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Douglas pastor, dentist roast coffee, change lives 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

In the heart of Coffee County, Ga. a dentist and a part-time local pastor are helping make disciples and 

transform a small part of the world, one cup of coffee at a time.  

What began with a short-term mission trip to El Salvador nearly six years ago has grown into El Camino 

Coffee, an artisanal coffee company that specializes in single-origin brews.  

Rev. Chris Calhoun, pastor of St. Mark United Methodist Church in Douglas, and Dr. Griff Lindsey, a 

dentist and member of Douglas First United Methodist Church, started the coffee roasting company to 

raise money for mission trips and to support the missions and ministry efforts of the community they 

work with in Ahuachapan, El Salvador. 

They were looking for a sustainable, year-round fundraiser and way to support the El Salvadoran 

community. Coffee made sense: Ahuachapan is in the center of an agricultural region that produces 

primarily coffee, and Rev. Calhoun and Dr. Lindsey, like many others, enjoy a good cup of coffee. 

In the four years since they started El Camino Coffee, Rev. Calhoun and Dr. Lindsey have raised 

thousands of dollars for missions and have had countless opportunities to share their faith and witness to 

customers, suppliers, and anyone interested in their venture. They are eager to share that El Camino 

means “The Way” in Spanish and that Jesus is the way to salvation. 

“Coffee opens the door for conversations about faith and gives us opportunities for evangelism,” Rev. 

Calhoun said, telling stories of suppliers who ask about the origin of the name and how and why the 

company was started. “It gives us opportunities to tell people about the mission and the gospel. For most 

people one of the most difficult parts of being a Christian is witnessing and evangelizing because it can 

be uncomfortable, but this makes it easy to start that conversation.” 

Not only does El Camino Coffee make a difference, it tastes different. Roasted just a few days before 

being purchased, brewed, and enjoyed, it tastes better, connoisseurs say, than the basic store-bought 

brew. Rev. Calhoun and Dr. Lindsey buy 150-pound bags of green coffee beans from growers in El 



 
 

Salvador and roast their coffee in small batches. It’s fresher and more flavorful than the coffee found on 

supermarket shelves because it’s usually less than a week old instead of months or years old. 

“Coffee is like food. Anything that is fresh is better than something that is old and stale,” said Rev. 

Calhoun, who started roasting green coffee beans in a hand-crank Whirley Pop popcorn popper before 

his wife banned him from roasting in the kitchen after he burned the first batch. Back then they could 

only roast about half a pound of coffee per batch and it took more than a month of nightly roasting to 

have enough coffee for one fundraising event. 

Today they roast their coffee beans in an antique Royal Roaster roasting drum. Made in the early 1900s, 

it can roast 20 pounds of coffee per batch, which greatly increases their production. They also recently 

expanded to include a Columbian roast in their coffee lineup. Unlike most store-bought varietals, their 

coffees remain single origin, meaning that the entire one-pound bag of coffee is sourced from a single 

producer, crop, or region in either El Salvador or Columbia.  

They have roasted nearly 1,000 pounds of coffee beans, using the hours together as opportunities to 

bond and strengthen their faith, relationships, and connection to one another.  

They also feel a connection toward the El Salvadoran people and community through the coffee. The 

community they have traveled to and served with since 2011 is deep in the heart of coffee country, so 

buying El Salvadoran coffee beans seemed a good way to stay connected to the people and country they 

had grown to love.  

“I feel like every time we roast coffee we are helping someone a little bit, either by selling the coffee 

and raising some money and going on mission trips … or by supporting the coffee growers in El 

Salvador,” Dr. Lindsey said. 

Interested in learning more about El Camino Coffee or in making a purchase? Visit their Facebook 

page or their soon-to-be-launched website, www.elcaminocoffee.org. Email elcaminocoffee@gmail.com 

or call (912) 381-6970.  

 

Students worship, learn at community-wide 3rd Night services 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Lindsey Conroy, 15, loves seeing fellow believers as she walks through the halls of Columbus High 

School. She may not know all of their names and they don’t all attend the same church, but they are 

connected through a shared faith and, for many, through 3rd Night. 

A community-wide worship service for junior high, high school, and college students, 3rd Night was 

conceived by leaders from The Ridge and is led by five Columbus-area United Methodist church 

leaders. 
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“It’s a place where students can worship, learn, and connect with other Christians,” said Jami Conroy, 

director of education for The Ridge, a United Methodist congregation in Columbus.  

More than 300 students attended the first 3rd Night worship service, held on the third Sunday evening in 

September 2016. When it was announced that the goal of 300 students in attendance had been reached, 

they witnessed The Ridge’s lead pastor, Rev. Jimmy McIlrath, receive a Mohawk haircut on stage. 

Seven months in, nine area congregations and youth groups regularly participate in the monthly worship 

service, with 150 to 250 students regularly attending.  

The music is a huge draw, Jami Conroy says, noting that many youth groups aren’t large enough to have 

their own band. Leaders also work hard to teach relevant lessons, engage students in their walk with 

Christ, and plan fun games and activities. 

“We try to meet the students where they are,” she said. “And it’s like a field trip for their youth group. 

It’s something different that they can look forward to once a month.” 

Seeing a fellow student at 3rd Night makes it easier to have a conversation about faith the next day at 

school, they say. 

“It’s really great to know that there are other people who believe what you believe and who will stand 

up for you and what you believe,” Lindsey Conroy said. “It’s really amazing.” 

 

Now accepting applications for Woods Home in Epworth Acres 

The South Georgia Conference Board of Trustees is now accepting applications for one of the Woods 

Homes in Epworth Acres on St. Simons Island. The estimated date of availability is June 1, 2017. 

Certain criteria must be met in order to live in the Woods Homes, as directed by the Trust which was 

originally established in 1957 when a gift was made to the South Georgia Annual Conference by Dr. and 

Mrs. James A. Wood. The Policy Statement can be viewed here in order for applicants to determine 

eligibility. For further information, please contact Gwen Barber at gbarber781@bellsouth.net. 

 

Celebrating Small Church Leadership and Vitality 

FOCUS ON THE VISION 

DENISE WALTON 

Small churches play a vital role in the mission and ministry of the South Georgia Annual Conference. At 

the 2017 Annual Conference session, the South Georgia Annual Conference, Conference Board of Laity, 

http://www.sgaumc.org/%21JwKCzuV-Gu9Qi+II5ovJgcPzXCbdP0b2qamz--M7jal
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and Connectional Ministries have partnered to provide a luncheon promoting ministry resources for 

small churches.  

Clergy and Laity are encouraged and invited to attend “Celebrating Small Church Leadership and 

Vitality,” the Small Church Leadership Luncheon at the 2017 South Georgia Conference Annual 

Conference. The luncheon is scheduled for Monday, June 5, at 12:30 p.m. at the Jekyll Island 

Convention Center. The cost is $10 per person, payable online or at the door. The registration deadline is 

May 15. 

This time of lunch and learn is intended for clergy and laity. There will be two sessions offered 

simultaneously. The first session is for churches with an average worship attendance of less than 50 

people. The second session is for churches with an average worship attendance between 50 and 100 

people. Both sessions will share vital information for celebrating and strengthening small congregations. 

Guest presenters include Rev. Carrie Myers, pastor of Ashburn/Sycamore Circuit; Dr. Nita Crump, 

superintendent of the Southwest District; and leaders from Discipleship Ministries and Next Step 

Ministries.  

Click here to register 

You may also contact Rev. Earnestine Campbell, Associate Director of Connectional Ministries, with 

any questions, at 912-638-8626 or earnestine@sgaumc.com. 

Rev. Denise Walton serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 

denise@sgaumc.org. 

 

A United Methodist understanding on immigration; an act of Christian compassion  

HISPANIC NEWS 

REV. DANIEL MEDINA 

The “Book of Resolutions” of The United Methodist Church states: “The Bible is full of stories of 

sojourners, strangers without homes, immigrants whom God called people to protect. God did not let the 

Israelites, after their exodus from Egypt, forget that they had been without a homeland for such a long 

time; the ethic of welcoming the sojourner was woven into the very fabric of the Israelite and early 

Christian culture, religion and law.”  

Jesus exemplified the love of God to the world and revealed how we are to act with love and 

compassion for the alien. Actually, Jesus’ most meaningful account of how we should behave once we 

are aware of God’s love is in the story of the Good Samaritan, in which the love of God is conveyed 

through the kindness of an alien.  

From Adam and Eve walking out of Eden to Abraham leaving his land and relatives, from Moses in the 

desert to Ruth the foreign immigrant, from Jesus and his itinerant ministry to Paul and his dual 

https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/smallchurchleadershipluncheon
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citizenship, we find the scriptures filled with stories of God’s people leaving one place and finding 

another to look for a better place to fulfill God’s plans for their lives.  

The radical love of God as expressed by Jesus Christ transcends race, nationality, language, and status. It 

is a love that cries for justice and peace; it is a love that is sorely needed today. 

Rev. Daniel Medina serves as pastor of Nueva Vida United Methodist Church in Macon and associate 

director of Connectional Ministries for Hispanic Ministries. 

 

The Approval of God 

PATHWAY TO HIS PRESENCE 

B.J. FUNK 

Oswald Chambers writes, “Paul is like a musician who does not need the approval of the audience if he 

can catch the look of approval from his Master.” 

That sentence brought a flood of memories into my spirit for until recently I was that one who needed 

the approval of the audience. I believe that’s why God called me to be a pastor in my latter years and 

why he couldn’t call me in my youth. Breathing “Will you like me?” in and out each day, I would have 

been a disaster as a pastoral leader.  

Trying to be a pleaser is a great hindrance to a Christian’s growth and witness. God, who is wise beyond 

my years, instituted a training ground for me. It was hard. It was painful. It was necessary. The journey 

from “Like me?” to “I’m okay if you don’t” was forged through pain, rejection, humiliation and hurt.  

Sometime hurting people ask me, “Why did God do this to me? I try to do the right thing. I go to church. 

I’m not a bad person. Why do I have to face this pain while others seem to go about their day, carefree 

and not even acknowledging God in their lives? Yet, this great pain has come to me?” 

What I want to say I can’t always say, for they are not ready to hear it. When you’ve just buried your 

child, you don’t want to hear how God will use you to help other hurting parents. Telling a newly 

divorced person that God might give her a ministry to troubled marriages is just not smart. However it’s 

true that God has to take us into valleys in order to teach us, groom us, love us and make us worthy for 

the next phase in our lives. We don’t like to hear this, but the truth is that God is always up to something 

deeper in our lives. He is always up to getting us ready to be used by him in this troubled world.  

I’m so thankful that God took up so much time with me, so much patient, loving time that I did not 

deserve. He didn’t criticize or forsake me when I needed the approval of the audience. He lovingly 

brought me safely through that passageway of life to where I now look for only the approval of my 

Master. I’ve never been happier. 

What a precious God we serve. 

The Rev. B.J. Funk, associate pastor of Central UMC in Fitzgerald, has written a book with 50 

devotionals on grief based on her personal experience. “Grief is not a Permanent Condition: 50 



 
 

Devotionals to Help You Through the Grieving Process” points the reader to Jesus and the hope found 

in Him. Visit www.bjfunkgrief.com for more information and to order. Email Rev. Funk at 

bjfunk@bellsouth.net.  

 

God’s Reconciling Love 

Spring Quarter: God Loves Us 

Unit 2: God’s Caring, Saving, and Upholding Love 

Sunday school lesson for the week of April 23, 2017  

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson Scripture: Romans 5:6-11; 8:31-39 

Background Scripture: Romans 5:1-11 8:31-39 

Paul says, “Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ…” (Romans 5:1). Our salvation features justification, peace, and hope. All these are ours by the 

grace of God. And we access that grace through faith in Christ. 

In the background scripture (Romans 5:1-5), Paul introduces a word that he will use twice more in our 

passage. The NRSV translates it as “boast.” While for us, boasting is almost entirely negative as we don’t 

particularly care for boastful people. For Paul, however, the meaning of the word is altogether positive. 

This can be seen in the NKJV, in that the same word is translated “rejoice.” 

Paul says in verses 2, “We boast in our hope…” But lest we think that Paul is promising believers a 

“trouble-free” existence now that they belong to God, he quickly adds in verse 3, “we also boast in our 

sufferings.” The key here is understanding that God uses our sufferings to build into our lives 

“perseverance” which in turn leads to “character.” And, of course, character is the quality that comes from 

having been “proved” (see example 2 Cor. 2:9). At this point, we can truly “rejoice” in the midst of 

suffering knowing that God is at work even in evil things to bring us blessing. And Paul adds at the end of 

verse 4 that suffering can actually lead to hope. Scholars point out that just as resistance to a muscle 

strengthens it, so challenges to our hope can strengthen it. 

We are reminded that the proof of God’s love is in its timing. Twice Paul uses the phrase “While we were 

still” (5:6, 8). The idea is that God’s favorable actions toward us would be better understood if our lives 

had been more favorable. Yet, the mother hugs the child while his face is still dirty and messy. The buyer 

purchases the house while it is broken down and in need of repair. And Christ died for us while we were 

ungodly, powerless, helpless sinners. 

Scholars note, however, that Paul’s use of the “while we were still” phrase implies that our condition is 

different now. While we may have been weak before, the implication is that now we are strong. We are no 

longer the ungodly or sinners. For sure, our condition has changed, but not by anything we’ve done. 

http://www.bjfunkgrief.com/
mailto:bjfunk@bellsouth.net


 
 

Rather, it is precisely because God loves us and Christ died for us “while we were still” that we can be 

different now. 

It is here that Paul adds an even more dramatic word to describe our former state: “enemies.”  

He concludes that God’s favor toward us “while we were enemies” gives us even more reason for 

confidence now that we have been “reconciled to God.” The use of “enemies” makes “reconciled” more 

compelling. The picture here is of an unmerited love that reaches out to save and embrace an adversary. 

Finally, Paul boasts one more time. As we are reminded initially, it was “in our hope,” and then it was “in 

our sufferings.” Now, in verse 11, the boasting reaches its pinnacle as we even boast in God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. And Christ is identified as the agent of our reconciliation, just as he was the agent of 

God’s grace above.  

Making Things Right 

The hallmark of the creation story, scholars inform us, is the recurring assessment that “it was good” (for 

example, Genesis 1:10). Whatever the Lord does, the Lord does well (Mark 7:37). And that is not merely a 

statement of skill, as it could be when applied to human beings. Rather, we affirm a moral quality when we 

say that what God makes is good and right. 

Scholars continue on by saying that the truth of that moral element may best be revealed when things go 

wrong. When sin and unrighteousness prevail in a life or a land, the Lord is unwilling to chalk it up as 

ruined goodness. Instead, we see the recurring pattern of a God who sets out to make things right again. We 

are advised that Creator became Redeemer, seeking to heal what has been broken and to restore what has 

been lost. 

Less we misunderstand, even God’s acts of judgment are part of this praiseworthy pattern. Sometimes we 

mistakenly assume that these acts or even the warning of judgment are products of a God who is “fed up.” 

Yet the Lord is “slow to anger” (Exodus 34:6), reluctant to destroy (Ezekiel 33:11), and ready to relent 

from punishment (Jonah 4:2). Thus, even the judgment of God is an instrument of the larger divine purpose 

to make things right.  

From the world of medicine, sometimes the doctor’s surgical procedure or curative treatment seems severe. 

Yet, the doctors are not being cruel in these situations, but kind. You simply do what has to be done in 

order to set the body free from whatever is wrong with it.  

And that’s the way it is with God’s judgment. The very one who made everything good and right to begin 

with seeks to make things right, even when they are wrong.  

Understanding Making Things Right 

The Greek word for “justification” is built on the same family root words for “right” or “righteous” or 

“righteousness.” So there is a close and natural connection between justification and righteousness. To 

justify is to make right. When someone is justified, he or she is made right. 



 
 

The late William Barclay said that “justification means that God treats the sinner as if he/she had not been a 

sinner at all. Instead of treating the sinner as a criminal to be obliterated, God treats him/her as a child to be 

loved.” 

And Bishop Will Willimon stated that at Aldersgate John Wesley experienced God’s justifying grace. Jesus 

had justified (made right) humanity to God nearly 2000 years before. But that night Wesley “knew” that 

God “had taken away my sins, even mine.” 

In addition, I like the way John R.W. Stott treated the reality of “justification by grace through faith in 

Jesus Christ.” In his book “The Cross of Christ,” he made these four statements: 

1. The source of our justification is the grace of God. 

2. The ground of our justification is the work of Christ. 

3. The means of our justification is faith. 

4. The effect of our justification is union with Christ. 

Making Us Right 

The Apostle Paul makes clear “that all of us have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 

3:23). And Isaiah the prophet makes plain that our righteousness, such as it is, is completely inadequate 

(Isaiah 64:6), yet it is always God’s desire to make things right. So God offers to make us right by means 

of what we call justifying grace. 

Now, Paul proclaims that the righteousness that is available to us is a justification by faith. As scholars 

observe, this idea gets at the great difference between God make me right and me trying to make myself 

right. If it is my doing, then righteousness is accessed by works. But if it is God’s doing, righteousness is 

accessed by faith. 

Regarding the false notion of “works-righteousness,” we humans tend toward two futile instincts. One is to 

pretend that we are already righteous and, consequently, no work needs to be done on anyone’s part. 

However, as the writer of First John writes in his letter: “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 

ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” (I John 1:8). No, we are not already right. 

The other futile instinct of “works-righteousness” is the trap of trying to make ourselves right. The 

suggestion is that perhaps Paul’s image in our scripture lesson of “while we were still weak” (Romans 5:6) 

is a helpful reminder in this respect. We do not have it in ourselves to do what needs to be done. So, 

because we cannot save ourselves, we need a Savior.  

As scholars attest, therefore, God offers to do for us what we need but cannot do for ourselves. God makes 

us right – “justified by his blood” (Romans 5:9). It is a righteousness that flows from Christ’s work rather 

than our own. And that righteousness flows to us when we believe God’s promise and trust Christ’s work. 

There we are justified by faith. 

The one remaining question is this: Why God would do all of this for us? What causes Him to embrace an 

“enemy?” Why should you and I be justified at Christ’s expense? 



 
 

The only possible answer is love, and Paul paints a majestic picture of God’s love. 

We notice in that picture that Paul asks what can separate us from God’s love and not what could make 

God stop loving us. This latter is a common fear among people, that God doesn’t or won’t love them 

anymore. It is a fear born out of our experience of inconsistent human love. Yet for God to stay loving us is 

never a question of Paul’s mind. Love is God’s nature (1 John 4:8). 

 

So the real issue is not whether God stops loving, but whether anything can separate us from that love. And 

in response to that Paul shares perhaps the most beautiful promise in all scripture. “No,” Paul says, “in all 

these things, we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.” For I am convinced that neither 

death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor heights, nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord” (Romans 8:37-39).  

Sadly, many things can separate us from human love, but joyfully nothing can separate us from the love of 

God. 

E. Stanley Jones expressed it like this: “Grace is love favoring us when we are not favorable, loving us 

when we are not lovable, accepting us when we are not acceptable and redeeming us when we are not 

redeemable.” Thanks be to God! 

Action Plan 

1. Have class members discuss what it means to be “justified?” 

2. What do the words “while we were still” (5:6) suggest to class members about the timing of God’s 

love? 

3. What words come to mind when you think of yourself as a “conqueror” in Christ? 

 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

God’s Preserving Love 

Spring Quarter: God Loves Us 

Unit 2: God’s Caring, Saving, and Upholding Love 

Sunday school lesson for the week of April 30, 2017  

By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson Scripture: John 10:1-15 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/


 
 

The prevailing image of this week’s scripture lesson is of shepherds and sheep. Throughout the Old 

Testament, this metaphor was used to describe God’s relationship to God’s people. In this lesson, Jesus 

uses the same rich imagery to explain who he is and what he does. 

If we grew up in the church, chances are very likely that we grew up seeing a picture of the Lord as a 

shepherd. It may not be the same picture, exactly. There are countless versions of it, which in itself is a 

testament to how precious the image is to us. But in Sunday school classrooms, church corridors, Bible 

stories, church parlors and elsewhere, we have seen this kind of picture portrayed. And this is so 

appropriate as visual images are another way of connecting us to the words we read in Scripture. 

Additionally, we have also heard the same cherished image pictured in our music. In all forms of our 

church music, from classical sacred to contemporary praise, we sing about the Lord as a shepherd. And we 

are told that it’s most appropriate because before the image was ever painted by an artist it was sung by the 

psalmist. 

Now, the Bible features a number of references to the Lord as a shepherd. However, before it was familiar 

to us in the 21st century, it was a familiar image for the ancient Israelites and Jews. Scholars inform us that 

it was from the Psalms and the Prophets especially that the Old Testament people of God were acquainted 

with the image of God as a shepherd for the people. Thus, Jesus was building on a well-established 

metaphor when he used this shepherd imagery, both here in John 10 and elsewhere (Mathew 18:12-14; 

Luke 15:3-7).  

So while our continuing association with the shepherd-and-sheep image in Scripture is full of sweet 

quality, the reality is that the world was full of hazards for the sheep. Consequently, this is where Jesus 

begins, by citing those who would sneak into the fold or pen to steal the sheep. And though no culprits are 

actually named here, scholars suggest that it can probably be understood, if we look within its larger 

context and the immediately preceding passage of reported antagonism between the Pharisees and Jesus.  

In contrast to the antagonists (thieves and bandits, strangers to the sheep, and those who don’t care, run 

away, and leave the sheep unattended), Jesus describes the authentic shepherd for the sheep. He does not 

need to sneak into the pen for he is known by both the gate-keeper and the flock. In addition, there is a 

gracious intimacy suggested by the shepherd knowing and calling each sheep by name.  

A central element of the relationship between the sheep and the shepherd is that “they know his voice,” 

whereas “they do not know the voice of strangers.” Surely the voice of its shepherd is what every sheep 

should know. And this becomes our own burning ambition as we seek a greater intimacy with our Lord. 

That amid the myriad of voices calling out to us, we would increasingly know, recognize, and respond 

exclusively to our Shepherd’s voice. 

It is generally understood that sheep pens in Jesus’ day were a configuration of high rock walls, often built 

alongside a building in a town or village, with only one entrance. Sheep were constantly traveling in and 

out of doorways. They came in through the gate for security and rest. Once inside the pen, they were free 



 
 

from predators or thieves. The picture here is that of a good shepherd who really cared about the flock, 

carefully examining each sheep as it entered through the gate.  

The late scholar, William Barclay, suggests that Jesus’ identification of himself as the gate is not separate 

from identifying himself as the shepherd in verse 11. Describing the nature of life out in the open, Barclay 

writes: “What happened was that at night the shepherd himself lay down across the opening (of the pen) 

and no sheep could get out or in except over his body. In the most literal sense the shepherd was the door.” 

Now, in verse 9, we are offered greater insight into Jesus’ role as a gate. He is the one through whom we 

find salvation. And he is also the one who offers security and provision. As I previously stated, going 

through the gate is the sheep’s security. Going out through the gate is their access to pastureland. And, 

whereas, the thief intends destruction and his own interest, the shepherd intends blessings and all that is in 

the best interest of the sheep. 

Scholars remind us that prior to verse 7, Jesus makes no direct reference to himself. Thieves, shepherds, 

gatekeepers, and sheep are all third person. In the second half of the passage, however, Jesus speaks in the 

first person as gate and shepherd. And here, in this specific verse, his first person statement is especially 

profound for he expresses the reason why he came.  

This, according to scholars, is an important theme in the Gospels. On a number of occasions, Jesus reveals 

a reason why he came (for example, Matthew 5:17; Mark 2:17; Luke 12:51; John 18:37). These statements 

are essential to our understanding of the person and work of Christ, for they reflect his own understanding 

of himself. And, in many cases, as in this particular instance, the reason that he came becomes personal 

good news for us.  

In verse 11, we see a notable departure from the norm. We are accustomed to the imagery of sheep and 

shepherds in Scripture, and we cherish the picture and meaning of the Lord as our shepherd. But we are 

unaccustomed to the prospect of the shepherd’s death.  

Here, the good shepherd is seen in contrast to the hired hand who runs at the first sign of trouble. The hired 

hand is motivated entirely by self-interest, which is the opposite of self-sacrifice. Consequently the hired 

hand leaves the sheep unattended, and his example helps us to see the good shepherd more clearly. Though 

we know who the good shepherd is in this passage, the hired hand and the wolf are not identified. 

However, as previously noted, the larger context points out a controversy with the religious leaders of the 

land. And other critiques that Jesus levels against these leaders makes them a real possibility for being 

either the hired hand or wolf. At any rate, they are not seen in a very good light for the people in their care.  

The concluding verses of this passage (10:14-15) are extremely important. Initially, we note again the 

quality of intimacy in the relationship between this shepherd and his sheep. Second, as scholars attest, we 

discover that the intimacy between Jesus and his sheep is an extension of the intimacy between Jesus and 

his Father. And finally, there is the crucial statement of self-sacrifice. Jesus is not a victim in his death: it is 

purposeful and it is voluntary.  



 
 

A Different Picture 

As we are reminded, the biblical tradition of the shepherd metaphor had some standard elements. The good 

shepherd was a sower of provision and security for the flock. On the other hand, the inadequate shepherd 

was negligent or exploitive. But because the sheep were vulnerable and surrounded by a variety of hazards, 

the shepherd was essential to the safety and survival of the flock. 

However, in Jesus’ teaching in John 10, he adds a new and different dimension to the familiar, established 

tradition. Jesus says that the good shepherd “lays down his life for the sheep” (John 10:11). Wow! That’s a 

different picture! 

Now, we recognize that the sheep are in jeopardy; that’s clear enough. But nothing about those cherished 

passages in the Psalms and the Prophets suggested that the shepherd himself was in jeopardy. On the 

contrary, he is the one who is strong and in control. He is the one who is able to provide security for the 

sheep.  

So it is not until Jesus’ teaching in John 10, that we are introduced to the thought of the shepherd being in 

danger. Interestingly enough, Jesus does not even honor those who run from danger (the hired hand) with 

the title of “shepherd.” The authentic shepherd always stays and faces the foe for the sake of his flock. 

Returning for a moment to the kinds of images we probably grew up seeing in our Sunday school 

classrooms, there was the portrait of the shepherd in the 23rd Psalm. The shepherd there was strong, wise 

and peaceful. Then there were the portraits from the New Testament of the shepherd who brought home the 

lost lamb. There again we saw images of strength, love and success. But none of those portrayals caused us 

to imagine the shepherd bleeding and dying. For sure, that is a different picture. 

As scholars point out, of course, that different picture is also a familiar one to us. It’s the picture from 

Good Friday, and it’s the picture of an arrest, trials, whips, mocking, nails, and thorns. We see this picture 

clearly on a hill at Calvary. It’s the picture of a cross! 

In John 10, it’s all the same picture. As we are informed, this chapter is where the Good Shepherd and 

Good Friday come together. The shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  

A Personal Picture 

We have two kinds of pictures on the walls in our homes. I have often said to my wife, “If someone visited 

our home and didn’t know I am a minister, it wouldn’t take them long to figure it out.” Why? Because in 

our den, there are multiple pictures on the walls of various churches we have served. 

Repeating, we have two kinds of pictures on our walls. One kind is the art of personal taste, but that is not 

usually the product of personal experience. 

The second kind of picture, like the picture on our den walls, reflect our personal experience. There are 

photographs of ourselves, our families, and our friends. They are pictures of people we know, places we’ve 



 
 

been, and events we’ve attended. Each picture is a memory. It comes from some moment on our own 

personal time line.  

Now, imagine that we take all the pictures in our home, divide them into those two categories (personal 

taste or personal experience) and put them into two separate rooms. Once we have done that – all the 

pictures have been sorted and divided – someone brings into our house one final picture. It is the portrait of 

the Good Shepherd. In which room do we put that portrait? Where does it belong? 

As scholars have pointed out, the reason that our Sunday school classroom, church hallways and parlors, 

biblical storybooks and curriculum and music are filled with this portrait is precisely because it is meant to 

be personal. After all, it’s the psalmist’s personal testimony. The writer does not simply say that the Lord is 

a shepherd, but rather, “The Lord is my shepherd” (Psalm 23:1). And that is also the certain tone of Jesus’ 

teaching in John 10 as well. “I know my own and my own know me,” Jesus says of his flock” (John 10:14).  

Beloved, the picture of the Good Shepherd belongs with our own personal pictures. It’s a portrait of someone 

we know, and it depicts a love and care that we have experienced. Thanks be to God. 

Action Plan 

1. Identify the traits of the Good Shepherd on one list and the traits of the hired hand on another list. 

Compare. 

2. From the lesson, discuss “the different pictures” of the Good Shepherd. 

3. Even if you have no personal relationship with sheep, how does the metaphor of Jesus as the Good 

Shepherd help you to more fully experience Jesus’ love for you? 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 4/17/2017 edition 

South Georgia Conference Comprehensive School – April 17-18 

The 2017 South Georgia Annual Conference Comprehensive School presents “Foundations 

for Preaching and Teaching: The Eternal God Speaks to These Changing Times.” The school is set for 

April 17-18 in the Spiritual Life Center at The Methodist Home for Children and Youth in Macon. Dr. 

John Oswalt, Professor of Old Testament at Asbury Theological Seminary will be the featured speaker. 

Dr. Oswalt will teach from the Major and Minor Prophets of the Old Testament, to increase the 

confidence and skills of pastors in preaching and teaching the whole of Scripture. Participants may find 

themselves surprised by insights into the relevance of even the Old Testament in leading the Church for 

successful Christian living in the 21st Century. Cost of the seminar is $50, payable online or at the door. 

Fee covers continuing education credit and lunch on Tuesday. In the early 1990s, The South Georgia 

Annual Conference created The Comprehensive School to improve and facilitate quality continuing 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/


 
 

education opportunities for our ministers. Additional details and registration are available 

at www.comprehensiveschool.org. For questions, contact sgacomprehensiveschool@gmail.com. Click 

here to visit the website. Click here to download the brochure. 

South Georgia Eagles’ Picnic – April 20 

The South Georgia Eagles will gather for their annual Eagles Picnic at noon on April 20 at McRae First 

UMC. The McRae United Methodist Men are providing a fish fry lunch with the trimmings; attendees 

are asked to bring a salad or dessert. RSVP to Rev. Buddy Whatley at cbwhatley@hotmail.com. Please 

tell your retired clergy friends that the Eagles are gathering. 

United Methodist Men’s Annual Retreat – April 21-22 

South Georgia’s United Methodist Men will gather for their annual retreat April 21-22 at Epworth By 

The Sea on St. Simons Island, Ga. Rev. Dr. Craig Rikard will be the retreat speaker. Download the 

brochure Housing Registration: Epworth By The Sea. A golf tournament will be held on Friday, April 

21 at Sanctuary Cove Golf Course in Waverly, Ga. Registration Form & Hole Sponsorship 

Early Response Team Training, Hahira – April 22 

An ERT Training will be held Saturday, April 22 at Hahira UMC. The ERT training time is from 8 a.m. 

until 1 p.m. Click here to register. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to 

respond in the immediate aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the 

training, participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive 

an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. Please 

provide proof of background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is also 

included in the cost. To schedule an ERT training/chainsaw training, please contact Luis Morales at 

morhilll@gmail.com. 

The Methodist Children’s Home Celebration Day – April 22 

The Methodist Home for Children and Youth invites you to Celebration Day: An Open House. This 

annual celebration will be held at the Macon campus on Saturday, April 22 from 10:30 a.m. until 2 p.m. 

Goodness grows at The Methodist Home, and guests are invited to tour the Home (tours available at 11 

a.m., 11:30 a.m., noon, 12:30 p.m., and 1 p.m.), meet the children, and plant flower seeds of hope. Also 

enjoy the “Cruisin’ for Kids” car, truck, and motorcycle show, presented by the Middle Georgia 

Mustang Club. 

 

Delicious BBQ lunches, including freshly pulled BBQ pork, baked beans, coleslaw, potato chips, and a 

drink, will be available for $8. And for dessert, grab some goodies at the baked goods table. All 

proceeds benefit the Home's children. Click here to view a flyer 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – April 25 

Click here to register for the April workshop. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this 

workshop is REQUIRED EVERY (3) THREE YEARS for any person serving under appointment by the 

bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). Cost is $35, which includes 

https://www.comprehensiveschool.org/
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http://www.comprehensiveschool.org/
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lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to South Georgia Conference. To register, 

click on the link below. For questions, please email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that spouses 

and lay employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. 

Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training, St. Simons – April 29 

An ERT and Chainsaw Training will be held Saturday, April 29 at St. Simons UMC. The ERT training 

time is from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. and the chainsaw training time is from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. Click here to 

register. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate 

aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, participants will 

receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive an UMCOR ID Badge 

and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. Please provide proof of 

background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the 

cost.  *Chainsaw training requirements: complete and pass ERT training offered in the morning or hold 

current ERT badge. Cost for chainsaw training only is $12. If taken following the ERT class in the 

morning $6. The cost includes your textbook and badge. This chainsaw training will be demonstration 

and lecture style. There must be six participants for a chainsaw course to make. To schedule an ERT 

training/chainsaw training, please contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com.  

Wesley Glen Ministries’ Fish Fry – April 29 

Wesley Glen's annual fish fry is the place to be for good food, good music, and great fellowship. Join us 

for a fun-filled day! Additional Information 

Native American Ministries Sunday – April 30 

On Native American Ministries Sunday, United Methodists cultivate and support urban missions with 

Native Americans and fund scholarships for Native American seminarians. Your annual conference 

retains 50 percent of the offering is to strengthen and develop Native American ministries. However, if 

no Native American ministries exist in the conference, the entire offering is remitted to the General 

Council on Finance and Administration for Native American ministries in other areas. The remaining 50 

percent of the offering expands mission work with the Native American Urban Initiative and provides 

scholarships for Native Americans attending United Methodist and other approved schools of theology. 

Is it easier to learn Native American traditions from a Native American or an Irish American? This is 

why the Native American Ministries Sunday offering is critical – to continue the traditions and nurture 

the gifts of Native Americans. Click here for resources to help promote this special Sunday. 

#millennial: opening our doors conference – May 4-6 

The Southwest District of the South Georgia Conference and Next Step Ministry is sponsoring a 

conference at Veterans Memorial State Park in Cordele, Ga., for clergy and laity May 4-6. The purpose 

will be to aid churches in attracting and engaging young people in our congregations. For more 

information visit the event website at www.swdistrictumc.org.  

Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training, Nashville – May 6 

An ERT and Chainsaw Training will be held Saturday, May 6 at Nashville UMC. The ERT training time 

mailto:cpcassistant@sgaumc.com
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingStSimonsUMC
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTTrainingStSimonsUMC
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is from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. and the chainsaw training time is from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. Click here to 

register. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate 

aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, participants will 

receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive an UMCOR ID Badge 

and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. Please provide proof of 

background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the 

cost.  *Chainsaw training requirements: complete and pass ERT training offered in the morning or hold 

current ERT badge. Cost for chainsaw training only is $12. If taken following the ERT class in the 

morning $6. The cost includes your textbook and badge. This chainsaw training will be demonstration 

and lecture style. There must be six participants for a chainsaw course to make. To schedule an ERT 

training/chainsaw training, please contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com. 

 

Early Response Team Training, Bainbridge – May 13 

An ERT Training will be held Saturday, May 13 at Bainbridge First UMC. The ERT training time is 

from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. Click here to register. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals 

and teams to respond in the immediate aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per 

participant. At the training, participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the 

course will receive an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before 

receiving badges. Please provide proof of background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are 

applicable. Lunch is also included in the cost. To schedule an ERT training/chainsaw training, please 

contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com. 

Early Response Team Training, Macon – May 13 

An ERT Training will be held Saturday, May 13 at Mulberry Street UMC in Macon. The ERT training 

time is from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. Click here to register. Early Response Team Trainings help equip 

individuals and teams to respond in the immediate aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is 

$25 per participant. At the training, participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and upon 

completing the course will receive an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-shirt. Background checks are required 

before receiving badges. Please provide proof of background check. Safe Sanctuaries background 

checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the cost. To schedule an ERT training/chainsaw 

training, please contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com. 

Magnolia Manor Sunday – May 14 

Magnolia Manor is a ministry of The United Methodist Church and serves older adults of all faiths 

throughout South Georgia. On this Special Sunday, South Georgia United Methodists are asked to take 

up a special offering to support this vital ministry.  To learn more about Magnolia Manor visit 

www.magnoliamanor.com.  

Local Pastors’ Licensing School – May 18-27 
Local Pastors’ Licensing School is a “crash course” in being a pastor for those who want to be available 

for appointment to a church or charge as a licensed local pastor. Those who are licensed for pastoral 
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ministry make a commitment to continue their education beyond Licensing School either through the 20 

classes of the Basic Course of Study or through a Masters of Divinity degree from a United Methodist 

approved seminary. The 2017 Local Pastors’ Licensing School will be held May 18-27 on the campus of 

Emory University in Atlanta. The school is open only to certified candidates. Visit 

www.sgaumc.org/localpastorslicensingschool for more information.  

 

Scripture Readings – April 17 

April 23 

Second Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

Psalm 16 (UMH 748) 

1 Peter 1:3-9 

John 20:19-31 

April 30 

Third Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 (UMH 837) 

1 Peter 1:17-23 

Luke 24:13-35 

May 7 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:42-47 

Psalm 23 (UMH 754 or 137) 

1 Peter 2:19-25 

John 10:1-10 
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