

3:30 PM  Afternoon Plenary Session 

5:00 PM  Beach Party 

Wednesday, June 7 

9:00 AM   Morning Plenary Session 

11:00 AM  Fixing the Appointments/Sending Forth Service 

12:00 PM  Adjourn 

Hotels 

For a list of hotel options, please visit www.sgaumc.org/annualconference. 

http://www.sgaumc.org/annualconference


 
 

EPIC Childcare & Beach Camp 

We are so excited for some new adventures available for children and youth at this year's Annual 

Conference Session on Jekyll Island. We will be providing childcare for infants all the way up to middle 

school. It’s going to be EPIC! 

Childcare for infants through preschool age children will be available for all worship services and 

business sessions at Jekyll Island Baptist Church (501 Riverview Drive). We've got lots of fun things 

planned for our little ones - crafts, games, and lots more! Childcare cost is $5.00 per child/day. 

Elementary and middle school age children will be participating in an EPIC Beach Camp hosted by the 

Camp Connect Leadership Team, under the direction of Suzanne Akins. EPIC Beach Camp will be 

available for opening worship and business sessions only. Cost for the Beach Camp is $5.00 per 

child/day with additional opportunities for an excursion for campers. The gathering place for EPIC 

Beach Camp will be at the Jekyll Island Convention Center. 

Pre-registration for all childcare is REQUIRED by May 28 so we know how to plan for crafts, materials, 

snacks and lunch as well as to ensure our staffing is Safe Sanctuaries compliant. For all the details and to 

register, visit www.sgaumc.org/childcare or contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com.    

Venue & Driving Directions 

All conference business and worship services will be held at the Jekyll Island Convention Center. The 

convention center is located at 75 Beachview Drive N, Jekyll Island, GA 31527. From US Highway 17, 

you will turn onto Jekyll via the Jekyll Island Causeway. Once on the island you will stay straight until 

you reach the roundabout. At the roundabout you will veer right and then circle around to your left, 

which will put you on Beachview Drive. The convention center and parking will be on your right. 

Handicap parking will be clearly marked. Golf carts will be available to provide assistance for people 

getting from their cars to the main doors of the convention center. 

Parking and Getting on the Island 

In some of our previous venues, we have had parking costs connected to the area around the venue itself 

or to the hotels in the area. At Jekyll Island, there are no parking fees, but there is a fee to get onto the 

island. It is $6.00 per 24-hour period. For those who stay on Jekyll and don’t leave the island, it will be a 

one-time fee. Even if you come on the island each day in your own car, you can time your entrances to 

conceivably pay only twice, since the $6.00 fee is good for 24 hours. 

Banquets   

If you have a group that would like to plan a banquet or special event, contact Dr. Wright Culpepper at 

wrightculpepper@comcast.net or 912.261.8512, ext. 101. 

Displays 

Display spaces are available to groups and agencies related to the South Georgia Conference. Display 

spaces for United Methodist Church agencies cost $75 without power and $80 with power. This is the 

cost passed on to us by the Convention Center. Other non-UM agencies and vendors also have the 

http://www.sgaumc.org/childcare
http://www.sgaumc.org/childcare
mailto:allison@sgaumc.com
mailto:wrightculpepper@comcast.net


 
 

opportunity to set up displays. Please see the display policy for those prices and conditions. The display 

policy as well as the registration form to reserve booth space can be found at www.sgaumc.org/displays. 

Reservations for the space must be made by the May 1 deadline prior to the conference. 

Registration 

The registration fee for all pastors and lay members to Annual Conference is $20. Retired clergy not 

serving a church are exempt from this fee. You will pay when you register at Annual Conference.     

Expenses / Per diem   

Clergy and lay delegates who represent a local church shall have their expenses (including registration) 

paid by the local church (this includes retired clergy who are serving a church). Lay delegates who 

represent an organization and extension ministers shall have their expenses paid by the organization they 

represent. Retired clergy not under appointment and clergy on disability shall receive a per diem of $65 

per day for each day attended. Lay members who do not represent a local church or conference 

organization shall receive a per diem on the same basis. Retired local pastors who are not serving a 

church do not retain their clergy status according to the Book of Discipline, and so do not qualify for a 

per diem. 

Change in Lay Member 

If there has been a change in the lay member representing your local church/charge, please make sure to 

pass this information onto the correct person. Please share the change with Meredyth Earnest at 

meredyth@sgaumc.com or let your district office know. 

Receiving the Communications Needed for the 2017 Annual Conference Session 

As a delegate to Annual Conference, you will receive several important communications leading up to 

Annual Conference. The purpose of these communications is to inform you of the matters you need to 

know about the ministry of the church, its organization, and any decisions you will be asked to make 

during the conference session. Because of action taken by the 2015 South Georgia Annual Conference, 

we no longer print and mail our communications. Instead, all communications related to the 2017 

Annual Conference Session will be disseminated through conference emails, district newsletters and 

other district communications, our conference Advocate, and other conference communications. This 

saves us thousands of dollars in printing and postage costs each year. 

Most of the business items for the conference session are contained in the Book of Recommendations 

and Reports (BOR). Inside the BOR you'll find a complete conference agenda, driving and parking 

information, helpful annual conference information, detailed reports from conference ministries, pension 

and benefits recommendations, conference budgets, and much more. One of the purposes of the BOR is 

to allow you to read the recommendations and reports before you come to conference. A good delegate 

is a prepared delegate. In May, the BOR will be made available in two ways. It will be made available 

for download as a PDF file at no cost, in its entirety or in sections, on our conference website 

(www.sgaumc.org/annualconference), and disseminated through other electronic means. You will also 

be able to purchase a professionally bound printed copy for around $5.00 through lulu.com. Ordering 

http://www.sgaumc.org/displays
mailto:meredyth@sgaumc.com
http://www.sgaumc.org/annualconference
http://lulu.com/


 
 

information will be provided when the BOR is ready. The Book of Recommendations will not be mailed 

nor will printed copies be available at the Annual Conference session. If you prefer a printed copy 

versus a digital download, you must print it at church, at home, or purchase one through lulu.com. 

Please continue to visit www.sgaumc.org/annualconference often as we approach annual conference. 

Some reports that do not make the BOR publication deadline will only be available on the website. 

These reports will be important to have during the Annual Conference session. 

Prior to arriving at Jekyll please download onto your digital device or print all the materials you want to 

have with you during the Annual Conference session. Although we have been told that the wireless 

internet capabilities will be better at the Jekyll Island Convention Center than in other venues, you may 

still want to download documents to your device prior to coming to be safe. 

Questions   

For questions regarding the business of Annual Conference, please contact Dr. Jay Harris at 

jharris@sgaumc.com. For questions regarding local arrangements or any general questions, please 

contact Bill Allen at billallen4@comcast.net or Kelly Roberson at 912-270-6172 or kelly@sgaumc.com. 

 

Court sets oral hearing on gay bishop issue 

By Linda Bloom 

An oral hearing on a petition questioning whether a gay pastor can serve as a bishop in The United 

Methodist Church will open the spring meeting of Judicial Council, the denomination’s top court. 

The hearing — set for 9 a.m. Tuesday, April 25, at the Hilton Hotel at the Newark Penn Station in 

Newark, New Jersey — is the only portion of the council’s April 25-28 meeting that is open to the 

public. 

The petitioner and respondent in the case will have 60 minutes each to present their oral arguments. In 

addition, members of Judicial Council will have two 15-minute sessions to ask questions of the 

petitioner and respondent, with a 15-minute break in between the two presentations. 

Any decision on that petition could affect Bishop Karen Oliveto, the denomination’s first openly gay 

bishop, who was elected in July by the U.S. church’s Western Jurisdiction. She currently serves as 

bishop of the Mountain Sky Area, which encompasses Colorado, Montana, Utah, Wyoming and a 

church in Idaho. 

Oliveto, who was serving as senior pastor of Glide Memorial Church in San Francisco when she was 

elected, has been legally married to Robin Ridenour, a United Methodist deaconess, since October 2014. 

http://lulu.com/
http://www.sgaumc.org/annualconference
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She is facing “multiple” complaints filed since being elected bishop. The Book of Discipline, the 

denomination’s book of policies, since 1972 has asserted that all people are of sacred worth but that the 

practice of homosexuality is “incompatible with Christian teaching.”  

Since 2004, the book has listed “not being celibate in singleness or not faithful in a heterosexual 

marriage” and “being a self-avowed practicing homosexual” as chargeable offenses under church law. 

Dixie Brewster, represented by the Rev. Keith Boyette, is the petitioner. The respondent is the Western 

Jurisdiction College of Bishops, represented by Richard A. Marsh.  

On July 15, 2016, during the South Central Jurisdictional Conference in Wichita, Kansas, Brewster 

made a motion that the conference request a declaratory decision from Judicial Council. 

Her question was whether “the nomination, election, consecration, and/or assignment as a bishop of The 

United Methodist Church of a person who claims to be a ‘self-avowed practicing homosexual’ or is a 

spouse in a same-sex marriage” is lawful under the denomination's Book of Discipline. 

The motion by Brewster, a lay delegate of the Great Plains Conference, was passed by majority vote. 

The South Central Jurisdictional Conference claimed authority to bring the petition because it pertains to 

matters affecting jurisdictions or jurisdictional conferences. 

“Specifically, the petition addresses action by the Western Jurisdiction in electing the Rev. Karen 

Oliveto, reported to be an openly gay clergy member, as a bishop,” wrote Louisiana Area Bishop 

Cynthia Fierro Harvey, in a letter to Judicial Council. Harvey was chairing the conference session when 

the motion was passed. 

“Accordingly, the petition will directly affect Bishop Oliveto, her qualifications and the efficacy of her 

election as bishop,” the letter said. “More generally, the petition will affect all jurisdictions and 

jurisdictional conferences … who have an interest in the election and appointment of bishops in The 

United Methodist Church.” 

This is one of seven docket items that will be considered by Judicial Council in April. None of the 

decisions will be released until after the meeting has concluded. 

Among other items of business, council members will review the decisions of law related to gay clergy 

and conference boards of ordained ministry in the New York and Northern Illinois conferences. At its 

October 2016 meeting, the court ruled that bishops must answer all questions of law that are properly 

before them. 

Bishop Jane Middleton, now retired from the New York Conference, and Northern Illinois Bishop Sally 

Dyck, submitted their responses before the end of 2016 to Judicial Council, as required. 

Also under review is a bishop’s decision of law from the 2016 Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference in 

Lancaster, Pennsylvania. A “Stop the Trials” resolution – calling for the jurisdiction’s College of 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishops-respond-to-gay-colleague
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Bishops to stop church trials – was debated, amended and “untitled” before being approved by delegates 

on July 14. 

But a clergy delegate from the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference, the Rev. Jeffrey Raffauf, then 

requested a ruling on whether the resolution was “in order” with the Book of Discipline and several past 

Judicial Council decisions. 

On Aug. 4, Bishop Mark Webb ruled the untitled resolution out of order because it requests that annual 

conferences and their councils on finance and administration violate church law. The resolution also 

“negates, ignores and violates the Discipline and Constitution” and is unconstitutional, Webb ruled. 

The 2016 General Conference, the denomination’s top legislative body, submitted its own request for a 

declaratory decision from the court. The petition on the April docket asks if Judicial Council Decision 

1318 – which was issued during General Conference and found that mandatory penalties against clergy 

violate the intent of the just resolution process – applies to Petition No. 60805 in regard to complaints 

against bishops. 

Bloom is the assistant news editor for United Methodist News Service and is based in New York. Follow 

her at twitter.com/umcscribe or contact her at 615-742-5470 or newsdesk@umcom.org. 

 

Young Harris College President Cathy Cox to step down in June 

YOUNG HARRIS, Ga. –Young Harris College President Cathy Cox announced today that she will 

formally step down from the position in June 2017 to accept the role of dean of Mercer University’s 

School of Law, her alma mater. 

During her 10-year tenure as president, Cox has led the College through an unparalleled period of 

growth, transitioning it from a two-year to a four-year college, more than doubling the size of the faculty 

and student body, and constructing $100 million in new facilities, while staying true to its United 

Methodist heritage. Under her leadership, the College has developed 21 new baccalaureate degree 

programs and 22 minors, gained NCAA Division II membership, and celebrated the most successful 

capital campaign in YHC’s history. 

“It has been a privilege to work alongside Cathy to transform Young Harris College into this progressive 

model of a 21st-century liberal arts education,” said Brantley Barrow, ’74, Chairman of the Board of 

Trustees. “She has successfully led YHC through the transition to a baccalaureate degree-granting 

institution now recognized as a ‘Best National Liberal Arts College’ by U.S. News & World Report. On 

behalf of the Board of Trustees, I thank Cathy for her service and dedication to Young Harris and our 

students.” 

Under Barrow’s leadership, Young Harris College will begin a national search immediately to fill the 

position. 
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http://www.umc.org/decisions/67616
mailto:twitter.com/umcscribe
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“Getting to work with and alongside the faculty and staff, who personify every day what it means to be 

committed to student success, has been gratifying beyond words,” said Cox. “Getting to know so many 

of our students – and watching them pursue and achieve their dreams – has without question provided 

me with meaningful experiences I will never, ever forget.” 

“I’m very proud of all that we have collectively accomplished, through enormous hard work and vision, 

to grow Young Harris into the thriving liberal arts college it is today,” Cox continued. “I am confident 

that the foundation we’ve built will serve as a great platform for even further success in the years to 

come.” 

 

UMCOR Sunday is March 26 

UMCOR Sunday (fourth Sunday in Lent) enables the United Methodist Committee on Relief to reach 

out through worldwide ministries of food, shelter, health and peace. A special offering is taken on this 

day to support humanitarian aid through the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). You can 

be assured that when catastrophes cause suffering, your church, impelled by Jesus’ love and 

compassion, will be in the lead to ease the pain. Gifts to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering 

underwrite UMCOR’s “costs of doing business.” That helps them keep their promise that 100 percent of 

every other gift you make to a specific UMCOR project can be spent on that project - not on home office 

costs. To learn more about UMCOR or to order resources to promote the offering, 

visit www.umcor.org or call 888-346-3862. Click here for resources to help promote this offering in 

your local church. 

 

We have hope! 

HISPANIC NEWS 

REV. DANIEL MEDINA 

Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Jehovah. (Psalm 130:1)  

When I was young, I really liked to hike mountains. It was not the extreme sport where you use all the 

special equipment to climb, it was about walking trails and climbing hills. I also enjoyed going into 

caves and caverns to explore, to admire God’s creation and … maybe to impress others.  

There is, in the proximities of the city of Chihuahua (Mexico), a system of caves and rocky formations 

that is called la cueva del diablo – the devil’s cave. My brothers and I used to go often to explore and 

spend our Saturdays there. We always felt respect and fear for this cave but not because of the name, 

diablo, but because of the jeopardy and adventure we found there. Entering and exiting of this cave took 

experience, courage, and time.  

https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/%21HIHKjvtgIio6GukMLdC+fbOD3zTCyBdyTpUn0u2QhBX
tel:%28888%29%20346-3862
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/%21zxDsfGkgyzJ1HQP94SSlfIw+9-X2xbJ0sflVGCi-5SG
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/%21zxDsfGkgyzJ1HQP94SSlfIw+9-X2xbJ0sflVGCi-5SG


 
 

Sometimes life is exactly like going to la cueva del diablo. Problems, sickness, and worries can make us 

feel like we are in a cave and we require experience, courage, a lot of patience, and time to get out from 

these situations. Life is not a paved trail in a flat terrain. In this trail, there are hills going up and valleys 

going down. There may be clear ways but also there will be blurred paths and even detours. In life we 

may have times and situations that make us glad but also have times and situations that will make us sad. 

Life is just like that.  

What is life? What do we know about life? Why do we live? Without doubt, these are the continual 

questions in life. Sometimes we may ask these questions when everything is well. However, we ask 

these questions more in the midst of suffering, sadness, evil, sickness, and despair. It would be 

interesting to ask Jesus, what is the meaning of life? What is my strength that I should wait? (Job 6:11). 

Jesus would not explain life; he simply would give us life itself. He said, I came that they may have life, 

and may have it abundantly (John 10:10) However, even in the abundance of life given in Christ, we 

cannot deny that life has two sides: joy, sadness; health, sickness; laugh, weeping; peace, chaos; hope, 

despair. We cannot deny that the time comes when we all experience both sides of life. Nevertheless, 

how can we stand firm in life and overcome?  

Sometimes life makes us feel like being slaves of despair. However, there is good news: there is new 

and abundant life in Jesus Christ. When we accept and live this new, abundant life in Christ, we not only 

form and work for God’s kingdom of justice and love, but we also live with hope, even in the midst of 

despair.  

There are many people possessed with a spirit of sadness and a gloomy attitude. They are slaves of 

despair, spiritually dead, and have fallen into a feeling of constant hopelessness. They do not smile and 

have forgotten the deep joy of being alive. Sadness and desperation have become an experience of self-

destruction. In the presence of all this sadness, despair, and anguish comes the risen Christ asking us, 

tenderly, the same two questions he asked Mary Magdalene, “why are you crying?” … “who are you 

looking for?” (John 20:15). No matter what the reason is behind your sadness or the cause of our 

despair, He will comfort you. He will wipe away your tears and lovingly will listen until you stop your 

wordless cry. The Lord knows of our tears and will gently see that each tear is dried to lift your face, 

then, to a new direction: hope.  

Hope is the opposite of desperation. We can stop being slaves of desperation and become captives of 

hope. For those who trust the Lord, hope can be more than a mere desire, but a new perspective on life. 

This perspective is not only for the future but also for the present time in which Jesus is alive and active.  

There can be peace in the midst of storms. Jesus tells us that in the midst of these storms of desperation: 

“It is I; be not afraid” (John 6:20). Despite the sad situations in life, we can overcome despair. What 

can we do when in despair? I recommend 1) recognize we are fragile and we need strength, this strength 

is Jesus; 2) give up greed to Whom was born, lived and died as humble; and 3) despite desperation, have 

an attitude of trust, gratitude and hope. God’s promise to all His children is the same, today as yesterday: 



 
 

Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and 

help you. I will hold you up with my victorious right hand (Isaiah 41:10).  

Even in the midst of desperation, all who trust in the Lord can stand in hope. In all of God’s children 

there is something that will last: their soul, their interior being. Only there, after all, can we expect to 

begin to find fullness of hope. Jesus Christ is the Lord of Hope; we can trust Him and, even in 

bleakness, find hope and love.  

Returning to my adventures in la cueva del diablo: the entrance to this cave is in the top of a mountain 

and you may think, while inside, you are in the depths but you are only surrounded by a mountain. 

When you come out from the lowest point of la cueva del diablo you arrive at a beautiful valley without 

any extra effort. We might compare a journey through life with a journey inside la cueva del diablo. We 

may believe we are in real depths but we are only experiencing temporary depths, maybe with despair 

but also with hope. This hope is in Christ who invites us to fully trust in Him.  

Hope and desperation, desperation and hope. We can choose between being a slave of desperation or a 

captive of hope. Life is just like that. Have you recently suffered some experiences that made you feel 

despair? What did you do about it? Did you become a slave of desperation… or a prisoner of hope? I 

hope you honestly said Why am I discouraged? Why is my heart so sad? I will put my hope in God! I 

will praise him again – my Savior and my God! (Psalm 42:11) and He may hear you pray “O Lord, you 

alone are my hope.” (Psalm 71:5)  

Rev. Daniel Medina serves as pastor of Nueva Vida United Methodist Church in Macon and associate 

director of Connectional Ministries for Hispanic Ministries. 

 

God’s Love Restores 

Spring Quarter: God Loves Us 

Unit 1: God’s Eternal, Preserving, Renewing Love 

Sunday school lesson for the week of March 26, 2017  

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson scripture: Joel 2:12-13, 18-19, 28-32 

In seeking to understand the context of today’s lesson, a brief visit to Joel 1:1-11 seems in order. Every 

generation tends to think that its troubles are the worst the world has ever seen. Therefore, the prophet Joel 

paints the calamity of his day in the worst possible light. As scholars suggest, he begins by implying that 

the present visitation of locusts has no precedent and is unlikely to be paralleled in the future. The 

devastation is such that it cannot be surpassed. 



 
 

The point here, however, is not whether the plague in Joel’s time was the worst his country had ever 

suffered. Calamities cannot be compared, except in superficial ways. Wherever suffering and evil exist, it is 

that situation which has to be faced in all its ramifications. 

Without doubt, the scriptures recognize with utmost seriousness the reality of evil. And we are told that the 

gulf between despair and faith is crossed only when the troubles of humanity are first seen as the 

consequences of humankind’s fall. Therefore, the sufferings of the world must be recognized as acts of 

divine judgment. For it’s at that point that the way of repentance may be opened up and healing becomes a 

possibility. As far as the prophet Joel is concerned, our cure must come from the hand that has smitten us. 

Now, the trumpet served several different functions in ancient Israel’s national life. It can be seen playing 

two different roles even in this second chapter of Joel. It is suggested that we might think of it as Israel’s 

Evil Defense siren, and we know something of the anxiety or even fright evoked by that sound. So it was 

that the Lord wanted “all the inhabitants of the land to hear the prophet sound the alarm.”  

In the larger context of scripture, we recognize that the prospect of the “day of the Lord” was a mixed bag. 

As scholars attest, that “day” was not so much a date on the calendar as the moment when God would 

intervene in history to make things right. And whether that promise is a good thing or bad thing, however, 

depends upon who you are. For Joel’s audience, it is not a happy prospect, for evidently, they are among 

the things that are wrong and need to be made right.  

The blowing of the trumpet signaled the coming of the day of the Lord. And the judgment of the Lord on 

that day would be realized by a devastating army. That army is generally interpreted as a plague of locusts, 

based upon on earlier reference (Joel 1:4), a later reference (2:25), and several of the descriptions of the 

army. The point is, that utter devastation will occur. 

And Joel 2:11 makes it quite clear that the Lord is deliberately associated with this scary army. While 

Israel’s history is full of stories of God fighting enemy armies on their behalf, this opposing army is under 

God’s own direct command. Such is the nature of Joel’s prophetic message, and other judgment prophet’s 

messages as well. 

“Yet even now” there is grace! With all this fast moving destruction, there is still hope for these people. An 

option is before them. God says, “Return to me with all your heart” (Joel 2:12). Even in the midst of a 

judgment message, God gives his people hope. 

God continues, “Rend your hearts and not your clothing” (Joel 2:13). In other words, the people are urged 

to repent where it counts – in the heart. And it’s not surprising that the people’s hearts should be the key to 

their repentance, since God’s heart is the key to their forgiveness. Then it is that Joel reminds the people 

about the nature of God’s heart. Joel states, “For he (God) is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love…” (Joel 2:13). As we are informed, the people’s encouragement to repent is 

more tied to God’s love than God’s power. It is the divine invitation rather than the divine warning that 

should compel us to a change of heart. 



 
 

In Joel 2:15, again, there is the call to “blow the trumpet in Zion.” Earlier in the second chapter, the 

trumpet functions as a national siren. At this point, however, it serves a different purpose. Here, the trumpet 

is used to announce certain holidays and convocations. The first trumpet sent the people running for cover. 

This trumpet calls them specifically to come together for worship.  

The trumpet here, according to scholars, signals a kind of invitation, and that invitation is comprehensive 

and inclusive. The image of the bride and groom suggest the importance of the convocation, for it should 

interrupt every human activity.  

In Joel 2:17, the people’s repentance turns to the priests’ intercession. They cry out to God to spare the 

people.  

Scholars inform us that “Land” and “People” are knit together in verses 18-27. The Lord is said to be 

“jealous for his land” and to have “pity on his people.” The promised rescue for the people is manifested in 

blessings upon the land. 

Without question, the early part of this second chapter of Joel is clearly intended to frighten. The trumpet 

sounds and the terrifying descriptions of the army and its destruction are vivid. But now, in contrast, God 

encourages nature and the animals not to be afraid and the children of Zion to be “glad and rejoice.” The 

Lord promises restoration and vindication. And in the end, the real culmination of this beautiful picture is 

knowledge of God and God’s presence in the midst of the people. 

And as the earlier verses promised material blessings, so now the promises of God turn to spiritual 

blessings (Joel 2:28, 29). At this point, the Lord promises to “pour out my spirit,” which as scholars make 

clear, is a whole other realm of grace and kindness. 

Underline it! Because of God’s unmerited love and grace, salvation is promised and available to “everyone 

who calls on the name of the Lord” (2:32).  

If the Lord wanted you dead 

The Old Testament judgment prophets, which includes Joel, are known for their words of warning. These 

words of warning include frightening details about the destruction that God intends to bring upon certain 

nations. The actual message from the judgment prophet is very much like the earlier part of Joel, chapter 

two. It is a heavy, sober message. Yet, as we are reminded, the very existence of a judgment prophet is a 

testimony to the kindness of God. How so? If the Lord really wanted the people to be destroyed, then no 

warning would have been given. The criminal does not notify the victim ahead of time. The thief does not 

generally knock on the door. Therefore, the warning of God is a mercy of God. 

This truth of God’s love becomes even clearer when the Lord implores the people saying, “Even now, 

return to me with all your heart” (2:12). There, it is redemption, not judgment, that is the actual will of 

God. Scholars note that if the Lord were eager to judge, then there would be no warning, and there would 

certainly be no invitation to repent.  



 
 

Now, the frightening message of warning that Joel’s audience first heard might have made them think that 

God wanted them dead. Absolutely not! If the Lord had really wanted them dead, they would be dead. 

What the Lord wanted for them was salvation, and the first step toward that salvation is repentance.  

Heart condition 

Imagine a woman who has lost all sense of passion and purpose for her job. She still gets up and goes in 

everyday, but she feels no energy for it. Her lack of enthusiasm has stunted her creativity. Thus, with no 

eagerness to take on anything new, she’s just punching the clock.  

Imagine a husband who has grown distant from his wife. He’s not rude or mean to her; he’s just not as 

attentive and thoughtful, as interested as he once was. They are still living together, but that’s about all that 

can be said. 

As we observe these two people, we conclude that their hearts are just not in it. They are both just going 

through the motions. 

According to scholars, with that observation we are acknowledging the two-part composition of a human 

being. We have both an inside and an outside. And what we are visibly doing on the outside is not the real 

issue.  

Now, with this recognition, we are better able to understand Jesus’ point about the superficial Pharisees of 

his day. Read Matthew 23:23-28, for example. In contrast to their fixation on “the outside of the cup” 

(Matthew 23:25), Jesus turns the focus again and again to the human heart (Matthew 5:27, 28). And this is 

the same lesson learned by Samuel in the Old Testament so many years earlier that “the Lord looks on the 

heart” (I Samuel 16:7). 

Therefore, sin is always a condition of the heart. It may reveal itself in countless other ways – in our 

tongues, our eyes, our hands and more – but at its core, sin is a heart condition. Consequently, the Lord 

urged the people of Joel’s day, “Return to me with all your heart,” and “rend your hearts and not your 

clothing” (Joel 2:12, 13). The real cure for our chief ailment (heart condition) is found in God’s loving 

invitation to repent – to turn or return to the Lord. 

The beauty of jealousy 

In our time, the word “jealousy” for the most part is negative. On the other hand, the Old Testament is 

unapologetic about applying the term to God (for example, Exodus 20:5, 34:14; Deuteronomy 4:24; Joshua 

24:19). The Lord is jealous, and the prophet Joel cites that jealousy as part of his good news for the land 

and its people. 

When we think of a jealous person, we think of someone who is selfish, insecure and controlling. At its 

best, however, jealousy reflects a very natural instinct, namely, an unwillingness to share a person’s 

affection. It indicates a desire that the beloved belong entirely and exclusively to the lover. In all honesty, 

that’s what we all want and expect when we marry. And so at its best, jealousy is a natural part of love.  



 
 

We are told in scripture that “God is love” (I John 4:8), and so it should be no surprise that God is jealous. 

And, as scholars affirm, in that jealousy, the Lord pays a great compliment to us. Would we prefer for God 

to be indifferent about our affections and allegiances? Would it seem more loving if God were more 

permissive and less protective? 

Joel states that God “became jealous for his land, and had pity on his people” (Joel 2:18). What follows is 

God’s blessing. And that blessing is both material and spiritual. We are also told that the land, for which 

God is jealous, reveals God’s perfect plan going forward, we see its global – even cosmic – reach.  

In summary, the prophet Joel helps us to see more of the beauty of God’s love than we might have 

recognized apart from his help. Even in judgment, we see how redemptive God’s love really is. The Lord 

does not discard what is broken, but rather endeavors to make it whole and new again. And lastly, we see 

that God’s love is not lukewarm toward us. God is jealous, and his love is always wanting the very best for 

us.  

Action Plan 

1. What are some of the things Joel teaches us about God’s love? 

2. What motivates people to repent and seek restoration? 

 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

God as Our Shepherd 

Spring Quarter: God Loves Us 

Unit 2: God’s Caring, Saving, and Upholding Love 

Sunday school lesson for the week of April 2, 2017  

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson scripture: Psalm 23 

The Old Testament is almost a distant memory in the hearts and minds of modern humankind. Those 

sacred stories that meant so much to our fore parents are becoming more and more lost to us. How many of 

the commandments actually command us? 

Yet in the midst of all this, there is one masterpiece that has not been touched by our neglect. It’s been 

called the “Nightingale of the Psalms – the brightest jewel of the Psalms.” It sounds sweetest when the 

times are darkest. 

Next to the Lord’s Prayer, the 23rd Psalm is probably the best known passage of scripture in all the Bible. 

It’s requested more at funerals than any other psalm. It is read more as a devotional aid than any other 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/


 
 

psalm. It is memorized more than any other Psalm. And it is absolutely uncanny how this psalm still 

addresses our latest fears. 

As you can see, the 23rd Psalm is special. Here, the psalmist promises that God’s love provides what is 

necessary to confront any difficulties and to live in a fulfilling and intimate relationship with God.  

The psalmist’s opening statement, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want” actually has an even more 

intimate quality than we may recognize. As scholars point out, what we translate “the Lord” is not a title 

for God as it appears. Rather, the psalmist is using the name of God – Yahweh. This very personal 

testimony, therefore, begins with a very personal reference to God. 

If, Then 

If the Lord is my shepherd, then what does that make me? One of the unique patterns of Scripture is that 

God is consistently revealed in relational terms – Father, Savior, Redeemer, Lord, King, Creator, Teacher, 

etc. These are all terms that suggest a relationship. And as we are reminded, one hallmark of the Bible’s 

relational terms for God is that they all have counterparts. 

Creator suggests creature. Lord implies servant. Teacher invites student. The terms we use for God say 

something about us. Therefore, in terms of our scripture lesson, if the Lord is my shepherd, then I must be a 

sheep.  

What can we say about our being a sheep? First, to be a sheep suggests a tendency to follow, though not 

necessarily a discriminating tendency. We human beings like to think of ourselves as being more 

independent than a sheep, but an honest assessment of ourselves reveals otherwise. We tend to follow the 

pack. What we wear, what we buy, what we drive, how we spend our money are all heavily influenced by 

what we observe those around us doing. We tell our children, “I don’t care what other parents do,” but we 

do care. In a real sense, we do care what other parents, families, fellow employees, and neighbors do.  

Second, to be a sheep also suggests tremendous vulnerability! I simply can’t imagine another animal less 

able to deal with its predators. A sheep is not known for its blazing getaway speed, its strong tail, or its 

protective shell. Nor is a sheep known for its ferocious teeth, its great size or its defensive odor. The truth 

is, sheep are defenseless, helpless and timid. And while we human beings are not so defenseless, we do 

acknowledge our vulnerability every time we observe how fragile life really is. 

Finally, to be a sheep is to be dependent! Scholars inform us that wild sheep may be able to get by on their 

own, but the domesticated sheep that this psalmist had in mind were pretty much helpless without their 

shepherds. Food, drink, shelter, health, and protection were all provided by a good shepherd. And apart 

from the shepherd’s providential care, the sheep were in a desperate state. 

Important point! Underline it! The psalmist gladly claimed the Lord as his Shepherd. By so doing, he 

acknowledged his own similarities to a sheep. And aren’t these same similarities also true of us? We tend 

to follow. We are vulnerable. And we are learning more and more how much we depend on our Shepherd. 



 
 

So Great a Cloud 

Psalm 23 has been associated with David from ancient times, and his authorship is easy for us to imagine. 

We know that David grew up as a shepherd boy (1 Samuel 16:11) and that his experience as a shepherd 

contributed to his willingness to face Goliath (17:34-37). In addition, when David’s heart had hardened 

with sin, it was a story about a lamb that broke through and spoke to him (2 Samuel 12:1-6). And so it is 

not difficult for us to hear about a tender, strong, and caring shepherd coming from both David’s 

experience with sheep and his experience with God. 

And yet, as scholars remind us, David’s is far from being the only voice on this subject. The image of the 

Lord as a shepherd is in both the Old and New Testaments. Even though shepherds were often disrespected 

(Genesis 46:34), still the Lord is unapologetically associated with the group and their work. 

We are told that the prophets portray both God and the promised Messiah as a shepherd for the people 

(Isaiah 40:10-11; Ezekiel 34:11-23; Micah 5:2-4). Then Jesus himself suggests the Lord as a shepherd in 

his teachings about a lost sheep (Matthew 18:12-14, Luke 15:3-7). He also claims for himself that title of 

“The Good Shepherd” (John 10:11, 14). And, then, the writer of Hebrews identifies Jesus as “the great 

shepherd of the sheep” (Hebrews 13:20). As scholars make clear, the imagery of Psalm 23, therefore, is 

part of a larger theme about the nature of God’s relationship with people. 

Moving ahead, both the Old and New Testaments recognize that not all shepherds are created equal. There 

are good shepherds and bad shepherds. For a moment we’ll focus on the bad shepherds. In Jeremiah, the 

Lord decries those bad shepherds – that is the human leaders “who destroy and scatter the sheep of my 

pasture” (Jeremiah 23:1). In Ezekiel, those bad shepherds are condemned for both exploiting and 

neglecting the sheep (Ezekiel 34: 2-8). And likewise, Jesus criticizes the hireling who does not care for the 

sheep, and therefore does not protect them (John 10:12-13). So much for bad shepherds.  

On the other hand, if the author of Psalm 23’s own experience, as a shepherd or exposure to shepherds, had 

been negative he might have been hesitant to use this image for the Lord. But as it is, it is clear that this 

author perceived the shepherd to be a source of protection, care and faithfulness, and so it is a beautiful and 

appropriate metaphor for God. 

If the Shepherd is Good 

Many of us have been part of a worship service or fellowship setting where the leader has declared, “God is 

good,” and the people have responded, “All the time.” Then, in turn, the leader reports, “All the time,” and 

the people echo, “God is good.” It is a popular affirmation that we have heard and seen numerous times.  

Scholars remind us that the theology of this simple statement is sound. Jesus asserts the fundamentals and 

incomparable goodness of God (Luke 18:19), and both Testaments avow that the divine nature is 

unchanging (Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:8). 

Regarding that same simple refrain – “God is good; all the time; all the time; God is good” – the question 

has been raised concerning how people might respond if it were instead a fill-in-the-blank statement. If the 



 
 

folks, both inside and outside of the church, were given a piece of paper that read, “All the time ________ 

is good,” what would they write in the blank? What do we experience or affirm as good all the time? 

As suggested it certainly wouldn’t be life. Even if we realize how wonderfully blessed we are in life, we 

still know that life is fragile and often unfair. Sometimes life can be downright cruel. Some of that has been 

experienced in the recent tornadoes in South Georgia and other places.  

Now, the psalmist knew that life is not good all the time. To be sure, he experienced goodness and 

blessing, but even in the brevity of his testimony he acknowledged the danger and difficulties of life. Yet in 

the midst of it all, God is always good. The pastures may not always be green, but God is always good. The 

circumstances may not always be the best, but God is always trustworthy. Even while passing through the 

darkest valley, there is no need to fear because God is always good and with us. In fact, the Lord is my 

shepherd.  

Because the Lord is my Shepherd 

In my studies of this psalm, I have never forgotten what Dr. Albert Shirkey, former past of Mount Vernon 

Place, said about it in his book “The Lord is My Shepherd.” He said, “You will notice that the phrase, ‘I 

shall not want’ runs through it like a golden cord binding it all together.” So we asked, “I shall not want for 

what?” The psalmist answers, “the all sufficiency of God.” 

It is because the Lord’s my Shepherd that I shall not want. The specifics of the psalm are the following: I 

shall not want for rest, for guidance, for comfort or for eternal security. 

Someone asked Robert Browning, “What is the one theme in all your poems most representative of you 

and who you are? Browning replied, “I am very sure about God.” 

So was the psalmist and so can we be, by faith. The Lord is Our Shepherd. 

Action Plan 

1. What does it mean for you to say that the Lord is your shepherd? Please discuss among class 

members. 

2. When do you see expressions of the psalmist’s trust in the shepherd? 

 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

After God’s Own Heart  

Dr. Hal Brady 
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People give and receive numerous compliments. He’s a great person. She’s a beautiful lady. He’s quite 

an athlete. She’s a class act. 

In the world of sports we often hear the expression, “He has color.” While I cannot exactly define it, I 

think you understand what it is. The athlete with “color” makes his easy plays look spectacular and his 

mistakes are readily forgotten. We like him just the way he is, rough edges or not. He has “color,” we 

say. 

But perhaps the greatest compliment ever paid to a person was the compliment paid to the biblical 

character David. It was spoken by the prophet Samuel to an unfaithful King Saul. After reminding Saul 

of his failure, Samuel said to him, “...but now your kingdom will not continue; the Lord has sought out a 

man after his own heart...” (l Samuel 13:14). 

Since David was specially called “a man after God’s own heart,” we might get the impression that David 

was a saint or some kind of superhuman hero. But deep down, we know he wasn’t. We remember that 

he committed a terrible sin in his lust for Bathsheba. And even though he repented and was later 

forgiven by God, he still suffered for that sin all his life. So, God didn’t choose David because he was 

perfect. 

Why, then, did God choose David? In David, God chose to make a nobody into a somebody, and in so 

doing, eliminated all human boasting. To be sure, God is not looking for perfect people because He 

knows that there are no perfect people. Neither is God looking for “holier than thou” people. Instead, 

God is looking for ordinary folks who are willing to be used of God, as David was.  

So what are some of the qualities of “a person after God’s own heart?” The first quality is spirituality! In 

the comic strip “Peanuts,” Charlie Brown is talking to Linus. He’s complaining about his inability to do 

what he is being called upon to do. Charlie says, “Linus it all goes back to the very beginning. The 

moment I was born and stepped out on the stage of history, they took one look at me and said: “He is not 

right for the part.’” 

Now, that’s the way most of us feel when we hear the word, “spirituality.” We feel that somehow we are 

not right for the part. But cutting to the chase, spirituality means to have a heart that is sensitive to the 

things of God. One way of describing spirituality could be caught up in the words of The Dalai Lama in 

“The Book of Joy” when he says, “The wider perspective involves stepping back, within our own mind, 

to look at the bigger picture and to move beyond our own limited self-awareness and our own limited 

self-interest.” 

The second quality of being a person after God’s own heart is humility! Again, why did God choose 

David? You see, David had several brothers and they were much more kingly in appearance and 

experience. God chose David because in David he saw a heart that was wholeheartedly His. God saw in 

David a person of humility, a person with a servant’s heart. Isn’t it wonderful to meet up with truly 

famous people who don’t read their own press clippings? The late John Wooden, one of the most 

famous basketball coaches of all time, led his UCLA Bruins to a National Basketball Championship 10 



 
 

out of 12 years. On one occasion, when he called on an acquaintance Wooden said, “Hello, my name is 

a John Wooden.” He said, “I understand your school needs a coach, and I have a man I would like to 

recommend. Wooden continued, “I’ve had a couple of years coaching basketball, and I thought you 

might like to take a recommendation I have.” A couple of years coaching basketball? Coach Wooden 

wrote the book on basketball. But isn’t it impressive that he doesn’t assume that the man will know his 

name. My guess is that God will also be impressed with that. 

Personally, I think humility has to do with teamwork. It has to do with recognizing that we are part of a 

team whatever it is – marriage, family, business, sports, nation, church – everything. We are part of a 

team. We have a part to play, and we are happy to do it. 

The third quality of a person after God’s own heart is being faithful in little things! An amazing fact 

about David was that after he had been chosen and even anointed the next King of Israel, he didn’t lose 

his grip. I’m pleased to say he didn’t go berserk. He didn’t put a sign out in front of Jesse’s tent, “Home 

of the King elect.” He could have called for a news conference and stated, “I’m the Man.” Or as 

someone put it, “He could have boarded ‘Camel One’ and gone around the nation on a listening tour.” 

But David did not do any of that. 

What did David do? He went right back to the duty of tending the sheep. David was always faithful in 

the little things. 

If we want to be people of noble vision we must cultivate the habit of taking care of the little things. I’m 

talking about the way we face our daily assignments, our study habits, our way of attending to details, 

and the attention we give to our spouse, children, grandchildren, friends and strangers. 

Now, the real test of my job, as a preacher, is not necessarily what happens in the sanctuary on Sunday 

mornings, though that is vitally important. And nobody takes the task of preaching any more seriously 

than I do. I truly believe that what happens in the sanctuary is a matter of life and death – a matter of 

eternal life and death. But the real test of my job, as a minister, is what happens Monday through 

Saturday – in the study, in prayer, in the hospitals, in the homes, in the classrooms, the office, on the 

telephone or computer, in the correspondence and at the meetings. 

I repeat, if we want to be people of noble vision, we must cultivate the habit of taking care of the little 

things. 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 3/20/2017 edition 

UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat – March 24-26 

The United Methodist Women of the South Georgia Conference will host their annual Spiritual Growth 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/


 
 

Retreat March 24-26  at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. The retreat leader will be Rev. Nita 

Crump, and Ivy Kratzer will serve as the Teen Women's Retreat Leader. Susan Beverly will be the 

praise and worship leader. Click here for more information.  

Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training, Albany – March 25 

An ERT and Chainsaw Training will be held Saturday, March 25 at Porterfield UMC in Albany. The 

ERT training time is from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. and the chainsaw training time is from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. 

Click here to register. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to respond in 

the immediate aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, 

participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive an 

UMCOR ID Badge and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. Please 

provide proof of background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is also 

included in the cost.  *Chainsaw training requirements: complete and pass ERT training offered in the 

morning or hold current ERT badge. Cost for chainsaw training only is $12. If taken following the ERT 

class in the morning $6. The cost includes your textbook and badge. This chainsaw training will be 

demonstration and lecture style. There must be six participants for a chainsaw course to make. To 

schedule an ERT training/chainsaw training, please contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com.  

UMCOR Sunday – March 26 

UMCOR Sunday (fourth Sunday in Lent) enables the United Methodist Committee on Relief to reach 

out through worldwide ministries of food, shelter, health and peace. A special offering is taken on this 

day to support humanitarian aid through the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). You can 

be assured that when catastrophes cause suffering, your church, impelled by Jesus’ love and 

compassion, will be in the lead to ease the pain. Gifts to the UMCOR Sunday offering underwrite 

UMCOR’s “costs of doing business.” That helps them keep their promise that 100 percent of every other 

gift you make to a specific UMCOR project can be spent on that project - not on home office costs. To 

learn more about UMCOR or to order resources to promote the offering, visit www.umcor.org or call 

888-346-3862. Click here for resources to help promote this offering in your local church. 

Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training, St. Marys – April 1 

An ERT and Chainsaw Training will be held Saturday, April 1 at St. Marys UMC. The ERT training 

time is from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. and the chainsaw training time is from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. Click here to 

register. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate 

aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, participants will 

receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive an UMCOR ID Badge 

and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. Please provide proof of 

background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the 

cost.  *Chainsaw training requirements: complete and pass ERT training offered in the morning or hold 

current ERT badge. Cost for chainsaw training only is $12. If taken following the ERT class in the 

morning $6. The cost includes your textbook and badge. This chainsaw training will be demonstration 

and lecture style. There must be six participants for a chainsaw course to make. To schedule an ERT 

training/chainsaw training, please contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com.  

http://www.sgaumc.org/eventdetail/1865972?month=3&year=2017&day=1&display=m
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingPorterfield
mailto:morhilll@gmail.com
http://www.umcor.org/
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/one-great-hour-of-sharing
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingStMarys
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingStMarys
mailto:morhilll@gmail.com


 
 

Good Friday – April 14 

Easter – April 16 

United Methodist Men’s Annual Retreat – April 21-22 

South Georgia’s United Methodist Men will gather for their annual retreat April 21-22 at Epworth By 

The Sea on St. Simons Island, Ga Rev. Dr. Craig Rikard will be the retreat speaker. Download the 

brochure Housing Registration: Epworth By The Sea. A golf tournament will be held on Friday, April 

21 at Sanctuary Cove Golf Course in Waverly, Ga. Registration Form & Hole Sponsorship 

Early Response Team Training, Hahira – April 22 

An ERT Training will be held Saturday, April 22 at Hahira UMC. The ERT training time is from 8 a.m. 

until 1 p.m. Click here to register. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to 

respond in the immediate aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the 

training, participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive 

an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. Please 

provide proof of background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is also 

included in the cost. To schedule an ERT training/chainsaw training, please contact Luis Morales at 

morhilll@gmail.com. 

The Methodist Children’s Home Celebration Day – April 22 

The Methodist Home for Children and Youth invites you to Celebration Day: An Open House. This 

annual celebration will be held at the Macon campus on Saturday, April 22 from 10:30 a.m. until 2 p.m. 

Goodness grows at The Methodist Home, and guests are invited to tour the Home (tours available at 11 

a.m., 11:30 a.m., noon, 12:30 p.m., and 1 p.m.), meet the children, and plant flower seeds of hope. Also 

enjoy the “Cruisin’ for Kids” car, truck, and motorcycle show, presented by the Middle Georgia 

Mustang Club. 

 

Delicious BBQ lunches, including freshly pulled BBQ pork, baked beans, coleslaw, potato chips, and a 

drink, will be available for $8. And for dessert, grab some goodies at the baked goods table. All 

proceeds benefit the Home's children. Click here to view a flyer 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – April 25 

Click here to register for the April workshop. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this 

workshop is REQUIRED EVERY (3) THREE YEARS for any person serving under appointment by the 

bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). Cost is $35, which includes 

lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to South Georgia Conference. To register, 

click on the link below. For questions, please email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that spouses 

and lay employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. 

Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training, St. Simons – April 29 

An ERT and Chainsaw Training will be held Saturday, April 29 at St. Simons UMC. The ERT training 

time is from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. and the chainsaw training time is from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. Click here to 

https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/umm+2017+annual+retreat.pdf
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/umm+2017+annual+retreat.pdf
https://www.hform.com/form.cgi?10880994
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/UMM+Golf+Tournament+2017.doc
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingHahira
mailto:morhilll@gmail.com
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/methodisthomecelebrationday2017.pdf
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshop-April252017
mailto:cpcassistant@sgaumc.com
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingStSimonsUMC


 
 

register. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate 

aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, participants will 

receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive an UMCOR ID Badge 

and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. Please provide proof of 

background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the 

cost.  *Chainsaw training requirements: complete and pass ERT training offered in the morning or hold 

current ERT badge. Cost for chainsaw training only is $12. If taken following the ERT class in the 

morning $6. The cost includes your textbook and badge. This chainsaw training will be demonstration 

and lecture style. There must be six participants for a chainsaw course to make. To schedule an ERT 

training/chainsaw training, please contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com.  

Wesley Glen Ministries’ Fish Fry – April 29 

Wesley Glen's annual fish fry is the place to be for good food, good music, and great fellowship. Join us 

for a fun-filled day! Additional Information 

Native American Ministries Sunday – April 30 

On Native American Ministries Sunday, United Methodists cultivate and support urban missions with 

Native Americans and fund scholarships for Native American seminarians. Your annual conference 

retains 50 percent of the offering is to strengthen and develop Native American ministries. However, if 

no Native American ministries exist in the conference, the entire offering is remitted to the General 

Council on Finance and Administration for Native American ministries in other areas. The remaining 50 

percent of the offering expands mission work with the Native American Urban Initiative and provides 

scholarships for Native Americans attending United Methodist and other approved schools of theology. 

Is it easier to learn Native American traditions from a Native American or an Irish American? This is 

why the Native American Ministries Sunday offering is critical – to continue the traditions and nurture 

the gifts of Native Americans. Click here for resources to help promote this special Sunday. 

#millennial: opening our doors conference – May 4-6 

The Southwest District of the South Georgia Conference and Next Step Ministry is sponsoring a 

conference at Veterans Memorial State Park in Cordele, Ga., for clergy and laity May 4-6. The purpose 

will be to aid churches in attracting and engaging young people in our congregations. For more 

information visit the event website at www.swdistrictumc.org.  

 

Scripture Readings – March 20 

March 26 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 

Psalm 23 (UMH 754 or 137) 

Ephesians 5:8-14 

John 9:1-41 

https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingStSimonsUMC
mailto:morhilll@gmail.com
http://www.sgaumc.org/eventdetail/www.wesleyglenministries.com
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/native-american-ministries-sunday
http://www.swdistrictumc.org/


 
 

April 2 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Psalm 130 (UMH 848) 

Romans 8:6-11 

John 11:1-45 

April 9 

Palm/Passion Sunday 

Liturgy of the Palms 

Matthew 21:1-11 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

Liturgy of the Passion 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm 31:9-16 (UMH 764) 

Philippians 2:5-11 

Matthew 26:14-27 

or  

Matthew 27:11-54 

 


