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Church presence brings help, hope to those affected by Hurricane Irma 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Tricia Lewis carried sodden pillows to a growing pile of debris Friday afternoon, days after Hurricane 

Irma flooded her home with 18 inches of water. 

“It’s just stuff,” said Lewis, whose house on Lewis Street on Tybee Island was also flooded just 11 

months ago during Hurricane Matthew. “We’re a lot better off than a lot of people. Every day it gets 

better.” 

A couch, a mattress, box springs, carpet, and drywall pieces were piled up on the curb outside waiting to 

be hauled away. Nearly every home on Lewis Street had some level of water damage and will need 

repairs. 

Rev. Alex Tracey, pastor of Trinity Chapel United Methodist Church on Tybee Island, has known Lewis 

for years and has walked up and down Lewis Street twice a day each day since Hurricane Irma passed, 

checking on residents and assessing their needs. 

“The church doesn’t have to get out but it means a lot,” Lewis said of Tracey’s presence. “I think it’s 

wonderful to know that people care.” 

A few streets over Rev. Andy Lamon, campus pastor of The Chapel Effingham, Jodie Lamon, and 

several others from the church helped clean Becky and Chandler Kinsey’s home.  

Members of Trinity Chapel UMC, the Kinsey’s house hadn’t flooded in 56 years but storm surge from 

Hurricane Irma sent more than two inches of water into the couple’s home, soaking floors, walls, 

furniture, books, and other possessions.  

As she stood in the front yard, Jodie Lamon remembered dining in the same home 10 years ago when 

Rev. Lamon was appointed pastor of Trinity Chapel UMC. At the time, Chandler Kinsey was chairman 

of the church’s staff/parish relations committee and invited the couple to dinner. 



 
 

“For us to come back and help them is very meaningful,” Jodie Lamon said. “To continue to have 

community and that connection is really special.” 

The community was among the hardest hit in the conference and will need long-term help to recover, 

conference leaders say. Monetary donations to South Georgia’s Storm Recovery/Disaster Response fund 

and/or the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) will help alleviate some financial burden. 

Early Response Teams will be needed in the area, as will flood buckets.   

“In the days to come there will be many ways for United Methodists to be in ministry through our 

Conference’s response to Irma,” said Allison Lindsey, associate director of Connectional Ministries. 

“The disaster phase after relief is often deemed ‘long-term recovery,’ and rightfully so. We will be 

working through ERT and volunteer teams as needs are assessed and will also be looking at areas where 

case management will be beneficial. I am thankful that several counties have been given FEMA 

declarations for public and individual assistance. This assistance will be a tremendous resource for those 

with damage, and faith-based organizations will be able to walk alongside these communities and 

individuals.”  

 

Congregations and communities come together to serve during, after hurricane 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Hurricane Irma, which was downgraded to Tropical Storm Irma before it struck South Georgia Monday, 

Sept. 11, downed power lines, felled trees, flooded neighborhoods, and taxed local utilities throughout 

the region. One week after the storm, hundreds are still without power and full restoration will take 

months, officials say. 

United Methodists across Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina are still assessing the damage and 

cleaning up after the deadly storm that left at least 81 dead in the Caribbean and United States. As with 

other recent disasters – Hurricane Matthew just 11 months ago and the January Albany-area storms – 

congregations and communities have come together to serve one another, share Jesus’ love, and show 

that the conference is Alive Together in Christ. 

Several churches were once again able to open their doors as shelters, offering refuge to evacuees. 

Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner Robins, Park Ave. United Methodist Church in Valdosta, 

and Riverside United Methodist Church in Macon were among many UM churches that extended 

hospitality to those fleeing Hurricane Irma. 

Trinity UMC, which itself lost power during the storm, housed approximately 40 people, two cats, and a 

rabbit and fed about a dozen more people who were without electricity. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRhMsJHuPRzf_KYYSVDzS4vPHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouTkA8cO7wR95TrPBXcWcOUo=
http://www.umcor.org/Search-for-Projects/Search-for-Projects
http://www.sgaumc.org/irmashelters
http://www.sgaumc.org/irmashelters


 
 

“Our first response was, ‘what can we do to help?’” said Rev. Craig Hutto, senior pastor of Trinity 

UMC. Church leaders knew that the large gym/fellowship hall could be used to keep people safe during 

the storm, he said, and they wanted to put it to use.  

“Our mission is to know Christ, serve Christ, and share Christ. We wanted to be able to serve, help 

people, and be servants of Christ, and we thought this would be the best way to do that.” 

Soldiers with the Georgia Department of Defense’s 5th Brigade called Vineville United Methodist 

Church home for several days last week. The Macon church housed 50 soldiers and 50 State Troopers 

for five nights as they provided support during Tropical Storm Irma. The congregation fed them three 

meals and showed hospitality to those who came to serve and protect. 

“We just feel like this is part of what it means to love our neighbor and that’s what we are to be about,” 

said Dr. Jimmy Asbell, senior pastor of Vineville UMC. “We have a facility that can meet a need and we 

wanted to use it.” 

Along with serving meals at the Methodist Home for Children and Youth, Bishop Lawson Bryan and 

Sherrill Bryan came by the church and visited with first responders and volunteers and worshiped with 

the congregation on Sunday, Sept. 10. 

“You can’t be alive together if you aren’t with the people,” Dr. Asbell said. 

South Georgia’s Conference Pastoral Counselor, Rev. Deborah Wight-Knight, serves on a federally 

organized task force for Mental Health Crisis Response to victims of Hurricane Irma. Rev. Wight-

Knight’s Atlanta-based team is tasked with screening calls from people who are in immediate need for 

psychotropic medication.  

“People from South Florida and parts of Georgia evacuate with the necessities. Yet, in many cases, they 

are supplied only with limited amounts of their medications for serious conditions like schizophrenia, 

bipolar disorder, depression, anxiety, and ADHD,” she said. “They had plenty for a week, but what 

happens then?”  

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the Georgia Emergency Management Agency 

(GEMA), and the Florida Division of Emergency Management work together across state lines to 

respond to many needs, and faith-based agencies step in to help when needed, Rev. Wight-Knight said.  

“We have spent the last week training mental health professionals, pharmacists, distribution centers, and 

volunteers while responding to hundreds who are without the mental health resources they need for 

normal daily life, not to mention during a disaster,” she said. “The experience is both heart wrenching 

and heartwarming. Christ’s presence embodied through so many professionals and volunteers alike 

never ceases to truly amaze and inspire me. I am grateful that Bishop Bryan and the Annual Conference 

allow me to represent South Georgia in this way.”  



 
 

Early Response Teams are equipped to respond in the immediate aftermath of a disaster, and that’s 

exactly what two ERT teams, one from Central United Methodist Church in Fitzgerald and one from 

Harvest Church in Kathleen, did after Hurricane Irma swept through the state. The team from Harvest 

Church was on Tybee Island Saturday, helping clean homes and remove debris. 

Ben Hill County sustained a significant amount of wind damage, said Central UMC senior pastor Dr. 

Rich Wright, and several homeowners were trapped inside their houses by downed trees. The Central 

UMC ERT team sprang into action Tuesday, cutting limbs, moving logs and branches, and clearing 

debris. 

“They didn’t have time to wait two, three, four days for someone to cut up the tree. They needed our 

help right now,” Dr. Wright said of the homeowners, most of whom were also without power. “This was 

a way we can share our faith in Jesus Christ. They had a need we could help meet.” 

Throughout the South Georgia Conference, there have been glimpses of ways the Church and its people 

have been Alive Together in Christ amid the storms. From feeding evacuees to providing cleaning 

buckets and hygiene kits to removing tree limbs and debris from yards, United Methodists are sharing 

the love of Christ in meaningful and tangible ways. The congregations of the South Georgia Annual 

Conference truly are Alive Together! 

 

After Hurricane Irma: Early response teams now needed 

The Conference Disaster Response Team is currently assessing how we as South Georgia United 

Methodists can be of assistance, both in our own conference and the Florida Conference, following the 

aftermath of Hurricane Irma. We were fortunate as we witnessed a significant downgrade in Irma before 

reaching South Georgia. 

We will be gathering damage assessments and mobilizing resources as needed throughout South 

Georgia in the days to come. Thank you for the many ways the connection continues to support the 

response. 

As we continue to pray for those impacted by the storm, here’s what you need to know now: 

Early Response Teams: Early Response Teams are our greatest need at this time, especially in the 

Coastal District. These teams work in coordination with county Emergency Management officials and 

local disaster response groups. Contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com if you are interested in 

deploying. Due to flooding, mucking out of homes is a crucial need. 

Financial Donations: To aid with disasters within the South Georgia Annual Conference you can send 

financial gifts through the Conference Treasurer's Office earmarked Advance Special #6796 - South 

Georgia Storm Recovery (Disaster Response). The address is PO Box 13145 / Macon, Georgia 31208. 

mailto:morhilll@gmail.com


 
 

Click here to donate online to the South Georgia Conference Storm Recovery effort. Financial gifts will 

make a significant impact on this disaster, future relief, and long-term recovery efforts. 

Relief Supplies: UMCOR hygiene kits and cleaning kits will be needed in the days, weeks and months 

ahead. This is a great way to have all ages of your church involved in outreach. Your church can collect 

and assemble these relief kits. Instructions for the various kits can be found at www.umcor.org. The 

following locations are drop-off locations for hygiene kits and cleaning kits through the end of 

September: 

Wesley UMC in Macon (4256 Hartley Bridge Rd, Macon, GA 31216). Please call the church office, 

(478) 781-0332, to make arrangements before dropping off your items. 

Christ UMC in Albany (505 Byron Plantation Rd, Albany, GA 31721). Please call the church office, 

(229) 436-3373, to make arrangements before dropping off your items. 

Grace UMC in Vidalia (1200 Aimwell Road, Vidalia, GA  30474). Please call the church office, (912) 

537-3973, to make arrangements before dropping off your items. 

Park Avenue UMC in Valdosta (100 East Park Avenue, Valdosta, Georgia 31605). Please contact the 

church office, (229) 242-3562, to make arrangements before dropping off your items. 

Instructions for these kits can be found at: www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies. 

*Please note: We are only equipped to transport and distribute the requested items. If you know of 

individuals with access to trailers who would be willing to help transport collected items from the drop-

off locations to Macon, please email Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com. 

Early Response Team Trainings: We are in the process of scheduling additional Early Response Team 

trainings. If you are interested in hosting an ERT training for your area, please email Luis Morales at 

morhilll@gmail.com. We will disseminate information on where and when these trainings have been 

scheduled as soon as possible. 

Keeping You Informed: We will continue to keep you updated through our website and Facebook page 

as assessments are made and invitations are given for outside ERT teams to come into these areas as 

needed.   

 

Methodist Home houses evacuees, shares Christ’s love 

By Brittany Grier, Marketing Coordinator, The Methodist Home 

The Methodist Home was blessed with the opportunity to serve others during Hurricane Irma. It was 

truly an incredible week of service! 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRhMsJHuPRzf_KYYSVDzS4vPHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouTkA8cO7wR95TrPBXcWcOUo=
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/hygiene
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/Cleaning
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/%21G9NIpVgYDJpQzfklRE596U1grX8qMUZi4aPRBhYnfOX
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/hygiene
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/Cleaning
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies
mailto:allison@sgaumc.com
mailto:morhilll@gmail.com
http://www.sgaumc.org/%21HCLoRBWv9Mpaka7iS144KwJtyIyi0UW-Y-QBNYa4T5v
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/%21Eue4Ry1BujlciGQkm8o69fi-wYyj-sdyJrzmpz4FDBR


 
 

Roughly 120 kids and staff from The Florida United Methodist Children’s Home, along with seven 

dogs, arrived at The Methodist Home in Macon on Thursday, September 7 as they evacuated from 

Enterprise, Fla. ahead of Hurricane Irma. 

The following day Bishop Lawson Bryan, along with his wife, Sherrill, served a hot breakfast to the 

guests from Florida. During the day many kind people reached out to learn about our needs; thus, The 

Home was blessed by many donations ahead of the storm.  

Over the weekend, the storm’s progress was evaluated and The Home made the decision to bring each of 

the regional campuses to Macon for shelter during the storm. This added another 70 people to the group. 

All of the kids were blessed by Mercer University, who reached out to offer free tickets to their football 

game. A kind donor also donated a dinner at Nu-Way for everyone! 

Sunday morning North Central District Superintendent, Dr. Rick Lanford, spoke to the entire group at 

Chapel. The Home was blessed with many contributions which were shared with Riverside UMC’s 

shelter and Vineville UMC that was sheltering first responders. 

On Monday morning, Riverside UMC set up a movie outing for the kids. Irma made her presence 

known in the afternoon and The Home lost power. Thankfully, the Rumford Center has a strong 

generator which allowed the kids to be housed and fed during the storm. 

After nearly a week, the kids and staff from Florida went home. Before they left, Bishop and Mrs. Bryan 

returned to serve breakfast again and prayed for their traveling mercies. They arrived home safely! 

On Tuesday Magnolia Manor was also without power and had a limited generator. The Home prepared 

and delivered meals to them. The donated items were also organized in order to share excess with 

Macon Outreach, Forest Hills UMC’s Backpack Program, and a few other local charities. 

On Wednesday, September 13, The Methodist Home received a call from Wesley Glen, who might need 

shelter after having generator problems. Thankfully their power was restored! Extra water was delivered 

to the small town of Marshallville, Ga. as they put out a plea for help. On Wednesday, we reopened our 

Eagle’s Nest Children’s Center on a portable generator for parents who had to return to work. 

All of the kids from the regional campuses have safely returned home. The St. Marys Campus was still 

without power as of Thursday. They were able to take back supplies to meet their needs. Thankfully the 

power was restored to our Macon campus at 3:30 p.m. on Wednesday! 

What a week of grace, hospitality, and blessings! So many people sent gifts, called, or helped – The 

Methodist Home is overwhelmed by God’s grace and provision. We are truly Alive Together in Christ! 

 

Churches outside Florida feel effects of Irma 



 
 

By Linda Bloom 
Sept. 12, 2017 | UMNS 

 

While United Methodists across Florida began to take stock as Hurricane Irma left the state, church 

members in Georgia and South Carolina were dealing with flash flooding, downed trees and power 

outages as the storm headed north. 

 

Reports also began to emerge from Hispanic-Latino churches in the Caribbean, where Irma began its 

path of destruction on Sept. 5 in the Leeward Islands. The hurricane killed 36 people in the Caribbean 

before making landfall on the U.S. mainland. On Sept. 12, evacuees were beginning to head home while 

others began assessing the damage. 

 

For Scott Parish, disaster response coordinator for the North Georgia Conference, Irma’s appearance 

meant shifting gears from assisting with the United Methodist response to Hurricane Harvey to 

preparing for a storm of their own. 

 

“It's a significant event when a tropical storm hits Atlanta and North Georgia,” said Parrish, whose home 

near Augusta was still without power. “While expected on the coast, it is an extraordinary storm for us.” 

 

Reports so far indicate downed trees and tree limbs and broad-scale power outages. A tree fell on a 

church office space in a house in the Royston area, he said, and there was an unconfirmed report of 

possible tree damage on a church in metro Atlanta. 

 

“It appears we'll be able to tackle this more as local responses, neighbors helping neighbors, and 

churches helping their communities, including the vulnerable and those with limited resources,” Parrish 

wrote in an email sent by cellphone to United Methodist News Service. 

 

He also has been in touch with the United Methodist Committee on Relief and the Georgia Voluntary 

Organizations Active in Disasters and “will respond as needed.” 

 

Irma’s winds also downed trees and power lines in the South Georgia Conference. “Because of the size 

of Irma, there was not one district that was not impacted,” noted Allison Lindsey, the conference’s 

associate director for connectional ministries. 

 

“The coastal areas (of Georgia) are still our big unknown,” she said. 

 

As entry to the coast opens up, the conference will collect information from pastors and church members 

there regarding any Irma-related damage or needs. 

 

In other areas, “we’ve seen a lot of the local churches now getting out into their communities and 

helping others clean up,” Lindsey added. Some Florida evacuees who can do so are returning home and 

church shelters are beginning to pack up. 

 

In the South Carolina Conference, which is still in disaster recovery mode from Hurricane Matthew in 

2016, Irma’s impact was milder than anticipated. “We’re in a pretty good place from where we thought 

we might be,” said Matt Brodie, disaster response coordinator. 



 
 

 

Compared to Matthew, Irma caused more power outages upstate and a higher storm surge along the 

coast, he added. Some areas that did not flood during Matthew have apparently flooded with Irma. “The 

biggest difference is that Matthew brought more rainfall and stayed on top of us longer,” Brodie 

explained. 

 

Damage reports by its Early Response Teams have been consistent across the state, he said. “Lots of 

trees have come down and a lot of the power outages,” he added. While the storm surge had an impact 

on downtown Charleston, “the areas that flooded are the areas that are used to flooding,” Brodie pointed 

out. 

 

After finishing assessments in the next day or two, including checking on any potential issues with local 

churches, the conference will start looking to send teams to other areas affected by Hurricanes Harvey 

and Irma, he said. 

 

In the Caribbean, Hurricane Irma winds caused massive damage as it passed over Barbuda and then 

moved on to St. Martin and the Virgin Islands on Sept. 6. 

 

Refugees from those and other islands are arriving in Puerto Rico, where the Methodist Church in 

Puerto Rico is coordinating relief efforts with UMCOR. The church has missions in the Virgin Islands. 

 

Puerto Rican Bishop Ortiz also is in contact with Bishop Ricardo Pereira of the Methodist Church in 

Cuba to offer support and help. The Methodist Church has a presence in all provinces in Cuba. 

 

Irma first made landfall Sept. 8 in Cuba as a Category 5 hurricane, causing 10 deaths. The north and 

central parts of Cuba were hard hit and water surged over the Malecon, Havana’s famous seawall, 

flooding parts of the Cuban capital. The Associated Press also reported that 39 buildings in Santa Clara, 

a city with a historic Methodist church, collapsed because of Irma. 

 

Irma’s impact on the Dominican Republic focused on the island’s north area, especially Nagua, where 

25 houses were destroyed. The Evangelical Dominican Church, composed of Methodists, Presbyterians 

and Moravians, opened some of its schools to serve as shelter in Puerto Plata area. The church also is 

helping victims with food, water and emergency supplies.  

HOW TO HELP 

United Methodists wishing to help can make donations directly through UMCOR’s Domestic Disaster 

Response Advance #901670. 

Churches and individuals also can assemble cleaning buckets. Here is how. 

 

Bishop Bryan reflects on one year in South Georgia, looks ahead to future  

Stay Calm, Stay Connected, and Stay the Course 

http://www.umcor.org/Search-for-Projects/Projects/901670
http://www.umcor.org/Search-for-Projects/Projects/901670
http://www.umcor.org/ArticleDocuments/232/Cleaning%20Kit%20Assembly%20Instructions%20-%20Sept%202017.pdf.aspx?Embed=Y


 
 

ADVOCATE: It’s hard to believe more than a year has passed since you were appointed and 

installed to the South Georgia Conference! How has being a bishop differed from being a local 

church pastor? 

BISHOP BRYAN: Some of the differences would include expanding my parish area from a local 

community to an annual conference covering 61 percent of the state of Georgia. Another difference 

would be the shift in focus from one local church to working with the cabinet and conference staff to 

provide resources for more than 600 churches. Expanded denominational responsibilities would be 

another difference. But there also some striking similarities, such as: our wonderful connectional system, 

opportunities to be inspired by the amazing commitment of our laity and clergy, and the thrill of being 

Alive Together in Christ at a time when the world needs the redemptive leadership of hope-filled United 

Methodists. 

ADVOCATE: How have you remained grounded yet focused on leadership and what you’ve been 

called to do? 

BISHOP BRYAN: Fortunately I have been blessed to have had some excellent teachers and mentors 

who have encouraged the practice of spiritual disciplines as a way of remaining alive in Christ. So while 

much has changed over the past year, I have doubled down on practicing what John Wesley called “the 

ordinances of God.” I find The Book of Common Prayer to be a very helpful resource for daily prayer 

and Bible study. I am in a covenant group with several other bishops – we pray for one another and hold 

each other accountable for personal growth. The appointive cabinet and I begin our meetings with Bible 

study; currently we are studying the prophet Amos. Reading also helps me remain grounded. Two books 

I strongly recommend are Canoeing the Mountains by Tod Bolsinger and The Anatomy of Peace by the 

Arbinger Institute. Then there is Sherrill. God uses her to keep me grounded. I love our early morning 

devotional time, our daily walks, and her constant encouragement throughout the day.  

ADVOCATE: You are passionate about people owning their identities as being “alive together in 

Christ.” Why is this so important to you? 

BISHOP BRYAN: I am passionate about that because in a confusing world that phrase gives us 

absolute clarity about God’s truth for us: Ephesians 2:5 says that when we were dead God made us alive 

together in Christ. Being alive together in Christ is God’s gift to us. Let’s claim that as the great treasure 

of our lives. We have all we need because we are Alive Together in Christ and that is the liberating light 

we have to offer to a world that is in bondage to death and disunity. That is what drives our prophetic 

proclamation and action. We cannot ask others do that which we are uniquely equipped to do.  

ADVOCATE: What have you been most surprised at being here in the South Georgia 

Conference? 

BISHOP BRYAN: First, I am surprised that I have the privilege of being here. What God did in July 

2016 at Lake Junaluska still leaves me in awe and wonder. Second, I am surprised at how quickly and 

effortlessly the laity and clergy of this conference have embraced us with the hospitality of Christ. I 



 
 

already knew that was a wonderful conference for it gave me my first church home as a child. But I also 

know transitions can be difficult and yet the members of the South Georgia Conference have opened so 

many doors and provided so much love that Sherrill and I feel like we have been here all of our lives. No 

wonder John and Charles Wesley lived in South Georgia when they came to America! 

ADVOCATE: You travel a lot and have the opportunity to meet and work with other bishops. 

What stands out to you about the South Georgia Conference? 

BISHOP BRYAN: Our members may not realize that the South Georgia Conference is well-known 

throughout Methodism for several reasons. First, others travel here to visit the places where John and 

Charles Wesley lived and worked. Second, Epworth By The Sea is well-known and much appreciated as 

the most desirable site for meetings of the Council of Bishops, World Methodist Evangelism, and a host 

of other denominational agencies. Third, the Arthur J. Moore Methodist Museum is unique among all 

annual conferences. Fourth, the president of MissionInsite, a major demographic resource, lives in the 

South Georgia Conference. Fifth, the two fastest growing UM churches over the past 10 years are 

located in our conference. Then there is Wesleyan College – the first college in the world to offer 

degrees for women.  And I could go on and on. 

I often tell those outside South Georgia that I have been overwhelmed by the authenticity, the passionate 

devotion to Christ, and the rich diversity that I have found among our laity and clergy.  I especially 

appreciate the many communities in which there is a vibrant downtown area often with a center square, 

an historic courthouse, and a Methodist church that is architecturally beautiful and a hub of community 

life. We have lots of those and I love it. 

ADVOCATE: 2019 will be a pivotal year in the life of The United Methodist Church. What are 

your thoughts on that and what do you say to South Georgia United Methodists about the future 

of the denomination?  

BISHOP BRYAN: To our churches I want to say: Stay Calm; Stay Connected; and Stay the Course. 

We are making disciples of Jesus Christ because we are Alive Together in Christ. That will not change 

after 2019. I do recognize that 2019 will be pivotal because of the special session of General 

Conference. The purpose of the special session is to move us beyond the impasse over sexuality. The 

proposals to be considered will come from the laity and clergy of the Commission on a Way Forward. 

They will first be acted upon by the Council of Bishops. Then they will come to all of us for our 

consideration. The leadership of the South Georgia Conference is already making plans to design a 

process that our churches can use to meaningfully consider whatever recommendations come to us. I 

anticipate that we will complete the design of that process and introduce it to the conference early in 

2018. The members of the Commission on a Way Forward have committed themselves to recommend a 

way forward that does not continue the conflict and that honors the desire of United Methodists to be 

faithful to Biblical truth and to the historic Christian faith. This can be done in a way that respects the 

diversity that is part of a global church like ours. I believe it will be done and the world will be better for 

it. We are Alive Together in Christ and because of what the Holy Spirit is going to do we will continue 



 
 

to be Alive Together in Christ. Stay Calm. Stay Connected. Stay the Course of making disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of the world.  

ADVOCATE: What is the greatest opportunity we have as United Methodists in the coming 

year(s)? 

BISHOP BRYAN: After a year of listening and learning I have written the following statement to 

express what I see as the greatest opportunity we have: Laity and Clergy who are Alive Together in 

Christ through Redemptive Relationships and Hope-filled churches SO THAT the world may come to 

believe in Jesus Christ (and that is what transforms the world). By “redemptive relationships” I mean 

we have the opportunity to develop disciples who know how to bring people together, remove dividing 

walls of hostility, and create a unity in Christ that overcomes the violence, hatred, and disunity that 

threaten us all. By “hope-filled churches” I mean that while grace, faith, and love are of central 

importance, so is hope – in fact, hope is what so many individuals and people groups are looking for 

today. So our great opportunity lies in the fact that it is in our DNA as Methodists to practice redemptive 

relationships and to provide hope-filled churches to the communities of our conference.  

ADVOCATE: What’s been the South Georgia Conference’s greatest accomplishment of the past 

year? What are you most proud of? 

BISHOP BRYAN: It would be hard to find an accomplishment greater than the incredible response of 

our conference to four major disasters in the past 13 months. Our areas had not experienced disasters of 

this magnitude in the past 25 years. Then came Hurricane Matthew, followed by the storms in Albany 

and the tornadoes in several of our districts. Our members and churches rose to the occasion, led by 

Allison Lindsey and the conference disaster response team. Today, long after FEMA has left, one of our 

clergywomen continues serving as a caseworker for families affected by Matthew. And just last week 

we experienced Hurricane Irma – a storm so large that touched all areas of the Florida Conference and 

all areas of our conference. Thanks to all the Early Response Teams, the churches serving as shelters, 

and the special offerings that are being sent to our conference office. Well done, South Georgia! 

I am proud that for the past 10 months I have monthly with the Strategic Initiatives Team and the 

Connectional Ministries staff to answer questions such as: Where are we alive in the South Georgia 

Conference? Where is God nudging us to be more alive? What are we already doing to realize these 

dreams? Who else needs to be at the table? How will we know when we get there? As the answers 

continue be discovered we are gaining momentum as we prepare for an upcoming meeting of the 

Leadership Forum. 

I am proud of the continuing progress in paying our apportionments so that we can participate in the 

ministry of The UMC all over the world. Our conference treasurer recently noted that coming out of the 

summer we are 3 percent ahead of where we were last year in terms of apportionments paid. Hallelujah! 

Congratulations to our laity and clergy! 

I am proud that we are continuing to strengthen our Hispanic, Korean, and African-American churches 



 
 

while also encouraging all of our churches to engage with their surrounding communities. There is a 

healthy appreciation for the diversity that is part of being Alive Together in Christ in South Georgia.  

ADVOCATE: What’s your biggest goal for your second year? 

BISHOP BRYAN: To help position the South Georgia Conference for fruitful ministry for quadrennia 

to come: I want to see us reach our goal of an overall increase in average worship attendance; I want to 

continue connecting all the areas of our conference ministry so that we have increasing clarity and 

alignment for the benefit of the local church; and I want to see us design an innovative process for 

growing redemptive leaders and hope-filled churches. This is what it means to be Alive Together in 

Christ. 

I want to work with our laity and clergy leadership to design a process for receiving and responding to 

the recommendations that will come to us from the Commision on a Way Forward. I want us to make 

good use of this unique opportunity to respond to the Holy Spirit calling us to renew the Methodist 

movement in our churches and communities.  

ADVOCATE: What’s been your greatest joy of the past year? 

BISHOP BRYAN: Getting to know hundreds of our 120,000 brothers and sisters in Christ in more than 

600 churches.  Preaching. Working with the Appointive Cabinet and the entire conference staff. Annual 

Conference was a joy.  Watching the outpouring of love and service in response to hurricanes, floods, 

tornadoes, and other crises. And of course, the birth of our grandson! 

 

In the Heart of the Connection 

FOCUS ON THE VISION 

MATT WOODBERY, JR. 

“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of 

sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 

produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does 

not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has 

been given to us.” Romans 5:1-5, NRSV 

This column is being written in the aftermath of Hurricane Irma. Although the damage was not 

catastrophic for most of us, it has left many homes damaged, businesses hurt, and lives disrupted. 

Recovery will take months and years for many, more than likely. As usual, the most vulnerable of our 

communities suffer the most. Thanks be to God for the dozens of volunteers from United Methodist 



 
 

churches across our Conference who have committed time, money, food, and dry goods providing 

immediate needs and lasting hope to those most affected by the storm! 

It has been a blessing to observe and learn the depth and breadth of love in action in the people called 

Methodist across the South Georgia Connection. Our Connectional Ministries staff are collecting many 

“Alive, Together, In Christ” sightings and have been reporting those in our social media outlets and this 

issue of the Advocate. God has indeed moved in mighty ways through the hands and feet of those called 

to serve our communities! 

One of the observations I have gained during the preparation for this storm is watching many churches 

discovering, or maybe re-discovering, methods of reaching out to the communities around them in new 

and often profound and timely ways. The reader may have heard the term “missional,” that is, seeking 

active ministries in and around the communities where the church is located and offering Christ through 

active and relevant ministries that meet real human needs, both practical and spiritual; temporal and 

eternal.  

Instead of looking at the mission field as being only overseas (and that is still a vital and urgent ministry 

of The United Methodist Church), the church is considered to be oriented toward being missional when 

it discerns and organizes for opportunities to apply the same sense of mission to serve those in their 

neighborhoods, towns, and counties.  

I have noticed that many congregations have made this discovery under the urgency of an impending 

mega-storm. Many congregations asked, “How can we help those people evacuating from Florida and 

the Georgia coast? What would my family need if we had to leave everything?” Many churches were 

thinking creatively as they assessed the assets and resources available and applying them to the 

congregation’s vision for being an agent for hope and transformation in their communities for the time 

of need. Some realized they had much and offered much. Others realized they had little, but offered 

what they could in thoughtful and loving ways. Such innovation is exciting and inspirational! 

But under the old maxim of “don’t let a perfectly good disaster go to waste,” let me encourage all those 

heroic churches who heard the call to rise to the occasion to not lose the spark of inspiration and 

innovation to be a missional church—why wait for a disaster to hit to open your doors to strangers in 

need? There are needs in all our communities that are perpetual and urgent. Partnering with fellow 

churches and religious organizations, governmental agencies, and other non-profit groups to meet those 

constant needs can help to reinforce the discovered—or re-discovered—since of mission and ministry in 

your churches. 

May we all be on the lookout for how God continues to move in mighty ways through our service in 

response to God’s love for us. In so doing, we become alive, together in Christ. That’s how disciples are 

made and the world transformed! 

From the heart of the Connection, 



 
 

Matt 

Rev. Dr. Jerry Maddox (Matt) Woodbery, Jr. serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Email him 

at matt@sgaumc.com.  

 

Connecting Neighbors: UMCOR’s Disaster Response Leadership Training Program  

Over the past year - through Hurricane Matthew, the Albany tornadoes, and most recently Tropical 

Storm Irma - United Methodists across South Georgia have stepped up and shown what it means to be 

“Alive Together In Christ.”  

Local churches and individuals have been involved in their communities, offering feeding ministries and 

sheltering programs to providing comfort and early response teams and much more. Stories continue to 

bubble up of creative ways neighbors are helping neighbors and examples of volunteers through the 

local churches sharing in the response. 

When a disaster strikes, the local church provides the first response. The visible presence of the church 

is an essential and effective ministry that brings God’s hope and healing to people in times of crisis. 

Some types of disasters, such as a hurricane, allow for time to prepare, while others such as a tornado 

can leave a community devastated and in shock. Preparation both for members personally and as a 

congregation in the community is key to a timely, effective response.  

“The local church is the most important asset in a Conference response to a disaster event because 

nobody knows the resources in their community better than they do. They also have the relationships to 

draw upon those resources,” said Allison Lindsey, associate director of Connectional Ministries who 

oversees disaster response in the South Georgia Conference, “It allows us to equip them in the response 

and walk alongside the response and recovery. Building capacity and training around this preparation 

piece can be significant to the impact we can have in a catastrophic event.” 

A church prepared for disaster ministry takes steps to safeguard the people and property of the church 

and is prepared to be in outreach and ministry, both within their community and throughout the 

connection. The United Methodist Committee on Relief’s (UMCOR) Connecting Neighbors 

Leadership Training is a one-day, local church disaster readiness program designed to equip volunteers 

with the information and tools they need to guide a response and have a presence in their community 

leading up to and following a disaster.  

Participants in the training learn how to identify types of disasters likely to impact the community. 

Participants also learn how to assess the immediate needs of their neighbors and then match that to the 

church’s resources to meet those needs through their members and facilities. The training also helps 

churches see how they can connect to outside resources and to the community’s emergency plans as well 

as how to develop a system of communication. 
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“I am looking forward to representing the South Georgia Annual Conference at the Southeastern 

Jurisdiction Disaster Academy as I teach the Connecting Neighbors curriculum,” Lindsey said. “Even 

more so, I look forward to then bringing this training to our local churches here in South Georgia. I 

cannot think of a better way to build capacity within our Conference than by helping local churches 

understand how disaster response works and how they can be a part of this unique ministry.” 

As the Connecting Neighbor slogan logo says, “Ready Congregants, Ready Congregations, Ready 

Response.” UMCOR gives United Methodists the ability to respond to emergencies and help untold 

numbers of people get assistance when they do not know where to turn.  

If your church would be interested in hosting a Connecting Neighbors training event, please contact 

Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com.  

 

Hispanic congregations gather for time of fellowship, worship on St. Simons Island 

HISPANIC NEWS 

REV. DANIEL MEDINA 

On the second week of July the Hispanic congregations of Warner Robins and Macon traveled to 

Epworth By The Sea for four days of Bible study, fellowship, and rest. 46 people decided to get out of 

their homes and facilities to praise God and live as Christian community in our beautiful conference 

retreat on St. Simons Island.  

Some of the activities during these days included playing different sports, riding bikes, swimming at the 

pool, or simply walking at the pier. In the morning of the second day the group got together at the beach 

to celebrate the baptism of five youth. After singing several praise songs and a prayer, I led the ritual of 

baptism in which the candidates and the congregation renounce to sin and offer their lives and gifts to 

God and the church. The moment of immersion in the sea water was full of symbolism and very special 

for both the youth to be baptized and for the congregation; some believe that even was a sacred moment 

was also fun for the girl and the four boys. 

Every day started and ended with time for prayer as a group or as a family. On Sunday morning a 

worship service with Communion was celebrated at the beautiful Lovely Lane Chapel. After a delicious 

lunch the group returned to their places giving thanks to God for letting them enjoy those days as a 

family of faith.  

Rev. Daniel Medina serves as pastor of Nueva Vida United Methodist Church in Macon and associate 

director of Connectional Ministries for Hispanic Ministries. 

~~~ 
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En la segunda semana de julio las congregaciones de Warner Robins y Nueva Vida de Macon viajaron a 

Epworth by the Sea para cuatro días de estudio bíblico, descanso y diversión. 46 personas de todas 

edades decidieron salir de sus hogares y templo para vivir en comunidad cristiana en el hermoso 

campamento de retiro de la conferencia en la isla St. Simon.  

Algunas de las actividades que disfrutaron al llegar al campamento fueron tiempo de nadar en alberca, 

jugar basquetbol o tenis, andar en bicicletas, o simplemente caminar en el muelle.  

En la segunda mañana de esos días el grupo se reunió en la playa para celebrar el bautismo de cinco 

jovencitos. Después de unos canticos y una oración, el pastor Medina ofició el ritual de bautismo 

durante el cual los jóvenes y la congregación renunciaron al pecado y ofrecieron sus vidas a Dios, y sus 

dones a la iglesia. El momento de la inmersión dentro de las aguas fue no solo simbólico sino especial 

para la congregación, y hasta cierto modo divertido y sagrado para los bautizantes.  

Los días comenzaban y terminaban con oraciones por grupo o por familia. El domingo por la mañana se 

celebró un culto de Comunión en la hermosa capilla de Lovely Lane de Epworth. Después de un 

delicioso almuerzo el grupo regresó a sus lugares de origen dando gracias a Dios por haber disfrutado de 

unos días de vacaciones en tan hermoso lugar.  

 

Spirit-Filled Heart 

Fall Quarter: Covenants With God 

Unit 1: Signs of God’s Covenant  

Sunday school lesson for the week of September 24, 2017 

By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

Lesson Scripture: Ezekiel 36:22-32 

Background Scripture: Ezekiel 36—37; Titus 3:1-11; Ezekiel 36:22-32 

Purpose: To cultivate a new heart and a new spirit, transformed by the grace of God. 

Key Verses: “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you. I will remove your stony heart 

from your body and replace it with a living one.” (Ezekiel 36:26) 

Hearing the Word 

As we encounter this week’s lesson in the Adult Bible Studies Fall Series1, we will examine Israel’s 

disobedience and failures that caused their lives to be violently impacted by the Babylonian’s invasion 

and their exile. 

Historical Context  



 
 

Ezekiel 36:16-21 (The Message translation)2 

16-21 God’s Message came to me: “Son of man, when the people of Israel lived in their land, they 

polluted it by the way they lived. I poured out my anger on them because of the polluted blood they 

poured out on the ground. And so I got thoroughly angry with them polluting the country with their 

wanton murders and dirty gods. I kicked them out, exiled them to other countries. I sentenced them 

according to how they had lived. Wherever they went, they gave me a bad name. People said, ‘These are 

God’s people, but they got kicked off his land.’ I suffered much pain over my holy reputation…” 

Who is Ezekiel? 

(New Revised Standard Version translation)3 

 He is a prophet of priestly lineage, probably Zadokite, and followed the ritual requirements that 

allowed him to work as a priest.  

 Prophesized from 593 to 571 BCE; proclaimed Jerusalem’s fall to Nebuchadnezzar (587 BCE) 

as an instrument by God. (Ezekiel 29:19-20). 

 He was taken into Exile, along with other Judahites, in 597 BCE, which was also the year of 

defeat for Nebuchadnezzar by Jerusalem.  

 Like many of the other prophets major and minor in the Hebrew Scriptures, he was called – or 

better, compelled – to be a prophet (2:1-5). 

Bible Lesson 

The Adult Bible Studies’ writer gives a summarized historical text:  

Chapters 1–24 recount Ezekiel’s call to be God’s prophet, his early warnings about God’s 

judgment on the Israelites, the impending doom of Jerusalem. Chapters 25–32 turn to the foreign 

powers that contributed to the destruction of Jerusalem and prophesy their demise. Chapters 33–

39 describe consoling oracles after the fall of Jerusalem that point to the future restoration of 

Israel. Chapters 40–48 envision a rebuilt city of Jerusalem and a new, purified, and vibrant 

Temple. 

The writer categorizes this week’s scripture as a hopeful outlook for Israel, which falls within three 

subsections: verses 22-23, a statement about God’s motive for reestablishing Israel; verses 24-30, a 

description of what God will do for his people; and verses 31-32, what God expected in return from his 

people.  

Verses 22-23: “Therefore, say to the house of Israel, The Lord God proclaims: ‘House of Israel, I’m not 

acting for your sake but for the sake of my holy name, which you degraded among the nations where 

you have gone.’”  

God makes his intent known and proclaims the reestablishment of Israel because of his name’s sake. 

God is open to restoration and reconciliation to the sinful nature of humanity. He responds to the 

disobedience and embarrassment of the Israelites before the other nations. 



 
 

Verse 24: God responds with a decisive show of authority and act of retribution to the Israelites’ 

disobedience and the taunting from hostile nations: “These are the Lord’s people, yet they had to leave 

his land” (Verse 20).  

In verse 24, God gathers those who had been exiled into other countries and bring them back to their 

“fertile land.” 

Verses 25-28: “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you. I will remove your stony heart 

from your body and replace it with a living one, and I will give you my spirit so that you may walk 

according to my regulations and carefully observe my case laws.” 

The writer relates the inner spiritual renewal of the Israelites as an external rite. Ezekiel pronounces 

God’s promise of a new heart and spirit to be given to the people, deliverance from their sin, and the 

repair of a broken relationship. 

Verses 29-30: God continues his promise of deliverance from an unclean, sin nature and corruption, 

guaranteeing that they would not pollute the land when they returned. God’s promise was transactional, 

in that God’s reputation depended on the people of Israel’s return to their land and the productivity of 

the land. 

Teacher: Ask class members where have they observed corruption, sin, pollution, idols substituted for 

God, and other vices that separate humanity and the nation from God. How can these be restored with 

God? 

Closing Prayer 

Father, may we be aware of things that pollute our covenantal relationship with you. Let us heed your 

warnings, correct sinful behaviors, and accept your grace of “a new heart and a new spirit.” Amen 

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. Contact her 

at earnestine@sgaumc.com.   

The following resources are used for the content of this lesson: 1The Adult Bible Studies, Series Fall 

2017 book, Uniform Series. 2The Message, Eugene Peterson. 

3New Revised Standard Version, Fully revised & Updated, The Harper Collins Study Bible. 

 

God’s Covenant With Abram 

Fall Quarter: Covenants With God 

Unit 2: Called Into Covenant With God 

Sunday school lesson for the week of October 1, 2017 
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By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

Lesson Scripture: Genesis 15:1-6, 17-21 

Background Scripture: Genesis 15 

Purpose: To have the courage to question and trust in the Word of God. 

Key Verse: “That day the Lord cut a covenant with Abraham: ‘To your descendants, I give this land, 

from Egypt’s river to the great Euphrates.’” (Genesis 15:18) 

Hearing the Word 

The Adult Bible Studies’ writer refers to Lesson 2 reading and discussion from Genesis 17:1-14 and 

reminds us that in this passage that God reaffirmed the Abrahamic covenant with a 99-year-old Abram. 

The covenant was the promise of descendants, land, and the prospects of future nations. 

The writer says that God’s covenant with Abram was sealed by a name change (Abram to Abraham and 

Sarai to Sarah) and the circumcision covenant. The text, Genesis 17:15-27, portrays the close 

relationship and trust between Abraham and his God. The scripture also conveys Abram’s disbelief of 

the promise of a child at his age with laughter and an exchange with God over the destiny of Ishmael 

(his son with Hagar), but makes the point that he still walked with and faithfully obeyed God. 

Teacher: Ask class members to share an experience of promise by God that seemed unbelievable or a 

disagreement with God. What was the outcome? Did they still obey God? 

Bible Lesson 

Genesis 15:1-6, 17-21 

The writer begins with a summary of Genesis, Chapter 14 before examining Genesis 15: 

Genesis 14 describes Abram as a devoted warrior who would not hesitate to protect his kin. 

Hearing that his nephew, Lot, and “Lot’s property, wives, and people” (Genesis 14:16) had been 

captured, he raised a small fighting force, waged war on those who had seized Lot, and 

victoriously rescued Lot, his family and people, and the looted property. Afterward, the king and 

priest Melchizedek of Salem (Jerusalem) came out with bread and wine to bless Abram and 

celebrate his victory. Abram, in turn, gave Melchizedek one-tenth of the spoils of the battle as 

well as shares of food and property to his fellow soldiers. He seemed to have kept nothing for 

himself. Nonetheless, God had a reward for him. 

Genesis 15 

Verses 1-6: “After these events, the Lord’s word came to Abram in a vision, ‘Don’t be afraid, Abram. I 

am your protector. Your reward will be very great.’ But Abram said, ‘Lord God, what can you possibly 

give me, since I still have no children? The head of my household is Eliezer, a man from Damascus.’ He 



 
 

continued, ‘Since you haven’t given me any children, the head of my household will be my heir.’ The 

Lord’s word came immediately to him, ‘This man will not be your heir. Your heir will definitely be your 

very own biological child.’ Then he brought Abram outside and said, ‘Lookup at the sky and count the 

stars if you think you can count them.’ He continued, ‘This is how many children you will have.’ Abram 

trusted the Lord, and the Lord recognized Abram’s high moral character…’”  

Abram’s belief of God’s promise goes beyond faith without evidence but transcends to a faith built on 

his trust in God. The writer makes note that the vision in Genesis 15:5 occurs during the nighttime and is 

a normal time of vision occurrences in the Scriptural text: 1 Samuel 3:1-3; 2 Samuel 7:4; Job 4:13; 

Micah 3:6. In our times of waiting on God for answers, it seems that the answers sometimes come in the 

darkest of our hour of need. We only have to be patient, not be afraid, and not get ahead of God’s plan. 

Abram was able to hear God through his “vision.” He heard God say, “Don’t be afraid” (Genesis 15:1). 

We can only imagine that this divine audible voice from God could be strange and frightening, as well 

as emotionally and spiritually satisfying.  

Reflection: Teacher, ask the class members to recall an experience that they didn’t have an answer for, 

but, instead, heard “audibly” from God. Ask them to share how they experienced (visually, audibly and 

spiritually) their encounter with God. Did they trust God? 

Verses 17-21: “After the sun had set and darkness had deepened, a smoking vessel with a fiery flame 

passed between the split-open animals. That day the Lord cut a covenant with Abram: ‘To your 

descendants I give this land, from Egypt’s river to the great Euphrates, together with the Kenites, the 

Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the 

Girgashites, and the Jebusites.’”  

The text continues with the second of Abram’s vision and continues with God speaking to Abram in the 

dark of the night. We see in verses 7-16, the lead-in to this second vision of Abram and the reminder 

from God of what he had done for him and his promise. Verse 7 states: “I am the Lord, who brought you 

out of Ur the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it.” The writer parallels verse 17 to 

the smoke and fire that represented the presence of God in Exodus 13:21. Throughout Biblical history, 

we see God as a deliverer, provider, and a rewarder.  

In Closing 

Throughout the Abrahamic text, we witness God’s covenantal promises of descendants, land, and 

nations, as well as his protection. We also see a God that speaks audibly, that shows visions, provides 

protection, but also requires obedience to his directives. God still does the same for us today and 

requires “moral character” (15:6). We only have to exercise trust, faith, and obedience. 

Closing Prayer 

Dear Father, may we be grateful for your covenantal promises and remember the blessings and 

protection that you have bestowed upon us. Let us walk in obedience to your directives. Amen. 



 
 

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. Contact her 

at earnestine@sgaumc.com.   

The Adult Bible Studies, Series Fall 2017 book is used for the content of this lesson. 

 

Remembrance and Hope  

Dr. Hal Brady 

With most of our attention riveted on Hurricane Irma, the 16th anniversary of 9/11 quietly passed by. Oh, 

to be sure, there were some observances and rightly so. And it was also appropriate and necessary that 

we focused on the monstrous Hurricane Irma. 

However, Tuesday morning, September 11, 2001, will live forever in our memories. That was the day of 

the unthinkable. Who will ever forget the terrorist attack on our nation – those planes crashing into the 

World Trade Center and the Pentagon and the heroic struggle aboard the highjacked United Airlines 

flight 93? The end result, of course, being a fiery crash in the fields of Shanksville, Penn. Etched in our 

memories are pictures of victims, bereaved families, people looking for loved ones, unsung heroes and 

heroines, petitioners at prayer, memorial services, testimonials to public servants, and a nation 

responding. We will never forget. 

But in our 16th anniversary reflection, we remember some other things as well. First, we remember that 

God is the Source of our strength! Psalm 46 is a psalm of confidence. Undoubtedly, it was written 

during a time of national crisis. The entire psalm is in the plural. “God is our refuge and strength” 

(Psalm 46:1). Though the earth changes and the mountains shake, the psalmist still affirms God. 

What is a refuge anyway? A refuge is defined as a “shelter or protection from danger, trouble, etc.” God 

is our shelter, our dwelling place, our secure abode. 

You will remember the name Todd Beamer. He was the hero who led the fight against the hijackers of 

United Flight 93 that ultimately crashed. At 9:45 a.m. that fateful morning, after the hijackers had taken 

the plane, he called GTE operator Lisa Jefferson and asked her to say the Lord’s Prayer with him. He 

was seeking God’s wisdom and guidance. Surrounded by terror and knowing that he was likely facing 

his final moments, Todd prayed the words that Jesus taught us. For Todd Beamer, God was his refuge 

and strength. 

Second, we remember that faith is the answer to fear! The psalmist stated, “God is our refuge and 

strength, a very present help in trouble, therefore we will not fear.” (Psalm 46:1-2). The simple truth is, 

you and I need more of God. When our fears cause panic, it is a sure sign that our hearts need God. 

Note that when the psalmist faced his fears, his first thought was about God. This is not only true of this 

occasion, but it is also true of the psalmist on numerous other occasions as well. For instance, the 
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psalmist said, “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of 

my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1). 

It is everlastingly true that fear is overcome when faith is placed in the Presence – the Presence of God. 

For sure, take an appropriate amount of responsibility for your life – for your behavior, your safety and 

other. But don't take it all. God didn’t create you to make it by yourself. God would be disappointed if 

you bought into that illusion. 

I like that the familiar saying because it’s true: “Fear knocked at the door, faith answered, and there was 

no one there.” 

Third, we remember that freedom is costly! The American Dream, which in my estimation, is America’s 

greatest contribution to the world, has sustained us throughout our history. It is the ideal of freedom. 

Justice, opportunity and hope for all. And the battlefields of the world have been and continue to be 

laced with American service personnel placing their lives in harm’s way to preserve this ideal. Most of 

us know that this American Dream is not yet fully developed and is never safe. Consequently, to keep it, 

all of us will have to continually give our best efforts and remain vigilant. Freedom is not guaranteed nor 

is it free. 

Finally, we remember that love is the only real solution! We are to work for a world of justice, 

righteousness, and peace. As people of faith, it seems to me that our task today is not simply to confront 

terrorists but to eliminate the causes of terrorism wherever we can. That’s certainly one of the places 

where we need to spend our time and efforts. 

Well-known minister Tony Campolo said, “5,000 people die in one day because of the insanity of 

terrorists. It’s shocking. I’m not going to get over it ever; I know that. But hear me now. While we slept 

last night 30,000 children under the age of 12 died of starvation or disease related to malnutrition. Did 

you hear me? 5,000 people die in Washington, New York, and Pennsylvania because of terrorists, but 

30,000 children die of hunger.” 

We simply have to love enough to act. To conclude, let’s use Todd Beamer’s famous words that 

appeared in newspapers all across the country: “Are you guys ready? Let's roll!” he told the other men 

on that plane. In the name of justice, righteousness, and peace, are you guys ready? Let’s roll! 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 

encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 

 

Scripture Readings – September 18 

Sept. 24 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/


 
 

Exodus 16:2-15 

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 

Philippians 1:21-30 

Matthew 20:1-16 

Oct. 1 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

World Communion Sunday 
Exodus 17:1-7 

Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 (UMH 799) 

Philippians 2:1-13 

Matthew 21:23-32 

Oct. 8 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Children’s Sabbath 
Exodus 20:1-4 

Psalm 19 (UMH 750) 

Philippians 3:4b-14 

Matthew 21:33-46 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 9/18/2017 edition 

 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – Sept. 21 

A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 21 at Tifton First 

United Methodist Church. Click here to register for the September workshop. According to the 

Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is REQUIRED EVERY (3) THREE YEARS for any 

person serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed 

lay speakers). Cost is $35, which includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to 

South Georgia Conference. For questions, please email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that 

spouses and lay employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. 

 

GA PAUMCS Annual Conference – Sept. 21-24 

The GA PAUMCS Annual Conference will be held Sept. 21 through Sept. 24 at LaGrange First UMC 

(401 Broad Street; LaGrange, GA 30240). An exciting workshop is planned (learning, laughing, and 

playing), and we hope you will be able to attend. The conference schedule and registration forms are 

available in the newsletter and brochure. Register online at www.ga-paumcs.org. Contact Leslie 

Baskette (lesley@umcommission.org) if you have any questions. 

 

KidzQuest – Sept. 22-24 

KidzQuest is an annual fall weekend retreat for 3rd-6th grade students at Epworth By The Sea on St. 

http://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/SexualEthicsWorkshop-September212017
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Simons Island. Sponsored by South Georgia’s Connectional Ministries, KidzQuest offers a chance for 

children to take a break from school, spend time with friends, worship with church groups of all sizes 

and hear about the HOPE we have in Christ’s unfailing love. Free time has been scheduled in to allow 

for groups to enjoy the island as a part of the programming. Registration is closed.  

 

Dooly Camp Meeting – Sept. 24-28 

 

World Communion Sunday – Oct. 1 

World Communion Sunday is one of the six churchwide Special Sundays of The United Methodist 

Church. Our church is at its best when we reach out to sisters and brothers in need. World Communion 

Sunday calls the church to reach out to all people and model diversity among God’s children. United 

Methodists relate to World Communion Sunday by celebrating communion with other Christians around 

the world on this special Sunday. Churches are also encouraged to receive an offering to support 

scholarships for ethnic undergraduate and graduate students. Our gifts often enable first-generation 

students to attend college. 

 

Vashti Day – Oct. 15 

Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special offering to support the ministry 

of The Vashti Center, Inc. To learn more about Vashti and its great ministry, visit www.vashti.org.  

 

Fresh Expressions Vision Day - Oct. 19 

On Oct. 19, South Georgia will host a Fresh Expressions Vision Day at Epworth By The Sea on St. 

Simons Island. A Fresh Expression is a form of church for a changing culture, established primarily for 

the benefit of those not yet a part of any church. Fresh Expressions isn’t another program or some last-

ditch effort to ‘save’ institutional churches. It is a movement of the Holy Spirit marked by a grounding 

in contextual discipleship and not the preservation or creation of buildings or other institutional 

trappings of church. Click here for more information and to register. Investment is $20. 

 

UMW Annual Meeting – Oct. 21 

South Georgia’s United Methodist Women will celebrate 45 years of mission and ministry on Saturday, 

Oct. 21 at Statesboro First United Methodist Church. Visit www.sgaumc.org/umw for more information. 

 

Eagles’ Fall Retreat - Oct. 23-25 

The South Georgia Eagles Fall Retreat is set for Oct. 23-25, 2017, at Epworth By The Sea. Registration 

will begin at 4 p.m. Monday. All retirees of the South Georgia Annual Conference, aka “Eagles,” are 

invited to the retreat. Each Eagle is responsible for making their reservations by calling Epworth (912-

638-8688). Click here for more details. Make your plans now and be rejuvenated at this year’s retreat! 

 

 

http://www.umcgiving.org/pastors/resources?category=2750
http://www.vashti.org/
http://freshexpressionsus.org/event/vision-day-south-ga/
http://www.sgaumc.org/umw
tel:%28912-638-8688
tel:%28912-638-8688
http://www.sgaumc.org/files/tables/content/5625117/files/Eagles+Fall+Retreat+2017+.pdf

