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Father and son serve downtown Brunswick church 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

In the late 1800s, Mary and Charles Shepard were faithful members of Brunswick First United 

Methodist Church. Their daughter Lillian married George Bright Culpepper, a Methodist minister. 

Today, more than 100 years later, the Shepard’s great-great grandson, Dr. Wright Culpepper, and great-

great-great grandson, Rev. Bill Culpepper, are following in their footsteps, serving and worshiping in the 

same downtown Brunswick church. 

Dr. Culpepper, an ordained elder, was appointed Brunswick First UMC’s senior pastor upon Rev. Jim 

McIlrath’s June retirement. He will continue his work at Faithworks and his chaplaincy ministry at the 

Southeast Georgia Heath System. Rev. Culpepper is an ordained deacon and will work with the 

congregation and community in that capacity, teaching, preaching, and serving. 

Both have deep roots in Glynn County. Dr. Culpepper has served in the area for 29 years and is well-

known for his work with the homeless community and those in need through Faithworks, the 

nondenominational social services ministry he leads. Though Rev. Culpepper recently moved from 

Macon where he served Mulberry Street United Methodist Church for six years, he grew up on St. 

Simons Island and graduated from Glynn Academy, which happens to sit directly behind Brunswick 

First UMC. 

With their ties to the community and a shared love for the area, the appointments made sense, the 

Culpeppers said. 

“We’ve always had a fondness for this particular congregation,” Dr. Culpepper said. 

While there are several father-son pastors in the South Georgia Conference, it’s unusual, perhaps 

unheard of in the South Georgia Conference, for a father and son to co-pastor a church, but the 

Culpeppers say that church and conference leaders are willing to give it a shot. 

And though just a few weeks in, things seems to be going well so far, Rev. Culpepper said. 



 
 

They will share responsibilities, with the elder Culpepper preaching three Sundays a month and the 

younger taking the fourth. They plan to co-pastor the congregation by age, with those 40 and older being 

pastored by Dr. Culpepper and those younger than 40 being served by Rev. Culpepper. They will both 

make hospital visits and both of their office doors will be open to the whole congregation. 

“We want the entire church to be able to come to either of us,” Rev. Culpepper said. 

“They’re getting a 60-year-old brain and 30-year-old legs,” Dr. Culpepper said. 

One of Rev. Culpepper’s main goals will be to foster relationships with faculty, staff, and families of 

next-door Glynn Academy. 

“We want to find ways to adopt that community, to show them love, and to give them opportunities to 

worship,” he said.  

The hope is that the congregation would first focus on serving Glynn Academy and then expand to 

include nearby Glynn Middle School and, beyond that, more Glynn County schools. 

Dr. Culpepper, who has a parish mentality towards ministry, wants Brunswick First UMC to be a vibrant 

downtown church.  

“The church … needs to equip members to take care of a community,” he said. “I love ministry beyond 

the walls of the church.” 

Rev. Culpepper grew up watching his dad serving and caring for those society often overlooks and joked 

that his dad should have gone down a slightly different ministerial path.  

“He should have been a deacon,” he said, alluding to the fact that his father serves the poor, the sick, and 

the oppressed, just as deacons are called to do. “We say deacons have one foot in the church and one 

foot in the world, and that’s what he does.” 

As Dr. Culpepper ponders the working relationship he and his son have he thinks back to his own father 

and grandfather who together formed Culpepper and Culpepper, attorneys at law. There’s a history of 

fathers and sons working together in the Culpepper family.  

Though they’re not practicing law, they hope to be in ministry together for years. 

“We’re now Culpepper and Culpepper, purveyors of grace.”  

 

Bishop Bryan presents Vital Signs Assessment Tool to Conference 

The “Alive Together in Worship” theme was woven throughout the 2017 Annual Conference session as 

Dr. Lovett Weems, Distinguished Professor of Christian Leadership at Wesley Theological Seminary, 



 
 

taught three sessions based on his book, “Overflow: Increase Worship Attendance and Bear More Fruit.” 

Each of the sessions was geared toward helping the conference achieve its goal of increasing average 

worship attendance by 10 percent. 

To accompany the teaching moments and help congregations and individuals, Bishop Bryan created a 

“Vital Signs for Healthy Congregations Assessment Tool.” It can be used for personal reflection as well 

as to help direct critical conversations within local congregations.  

“Worship is the primary arena in which we experience firsthand what it means to be Alive Together in 

Christ,” Bishop Bryan said. “So when I think about vital signs in terms of the life of the Church, I 

immediately think of worship.” 

The Vital Signs Assessment Tool uses the 4-D process (Discover, Dream, Design, Deliver) to help laity, 

clergy, and congregations gauge their health, vitality, and wellness as they seek to become more Alive 

Together in Christ through worship. 

The resource includes practical steps for increasing worship attendance and should be used regularly. 

Click here to access it and other helpful resources. 

Teaching Moment #1 - Dr. Lovett Weems  

Teaching Moment #2 - Dr. Lovett Weems 

Teaching Moment #3 - Dr. Lovett Weems 

 

Equip yourself for effective ministry at Pathways 

Download the Pathways brochure here 

Register online here 

 

Churches looking for new ideas, networking opportunities and practical, quality training for their 

pastors, parishioners, staff and leaders need look no further than this year’s Pathways leadership training 

event. 

Scheduled for Saturday, August 26 at Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner Robins, the training 

event will offer participants more than 30 workshops to choose from, each designed to help 

congregations become healthier and to fulfill the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ. The event 

will begin with a time of worship and gathering time around creativity in ministry. 

The training, which starts at 9:30 a.m. and lasts until 4 p.m., features workshops on a variety of subjects, 

from children and youth-focused workshops to spiritual discipline workshops to those focused on 

missions and outreach. The design team urges local church leaders to carpool to the event to minimize 

http://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/SGA+UMC+Vital+Signs+.pdf
http://www.sgaumc.org/vitalsigns
https://vimeo.com/221361125
https://vimeo.com/221361523
https://vimeo.com/221361934
http://files/websites/www/Pathways2017.pdf
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/%21HXt4-PfbRMYrXzmzaegFxj-rdB9vGkiuZITdzF5Wly9


 
 

travel costs and to maximize the benefits of the day by continuing the learning conversation during the 

return trip. 

 

The conference cost $25 per person. A boxed lunch from Chick-fil-A is included in the registration fee. 

Safe Sanctuaries compliant childcare is available for newborn to fifth-grade children at a cost of $10 per 

child which covers the cost of their lunch. Pre-registration is required for childcare. .5 CEU credits are 

available for this event. 

 

For questions, contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com. 

 

UMC School of Congregational Development to be held in Atlanta 

You’re invited to “Join Us at The Lord’s Table,” and this year the table is close to home! 

The UMC School of Congregational Development will be held here in Georgia Aug. 17-20 at Peachtree 

Road UMC in Atlanta. This is the premier event in The United Methodist Church for equipping clergy 

and laity to lead vital, dynamic, life-changing congregations. Sponsored by Discipleship Ministries, 

Global Ministries, and Path 1, this year’s event is being hosted by the North Georgia Conference, 

Candler School of Theology, and Gammon Seminary.  

“We will be offering tracts for clergy and laity for small churches, large churches, new churches, 

Hispanic churches, Korean churches, and for conference leaders as well,” said Rev. Dr. Phil Schroder, 

Director of Congregational Development for the North Georgia Conference and part of the planning 

team.  

Dozens of workshops will be offered by an impressive faculty of more than 100 presenters including 

Nadia Bolz-Weber, Junius B. Dotson, Bishop Ken Carter, Thomas Kemper, and Bishop Sue Haupert-

Johnson. 

Registration includes event materials and full participation in all activities, plus boxed lunches Friday 

and Saturday.  

For those who won’t be attending the full event but would like to attend the Thursday plenary, “An 

Evening with Nadia Bolz-Weber,” tickets are available for that night only. Bolz-Weber’s address is 

titled “500 Years of Reformation – So, What Now?” (Those who have registered for the school do not 

need to buy an additional ticket.) 

On Sunday, North Georgia Conference churches will have an opportunity to “Show Their Work” as 

attendees are invited to visit an Atlanta-area United Methodist Church. Schroeder thinks this time in 

worship is one of the most valuable opportunities of the week. 

mailto:allison@sgaumc.com
http://www.cvent.com/events/scd-2017-atlanta/event-summary-f979c4406a8343cc8b1dfe35c8da5d18.aspx


 
 

“School of Congregational Development has always been a gift to me because I have been able to 

worship in some of our most innovative churches around the country,” he said. “One of my 

congregational development colleagues and I would see just how many churches we could visit for 

worship in the weekend after the school was ending. That is why we wanted to encourage people to stay 

for Sunday and worship in local churches across North Georgia. It’s one thing to hear about the work of 

these churches; it’s another to actually see them in action and to have discussions with key leaders.” 

Find information, registration, and schedule at www.scdumc.org.  

In conjunction with the School of Congregational Development, the SEJ College of Bishops will meet in 

Atlanta that week as will the SEJ Directors of Connectional Ministries. 

 

Alive Together in Worship 

FROM THE BISHOP 

R. LAWSON BRYAN 

Our annual conference theme, “Alive Together in Christ,” prepared us well for the theme that will guide 

us over the next 12 months, “Alive Together in Worship.” One of the primary ways of being alive 

together in Christ is through the experience of meaningful worship. These words from Alfred 

Tennyson’s poem, “Strong Son of God, Immortal Love,” always remind me of the reason worship is so 

important. Tennyson writes: 

Our little systems have their day;  

They have their day and cease to be:  

They are but broken lights of thee,  

And thou, O Lord, art more than they. 

Worship connects us with the God who is greater than all of our plans and systems, greater than our 

problems and sorrows, greater than our arguments and divisions. Our goal of a 10 percent increase in 

average worship attendance is not driven by a fixation on numbers. Rather, this goal expresses our desire 

that growing numbers of people come to know the God who is “more than” all we face in life.  

This is the God who is revealed in Jesus Christ and who lives among us through the power of the Holy 

Spirit. But people of all ages need worship opportunities where they can experience for themselves the 

God who is greater than all human schemes. 

As a child I was deeply affected by the strong sounds of the pipe organ at Bainbridge First UMC. The 

deep tones told me that there is something so solid in life that nothing in the world can shake it. As a 

teenager I experienced Jesus’ presence outdoors during an evening service at youth camp and I 

http://www.scdumc.org/


 
 

consciously asked Christ to come into my heart. As a college student I experienced God’s presence in 

worship services designed and led by students at the campus Wesley Foundation.  

From cathedrals to camp meetings, true worship connects us to the greatness of God. We need that more 

than ever today. We are experts at information but what our world needs is transformation. Worship 

transforms us. We will eventually become what we worship. Let us focus our attention on being Alive 

Together in Worship. 

Have you begun using the Vital Signs handout that was distributed at annual conference? That resource 

is full of practical steps for increasing worship attendance. For your convenience, click here to access 

the Vital Signs handout and additional resources. 

Please let your district superintendent know your congregation’s 10 services of highest worship 

attendance during the past 12 months. Which of those services is coming next? What made it such a 

high attendance service last year? What are your dreams for that worship service this year? Who else 

needs to be involved in preparing for that service? 

Alive Together in Worship, 

Lawson Bryan  

 

John Wesley found some alive churches and some dead ones 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 

DAVE HANSON 

John Wesley liked to preach in congregations that were alive together in Christ. But he often found 

congregations that were dead.  

In his journal he would comment about such congregations, saying such things as, “That poor, dumb 

congregation didn’t understand as much as the benches upon which they sat.” Or, “The mules which 

brought them to church understood more than they.” He told one church they were “the stupidest, most 

stubborn congregation he ever saw.”  

Sometimes he saw a glimmer of life in these dead congregations. He said such things as, “These dry 

bones may yet live!” or, “For so long we have plowed in this dry sand, now we begin to see some life.” 

How thrilled he was when he found congregations who were alive together in Christ. 

 

Jeremiah's Call and Commission 

http://www.sgaumc.org/vitalsigns
http://www.sgaumc.org/vitalsigns


 
 

Summer Quarter: God’s Urgent Call 

Unit 2: Calling of the Prophets 

Sunday School Lesson for the week of July 16, 2017 

By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

Lesson Scripture: Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Background Scripture: Jeremiah 1 

Key Verse: “‘Don’t be afraid of them, because I’m with you to rescue you,’ declares the Lord.” (Jer.1:8) 

Purpose: To recognize that we can be reluctant and afraid when confronted with a divine challenge. 

Bible Lesson 

The last two weeks’ lessons examined the call of Moses in the Book of Exodus and the prophet Isaiah in 

the Book of Isaiah. In those lessons we discovered that the prophetic calls were unexpected and led to 

self-examinations and the declarations of imperfections, and hesitancy. This week’s lesson examines the 

prophet, Jeremiah, again, a prophet’s call of reluctance, and a prophet coined as the “weeping prophet.”  

Historical Background 

The “Adult Bible Studies’” author’s historical account: The prophet began his career during the reign of 

Josiah, around 626 BCE King Josiah is famous in Jewish history for his religious reforms, including an 

attempt to align the national policies of Judah with his concept of the Mosaic covenant. Jeremiah was 

encouraged by Josiah’s attempts at reform but became increasingly disenchanted with Judah’s kings 

who ruled after Josiah’s death. He was an unpopular prophet for a number of reasons, not least of 

which was his call for submission to the Babylonian Empire, which he believed was being used by God 

to punish the people and the kings of Judah for their sin. While Jeremiah was pleased with some of 

Josiah’s reforms, even these did not go far enough for the prophet. He believed God required much 

more than proper religious rituals. He insisted God cares more about righteousness and justice than 

religious rites and ceremonies. 

Jeremiah’s Background 

Jeremiah is reluctant to receive the call to prophesy. His mission is to speak a critical prophetic message 

from God to the kings and the people of Judah. The consequences of their sinful ways would be 

calamity and destruction if they did not repent and turn back to God.  

Jeremiah is the son of Hilkiah, a priest who was in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin. (Jer. 1:1) He is 

very young when God calls and commissions him. According to the author of “Reading the Old 

Testament,” he estimates that he was born in 627 and called to prophesy in 609. So, possibly Jeremiah 

was 18 years old when he began his ministry. Jeremiah realizes that a call of this magnitude is daunting 

because of a corrupt and disobedient Judah, a youngster called to do what would seem to be a grown-up 

mission: 



 
 

Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before I formed you 

in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you;  

I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” Then I said, “Ah, Lord God!  

Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” Jer. 1:4-6 

God knows our purpose(s) before we are formed and spiritually developed. He calls us into action 

according to his purpose and provides care and protection, even when the times are frightening and 

challenging in our lives. God’s divine power provides prevenient grace for Jeremiah’s call to action. (He 

already knows Jeremiah's age, but that wasn’t a challenge.) We see this as He provides reassurance to 

Jeremiah’s renunciation in Verse 6: 

But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’;  

for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak  

whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them,  

for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.” Jer. 1:7-8 

The guardian spirit of God is not only provided for the young but for all who love Him. His prevenient 

grace exists before and without reference to anything that humans have done. God is almighty and all-

powerful, and there is no other higher power. Jeremiah's commissioning is during an era of idolatry, 

injustices, political turmoil, and nefarious leaders and countries. His message also confronts the acts of 

ritualism absorption and the decay of righteousness, and lost land. Jeremiah’s message of condemnation 

is just as strong as the prophets Amos, Hosea and Isaiah. He warns against the policies of going first to 

Assyria and then to Egypt for political gain (Jer. 2:1-18), he admonishes the people for their acts of lusts 

after pagan idols (Jer. 2:23-24), condemnation of the oppression of the poor and powerless (Jer. 2:33-

34), and widespread adultery and fornication (Jer 5:7-8). Even though Jeremiah’s message was an 

admonishment of their sins, it was also a call to repentance and to turn back to Yahweh. Unlike, the 

other prophets, Jeremiah is emotional and weeps for the people. He is coined as the “weeping prophet” 

because of the sinful ways, his great sensitivity to what God asks and to what humans need to find. 

Jeremiah carries personal pain when the people refuse to hear the message and reject God. 

Questions to ponder:  

Where are weaknesses and the need to receive God’s reassurance of His prevenient grace in your life?  

Where is God calling you to action in your home, community, church or the world? How will you 

respond? If you have responded, what were the experience and the outcome? 

Conclusion 

The examination of self may prove to be challenging and uncomfortable, but it is a worthy exercise to 

draw closer to God. It will help to develop, strengthen us to hear and act on God’s purpose for our lives, 

and to reprove those things that are not beneficial and cause us to be distant from Him. 

Closing Prayer 



 
 

God, we pray that we be cognizant that age, gender, ethnicity, community, governing body, and other 

factors, do not hinder your call in our lives. Let us hear, obey and respond. Amen. 

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. Contact her 

at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  

Footnote: Adult Bible Studies Series Fall 2017 and Reading the Old Testament, Lawrence Boadt. 

(Paulist Press) are used as content sources for this lesson. 

 

Ezekiel’s Call  

Summer Quarter: God’s Urgent Call 

Unit 2: Calling of the Prophets 

Sunday School Lesson for the week of July 23, 2017 

By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

Lesson Scripture: Ezekiel 3:1-11 

Background Scripture: Jeremiah 1–3 

Key Verses: He said to me: Human one, listen closely, and take to heart every word I say to you. Then 

go to the exiles, to your people’s children. Whether they listen or not, speak to them and say: The Lord 

God proclaims! (Ezekiel 3:10-11) 

Purpose: To depend on the teachings of Scripture for help in rising above seemingly insurmountable 

obstacles. 

Bible Lesson 

This week’s lesson examines the fourth prophet’s call in this unit. Last week’s lesson was the Call and 

Commission of Jeremiah. We can surmise at this point, as we investigate Ezekiel, that these calls to 

prophesy and mission have been ecstatic and the responses humility. We will review Ezekiel’s life and 

his call experience. 

Historical Background 

The “Adult Bible Studies’” author’s historical account: He was taken from Jerusalem to Babylon during 

the first deportation in 597 BCE Many of those among the ruling classes in Judah were taken into 

captivity at this time, a full ten years before the final fall of Jerusalem in 587 BCE Ezekiel’s message 

was similar to that of Jeremiah. He warned the people of Judah that God’s judgment was coming soon. 

mailto:earnestine@sgaumc.com


 
 

Those who paid attention to this warning and changed their ways would be spared; those who ignored 

the warning would suffer severe consequences. Ezekiel speaks emphatically of the individual’s 

responsibility to obey God. 

Ezekiel’s Call 

 Chapter 1 describes the “Lord’s glory” that Ezekiel envisions. Here again we see that God 

appears gloriously.  

 Chapter 2 begins with God speaking to the prophet. God is always clear in His commands. He 

exclaims the disobedience and disheartening state of the Israelite people, calling them a 

“traitorous and rebellious people” (verse 3). God also tells Ezekiel just as He had told Jeremiah 

“not to be afraid” of his fellow Israelites (verse 6). At the end of Chapter 2, Ezekiel tells of a 

strange instruction given to him: “Open your mouth and eat what I give you” (verse 8). He is 

then given a scroll with “songs of mourning, lamentation, and doom” (verse 10). 

 Chapter 3:1-3: God tells Ezekiel to “eat this scroll and go, speak to the house of Israel.” The 

lesson’s author notes, “We find the phrase ‘house of Israel’ throughout Ezekiel’s prophecy, and 

rarely is it used in a flattering way. It describes those who have violated God’s covenant.” This 

hard and dangerous mission accompanies a bitter command (mourning, lamentation, and doom) 

that contrarily tastes “as sweet as honey” (verse 3). God can do mysterious and miraculous 

works, even during times of hardships, heartaches, disappointments, and our transgressions. 

Psalm 34:8 states “O taste and see that the Lord is good.” God is kind and merciful to all His 

people. His divine goodness is transformational in our lives and crucial to our existence.  

Comparison of Ezekiel to Jeremiah and Isaiah 

 The Book of Ezekiel’s popularity falls short of the books of Isaiah and Jeremiah: 

o Scholars believe that the reasons are that its writing is more of a gloom and doom 

message; 

o It is also difficult to understand because of it mystical images, as well as the strange 

worship experiences. These images and worship experiences were probably 

understandable for the audiences of that era but not are difficult for modern readers. 

Ezekiel’s message also expands beyond God’s concern of Judah and Israel, thus 

expanding beyond these borders. 

o Ezekiel is a prophet that is called in exile. The book’s opening verses state that his call is 

during the fifth year of the exile (593 BCE). Jeremiah was later forced to exile in Egypt 

where he died. 

 He was both a prophet and priest like Jeremiah.  

 Ezekiel’s style of message shows freedom and priestly training in his speech more so than 

Jeremiah’s.  

 Ezekiel speaks more of the Lord’s movement in a mystical way, such as lifting him up and 

transporting him places, and of the spirit of the Lord moving him. 

 Ezekiel preached in the last few years before the fall (593 to 586), not the length of Jeremiah’s 

ministry, but still prophetic and prolific.  

Conclusion 



 
 

 The call of Ezekiel and the other prophets examined in this unit demonstrates that God calls in 

various ways.  

 The personality and style of the prophets are different. We see that with Jeremiah, a more 

sensitive, personal and emotional prophet. No one person is the same, and that’s acceptable to 

God. 

 The called may have some differences in focuses in their messages based on the issues and the 

audience of that time. The messages all denounce disobedience to God. 

 The resolution to disobedience is to repent and obey God. The consequence of continuing 

disobedience is the calamity, destruction, and banishment of the people and land. We must 

examine carefully today the message from God and our call to action. 

The key verses 10-11 teach us that when we speak a message of righteousness, justice, and deliverance 

from oppression, we will face opposition, hardened heads, and hearts. We are still to proclaim the Word 

of the Lord within and outside of our borders, and to speak truth to powers and tyrannical behaviors.  

Serenity Prayer, St. Francis of Assisi 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to change the things I can, and 

wisdom to know the difference. Amen. 

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. Contact her 

at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  

Footnote: Adult Bible Studies Series Fall 2017 and Reading the Old Testament, Lawrence Boadt. 

(Paulist Press) are used as content sources for this lesson. 

 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. Dr. G. Ross Freeman 

The Rev. Dr. G. Ross Freeman, age 93, of Conyers, died Monday, July 3, 2017, at The Magnolias 

assisted living facility following an extended illness. A Service of Committal for the family was held on 

Friday, July 7. The Reverend Randall Smith and Pastor Stephen Posey, Jr. officiated. Pallbearers were 

the grandsons. A Memorial Service followed at Statesboro First United Methodist Church with the 

Reverend Jimmy Cason officiating. 

Dr. Freeman was born in Stillmore to Lester and Ollie Ross Freeman. He grew up in Tennille, 

graduating from Tennille High School. He was educated at Mercer (1940-43), Oglethorpe (Bachelors), 

Emory (Masters), and LaGrange (Doctorate). 

mailto:earnestine@sgaumc.com


 
 

Dr. Freeman was a United Methodist minister for 52 years before his retirement in 1993. He served as 

Macon City Missionary (beginning when a student at Mercer at age 17), the Darien Circuit (at age 19), 

the Baxley Circuit, the Woodstock Circuit, as Director of the 13-state, interdenominational and inter-

racial Church Development Program, as Associate Dean for Administration and Director of Supervised 

Ministry at Candler School of Theology for 15 years. Then, beginning in June 1969, he was Pastor of 

Statesboro First United Methodist Church. Dr. Freeman was Superintendent of the Macon District and 

then Executive Secretary of the Southeastern Jurisdiction Council on Ministries for 10 years, followed 

by 7 years as Editor of the Wesleyan Christian Advocate, the statewide newspaper of United Methodists. 

He had a world-wide reputation as a leader in his denomination and was recognized as a dynamic 

preacher and spiritual mentor to many. 

Dr. Freeman was predeceased by his parents and three brothers: Lester Monroe, Maynard and Ramus. 

He and his wife Bess (who died in 2010) had three children, nine grandchildren, 27 great grandchildren 

and four great-great grandchildren. Their daughter, Joye Hancock, a retired teacher living in Eatonton; 

son, the Reverend Dr. George R. Freeman, Jr. (Peggy-Ann) is “Retired Supply” Pastor of Mt. Zion 

UMC, Ellenwood, GA; daughter, Merrie, is married to the Reverend Steve Posey, now “Retired Supply” 

Pastor of Hopewell UMC, Glennville. Also surviving him is his sister, Catherine (Charles) Orr of 

Tennille and brother, Oran (Sara) Freeman of Riverdale, and sisters in law, Martha Freeman of 

Knoxville, TN and Betty Freeman of Tennille.  

 

Scripture Readings – July 10 

July 16 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 25:19-34 

Psalm 119:105-112 or Psalm 25 (UMH 756) 

Romans 8:1-11 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

July 23 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 28:10-19a 

Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 (UMH 854) 

Romans 8:12-25 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

July 30 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 29:15-28 

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b (UMH 828) 



 
 

Romans 8:26-39 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 7/10/2017 edition 

2017 Mission u – July 13-16 

Mission u, the mission education event of the South Georgia Conference, will be held July 13 through 

July 26, 2017, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. The annual event is co-sponsored by the 

conference United Methodist Women and the conference Outreach team. 

Download the brochure / Room reservation form 

Click here for leader biographies 

Click here for an overview of the studies 

Camp Connect: Elementary Camp 2 – July 17-21 

Elementary Camps, intended for rising 4th-5th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth of fun 

activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 

fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, art, games galore, hilarious morning shows, and 

evenings of campwide games and worship. All camps are held at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons 

Island and will begin at 3 p.m. on Monday and conclude at 11 a.m. on Friday (no lunch will be provided 

on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week and will need to bring bedding.  Click here for a 

complete list of what to pack.  Counselors are provided. Please read the camp policies before 

registering.  Both the Camp Connect Policies and Procedures Form as well as a legible copy of the 

front/back of camper's insurance card are required for check-in. Contact the Office of Connectional 

Ministries at (912) 638-8626 with any questions. Click here to register. 

Georgia Pastor’s School – July 17-20 

Georgia Pastor’s School provides inspiration, education, fellowship, fun and relaxation for North and 

South Georgia clergy and their families. The school is supported by the tuition of attendees, an 

endowment established by the board of managers, an annual gift from the North Georgia Conference, 

and the generous contributions of our sponsors who provide refreshments during breaks and fellowship 

times. www.georgiapastorsschool.org 

North Central District Camp Meeting – July 23-26 

The North Central District Camp Meeting will be held at 7 p.m. each evening July 23 through July 26 at 

the Adrian Camp Ground. 

Christian Education Sunday – Aug. 20 

Christian Education Sunday “calls the Church as the people of God to be open to growth and learning as 

disciples of Jesus Christ.” 

https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2017+mission+u+brochure+1.pdf
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2017+mission+u+brochure+2.pdf
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2017+mission+u+study+leaders+bio+sheet.pdf
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/2017+mission+u+study+overviews.pdf
http://www.sgaumc.org/whattopack
http://www.sgaumc.org/whattopack
http://www.sgaumc.org/camppolicies
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/files_library/camp+connect+behavior+policies+and+procedures.pdf
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/Elementary22017
http://www.georgiapastorsschool.org/


 
 

Pathways to Discipleship – Aug. 26 

Pathways to Discipleship is scheduled for Saturday, Aug. 26 at Trinity UMC in Warner Robins. This 

training event helps resource local churches and strengthen connections among churches, clusters, 

districts, and ministries, for making disciples. We become more Alive Together in Christ as we seek to 

live out the vision God has given, putting us on the path to spiritual health and congregational vitality. 

The 2017 workshop listing along with online registration will be available June 14, 2017. If you have 

any questions, please contact Allison Lindsey, allison@sgaumc.com.  

Methodist Children's Home Work Day Offering – Sept. 17 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering to support 

the ministry of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth. The Work Day Offering for the Methodist 

Home is a tradition from the 1900s, a time when people, mostly farmers, donated the equivalent of one 

day’s wages to the Methodist Home. Sometimes they would load a freight car with cotton or peanuts and 

send it to Macon. Today folks just use a calculator. The amount of the work day offering can be 

calculated quite simply: Divide your annual income by 365 (farmers didn’t take vacation days.) For 

example, if a person made $60,000 a year, it would be $60,000 divided by 365 = $164. Whether you 

give cotton or a check, be assured that your gift will bring hope and a new lease on life to the more than 

400 children and families they serve every day. To learn more about this incredible ministry of our 

conference visit www.themethodisthome.org.  

Sexual Ethics Workshop – Sept. 21 

A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 21 at Tifton First 

United Methodist Church. Click here to register for the September workshop. According to the 

Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is REQUIRED EVERY (3) THREE YEARS for any 

person serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed 

lay speakers). Cost is $35, which includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to 

South Georgia Conference. For questions, please email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that 

spouses and lay employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. 

 

mailto:allison@sgaumc.com
http://www.themethodisthome.org/
http://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshop-September212017
mailto:cpcassistant@sgaumc.com

