
 
 

 

 

SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE – AUGUST 21 EDITION  

 

Bishop Bryan: The Eclipse of God 

On Monday, Aug. 21, the moon passed between the earth and the sun. For a time the sun’s light was 

blocked by the moon. This was the solar eclipse about which we had heard so much.  

I have found myself remembering the book by 20th century Jewish theologian Martin Buber entitled, 

“The Eclipse of God.” Buber makes the point that just as the sun is still there even though temporarily 

its light is obstructed, so also there are times in our lives when God may appear to be absent. What is 

actually happening is more like an eclipse. God is still there. But something has come between us and 

God. That something may be tragedy, suffering, sin, or discouragement. It may also be something 

outside of us. Buber was German and lived during the time when Jews were being brutally murdered in 

gas chambers by Hitler and the Nazis. Such massive inhumanity can lead many to experience “the 

eclipse of God.”  

Just as we paid such close attention to the eclipse of the sun, let us, the United Methodists of South 

Georgia, pay even closer attention to those who are experiencing their own personal eclipse: the eclipse 

of hope, of meaning and purpose, the eclipse of God.  

Just as Monday’s eclipse does not mean that the sun has died, so also our own experience of the eclipse 

of God does not have to be permanent. God is still there. What those around us need is the opportunity 

to experience the light of God shining forth in the words and actions of those who are followers of the 

Light of the world. With the painful scenes of violence that are fresh on our minds, this week is the best 

time to speak the words and take the actions that bring down dividing walls of hostility so Christ can be 

our light and our peace.  

Alive Together in Christ, 

Lawson Bryan 

 

After violence, death in Charlottesville, United Methodists pray for peace, healing, 

unity 



 
 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

“Lord, what can I do?”  

That’s the question Rev. Precious Hawkins asked as she watched violence erupt in Charlottesville, Va. 

last weekend.  

“What can we do? It kept coming back to ‘pray,’” said Rev. Hawkins, pastor of Speedwell United 

Methodist Church in Savannah. “It just became clear that we need to come to the Lord in prayer.” 

People have gathered together in prayer for centuries, she said, and feeling called to invite others to pray 

with her, she asked the public and several clergy friends to join with her in prayer.  

On Monday, Aug. 14, Speedwell UMC was crowded as people of different races and backgrounds 

prayed, sang, and held hands in unity. United Methodist, Presbyterian, Baptist, and Episcopalian pastors 

participated in the vigil. 

Savannah-area United Methodist pastors Rev. Stacey Harwell-Dye, minister of community building at 

Trinity United Methodist Church; Rev. Michael Culbreth, pastor of ConneXion Church; Dr. Columbus 

Burns, Director of Pastoral Care at St. Josephs/Candler Hospital; and Rev. Doreen Smalls, pastor of 

Asbury United Methodist Church, prayed for unity, peace, for the city of Savannah, for the president and 

elected officials, against injustice and racism, and for first responders and the military. Prayers for 

healing and racial reconciliation were also heard and received from the crowd. 

Hearts were heavy and people were distressed about recent events and the state of the world, Rev. 

Hawkins said, but she hopes that, after praying and ministering to one another, they left encouraged and 

uplifted. 

“We can come together in prayer, and it is a reminder that we are all created in the image of God,” she 

said. “We may look different and sound different, but that unites us.” 

Wednesday, Aug. 16, Centenary Church in Macon hosted a service of lament, witness, confession, and 

hope. Rather than a generalized, non-descript listing of sin and complicity, it offered a chance to move 

to specificity, organizers said. That specificity of confession is freeing and dangerous because it forces 

people to consider how they, as people of faith, are to confront sin.  

“It was a time to come together in prayer, lament, and confession around how we all have participated in 

this endemic and systemic racism that we see laid out before us right now, and to make some space for 

hope,” said Debra Williams, Centenary Church’s minister of relational leadership.  

The service attracted a diverse crowd and more than 30 clergy, including Episcopalian pastors, a 

Catholic priest, Methodist pastors, and Baptist ministers. Williams hopes that it encouraged clergy to be 

bold and preach similar messages from their pulpits. 



 
 

“Our theology is already so life giving. Our social consciousness as United Methodists – it’s part of our 

theological DNA; it’s part of who we are,” she said. “What I’d like to see our United Methodist pastors 

do is to be bold and call racism the sin that it is and to boldly proclaim that and move their 

congregations to a place of confession and hope.” 

 

Witness and Invitation from the Southeastern Jurisdiction College of Bishops meeting 

in Atlanta, Georgia, August 17, 2017 

“The things, good Lord, that we pray for, give us grace to labor for.” - Thomas More, UMH, 408 

Serving with you in the Southeastern Jurisdiction, we grieve the violence in Charlottesville. We renew 

our baptismal covenant to trust and serve Christ, to resist evil, and to honor all in the human family. 

 

We share with you our resolve to name, resist and dismantle racism in our churches, in our communities 

and in the world. As Paul writes in Ephesians 2:14, we pray that the dividing walls of hostility come 

down so that in every place Christ becomes our peace.  

 

At the 2016 Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference, a mission initiative for our region was 

embraced. That plan identified anti-racism as an essential focus of our shared mission of making 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Each of us is working with clergy and laity 

to build anti-racist commitment in our episcopal areas. 

 

We would like to communicate with you the strategic anti-racist work across the jurisdiction. We will 

share with you the stories of the work of one of our Annual Conferences each month for the next 

year. Our desire is not simply to pray but to also demonstrate the work the United Methodist Church is 

doing to confront racism. It is our prayer that this sharing will increase courage and strengthen 

community in every place in the Southeastern Jurisdiction. 

 

Bishop Bryan: Moving beyond hatred and violence to build Casa de Vida y Paz 

 Published August 12, 2017 

I received the news of the violence that erupted this weekend in Charlottesville, Virginia, as I was 

attending the Southwest District United Methodist Men’s Rally. As followers of the Prince of Peace, 

who himself died at the hands of violent people, we United Methodists raise our voices in protest over 

this latest demonstration of inhumanity to one another. We pray for those on all sides of this conflict to 

come to the awareness that such actions are a denial of the values that bind us together as citizens of this 

nation.  



 
 

There is a message to be found in the very location of the UMM rally: it was held in the sanctuary of the 

Casa de Vida y Paz, the Hispanic Mission Church in Bainbridge. That name means House of Life and 

Peace. While it is important to clearly renounce the hatred and violence in Charlottesville, we United 

Methodists know that it is important to do more: build houses of life and peace where all people may 

learn to be Alive Together in Christ. That is God’s call upon us. And that is what our communities need. 

As United Methodists living in the United States we thank God for our nation and the principles of 

freedom and justice for all upon which it stands. Our love for Christ and gratitude for the nation lead us 

to reject all expressions that divide us into groups that promote violence toward those of other races, 

ethnicities, and religions. Our country needs citizens with hearts of peace rather than hearts of violence 

and divisiveness. Our communities need local churches and disciples of Christ that are committed to the 

non-violent example of Christ and speak hope and healing toward bringing down the dividing walls of 

hostility so that enemies are transformed as Christ becomes our peace.     

Let each South Georgia congregation live in such a way that it sends this message to its community: if 

you want to see our nation and world move beyond violence and hatred to peace and hope, then come 

join us as together we build and dwell in Casa de Vida y Paz – a house of life and peace.   

Alive Together in Christ, 

Lawson Bryan 

 

The Methodist Home achieves Sanctuary Institute certification 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

After an “amazing” three-year journey, the Methodist Home for Children and Youth has become the 

first organization in Georgia to be certified by The Sanctuary Institute. 

An agency that serves families and children in crisis, the Methodist Home wants to be a place of 

restoration and of sanctuary. When they learned of the Sanctuary Model of care, Methodist Home 

leaders decided to implement the program throughout the agency. 

“When we began our Sanctuary journey, we defined Sanctuary as a way of empowering ourselves to 

take care of others while ensuring the safety, support, and well-being of our employees, children, 

families, and communities even as we embrace loss and inspire hope,” said Dr. Jeff Lawrence, vice 

president for programs and services and chief program officer at The Methodist Home. “We have 

learned that everyone – our staff, the young people we serve, and the families they come from - 

possesses hurts. Some are visible and some are hidden, but all require love, support, and understanding 

in order to heal and become whole again. Because of this knowledge, we are becoming an organization 

working daily to heal internally in order to minister and seek healing for those who enter our doors.” 



 
 

More than a training curriculum, the certification process through the Sanctuary Institute works on 

changing the culture of an entire organization, from employees to leaders to clients, said Alison Evans, 

president and CEO of the Methodist Home. The agency first rolled it out to employees before 

introducing the concepts to the children and families they serve.  

“We didn’t just learn it and practice it with our clients,” she said. “We had to learn and practice it in our 

organization before we even brought it to the kids.” 

The Sanctuary Model helps children, families, and Methodist Home staff more effectively communicate 

and cope with universal issues and emotions: safety, loss, emotions, and the future. 

The process to become certified took three years. A consultant visited every month to conduct an 

organizational assessment and assess the strengths and weaknesses of the organization.  

It was an expensive undertaking too, but The St. Marys United Methodist Church Foundation 

generously provided a grant for all three years and made it financially possible for the Home to go 

through the certification process. 

“That was amazing,” Evans said. “They jumped wholeheartedly all in with us. I think they saw the value 

of it as much as we did.” 

Other organizations are seeing the change in the Methodist Home and the value in the Sanctuary Model, 

too. Evans said that two agencies in the Atlanta area have approached her and asked what the Methodist 

Home is doing differently. They are now considering implementing the Sanctuary Model and also 

becoming certified by The Sanctuary Institute. 

“Because it was such an organizational, cultural change, a transformation for us, I really feel like we 

treat each other with more respect, more care, and more intentionality than we did previously, and that 

people understand how clearly their voice can be heard,” Evans said. “The impact is system wide versus 

just on the client. So I think that when we teach and embrace this holistic approach, it helps us better 

fulfil our mission in a more compassionate way.” 

 

Q & A with Dr. Matt Woodbery 

Director of Connectional Ministries 

“The rich blessings we have experienced inspire us and require us to serve others.” 

Upon his retirement from the United States Army, Dr. Jerry Maddox (Matt) Woodbery, Jr. was 

appointed by Bishop Lawson Bryan to serve as Director of Connectional Ministries. His appointment 

began Aug. 1. A member in Full Connection and an Ordained Elder of the South Georgia Conference of 

The United Methodist Church, Dr. Woodbery began his ordained ministry in 1985 as the associate 

minister at Americus First United Methodist Church.  



 
 

ADVOCATE: Welcome home to South Georgia! What’s it like to be back in Georgia after serving 

nearly 30 years as a Chaplain and Colonel in the U.S. Army? 

DR. WOODBERY: Carol and I are delighted to be back home! Throughout our time in the Army, we 

always looked forward to coming home for vacations, and now it’s wonderful to be back permanently. 

We’re also enjoying getting to know Macon again; this is where we met and had our first date.  

ADVOCATE: What is your faith journey? 

DR. WOODBERY: This journey started with my parents raising me in a loving home where questions 

of faith and doubt and how to live authentic Christian lives were nurtured. My father, Jerry Woodbery, 

was also a South Georgia UM minister and Army chaplain. He died in 1989 just after I came on active 

duty; my mother, Martha, has since married Norman Wells of Statesboro. Like many preacher kids, the 

last thing I wanted to do was become a minister or chaplain. While in high school in Okinawa, Japan, I 

became involved with a Roman Catholic youth ministry program called Teens Encounter with Christ 

(TEC, the progenitor of Chrysalis and Walk to Emmaus). Through TEC I began a several-year journey 

in discerning a call to ministry. At first I thought I was called to the parish. But after my experience with 

Clinical Pastoral Education during seminary at Candler, I discovered a call to extension ministry in 

service as military chaplain. That foundation has served me well, from the muddy fields of Bosnia, to 

the deserts of Iraq and Afghanistan, to the halls of the Pentagon. 

ADVOCATE: Tell us about your ministry philosophy and your guiding principles. 

DR. WOODBERY: Lately, I’ve been reflecting on Philippians 4:6-8: “Don’t be anxious about 

anything; rather bring up all of your requests to God in your prayers and petitions, along with giving 

thanks. Then the peace of God that exceeds all understanding will keep your hearts and minds safe in 

Christ Jesus. From now on, brothers and sisters, if anything is excellent and if anything is admirable, 

focus your thoughts on these things: all that is true, all that is holy, all that is just, all that is pure, all that 

is lovely, and all that is worthy of praise. Practice these things: whatever you learned, received, heard, or 

saw in us. The God of peace will be with you.” (CEB) I am struck with Paul’s emphasis on joy and 

peace in this passage, and how his instructions based on his experience that the pursuit of love, truth, 

beauty, and justice promises joy and peace. My second reflection comes Luke 12:48b: “Much will be 

demanded from everyone who has been given much, and from the one who has been entrusted with 

much, even more will be asked.” (CEB) The rich blessings we have experienced inspire us and require 

us to serve others. 

ADVOCATE: You have a unique perspective, having served as an extension minister for 29 years. 

How will your experiences, education, and personality help shape and guide your role as Director 

of Connectional Ministries? 

DR. WOODBERY: With God’s help, my hope is to apply an equivalent sense of urgency, mission, and 

purpose to the South Georgia Conference that is expected in the military. Whether preparing for combat 

or planning a community picnic, the military community comes together with unity to accomplish the 

mission, regardless of race, gender-orientation, creed or religion or no religion, ethnicity, etc. My prayer 

is that I may be faithful to God’s call to bring my education and experience of serving with our nation’s 



 
 

best leaders. I have seen the strong men and women leading our military in combat and in the Pentagon, 

and have learned from their sense of devotion and their expertise in managing large and complex 

organizations in complicated and often chaotic high-stakes missions. Equal to that is my hope that my 

experiences working with the General Church through the United Methodist Endorsing Agency, as well 

as my experience working with the seminary leaders and the leaders of other denominations, will be 

valuable to the people of the South Georgia Conference, expanding our understanding of the extent of 

the Connection, both within Methodism and Christianity at large. We face historic challenges and 

opportunities in The United Methodist Church in the coming years, and I am excited to join our 

Conference team assisting the Bishop and the leadership of the Conference in navigating through these 

times, applying some of lessons and experiences with which I have been blessed. 

ADVOCATE: How do you expect or envision your role will help move the Conference forward 

and help Bishop Bryan realize his vision? 

DR. WOODBERY: The Book of Discipline mandates the Director of Connectional Ministries (DCM) 

to lead and manage the Connection in the Annual Conference; to be the steward of the Conference 

vision of ministry and practice of the Connection, from the individual to the local church to the General 

Church. When the Connection is effective and efficient, it is understood to be “aligned.” In appointing 

me as DCM, Bishop Bryan charged me with assessing where we as the South Georgia Conference are in 

alignment – with our stated purpose and mission for offering Christ to Georgia and our local 

communities, with how we raise and develop Christian leaders, and with how we offer the message of 

the hope of Christ to our communities and world. To that end, I will begin with looking at our 

Connectional Ministries offices and initiatives. This will be done simultaneously looking across the 

Conference to where we are aligning our stated mission, the Bishop’s vision, and the available resources 

of time, people, and money. 

ADVOCATE: What are your visions, goals, and hopes for your new role and the Conference? 

DR. WOODBERY: My vision for the Conference is that we may fully realize the call of God for the 

making of disciples for the transformation of the world. As United Methodists, we witness connection 

by envisioning our own roles within the building blocks that make up the structure of the church: from 

small groups and Sunday school classes to congregations, districts, annual conferences, and 

jurisdictions. All are a part of the Connection, also known as the body of Christ. My goal for the Office 

of Connectional Ministries is that we continue to be open to the Holy Spirit to be a source of innovation 

and encouragement for the Connection in South Georgia while being faithful to each other and the 

mission of the church. And finally, my hope is that we as United Methodists may claim our rich history 

and unique reputation around the world as practical Christians who seek to live authentically and with 

integrity the commission of Christ to “love one another as I have loved you.” 

ADVOCATE: What are the things that most excite you about being DCM? 

DR. WOODBERY: I am very excited about working with the dedicated OCM staff from whom I am 

already learning so much from. I am also excited about working with Bishop Bryan and my colleagues 

on the Cabinet and Extended Cabinet, as well as the leaders of the boards and agencies of the 

Conference, Jurisdiction, and General Church. But at the end of the day, I am mostly excited about 



 
 

making a difference. While on active duty in the Army, I was often asked “Why are you an Army 

Chaplain?” My standard reply was “After desiring to be obedient to God’s call on my life, I want to be 

on the cutting edge of history.” As the church faces transformational times ahead, I look forward to 

being “in the room where it happens” (apologies to Mr. Lin-Manuel Miranda.) 

ADVOCATE: What are some of the biggest challenges and opportunities you see facing the 

Conference? 

DR. WOODBERY:  First, I believe we need to develop a “piercing clarity”* about what makes the 

Conference in particular – but Methodism in general – distinctive from any other American Protestant 

denomination, from any other church on the street. What makes us a place that people will want to 

choose to join on the journey of life? How are we living out a life of Christ in such a way that those 

from the outside looking in see as making real difference in our communities? My experience as a 

United Methodist clergy interacting with other faith groups is that their perceptions of us seem to be that 

we are a community of believers living out authentic and active lives informed by the life-transforming 

love and boundless grace of God. In the living out, we are being disciples transforming the world with 

the Holy Spirit’s help. Secondly, we are seen as a church that is focused on social justice, where the 

ethical, moral, temporal, and eternal questions of the human experience are in tension. Emphasis on 

authenticity and integrity are imperative. We must stop trying to be in competition with other 

denominations and we must focus on being the best Methodists we can be. That requires a confidence of 

who we are in Christ; we may need to release some bad habits and relearn habits of living like Jesus. (* 

Jim Collins, “Good to Great”) 

ADVOCATE: Tell us about your family. 

DR. WOODBERY: I am married to Carol English Woodbery of Cochran. She is an artist, a volunteer, 

and a gardener but mostly a homemaker, having “made” 16 homes in the 34 years we have been 

married! We have one daughter, Callahan, who lives in Nashville, Tenn. 

ADVOCATE: What do you like to do in your free time? What are your hobbies and interests?  

DR. WOODBERY: I am a bicycling enthusiast but don’t ride as much as I’d like. I also enjoy 

traveling, reading, watching sports, and dove and quail hunting. 

ADVOCATE: What’s one fact about you that most people don’t know? 

DR. WOODBERY: I have lived overseas for 16 years of my life: Germany three times, Japan twice, 

Korea, Iraq, Bosnia, and Afghanistan once apiece. I’ve served in the Washington D.C. area for a total of 

nearly seven years, but I have also lived in Georgia for 23 years of my life (early childhood, college and 

seminary, first appointment, and two assignments at Fort Gordon, GA in Augusta), not counting the 

numerous holidays visiting extended family. The longest I’ve ever lived under one roof continuously is 

3.5 years (Augusta, Ga., 1992-1995.) My personal goal is to break that record in Macon! 

 

Larry and Myrna Roberts named Chief Junaluska recipients 



 
 

Rev. Larry Roberts and his wife, Myrna (posthumously), were named the 2017 Chief Junaluska 

recipients during Lake Junaluska Associates Weekend held on Aug. 5.  

“Larry and Myrna have given unselfishly to Lake Junaluska through labors of love, time, and gifts, and 

have been Life Members of the Lake Junaluska Associates for 14 years,” said Rev. Jimmy Pennell, the 

2016 Chief Junaluska recipient. “It is a personal pleasure for me to present them with this recognition.” 

Myrna and her husband Larry met at LaGrange College and were married Aug. 31, 1958. Larry became 

a United Methodist minister and served throughout the South Georgia Conference, while Myrna spent 

most of her career as a bookkeeper. They have three children, Denise Wilson, Julie Bostardi and Ben 

Roberts, and they have five grandchildren.  

Larry and Myrna retired to Lake Junaluska and became active members of the community in 1999. 

Larry served as Vice President for Membership of the Junaluska Associates as well as the Chair of the 

Tent Committee, a boat tour guide, a member of the Junaluska Flea Market Committee, and much more. 

Myrna was a dedicated member of the United Methodist Women, the Lake Junaluska Associates and the 

Junaluskans.  

Since retirement, the Roberts have been involved in the Waynesville First United Methodist Church as 

Sunday school teachers, members of the Education Committee, volunteers at Community Impact Day, 

and part of the Annual Stewardship Campaign.  

“The Roberts have represented Lake Junaluska as ambassadors beyond the bounds of the Lake 

Junaluska community,” said Dr. Bob Bowling, Lake Junaluska Associates president. “They have been 

treasures to the community and Lake Junaluska.” 

 

The next chapter 

FOCUS ON THE VISION 

MATT WOODBERY, JR. 

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ! 

Carol and I are excited to be back in Georgia and joining our brothers and sisters of South Georgia in the 

next chapter of our ministry! I want to thank everyone who has extended the warmest of welcomes and 

hospitality these past few months. Thanks to your prayers and care, our transition from nearly 30 years 

of extension ministry as an Army chaplain to working among you has been very smooth. In fact, I am 

writing this from Lake Junaluska where I am attending a conference for all new District Superintendents 

and Directors of Connectional Ministries across the Connection. 

It is my hope in the future to write a column keeping with the tradition of my predecessors Denise 

Walton and Brad Brady. Like them, my intent will be to offer information and insights into the life of 



 
 

the Connection – which is to say the life of The United Methodist Church generally as well as our 

Annual Conference. Topics in the future will include reports on the Commission on the Way Forward; 

the denominational study “Wonder, Love, and Praise” (a study on the theological, doctrinal, and practice 

of ministry distinctives of the UMC); and conference initiatives designed and offered to your local 

congregation or small group. 

For this week, I look forward to being with many of you at Pathways at Trinity UMC in Warner Robins, 

Saturday, August 26. This event is becoming the centerpiece for the Conference, offering a diversity of 

courses and small group opportunities to enrich both personal spiritual walks as well as enhancing the 

lives of congregations. I ask for your prayers for those presenting, attending, and for our amazing 

Connectional Ministries staff that are working to ensure success. 

Thank you again for your prayers and support as I make this transition and learn to serve with you as we 

work together to offer the love of Christ to make disciples for the transformation of the world. I am your 

brother, 

Alive, together, in Christ! 

Matt 

Dr. Jerry Maddox (Matt) Woodbery, Jr. serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Email him at 

matt@sgaumc.com.  

 

Conference updates mobile app 

The South Georgia UMC mobile app has gotten a facelift. 

The convenient app – available free of charge for iPhone and Android phones/tablets – recently 

underwent a redesign and was launched last week. Those who have already downloaded the app need 

only update it to get the latest version. 

“We are continuously looking for ways to enhance how we share news with the clergy and laity of our 

Annual Conference,” said Kelly Roberson, Director of Communications. “Moving to an updated 

platform for our conference app allows us to be more creative in how we communicate by bringing news 

and highlights in a way that’s fast, simple, and easy to use.” 

In addition to the calendar and news, features include connections to both the church and clergy locators, 

and district and conference office information. Users can easily view and interact with conference social 

media: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, and Vimeo. Users can also receive up-to-the-minute 

alerts and message notifications sent out by the South Georgia Conference communications office. 

mailto:matt@sgaumc.com


 
 

To access the South Georgia Conference’s app, search “South Georgia UMC” in the Google Play or 

Apple stores. 

Download Android App on Google Play 

Download Apple App for iPhone 

 

Called to be Inclusive 

Summer Quarter: God’s Urgent Call 

Unit 3: Calls in the New Testament 

Sunday school lesson for the week of August 27, 2017 

By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

Lesson Scripture: Acts 10:19-33 

Background Scripture: Acts 10 

Key Verse: God has shown me that I should never call a person impure or unclean. Acts 10:28: “He said 

to them, “You all realize that it is forbidden for a Jew to associate or visit with outsiders. However, God 

has shown me that I should never call a person impure or unclean.” 

Purpose: To ponder the importance of ministering across cultural, racial, and socioeconomic boundaries. 

Hearing the Word 

The Adult Bible Studies’ writer ends this final lesson of the summer series with Acts 10. The lessons in 

this series of the “Called Prophets” throughout the Old Testament and the Disciples throughout the New 

Testament have all been unique, personal, and relational with God. The writer states, “God’s kingdom 

has no drones; we are all called to be worker bees. We are saved from a life of sin and set aside for a life 

of service.”  

God calls individuals from a wide range of characteristics to be His transformational agents for the 

mission. The writer briefly recaptures the calls/conversions of the prophets Moses, described as the son 

of slaves but who grew up in a wealthy household; and Amos, who was a shepherd and a trimmer of 

sycamore trees. While the emphasis this quarter has been on the theme of calling, these stories reveal 

that being called is part of the conversion process as well. 

The writer continues with the conversion theme from last week’s lesson, expressing that it is more than a 

single event in the lives of God’s people. The scripture also reveals that the conversion and the calls are 

often a more complex reality. The writer says that the Scripture text is another story of conversion in the 

lives of Peter and Cornelius’ transformations by the Holy Spirit and parallels the conversion stories of 

Acts 9 and 10. The Scripture text also contrasts the conversion story of Acts 10 as “radical and life 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ocv.southgeorgiaumc
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/south-georgia-conference-united/id791394127?mt=8


 
 

transforming” for both men. What happened to each was built on previous experiences with God.”  

As with Ananias in last week's lesson, there is not much Scripture text about Cornelius, but the Scripture 

conveys that Cornelius exhibited Godly characteristics. 

Who is Cornelius? 

 Appears and disappears in the same Bible chapter (Acts 10). 

  Honest seeker who had already developed a relationship with God. 

 Gentile soldier, great moral character, well respected amongst Jews, obedient to the direction of 

the Holy Spirit, and worshipper of the Jewish God (Acts 10:22). 

 Acts of compassion seen as memorial acts (Acts 10:31).  

 A humble leader (Acts 10:33). 

 A prayer life (Acts 10:30). 

Reflection: Recall a personal experience of conversion or call that was transformational in your life? 

How did you encounter the experience, and how is it alive in your life today? 

Who is Peter? 

 Personally discipled by Jesus.  

 A person of faith (Matthew 14:28). 

 Sometimes acted impulsively and even tried to kill a priest (John 18:10). 

 Bold, outspoken (Matthew 16:15-16).  

 Denied Jesus, cursed, and swore (Matthew 26:73-74). 

 Impartation of the Holy Spirit and transference to others during the Pentecost encounter (Acts 

2:14-36). 

 Some Scripture text of steadfast and Godly character (Galatians 2:11-13). 

 A Solid Rock. (John 1:42) “You are Simon…you shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter). 

Cephas and Peter are from the word for rock in Aramaic and Greek, respectively.  

 A prayer life (Acts 3:1).  

 

Reflection: Take time to skim through the Bible and identify those individuals and stories that portray 

great character strengths. Although there were those with character flaws, God's mission was carried out, 

and spiritual growth and conversion evolved. 

 

What’s the story on Peter and Cornelius? 

The story has an important focus of inclusiveness (Acts 10:28), as we see Peter (a Jew) and Cornelius (a 

Gentile) both experienced an encounter with the Holy Spirit in relation to God. In this chapter, the writer 

says that Luke describes the great leap of the Gospel moving forward and identifies several things that 

were important to Luke and the early Christians: 

 Luke sought to emphasize the fact that taking the gospel to the Gentiles was God’s idea.  

 He wanted to show exactly how this expansion happened and reveal precisely how God 

demonstrated approval. 



 
 

 Luke also wanted to reveal that it was Peter and not Paul who first took the gospel to the 

Gentiles. In addition, he wanted to show how the expansion of the gospel to the Gentiles did not 

require an allegiance to or the practice of Judaism. 

 Acts 10:1-4a: Luke gives us little information about Cornelius. However, what he does tell us is 

important. The man God used to reveal the divine desire to offer salvation to all people was a 

man of substance. He lived in the Roman capital of the province of Judea and served as an 

officer in the Roman army.  

 Verses 4b-8. Luke makes it clear that God chose Cornelius for this crucial mission because of his 

piety and compassion. In addition, the fact that he immediately carried out the angel’s 

instructions indicates he was the right man for the job. As we have seen in previous lessons this 

quarter, the willingness to do whatever God asks us to do is one of the most important attributes 

of a Christian disciple. 

Reflection: Where are areas in ministries, leadership, congregations, engagements, etc. (locally, 

nationally, and globally) where inclusiveness has been or can be beneficial?  

As we explored these lessons, we saw God use diversity and inclusiveness of lineages, nationalities, and 

cultures of individuals called to oneness in relationships through the association of God. In this text, 

Peter, through the impartation of the Holy Spirit and discipleship maturation, comes to a profound 

revelation that all persons are equal, and there is none better than the other. We see this in Acts 10:28: 

“He said to them, ‘You all realize that it is forbidden for a Jew to associate or visit with outsiders. 

However, God has shown me that I should never call a person impure or unclean.’” As Christians, the 

Holy Spirit draws us into oneness with God and one another. 

Conclusion 

We conclude the Adult Bible Studies Summer 2017 series with a timely call to continue this inclusive 

movement. We see that there are various characteristics portrayed in Peter and Cornelius that were 

fundamental in two very different individuals coming together in the association of God, along with the 

power of prayer, the Holy Spirit, faith, humility, and the steadfast love of God. 

Closing Prayer 

Father, let us be steadfast in moving forward to inclusiveness, love, and kindness to all near and far. Let 

us not be distracted or divided by those that do not share in our morals and values imparted by the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. Contact her 

at earnestine@sgaumc.com.   

The “Adult Bible Studies, Summer 2017, God’s Urgent Call” is used for the content of this lesson. 

 

The Rainbow 
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Fall Quarter: Covenant with God 

Unit 1: Signs of God’s Covenant 

Sunday school lesson for the week of September 3, 2017 

By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

Lesson Scripture: Genesis 8:20–9:17 

Background: Genesis 8:20-22 

Key Verse: “I will set up my covenant with you so that never again will all life be cut off by 

floodwaters. There will never again be a flood to destroy the earth.” (Genesis 9:11) 

Purpose: To recognize that despite the often destructive forces of existence, God’s promise of life 

endures. 

Hearing the Word 

The “Adult Bible Study” fall series writer begins this quarter with a highlight of what to expect: The 

Scripture readings this quarter highlight the theme of covenant. The word covenant means 

“agreement,” “contract,” or “arrangement.” In Hebrew, the word for “covenant” is berith. In general, 

covenant denotes a bond or relationship between two parties, usually symbolized by gestures (for 

example, the signing of a treaty, circumcision, a handshake) and signs (for example, a rainbow, the Ten 

Commandments, wedding rings). 

Bible lesson 

Covenant Models 

The Hebrew Scriptures include a myriad of examples of “covenant-making.” We see that the covenantal 

agreements have been a part of relationships and culture for ages. The writer uses the following 

Scriptural texts as examples: 

 Malachi alluded to the reference of a covenant between a husband and a wife when God would 

no longer accept the sacrificial offerings of corrupt priests (Malachi 2:14). The writer mentions 

that some scholars have suggested that the marriage agreement was the historical foundation for 

all subsequent “social and political covenant-making.” 

 David and Jonathan: Example of “friendship” covenant. (1 Samuel 18:3-4). 

 Solomon, Hiram, Abner, and David: Example of covenant between “rulers.” (2 Samuel 3:12-21; 

1 Kings 5:12). 

 Israelites and the indigenous animals: Example of covenant of “safety.” (Hosea 2:18). 

 Unwise attempt to form a political alliance with Egypt: example of covenant of “destruction.” 

(Isaiah 28:15, NRSV) 

 

Teacher: Have class members to recall a relational covenant, past or present. What was the experience or 

outcome? Have them share aloud with class members if comfortable.  



 
 

God’s Covenant “Never Again”  

Genesis 8:20-22: “Noah built an altar to the Lord. He took some of the clean large animals and some of 

the clean birds, and placed entirely burnt offerings on the altar. The Lord smelled the pleasing scent, and 

the Lord thought to himself, I will not curse the fertile land anymore because of human beings since the 

ideas of the human mind are evil from their youth. I will never again destroy every living thing as I have 

done. As long as the earth exists, seedtime and harvest, cold and hot, summer and autumn, day and night 

will not cease.” 

We see in this story that God made a covenant of “protection” before the destruction with Noah, for him, 

his family and the animals. The second covenant is after the destruction that the writer coins as, “Never 

Again,” between God and Noah and ultimately humanity (Genesis 8:20-22). This covenant is another 

“protection” covenant that He would “Never Again” flood the earth. God’s destruction of the land, 

humanity, and the animals were a response to the sinful ways of the people. He was very disappointed in 

the people and grieved. We see in verse 22 that God, however, had a change of heart about using this 

kind of force ever again. The writer says that the Genesis narrator of the Flood “was restrained, not 

explicitly mentioning the sheer terror of the event. The account does not detail the destructive natural 

powers God unleashed, unlike the descriptive vigor of the psalmist.” (Psalm 18:11, 14-15, NRSV). The 

writer also raises another aspect not revealed in the text, the emotional aspect of Noah and his family 

while in the ark. These points of conditions and others are left to the imagination of the reader. 

Teacher: Ask, when has force been used on individuals, groups or in engagements? Was it judicious, or 

would it have been beneficial to use other methods?  

God’s Covenant “With All Life” 

Post Destruction and Reconciliation 

Genesis 9:1-7. The writer says this section is God setting the stage for the new creation and His 

covenant with all the living things. The narrator of the text reminds humanity that we are made in the 

image of God, as well as the blessing and a command to be fertile and multiply. God restores the order, 

structure, and promise of hope and the future. The story conveys that God is ready to give humanity 

another chance just as He gives today to all that is willing to repent. 

Verses 8-17. The writer concludes by characterizing the final section of the Flood story as consisting of 

four speeches by God: The first three (verses 1-7, 8-11, 12-16) were directed to Noah and his sons, and 

the last one (verse 17), to Noah alone. In the second speech (verses 8-11), God introduced a covenant 

with all that lived and would live in the world.  

Teacher: Ask persons to identify from the concluding verses (8-17), the last four speeches of God. What 

emphases are the texts conveying? What is their interpretation of what God is conveying? Review the 

Bible Concordance for supporting texts.  

Closing Prayer 



 
 

Father, guide us as we maneuver through difficult choices and challenges, and let us choose correctly 

according to your will so that we may live a sin-free life. Amen. 

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. Contact her 

at earnestine@sgaumc.com.   

The Adult Bible Studies, Series Fall 2017 book is used for the content of this lesson. 

 

We need more than a moment of silence     

PATHWAY TO HIS PRESENCE 

B.J. FUNK 

I just watched one network’s morning show about the recent unrest in Barcelona, Spain. I listened 

intently for any message about turning to prayer. I didn’t hear one. One lady said of the attacks, “We just 

all huddled down and cried.” Am I naïve to wish that she had said, “We just all huddled down and 

prayed?” 

The horribly gruesome scenes focused on the hate that caused these attacks, on the training of Isis 

through their 400 page Playbook (how odd is that title?), and on those who were seen as heroes in the 

aftermath of the attacks. I never heard God mentioned once.  

The closest this network came to God, and yet leaving out his name, was a picture of a large group who 

had gathered for a “moment of silence.” I know all about the moment of silence. We were allowed to 

have that moment in my kindergarten class when I taught school. A moment was not enough then. It is 

not enough now. And a moment of silence without God is completely null and void. 

What saddens me most about this morning’s newscast is that it is now apparently okay to leave God out 

of the equation. The newscasters seemed to search for any word to use other than “prayer.” Tiptoeing 

around this moment of silence only serves to eliminate the enormous need we all have to include God in 

our pain, to reach out for him in our hurt, and to place him at the center of our disappointment and 

frustrations.  

Not that God won’t honor a moment of silence which references him, but that God knows better than all 

of us that a moment without honoring him is like casting our thoughts out into the ocean where they are 

swallowed up by the darkness of the deep sea. 

While Christians sleep, Isis plans. While Christians continue to chase the god of success and money, 

terrorist groups learn the next strategy to eliminate those in opposition to them. While we gather in our 

groups to plan parties, attend social events and continue to lift our names high, our brother and sister 

Christians are being martyred.  
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And, about that 400-page playbook of instructions on how to hate: I have a Bible (and so do you) with 

more than 2,000 pages of instructions on how to love. Why, then, are they successful? Is there anything 

we can do? 

We are all familiar with 2 Chronicles 7:14 which begins with, “If my people who are called by my name 

will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 

from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 

The challenges of this verse are several. Are we so prideful and built on our own success that we even 

know how to humble ourselves? Is humility so covered up with our own efforts to climb the ladder to 

success that we don’t even know its definition? Do we understand how to really seek his face and turn 

from our wicked ways? It will take a huge army of Christians joining together daily in sincere 

intercession for our country and for the world.  

Admittedly, I don’t pray fervently enough for our country and our world. Sometimes I only take a 

moment. But if we all put our moments together and multiply them by many other moments, we can 

appeal for God to heal our land. 

Therefore, please join me as we collect our moments together in a large, united effort for God’s healing 

in our land.  

The Rev. B.J. Funk, associate pastor of Central UMC in Fitzgerald, has written a book with 50 

devotionals on grief based on her personal experience. “Grief is not a Permanent Condition: 50 

Devotionals to Help You Through the Grieving Process” points the reader to Jesus and the hope found 

in Him. Visit www.bjfunkgrief.com for more information and to order. Email Rev. Funk at 

bjfunk@bellsouth.net. 

 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. Mike Benson 

The Rev. C. Mike Benson, 62, passed away Wednesday, Aug. 9, after a long battle with cancer. A native 

of Forsyth, Ga., and a graduate of Mercer University, Rev. Benson worked as a civil servant at Robins 

Air Logistics Center in Warner Robins before entering seminary at Candler School of Theology, Emory 

University, in Atlanta. He was ordained as a deacon in The United Methodist Church in 1993, received 

his Master of Theology degree in 1994, and was ordained an elder in 1997. 

Throughout his career in the South Georgia Conference, Rev. Benson served the Marion County Circuit 

in Buena Vista, including Union, Brantley, Tazewell, and Bethel UMCs; New Harvest UMC, Valdosta; 

Striplin Terrace UMC, Columbus; First UMC, Sylvania; and Central UMC, Fitzgerald. 
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He is survived by his wife of 30 years, Terri K. Benson, Fitzgerald; two sons, Stephen C. Benson, 

Fitzgerald, and C. Daniel Benson, Athens; his parents, Charles and Betty Benson, Warner Robins; and 

numerous aunts, uncles, and cousins. 

Services were held Saturday, Aug. 12, at 11:30 a.m. at Central United Methodist Church, Fitzgerald, 

with the Rev. Dr. Derek McAleer officiating, assisted by the Rev. Henry Bass, the Rev. Dr. Rich 

Wright, and the Rev. B.J. Funk. Pall bearers will be Daniel Benson, Stephen Benson, Dell Smith, Martin 

Will, Bill Melton, and Bobby Melton. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to the Special Projects/Needs Fund at 

Central UMC, P.O. Box 428, Fitzgerald, GA 31750. 

To sign the online registry, www.paulkfuneralhome.com.  

 

Scripture Readings – August 21 

Aug. 27 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 1:8-2:10 

Psalm 124 (UMH 846) 

Romans 12:1-8 

Matthew 16:13-20 

Sept. 3 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Exodus 3:1-15 

Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b 

Romans 12:9-21 

Matthew 16:21-28 

Sept. 10 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 12:1-14 

Psalm 149 

Psalm 119:33-40 

Romans 13:8-14 

Matthew 18:15-20 
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