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South Georgia congregations, individuals give more than $500,000 to storm 

recovery 
 
South Georgia has seen its share of natural disasters during the past two years: devastating 
tornadoes and straight-line winds and Hurricanes Matthew and Irma. 
 
But even amid their own losses and damage, faithful and generous South Georgia United 
Methodists have dug deep, giving hundreds of thousands of dollars to others in need. 
 
In 2017 alone, more than $500,000 has been given by South Georgia United Methodist 
congregations and individuals to the conference’s Hurricane Harvey Relief fund and the South 
Georgia Storm Recovery Advance Offering. This is in addition to gifts given directly to churches 
in the affected areas. 
 
“The extravagant generosity of our churches is compelling evidence that we truly are Alive 
Together in Christ,” said South Georgia episcopal leader Bishop R. Lawson Bryan.  
 
It’s notable that a conference made up of mostly small-membership churches – those with fewer 
than 50 people in worship on an average Sunday – gave this sizable sum, said Dr. Derek 
McAleer, Director of Administrative Services and Conference Treasurer. 
 
Through Oct. 31, $302,098.01 from 179 different congregations was given for the South Georgia 
Storm Recovery Advance Offering. $212,974.85 was given in roughly eight weeks by 167 
different congregations to the Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund, and another $11,293.62 was 
contributed by individuals who gave online. 
 
“When people’s hearts get touched, they give,” Dr. McAleer said, remarking that donations for 
Hurricane Harvey were being received even as people were evacuating from and being impacted 
by Hurricane Irma. “People did not feel like they had to make a choice between helping at home 
or helping away. They thought they could do both.” 
 



All of the $212,974.85 given to the Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund has been dispersed. It has 
been given to the Rio Texas Annual Conference ($30,000); Texas Annual Conference ($30,000); 
Chapelwood United Methodist Church, where South Georgia elder Dr. John Stephens serves as 
senior pastor ($32,000); Puerto Rico Annual Conference ($30,000); and the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief ($90,974.85). 
 
“This was a ton of money given in a short amount of time because there was a need and people 
wanted to help,” Dr. McAleer said. 
 
Bishop Bryan presented Bishop Hector Ortiz, bishop of the Methodist Church of Puerto Rico, 
with a check for $30,000 during the Council of Bishops meeting at Lake Junaluska. Click here to 
watch a video. 
 
 
************************************************************************************************************* 
Bishop Bryan names who will serve on two task forces 
 
Bishop R. Lawson Bryan today announced the names of South Georgia clergy and laity who will 
serve on two task forces approved during the 2017 Annual Conference session: a task force on 
Coordinated Action on Behalf of Undocumented Neighbors and a task force on multiculturalism. 
 
The first, a task force on Coordinated Action on Behalf of Undocumented Neighbors, will look 
at developing a strategy to educate clergy and laity about the history of immigration and human 
and civil rights concerning undocumented members of society. They will also work to encourage 
South Georgia United Methodists to engage in concrete Wesleyan works of piety and mercy 
towards their undocumented neighbors. The task force will be chaired by the Rev. Brett 
Maddocks, associate pastor at St. Luke United Methodist Church in Columbus. 
 
Members named to this task force are: 
 
Laity:  Elaine Chavez, Angelyn Tripp, Moises Velez, Debra Williams  
 
Clergy: David Diaz, Daniel Medina, Ken Morgan, Ivelisse Quiñones, Felipe Ricardo, Isaac 
Salgado 
 
Connectional Ministries Staff Representative: Rev. Earnestine Campbell 
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The second, a task force on multiculturalism, will consider the implications of multiculturalism 
education in the South Georgia Conference. Chairing this task force is Rev. Patricia Burns, 
pastor of Putney United Methodist Church. 
 
Members named to this task force are: 
 
Laity:  Ariana Berksteiner, Jaime Gallaga, Beverly Madron, Gloria Morgan, Denise Rooks, 
Yolanda Sewell, Patsy Thomas 
 
Clergy: Columbus Burns, David Diaz, Stacey Harwell-Dye, Jin Won Park, Ashley Randall, 
Antonio Sutton, Melissa Traver 
 
Connectional Ministries Staff Representative: Rev. Earnestine Campbell 
 
“A lot of prayer and consultation has gone into naming these two task forces,” Bishop Bryan 
said. “I am thankful to each of these persons for their willingness to serve.”  
 
Each task force will begin meeting regularly next month and will present a report at the 2018 
South Georgia Annual Conference session.  
 
************************************************************************************************************* 
South Georgia's week for Praying Our Way Forward movement is January 14-21 
 
umcprays.org 
 
The denomination-wide ‘Praying Our Way Forward’ initiative launched on New Year’s Day 
2017 with 75 weeks of focused prayer for The United Methodist Church. Each annual 
conference will take one week to have intentional prayer for the mission of The United 
Methodist Church to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world and for 
the work of the Commission on a Way Forward. The effort began in the North Carolina 
Conference, and wrap up in the West Angola Episcopal area in June 2018. The South Georgia 
Conference's week of prayer will be January 14-21, 2018.  
 
**Thanks to the deacons of our annual conference, led by Rev. Meg Procopio, resources will be 
available soon to guide our week of prayer.  
 
A Note from Bishop Bryan 

http://umcprays.org/


I am deeply grateful for the work we have already been doing in South Georgia to equip 
ourselves for crucial conversations around the recommendations for a Way Forward that will be 
coming to us in the months ahead. 
 
One of the resources we will be offering to the churches of South Georgia is a process for 
meaningful engagement with whatever recommendations come to us. I want this to be a time 
when we experience being Alive Together in Christ as we have important conversations about a 
future that is fruitful for Christ. 
 
There is one thing, however, that we can all do right now, and that is PRAY. 
 
Each annual conference has been asked to take one week to lead the denomination in prayer. 
Prayers from the South Georgia Conference will be featured the week of January 14-21, 2018. 
To join in the prayers from across the connection, visit umcprays.org and sign up for the daily 
email. 
 
I invite you to join me and the Praying Our Way Forward movement, co-chaired by Bishop 
Deborah Wallace-Padgett and Bishop Al Gwinn, in praying for the work of the Commission on a 
Way Forward. 
 
This prayer movement is a response to the Council of Bishops initiative. We are called to a 
posture of prayer, praying for God’s leadership to guide us effectively in fulfilling the mission of 
the church. All persons – clergy and laity, conferences and congregations – across the 
denomination are invited to pray for God’s guidance. 
 
I am also asking you and your congregation to take time during your regular service of worship 
on January 21 to pray for the Commission on a Way Forward. You can do this in any number of 
ways – either through using one of the prayers from the website, leading your own prayer during 
the normal service of worship, or by hosting a special prayer vigil that day. 
 
Thanks to the deacons of our annual conference, led by Rev. Meg Procopio, for taking the lead in 
our conference’s prayer initiative. The deacons are preparing daily prayers as well as a litany that 
you can use with your congregation on January 21. I will send it to you in the weeks ahead. 
 
To recap, I invite you to do three things: 

1. Sign up to receive the daily prayer from umcprays.org. Then make this a part of your 
daily prayer practice. 

2. Encourage your congregation to sign up and pray each day using prayers from 
umcprays.org. 

http://umcprays.org/
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3. Use the litany our deacons are developing to engage in an intentional time of prayer for 
the Commission on the Way Forward during your January 21 worship service.  

 
I pray that our conference will act with confidence and hope in the power of the Holy Spirit as 
we navigate the days ahead. 
 
Through prayer, we are Alive Together in Christ! 
Lawson Bryan 
 
************************************************************************************************************* 
Banks follows in mother's footsteps as United Methodist Women president 
 
Carol Banks has followed in her mother’s footsteps in more ways than one. 
 
The newly elected United Methodist Women president is carrying on the legacy of service her 
mother instilled in her from a young age as Banks saw her mother, former United Methodist 
Women president Eugenia Yawn, attend Woman’s Society of Christian Service (WSCS) 
meetings and actively serve in missions and ministry. 
 
A strong influence in her daughter’s life and faith, Yawn served as the South Georgia United 
Methodist Women Conference president from 1984 through 1987. A retired home economics 
and high school science teacher, attending WSCS was part of Yawn’s upbringing, and she raised 
Banks similarly. 
 
She encouraged Banks to attend United Methodist Women meetings and to become involved in 
mission work, believing that serving others is what gives one meaning. 
 
“The mission work is what you feel like it means to people all over the world,” Yawn said of the 
important work United Methodist Women do around the world. 
 
Banks, also a retired educator, became increasingly active in her local United Methodist Women 
circle, through Mt. Zion United Methodist Church, and on the district and conference levels, 
upon her retirement. During her tenure as president her goals include education and raising 
awareness among United Methodist Women about how their mission dollars are spent. 
 
“Sometimes we give without fully realizing what all it is we are accomplishing,” she said. “We 
serve women and children all over the world.” 
 



Having been on four Ubuntu Journeys – to Ecuador, Cambodia, and twice to Africa – Banks has 
seen firsthand how United Methodist Women are serving, working, and supporting women and 
children around the world. 
 
“It makes me proud to be a part of it and I want everybody else to feel that way,” she said. 
 
Service has become a way of life for both Yawn and Banks, and they feel that it is intrinsically 
linked with their faith. 
 
“I have realized that you can’t just say you believe in Jesus and God. There’s more to it than that. 
You have to serve in some way or you’re not accomplishing anything as a Christian,” Banks 
said. “When you realize how much God loves you and He tells you to love others the same way, 
you have to find some way to do that. I find it very fulfilling to do that through United Methodist 
Women.” 
 
Yawn agrees, and says that it’s the United Methodist Women’s focus on serving others that has 
most drawn her through the years, and allowed her to fully live out her faith. 
 
When asked about the parallels in her daughter’s life to her own she looked at Banks and smiled. 
 
“I’m very proud to have a daughter following in my footsteps,” she said. “I think I had a quiet 
influence on her life. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Churches focus on safety; South Georgia hosts Church Security Workshop  
 
Like many South Georgia congregations, Bonaire United Methodist Church is fortunate to count 
among its members several law enforcement officers and federal agents. Vigilant and sensitive to 
their surroundings even during worship services, they keep an eye out for dangers most don’t 
notice. 
 
Still mindful of the need to gird up the Bonaire UMC campus and keep the congregation safe, 
senior pastor Dr. Scott Hagan attended a church security workshop last April and learned 
valuable tips that he and church leaders have begun implementing. 
 
“No one wants to think about the unthinkable, but we do have an obligation as pastors and 
leaders to be shepherds of a flock with all of the responsibility that that language carries,” he 
said. “So church security has really been on the minds of a lot of people even before the tragic 
events in Sutherland Springs, Texas.” 



 
The Nov. 5 attack at First Baptist Church of Sutherland Springs, Texas, left 26 dead and 20 
wounded. It also brought security and safety to the forefront of pastors’ and church leaders’ 
minds. Training and protection have fast become the focus of seminars, classes, and materials as 
church leaders ask, “How do I keep my congregation safe?,” “How do I prepare for an active 
shooter?,” and “How can I make my church more secure?” 
 
One such training is an upcoming Church Security Workshop, a one-hour seminar hosted by the 
Office of Connectional Ministries, that will provide practical steps a church can take to reduce 
the risk of an incident occurring as well as how to be prepared if an event should occur. 
 
“I have received many inquiries following the incident in Texas, and the responses by local 
churches have been across the board. I do not want our churches to be held hostage by fear, but 
to be informed and equipped with tools and insight to keep their congregations safe without 
becoming a fortress,” said Allison Lindsey, associate director of Connectional Ministries. “I 
think plans for security and safety for many different situations is crucial, not just active 
shooters. This is a complex issue for churches.”  
 
The workshop is set for Tuesday, Nov. 28 at 10 a.m. at Forest Hills United Methodist Church in 
Macon. Brent Loeffler, a member of Bainbridge First United Methodist Church who also serves 
with the Georgia Sheriffs’ Association, will lead the training. 
 
Clergy and church leaders can participate in one of three ways: Attend in person at Forest Hills 
UMC; watch the training via the live stream (a link will be posted the morning of the training at 
www.sgaumc.org/churchsecurity); or view a recording of the training at your convenience when 
it is released and made available as a webinar (www.sgaumc.org/churchsecurity). 
 
Dr. Hagan, concerned that mass shootings have increased, has drafted a three-part plan to 
increase security at the church. Church leaders have discussed plans for several months, but 
recent events sped up the expansion of their security team, he said. He also plans to attend the 
Connectional Ministries’ Church Security Worship to gain more training. 
“My fear is it’s happening so often it’s becoming the norm,” he said. 
 
Bonaire UMC’s safety plan includes gathering a security team of lay people and law 
enforcement officials, training the security team around the plan, and having the team maintain a 
strong presence. 
 
“I encourage our local churches to partner with their local law enforcement agencies to be in 
ministry together around safety,” Lindsey said. “In our society today, helping our members be 
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mindful of safety everywhere, everyday, could broaden our outreach as a church. Developing a 
plan and communicating that plan to all members will help our churches be proactive and not 
reactive around any incidents that might occur.” 
 
Additional resources can be found at www.sgaumc.org/security. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Bishops receive interim Way Forward report, elect new officers 
 
The Council of Bishops (COB) met at Lake Junaluska in North Carolina last week to receive an 
interim report from the Commission on a Way Forward, elect new officers, and prepare for the 
2019 Special Session of General Conference, among other things. 

From the president’s address to giving feedback on the interim report of the Commission, the 
bishops stressed the importance of the mission of God, the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the 
love of Jesus Christ in The United Methodist Church. 

Here are highlights of the COB meeting held Nov. 5-10: 

Presidential address 
In his presidential address on Monday morning, COB President Bruce Ough challenged fellow 
bishops to be open to new ways that may be “off the map” as they received and discerned the 
interim report from the commission. 

Comparing the UMC bishops to the explorers Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, who were 
not daunted after finding their expected canoe route to the Pacific Ocean blocked by the Rocky 
Mountains, Bishop Ough called on the church to find new, innovative ways to navigate the 
“issues of same-gender marriage, the ordination of LGBTQ persons, and the underlying issues of 
scriptural authority and biblical obedience.” 

Bishop Ough, who leads the Dakotas-Minnesota Area, reminded the bishops about the painful 
action the church took in creating the Central Jurisdiction at the merger of three 
Methodist-related denominations in 1939, which ended up segregating African-Americans. 

“Many historians would argue that the formation of jurisdictional conferences in the United 
States was a similar structural compromise that has perpetuated sectarianism and disconnect 
within The United Methodist Church,” Ough said. 

He cautioned: “And it is clear there is no way forward unless we are willing to rethink and 
redesign what a global United Methodist Church looks like.” 

The COB, which is made up of both active and retired bishops, offers oversight and leadership 
for the nearly 13 million United Methodists throughout the world. At the 2016 General 
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Conference, the bishops were asked to find a way forward on the impasse regarding LGBTQ 
persons in the life of the church. 

To help in this mandate from General Conference, the bishops appointed a 32-member 
commission that has met six times since January. The commission presented its interim report to 
the bishops at the Lake Junaluska meeting. 

“It will be our responsibility, and ours alone, to lead the adoption and acceptance of the 
recommendations,” Bishop Ough said. 

READ BISHOP’S FULL ADDRESS HERE 

Commission on a Way Forward interim report 
Members of the Commission on a Way Forward presented an interim report of sketches of three 
possible models but stressed the following: 

● The Commission shared three sketches of models with the bishops, with the awareness 
that they are not restricted to these models and are open to learning, listening and 
improvement.  

● It is likely that additional models or sketches may emerge as the process continues. 
● The Commission did not express a preference of a model in order to best serve the 

bishops. 
● The values highlighted in any one model also live within the fabric of other models. 
● The values that are present in each model can be found in two important documents: 1. 

The Mission, Vision and Scope document; 2. The Status Report of the Commission in 
July 2017 

The sketches of the models: 

● One sketch of a model affirms the current Book of Discipline language and places a high 
value on accountability. 

● Another sketch of a model removes restrictive language and places a high value on 
contextualization. This sketch also specifically protects the rights of those whose 
conscience will not allow them to perform same gender weddings or ordain LGBTQ 
persons. 

● A third sketch of a model is grounded in a unified core that includes shared doctrine and 
services, and one COB, while also creating different branches that have clearly defined 
values such as accountability, contextualization and justice. 

● Each sketch represents values that are within the COB and across the church. 
● Each sketch includes a gracious way for those who feel called to exit from the 

denomination. 
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After receiving the interim report of the sketches of the three possible models, the bishops 
engaged in prayerful discerning and offered substantial feedback to the Commission. However, 
the bishops did not vote on any particular sketch or structural model for the future of the church, 
nor did they eliminate a particular sketch of a model, and they stressed that they are not planning 
for division. 

As part of the ongoing discernment within the church, resident bishops are being equipped to 
lead discussions in their episcopal areas and offer feedback to the commission. 

READ THE FULL PRESS RELEASE ON THE INTERIM REPORT 

Election of officers 
In other actions, the COB elected new officers for the next two years. Florida Area Bishop 
Kenneth H. Carter was officially elected as the next president of the Council of Bishops of The 
United Methodist Church. Bishop Carter will take over from Bishop Ough effective at the end of 
the May 2018 meeting. 

The United Methodist bishops also elected Louisiana Area Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey as the 
president-designate. She is currently serving as secretary of the Council. North 
Katanga-Tanzania Bishop Mande Muyombo was elected as secretary. Bishop Mande was elected 
as bishop early this year. 

Bishop Carter, Bishop Harvey and Bishop Mande - who are active bishops - will continue in 
their roles as residential bishops in their areas in addition to their roles in the COB. Bishop Carter 
has additional responsibilities as one of the moderators of the Commission on a Way Forward. 

2019 Special Session of General Conference 
In preparing for the Special Session of General Conference that has been called for February 
2019, the COB approved the following as its members of the Design Team for the Special 
Session: Julie Love, Tom Salsgiver, Bruce Ough, Bill McAlilly, Robert Farr (or designee) and 
Sue Haupert Johnson, with Marcus Matthews, Cynthia Fierro Harvey, Sandra Steiner Ball, Rudy 
Juan and Warner Brown serving as ex-officio members. The COB is working in conjunction 
with the Commission on General Conference, which will also have its members on the Design 
Team. 

The COB and the Commission have a series of meetings scheduled for early 2018 designed to 
continue the preparations for the Special Session of the General Conference in 2019. This 
includes Commission meetings in January and March and an additional COB meeting in 
February before a final report is discussed at the May meeting of the COB. 

The bishops also approved a writing team comprising Bishops Sandra Steiner-Ball, Donna 
Pritchard, Cynthia Fierro Harvey, Marcus Matthews, Bruce Ough, Warner Brown and attorney 
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Bill Waddell for the purpose of preparing documents for a possible request for declaratory 
decision(s) that would be submitted to the Judicial Council. 

Pastoral letter to the church 
In the face of acrimonious conversations permeating even the church over political, religious and 
justice issues, the bishops issued a pastoral letter at the end of the meeting, calling for respectful 
dialogue. 

“Conflict and differing opinions, a natural part of the human and faith experience, come in a 
variety of forms. We are called to address our differences with authenticity and respectful 
conversations which enrich our understanding of God and of one another,” the letter signed by 
Bishop Ough said. 

 

The bishops reminded United Methodists about Ephesians 4:1-2 which admonishes us “to lead a 
life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace.” 

CLICK HERE TO READ THE FULL LETTER 

In other matters: 

● All bishops, retired and active, underwent further Boundary Training; then the residential 
bishops had a session on how to handle sexual misconduct complaints as part of their 
required training. 

● The bishops heard from leaders of areas which have been impacted by natural disasters 
such as the hurricanes in Texas and Puerto Rico. The meeting received an offering of 
$10,421.62 to help with the recovery relief in Puerto Rico. 

● The bishops approved a recommendation that all bishops continue to encourage local 
churches to fully participate in Global Migration Sunday on December 3, 2017. 
Resources for this Sunday can be found at umcmigration.org. 

● The bishops in the five jurisdictions were urged to lead their areas in establishing Justice 
for our Neighbors legal clinics where none have been established, and strengthening 
JFONs where they are already established. 

● The bishops also approved the appointment of several people to ecumenical and 
interreligious organizations and committees. 

****************************************************************************** 

St. Marys United Methodist Church Foundation announces fall grants 
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The Board of Directors of the St. Marys United Methodist Church Foundation, Inc. has approved 
grants for the Fall 2017 Grant Cycle. Grants totaling $794,018 will be made to 14 organizations 
the week of December 4, 2017. The following is a brief description of each recipient and the 
purpose of the grant. 
 
Organizations serving Southeast Georgia: 
 
Skylark (formerly Care Net Pregnancy Center of Coastal Georgia) (www.helloskylark.com)  
A $31,768 grant to Skylark to provide funding to upgrade medical equipment at the Camden 
County clinic. Skylark is a Christ-centered ministry dedicated to advancing the sanctity of human 
life and sexual purity by providing abstinence education, free pregnancy testing, ultrasounds and 
counseling for women with unplanned pregnancies. 
 
Children in Action Sports Clubs (www.ciasportsclub.org)  
A $30,000 partial challenge grant to Children in Action Sports Clubs to provide a partial 
challenge grant to provide operational support for afterschool and summer programming for CIA 
participants in Brunswick, Georgia. CIA is a Christ-centered ministry that works to build 
relationships with children 5-14 years old and to equip them to make healthy choices mentally, 
physically, and spiritually. Established in 2006, their mission is to utilize sports and physical 
activities as an outreach to children, youth, and adults to build character, excellence and 
teamwork.  
 
Coastal Counseling Center (www.coastalcounselingcenter.org) 
A 50,000 grant to Coastal Counseling Center to provide funds to purchase technology, 
research-based hands-on tools and furniture appropriate for the provision of one-on-one client 
services, group therapy and to implement an experiential learning area for children. The Coastal 
Counseling Center was established in Camden County during 2004 in response to the growing 
need for affordable mental health care.  
 
Communities in Schools of Glynn County (www.glynncounty.communitiesinschools.org)  
A $55,500 grant to Communities in Schools of Glynn County to provide funding to support the 
salary of a Site Coordinator at Brunswick High School and the partial salary of a Site 
Coordinator at Glynn Academy. Communities in Schools brings adults into the schools to help 
address children’s unmet needs, providing a link between educators and the community. The 
program provides before-school academic support programs, incentives, case management, 
parental engagement / family support services and on-site program coordination to prevent 
at-risk students from dropping out of school. Communities in Schools is making a significant 
difference in improving the high school graduation rates in Glynn County. 
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FaithWorks (www.faithworksministry.org) 
A $32,000 grant to FaithWorks to support the final year of a three-year initiative to support a 
full-time volunteer coordinator and equipment to increase volunteers and financial support for 
various FaithWorks programs. The initiative works to improve systems for volunteer 
recruitment, build new orientation and training materials, and develop donor recognition tools 
and communication materials. FaithWorks is an ecumenical ministry that focuses on -- but is not 
limited to -- community healthcare services and poverty needs in Glynn County and the 
surrounding Southeast Georgia area. 
 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes (www.lsecgafca.org)  
A $10,500 grant to the Fellowship of Christian Athletes to support a part-time FCA baseball 
position and part-time coordinator for FCA elementary Huddles in Camden County, Georgia. 
This represents the third year of a four-year commitment to this program. The Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes is an interdenominational organization promoting positive, Christian 
principles to individuals around the world. It conducts programs through over 200 field offices in 
rural, suburban and urban areas spreading the Gospel to young people in junior high, high school 
and college. 
 
Gathering Place (www.thegp.org) 
A 50,000 challenge grant to The Gathering Place in Brunswick, Georgia to provide funding to 
support the new 707 Director position and associated operating expenses for calendar year 2018. 
The Gathering Place was established in 1981 to provide youth-oriented Christian activities to 
local youth and to develop and deploy Christian leaders.  
 
MAP International (www.map.org)  
A $59,250 grant to MAP International to provide funding to expand its Domestic Medicines 
Program to serve uninsured and underinsured populations in Brantley, Charlton, Camden and 
Glynn Counties by providing life-saving medicines and health supplies. MAP International 
(Medical Assistance Programs) was founded almost 53 years ago as a Christian, non-profit, 
global relief and development organization serving people living in 112 of the world's poorest 
communities, providing medicines, treatment programs and health training programs. Although 
MAP’s focus has historically been international, they recently expanded their mission field to 
rural areas of the United States. 
 
Remedy Project (www.theremedyproject.com)  
A $50,000 grant to The Remedy Project to support continued expansion of the Friends & Family 
in Recovery program, explore mission opportunities, train staff in trauma care, help underwrite 
salaries for credential counselors and support ongoing program expenses. Begun in 2011, the 
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Remedy Project is a faith-based addiction counseling and recovery program organized to serve 
clients in the city of Brunswick and other limited areas of Southeast Georgia.  
 
Thornwell Home for Children (www.thornwell.org)  
A $75,000 grant to Thornwell Home for Children to expand the Building Families program to 
Southeast Georgia providing prevention resources to families in need. This represents the second 
year of a three-year commitment to this program. Founded as a Presbyterian ministry in 1875 as 
an orphanage for children of the Civil War, Thornwell Home for Children has evolved to provide 
residential care, academic programs, and community-based family programs throughout Florida, 
Georgia and South Carolina. Thornwell’s Building Families Program is a community-based, 
intensive in-home program, which provides services that build upon the existing strengths of 
families in order to reduce the stressors interfering with healthy family functioning.  
 
Agencies of the South Georgia Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church: 
 
Magnolia Manor (www.magnoliamanor.co) 
A $50,000 grant to Magnolia Manor to implement the Quality Assurance and Performance 
Improvement (QAPI) portion of the new strategic plan. This represents the final year of a 
two-year commitment to this project. Magnolia Manor opened in 1963 in response to the need 
for safe, secure housing and long-term care for the elderly. Today, Magnolia Manor provides, as 
a ministry of The United Methodist Church, a variety of quality retirement communities 
throughout southern Georgia serving more than 1,800 older adults. 
 
Open Door Community House (www.opendoorcommunityhouse.org)  
A $75,000 grant to Open Door Community House in Columbus, Georgia to provide program 
support for the Circles in Columbus citywide initiative to include the operation of two full 
Circles sites and the introduction of one new training location. Circles in Columbus is a 
nationally recognized, structured program for low-income families to create personal and 
community plans to elevate them out of poverty.  
 
Wesley Community Centers of Savannah, Inc. (www.wesleyctrs-savh.org) 
A $25,000 challenge grant to Wesley Community Centers of Savannah, Inc. to provide general 
operating support for Wesley Community Center programs. The Wesley Community Center 
serves children of all abilities as well as providing programs and services to low and 
moderate-income women and families throughout Savannah and the surrounding area. 
 
Organizations Working Internationally:  
 
Partners Worldwide (www.partnersworldwide.org) 

http://www.thornwell.org/
http://www.magnoliamanor.co/
http://www.opendoorcommunityhouse.org/
http://www.wesleyctrs-savh.org/
http://www.partnersworldwide.org/


A $200,000 grant to Partners Worldwide to leverage entrepreneurs and job-creators to achieve 
increased sustainability and resilience for vulnerable people in Ghana, West Africa.  This grant 
represents the first year of a new 4-year partnership between Partners Worldwide and the St. 
Marys United Methodist Church Foundation.  Partners Worldwide began with a simple question: 
“Is there a way for businesspeople to become part of the solution to ending poverty, instead of 
being seen as part of the problem?” In 1994, Partners for Christian Development, now Partners 
Worldwide, was formed when Kenyan and American business people met to establish a loan 
fund for small to medium enterprises (SMEs), a business savings and loan cooperative, and 
partnerships between entrepreneurs.  Partners for Christian Development grew out of World 
Renew (then Christian Reformed World Relief Committee). In 2005, responding to the 
increasing need to engage business people and professionals, Partners Worldwide was 
established as an independent faith-based business ministry, though it continues to partner with 
the Christian Reformed Church.  
 
Partner’s Worldwide is currently working with 78 local partners called Local Community 
Institutions (LCI), in 27 countries implementing strategies to end poverty through business 
training, mentoring, access to capital and advocacy. Over the next 4 years, the SMUMC 
Foundation will be investing $200,000 per year with Hopeline Institute 
(http://www.partnersworldwide.org/lci/hopeline-institute/) in Ghana, West Africa. Hopeline has 
been a very successful Partners Worldwide LCI partner since 2010 and is well positioned for 
significant expansion in the coming years.  
 
Grant funds will be used to increase Hopeline Institute’s capacity to provide micro, small and 
medium-sized enterprise (SME) business loans, training, mentoring and advocacy-support in the 
four sectors targeted and covered by the LCI: Agriculture, Manufacturing, Retail, and Service.  A 
portion of the funds will be dedicated to an increased focus on long-term impacts through 
building inclusive agricultural value chains, which play an important role in ending poverty by 
linking small-scale, rural, and often marginalized farmers to viable markets.  
 
The goal of this initiative is to increase Hopeline Institute’s impacts on job creation and poverty 
alleviation by 40 percent in the four-year period (averaging 10 percent annually). Over the four 
years, Hopeline Institute projects to create and sustain over 16,000 jobs. That equates to over 
16,000 families with sustainable incomes to feed their children, pay school, health fees, etc. With 
each job supporting on average 5 dependents, that means over 80,000 lives touched in 
communities of poverty and unemployment. 
 
Additional information about the St. Marys United Methodist Church Foundation, Inc. is 
available on the Internet at www.smumcfoundation.org or by calling 912-510-9350. 

http://www.partnersworldwide.org/lci/hopeline-institute/
http://www.smumcfoundation.org/


 

****************************************************************************** 

#GivingTuesday: Connect your passion with God’s mission on Nov. 28 

It’s hard to believe the holidays are right around the corner. That means it’s time once again for 
UMC #GivingTuesday. On Nov. 28, United Methodists have the opportunity to extend the spirit 
of giving thanks into the Advent season through gifts to one of the more than 600 church-related 
Advance projects and more than 300 United Methodist missionaries. And to make a big day even 
BIGGER, Georgia Gives Day has joined forces with Giving Tuesday. Support South Georgia 
United Methodist ministries through Georgia Gives Day/Giving Tuesday by searching for 
“United Methodist” or "Methodist" at the Georgia Gives website. 

Search Advance projects 

Give on Nov. 28 

****************************************************************************** 

Alive Together in Christ is more than a slogan 

FROM THE BISHOP 

R. LAWSON BRYAN 

Thanks to you I was able to make a special presentation during the Council of Bishops meeting 
two weeks ago at Lake Junaluska. I gave Bishop Hector Ortiz, our Methodist bishop in Puerto 
Rico, a check for $30,000 for disaster relief in Puerto Rico. The check was made out to the 
Methodist Church of Puerto Rico. My heart is full of gratitude to the churches of South Georgia 
for this—for giving not just the gift of money, but also the gift of hope.  

The devastation caused by Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico is so severe that our brothers and 
sisters in Christ will be in recovery mode for years to come. These funds, which you have 
provided, will create a personal bond between South Georgia and Puerto Rican Methodists. No 
matter how long and difficult the road ahead, Bishop Ortiz and the churches of Puerto Rico will 
know they are not alone. Thank you, South Georgia, for demonstrating that we mean it when we 
say, “Alive Together in Christ.” 

But wait; there is more. Lots more. You have been responding for months to disasters in 
Houston, Texas; the entire state of Florida; and in many areas of our own conference. Through 
Oct. 31, we have collected $212,974.85 from South Georgia churches for Hurricane Harvey 
relief. This has allowed us to send $30,000 each to the Texas Conference and the Rio Texas 
Conference;  $32,000 to Chapelwood United Methodist Church in Houston, where South 
Georgia elder Dr. John Stephens serves as senior pastor (to support their ongoing response to 

https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!IIJc75eX7D2rk1eR63ya3G4lL364L158f2ri34z33Ct
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!I8i4xY7e2e07pz7h5Px0iC5ocXinQQKES2oBjKLsBPu
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!w7GBHgtjvHCnI3uJqEvk0hWQMs07ZMFw5U4brbIz0fR
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!KTdPjP3-eWuZIazJrodLd2KSKgdoQBkrHukwzZv-4Z4


their region); and now $30,000 to Puerto Rico. This leaves more than $90,000 we will send to 
UMCOR.  

This doesn't even include $302,098.01 given so far this year for the South Georgia Storm 
Recovery Advance Offering and another $11,293.62 that has been contributed by individuals 
who have given online. 

As Derek McAleer said when he gave us this report, “Pretty amazing, friends—pretty amazing!” 

Alive Together in Christ is more than a slogan.  It is a truthful statement about the South Georgia 
Conference. You are constantly teaching us just how alive we really are.  

Thank you! 

Lawson Bryan 

Bishop Bryan presented Bishop Hector Ortiz, bishop of the Methodist Church of Puerto Rico, 
with a check for $30,000 during the Council of Bishops meeting at Lake Junaluska. Click here to 
watch a video. 

****************************************************************************** 

Our God is triumphant 

In the Heart of the Connection 
Rev. Dr. Matt Woodbery, Director of Connectional Ministries 

“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love.” 1 John 4:18, NRSV 

https://vimeo.com/241940580
https://vimeo.com/241940580


And though this world, with devils filled, 
Should threaten to undo us, 

We will not fear, for God hath willed 
His truth to triumph through us: 
The Prince of Darkness grim, 

We tremble not for him; 
His rage we can endure, 
For lo! his doom is sure, 

One little word shall fell him. 
 

That word above all earthly powers, 
No thanks to them, abideth; 

The Spirit and the gifts are ours 
Through Him who with us sideth: 

Let goods and kindred go, 
This mortal life also; 

The body they may kill: 
God’s truth abideth still, 
His Kingdom is forever. 

 
A Mighty Fortress is our God, Martin Luther 
   
You never know what you’ll find when you move. Things long forgotten or misplaced 
mysteriously are found. (Of course, the opposite is equally true - you can lose things 
mysteriously, too!) Such is the case of a manuscript of a speech my father gave some 54 years 
ago. 

My father, then Chaplain (First Lieutenant) Jerry Woodbery, was a United Methodist elder and 
member in Full Connection with the South Georgia Conference. He served in extension ministry, 
representing Methodism and South Georgia as an Army chaplain for 22 years, retiring as a 
Lieutenant Colonel in 1983. (After retirement, he returned to parish ministry, serving as the 
associate minister at White Bluff United Methodist Church in Savannah, senior pastor at St 
Mary’s Road United Methodist Church in Columbus, and then as executive pastor of Statesboro 
First United Methodist Church. He died in December 1989.) 

It is still the custom in the Army to gather soldiers for memorials to honor the fallen, and those 
ceremonies are shared responsibilities between the Command Sergeant Major and the unit 
chaplain. On that day, November 23,1963, the commander ordered that a memorial ceremony be 
held on the Saturday following President Kennedy’s assassination, Friday, November 22. Below 
you will see a transcript of the memorial remarks my father gave as the chaplain of the Division 
Artillery (DIVARTY), 2nd Infantry Division, Sand Hill, Ft. Benning, Ga. 



I think you will agree that the words Dad offered then are as poignant and relevant to us today as 
they were to the soldiers assembled in November 1963. This homily was offered during times of 
national strife experienced in a civil rights movement often met with violence; the height of fear 
of mutually assured nuclear destruction between the US and USSR in the dangerous stand-off 
known as the Cold War; and the ramping up of the war in Viet Nam (where my father would 
eventually be deployed and serve for a year in 1966-67.) Those were stressful times. Times of 
immeasurable social change and disruption of what people considered to be “normal.” Times of 
fear. 

Those times and the accompanying emotions seem very familiar to us today.  

Then, during that historical backdrop, on the occasion of one of the most shocking events in the 
history of the United States, a young man from Bainbridge, brought up in The Methodist Church, 
ordained to word, order, and sacrament, and to offer Christ to the world—and in this particular 
context, the men who were committed to service to our nation and sworn to defend and uphold 
the principles of freedom - he brought hope that is, and becomes, the Gospel. Where love 
conquers all. Where even “one little word will fell” the evil we deplore. 

In this season of Veterans’ Day, as I remember my father’s faithful service and the hundreds of 
men and women to whom he ministered, and the 54th anniversary of the death of President 
Kennedy, I commend to you this homily and hope that it will reach across the years to inspire 
you as it has me. 

Chaplain (First Lieutenant) Jerry Woodbery’s address to the men of Division Artillery, 2nd 
Infantry Division, Ft Benning, Georgia at the command memorial service the Saturday 
morning following the assassination of President John F. Kennedy on Friday, Nov. 22, 
1963. Chaplain Woodbery was 28 years old. 

“We come this morning to pay tribute to our fallen leader, John F. Kennedy.  

“He gave all that he had for his country, as have men down through the history of this land. The 
bullet which killed him was fired by the hand of the greatest enemy which this country has ever 
faced. It was fired by the enemy which you and I face every day of our lives. It is an enemy 
which threatens to devour our country and all that we hold to be good, just, pure, and righteous. 
It was fired by the enemy which tramples under its foot all which we hold holy.  

“This enemy is the most evasive this country has ever fought. It has not attacked us in [an] 
armored column, or the bombardment of bombs, or in fleets of aircraft, or the tromp of soldiers’ 
boots. This enemy has marshalled its force in the hearts of men like you and myself. This enemy 
is the fanaticism of hate and prejudice which strikes at the very foundation of our country’s 
strength.  



“This foe of hate and prejudice is not a new foe to us or to mankind. The Europeans met him in 
the 30s and 40s. We Americans have met him face to face at Gettysburg. He has been confronted 
in the streets of Chicago, New York, and Birmingham. Yesterday he struck again in Dallas.  

“His victims are legion. They range from 6 ½ million Jews in the crematoriums in Europe to one 
lone Negro shot down on the steps of his home in Jackson, to the death of a president in Ford’s 
Theater in 1865 to John F. Kennedy yesterday.  

“God, himself, in Jesus Christ, also suffered at the hands of our foe. But he was triumphant. It is 
this victory which spurs us on in our conflict. It was his triumph which brought from the 
battlefields of Gettysburg through Lincoln a united country. And it is in the triumph of God our 
hate and prejudice that we’ll bring from the death of John Kennedy a nation which will be united 
in love of freedom and justice for all man… encouraged by the knowledge that the right and 
might of God is on the side of those who strive to overcome the hate and prejudice which attacks 
the heart of all men. 

“In the death of John Kennedy let us rededicate ourselves anew to the causes for which he died. 
Freedom and justice for all men, motivated by a love for all men regardless of race, color, or 
creed, through the grace of God.”  

Pro Deo et Patria (For God and Country)*, Dad. 

From the Heart of the Connection, 

Matt 

(*The motto of the U.S. Army Chaplain Corps.) 

****************************************************************************** 

God’s True Covenant People 
 
Fall Quarter: Covenants With God 
Unit 3:  An Everlasting Covenant 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of November 26, 2017 
By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 
 
Scripture Lesson: 1 Corinthians 11:23-34 
Background Scripture: 1 Corinthians 11; Jude 
 
Purpose: To celebrate in worship and our daily lives by remembering the redemptive life and 



death of Christ. 
 
Key Verse: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Every time you drink it, do this to 
remember me.” (1 Corinthians 11:25) 
 
Hearing the Word 
We are now at the conclusion of this quarter’s study of the covenant in the Bible where we 
engaged in the writings of the Apostle Paul. The “Adult Bible Studies’” writer introduces Paul’s 
writings as the oldest documents in the New Testament and reminds us that he is the converted 
Jew and dedicated apostle of Christ. The writer describes Paul’s writings as an immersion into 
the Hebrew Scriptures, the awareness of the blessings and failures of God’s covenantal 
relationship with Israel, and the guarantee of his covenantal relationship to those who believe in 
Christ.  
 
Background 
1 Corinthians, The First Letter 
The early writing in 1 Corinthians is described by the writer as Paul presenting his case to the 
Christians of Corinth and refers to 1 Corinthians 1:30: “It is because of God that you are in 
Christ Jesus. He became wisdom from God for us. This means that he made us righteous and 
holy, and he delivered us.” The writer describes the following to this letter as “theologically 
grounded advice” of a founding pastoral commitment to his people that scolds and attempts to 
explain what it means to be called into a new life in Christ.  
 
Corinth 
The writer describes Corinth in the time of Paul as a capital city of the Roman province of 
Achaia in southern Greece: population more than 100,000, two seaports, bordering the east and 
the west coasts of a 3.5-mile isthmus, a major commercial hub and link between Asia Minor and 
Rome. It was destroyed in 146 B.C. by the Romans and re-established by Julius Caser in 44 B.C. 
as a Roman Colony. The culture was ethically and religiously diverse, largely populated by Jews 
and included Hellenistic influences. 
 
Teacher:  Ask the class if they see the church as culturally and ethnically diverse. If so, in what 
ways? If not, how can it be strengthened? 
 
Paul and the First Letter to the Corinthians  
The writer provides the following accounts. Paul is described as the founder of the church in 
Corinth. He spent a year and a half in the city, pastoring this new community of Christians in 
Corinth. The new converts were mostly Gentile with some of the wealthy and important figures 
in the Corinthian society, such as Erastus, the city treasurer (Romans 16:23). However, the 



majority were of the lower social class, including the freed people and slaves (1 Corinthians 1:26 
– read aloud).  
 
The church, which consisted of a small number of people (about 40-50), had its problems. Three 
years after Paul had left Corinth and unable to return from Ephesus, he addressed some pressing 
concerns directly by letter probably delivered by Stephanus, Fortunatus, and Achaicus (1 
Corinthians 16:17). Unfortunately, some of the problems experienced in the church of Corinth 
plague the church today: rivalry groups whose loyalties varied, according to Paul, between 
himself, Apollos, Cephas, and Christ (1:12); sexual issues, marriage, and flagrant immorality 
(5:1-13); 6:12-20; 7:1-40); lawsuits in the community (6:1-11); pagan worship, food from pagan 
sacrifices (8:1-13; 10:14-32); proper attire for worship (11:2-16); the claims of having special 
wisdom or spiritual gifts (1:17-22; 2:6, 11; 3:18-20; 12:1–14:40).  
 
The writer points to the scriptures, 3:1-5; 9:1-27, as Paul’s need to defend his “apostolic” 
authority; and, to this lesson’s focus of the disturbing treatment of the poor and disadvantaged 
during the worship.  
 
Worship in a House Church in Corinth 
The writer describes the house meeting at the wealthy person’s house in the Greco-Roman world 
as: usually built around a wall-enclosed, open-air atrium (courtyard) with an entrance to the 
street; festivities and dinner parties held in these homes were often elaborate with fine foods, 
wine, with some offered as a libation to a god or goddess; a symposium of speeches, debates, 
entertainment, and more drinking; usually the participants were similar in status, but sometimes 
only the privileged few were given access to the dining room to recline and partake of a greater 
feast.  
 
Christians in the Mediterranean Cities, First Century 
The Christians’ fellowship and meal house meetings are contrasted as different from the Greek. 
They did not separate the men and women at meals. However, they were like the Romans as they 
allowed for both to eat together.  The Christians were unlike both the Greeks and the Romans 
because they usually included a diverse group of people in their fellowship, including the poor, 
slaves, freed, Jews, and Gentiles. Their gatherings mostly included the celebration and the 
patronage of the Jesus Christ, not some other deity. The writer says that in some ways their 
meetings were modeled after the Jewish Passover meal that ended with prophecy (preaching), 
scripture reading, witnessing, hymns, and prayers.  
 
Ask: How are our worship services and small group gatherings similar today?  
 
Bible Lesson 



1 Corinthians 11:17-22 
11:17-22: The writer expresses that Paul’s complaints are valid and to the point. The fellowship 
meals had become a travesty, and meals were not shared. Some feasted and became drunk on 
wine, while others went hungry and thirsty. We see that when there is a lack of Christianly order, 
divisions take place and the marginalized are often hurt. Paul said, “This is not the Lord’s meal.” 
There could be no praise for this behavior. As Paul scolded, “It does more harm than good” 
(verse 17).  
 
Teacher:  Ask the class in what ways can Christian leaders address bad behaviors and disorder 
within the church today? 
 
Verses 23-24: The writer conveys Paul’s advice to clean up the disorder and biases at the 
community meal as “theologically grounded” in a tradition that went back to the words of Jesus 
at the Last Supper. It included making the connection from earlier in the letter where Paul 
referred to the significance of the broken bread and the cup of blessing (10:16-21); then, 
beginning with 11:23-26, where Paul authored the oldest written account of the Lord’s Supper. 
The narrative of Jesus’ last meal is found in all three of the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew 
26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:19-20). The writer says that Paul mentions he received the 
tradition from the Lord, but that this does not mean that Christ told him this directly. But, it was 
a tradition that carried the Lord’s authority vital to those who received it. Paul begins his account 
of the Lord’s Supper with “On the night on which he was betrayed” (verse 23). The writer says 
that the inference is probably to Judas; however, it has been suggested that “betrayed” could be 
translated as “delivered” and might refer to God who “gave [Jesus] up for us all” (Romans 8:32; 
also 4:25). The writer provides an abbreviated order of the Jewish meal: The presider typically 
took a loaf of bread and pronounced a blessing over it. Symbolically, those who shared that 
bread shared in its blessing; and Jesus followed that ritual at the Last Supper by giving thanks for 
the bread but then added, “This is my body, which is for you; do this to remember me” (1 
Corinthians 11:24). 
 
Verses 25-26.: Paul’s account, after Jesus and the disciples ate their meal, Jesus took a cup of 
wine and said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood” (verse 25), adding as he did with the 
bread blessing that drinking from it should be a reminder of him and his sacrifice. The writer 
adds that the broken bread, similarly, like the wine was not to quench physical thirst or 
intoxicate, a problem at some community meals. Instead, it was meant to refresh and renew. The 
writer describes Jesus’ interpretation of this symbolic act as a reference to God’s covenant with 
the Israelites at Sinai when Moses read aloud from the covenant scroll, threw sacrificial blood 
over the people, and announced, “This is the blood of the covenant that the Lord now makes with 
you on the basis of all these words” (Exodus 24:7-8). These expressions of bread and wine, 
liturgy, and witness to the sacrificial death of Jesus brought an eager anticipation of the Lord’s 



triumphant return from heaven. 
 
Verses 27-29: The writer refers to another side to the excitement about Jesus’ expected arrival, 
which is the judgment that also accompanied that return. The author characterizes Paul’s 
“disgust” as evident because of what he had heard about the behavior of some Christians at the 
fellowship meal. He describes Paul’s language as filled with terms common to the courtroom: 
“inappropriately,” “guilty” (verse 27), “test” (verse 28), “judgment” (verses 29, 34), “judge” 
(verses 31-32), “disciplined” (verse 32), and “condemned” (verse 32). Paul doesn’t stop there but 
likens their inappropriate behavior of the meal practice as guilty of crucifying the Lord as those 
who were at the cross enjoying his death. The meal proclaims that the “Lord died for us,” yet the 
offenders had eaten it for “themselves and not with and for others.” Implying that theirs was a 
loveless supper, a sin against Christ and their fellow brothers and sisters, and inserts 6:6 as those 
who sin “are crucifying God’s Son all over again and exposing him to public shame.” “Each 
person at the meal should “test” (or “examine”) himself or herself,” says Paul. 
 
Verses 30-34: In verse 30, the author says that Paul could be suggesting that the abuses of the 
community meal may have left the underprivileged weak, and sick without proper food or even 
with deadly illnesses from malnourishment. However, the writer provides a different perspective 
and notes that most interpreters think Paul was merely reflecting the views of his culture and that 
sin against God was believed to have physical consequences.  The writer provides the following 
Biblical notions to describe what Paul meant about sin: Job’s struggle; Jesus’ disciples asked 
whose sin caused the blind man’s condition (John 9:2); and Paul himself had already alluded to 
the Israelites’ punishment for sin in the wilderness (10:7-10). We can find solace in that God’s 
punishment is not imminent. We can examine and correct behaviors that are not pleasing to God. 
Even when God chastises us, we are not under condemnation. We are convicted to correct our 
behaviors and strive to live a more holy life. Just as God is patient with us, let us be patient with 
one another no matter our mistakes or sins. 
 
Conclusion 
This quarter’s lessons served to express the need for the covenantal relationship with God, 
self-examination, reflection, and Jesus Christ as our model. As we commune with one another, 
let us remember to be considerate and respectful of all, especially the marginalized. We are 
constantly faced with the challenges of social issues and are called to do what is right and 
pleasing to God. Let us put aside anything that causes us to separate from his will and remember 
the redemptive life through Christ as we care for the least of these. 
 
Closing Prayer 
Dear God, may we continue to walk in your love, peace, and justice for one another as you have 
done for us. Let no hindrance cause us to separate, malign, and disparage one another in actions, 



deeds, or thoughts. Let us forgive each other’s sins as you have forgiven ours. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. 
Contact her at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  
 
The “Adult Bible Studies, Series Fall 2017” book is used for the content of this lesson. 
 

****************************************************************************** 

Faith in Jesus 
 
Winter Quarter: Faith in Action 
Unit 1: The Early Church Proclaims Faith in Christ 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of December 3, 2017 
Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 
 
Scripture Lesson: Acts 3: 11-21 
Background Scripture: Acts 3 
 
Once again we have the joy of sharing our study through the Advocate. For eight years we have 
worked together to grow in our understanding and commitment to our loving Father and His gift 
of grace in Jesus. The word is “faith” and that is the theme for the Winter Quarter’s study. 
 
We declare our faith each Sunday using the Apostles’ Creed, so it is natural to assume faith is a 
statement of doctrines. However, such an understanding takes the dynamic out of faith, and faith 
becomes static and unchanging. The better way of defining “faith” is as a trusting relationship. 
For us, the key is trust! The kind of trust a child has in a parent when they are encouraged to 
jump, knowing the parent will catch them. 
 
The lessons for December focus on the early church’s proclamation of faith in Christ. For this 
first lesson, the student would do well to read the entire third chapter of Acts for the context of 
Peter’s proclamation of faith in Jesus. In Acts, this event follows the empowerment of the Holy 
Spirit on the Day of Pentecost in chapter two. 
 
Hopefully, the story of the crippled beggar in the Temple is well-known to the faithful student of 
scripture. Peter’s words are: “silver and gold I do not have. What I have I give to you. In the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” And he does! 

mailto:earnestine@sgaumc.com


 
Years ago when Sam was growing up in Nashville, Ga. during World War II, he remembers 
vividly a legless beggar on the square. He moved about on what today would be described as a 
skateboard—a platform on wheels from a roller skate. He was there every day—except Sundays! 
 
Such was the cripple in our scripture. Every day he was carried to one of the entrances to Temple 
Mount, the gate called Beautiful. Note Peter and John are going to the Temple to pray at 3 
p.m.—one of the hours appointed for daily worship. Everybody knew this guy. He was a familiar 
fixture in the landscape. He wanted money, but he received something far more precious. He 
didn’t just walk, he jumped and praised God. What a sight—what a moment! Luke describes the 
witnesses as “being filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened…” 
 
Temple Mount was a huge complex—with the Temple at the center with many courts and areas 
surrounding the famous place of worship. Luke is specific in identifying Solomon’s Colonnade 
where the lesson for today begins.  
 
Peter knows these people as his fellow chosen Israelites of the Covenant God, who has acted 
with power and love in the past and is doing so now. No surprise! Peter makes clear the Source 
of the power—the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—the God of their fathers. Certainly not 
himself! God has glorified Jesus through the resurrection, and now God has shared that power 
with the disciples of Jesus through the Holy Spirit.  
 
Right away Peter moves from “preachin’ to meddlin’!” He reminds these witnesses they were 
part of the plot to kill Jesus when they demanded the release of Barabbas, when Pilate was 
willing to release Jesus. They were the ones who demanded Jesus be crucified. Anti-Semitism 
originated when Christians equated all Jews with this crime. Across the centuries how much 
grief has resulted in that understanding? Scripture makes clear the guilt lies only with these 
Jerusalem Jews. 
 
The importance of the connection between Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection with the ancient 
patriarchs cannot be overstated. Moreover, the use of the label “servant” in verse 14 connects the 
crucifixion with the familiar Servant Song in Isaiah 52:13-53:12. This scripture vividly pictures 
the Suffering Servant, who takes on the role of debasement and rejection by his people. 
Willingly, he is punished and killed for the wrongdoing of others.  
 
Peter’s indictment of the populace continues when he states how they disowned “the Holy and 
Righteous One,” and, moreover, “the author of life.” The lowest point in the human rebellion 
against God had been reached! Their demand to kill Jesus boggles the mind—the One who was 



the Source of life and had come to give life was killed. Maybe Peter was already thinking like 
John in his Prologue to his gospel in 1:1ff.  
 
Peter now declares the paralytic’s healing was in the Name of this One whom they had killed. 
Verse 16 is the theme verse of this first lesson, and for Peter becomes the transition from the 
indictment of their guilt to the answer of God’s provision for restoration and salvation.  
 
We all are guilty, and, like the Jerusalem Jews, act out of ignorance. Peter himself was part of the 
shameful story, for he had denied knowing Jesus three times on that dark night before Good 
Friday. The universality of sin is at the heart of the human predicament in our rebellion against 
the One who is the Source of life, righteousness, and holiness.  
 
What can we do? Peter’s answer rings down through the corridors of time: Repent! Turn around 
(the meaning of the word in Greek) and turn to God. Peter makes the situation very clear: God’s 
intention all along was to bring us “rebels back to God.” He points to the prophets and Moses for 
the foreshadowing of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. He was the long-awaited Messiah, and 
the people didn’t recognize him. Like the wonderful Christmas song, “Sweet Little Jesus Boy:” 
“we never knew who you were!” 
 
Our need, the One who meets that need, and the wonder of the wholeness that comes in both 
time and eternity is made visible in this encounter so long ago in Jerusalem. Let it happen today, 
where ever  you may be in your journey of faith. As someone once said, “Only Jesus can fill the 
God-shaped hole in you to make you whole.” 
 
Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  
 

****************************************************************************** 

Being thankful makes everything better 
 
Dr. Hal Brady 
 
Some time ago I ran across a statement that is worth pondering. It went like this: “The greatest 
blessing lacking in life is the willingness to see our blessings.” To my mind, this is something to 
mull over, not only because it is the thanksgiving season but because this is a true reality. 
 
Perhaps this is the point of Jesus traveling through Samaria, when a group of lepers call out to 
him for help. These lepers desperately desire to be healed. Rather than healing them 
immediately, however, Jesus tells them to go show themselves to the priests, according to the 
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law. And as they act on Jesus’ word, suddenly they find themselves cleansed. But only one of 
them, a lowly Samaritan, turns back to praise God and to give Jesus thanks. 
 
Now, Jesus commends the Samaritan but at the same time reminds us of the tragedy of 
overlooking our blessings. Jesus says, “Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are 
they? Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 
(Luke17:17,18). Jesus has healed 10 lepers but only one has returned to give thanks. 
 
I reiterate, “The greatest blessing lacking in life is the willingness to see our blessings.” For this 
article, let’s focus on the tragedy of this reality. 
 
First, the unwillingness to see our blessings robs the world of something joyous and good! Be 
sure that this article is no attempt to make us feel guilty. Rather, it is an attempt to make us more 
aware of our blessings. The reason is that if we are more aware of our blessings we will bring 
greater joy and good to this desperate and divided world of ours. 
 
A man had completed his transactions at the bank, so the teller said, “Have a good day.” To 
which the man grumbled, “I've already made alternate plans.” Seriously, have you noticed that 
the world in which we live is full of complaints? Have you noticed the continuing sourness and 
negativism that dominates so much of daily life?  
 
Just think how much better this old world would have been if all 10 of those lepers had been 
willing to see their blessings. And then think how much better this world would be today. Simply 
stated, there is a tremendous power to be found in the exercise of gratitude. There is power, not 
only to cheer the world, but to encourage it, to soften it and regenerate the people who live 
therein. 
 
Second, the unwillingness to see our blessings robs us of the joy of release! The late Dr. John 
Claypool, outstanding minister, author and professor, stated that gratitude more than anything 
else is the difference between “just making the best of life and making the most of it.” How true! 
Years ago I flew with 18 others to the Republic of Panama on a preaching mission. I was young 
and somewhat nervous about flying over the ocean. Evidently my neighbor, a minister who was 
a bit older and sitting in the next seat, was aware of my anxiety. He jokingly asked, “What are 
you worried about?” I answered, “Oh, nothing really, just thinking about that ocean down 
below.” He responded, “I'm grateful to be here. Had a heart attack not long ago and wasn’t sure 
whether I would even be able to make it.” In that minister’s gratitude and my own, I soon 
overcame my anxiety. 
 



How did Paul put it? He said, “Have no anxiety about anything but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your request be made known to God” (Philippians 4:6). “With 
thanksgiving” - here Paul is telling us of the tremendous power of personal release to be found in 
the exercise of gratitude. 
 
Third, the unwillingness to see our blessings robs God of his rightful praise! How often have we 
heard it, sung it or said it! “Bless this house!” “Bless this nation!” “Bless this mess!” “Bless 
you!” “Bless us!” But the psalmist in his superior experience wisdom said, “Bless the Lord …” 
“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name. Bless the Lord l, O 
my soul, and forget not all his benefits” (Psalm 103: 1,2). 
 
Someone has stated that God has two dwelling places. One is in heaven, and the other is in a 
thankful heart. So what does God really want from us? He doesn’t want merely hymn singing, 
although that is fine. Nor does he want only prayer, although that is fine, too. What God wants 
from us is a thankful heart. 
 
A few years ago I attended a banquet where a friend was being honored. A couple of other 
people were also being honored. One of the other honorees was from Pakistan. He had made it 
big in business in this country. His business was listed in the “Fortune 500” list. I jotted down his 
final remarks. He said, “This is a great country. I truly believe there is a God up there who is 
blessing us all.”  
 
So do I! God is not only up there but down here as well blessing us all. Thanks be to God! 
 
Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and 
offer encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries.  
 

****************************************************************************** 

OBITUARIES 
 
Rev. Bennie Dowdy 
Funeral services for Rev. William Benjamin Dowdy of Cordele were held Friday, November 17, 
2017, in the chapel of Rainey Family Funeral Services. A committal service followed in Midway 
Church Cemetery.  
 
Benny, as he was affectionately known, passed away Tuesday, November 14, 2017, at his 
residence. He was born in Cordele and was the son of the late Tarlton Dowdy and Emma 
Statham Dowdy. He was also preceded in death by a daughter, Arlette Wheeler, and a 
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granddaughter, Alicia Stewart. A retired Methodist minister, Benny was a 1954 graduate of East 
Crisp High School and attended Mercer University. He was a graduate of Candler School of 
Theology at Emory University. He served churches in the Americus, Macon, Savannah, and 
Valdosta Districts.  
 
A loving and faithful pastor, Benny was always concerned about the welfare of his members and 
was in return loved by all of them. He preached the Gospel, visited his flock, ministered to the 
sick and shut-ins, and labored intentionally to nurture his churches spiritually. He was greatly 
appreciated and loved beyond his congregation and into the surrounding communities where he 
was assigned.  
 
Benny is survived by his lovely and supportive wife of 47 years, Arlene Sanders Dowdy; two 
daughters, and their husbands, Lynn and Jerry Hayslip and Carla and Jeff Baker, all of Cordele; 
six grandchildren, Shea Wells and her husband, Michael, Bo Baker, Billy Jo Baker, Josh 
Wheeler, Wendy Hayslip and Heather Moore and her husband, William; and four 
great-grandchildren, Sawyer Wells, Joey Salay, Madelyn Moore and Eva Moore. 
 

****************************************************************************** 

Nov. 23 
Thanksgiving Day 
Deuteronomy 8:7-18 
Psalm 65 (UMH 789) 
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
Luke 17:11-19 
 
Nov. 26 
Christ the King/Reign of Christ Sunday 
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
Psalm 100 (UMH 821) 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
Matthew 25:31-46 
 
Dec. 3 
First Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 64:1-9 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (UMH 801) 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Mark 13:24-37 
 

****************************************************************************** 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 11/20/2017 edition 



 
Bishop Bryan's calendar 
It’s now easier than ever to find out when and where Bishop Bryan will be preaching in your 
district and around the conference. Visit the updated calendar and events page on the conference 
website and look for the red highlighted dates. 
 
Church Security Workshop - Nov. 28 
The Office of Connectional Ministries is hosting a one-hour workshop that will provide practical 
steps a church can take to reduce the risk of an incident occurring as well as how to be prepared 
if an event should occur. The training is set for Tuesday, November 28, at 10:00 am at Forest 
Hills UMC in Macon. Brent Loeffler, a member of Bainbridge First UMC who also serves with 
the Georgia Sheriffs' Association, will lead the training. There are three ways clergy and church 
leaders can participate: 

● In person at Forest Hills UMC in their fellowship hall. Forest Hills UMC is located at 
1217 Forest Hill Road, Macon GA 31210. 

● Watch the live stream of the training. A link will be posted the morning of the 
training at www.sgaumc.org/churchsecurity.  

● Stay tuned for a recording of the webinar that will be made available following the 
training for viewing at your convenience at www.sgaumc.org/churchsecurity. 

 
United Methodist Global AIDS Fund Sunday – Dec. 3 
Established in 2004, the United Methodist Global AIDS Fund's (UMGAF) purpose is to stem the 
tide of HIV and AIDS around the world, and strengthen The United Methodist Church’s 
compassionate response to this deadly pandemic. UMGAF supports programs that focus on 
prevention, advocacy, testing, and counseling for people living with HIV and AIDS. Through the 
generosity of United Methodists and others, UMGAF has supported more than 200 HIV/AIDS 
church-oriented programs in over 35 countries. In the United States, 25 percent of all donations 
to UMGAF through a local United Methodist church remain in the annual conference for AIDS 
ministries. Click here for resources and more information. 
 
Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training, Roberta – Dec. 9 
An ERT and Chainsaw training will be held Saturday, Dec. 9 at Roberta UMC. Register here. 
Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate 
aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, 
participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive 
an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. 
Please provide proof of background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. 
Lunch is also included in the cost. *Chainsaw training requirements: complete and pass ERT 
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training offered in the morning or hold current ERT badge. Cost for chainsaw training only is 
$12. If taken following the ERT class in the morning $6. The cost includes your textbook and 
badge. This chainsaw training will be demonstration and lecture style. There must be 6 
participants for a chainsaw course to make. ERT training time: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.; Chainsaw 
training time: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. To schedule an ERT training/chainsaw training, please contact Luis 
Morales at morhilll@gmail.com. 
 
Human Relations Day - Jan. 14, 2018 
Sunday, Jan. 14, is Human Relations Day, one of six churchwide Special Sundays with offerings 
for The United Methodist Church. Human Relations Day strengthens United Methodist outreach 
to communities in the United States and Puerto Rico, encouraging social justice and work with 
at-risk youths. Click here to learn more.  
 
Praying Our Way Forward: South Georgia Conference Week of Prayer - Jan. 14-21, 2018 
The denomination-wide 'Praying Our Way Forward' initiative launched on New Year’s Day 
2017 with 75 weeks of focused prayer for The United Methodist Church. Each annual 
conference will take one week to have intentional prayer for the mission of The United 
Methodist Church to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world and for 
the work of the Commission on a Way Forward. The effort began in the North Carolina 
Conference and will wrap up in the West Angola Episcopal area in June 2018. The South 
Georgia Conference's week of prayer will be January 14-21, 2018. **Thanks to the deacons of 
our annual conference, led by Rev. Meg Procopio, resources will be available soon to guide our 
week of prayer. Visit umcprays.org to sign up to receive daily prayers. 
 
Winter Conference - Jan. 28-31, 2018 
Winter Conference, sponsored by Epworth By The Sea, is set for January 28-31, 2018. Bishop 
James Swanson and Bishop Lawson Bryan will participate in leading the conference. Dr. Ben 
Witherington, III, Professor of New Testament at Asbury Theological Seminary, will be the 
Bible teacher. More information:epworthbythesea.org/events/.  
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