
2017 Study Leaders 

 

Rev. L. K. Pendleton was appointed in 2013 to serve as the first female pastor of the St. 

Mary’s Road United Methodist Church in Columbus.  She is affectionately referred to as Pastor 

K.  She is a graduate of Clark Atlanta University, The Interdenominational Theological Center 

in Atlanta and Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur.  She was ordained an elder in the 

North Georgia Conference and has ministered regionally, nationally and internationally for 

churches and civic organizations in the USA, Africa and Panama.  She served as associate 

pastor at Central United Methodist Church in Atlanta.  She is the founding pastor of the 

Redemption Community Church, a United Methodist Congregation in East Point where she 

served for ten years.  She also served as pastor of New Prospect United Methodist Church, a 

cross-racial cross-cultural congregation.  She has been an advisor to Black Women in Theological Leadership at the 

Interdenominational Theological Center, for women in theological leadership at Emory’s Candler School of Theology 

and on the executive board of the Wesley Foundation of Georgia State University.  She was an instructor for the United 

Methodist Pastoral Ministry School and at the Interdenominational Theological Center.  She presently serves on the 

board of ordained ministry at the district and conference levels for the South Georgia Conference.  She currently 

resides in Columbus and has one daughter, Amber.  Her life verse is Psalm 40. 

 

Lynn Hamric is from the Alabama-West Florida Conference where she is active in her local, 

district and conference United Methodist Women.  She is a graduate of New College at the 

University of Alabama and has been employed by UA since 1986.  She was a representative to the 

first Under 35 event sponsored by United Methodist Women.  Lynn has held numerous offices at 

all levels of UMW, including district vice-president and president; associate dean, dean and 

registrar of the School of Christian Mission; conference coordinator for financial interpretation, 

Christian social involvement and communications; conference historian, nominating committee 

and president.  Lynn has served on the board of directors of national UMW.  She has also been a 

director for the General Board of Global Ministries and has served in many capacities in the 

Alabama-West Florida Conference .  Lynn is active on the Commission on the Status and Role of 

Women and is a district delegate to annual conference.  She is a member of Church Women 

United.  In her local church she has been pianist/organist, Sunday School teacher, trustee, and lay speaker.  She has 

been a member of the choir and participated in liturgical dance.  Lynn has taught diversity workshops at international 

conferences and drug prevention workshops in local area schools.  She had worked with Head Start programs 

coordinating college groups and with Boys and Girls Clubs college and high school students.  Her hobbies/interests 

include advising college level students, reading, sewing, catering, music, interpretive movement/dance, MIME, 

photography, hunting, fishing, sports and environmental concerns.  Lynn has one brother, two horses, three donkeys, 

one fur child, one furless child and a farm dog. 

 

Ruth Ann Powers is an active UMW member in the Alabama-West Florida Conference.  She 

graduated from Chattahoochee Valley Community College and from Columbus College.  She has 

served as United Methodist Women’s president for the conference and served on United 

Methodist Women’s national board of directors.  She has led several mission studies at regional 

and conference schools and has served on her conference planning teams and as dean of 

Mission u.  Always interested in world missions, she worked with a mission team from her local 

church in Oaxaca, Mexico, from 1988 – 1994 to build a Methodist Church.  She also helped 

deliver Heifer Project animals with the UMC missionaries there.  In 1996 she lived and work in refugee camps in The 

Democratic Republic of Congo, teaching English to children from Rwanda.  “It was my most life changing experience 

ever,” she states.  In 2014, she traveled  to Mozambique for the Jubilee celebration of the United Methodist Church’s 

work there.  In her local community Ruth Ann worked with a group to organize a shelter for battered women and 

served as Board Chair and then Executive Director until 2006.   She has served as a volunteer with the Department of 

Human Resources in her county, is on a mediation board of first time juvenile offenders, has chaired the local library 

board and is a certified Laubach reading tutor and tutor trainer.  She teaches English as a second language.  She is 

currently a VISTA member, working as Communities of Transformation coordinator in Phenix City.  Ruth Ann’s 

hobbies include sewing, needlework, reading and travel.  She has two GRANDdaughters, Mary Casey and Isabelle, and 

a bonus granddaughter, Gabrielle. 



 

 

Beth Bond grew up in Mobile, Alabama, graduated from Florida State University and then served 

in Bouza, Niger, as a Peace Corps Volunteer. After owning her own marketing company for over 

15 years and working with sustainability, Beth knew that many “green” activities were happening 

in the Southeast.  She relaunched the website Southeast Green as the place to tell the cohesive 

story of “green” in our region.  She is the curator of Green and Sustainable Business News at 

Southeast Green and is the driving force behind the site.  Beth serves on a variety of boards and 

committees in the Atlanta sustainable community including Georgia Interfaith Power and Light.  

She is the Collaboration Chair for the Green Chamber of the South.  In December of 2011 the 

Georgia Solar Energy Association recognized her with a Solar Advocate of the Year award.  She is 

active in her neighborhood and serves on the Community Council for DeKalb County District 3. 

When not working to better her community, she participates in church activities at Decatur First UMC where she 

serves as co-chair for the Creation Care committee.  She is an avid tennis and college football fan.  

 

Allison Lindsey  currently serves as the Associate Director in the Office of Connectional Ministries 

for the South Georgia Annual Conference.  She serves as the Conference Secretary of Global 

Ministries, provides leadership to Disaster Response and the Conference Nurture, Outreach and 

Witness Discipleship Teams, and the Conference Safe Sanctuaries program. Allison is also 

responsible for Life Span Ministries, which provides events and spiritual growth formation for 

children through older adults, including the summer camping ministry. Allison represented South 

Georgia as a lay delegate to General Conference in 2012 and also to the Southeastern 

Jurisdictional Conference at Lake Junaluska, where she was nominated and elected to serve as a 

director to the General Board of Global Ministries. She is married to Dr. Griff Lindsey, DMD, and they reside in 

Douglas, Georgia with their 3 children. When she catches “downtime,” she loves to read and spend time with family!  

 

    

Brooke Avera grew up in Sylvester Georgia where her mother was youth director at Pinson 

UMC.  She grew up going to Epworth camps which led to her becoming a counselor at Camp 

Connect as well as a counselor at another Methodist camp in Virginia.  Brooke graduated from 

the University of West Georgia with a degree in Mathematics and is currently working on her 

masters in Mathematics at West Georgia.  She teaches Geometry at Langston Hughes High 

School in Fairburn Georgia.  Aaron Avera grew up all over the South Georgia Methodist 

Conference as his father, Matt Avera, is a Methodist pastor, but he claims Columbus, Georgia, 

as home.  He also grew up attending Epworth camps and eventually became a counselor.  

Aaron graduated from Reinhardt University with a degree in Middle Grades education.  Aaron is 

an EdTech Specialist with Kennesaw State University's iTeach program where he coaches teachers on how to integrate 

technology in the classroom.  He also coaches High School football at Creekside High School.  In their free time Brooke 

and Aaron like to find shows on Netflix and watch them in their entirety.  Aaron and Brooke met while working at 

Camp Connect and love going to Epworth any chance they get but look forward to it most when they get to spend their 

time there with youth. 

 

Kara Turk has served as the Director of Children at Hawkinsville First United Methodist Church for 

12 years.  While serving in this area, the children’s program has grown from an average of 13 

children to over 30 “active” children in the program with many families becoming active members of 

the congregation.  Kara helped to start a women’s Bible study group and facilitates the bi-weekly 

study.  She also helps plan and supervise church-wide, intergenerational activities.  Her roots in 

the South Georgia Conference are deep.  She is the daughter of the late Reverend Freddie Wheeler 

who served several churches in the conference over 60 years.   Her mother is JoAnn Wheeler who is 

an active member of UMW.  Kara studied Elementary Education at Wesleyan College and the 

University of Georgia and is currently completing her degree in Elementary Education.  In her free 

       time, she enjoys reading, attending concerts, painting, or just spending time with her family and 

       friends.     


