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V O I C E  O F  S O U T H  G E O R G I A  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  W O M E N

President’s Message

Be Inspired and Be 
of Some Good Use

   As I write this article for the spring issue 
of Tel-A-Woman, it is the beginning of 
2017. Time is on my mind.
   Date books, clocks, and calendars 
are in heavy use as I write in events 
and meetings on 
specific dates in 
my new 2017 
date book. At the 
beginning of every 
quadrennium I 
buy a new UMW 
date book, which 
is a four-year 
c a l e n d a r — s o 
handy as we lay 
out our work for more than one year 
at the time.
   As I look back over the past four 
years, I am amazed at my activity. Every 
week during the past four years has at 
least two days filled in with an event 
or activity. Where did my energy come 
from to do so much and go to so many 
places? 
   Today is one of those days I question 
myself. We all do that some time and it 
is a good thing. Today is the day I am 
reminiscing. Many days I awake to find 
myself as tired as I was when I went to 
bed. I tell myself that all I do is to serve 
God. I ask myself, “What good does it 
do to serve God?” Maybe the better 
question would be, “What good does it 
do ME to serve God?”
  The answer is clear—clear to me, 
anyway. We must serve God because 
he is God and deserves to be served. 
Regardless of how tired we get or how 
useless it feels, God holds the future. 
He brings HOPE. And, that is the key to 
why we work and minister to the “least 
of these.” 

Mary Exley

Continued on Page 2

   Ecclesiastes 3:1 states, “There is a time 
for everything, and a season for every 
activity under the heavens:” (NIV).  This 
scripture appropriately fit the events 
that led up to our annual meeting being 
postponed and rescheduled.  For in 
everything, God is the one in control 
and things will be done in His time, 
we just have to be patience and listen 
for His guidance.  So, as it would 
be the South GA Conference Annual 
Meeting was held on November 19, 
2016, at Riverside United Methodist 
Church in Macon, Georgia. Because 
of the abbreviated session and many 
were unable to attend, Tele-A-Woman 
is printing the message presented to 
the attendees by the president for all. 
Message follows:
  “While this was indeed a year of 
blessedness, we had some trials to 
overcome. Some small, some easily 
fixed, but none of us were expecting 
Hurricane Matthew. I think we set an 
historical moment when we canceled 
Annual Meeting on October 15, which 

was to be held at White Bluff UMC in 
Savannah. For those of you who live west 
of the conference, you would understand 
why if you had lived in Savannah on the 
Friday night and Saturday morning prior 
to October 15.
   I’m sure most of you have seen pictures 
of the flooded areas and downed power 
poles and devastated centuries old live 
oaks. Some areas did not received power 
for over a week following the storm. 
Wilson and I live in the country just 
outside of Savannah and we were without 
power and water until Wednesday after 
the storm.
    One of the hardest hit areas was the 
White Bluff area which extends out into 
the marsh. When I talked to the president 
of White Bluff UMW on Monday the day 
we canceled, she was in the mountains 
and I could hear in her voice (although she 
did not ask) for us to please have mercy 
on them.  As you know all of Savannah 
was under mandatory evacuation. And, so, 
yes, we canceled Annual Meeting. I want 

Abbreviated 44th 
Annual UMW Meeting

District Presidents presenting 2017 Pledges
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~ President’s Message
   Most of us cannot imagine what it is 
like to live without hope. We don’t know 
what it is to be hungry, cold, and afraid 
of what will happen to us as we live and 
breathe. We don’t know what it is to not 
have a place to lay our heads, to always 
be on the move to a different place every 
day—to not know how we are going to 
feed our children, dress them, and send 
them to school. We who have so much 
don’t know.
   Each of us belong to United Methodist 
Women for a different reason. Perhaps we 
need the sisterhood. Maybe we like the 
organization process or we enjoy building 
community. Many of us belong because 
we want to serve God. All of those reasons 
are necessary to our quality of life—to be 
of some good use to humanity.
   To challenge our spiritual depth, South 
Georgia UMW offers the Spiritual Growth 
Retreat each year. Out of the depths of cold 
winter and into the spring of warmth and 
beauty, on March 24-26 Dr. Nita Crump, 
District Superintendent of the Southwest 
District, will creatively challenge our hearts 
and expand our minds with scripture 
and worship as we study “Sisterhood--
The Women Around Jesus.” This is one 
retreat you will not want to miss. Why not 
bring a group of women from your unit 
with you? Consider sponsoring a young 
woman who has never been. Come as a 
mother-daughter group. The weekend is a 
wonderful way to find your way into being 
of “some good use to humanity.” You will 
not go home unchallenged.
   My first message to you in 2017 is simple 
and direct. We must continue to uphold 
the PURPOSE of United Methodist Women 
so that we can be of some good use to 
humanity. We must invite all sisters in 
Christ to belong to this great organization. 
If we are to survive we must keep our 
hearts warm and our arms open to the 
community of women in South Georgia 
and all over the world.
   We who have loved and served God for 
so many years can look forward to 2017 
with joy and celebration and invite others 
to join us. The hope of the future becomes 
OURS when we work and trust in God.
As you fill in your date books and calendars 
for the year, remember that God deserves 
the best we have to offer.

Mary Exley
Conference President

to thank everyone involved for helping us 
get the word out. My worst nightmare 
was that whole churches would show 
up for annual meeting only to find the 
church closed and no one around. Besides 
me and our secretary, Charlcie, all six 
district superintendents had emails sent 
out to each church to notify them that 
the meeting was canceled. Likewise, the 
Bishop’s office sent out notices for us. We 
deeply appreciate your help in that time 
of need.
  And, so, after the shock of the hurricane 
wore off, we assessed the situation and 
today’s meeting is the result of that 
assessment. And we will move on with 
the rotation of annual meetings. Next 
year we will meet in the Northeast District 
at Statesboro First United Methodist. 

Continued from Page 1

~ Annual Meeting
They issue a warm invitation to you, and 
knowing the people of First Methodist, 
they will make sure we have a momentous 
meeting next year to make up for the loss 
of this one this year.
So in the grand scheme of things, this 
meeting had to be scheduled. There are 
certain business issues that must take place 
annually, and so we are here today to get 
those things done. Thank you for coming. 
So, now we will get to the business of the 
day.”
 The business of the day included setting 
the pledge and annual budget.  New and 
returning officers were installed by Shirley 
Thigpen.  Nancy Wilkes was recognized 
for her years of dedicated services to the 
conference. Communion was served after 
which the meeting was adjourned.
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The Racial Justice Symbol
   The symbol represents United Methodist Women’s commitment 
to work for racial justice. It symbolizes a world of racially and 
ethnically diverse peoples working together side by side to 
create a world in which every person has a voice, rights and 
opportunity for abundant 
life. Within the image are 
two hands joined together 
to work for justice for all 
God’s children.
   The Charter for Racial 
Justice was created and 
adopted by the Women’s 
Division (now United 
Methodist Women) of 
the United Methodist 
General Board of Global 
Ministries in 1978. 
In 1980 the division 
successfully recommended adoption of the charter by the whole 
denomination. General Conference has consecutively readopted 
it, every eight years since, most recently in 2008. The charter 
continues United Methodist Women’s urgent call for study and 
action on the principles and goals of its vision.

For more information about the Charter for Racial Justice 
visit the following website:

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjusticecharter
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Conference Executive Committee

President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mary Exley

Secretary. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Charlcie Jones

Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . .Sandra Simpson

Mission Coordinators

Education and 
Interpretation. . . . . . . . . . .Lynn Harper

Spiritual Growth. . . . . . . . Ellen Jeter

Secretary of Program 
Resources. . . . . . . . . . .Agnes McKinney

Communications
Coordinator. . . . . .Margaret Wheeler

Nominations Committee
Chairperson. . . . . . . . . . . . .Nell Calhoun

District UMW Presidents

Coastal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Patti Newman

North Central. . . . . . . . .Nancy Hudson

Northeast. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gale Rigdon

Northwest. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Karen Hartin

South Central. . . . . . . . . . . .Carol Banks

Southwest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nancy Pye
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   The Tele-A-Woman is published three times a year 
for the enjoyment of the United Methodist Women of 
the South Georgia Conference.  Submit information for 
consideration to: Margaret Wheeler, 988 Myers Drive, 
Dublin, GA 31021. Telephone (478) 275-1042.  
E-mail: mwheeler@nlamerica.com.  The Tele-A-Woman 
can be accessed on our conference website at: 
www.sgumc.org/umw.
   Though we try to avoid duplication in our mailings, 
sometimes they occur. Should you receive more than 
one copy of a mailing of Tele-A-Woman, please pass the 
duplicate to a friend and let Margaret Wheeler know 
so we can correct our mailing list. Please send address 
corrections to the above address.

PRSRT STD

2017 United Methodist Women 
Conference Calendar

 March 12   United Methodist Women Day 

 March 24 - 26  Spiritual Growth Retreat

 June 4 - 7    Annual Conference - Jekyll Island, GA 

 July 13 - 16    Mission u - Epworth by the Sea

 Sepember  Districts Anneal Meeting

 October 7    DLTE - TBA 

 October 21    UMW Conference Annual Meeting -  
   Statesboro First - Statesboro, GA

If you would like to subscribe, the cost is $2.00 per year. 
Please mail subscription to the Conference treasurer.  Thank you!

Save the Date!
South Georgia Conference Mission u

Thursday - Sunday, July 13 - 16, 2017

Epworth by the Sea


