
SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE - DECEMBER 18 EDITION 
 
 

A Christmas Greeting from Bishop Lawson and Mrs. Sherrill Bryan 
 
Bishop Lawson and Mrs. Sherrill Bryan have recorded a video Christmas greeting to the South 
Georgia Conference. Watch it here. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
 
South Georgians give generously to The Methodist Home to help ensure 

children have a merry Christmas 
 
By Kara Witherow, Editor 
 
Jeanie Hoffman is an avid crocheter and has kept busy in her 12 years of retirement by making 
prayer shawls, hats, and blankets.  
 
When a local thrift store generously donated her a large supply of yarn, Hoffman considered 
what to create. She knew of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth and the ministry it 
provides to children and families across South Georgia, and decided to make hats for the 140 
children served by The Home. 
 
“Something told me The Children’s Home,” she said. “It must have been God!” 
 
Hoffman crocheted as she and her husband, Bill, members of College Place United Methodist 
Church in Brunswick, were evacuated from their home in September as Hurricane Irma 
approached the coast. She continued crocheting as they waited on their roof to be repaired from 
the three trees that fell across it. Each colorful hat took between one and one-and-a-half hours to 
make. 
 
The Hoffmans recently visited the Methodist Home and presented staff with 145 handmade hats. 
Each of the Home’s 140 children will be given one for Christmas. 
 
“I just wanted each child to feel special and to have something handmade for Christmas,” she 
said. “I wanted to show them God’s love. I prayed for each child as I made the hats.” 
 

https://vimeo.com/247814961
https://vimeo.com/247814961


For at least the past 20 years, Tifton First United Methodist Church has helped give the 
Methodist Home’s children and youth a special Christmas. This year was no different, with the 
congregation giving each of the Home’s children a $25 gift card to buy themselves a gift of their 
choosing. The church also gave the Methodist Home’s Valdosta campus a $2,000 gift that was 
used to purchase furniture for one of their cabins. 
 
“This gift helps our kids beyond Christmas,” said Brittany Grier, The Methodist Home’s 
marketing coordinator. 
 
The congregation finds it meaningful to give to the Methodist Home and feels that supporting the 
ministry is an important part of its outreach efforts, said Joy West, who co-chairs Tifton First 
UMC”s missions committee. 
 
“A few months from now I probably won’t remember what gifts I got for Christmas, but we will 
remember the things we’ve done for the children and other people during this time,” West said. 
“We want to let them know that people do care.”  
 
The generosity of congregations and individuals helps the Methodist Home’s children and youth 
more fully understand the meaning of Christmas and a generous God, said Rev. Mark Magoni, 
The Methodist Home’s chaplain and vice president of church relations. Churches from around 
the conference provide gifts, parties, and help spread Christmas cheer. 
 
“It means a tremendous amount to these kids to have caring adults who are willing to invest in 
their life at a time when there’s not much hope, Rev. Magoni said. “It brings them hope and 
happiness and joy to know that somebody cares about them. It makes them realize that they are 
valuable and have worth.” 
 
Decade after decade congregations have given and been faithful to help the Home’s children. For 
years Davisboro United Methodist Church has provided a Christmas luncheon and given more 
than $1,000 in gift cards. Hopewell United Methodist Church donated more than $1,000 in gift 
cards this year, too, while Perry United Methodist Church threw a birthday party for Jesus and 
included gifts and a visit from Santa. Buckhorn United Methodist Church donated Christmas 
cookies and gifts. 
 
Their generosity overwhelms Rev. Magoni.  
 
“We can’t take care of kids the way everyone would want a child to be taken care of without this 
kind of support,” he said. “These churches come alongside and help us do what we’re called to 
do, and we’re able to fulfill the call on our agency because of that. We serve a big God, and He 



uses all of His people to accomplish the establishing of His kingdom, and it’s neat to be a part of 
that, in a very tangible, practical way.”  
 
****************************************************************************** 
Conference leaders meet to discuss future of church, work of Commission 
 
Watch Bishop Bryan and Rev. Jorge Acevedo discuss what it means to be a missional church in a 
time of uncertainty in our denomination. 
 
Various clergy groups and lay leaders met with Bishop Lawson Bryan and Rev. Jorge Acevedo 
December 5 and Dec. 6 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island to talk about the work of 
the Commission on a Way Forward and what the journey ahead looks like for The United 
Methodist Church.  
 
Rev. Acevedo, pastor of Grace Church in the Florida Conference and a member of the 
Commission on a Way Forward, was invited to the South Georgia Conference by Bishop Bryan 
and Rev. Jay Hanson and Rev. Jim Cowart, members of the South Georgia delegation, to share 
his thoughts about the work of the commission. More importantly, however, he discussed with 
those gathered what it means to be a missional church. 
 
During his presentation, Rev. Acevedo explained the three sketches the Commission has shared 
with the Council of Bishops, detailing one that focuses on accountability, another that focuses on 
contextualization, and a third focused on a unified core. He emphasized that the Commission is a 
“short-term task team with no authority,” and that the sketches will likely be adjusted and 
amended before becoming more concrete models.  
 
While solving the issue of LGBTQ inclusion is a critical topic in the Church, it is not going to 
make The United Methodist Church more mission-minded, Rev. Acevedo said. 
 
“We have to be a missional church,” he said. “The burning issue at my church is how do we 
reach more people for Christ? 
 
“If we disconnect this work from congregational vitality, we’re sunk.” 
 
District lay leaders, pastors of the top 25 highest worship attendance churches, young clergy, 
African-American pastors, Hispanic pastors, Korean pastors, the delegation, and the conference 
Leadership Forum came together in three separate meetings for discussion and interaction. Many 
said they appreciated the opportunity for conversation and dialogue. 
 

https://vimeo.com/246282850
https://vimeo.com/246282850
https://vimeo.com/246282850


“I was encouraged by the willingness in our leadership to engage this conversation from a 
missional standpoint and not just a practical understanding of how things will look after General 
Conference,” said Rev. Aimee Baxter, a South Georgia Conference deacon. 
 
Rev. Baxter said conversations like these encourage and equip leaders to have hard conversations 
with congregations and to engage in open and respectful dialogue.  
 
“It also reminds us that we have a bigger mission, and that is to make disciples and be Christ to 
the world,” she said. “We cannot forget to keep the main thing the main thing. We cannot cower 
to the fear that the rest of the world is constantly throwing at us. We have to continue to tell the 
story of love and grace to the world. It’s who we are as Methodists.” 
 
These conversations will continue in 2018, at the conference, district, and local church level. 
Rev. Acevedo praised the South Georgia Conference for being one of the first conferences to 
have such discussions. 
 
“Because we’ve been in this 40-year stalemate around human sexuality and LGBTQ inclusion 
there’s a huge amount of distrust,” Rev. Acevedo said. “I think just being able to have frank 
discussions, honest discussions, discussions that are not coercive but honest and genuine, is such 
a breath of fresh air in a stalemate. This allows for conversation to happen. South Georgia is 
really getting out in front of it and being proactive having this discussion, and ought to be 
commended for it.”  
 
The Commission on a Way Forward was proposed by the Council of Bishops and approved by 
the 2016 General Conference to do a complete examination and possible revision of every 
paragraph of the Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality and explore options that help to 
maintain and strengthen the unity of the church.  
 
For updates on the work of the Commission on a Way Forward, visit 
www.sgaumc.org/wayforward.  
 
Click here to view a timeline for the Way Forward conversation in South Georgia. 
 
South Georgia Prays 
The denomination-wide 'Praying Our Way Forward' initiative launched on New Year’s Day 
2017 with 75 weeks of focused prayer for The United Methodist Church. Each annual 
conference will take one week to have intentional prayer for the mission of The United 
Methodist Church to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world and for 

http://www.sgaumc.org/wayforward
https://www.sgaumc.org/southgeorgiatimeline


the work of the Commission on a Way Forward.The South Georgia Conference's week of prayer 
is January 14-21, 2018. 
 
Thanks to the deacons of our annual conference, led by Rev. Meg Procopio, resources are 
available to guide our week of prayer. Click here to download. 
 
Read more here 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Hilton UMC’s monthly chicken lunches feed community, renew congregation’s 

purpose 
 
By Kara Witherow, Editor 
 
Hilton United Methodist Church, just three miles from the Alabama border, is a rural country 
church deep in Early County. A small congregation organized in the 1860s, the church regularly 
has eight people worshiping on Sunday mornings. 
 
Earlier this year, the congregation discussed ways to reach out into the community and serve 
their neighbors. They decided to do what United Methodists do so well - host a covered dish 
meal and feed others. 
 
What started as a small monthly lunch of just a few folks has grown into the Hilton Community 
Gathering which now attracts 30 or so diners when it meets the second Monday of each month. 
 
Rev. Jonathan Fuller, pastor of Hilton UMC, says that this ministry resonates because it reaches 
people in the community who are looking for opportunities to socialize and build friendships. 
 
“We all know that Methodists do meals well, and our congregation is situated well for that; I 
think that’s the main draw,” he said. “It’s been very encouraging to have a congregation that 
refuses to live in the status quo and just exist.” 
 
The congregation has a heart for reaching the unchurched and for conveying God’s love, Rev. 
Fuller said, which helps because it’s literally all hands on deck to plan and execute the noonday 
meal. 
 
Along with a couple of other women, Wynkie Smith plans the luncheon menu and makes sure 
there will be ample food and a good variety of vegetables, casseroles, and desserts. 

https://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/South+Georgia+Prays.pdf
https://www.sgaumc.org/prayingourwayforward


 
One church member provides fried chicken for the meal, and when the congregation began 
offering the community lunch he would purchase two chickens. Now he has to purchase five 
chickens to feed the crowd, and Smith and church member Vera Kirkland supplement with ham, 
chicken and dressing, or another meat. 
 
Hilton UMC is one of three churches that make up the Blakely Charge, and while members of 
Centerville United Methodist Church and Westview United Methodist Church attend the lunch, 
not all lunch attendees are church members. Most everyone brings a friend, and Smith says that 
while the food is good the fellowship is even better. 
 
“It’s been a blessing to everybody,” Smith said. “We’re all like family.” 
 
Rev. Fuller has seen the monthly luncheon do even more for the congregation than fill stomachs 
and hearts. 
 
“This has given them an optimism, an enthusiasm about ways to be the church, to reach out to 
others, and to enhance worship,” he said. “There’s a renewed sense of purpose and energy for the 
congregation as a whole and optimism for the future.” 
 
****************************************************************************** 
2018 Annual Conference session schedule released 
 
Plans are coming together for the 2018 South Georgia Annual Conference session, set for June 3 
through June 5 at the Jekyll Island Convention Center on Jekyll Island. 
 
Gathering under the theme of “Alive Together in Worship,” the annual conference session will 
celebrate the ways South Georgia churches have made efforts and gains over the past year in 
worship vitality. Towards the end of the conference session, Bishop Bryan will introduce next 
year’s emphasis.  
 
The annual conference will also be given tools to help in planning ministry and engaging in 
conversations around a “Way Forward” for The United Methodist Church. 
 
The Annual Conference session has been shortened by one day to address concerns over hotel 
room and meal costs. The Annual Conference session will commence at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
June 3 with the Opening Worship Service, and will conclude Tuesday, June 5 following the 
Fixing the Appointments/Sending Forth service. 
 



The Annual Conference Program Planning Team has met twice this year and scheduled the 
retiree recognition, Memorial Service, and other major worship services. A tentative schedule 
follows. 
 
Schedule 
Sunday, June 3, 2018 
2:30 PM    Registration Opens 
6:30 PM    Opening Worship Service 
7:45 PM    Laity Orientation & Clergy Session 
 
Monday, June 4, 2018 
8:30 AM    Opening Plenary Session 
11:00 AM  Golden Anniversary/Retiree Recognition 
12:00 PM  Lunch 
1:00 PM    Gathering of Family & Friends of Deceased Servants 
2:00 PM    Memorial Service 
3:20 PM    Afternoon Plenary Session 
5:45 PM    Methodist Home Barbecue 
7:30 PM    Ordination/Commissioning Service 
 
Tuesday, June 5, 2018 
8:30 AM    Morning Plenary Session 
12:00 PM  Lunch 
2:00 PM    Afternoon Plenary 
3:15 PM    Fixing the Appointments/Sending Forth 
4:00 PM    Adjournment 
 
More detailed information about the 2018 Annual Conference session can be found at 
www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  
 
****************************************************************************** 
Be Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love in your community 
 
In the Heart of the Connection 
Rev. Dr. Matt Woodbery, Director of Connectional Ministries  
 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

https://www.sgaumc.org/annualconference


and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’ 
 
“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart.” Luke 2:13-19, NRSV 
 
¶120. The Mission—The mission of the [United Methodist] Church is to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world….  (Book of Discipline, 2016) 
 
In his monograph “Good to Great in the Social Sectors,” Jim Collins challenges non-profit 
organizations (to include faith-based organizations and communities of faith) to find an answer 
of “piercing clarity” around two questions: what does the organization do that no one else does, 
and what does the organization do better than anyone else?  
 
Imagine what answering these questions would mean for your church, your district, our 
Conference. What would it mean for your local United Methodist Church to be the only church 
in your local community that (insert here what that ministry would be for your community and 
context)? What would it mean that your church provided (insert here some particular area of 
ministry that was delivered with such enthusiasm, fearlessness, and relevance to a particular need 
of your community that everyone in your city and county would say “wow, look what God is 
doing at the Methodist church!”)? 
 
I believe that the South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church already has some 
grounds to answer those questions with some clarity. All you have to do is to look at the 
traditional four themes of the season of Advent. Celebrated by Christians all over the world the 
four weeks leading up to Christmas, the themes are Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.  
 
Hope  
Our church looks at a broken world—whether it be in families, neighborhoods, cities, counties, 
or beyond—and we say to those who suffer doubts of a future of justice or mercy; of access to 
clean water or health care; of the power of forgiveness and reconciliation in all human 
relationships, that we believe in a God who does not abandon us in the inevitable and unexpected 
trials of life. We’ll stand with you and invite you to stand with us as witnesses to God’s promises 
and faithfulness. We call that hope. 
 
Peace  



Our church looks realistically at the violence of the world and audaciously says that God’s plan 
for humanity looks beyond humanity’s obsession with violence in all forms and offers peace as 
the alternative—for we bear witness to Almighty God who used the all-vulnerable state of a 
newborn to join us in life and demonstrate that the forces of the powerful of this world cannot 
prevail against this miracle of God’s intended peace for humanity and all creation. 
 
Joy 
Our church proclaims and lives into joy—a God-created state that is beyond happiness or 
fleeting thrill. It is a deeper mystery; a richer condition of life that sustains us in all the certain 
human experiences of success, redemption, and health, as well as failure, rejection, and death.  
 
Love  
Our church, The United Methodist Church, offers the love of God to the world even as we pray 
for God to perfect us in love in this life—that we may be vessels and actors of boundless grace 
inspired by the Christ of love. Our church loves better than anyone on the block! In our city! In 
our state or nation! This is our mission! This is our bold prayer! That through us, God transforms 
the world and realizes God’s plan from the beginning of creation; where the lion lies down with 
the lamb, and where there will be no more tears and no more suffering. 
 
As we complete our Advent journey and come to the manger once again, may we draw from the 
perfect example of God’s love in the story of Christ entering the human story, with all the hope, 
peace, joy, and love that God offers in the year to come. May that knowledge be written on our 
hearts so that we may come to piercing clarity of our identity in Christ which will transform the 
world—one person, one family, one church, and one community at a time in the year to come. 
 
Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas to come! 
 
From the Heart of the Connection, 
Matt 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Applications now available for the Carl and Ruth Looney Scholarship 

 
The Carl and Ruth Looney Scholarship was established by Bishop Richard C. Looney,  who was 
elected the first bishop of the South Georgia Annual Conference in 1988 and where he served for 
12 years.  After retirement, he served as President of The Foundation for Evangelism and as the 
Episcopal Director of the Foundation. He continues to serve as Episcopal Director Emeritus for 
the Foundation since his retirement.  

http://www.umc.org/bishops/richard-c-looney


 
The scholarship funds, up to $1000 per application, are available to South Georgia clergy to be 
used for learning and development opportunities specifically around evangelism. Click here to 
download the application.  
 
Bishop Looney has always had a heart for evangelism and was selected by the Foundation for 
Evangelism as the 2014 Distinguished Evangelist of The United Methodist Church.  For more 
information about the award, please contact Karen Forrester, Conference witness chair 
(karenforrester65@gmail.com) or Allison Lindsey, Associate Director of Connectional 
Ministries (allison@sgaumc.org).  
 
****************************************************************************** 

Confirmation Retreat registration now open  
 
The 16th Annual South Georgia Conference Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat will be held 
March 2-4, 2018. 
 
Designed for students in the fifth grade and above, the “Join the Journey” Confirmation Retreat 
will provide churches of all sizes an opportunity to connect with others through worship, study, 
and fellowship. The event will also include large group gatherings around the church seasons and 
breakout sessions with topics of grace, United Methodist History and United Methodist lingo as 
well as Holy Clubs throughout the weekend. 
Not meant to be the only confirmation youth go through, the Confirmation Retreat should be 
complementary to what a church is or will be doing. 
 
Registration is NOW OPEN for all South Georgia UM churches. Registration for all other 
churches will open January 16, 2018. Click here to register your group. 
 
For more information, click here or contact Event Coordinator Suzanne Akins at 
suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Faithful Seekers of the King 
 
Winter Quarter: Faith in Action 
Unit 1: The Early Church Proclaims Faith in Christ 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of December 24, 2017 
By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 

https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/bishop+looney+evangelism+scholarship+application+(2).pdf
https://sgaumc.brtapp.com/files/files_library/bishop+looney+evangelism+scholarship+application+(2).pdf
https://foundationforevangelism.org/distinguished-evangelist-award/
mailto:karenforrester65@gmail.com
mailto:allison@sgaumc.org
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/Confirmation2018
http://www.sgaumc.org/confirmation


 
Scripture Lesson: Matthew 2:1-12 
Enrichment scripture: Isaiah 49: 1-7 
 
Today is Christmas Eve. We move from Acts to Matthew to pay attention to a familiar story of 
the beginnings of the Church built around faith in Christ. Matthew’s version of the birth of Jesus 
is different from Luke’s, and there is no birth story in Mark. John’s Prologue presents not the 
where and how of Jesus’ entry into the world, but the Why, and, more importantly, the Who! So 
let’s revisit Matthew’s familiar account. 
 
After the genealogy, Matthew introduces his account of the birth of Jesus with emphasis on the 
pregnancy of Mary and Joseph’s faith in accepting the word of the angel. As always, Matthew 
grounds his gospel in the Hebrew Scriptures by showing this event is a continuation of God’s 
eternal plan, not plan B!  (See Matthew 1:18-25) 
 
In the scripture for today, we are introduced to Gentile visitors from the East. These visitors are 
on a quest.  They are searching for “the one who has been born king of the Jews.” What better 
place to begin that quest than questioning the reigning king in his capitol Jerusalem? The king is 
Herod the Great, and their question disturbs him greatly. Herod has been king since 47 BC with 
support from Rome. He is not even Jewish! 
 
We know a great deal about Herod. He did lots of building, including a major expansion and 
renovation of the Temple in Jerusalem; the seaport at Caesarea by the Sea; and palaces in every 
part of the country, including Masada, the mountain-top fortress by the Dead Sea. Our good 
friend in Israel, who guided all six of our trips to Israel, said, “Herod had an edifice complex!”  
 
In his old age he became mentally ill with paranoia, seeing enemies and threats everywhere, 
including his own family.  He murdered several of them—including his wife, mother and two 
sons—to eliminate his perceived threat to the security of his power. 
 
No wonder the question of the Magi was disturbing to Herod—“and all Jerusalem with him.” 
When Herod got angry, watch out! He immediately convened the experts in the religious 
community to tell him where the Messiah was to be born. They have the answer from the prophet 
Micah—Bethlehem! 
 
His next devious step is to have a secret meeting with the Magi to determine a timeline of the 
birth. Timing here is crucial for the wrath he will execute on all male children 2 years old and 
younger. (See Matthew 2:16) He sends them to Bethlehem, just a few miles south of Jerusalem, 
with instructions to report back to him “so he can also worship the newborn king!” 



 
The role of the star is an intriguing part of Matthew’s account, since astrology is seen in the 
scriptures in a most negative light! Yet here the star is the guide for these men to come to 
Jerusalem and then to Bethlehem!  
 
Looking past scientific explanations, let’s explore other possible reasons Matthew may have 
used the star in his account. Remember, Matthew wrote his gospel to a primarily Jewish 
audience.  For that readership, references to scriptural precedents would be important.  
 
Abraham was promised his descendants would be a “blessing to all nations,” and Isaiah had 
written about the Messiah being a “light to the Gentiles.” The Magi (we don’t know how many, 
just there were three gifts!) were indeed Gentiles (non-Jews), and they followed the “light.” They 
rejoiced, not in seeing the child, but by arriving at their destination led by the “light.” 
 
Matthew now gives us information about the passage of time. Our nativity sets, plays, and 
performances compress all of the events in Matthew and Luke into one setting—the manger. 
Matthew tells us these visitors from the East went into a house. Mary and Joseph had moved into 
better accommodations. Perhaps, the exodus of all those who had come for the census made 
space available. Or, human compassion for a family with an infant had made someone take the 
time and trouble to make a guest room available. 
 
As we are writing, more than 100 guests from a retirement community on St. Simons Island 
fleeing Irma have been housed at the retirement community where we live. Many beds and 
rooms were made available for more than  a week. In times of need, compassion is indeed 
generated! 
 
The response of these men is most illuminating—they worshipped! We forget our primary 
attitude toward God should be to worship. Awe, gratitude, joy, love, humility, and much more 
pull us to our knees in worship. The form is not important, but the act of worship is the single 
most important function of a Christian. And worship involves giving! The three gifts of the Magi 
are why we assume there were three men. The significance of each gift in terms of cost and 
treasure is sometimes lost in the pageantry of the nativity. Each was a precious import from the 
Orient. Certainly, they were not a part of the Jewish economy. 
 
 Gold needs no explanation, but the other two do. Frankincense was an aromatic substance that 
was heated to become a smoke-born perfume. In both Catholic and Episcopal traditions of 
worship it is still used today. Myrrh is even more intriguing. This expensive aromatic was used 
primarily in the entombing of the dead.  
 



The lines of the hymn “We Three Kings” give us the clue: “Gold I bring to crown him a king;” 
“Frankincense to offer have I, incense owns a deity nigh;” “Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume 
breathes a life of gathering gloom, sorrowing, sighing, bleeding dying, sealed in the stone-cold 
tomb.” The three gifts encompass the birth, life, death, and resurrection of this infant they had 
traveled so far to see.  
 
The account concludes with the divine knowledge given the Magi not to report back to Herod. 
“They returned to their country by another route.” (NIV) Perhaps this should be the conclusion to 
our lesson and to our quest for meaning in this bewildering and sinful world. We are different 
because of Christmas. God’s gift in the incarnation of Jesus gives us the choice of ways of living 
different from the norms of the world. We turn around (repent) and take a different route. What a 
blessing! What a choice! “Wise men still follow Him.” 
 
Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Faith to Unite 
 
Winter Quarter: Faith in Action 
Unit 1: The Early Church Proclaims Faith in Christ 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of December 31, 2017 
By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 
 
Scripture Lesson: Ephesians 4: 1-16 
Background Scripture: Ephesians 4 
 
Paul is writing from prison in Rome to the church in the great city of Ephesus. The last time he 
had communicated with these believers was when he bid the leaders of the church farewell on his 
return to Jerusalem following the Third Missionary Journey. In that emotional moment recorded 
in Acts 20: 17ff he sensed that imprisonment and death awaited him. Now in prison he cannot 
see them, and so he writes. 
 
Ephesus was one of the largest and richest cities in the Roman Empire. The temple of Artemis, 
one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, was there. Even as today, tourists came to see the 
great sights. Little statues of Artemis made by local artisans for these tourists were a major 
source of income, and Paul’s preaching inflamed them because faith in Christ threatened their 
livelihood. We have visited Ephesus, and the magnificent theater where Paul preached is still 
there.  



 
Ephesus was not only a major commercial and cosmopolitan city, but became a major center of 
first century Christianity. The genius of Paul and the early Christian leaders was to establish 
churches in such critical places as Ephesus.  
 
Today’s lesson focuses on the importance of how we Christians live in our diverse world of 
many races, cultures and religions—just like Ephesus. Faith in Christ is a calling to live in such a 
way that our very lifestyle is a statement to the way of Christ. “Worthy of their calling” is in 
itself Paul’s call to the mission of Christ in the world. 
 
He names humility, patience, and love as the examples of the way God is! “The unity of the 
Spirit through the bond of peace” is the foundation of the church’s presence in the world. Here 
are echoes of his Galatian statement about the fruit of the Spirit  (Gal. 5.22ff). His use of “bond” 
may be a subtle reference to his present imprisonment. We are in bonds wrought by the Holy 
Spirit, holding us together in spite of differences. 
Verses 4-6 begin a call to unity with seven statements of the oneness that describes who we are 
and what we believe: one body, one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one 
God and Father of all—the beginning of the creed that still thunders down the corridors of time. 
 
This oneness is not a human achievement, but the result of the Spirit of God working in us. 
Because of the freedom with which God endowed us in creation, we can indeed obstruct the 
purpose of God. Our part in this miraculous unity is openness and cooperation.  
 
Paul loves the metaphor of the body when describing the work of the Church. Each member is a 
significant part of the whole. There are no insignificant parts for the healthy functioning of the 
whole. His most explicit picture is in Corinthians 12:12ff (which he wrote earlier from Ephesus, 
by the way). With reference to the Spirit, Paul is showing the Ephesians how the unity of God is 
a model for their relationship to each other. He declares there is One Spirit, One Lord, One God 
and Father of all. One of the earliest declarations of the nature of God, this belief would later be 
known as the Doctrine of the Trinity. Like the parts of the body, God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Spirit are distinct in their work, yet totally united in their nature and purpose. 
So must the Church be. There can be no room for division—differences, yes—division, no!  
 
Paul uses the word “grace” here like “gifts” in Corinthians. Usually, Paul uses “grace” to define 
the nature and character of God’s unconditional and unmerited love. Here “grace” still refers to 
God’s favor, but with the focus on what God does after we are saved! The grace of God is 
evidenced in the gifts given to believers. This evidence is seen in the person’s functioning in 
different ways within the structure of the church. In first century Christianity, titles given to these 
gifts were apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers (verse 11). The gifts were 



incarnated in persons. When you compare this list with Paul’s list of gifts in Romans 12 and 
Corinthians 12, Paul is making a clear distinction between abilities/talents and leadership of 
persons.  
 
There is always the danger of the sin of pride. How easy for us to hear compliments about voice, 
or sermon, or education, or knowledge, or decisions, etc. and slip into a feeling of “I did it!” “I 
earned it!” Remember, God’s grace bestowed the gifts and chose the leaders. 
 
To define each of these words may be superfluous, but here is our list: 
 
Apostles: Those like Peter and Paul who witnessed the resurrected Christ and were the first sent 
to establish the Church. 
Prophets: Forthtellers, not foretellers, who speak God’s truth—preachers. 
Evangelists: Comparable to modern missionaries. 
Pastors: Used here for the first and only time in the New Testament; the common meaning is 
shepherd. 
Teachers: Those who instruct about the life, work, and teachings of Jesus. 
Sam always believed his calling was multiple: as preacher, pastor, and teacher. 
 
The purpose of these gifts to the leaders is stated in verse 12: “to equip his people for works of 
service so that the body of Christ may be built up.” When an individual grows in the faith, the 
entire Church is made stronger. In strength, the Church meets the world and accomplishes the 
mission of Christ to gather and redeem His lost creation. Again, the purpose is not for self but the 
Church. This maturity brings us closer to being like Jesus (vs. 13). 
 
Verse 14 hints why Paul wrote this letter: like in the Corinthian church, factions were emerging, 
with claims on various understandings, resulting in a divisive spirit. Paul believed, with the 
proper grounding as he has written, the believer would be able to stand the storms raging in their 
lives.  
 
He closes his focus on unity with his famous admonition: “speak the truth in love.” When we 
relate to each other with the love of Christ, we are knit together as a body is knit together with 
health and wholeness. There is a spiritual connection, as there is a physical connection between 
growth and health. Unity is both the energizer of the Church’s growth and the goal guided by 
Christ the Head! 
 
Let us conclude with a word of encouragement. Your Sunday school class is a prime location for 
what this lesson has emphasized. By studying, discussing, sharing, learning, and “speaking the 



truth in love,” you will become an example to others, both within and outside the church. “Keep 
the faith, and walk the talk.” Doing so, you will indeed, “Have a happy New Year!” 
 
Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
A Sincere Faith 
 
Winter Quarter: Faith in Action 
Unit 2: A Living Faith in God 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of January 7, 2017 
By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 
 
Scripture Lesson: Daniel 1: 8-21 
Background Scripture: Daniel 1 
 
Today we begin a series of lessons from the Old Testament Book of Daniel. The historical 
background is intriguing, and the relevance for today is how we Christians can face crises in our 
lives with faithfulness and perseverance.  
 
Daniel and his three friends, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah have been deported to Babylon 
after the first fall of Jerusalem in 605 BC. Later, Jerusalem and the Temple built by Solomon 
will be completely destroyed in 586 BC. Not only was this a crisis for their nation defeated, but 
also a crisis for their faith in the purpose of God. 
 
There is an underlying importance to the names of these four young men who were being trained 
for three years to serve King Nebuchadnezzar, who ruled Babylon (also called Chaldea) for 43 
years. The suffix of their names all refer to God. Any Hebrew name ending in “ah” or “el” is 
referring to “Yahweh” or “Elohim,” the two most common names for God in the Old Testament. 
For example, Daniel means “God is judge.” Their new pagan names are to be: Belteshazzar, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. The whole episode hinges on this attempt to change these 
men into Babylonians by education, culture, and religion. Daniel speaks throughout for all of 
them.  
 
Their crisis of testing begins with the everyday matter of food. The key verse is 8: “Daniel 
resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine.” Daniel’s devotion to his faith is 
being tested with food prohibited in Leviticus. The Babylonians can change his surroundings, 
and even his name, but they cannot change his heart, which belongs to God alone! 



 
Daniel’s method of dealing with this first test of their “reformation” is most enlightening. There 
was no obstinacy or confrontation. To use our language, he goes through the proper channels by 
bringing his request to the chief official, who responds with concern, but also fear of the King. 
In the dialogue, all the pronouns are plural indicating Daniel is speaking on behalf of all four of 
the young men, not just himself. The official is afraid the king will discover the deception by the 
appearances of the young men. Daniel next approaches the guard who has been placed over them 
with a plan. For 10 days, they will eat only vegetables and drink only water. Following this trial 
period, the guard can see for himself if they have suffered any ill effects from not eating the 
royal food.  
 
Daniel’s tactfulness gains them the test, and can be a model for us in the 21st Century as we 
witness to our faith in a multicultural world. The dramatic result of this first test was an 
overwhelming success. Not only did the four young men survive on the vegetarian diet, they 
thrived! God blessed their faithfulness in giving them health and vitality in their foreign 
environment. They exhibited no “holier than thou” attitude, but their steadfastness and 
perseverance carried the day. 
 
Not only did they thrive physically, they excelled in their education program. The three-year 
curriculum to train them for service to the king provided an opportunity for their intelligence to 
prove superior to all the others in the program. God does indeed bless our efforts to honor and 
follow the Divine purpose. 
 
One of the perennial conflicts in Christian theology is how the church can present the Gospel to 
the contemporary culture in a winsome and winning way without giving up the central thrust of 
the person and work of Jesus Christ.  
 
One biblical writer gives three examples from the Old Testament: Jonah, Esther, and Daniel. 
Jonah wanted nothing to do with the culture to which God wanted to send him—Assyria—the 
enemy of his people. On the other extreme is Esther, who is immersed in Persian culture. Daniel 
and his friends walk a middle line, willing to learn and adopt the language and ways of Babylon, 
but not the values of that culture. In earning the approval of both God and King, their lives 
proved how effective their efforts were. 
 
The lesson for us in a non-Christian world—and that is where we continue to be—is affirmed by 
Paul in Romans 12-14 when he taught how the Roman Christians were to live in an alien culture. 
As John Newton, the author of “Amazing Grace,” said to his young protégé` William 
Wilberforce: “Be sure you are in the world and not of it!” As Paul wrote in Romans 12:2: “Be 
not  conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind.” 



 
Every day we must seriously question the values of our society. The way of Jesus very often 
conflicts with the patterns we accept as standard and normal. We are lulled into this acceptance 
with a complacent attitude that slides along with the motto of “getting along,” “don’t rock the 
boat,” “don’t make waves.” There is a way, modeled by the four Hebrews of today’s scripture, to 
make the witness without anger, argument, and discord. God will guide you, if you just try!  
 
Another gift from God is Daniel’s ability to interpret dreams. This gift will be very important 
later. On graduating from the three-year program, these four Judean students are interviewed by 
the King himself. He finds them superior in every way over all the others, and they are accepted 
into his service. This service will continue throughout the life of King Nebuchadnezzar. In fact, 
Daniel is still there when the Babylonian Empire falls to Persia. The new ruler is Cyrus, who, in 
the first year of his reign (539 BC), issues the famous decree allowing the Jewish exiles to go 
home. We don’t know if Daniel had a role in this action, but the idea is worth considering: did 
this wise, talented, and considerate man play his part in the next scene of the Divine plan?  
 
Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Wrapped in such an ordinary package   
 
PATHWAY TO HIS PRESENCE 
B.J. FUNK 
 
God came to earth wrapped in an ordinary package. His birthing room had a dirt floor, his crib 
contained remnants of dried animal feed, and instead of “Lullaby” being played over a hospital 
loud speaker at the birth of a child, there was a mixed chorus of animals braying loudly, possibly 
over the intrusion of this couple and their baby. 
 
Here is a simple illustration of how that happened. In that land called heaven, the Son, Jesus, 
stood up one day, gave the Father and the Spirit a good-bye hug, and made a bold, gigantic 
decision, all in obedience to the Father. The Son stepped off of the glittering streets, outside of 
the abundance of rainbow colors that dripped wonderful smells of beauty, and became a tiny 
seed inside the womb of a young woman. The seed grew into a baby who later moved into the 
sin, dirt, and humanity of earth. Upon first opening his eyes in his new home, he saw darkness. 
He took his first breath and smelled stench. His ears heard animals screeching.  
 
And while human life would become painfully ugly and hurtful on earth, the Son brought with 
him a manual of instructions handed to him by his Father, a manual that contained many 



promises. Best of all was the promise that his relationship with God and the Spirit would be 
unbroken. He clung to that knowledge and counted on this relationship to remain secure. This 
would be the only way that he would have the strength to keep going, even when His physical 
body knew complete exhaustion, rejection, and eventually murder.  
 
And so, on an ordinary night in an ordinary town in an ordinary and rough cave used for a stable, 
surrounded by ordinary animals and two very ordinary parents, God became man, and, as 
Eugene Peterson in The Message writes, “moved into our neighborhood.” 
 
Before the shepherds were given this celestial message by the angels, those shepherds stood on a 
hillside, dressed in quite ordinary clothes and would now be sent to find a baby that was anything 
but ordinary.  
 
At first there was a huge orchestra of voices appearing in the heavens exclaiming in rich voices 
some very unordinary news. No wonder the shepherds were afraid. Shepherds were poor and 
uneducated, and because they lived among the sheep, they carried an odor everywhere they went. 
For that reason, they were not allowed in the Temples. They weren’t allowed in the synagogues. 
But they would be allowed at the birth of Jesus. This astounding fact gives me a deeper look into 
the God I serve: He is most comfortable around the ordinary, and that should make the ordinary 
comfortable around Him. 
 
Jesus rarely comes where we expect. He appears where we least expect Him, and in the most 
illogical situations. On this very ordinary day, God sent a message to ordinary people like you 
and me. His message was and is, “I love the ordinary. No matter what your sins or transgressions 
in 2017 or before, I love you and I forgive you. I reach out especially to the poor, the hurting, the 
lonely, the unsuccessful, and I say, ‘Come unto me all ye who are burdened and heavy laden. I 
came to bring you peace.’” 
 
Today, because of God’s extraordinary reach to ordinary people, you and I are caught up in the 
wonder of seeing royalty wrapped in ordinary humanity, lying in a manger and sending this 
intimate message to you: “I came for the ordinary. I died for the ordinary. Never let anyone make 
you feel that you are not worthy of my love.” 
 
To make this story even better, Jesus came to set us free from our own wounded natures, 
promising to help us overcome earth’s descending pull. He even desires a relationship with us, 
will sprinkle his love all over us, and will promise to stay by our side as we seek holiness above 
the ordinary. What a beautiful story, made real by the fact that millions of followers testify to 
their changed lives! 
 



Thanks be to God. Because of Jesus, ordinary people like us will forever be wrapped in royalty.  
 
The Rev. B.J. Funk is associate pastor of Central UMC in Fitzgerald. Email her at 
bjfunk@bellsouth.net.  
 
****************************************************************************** 
John Wesley’s Christmas activity 
  
JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 
 
On Christmas Day, 1738, just a few months after his Aldersgate Experience when he felt his 
heart strangely warmed and he trusted Christ and Christ alone for his salvation, John Wesley sat 
down to write his rules for groups who want to grow in grace together. 
  
These rules were designed to help groups who wanted to help members become more 
Christ-like. It was important that all members covenant together to keep these conversation in 
strictest confidence. 
  

1. Meet each week and start on time. 
2. Begin with singing and prayer. 
3. Go around the room and have each person speak freely and plainly. 
4. Tell each other your sins in thought, word, and deed. 
5. Have prayer suited to each person. 
6. Answer these questions: 

a. Have you forgiveness for your sins? 
b. Have you peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ? 
c. Have you the witness of the Holy Spirit that you are a child of God? 
d. Is the love of God shed abroad in your heart? 
e. Has no sin dominion over you? 
f. Do you desire to be told of your faults? 
g. Do you desire that we tell you what we think of you, fear, and hear about you? 

 
****************************************************************************** 
Events in the South Georgia Conference – 12/18/2017 edition 
 
Bishop Bryan's calendar 

mailto:bjfunk@bellsouth.net


It’s now easier than ever to find out when and where Bishop Bryan will be preaching in your 
district and around the conference. Visit the updated calendar and events page on the conference 
website and look for the red highlighted dates. 
 
Human Relations Day - Jan. 14, 2018 
Sunday, Jan. 14, is Human Relations Day, one of six churchwide Special Sundays with offerings 
for The United Methodist Church. Human Relations Day strengthens United Methodist outreach 
to communities in the United States and Puerto Rico, encouraging social justice and work with 
at-risk youths. Click here to learn more.  
 
Praying Our Way Forward: South Georgia Conference Week of Prayer - Jan. 14-21, 2018 
The denomination-wide 'Praying Our Way Forward' initiative launched on New Year’s Day 
2017 with 75 weeks of focused prayer for The United Methodist Church. Each annual 
conference will take one week to have intentional prayer for the mission of The United 
Methodist Church to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world and for 
the work of the Commission on a Way Forward. The effort began in the North Carolina 
Conference and will wrap up in the West Angola Episcopal area in June 2018. The South 
Georgia Conference's week of prayer will be January 14-21, 2018. Thanks to the deacons of our 
annual conference, led by Rev. Meg Procopio, resources are available to guide our week of 
prayer. Click here to download. Visit umcprays.org to sign up to receive daily prayers.  
 
Winter Conference - Jan. 28-31, 2018 
Winter Conference, sponsored by Epworth By The Sea, is set for January 28-31, 2018. Bishop 
James Swanson and Bishop Lawson Bryan will participate in leading the conference. Dr. Ben 
Witherington, III, Professor of New Testament at Asbury Theological Seminary, will be the 
Bible teacher. More information: epworthbythesea.org/events/. 
 
Multicultural Worship Workshop - Feb. 3, 2018 
A Multicultural Worship Workshop will be held Saturday, February 3 at Centenary United 
Methodist Church in Macon. Time and registration details coming soon. Questions? Contact 
Rev. Earnestine Campbell, associate director of Connectional Ministries, at 
earnestine@sgaumc.com.  
 
Sexual Ethics Workshop - Feb. 3, 2018 
A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, 2018, at 
Camilla First United Methodist Church. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this 
workshop is required every three years for any person serving under appointment by the bishop 
(clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). The cost is $35, which 
includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to South Georgia 
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Conference. Email questions to cpcassistant@sgaumc.com.  Please note that spouses and lay 
employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. Click 
here to register for the February workshop. 
 
Andrew College Sunday - Feb. 11, 2018 
Founded in January 1854, Andrew College has continuously provided an academically 
challenging liberal arts education within a nurturing community for more than 160 years. A 
member of the South Georgia Conference, Andrew strives to inspire academic and spiritual 
growth across its historic 40-acre campus. The qualified faculty and caring staff engage with 
students in an intimate setting to encourage a lifelong love of learning and a strong sense of civic 
leadership. Students are regularly invited to strengthen their Christian discipleship through 
weekly chapel services and participation in a myriad of religious offerings. Andrew Sunday 
seeks to gain support for the College and identify prospective students. To learn more about 
Andrew College - a United-Methodist affiliated institution in Cuthbert, Georgia - visit 
www.andrewcollege.edu. 
 
Sexual Ethics Workshop - Feb. 15, 2018 
A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 15, 2018, in the 
Nalls Building at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. According to the Conference 
Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is required every three years for any person serving under 
appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). 
The cost is $35, which includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to 
South Georgia Conference. Email questions to cpcassistant@sgaumc.com.  Please note that 
spouses and lay employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the 
workshop. Click here to register for the February workshop. 
 
Volunteers In Mission Awareness Sunday - Feb. 18, 2018 
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) exists to promote, encourage, and enable 
Christians to exemplify “Christian Love In Action” through short-term mission service in the 
United States and abroad. UMVIM provides opportunities for service by developing and 
nurturing relationships with domestic and international leaders. They continually nurture their 
contacts with these leaders to respond to the needs of local communities and to provide 
comprehensive project information.  You can help support the work of UMVIM in the South 
Georgia Conference by giving an offering to support this vital ministry on this special Sunday. 
 
Kingdom Builders Promotion Sunday - Feb. 25, 2018 
You are blessed to be a blessing. We have been blessed to travel roads that were paved by those 
that went before us. Our lives have been changed by the investments they made. Now the torch 
has been passed to us to make the investments that will pave the road for the generation that will 
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follow us. In 1962 the Kingdom Builders Club was started to change lives by funding new 
ministries and new congregations. Several of the largest congregations in South Georgia were 
started with funds from Kingdom Builders. In fact, the #1 and the #2 fastest growing United 
Methodist Congregations in the U.S. over the past 10 years are both in our conference and you 
started them. Way to go South Georgia! Prayer is essential! The Kingdom Builders Club is 
about far more than starting churches. It is about changing lives! We have published a new daily 
devotional book entitled “Pray for 5.” This 40-day devotional is a tangible tool to help you and 
your friends change the lives of your family and friends. To obtain copies for all the people in 
your congregation simply ask your District Superintendent. Our hope is that this daily devotional 
book will ignite a movement of prayer that unlocks a wave of relational evangelism that helps 
new people come to know Jesus like we have. Funding is important. God sends people to 
congregations who are ready to minister to them. We need to be starting new ministries to 
connect with these new people. To reach people no one is reaching, we must start doing things 
no one is doing, which requires funding. Pray for your friends AND become a Kingdom Builder 
by making a financial investment today to the Kingdom Builders Advanced Special. Click here 
to download a Kingdom Builder support form. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Scripture Readings - December 18 
 
Dec. 24 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
(Morning Worship Service) 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Luke 1:47-55 (UMH 199) 
Romans 16:25-27 
Luke 1:26-38 
 
Dec. 24 
Christmas Eve 
(Candlelight Communion Service) 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96 (UMH 815) 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-20 
 
Dec. 31 
First Sunday After Christmas 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
Psalm 148 (UMH 861) 
Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:22-40 
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Jan. 7 
Epiphany/Baptism of the Lord 
Epiphany Sunday 
Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 (UMH 795) 
Ephesians 3:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-12 
Baptism of the Lord 
Genesis 1:1-5 
Psalm 29 (UMH 761) 
Acts 19:1-7 
Mark 1:4-11 
 
 


