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The Secret of the Seed
by Buddy Cooper

Here I am at the top of the stalk!

I can see forever.
The sun in my face,
The wind at my side,
This must be eternity.
What is this?
My stalk is slain by a huge unimaginable thing.
I am fallen with him, lying where he once stood.
Cut off from my source of life, the earth, I die.
Wait! I am being beaten from my stalk.
For what purpose? 
Now it is finished.
I and thousands like me are drying in the once nurturing sun.      
(time passes)
We are being gathered  up.
It is dark.
Time has stopped.
Is this all there is to my life?
To thousands of our lives?                                                             
(time passes)
Light!  
Hands rummaging through us,
gathering us, selecting us,
Preparing us.
Why am I feeling joy?
Buried again.
In the ground this time.
Alone.  What is happening to me?
I am changing, transforming.
I don't recognize myself,
As I rise through the soil to the light.
Look!
Hundreds of “me” growing
From what I have become!
“Lord, help me understand,
Before I die, what I have become?”

“Unless a seed fall into the ground and die there will be no increase
of 30, 50, or even 100-fold.  There will be no harvest”  Jesus Christ
D. Bonhoeffer, “Those whom Jesus calls He bids, 'Come and die.'”
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2014 CHARGE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

SEPTEMBER
3- St. Peter-6:30 p.m.
7-Powersville/Wesley-9:00 a.m.
7-Byron-11:00 a.m.
7-Oglethorpe/Ideal/Pine Level-3:00 p.m.
7-Montezuma-5:00 p.m.
14-Roberta/Dixon-11:00 a.m.
14-Marshallville-3:00 p.m.
17-Andersonville-6:00 p.m.
21-Butler-9:00 a.m.
21-Ellaville/Corinth-11:00 a.m.
21-Buena Vista-3:00 p.m.
21-Marion Circuit-5:00 p.m.
22-St. Mark-6:30 p.m.
24-Fort Valley-3:00 p.m.
24-Talbotton Charge-5:00 p.m. (Olive Branch)
28-Andrews Chapel-9:00 a.m.
28-Howard Charge-11:00 a.m.
28-Byromville/Drayton-3:00 p.m.
28-Unadilla/Pinehurst-5:00 p.m

OCTOBER
1-Vienna, Shiloh-6:30 p.m.
5-Leslie/DeSota-9:00 a.m.
5-County Line-11:00 a.m.
5-Concord/Hopewell-3:00 p.m.
8-Americus First-6:30 p.m.
12-Concord-9:00 a.m.
12-Dawson/Graves-11:00 a.m.
12-Lee Street/Morningside-3:00 p.m.
12-Plains/Preston-5:00 a.m.
13-Reynolds/Crowell-6:00 p.m.
15-St. Mary’s Road-6:30 p.m.

OCTOBER, Continued
19-Parrott-9:00 a.m.
19-Salem (Americus)-11:00 a.m.
19-Sasser-3:00 p.m.
19-Cusseta Charge-5:00 p.m.
22-Wynnton-6:30 p.m.
26-Living Grace-9:00 a.m.
26-M.L.Harris-11:00 a.m.
26-Midway-3:00 p.m.
26-Rose Hill-5:00 p.m.
27-Pierce Chapel-7:00 p.m.
29-South Columbus-6:30 p.m.

NOVEMBER
2-East Highland-9:00 a.m.
2-Upatoi/Box Springs-11:00 a.m.
2-Woodland Charge-3:00 p.m.
2-Midland-5:00 p.m.
5-Epworth-6:30 p.m.
9-Cuthbert-9:00 a.m.
9-Shellman-11:00 a.m.
9-Georgetown/Sharon/Union-3:00 p.m.
9-Lumpkin/Sardis/Wesley Chapel-5:00 p.m.
12-St. Paul-6:30 p.m.
16-Stephens Chapel-9:00 a.m.
16-Richland-11:00 a.m.
16-Mt. Olive-3:00 p.m.
16-Asbury-5:00 p.m.
17-Bethel/Walkers Chapel-.6:30 p.m.
19-St. Luke-7:00 p.m.
20-Bronwood/Smithville-7:00 p.m.
30-The Ridge-10:30 a.m.

•Give a verbal Minister’s Report, verbal Lay Report, and Verbal setting of the clergy salary.  All other

reports can be handed in•

Agenda
Convene—Call to Order
Hymn (optional)
Business
Pastor's Report/Celebration
Review of Membership Data
Committee on Lay Leadership
Lay Speakers Candidacy
Other items Requiring a Vote
Setting Clergy Salary
Account Reimbursement
Housing Resolution
Insurance Coverage
Devotional—Dr. Cooper (“Knowing and Growing”)
Adjournment with Prayer

Forms
•Charge Conference Minutes
•Pastor's Report
•Narrative/Membership
•Deacon or Diaconal Reports
•Committee on Lay Leadership
•Lay Speaker
•Candidates (New or Continued)
•Compensation Forms (worksheet
and final report*)
•Housing Allowance Resolution*
•Accountable Reimbursement*
•Retirees and Extension Clergy
Reports
•Financial Report
•Trustees Report
•Parsonage Review
•Continuing Education Report
•Higher Education



10:00 a.m.
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Part-Time Youth Minister Needed

Byron UMC is looking for a Part-time Youth Minister.  Please

contact Geri Harker, Byron UMC, 103 West Heritage Boulevard,

Byron, GA 31008, Byronumch@windstrea.net, 478-956-5717

Clergy Sexual Ethics Workshop –
Sept. 11

A
Sexual Ethics Workshop is scheduled from 10 a.m. until

4 p.m on Thursday, Sept. 11, at St. Paul UMC in

Columbus. This workshop is required every three years

for persons serving under appointment by the Bishop (clergy,

local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). Cost

is $35, which includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can

be made payable to South Georgia Conference. To register,

please email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. This event is sponsored

by the Conference Commission on Pastoral Counseling. Please

note that spouses and lay employees who are not appointed by

the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop.

Treible returns as Andrew College
Interim President

A
fter more than 12 years of retirement, former President

Kirk Treible has accepted an invitation to lead Andrew

College as interim president. His return to Cuthbert

follows the July 31, 2014, retirement of David Seyle, which

concluded an eight-year presidency and a total Andrew career

spanning more than 23 years. 

Treible’s appointment, effective September 2, 2014, awakens

memories of an era marked by positive change and growth.

Under his leadership, Andrew reinforced ties with The United

Methodist Church and strengthened itself and its mission through

service to Southwest Georgia.

In the year ahead, the College’s board will complete the search

for Seyle’s permanent successor. Board Vice Chair Peter

Daughtery of Columbus is chairing a 17-member search

committee comprised of trustees, faculty and staff members,

administrators, alumni, local residents, and representatives of

both the student body and The United Methodist Church.

Treible’s interim presence will preserve the successes achieved

since 1988—when he first came to Cuthbert—and sustained most

recently by Seyle.

Under Treible’s short-term leadership, the board anticipates

further improvements and great gains. October 1 begins the fifth

and final year of the current $2 million Title III award, which

supports student retention. As interim president, he will bolster

the College's mission and foster a community-wide embrace of

opportunities to increase service to students and the region. He

will also support the College as it reaffirms its

accreditation—work scheduled for submission to the Southern

Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges

(SACSCOC) in March 2015.

Treible, who holds a bachelor’s degree from West Virginia

Wesleyan College and an MBA from West Virginia University,

served as vice president for fiscal affairs at Southwestern

University before accepting the Andrew presidency 26 years ago.

Currently residing in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., Treible will return to

McDonald House, the president’s residence since 1976, after

assuming office.

KidzQuest Retreat – Sept. 26-28

T
he 2014 KidzQuest retreat is set for September 26-28,

2014, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island.

Designed for students in the third through sixth grades,

this annual children’s retreat promises to be bursting with

learning, worship and fun.

 KidzQuest is a Safe Sanctuaries compliant event. All adult

chaperones must be Safe Sanctuaries certified. The cost for this

event is $130 per person and includes programming, insurance,

food, lodging and a t-shirt. For more information, contact event

coordinator Suzanne Akins at suzanne@sgaumc.com, Allison

Lindsey at (912) 393-5524. Deadline for registration is

September 19, 2014.
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Epworth By The Sea Winter Camp Meeting

February 8-11, 2015

Theme:                             The Teaching Star

Slogan:                                   Know & Grow

Scripture Lesson:                           Acts 2:42

Translation:                Revised English Bible

WHAT THEY DID

“They met constantly

to hear the apostles teach

to share the common life

to break bread

and to pray.”

WHAT HAPPENED

Acts 2:43-47

“A sense of awe was felt by everyone,

All the believers agreed to hold everything in common

One and all they kept up their daily attendance at the Temple

breaking bread in their homes, they shared their meals with unaffected joy

they praised God and enjoyed the favor of the whole people.”

WHAT RESULTED

“Day by day the Lord added new converts to their number”

Sermon Series

“HOW ARE KNOWING AND GROWING CONNECTED?”

Sermon One

Do We Know?“What We Know for Sure?”

Sermon Two

Do We Know?“Who shares the Common Life with Us?

Sermon Three

Do We Know?“What the Rules Are for ‘Being at Table’ with Others?”

Sermon Four

Do We Know?“What Prayer and Praising God Have to Do with Our Growing?”

Sermon Five

Do We Know?“What Prayer and Praising God Have to Do with Our Growing?”

Sermon Six

Will We Grow?“Do Our Hearts Long for Jesus to Add to Us Daily?”
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Magnolia Manor
Color Fun Run

T
he Magnolia Manor Color

Fun Run is scheduled for

8:30 a.m. on Saturday, Sept.

13, 2014, at Magnolia Manor's

Americus campus.

The Color Fun Run is a

five-kilometer, un-timed race in

which participants are doused with color at each color station.

With only two rules, the idea is easy to follow: (1) Wear white at

the starting line (2) Finish plastered in color. 

With no winners or official times, the Color Fun Run caters to

anyone – 2 year olds to 80 year olds, walkers, first time runners

to professional athletes.

The Magnolia Manor’s Color Fun Run & Love Walk raises

money for The League of the Good Samaritan, upholding the

promise that “no one, having chosen to come to Magnolia

Manor, will ever have to leave due to an inability to fully pay for

care”. 

Contact Sharon Brown at 229-931-5922 for more information. 

Methodist Children's Home Sunday

E
very local church in South Georgia is encouraged to

receive a special Work Day Offering on Sunday,

September 21 to support the ministry of The Methodist

Home for Children and Youth.  

The Work Day Offering for the Methodist Home is a tradition

from the 1900s, a time when people, mostly farmers, donated the

equivalent of one day’s wages to the Methodist Home. Whether

you give cotton or a check, be assured that your gift will bring

hope and a new lease on life to the more than 400 children and

families they serve every day.

To learn more about this incredible ministry of our conference

visit www.themethodisthome.org.

Magnolia Manor's Annual
John R. Batts Memorial
Golf Tournament

M
agnolia Manor will hold its

annual John R. Batts Memorial

Golf Tournament on Tuesday,

Sept. 23, 2014, at Brickyard Golf Course

in Macon. Measuring over 7200 yards

from the tips, this par 72 championship

course is challenging for low

handicappers, yet fun and enjoyable for

experienced golfers. This year’s

proceeds will help fund a chaplain

position for the Macon campus. This

four-man scramble starts at 8:30 a.m. and

costs $400 per team. Hole sponsorships

at $150 are also available. Contact

Jennifer Pollard at 229-931-5934 for

sponsorship forms or any additional questions. 

Go to the conference website for brochure and entry form.

Webinars

T
he Connectional Webinar Series is the newest opportunity

in training using enhanced technology through the Office

of Connectional Ministries. You can enter this virtual,

informative, educational, interactive experience from your home

or office! All you need is a computer and the Internet.  

For more information or if you have an idea for a webinar

contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com.

Please note: Registration will close the day before the webinar.

If it is the day of one of the webinars and you would like the

information to join the webinar, please email

allison@sgaumc.com.

Upcoming Webinars
SHAPE
September 23, 2014 at 10 a.m.
Rev. Stephanie Smith will lead participants through a great tool

local churches can use in helping others to discover their

SHAPE! S- Spiritual Gifts, H- Hearts Desires, A- Abilities,

P-Personalities and E- Experiences. This tool will equip and

encourage others to be in ministry.

Register now

É
Effective Communication
October 14, 2014 at 10 a.m.
Revs. Scott Hagan and Jonathan Smith will be sharing best

practices and ideas for effective communication in working with

group ministries. Communication is the key for successful

ministries and this webinar will give you a variety of tools to help

your group get off to a great start and keep everyone "plugged

in."

Register now

É
Conducting a Productive Meeting
October 28, 2014 at 10 a.m.
There are good meetings and there are bad meetings. Bad

meetings seem to last forever and you leave wondering why you

were even present. Effective ones leave you energized and

feeling that you've really accomplished something. So what

makes a meeting effective? Debbie Hudgins will share key

components in running an effective meeting and have you on

your way to leading a meeting where ministry is shaped.

Register now

“Come Away . . . A Time to Find Comfort, A Time to Find Joy”

A Three Day Retreat for Mothers Who Have Lost Children

November 7-9, 2014

Epworth By The Sea

Details: www.epworthbythesea.org or call 912-638-8688


