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President’s Message

Building 
Community

   We are fast approaching the middle 
of the year for UMW, and about to 
come to the end of the church year in 
Annual Conference. Opportunity awaits 
us no matter how we approach either of 
those milestones.
Our theme in UMW 
this year is Building 
Community. I’ve 
given it some 
thought, and 
although this 
concept is not new 
to UMW, it gives us 
a chance to think 
anew how we 
create community. In UMW, we have 
our sisterhood and perhaps we enjoy 
that particular aspect of membership in 
UMW more than any other.
   What is lacking in our present state 
of community is spirit — that is, spirit 
to fire up new community and at the 
same time nurture the community we 
so much enjoy and take for granted. 
We happily fellowship with the sisters 
whom we love and share our lives and 
do mission work with, but what about 
those women in our community of 
believers who don’t belong to us? The 
ones who are looking the other way? 
The ones who watch us from afar and 
wish they could belong to such a great 
and binding sisterhood? 
   For many years I have watched “us” 
assume apathetic attitudes about our 
work. We like us just the way we are. 
We sometimes think that those who are 
looking the other way just don’t want 
to be a part of us and just as soon allow 
us to work on our own. And, so we 
continue with UMW, keeping on with 
things the way we have always done 

Mary Exley
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   Midst the Oakes at beautiful Epworth-
by-the-Sea, women from across the 
South Georgia Conference convened 
Friday night through Sunday afternoon 
for the annual Spiritual Growth Retreat. 
And what a retreat it was! The presence 
of God was felt throughout the weekend. 
This definitely was the best place to be. 
And the weather was picture perfect.
   As always, the worship experience was 
awesome and led by the very talented 
Susan Beverly. She led the group in a 
variety of music crossing all spectrums; 
it was something for everyone to enjoy.

Spiritual Rejuvenated

Spiritual Growth Session

Continued on Page 3

Wishing well at night - so serene

  The retreat leader, Dr. Nita Crump led 
the spiritual sessions by engaging the 
women to get out of their comfort zone. 
She presented topics on different women 
of the Bible as the theme for the event was 
“Sisters of Grace.” She told the unfolding 
story of each and had the women to 
explore the aspect of their lives. She asked 
intriguing questions such as “What do you 
have that if God asked for it, you would tell 
Him no? What was taking away time from 
God, and how could we removed those 
distractions in our lives?” The responses 
were written on sticky notes and shared 
with the table assigned.
  This is an experience that cannot be put 
in words, but it is one that leaves one 
refreshed and spiritual renewed. Spiritual 
Growth is a personal experience that each 
one takes away something uniquely to 
that person’s cause and gives one the 
opportunity to become closer to Jesus. 
It is a time for praying, praising, sharing, 
fellowshipping, and in some cases, 
rededicating or recommitment.
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~ President’s Message
them, enjoying the sisterhood we have 
known so long and are comfortable with.
   If we are to grow in community and 
mission, we must reach out and expand 
our territory... Yes, we have a wonderful 
mission organization, but we must reach 
out, cultivate the younger women, build 
Circles around the things they like to do. 
We must investigate and take an interest 
in the young women’s lives and their 
interests. This is how we build community. 
It’s as simple as that. We must nurture 
them and their children. Learn about what 
interests them and initiate conversation 
with them about those interests. We must 
provide experiences in our groups that will 
include them and their interests, feature 
programs that excite them and cause 
them to want to be a part of our work.
   Last year during the days of Hurricane 
Matthew in Savannah, I rode with my 
daughter to go to one of the grocery stores 
that had opened for a few hours, and 
in the process went through the nearby 
McDonald’s drive through lane. They were 
not open, but they were working out of 
their drive through window. We decided 
to give it a try and pick up hamburgers for 
the family as a treat away from the food 
we were eating out of packed up coolers. 
When we got to the window to pay for 
our order, the cashier told us that the lady 
ahead of us had paid for our food. It was a 
“pay it forward” moment. We had noticed 
the lady ahead had a couple of children 
with her. Now - that is an example of 
mission, which proves my point. Young 
women want to be in mission. We just 
need to figure out a way to insert UMW 
into their thinking.
   Please remember to register for Mission 
u – July 13-16 at Epworth-by-the-Sea. The 
registration form is on the South Georgia 
Conference website, just click on UMW. 
Great studies and fellowship!
   Also, please put the annual meeting 
on your calendar for October 21 at First 
United Methodist in Statesboro. The 
registration form will soon be online.

Mary Exley
Conference President

Purpose of United 
Methodist Women

United Methodist Women shall be 
a community of women whose 
PURPOSE is to know God and 

to experience freedom as whole 
persons through Jesus Christ; 

to develop a creative, supportive 
fellowship; and to expand concepts 

of mission through participation 
in the global ministries of 

the church.∂

Dr. Black Donates Book to Museum

 On March 25, 2017, Dr. Black, 
surrounded by the South Georgia 
Conference United Methodist Women 
president, executive team and Methodist 
women from across the South Georgia 
Conference, presented her book entitled 
“God Had a Plan Even for the Little Girl 
from Dexter” to the Arthur J. Moore 
Methodist Museum.   Ms. Anne Packard, 
director, accepted the book on behalf of 
the museum.
 For this momentous occasion Dr. Black 
personally autographed the book.  In 
additional, Dr. Black let the members 
of the executive team of South Georgia 
UMW also signed the book as this will 
be a part of women’s history to be 
preserved. This book entails Dr. Black’s 
journey from a young age in Dexter, 
Georgia to the many accomplishments 
she has achieved within the realm of the 
United Methodist church and the United 
Methodist Women.  She attributes it all 
to her mother, who instilled in her at an 
early age the importance of Mission.
 Because of her love for mission, 
Dr. Black has donated all proceeds of 
the book sale to the United Methodist 
Women for Missions. Dr. Black was happy 
to announce that all books have been 
purchased.  She has been encouraged to 
do a second printing as demands dictate 
it. Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow.

Dr. Black holding sign signifying all books have 
been sold!

1st row: Dr. Black, Anne Packard, Director and Mary Exley, President surrounded by the executive team 
with statue of John Wesley, founder of Methodism, in background.

Reading Program
Involve children of the church in the 

Reading Program.  One possible way is 
using the children’s books during 

children’s church. 
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~ Spiritual Rejuvenated
   The greatest joy was seeing the smiles 
on faces as they departed on Sunday.  
One could see how the women have 
been renewed and rejuvenated. They were 
ready to put their faith into action.
  The Spiritual Coordinator, Ms. Ellen Jeter, 
along with the Spiritual team, extend 
warm thanks for all those who attended 
and played a part in making this a great 
event. We look forward to seeing everyone 
next year. Please bring a friend with you.     
It only gets better!

Prayer shawls to be blessed by District Superintendent Crump

Mother/Daughter attending retreat together - 
Mary Allison Moody and Sherry Moody

Display of items for silent auction

Dr. Nita Crump, District Superintendent, surrounded by students from Andrew College

Ms. Linda Williams, technology expert

South Georgia United 
Methodist Women website...

www.sgaumc.org/umw

Please visit our website to receive 
information about conference 

and district events.
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Mission u ~ July 13-16, 2017
   It’s time again to send in those registrations for Mission u!  This year we will be “Growing in Love” as we learn more 
about our relationship with God and our mission opportunities.  Several changes have been made in the schedule:  
class sessions will be shorter and the Mission Fair is back (with door prizes) and will be before lunch, as will the UMW 
session.  Kim Jenkins, Director of Open Door, will be the speaker at the UMW session.  There is always something 
exciting going on at Open Door. 
   The Spiritual Growth study is Living as a Covenant Community, to be led by Rev. Dr. L. K. Pendleton, pastor at St. 
Mary’s Road UMC in Columbus.  Pastor K is a dynamic speaker and will keep us engaged as we learn more about 
God’s covenants throughout the Bible and what they reveal about God’s character and eternal love for us. 
   The geographic study this year is Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the United States.  
These are the Alaska United Methodist Conference, Red Bird Missionary Conference, and the Oklahoma Indian 
Missionary Conference.  We will learn how these were founded and how they add to the richness of the United 
Methodist connection in the United States.  Leaders will be Ruth Ann Powers and Lynn Hamric, both from the 
Alabama-West Florida Conference.  Both of these ladies have a long history with United Methodist Women and have 
both served as conference president and on the Board of Directors of national United Methodist Women.  They are 
veteran study leaders with much mission experience and a wealth of information to share.
   The issue study is Climate Justice:  Call to Hope and Action, a repeat from last year, though the leader, Beth Bond, 
says she will be presenting much new material.  This study highlights justice, peace and integrity of creation as 
important dimensions of partnering in God’s mission today.   Beth is the curator of the website southeastgreen.com 
and takes every opportunity to learn more about environmental issues.
   We are excited to have Allison Lindsey, Assistant Director of Connectional Ministries, back with us this year.  
She will be leading the Connecting Neighbors course which equips local churches to develop a disaster ministry.  
Severe weather during this past year has made us all aware that disasters can strike in our own communities, and 
our churches need to be ready to respond.  The course will prepare you to get to know your own community, find 
opportunities for ministry even before disaster occurs, and ready your church families and facilities to respond to 
disasters. 
   The children’s and youth studies will focus on the Missionary Conferences.  Brooke and Aaron Avera will be back 
to lead the youth.  As usual, the youth will not only have class sessions, but also time for hands-on mission, bowling 
and swimming.  Kara Turk will lead the children again, so you know there will not be a dull moment in that class.  
We will be accepting UMCOR kits, and our offering will go to United Methodist Women’s Mission giving.
   Registration information is in this issue as well as online at sgaumc.org (click on UMW). You will find study 
leaders’ bios and study summaries there as well.  Texts can be purchased at Mission u and are also available at 
unitedmethodistwomen.org/store or 1-800-305-9857.  

Come be a part of this mission experience!
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Conference Executive Committee

President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mary Exley

Secretary. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Charlcie Jones

Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . .Sandra Simpson

Mission Coordinators

Education and 
Interpretation. . . . . . . . . . .Lynn Harper

Spiritual Growth. . . . . . . . Ellen Jeter

Secretary of Program 
Resources. . . . . . . . . . .Agnes McKinney

Communications
Coordinator. . . . . .Margaret Wheeler

Nominations Committee
Chairperson. . . . . . . . . . . . .Nell Calhoun

District UMW Presidents

Coastal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Patti Newman

North Central. . . . . . . . .Nancy Hudson

Northeast. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gale Rigdon

Northwest. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Karen Hartin

South Central. . . . . . . . . . . .Carol Banks

Southwest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nancy Pye
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Dublin, GA  31021

   The Tele-A-Woman is published three times a year 
for the enjoyment of the United Methodist Women of 
the South Georgia Conference.  Submit information for 
consideration to: Margaret Wheeler, 988 Myers Drive, 
Dublin, GA 31021. Telephone (478) 275-1042.  
E-mail: mwheeler@nlamerica.com.  The Tele-A-Woman 
can be accessed on our conference website at: 
www.sgumc.org/umw.
   Though we try to avoid duplication in our mailings, 
sometimes they occur. Should you receive more than 
one copy of a mailing of Tele-A-Woman, please pass the 
duplicate to a friend and let Margaret Wheeler know 
so we can correct our mailing list. Please send address 
corrections to the above address.

PRSRT STD

2017 United Methodist Women 
Conference Calendar

 June 4 - 7    Annual Conference - Jekyll Island, GA 

 July 13 - 16    Mission u - Epworth by the Sea

 Sepember  Districts Anneal Meeting

 October 7    DLTE - TBA 

 October 21    UMW Conference Annual Meeting -  
   Statesboro First - Statesboro, GA

If you would like to subscribe, the cost is $2.00 per year. 
Please mail subscription to the Conference treasurer.  Thank you!

Save the Date!
South Georgia Conference 
United Methodist Women

Annual Conference
Saturday, October 21, 2017

Statesborto First UMC ~ Statesboro, GA


