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5 ways congregations can serve schools 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

School starts this week or has already started for many in South Georgia, and with the inevitable flurry 

of back-to-school activity comes the question: how can we serve our schools and students? Each act of 

service usually has a need associated with it, but at the heart of every action or program should be 

sharing hope and God’s love. Here are a few practical ways to step outside the walls of the church and 

minister to the schools and the community: 

1. Pray 

Pray for the students, teachers, administrators, and support personnel of your neighborhood school(s), 

and pray for them by name when possible (most schools have websites that include staff names). Pray 

that love, unity, and peace would reign in the schools. 

Host or take part in a prayer walk. Wrightsville First United Methodist Church helped organize a prayer 

walk at the Johnson County Elementary School, Johnson County Middle School, and Johnson County 

High School. Church members, students, teachers, administrators, and others from the community 

gathered on Aug. 1 to pray for their schools and community. 

“We are trying to change the culture of Johnson County, and to do that we need to pray,” said Rev. Kirk 

Hagan, pastor of Wrightsville First UMC. “We are responsible for making it the place we want it to be.” 

2. Start a backpack ministry 

While school breakfast and lunch programs help hungry students get through the school day, what do 

children eat during weekends and when school is not in session?  To help bridge that gap, several South 

Georgia United Methodist churches have programs like Forest Hills UMC’s BackPack Ministry. 

Nearly 350 volunteers will help feed more than 1,400 students at 21 schools in three counties this school 

year, said BackPack Ministry director Brenda Lambert, who said that the ministry also provides school 

supplies and uniforms.  



 
 

Each week, backpacks are filled with snacks and easy-to-open foods and then hand delivered to each 

student on Fridays. 

“We are not only providing food, but we are forming relationships with the schools, the counselors, the 

teachers, the principals, and the children,” Lambert said. “The volunteers give the children hugs, they tie 

shoes. The children know they are cared about.” 

Not every church can or needs to serve 21 schools and feed 1,400 students each week. Start small with 

one school or partner with an already existing ministry. 

3. Find a need and meet it 

Find out what projects are important at a nearby school and donate the supplies. Or ask what the school 

lacks and provide what they need. That’s what Epworth United Methodist Church in Columbus has done 

with Allen Elementary School. The school’s clinic is chronically short on funds to purchase necessary 

medical supplies, so for the past two years the congregation has collected and donated sandwich bags, 

adhesive bandages, tissues, cotton balls, hand sanitizer, and small paper cups to the school. 

“People were surprised to learn about the need,” said Rev. Tony Crosby, pastor of Epworth UMC. “I 

don’t think people realize it’s a need, and when they knew about it, they didn’t hesitate to bring stuff in.” 

4. Feed teachers, staff, teams 

There’s always a team that needs to be fed or a meeting that could use a plate of cookies or spread of 

sandwiches. It’s often joked that Methodists love to eat and cook, so why not spread love and a little 

cheer through some great homemade treats (or even some delicious store-bought snacks)? They will be 

eaten quickly and appreciated long after the goodies are gone. 

Bainbridge First United Methodist Church did just this when they baked about 1,000 cookies for 

teachers and employees of Decatur County schools and Grace Christian Academy.  

They handed out the cookies and greeted county school employees at the annual pre-planning 

convocation, where all employees meet together before the school year starts. It was a great way to say 

thanks to all of them at one time, Turner said. 

“I’m a retired educator myself, so I know what it means for somebody to say thank you,” said Lauren 

Turner, Bainbridge First UMC’s events coordinator. “We wanted to let them know that we appreciate 

them and we’re here to serve them.”  

5. Provide for personal care 

Want to know what needs are in your community? Ask a teacher. They are often the first to know about 

students’ needs and can be an invaluable source of information. Children who are grumpy and tired in 

class may not get enough sleep because they don’t have a bed. Unruly or disruptive children may just be 



 
 

hungry. Often, things many take for granted – a clean bed, a haircut, clean clothing – are basic items 

some children are lacking that a congregation can help supply. 

On Saturday, Aug. 5, South Columbus United Methodist Church hosted a back-to-school event with an 

on-site barber who provided haircuts free of charge to boys and girls.  

Folkston United Methodist Church has, for the past several years, hosted a back-to-school clothing 

giveaway. Primarily focused on children’s clothing, the congregation brings clothes to the church and, 

for two days, people are invited to “shop” for clothing, free of charge. Any leftover items are taken to 

the local schools for them to use as needed. 

“It’s so important to do what we can to reach out and love the community,” said Rev. Jack Varnell, 

pastor of Folkston UMC. “So many of our people have been blessed, and we want to do all we can to 

serve and love others.”  

 

Serving is a rewarding experience for Leesburg UMC couple 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Linda and Jimmy Bence have seen firsthand how the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 

serves communities in times of need, alleviates human suffering, and advances hope and healing. The 

couple, members of Leesburg United Methodist Church, saw how the agency responded in the aftermath 

of the Flood of 1994. 

“We like what they do,” Jimmy Bence said. “UMCOR has really meant a lot to us in Leesburg. In 1994 

we had floods and UMCOR was first on the scene. If it hadn’t been for UMCOR we really wouldn’t 

have gotten anything done. It was awful.” 

They like UMCOR’s mission so much that this summer they spent a month serving at the agency’s 

Sager Brown supply depot in Baldwin, La. The couple first got a taste of serving with UMCOR in May 

2015 during a week-long mission trip to the depot with their church. They had the opportunity to 

become long-term missionaries, or LTVs, and quickly accepted. 

From June 24 through July 21, the Bences served as Sager Brown’s host and hostess, welcoming 

mission teams and individuals to the depot and getting them settled in and ready for their week of 

service. They also repaired homes, built wheelchair ramps, distributed food, and helped fill a container 

bound for Serbia with UMCOR kits. Jimmy also helped build a Maypole for UMCOR’s 150th 

anniversary celebration, which will be held in October. 

The container the Bences helped fill was with relief supply kits that help provide care for the most 

vulnerable people during times of crisis. Knowing that they were doing something to help people in 

need was rewarding and humbling, Linda Bence said. 



 
 

“To lay your hands on those items and that container and know they’re going to someone on the other 

side of the world or somewhere in the United States … to know that you had a part, a very small part, to 

help somebody you don’t know is just a feeling you can’t explain,” she said. “It’s wonderful to see that 

container pull out from that dock and know it’s going far, far away to help lots of people.” 

At Sager Brown, volunteers put their faith into action by participating in the many outreach programs 

provided, including assembling relief supply kits that reach at risk communities around the world.  

Last year, 4,000 volunteers served at both UMCOR depot locations, UMCOR Sager Brown and 

UMCOR West Depot in Salt Lake City, Utah. Between the two locations, volunteers gave 40,500 hours 

of their time, completing 119 community projects. Volunteer service enables this outreach ministry to 

have a tremendous impact on the world. In 2016, Sager Brown distributed $6,023,591 in relief supplies 

domestically and abroad. In addition to the Bences and others from Leesburg UMC, volunteers from 

Jesup United Methodist Church and Striplin Terrace United Methodist Church in the South Georgia 

Conference have volunteered and served at Sager Brown.  

There are closer-to-home opportunities to serve, too. In Decatur, Ala., UMCOR operates a disaster 

relief-supply warehouse where individuals and groups can prepare medical kits, health kits, and other 

relief items. Those who want to be involved with relief efforts on the ground – in South Georgia or 

elsewhere in the Southeast – can be trained to be part of an Early Response Team. 

Serving others is meaningful and impactful, the Bences say, and every experience grows their faith. 

They already have plans to return to Sager Brown next August. 

“It enriches your life in so many ways,” Linda Bence said.  

Interested in serving with UMCOR? Volunteers help UMCOR respond whenever and wherever the need 

arises. Volunteers are always welcome to serve at an UMCOR relief-supply depot. Visit 

http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Support/Volunteer/Volunteer for more information about serving at an 

UMCOR relief-supply depot. Those who want to be involved with relief efforts on the ground can be 

trained to be part of an Early Response Team. Visit http://www.sgaumc.org/erttrainings for more 

information about ERT trainings in South Georgia. 

 

Annual Conference location update 

In an effort to garner bids for future locations of the South Georgia Annual Conference Session, a 

subgroup of the Annual Conference Program Committee has developed an RFP (request for proposal). 

Prior to the 2017 Annual Conference Session, the RFP was sent to 12 different Convention and Visitor’s 

Bureaus in South Georgia cities which might have facilities and motels to accommodate our 

conference's needs. Cities include: Albany, Columbus, Dublin, Golden Isles, Macon, Perry, Savannah, 

Statesboro, Tifton, Valdosta, Warner Robins, and Waycross. Proposals are currently being accepted for 

http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Support/Volunteer/Volunteer
http://www.sgaumc.org/erttrainings


 
 

2019 and beyond. If your area is interested in serving as a host you can obtain a copy of the RFP by 

calling the Administrative Services Office at 800-535-4224 or 478-738-0048. 

 

What a year! 

FROM THE BISHOP 

R. LAWSON BRYAN 

What? Has it really been a whole year since I received the good news of my assignment to serve in 

South Georgia? Yes, it has. Sherrill and I thank you for the radical hospitality we have received from the 

more than 600 churches and well over 100,000 members of our wonderful conference, laity and clergy. 

Thank you for going out of your way to make our first year together such a tremendous experience.  

Our quadrennial theme, Alive Together in Christ, is the best way I know to summarize the past year. 

Everything we have done has been focused on discovering what it means to be Alive Together in Christ. 

Here is a brief review of the year: 

 we held an OnBoarding event last August with the appointive cabinet and the laity and clergy on 

the extended cabinet; 

 to be certain we followed up on the insights that were shared at that event I asked that same 

group to meet monthly as the Strategic Initiatives Team;  

 Peg Aldridge, an Innovation Coach, has led the Strategic Initiatives Team in a planning process 

known as Appreciative Inquiry, focusing on assets rather than scarcity; 

 last spring the Connectional Ministries staff was asked to join the Strategic Initiatives Team in 

the monthly meetings; 

 laity and clergy gatherings were held in each district from September to November; I have 

preached in several churches in each district and look forward to being in even more of our 

churches during my second year;  

 my faith finds fresh inspiration when I have a chance to connect with those who serve in 

extension ministries; 

 we were Alive Together in disaster response; 

 I have enjoyed our amazing retreats and camps for children, youth, and adults at Epworth By The 

Sea, including Winter Conference and Georgia Pastors School; 

 from February to April the appointment making process taught me how well the district 

superintendents know and care for their churches and clergy; 

 in June the laity and clergy delegates to annual conference demonstrated the spiritual vitality that 

is ours when we are Alive Together in Christ. 

At annual conference Lovett Weems provided practical resources to help reach our goal of a 10 percent 

increase in average worship attendance. Each delegate took home a Vital Signs Toolkit with specific 

steps to take to be Alive Together in Worship. 

Worship is one of the chief answers to the question, “What does it mean to be Alive Together in 

Christ?” It means to be Alive Together in Worship. That is why the goal of increasing average worship 



 
 

attendance is right on target. Worship that is “alive” will have a positive influence on every other aspect 

of our own lives and on our churches. Our focus for this conference year is Alive Together in Worship. 

Have you identified your 10 highest attended services between July 1, 2016, and June 30, 2017? What 

plans are you making to increase attendance at those 10 services between July 1, 2017 and June 30, 

2018? Remember to include Christmas Eve if that is one of your top 10 services of the year. Please share 

with your district superintendent the top 10 services of the past 12 months and how you are approaching 

those services over the next year.   

Our conference can bring hope to the entire denomination as we take the lead in increasing average 

worship attendance. I am already rejoicing as I anticipate how the Spirit will move in South Georgia 

because we are Alive Together in Worship.  

Another major emphasis of this conference year will be the work of the Commission on a Way Forward 

and the recommendations that group will make to the Council of Bishops. The goal is to find a way 

forward beyond the current impasse over human sexuality. I will soon announce plans for providing 

information and direction to our annual conference as we prepare for the special session on General 

Conference in 2019.  

Alive Together in Christ, 

R. Lawson Bryan 

 

Called to Break Down Barriers 

Summer Quarter: God’s Urgent Call 

Unit 3: Calls in the New Testament 

Sunday School Lesson for the week of August 13, 2017 

By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

Lesson Scripture: Acts 8:26-39 

Background Scripture: Acts 8 

Key Verse: Starting with that passage, Philip proclaimed the good news about Jesus to him. (Acts 8:35) 

Purpose: To grasp the importance of and commit to ministering to the marginalized 

Hearing the Word 

The “Adult Bible Studies” writer begins this week’s lesson with a brief overview of last week’s lesson 

in the Book of Acts. The writer emphasizes Luke’s focus in Acts as the spread of the Christian faith to 

all. The lesson will also focus on the religious movement, the Holy Spirit, and Philip’s developing call to 



 
 

service and leadership.  

Background lesson 

Acts 8 – Outline 

 Acts 8:1-3: Saul Persecutes the Church 

 Acts 8:4-25: Philip Preaches in Samaria 

 Acts 8:26-40: Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch 

Bible lesson 

Acts 8:26-39 

The writer examines the text author’s account of spreading Christianity and the Holy Spirit to all people, 

to include the continent of Africa. We see this development in the story of Philip and the Ethiopian 

Eunuch. Verse 8 states, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” The writer uses the 

scripture to convey the conversion of the risen Jesus Christ, the accession, and the power of this 

expansion movement. Philip, one of the seven disciples, called for service of food and the care of the 

marginalized (Acts 6), evolved from the administrative to the evangelistic ministries of healing the sick, 

casting out demons, and preaching the way of Christianity (Acts 8:1, 4-6). We see this conversion of 

Philip in Verse 26, “An angel from the Lord spoke to Philip, “…take the road that leads from Jerusalem 

to Gaza.” (This is a desert road.) The writer uses this scripture to show that the Holy Spirit uses a 

deserted or desert road that leads to unexpected ministry opportunities. This type of road signifies that 

Philip was taking an inconvenient route and a road not chosen of his volition. Here’s how the writer 

describes Philip’s journey: 

Robert Frost’s 1920 poem “The Road Not Taken,” which ends, I shall be telling this with a sigh 

Somewhere ages and ages hence; Two roads diverged in a wood, and I – I took the one less 

traveled by, And that has made all the difference.  

The writer states, “Life gives us the choice between two roads. One road leads to the ways of the world; 

one road leads to the kingdom of God. The latter route is the road less traveled.” Philip chose to take 

the road less traveled, and it made all the difference. He trusted God; he went where God asked him to 

go and did what God asked him to do. Moreover, because he was willing to take this road less traveled, 

God used him to make a major impact on the world. 

Occasionally, we face situations and conditions that are uncharted territories and are hesitant to travel 

that road. We see by this lesson that the Holy Spirit may be nudging us to move out of our comfort zone 

and move to uncharted territories to do the Holy Spirit’s will and, vice versa, its will for us. Even when 

we submit to the Holy Spirit and diverge from our paths, our desires sometimes tell us to do a U-turn. 

It’s like when traveling, the GPS (Global Positioning System) tries to reroute us when we stray from its 

path and to turn us around to the originally planned course. The Holy Spirit instructs us to do its will and 

not our own; we just have to stay the course even when others or our GPS tell us to do otherwise.   



 
 

Reflection Question 

 When has the Holy Spirit instructed you to uncharted territories in ministry or your personal life? 

Did you travel the road less taken or declined and eventually wondered “what if?” 

The scripture tells us that Philip did obey the Holy Spirit and went a route not planned. The writer states, 

“Philip was willing to take risks and make mistakes because he put his trust in God. He did not worry 

about what others thought; he was only concerned about pleasing God.” We see that Philip did not argue 

with the Holy Spirit, but was obedient (verse 27). 

Just as important to Philips’ call to action and his obedience, the Holy Spirit’s instructing and Philip 

obeying didn’t end there. The story continues with the Ethiopian man reading the Book of Isaiah in his 

carriage. He is ready for a relationship with God. In verse 29, the Spirit speaks to Philip, “…Approach 

this carriage and stay with it.” Philip obeys the Spirit. He approaches the man with a question about his 

understanding of what he was reading, and the Eunuch gives an invitation to Philip to help him 

understand. This leads to Philip’s opportunity to proclaim the good news about Jesus (verses 30-35).  

The concluding verses 36-38 state, “As they went down the road, they came to some water. The eunuch 

said, “Look! Water! What would keep me from being baptized?” He ordered that the carriage be halted. 

Both Philip and the eunuch went down to the water, where Philip baptized him.” The “road” in this 

lesson seems to be a symbolic pathway for spreading the good news and the salvific acceptance of the 

Christian faith. We see that when we follow the Holy Spirit’s instructions, ministries and evangelistic 

efforts are successful. Lives are transformed, and God is glorified.  

The writer asks: 

Who in your community do you think might be the most receptive to the gospel message? How do you 

believe that we could most effectively reach them for Christ? 

In conclusion 

Let us draw closer to God so that we may be able to hear and accept the call of the Holy Spirit. We see 

through the call of the prophets in the Old Testament, and now the disciples in the New Testament, that 

they both answered by faith and obedience to God. They are models for us today that we are called to 

spread the good news and lead others to Christ. 

Closing prayer 

Father, we see that through your Word that the call to do ministry may feel like a risk, often difficult and 

unfamiliar territory. May we not be fearful or anxious when things don’t go as planned. Let us 

remember Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own 

understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” (NKJV) Amen. 

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. Contact her 

at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  

mailto:earnestine@sgaumc.com


 
 

The “Adult Bible Studies, Summer 2017, God’s Urgent Call” is used for the content of this lesson. 

 

Called to Preach 

Summer Quarter: God’s Urgent Call 

Unit 3: Calls in the New Testament 

Sunday School lesson for the week of August 20, 2017 

By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

Lesson Scripture: Acts 9:10-20 

Background Scripture: Acts 9:1-31 

Key Verse: Ananias went to the house. He placed his hands on Saul (Acts 9:17) 

Purpose: To recommit to God’s call to share the gospel 

Hearing the Word 

The “Adult Bible Studies” writer begins this week’s lesson by emphasizing this quarter’s exploring of 

God’s call. This week is the third call of the four calls in this final unit. The lesson is about a familiar 

Biblical story, the Apostle Paul’s (Saul) encounter with the risen Jesus Christ on the road to Damascus 

and the significant role of the call of the disciple, Ananias. 

Background lesson 

Read Acts 9:1-31 

The writer notes that most persons do not view Saul’s “Damascus road experience” as a “call” story, but 

as a “conversion” story, but says that the story is inextricably linked as both. The writer also mentions 

the widespread familiarity of the “Saul to Paul’s conversion” story by Christians, but says that there is 

no mention of the event in Paul’s writings. However, the story is recorded in two other places (Acts 

22:3-16; 26:4-23). Saul is a Roman persecutor of Christians converted to a disciple of Jesus Christ, now 

called Paul. As we have explored the calls in these lessons, we see in the account of Paul and Ananias’ 

calls that they continue to be different and an example of God’s call of unique people. 

Bible lesson 

Acts 9:10-20 

Acts 9:10 begins with the introduction of Ananias. The writer adds that there isn’t much information 

about him. Acts 22:12-16 is used to give a brief depiction of Ananias, “a pious man who enjoyed the 

respect of all the Jews living (in Damascus).” However, there is no other mention of Ananias in the 

scripture. His role may have been small as it relates to the recording of his call in this conversion story, 



 
 

but the importance of his role is significant in its account of the Christian faith. The Christian call may 

not be grandeur by humanity’s standard, but God uses people according to His purpose. It takes all kinds 

of individuals in many roles for lives to be impacted and ministry effective. The writer says that 

Ananias’ call is an example of his love of the Lord, his willingness of obedience, and it is similar to 

those in Genesis 22:1; Exodus 3:4; 1 Samuel 3:4; Isaiah 6:8. 

In verses 11-14, the writer points to Luke’s emphasis on the presence of the Holy Spirit and its 

manifestation through dreams and visions. This story is similar to Philip’s from last week’s lesson of the 

Holy Spirit’s instructions on the travel route of conversion. Ananias receives specific directions, as well, 

to go to “Judas’ house on Straight Street,” where he was to “ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul.” 

We see in verses 13-14 that even though Ananias is obedient to the directions, a conversation transpired 

with the Lord. It appears that every call, regardless of the role, comes with questioning or hesitancy 

about the difficulty, danger, etc. of the mission. The writer says that this exchange with Ananias and the 

Lord was included by Luke “to remind us that Saul was being transformed from a person bent on doing 

horrible things into an amazing instrument of God. The author did not want us to miss the power of God 

to radically change lives.”  

In verses 15-16, the writer gives various Bible translations of these verses that call Saul God’s chosen 

“agent:” The Common English Bible version uses the word “agent.” The New Revised Standard Version 

translates the same word as “instrument.” The King James Version renders the word “vessel.” The 

original Greek word skeuos was commonly used in all three ways. The writer emphasizes the 

importance of the role they perform and states: “An agent works on behalf of a client; an instrument is 

used to accomplish a task. A vessel holds the contents. Generally speaking, the vessel is not important 

except as it succeeds in containing its contents or accomplishing the task. Yet the important contents 

would be lost without the use of the word, vessel.” Jesus is the perfect example of a vessel that suffered 

for humanity’s sake. 

In verses 17-20, the writer uses the tradition in The United Methodist Church that states the importance 

of each person committing to make Jesus Christ as the Lord of his/her life, serving as a community of 

God’s agent and carrying out the mission. Ananias continues to follow the Lord’s instructions when he 

“placed his hands on Saul” (Verse 12). The writer says that these verses of conversion and call are two 

sides of the same coin. God converts us into new individuals, as we see with Paul, and calls us to carry 

out the mission even in times of uncertainty, as with Ananias. Through it all, He will never leave or 

abandon us. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 



 
 

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. Contact her 

at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  

The “Adult Bible Studies, Summer 2017, God’s Urgent Call” is used for the content of this lesson. 

 

SHINE! 

LEADERSHIP REALLY MATTERS 

ANNE BOSARGE 

REV. JAY HANSON 

Ephesians 5: 8-9 (CEV), “You used to be like people living in the dark, but now you are people of the 

light because you belong to the Lord. So act like people of the light and make your light shine. Be good 

and honest and truthful.”  

Have you ever been around someone who shined God’s character so brightly you felt as if you’ve seen a 

glimpse of the Father Himself? Have you ever been in a church where God’s presence was so thick you 

could almost tangibly feel it?   

God living in each of us should shine brightly to a hurting world cloaked in spiritual darkness. God in 

your church should illuminate His love, compassion, and acceptance to those in your community. Just as 

a moth is instinctively attracted to a porch light on a warm, dark night, others who don’t know Jesus will 

be attracted to you if you’re brightly shining God’s light. You won’t have to go look for people to lead; 

they’ll be all around, drawn to His light in you! 

So what does it look like to be a leader who shines God’s true light?  

 You realize the source of your light is God. Everything that happens, everything you are, 

everything you accomplish all comes from Him. It’s a blessing and an honor to be used by Him 

because He doesn’t even need you to accomplish His work. It’s a gift to join Him on the journey.  

 You’re not jealous of the way God’s light shines in others. Just as God has equipped each of 

us with unique gifts and abilities, His light shining in you looks different than the way it shines 

in others. Appreciate, celebrate, and embrace the way God’s light shines in them.  

 You seek wisdom and guidance from God in every situation. Ask God to guide your 

correspondence and communication. Ask the Holy Spirit to take control when someone asks you 

for advice so the words you say aren’t simply your opinion or feeling, but have been inspired by 

God’s truth.  

 You are confident in your calling. When God calls you to service and ministry, you don’t 

require the approval of others to reaffirm your purpose or impact. Remember your calling and 

ask God to provide you with moments that will encourage and reaffirm your calling.  

 You turn compliments into praise. Leaders who shine God’s light will naturally receive 

compliments about the way God is working in their lives. Instead of turning those compliments 

mailto:earnestine@sgaumc.com


 
 

into fuel for pride, use it as an opportunity to verbally or silently give that praise to God – 

thanking Him for the opportunity to be used by Him.  

 

Jesus living in you should be a floodlight illuminating the way for those walking in darkness so they can 

be enveloped by the light of God’s amazing love.  

Jay Hanson, Lead Pastor, and Anne Bosarge, Multi-Campus Director, serve at The Chapel Ministries in 

Brunswick. They love sharing about the ways God is moving in their church. Contact them at 

jay@thechapelbrunswick.com and anne@thechapelbrunswick.com for more information.  

 

John Wesley and predestination 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 

DAVE HANSON 

John Wesley said that Methodist belief is a “hair’s breadth” from Calvinism (predestination). By that he 

meant it is God’s grace that saves us. We cannot save ourselves. You do not simply choose to become a 

Christian. You respond to the grace of God which reaches out to you! God seeks you. Then you respond. 

You can never respond until God knocks on your heart’s door. But you can say “yes” to God or “no.” 

Wesley says you can choose to be a Calvinist (believe in predestination) but you do not have to do so. 

Think about it. 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – August 2017 

8/02 – Roger Mays: 1418 Eason Stalvey Rd.; Hahira, GA 31632 

8/05 – Gordon Dukes: 126 Nelson Ave.; Garden City, GA 31408 

8/05 – Joe Romigh: 2507 Marixa Dr.; Statham, GA 30666 

8/06 – Rick Holt: 740 Bethel Church Rd.; Surrency, GA 31563 

8/07 – B.G. Roberts, Sr.: PO Box 3207; Brunswick, GA 31521 

8/08 – Don Adams: 1104 Wingate Street; Dublin, GA 31021 

8/08 – Jim Nelson: 3584 Hidden Acres Dr.; Atlanta, GA 30340 

8/09 – Creede Hinshaw: 2924 Hillandale Circle S; Macon, GA 31204 

8/09 – Byron Scott: 392 E. Magnolia St.; Jesup, GA 31546 

8/10 – Allison Rhodes: 18 Lenox Pointe NE; Atlanta, GA 30324 

8/13 – Mike Huling: 514 Earl Ave.; Claxton, GA 30417 

8/15 – Nathan Godley: 322 E. Oglethorpe Ave.; Savannah, GA 31401 

8/15 – Charles Houston, Jr.: 505 Fort King George Dr.; Darien, GA 31305 

8/16 – Dick Reese: 6593 Patriot Dr.; Columbus, GA 31909 

8/17 – D. Eugene Pollett: 30 Branson Mill Dr. NW; Cartersville, GA 30120 

8/20 – Dave Hanson: 106 George T. Morris Cir.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 

mailto:jay@thechapelbrunswick.com
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8/21 – John Eckert: 237 Bartholomew Blvd.; Jeffersonville, IN 47130 

8/22 – Tom Edwards: 315 Phillips Ave.; Port Wentworth, GA 31407 

8/22 – Jesse France: 514 I.G. Lanier Rd.; Pembroke, GA 31321 

8/22 – John Powell: 5376 Bailey Rd.; Leesville, LA 71446 

8/23 – Joe Johnston: 24977 Tanglewood Dr.; Custer, SD 57730 

8/24 – Jim Burgess, III: 661 East Plum St.; Jesup, GA 31546 

8/24 – Sam Lamback, Jr.: 821 Wesleyan Dr.; Macon, GA 31210 

8/25 – Charles Puryear: 106 Sandra St.; Thomasville, GA 31792 

8/25 – Elliott Sams: 6400 Poplar Ave.; Memphis, TN 38197 

8/27 – Bennie Dowdy: 231 Cemetery Rd.; Cordele, GA 31015-9497 

8/28 – David Carter: 102 Rivoli Oaks Circle; Macon, GA 31210 

8/28 – Robert Clark: 2022 E Pinetree Blvd.; Thomasville, GA 31792 

8/30 – Jenny Jackson-Adams: 17 Lands End Dr.; Greensboro, NC 27408 

8/31 – Lyndal Hurley: PO Box 26; Attapulgus, GA 39815 

8/31 – Willie Beasley: 4451 Mahan Dr.; Valdosta, GA 31632 

 

Scripture Readings – August 7 

Aug. 13 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 

Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b (UMH 828) 

Romans 10:5-15 

Matthew 14:22-33 

Aug. 20 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 45:1-15 

Psalm 133 (UMH 850) 

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

Matthew 15:(10-20), 21-28 

Aug. 27 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 1:8-2:10 

Psalm 124 (UMH 846) 

Romans 12:1-8 

Matthew 16:13-20 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 8/7/2017 edition 



 
 

Christian Education Sunday – Aug. 20 

Christian Education Sunday “calls the Church as the people of God to be open to growth and learning as 

disciples of Jesus Christ.” 

Pathways to Discipleship – Aug. 26 

Churches looking for new ideas, networking opportunities and practical, quality training for their 

pastors, parishioners, staff and leaders need look no further than this year’s Pathways leadership training 

event. Scheduled for Saturday, Aug. 26 at Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner Robins, the 

training event will offer participants more than 30 workshops to choose from, each designed to help 

congregations become healthier and to fulfill the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ. The event 

will begin with a time of worship and gathering time around creativity in ministry. The training, which 

starts at 9:30 a.m. and lasts until 4:00 p.m., features workshops on a variety of subjects, from children 

and youth-focused workshops to spiritual discipline workshops to those focused on missions and 

outreach. The conference cost $25 per person. A boxed lunch from Chick-fil-A is included in the 

registration fee. Safe Sanctuaries compliant childcare is available for newborn to fifth-grade children at 

a cost of $10 per child which covers the cost of their lunch. Pre-registration is required for childcare. .5 

CEU credits are available for this event. Visit www.sgaumc.org/pathways for more information and to 

register. For questions, contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com.  

Candidacy Orientation – Aug. 26 

If you are discerning a call from God on your life, you’re invited to our conference’s next Candidacy 

Orientation set for Saturday, August 26, in conjunction with the Pathways event at Trinity UMC in 

Warner Robins. The Candidacy Process in The United Methodist Church provides a safe place where 

men and women can explore with others God's calling. You will be able to hear about the various shapes 

God's call takes in people's lives, have an opportunity to share your own call as you discern it now, and 

learn about your next steps in discovering if and how your call could be fulfilled in The United 

Methodist Church. (Please note that the Candidacy Orientation is a required part of the journey toward 

licensed or ordained ministry.) Click here for more information and to register. The deadline to register 

is Sunday, August 21. 

Methodist Children's Home Work Day Offering – Sept. 17 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering to support 

the ministry of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth. The Work Day Offering for the Methodist 

Home is a tradition from the 1900s, a time when people, mostly farmers, donated the equivalent of one 

day’s wages to the Methodist Home. Sometimes they would load a freight car with cotton or peanuts and 

send it to Macon. Today folks just use a calculator. The amount of the work day offering can be 

calculated quite simply: Divide your annual income by 365 (farmers didn’t take vacation days.) For 

example, if a person made $60,000 a year, it would be $60,000 divided by 365 = $164. Whether you 

give cotton or a check, be assured that your gift will bring hope and a new lease on life to the more than 

400 children and families they serve every day. To learn more about this incredible ministry of our 

conference visit www.themethodisthome.org.  

http://www.sgaumc.org/pathways
mailto:allison@sgaumc.com
http://www.sgaumc.org/eventdetail/8890977?month=8&year=2017&day=1&display=m
http://www.themethodisthome.org/


 
 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – Sept. 21 

A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 21 at Tifton First 

United Methodist Church. Click here to register for the September workshop. According to the 

Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is REQUIRED EVERY (3) THREE YEARS for any 

person serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed 

lay speakers). Cost is $35, which includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to 

South Georgia Conference. For questions, please email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that 

spouses and lay employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. 

World Communion Sunday – Oct. 1 

World Communion Sunday is one of the six churchwide Special Sundays of The United Methodist 

Church. Our church is at its best when we reach out to sisters and brothers in need. World Communion 

Sunday calls the church to reach out to all people and model diversity among God’s children. United 

Methodists relate to World Communion Sunday by celebrating communion with other Christians around 

the world on this special Sunday. Churches are also encouraged to receive an offering to support 

scholarships for ethnic undergraduate and graduate students. Our gifts often enable first-generation 

students to attend college. 

Vashti Day – Oct. 15 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special offering to support the ministry 

of The Vashti Center, Inc. To learn more about Vashti and its great ministry, visit www.vashti.org.  

UMW Annual Meeting – Oct. 21 

South Georgia’s United Methodist Women will celebrate 45 years of mission and ministry on Saturday, 

Oct. 21 at Statesboro First United Methodist Church. Visit www.sgaumc.org/umw for more information. 

 

 

http://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshop-September212017
mailto:cpcassistant@sgaumc.com
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