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Conference’s new partnership with seminary makes theological education 

accessible 
 
By Kara Witherow, Editor 
 
By day, Lance Bazemore fights pests and banishes bugs as an exterminator.  
 
In the evenings the husband and father of two is a student and scholar, taking seminary classes to 
earn a Master's of Divinity degree. 
 
The South Georgia Conference’s new partnership with Asbury Theological Seminary makes it 
possible for Bazemore to do both: have a full-time job to support his family and pursue 
theological education as part of God’s call on his life. 
 
Launched this past September, five South Georgia students are taking part in the college cohort 
developed by the Office of Congregational Development and Asbury. 
 
What’s unique about this program is that students take classes online and then spend three days 
together with an Asbury professor at The Chapel’s Brunswick campus and another three days at 
Asbury Theological Seminary’s Orlando campus.  
 
“It’s making theological education accessible to those it might not otherwise be accessible to,” 
said Rev. Jay Hanson, director of Congregational Development and lead pastor of The Chapel.  
 
A two-year pilot program, the innovative partnership is designed to better train and equip clergy 
and lay leaders in South Georgia. It allows students to earn 24 hours of seminary credit toward a 
Masters of Divinity or Masters of Arts degree in ether church planting or leadership at a fraction 
of the normal cost and without having to leave their current ministry or job. 
 
Bazemore, who has a bachelor’s of science in pastoral ministries, has always had a heart for 
ministry and feels called to be a teacher. A member of The Chapel, Bazemore just wasn’t sure 
how seminary would fit into his already full schedule.  
 
“I didn’t know how it would work, but when this opportunity came up it was a no brainer,” he 
said of the cohort. “It was as good as it could get.” 
 



Rev. Tommy Odum has served as pastor of Roberta United Methodist Church for the past seven 
years. A licensed local pastor, he’s in the midst of the candidacy process and joined the cohort to 
begin his theological education.  
 
Rev. Odum appreciates the opportunity to connect with other students and build relationships 
with those going through a similar season.  
 
“We got a unique opportunity to connect with one another not just online but in person,” he said. 
That also allowed for collaboration and helpful dialogue between classmates that isn’t often 
fostered in online classrooms. “Having the support of my peers in a small group - almost an 
accountability group - and keeping each other motivated through the process was the main 
benefit of the cohort for me.” 
 
Seminary was never part of Jacy Robertson’s plan, but the cohort has given her the opportunity 
to learn and grow without leaving home. After serving four years on Camp Connect’s leadership 
team and completing the Conference’s Young Clergy Academy intern program, Robertson also 
appreciates the opportunity to attend seminary debt free while working full time.  
 
“I really want to learn and gain more knowledge so I can become better at what I do and serve 
my students better,” said Robertson, who serves as the children’s coordinator and co-youth 
pastor at The Chapel and as a Wesley Foundation leader at the College of Coastal Georgia. “I 
knew that if I could be more educated and learn more I could then pour that out into them with a 
better understanding of who Jesus is.” 
 
Linking seminary theological education with the ministry of the local church has has long been a 
dream of Rev. Hanson’s.  
 
“The tension generated between the academic endeavor and the practical application of real life 
ministry creates a synergy for effective ministry grounded in solid theology. Without the 
theological training, ministry can slip way off course, and without practical application through 
real ministry, theological education can become completely irrelevant,” he said. “I think the two 
go hand and hand, and I am very thankful that our conference has this opportunity. Plus it makes 
getting a theological education possible for a lot of people who would not be able to if we didn’t 
offer it.” 
 
Bazemore is one.  
 
“The way they have this formatted has made it possible for me to do well and have time for my 
family, which is more important. The benefit is so great,” he said, noting that he and his wife, 

https://www.sgaumc.org/youngclergyacademy


Chelsea, have a great sense of purpose through the program and their shared ministry. “It’s been 
a blessing for me. It’s been an encouragement because I went through a long period when I 
wasn’t sure I would be able to get back into ministry. So when this door opened it made it 
possible.” 
 
For more information about the South Georgia Conference’s partnership with Asbury 
Theological Seminary, contact Rev. Jay Hanson at jay@thechapelministries.com or (912) 
262-1331. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Porterfield Memorial UMC launches year-long prayer initiative to combat crime 
 
By Kara Witherow, Editor 
 
With a sharp uptick in violence and crime in Albany in the past year, one local United Methodist 
Church is praying for change and sending a message of hope and unity to the community.  
 
There were more than 20 murders in Albany last year, more than double what the southwest 
Georgia city averaged in previous years. The city and its citizens have experienced a spike in 
crime, much of it drug related, said Rev. Robert Greene, senior pastor of Albany’s Porterfield 
Memorial United Methodist Church. 
 
“It’s devastating to see this going on in our community,” he said.  
 
Something has to change, Rev. Greene said, and the Porterfield Memorial UMC congregation 
wanted to help make the community a better, safer place to live. An idea was born for a citywide, 
year-long prayer initiative, and “Watch and Pray Albany” was launched.  
 
A prayer movement, the “Watch and Pray Albany” prayer initiative was begun Sunday, Dec. 3 
and invites and encourages Albany residents to fast and pray for the city’s 1,033 streets, with 
each one being adopted and prayed for by an individual.  
 
Rev. Greene suggested to the congregation that the streets themselves should guide their prayers. 
 
“Pray for industry to come to Albany. Pray for the families that live on that street,” he said. “But 
the overarching thing we are praying for is for God to reverse this violence; that there will be no 
other explanation for a huge reduction in violence than to say, ‘God did this and God’s people 
are praying.’”  
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William “Skeebo” Hancock, an Albany Realtor, is a lifelong resident of the area and knows its 
neighborhoods and businesses well. 
 
However, when the the Porterfield Memorial UMC member adopted four streets and began to 
pray and visit them to acquaint himself more fully with them, he was surprised by what he found. 
 
“It opened my eyes,” he said. “Three of the streets I had never even been down.” 
 
That first Wednesday he fasted, drove down the four streets, and prayed. He paid attention to all 
he saw: the businesses, the residents, the parks, the Marine base, the schools. He noticed nursing 
homes, a new construction, and a man walking his dog.  
 
“There’s vibrancy, bright spots, life,” he said. While he sees the blight that affects every city, he 
also sees the pride that Albany residents have in the homes and their neighborhoods.  
 
In addition to a reduction in violence and crime, Hancock says he’s praying intently for racial 
reconciliation and harmony in the city.  
 
“I pray that we can come together for a common cause of making Albany a safer place to have a 
family,” he said. 
 
Another Albany church, Christ Harvest Missionary Baptist, has joined the prayer initiative. Rev. 
Greene hopes other congregations and individuals who have an interest in the city join in prayer, 
too. 
 
In October, Albany mayor Dorothy Hubbard declared war on crime and formed the Albany Safe 
City Coalition to address the city’s rise in violence. But the Porterfield Memorial UMC 
congregation is turning to God to change people’s hearts. They have hope and know that, as with 
everything, God is with them. 
 
“For this to be turned around, it’s got to be God,” Rev. Greene said. “And God is in the business 
of turning things around.”  
 
****************************************************************************** 
South Georgia’s Week of Prayer begins Jan. 14 
 
This coming Sunday marks the beginning of South Georgia’s Week of Prayer for The United 
Methodist Church’s “Praying Our Way Forward” initiative.  
 



During the Week Of Prayer, which runs Jan. 14 through Jan. 21, South Georgia United 
Methodists are being asked to commit to worshipping and praying daily using a guide written by 
the Conference’s deacons. A breath prayer is provided to help guide each day’s worship.  
 
The “South Georgia Prays” daily prayer guide may be found online here. Prayers will also be 
posted on the Conference’s Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram pages. Click here to subscribe to 
the denomination’s daily prayer emails. 
 
The denomination-wide “Praying Our Way Forward” initiative launched New Year’s Day 2017 
with 75 weeks of focused prayer for The United Methodist Church. Each annual conference will 
take one week to pray for the mission of The United Methodist Church to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world and for the work of the Commission on a Way 
Forward. The Commission was proposed by the Council of Bishops and approved by the 2016 
General Conference to do a complete examination and possible revision of every paragraph of 
the Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality and explore options that help to maintain and 
strengthen the unity of the church. 
 
Bishop Bryan has also asked each South Georgia congregation to take time during its Jan. 21 
worship service to pray for the Commission on a Way Forward. He gave pastors and church 
leaders several ways to engage in corporate prayer for the work of the commission and the future 
of The United Methodist Church: through the Corporate Litany for Worship written by the 
Conference’s deacons, through a prayer from the umcprays.org website, with an original prayer, 
or by hosting a special prayer vigil. 
 
“We are called to a posture of prayer, praying for God’s leadership to guide us effectively in 
fulfilling the mission of the church,” he said. “All persons – clergy and laity, conferences and 
congregations – across the denomination are invited to pray for God’s guidance.” 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Clergy Day Apart will focus on fresh approaches to preaching 
 
A Clergy Day Apart is set for February 12 at Harvest Church in Byron from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Registration and gathering time will begin at 9:30 a.m. This Day Apart, intended for all 
clergy in the South Georgia Conference, will offer mental, spiritual, emotional, and vocational 
renewal through the inspiring leadership of the Rev. Jerry Herships. In the midst of therapeutic 
laughter clergy will find fresh approaches to preaching so that we can be Alive Together in 
Worship.  
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Rev. Jerry Herships, a UMC pastor in the Denver, Colorado area, and Mrs. Claire Bowen, a 
corporate consultant and longtime member of Peachtree Road United Methodist Church in 
Atlanta, will be our guests for the day.  
 
Jerry’s story is intriguing: former bartender/stand-up comic/mall Santa hears God’s call to leave 
the bright lights of show biz and dedicate his life to doing the Lord’s work. 
 
Jerry was born in Detroit and lived in both L.A. and Orlando, working in radio, television, and 
film. During Jerry’s stand-up career, he worked with Dick Clark and Jerry Seinfeld and was a 
contract writer for Jay Leno. He earned his Master's of Divinity from Iliff School of Theology 
and was ordained in The United Methodist Church in 2009. Twice while in seminary Jerry won 
the Best Preaching Award. 
 
Jerry was appointed to plant a new church, AfterHours Denver, in the downtown metro area, 
focusing on the poor and spiritually independent. He is Chief Love Monger and Lead Spiritual 
Entrepreneur of that faith and action community. AfterHours Denver currently hands out food, 
water, and communion to 700+ people each week in Civic Center Park. In recent years, 
AfterHours has been written about in the Denver Post, Denver’s 5280 Magazine, and has been 
profiled on a number of network affiliates. 
 
The topic for the Day Apart is, “That’ll Preach! How to Make Your Message Stick.” Jerry will 
explore his innovative techniques to engage all personality types through sermons. Clergy will 
walk away with practical knowledge to further engage your congregations. 
  
Claire will facilitate a 15-minute Communications Style Preference assessment at the beginning 
of our session that will allow participants to better understand how to engage with differing 
personalities. 
  
Clergy are asked to bring a rough-draft sermon that is not Wifi dependent. Time will be given to 
break break into small groups to work on it together.  
  
Participants can expect great laughter, lots of fun, and a sermon that will preach and stick.  
 
Registration is $15 and includes lunch. Click here to register. Questions? Contact Allison 
Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com.  
 
****************************************************************************** 
A New Year’s letter from Council President Bishop Bruce Ough 
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2018 New Year’s Greetings 
 
To the People Called United Methodists: 
 
Grace and peace to you as we embrace the New Year. 
 
The joy of Christmas and the gift of Emmanuel – God with us – gives us the confidence to face 
the future with hope.  This hope is born of our faith in the Living God.  Thus, as we enter the 
New Year we affirm that God who started a good thing in us will see it to fruition. 
 
As United Methodists, we are at a precipitous moment, uncertain about our denomination’s 
future.  Yet, we do know that we have been raised up as a people to share in God’s mission by 
spreading scriptural holiness across the globe.  And, we know that God knows what form this 
mission will take in the future.  
 
As a Council of Bishops, we have been in unceasing prayer, asking God to open our hearts and 
minds to discern what God would have us do to lead our global movement.  We thank you for 
your earnest prayers and invite you to continue to pray for the Commission on a Way Forward 
and the Council as our work continues and we prepare for the 2019 Special Session of the 
General Conference. 
 
Likewise, every part of the world where our United Methodist Connection is present is in the 
throes of dramatic upheaval, conflict, poverty, migrations or natural disasters.  As we enter 2018, 
let us resolve to be tireless in our efforts to bring health, healing, recovery and transformation to 
a broken world.  
 
Let us be unflagging in our commission to reach new people with the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Let 
us be fully available to grow in our love of God and neighbor.  Let us renew our commitment to 
always and everywhere practice our Rule of Life – do no harm, do good, attend to the ordinances 
of God. 
 
The New Year is a time for renewing the covenant.  John Wesley clearly understood that 
covenant cannot be manufactured or maintained by structural, administrative or compulsory 
means.  He knew that covenant-making and covenant-keeping were spiritual matters—a function 
of offering one’s life to God and to God’s purposes above all else. 
 
The first celebration of the Covenant Service in the Methodist movement was held on Monday, 
August 11, 1755.  In short order, covenant renewal services were being held on New Year’s Day 
in class meetings and societies of the Methodist revival movement.  Many United Methodist 



churches utilize this service in their own Watch Night or New Year’s Day worship.  Many 
United Methodists can recite all or portions of Wesley’s invitation to his Covenant Service as 
deftly as they can recite the Lord’s Prayer, the Apostle’s Creed or Psalm 23.  
 
The words are powerful and provocative.  I believe they may hold the key to our seeking a way 
forward.  They invite a measure of humility, integrity, denial and surrender that is often 
discomforting and disorienting to our pre-conceived, siloed positions.  
 
They clearly remind us that we belong to Christ, and that to give ourselves to Christ in all things 
is the heart and soul of all covenantal relationships within our great United Methodist Church. 
 
So, as we enter into 2018 and trust that God will provide a future with hope, I invite all United 
Methodist’s to renew our covenant with God and one another, as we join Methodist people 
throughout the ages in praying the Covenant Prayer, which in part reads: 
 
Lord, make me what you will 
put myself fully into your hands; 
put me to doing, put me to suffering, 
let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, 
let me be full, let me be empty, 
let me have all things, let me have nothing. 
I freely and with willing heart 
give it all to your pleasure and disposal.  Amen. 
 
May God add God’s blessing to our journey together as a covenant people and grant us a blessed 
New Year. 
  
Bishop Bruce R. Ough, President 
Council of Bishops 
The United Methodist Church 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Alive Together in Christ in 2018! 
 
FROM THE BISHOP  
R. LAWSON BRYAN 
 
Happy New Year! I hope you are entering 2018 with a sense of refreshment. In 
one of his devotional books, Henri Nouwen offers this reading for January 1. It is entitled, 



“Expecting a Surprise.” 
 

Each day holds a surprise. But only if we expect it can we see, hear, or feel it 
when it comes to us. Let’s not be afraid to receive each day’s surprise, whether 
it comes to us as sorrow or as joy. It will open a new place in our hearts, a place 

where we can welcome new friends and celebrate more fully our shared humanity. 
 
May God bless us with refreshing experiences, conversations, and collaborations so that we will 
be Alive Together in Christ in refreshing ways.  
 
Here are two specific sources of refreshment in which I invite you to join me: Clergy Day Apart 
and Winter Conference. 
  
CLERGY DAY APART: February 12 at Harvest UMC, Warner Robins 
  
I look forward to a special time of refreshment with all South Georgia clergy Monday, February 
12, at Harvest UMC in Byron. The event begins at 10:30 a.m. and concludes at 2:30 p.m. 
Gathering time will begin at 9:30 a.m.  
 
Rev. Jerry Herships, a UMC pastor in the Denver, Colorado area, and Mrs. Claire Bowen, a 
corporate consultant and longtime member of Peachtree Road United Methodist Church in 
Atlanta, will be our guests for the day.  
 
Jerry’s story is intriguing: former bartender/stand-up comic/mall Santa hears God’s call to leave 
the bright lights of showbiz and dedicate his life to doing the Lord’s work.  
 
Jerry was born in Detroit and lived in both L.A. and Orlando, working in radio, television, and 
film. During Jerry’s stand-up career, he worked with Dick Clark and Jerry Seinfeld and was a 
contract writer for Jay Leno. He earned his Master's of Divinity from Iliff School of Theology 
and was ordained in The United Methodist Church in 2009. Twice while in seminary Jerry won 
the Best Preaching Award. 
 
Jerry was appointed to plant a new church, AfterHours Denver, in the downtown metro area, 
focusing on the poor and spiritually independent. He is Chief Love Monger and Lead Spiritual 
Entrepreneur of that faith and action community. AfterHours Denver currently hands out food, 
water, and communion to 700+ people each week in Civic Center Park. In recent years, 
AfterHours has been written about in the Denver Post, Denver’s 5280 Magazine, and has been 
profiled on a number of network affiliates. 
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The topic for our day apart is, “That'll Preach! How to Make Your Message Stick.” Jerry will 
explore his innovative techniques to engage all personality types through your sermons. You will 
walk away with practical knowledge to further engage your congregations. 
  
Claire will facilitate a 15-minute Communications Style Preference assessment at the beginning 
of our session that will allow us to better understand how we engage with differing personalities. 
  
We ask that you bring a rough-draft sermon you are working on that is not Wifi dependent. 
Perhaps it is your Easter sermon or a Lenten sermon. We will break into small groups and have 
time to work on it together. Please bring your tablet, a laptop, or a printed copy—whatever you 
are most comfortable with to access your work in progress. 
  
You can expect great laughter, lots of fun, and a sermon that will preach and stick! We will be 
breaking out into groups at tables, so I encourage you to come casual.  
 
Please register as soon as possible so that we can have an accurate head count for lunch. We will 
all eat together on campus at Harvest. Registration is $15 and includes lunch.  
 
Click here to register. 
 
Questions? Contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com.  
 
Register, come casual, bring a sermon, and prepare to learn and have fun together!  
 
WINTER CONFERENCE: January 28-31 at Epworth By The Sea 
 
Last year I attended Winter Conference for the first time and was inspired by the hundreds of 
laity and clergy who were Alive Together in Christ. This year’s theme is “Alive Together in 
Worship.”  
 
The music of Jarvis Wilson and Robert McMichael will lift us to the presence of God. The 
Biblical teaching of New Testament scholar Dr. Ben Witherington and the preaching of Bishop 
James Swanson will stimulate our minds and souls. Practical workshops include: “Managing 
Conflict” (Claire Bowen), “Pastor as Change Agent” (Jody Ray), and “Change Management” 
(Anne Bosarge).  
 
For me, Winter Conference is a chance to personally connect with the laity and clergy of our 
conference. Please join me. May the Spirit of the living God fall afresh on us as we experience 
the joy of being Alive Together in Worship.  
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Register I Schedule I Leader biographies 
 
I look forward to what the new year holds for the South Georgia Conference as we continue to be 
Alive Together in Christ in 2018. 
 
Lawson Bryan 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Attend a Connecting Neighbors training to better prepare and respond to 

emergencies 
 
The Office of Connectional Ministries is hosting three one-day Connecting Neighbors training 
events, designed to equip and empower individuals and local churches to be a presence in their 
community (and beyond) in the event of a natural or man-made catastrophic event. 
 
"Connecting Neighbors” is UMCOR’s recently-updated program that gives congregations the 
tools and information they need to guide the development of their disaster-response ministries. 
Congregations that invest their time in “Connecting Neighbors” training are better prepared for 
what emergencies may come, able to draw on local resources more quickly in the wake of a 
disaster and more confident that United Methodists will be a resource for community recovery. 
 
Too often we only think about disasters when they strike.  When a disaster does strike (and it 
will) the community turns to the church for refuge, support, comfort, and hope.  Are you 
prepared? The truth is, we can be preparing as individual disciples, as congregations, and as 
communities to prepare for and mitigate the effects of the next disaster.  
 
The cost is $10 and includes lunch and materials. For questions or additional information, 
contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642. Use this promotional flyer to 
gather a group from your church to attend. 
 
February 10, 2018 Pittman Park UMC, Statesboro  
Register here 
 
March 10, 2018 Riverside UMC, Macon 
Register here  
 
April 28, 2018 Tifton FUMC, Tifton 

https://www.hform.com/form.cgi?10887248
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Register here 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Register today for the 2018 Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat! 
 
The 16th Annual South Georgia Conference Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat will be held 
March 2-4 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. 
 
Designed for students in the fifth grade and above, the “Join the Journey” Confirmation Retreat 
will provide churches of all sizes an opportunity to connect with others through worship, study, 
and fellowship. The event will also include large group gatherings around the church seasons and 
breakout sessions with topics of grace, United Methodist History and United Methodist lingo as 
well as Holy Clubs throughout the weekend. 
 
Not meant to be the only confirmation youth go through, the Confirmation Retreat should be 
complementary to what a church is or will be doing. 
 
Registration is NOW OPEN for all South Georgia UM churches. Registration for all other 
churches will open January 16, 2018. Click here to register your group. 
 
For more information, click here or contact Event Coordinator Suzanne Akins at 
suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
A Bold Faith 
 
Winter Quarter: Faith in Action 
Unit 2: A Living Faith in God 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of January 14, 2018 
By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 
 
Scripture Lesson: Daniel 3: 19-23; 26-28 
Background Scripture:  Daniel 3 
 
The account of the four young men from Judah continues in chapter 3. The training to serve the 
king has been completed, and they are assigned strategic positions of administration in the 
kingdom. Remember their names:  Daniel (God has judged), Hannaniah (Yahweh has been 
gracious), Mishael (who belongs to God), and Azariah (Yahweh has helped). In their Babylonian 
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royal education, their names have been changed to Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego.  
 
The test of their faith in the matter of diet has been passed, but now another test comes for which 
there is no option available. A huge golden idol has been erected with the royal command to 
kneel down and worship. These Hebrew men refused, for to do so they would disobey the first 
two commandments of the Decalogue. 
 
In this test, the focus is on Daniel’s three friends. Speculation about Daniel’s absence is almost 
endless. Our favorite is the place of honor Daniel held in the kingdom following the events 
recalled in chapter 2, where he interpreted the dreams of King Nebuchadnezzar.  (By the way, 
the name of the golden idol was Nabu—the patron god of the king, whose name honored the 
god!) 
 
The decree of the king demanded worship of the golden idol under the penalty of a horrific death 
for disobedience. With great fanfare, the people were called to fall to their knees in obedience. 
 
When the three men refused to bow and worship, someone informed the king of their refusal. 
Jealousy may well have prompted the revealer! After all, these “foreigners” have taken important 
jobs and excelled in every way. There are always those who will take offense when someone else 
gets ahead! These people knew the nature of their king. They had witnessed his anger and harsh 
actions in other circumstances.  
 
Previously, the king had been impressed when he had personally interviewed these candidates 
for royal service, but now he is confronted with their allegiance to Yahweh to the point of death. 
In one of the greatest declarations of faith the three men say: 
 

O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. If we 
are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he 
will rescue us from your hand, O king. But even if he does not, we want you to know, O 
king, we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.  

 
The confidence in God’s power to save is tempered with their faith in God’s ways, which do not 
always coincide with our wishes. They are saying, “God can, but even if he doesn’t, we won’t!” 
Wow! No wonder this lesson in entitled “A Bold Faith!” 
 
Their answer enraged the king, and he immediately ordered their execution in a super-heated 
furnace—so hot several of his soldiers died in fulfilling the king’s order. The three were wearing 
their regular clothes and were bound hand and foot when thrown in.  



 
As the king watched, he saw not three, but four persons walking around in the furnace, unbound 
and unharmed. His description in Daniel 3:25 is: “a son of the gods.” (NIV) He next shouts, 
calling them by name, to come out! Come here! This order of the king they obey at once, and 
they are untouched by the flames—no sight or smell of fire!  
 
Again, there is great speculation about the identity of the fourth person in the furnace. Indeed, 
there are some who dogmatically declare the person was Jesus. Undoubtedly, this belief was 
generated by the King James Version of the Bible, where the phrase was translated as “Son of 
God.” All modern versions, including the more conservative NIV, translates: “…the fourth looks 
like a son of the gods.” However we determine the meaning, God, or a divine messenger, was 
present with them. The assurance of God’s presence in great tribulation is one of the foundation 
stones of our faith. 
 
Whatever we may think, the king turns from anger to awe and declares:   
 

Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent an angel and 
rescued his servants. 

 
In praising the God of the three men, Nebuchadnezzar still uses their Babylonian names, not 
their Hebrew names! For him, this god is just one more in the pantheon of gods.  
 
We are living in a time when many competing loyalties batter us. The list is endless: gender, 
race, politics, industrial and financial conglomerates, environmental arguments, immigration 
issues, nationalistic loyalties, religion, and the list goes on. Where does our ultimate loyalty lie? 
What are we willing to risk to serve our gracious God?  
 
The trust shown by these men even impresses the vindictive king. He recognizes something very 
special in them. He was surprised. We should not be! Looking back over our lives when have 
you seen God’s hand guiding—even delivering—you? 
 
When we served a church in Macon, Helen had a daily television program on the local Christian 
station, Good News Television. The format for the program included a guest who shared some 
aspect of their faith. As we were writing this lesson, she recalled one such person. The guest had 
received the news that she had terminal cancer, and had only a little while to live. She testified 
by using the words of the three men as a prayer: I know God can heal me, but if He doesn’t, I 
know I will be secure in His love. 
 



Two years later, she returned to the program with the testimony of healing. No matter the 
outcome, trust that the faithful God will see us through! As the anxious father said to Jesus in 
Mark 9:24: “Lord, I believe, help my unbelief!”  Amen and amen! 
 
Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  
 
****************************************************************************** 
A Prayer for Obedient Faith  
  
Winter Quarter: Faith in Action 
Unit 2: A Living Faith in God 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of January 21, 2018 
By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 
 
Scripture Lesson: Daniel 9: 4-18; 15-19 
Background Scripture:  Daniel 9: 1-19 
 
Our next lesson in Daniel moves several chapters and years ahead. The ruler in the Middle East 
is now Cyrus of Persia, who came to power in 538 BC when the Persians defeated the 
Babylonians. Since Daniel was taken to Babylon from Jerusalem in 605 BC, he has spent nearly 
70 years in exile in a foreign land. 
 
The prophet Jeremiah had written to the exiles years before, when they had first been taken to 
Babylon: 
 

This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed 
for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to 
bring you back to this place. For I know the plans I have for you,”  
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,  
plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29: 10-11) 

 
That promise now prompts Daniel to pray one of the most fervent prayers recorded in 
scripture—and Daniel has become an old man! His prayer can guide us today. 
 
He prepares to pray by fasting, dressing in sackcloth and ashes, and identifying his relationship 
to God by calling the Holy One—my God! For Daniel, the covenant relationship with the Holy 
One is personal and intimate—a balance hard to achieve. His life experiences had informed his 
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prayer life. Think about how you prepare to pray and your life as preparation for such intimacy 
with the Divine. 
 
Daniel begins by acknowledging the awesome nature of God and his stance of humility in 
confession—not his wrongdoing but the character of God. One does not approach God 
flippantly, but with awe and reverence. Daniel identifies God as the One “who keeps his 
covenant of love with those who love Him and keep His commandments.” Up front, we see the 
reciprocal nature of the covenant relationship—God is our God and we are his people! 
 
Daniel is very explicit in his recitation of what precipitated the exile. He lists four actions 
compounding the guilt of the people: “we have sinned and done wrong,” “we have been wicked 
and rebelled,” “we have turned away from your commands and laws,” and “we have not 
listened to your servants the prophets.” 
 
The refusal to listen to the prophets involves not only the people generally, but specifically the 
leaders of the nation. Ungodly leaders who rule without values based upon godly ways will 
always bring defeat and shame upon a nation and its people. Jeremiah had noted how the people 
had lost their ability to blush in shame at sin and wrongdoing. We feel much the same way about 
current American culture and mores! Have your class list some language, attitudes, actions, and 
decisions that should cause Christians to blush in shame. 
 
The distress Daniel addresses was brought on by these ungodly leaders. Idolatry of pagan gods 
and the worship of power and economic gain had dominated the life of the people. Complacency 
about matters of the spirit had been the norm for so very long.  Judgement came! 
 
Many Christians do not like to speak of, or hear sermons about, God’s judgment, but we must 
not forget that a holy God cannot long ignore such behavior. God’s love and compassion can 
easily be taken for granted, while we conveniently go along with the prevailing mood of 
“anything goes.” The prophets had repeatedly warned of the coming judgement, and nobody 
listened or took them seriously. II Chronicles 36:15-16 tells the sad story: 
 

The Lord, the God of their fathers, sent word to them through  
His messengers, again and again because He had pity on His 
people and His dwelling place. But they mocked God’s messengers, despised His words, 
and scoffed at His prophets until the wrath of 

            the Lord was aroused against his people, and there was no remedy. 
 
The passionate cry of Daniel speaks of the shame and scorn covering the nation these 70 years, 
not only in Jerusalem, Judah, Israel, Babylon, but wherever the Jewish people have been 



scattered—the Diaspora. He particularly emphasizes what has happened in Jerusalem when he 
says: “Under the whole heaven nothing has ever been done like what has been done to 
Jerusalem.”  (vs. 12) 
 
His confession of the sins and wickedness of the people is thorough and complete. Now he 
comes to his impassioned petition. He calls upon God to “turn away your anger and wrath from 
Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill.” 
 
As you read/pray his prayer, please note the tone of the prayer. He is asking God to act, not 
because of anything the people have done or deserve, but because of WHO God is, and the 
people of Israel identified with this God—Yahweh. The entire world knows of that relationship, 
and if these folk continue to be punished and live in exile, the witness to the world of the One 
and Only true God will be in jeopardy.  
 
God’s merciful nature will be seen by all as the ultimate testimony to the wonder and power of 
God. Again and again, the strongest witness to the reality of God is how people live and act as 
the very representatives of God on earth. We are God’s people, not because of anything we have 
done, but because God so loved us, the Holy One made us children of the Almighty. When Paul 
calls us “ambassadors for Christ” he meant just that—we are sent to represent Christ and the very 
love of God in all we say and do. 
 
The last verse of the lesson encapsulates everything Daniel has prayed:  

 
“Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act! For your sake, my 
God, do not delay, because your city, and your people bear your 
Name.” 

 
In effect, Daniel is praying for a second exodus that will reverse the disaster of bondage in 
Babylon! The world will know only God could do that! 
 
Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Canoeing the Mountains: The Speed of Trust and Our Adaptive Challenge 
 
GROWING IN GRACE 
BEN GOSDEN 
 

mailto:sgr3@cox.net


I ended my last column with a phrase I first read in a book written by now-Bishop Bob Farr: 
“Adapt or die.” I believe what we face in our local churches, districts, annual conferences, and 
beyond is an adaptive challenge. Ron Heifetz distinguishes two types of challenges — technical 
and adaptive — and notes the difference as follows: “The technical is defined as those that can 
be solved by the knowledge of experts, whereas adaptive requires new learning.”  
 
If we’re facing an adaptive challenge as a Church, then experts with quick solutions are not what 
we need. We need to learn new things — all of us, from local church lay leaders to pastors to 
DSs to bishops and beyond. The place where God is leading us next is not already known and 
understood. This is why I love the book, “Canoeing the Mountains.” We’ve all been taught how 
to drop canoes in and navigate rivers. But it’s 2018 and we’re staring at mountains. Those canoes 
aren’t much help now.  
 
If the first step in learning how to canoe the mountains (as noted in my last column) is 
identifying the issue — we have problems that need addressing and we’re ill-equipped to address 
them at the moment — then the second step is a combination of building trust (leading “on the 
map” as Bolsinger notes) while simultaneously learning how to adapt for when it’s time to lead 
off the map. Put another way: We need to be studying how to climb mountains while we lead 
people in canoes because we know, even before those we are charged with leading, that the river 
will eventually run out and these canoes won’t be able to help us anymore.  
 
I believe adaptation actually begins in the day-to-day ways we lead. Adaptation comes from 
having a good sense of who we are as leaders, showing we are competent at leading in known 
ways, and building trust among those we are called to lead. Bolsinger puts it this way: 
“Transformational leadership does not begin with transformation but with competence” (51). 
Good stewardship of what we have — the people, the buildings, the resources currently available 
— is how we build the trust to lead a transformational experience.  
 
For too long our system has been built on the notion that title merits credibility (pastors, DSs, 
bishops are all credible by virtue of their titles alone). Part of our adaptive challenge is to get 
better at putting meaningful systems of accountability in place and lovingly holding one another 
accountable. Or, as Wesley would tell us, we need to “watch over one another in love.”  
 
Leadership in the 21st Century will require all of us learning new ways to lead. It will require us 
putting down our canoes, no matter how much we love them, and grabbing new gear to help us 
climb mountains. But we start with being good stewards with what we have and developing the 
trust that comes with proving to those we are entrusted to lead that we do, in fact, deserve the 
charge of leadership. And, if we can’t do it, then we vitally need systems that will get the wrong 
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people out of leadership and right people in. The stakes are too high to keep “playing church” 
much longer.  
 
Next column: Part 3 - Daring to Go “Off the Map” 
 
The Rev. Ben Gosden is senior pastor at Trinity United Methodist Church in Savannah. He can 
be reached at ben@trinity1848.org.  
 
****************************************************************************** 
The John Wesley Covenant Renewal Service 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 

John Wesley discovered a worship service which was used in the 1600s to encourage believers to 
renew their covenant with God. He revised the service and used it as a Watch Night Service in 
his London headquarters, the Foundry. He also used the service as he traveled to various 
Methodist Societies across England.  

His journal indicates wonderful responses to these Covenant Renewal services. Some of them 
lasted for three or four hours! He often scheduled them for evenings when there was a full moon 
in order for people to have light on their way home after the service. 

In this service, Wesley read scriptures concerning the various covenants God made with Adam, 
with Abraham, with Moses, and many others. The service invites us to renew our covenant with 
God, to search our hearts to discover any known sins that remain there, and to dedicate ourselves 
afresh to allow God to guide us wherever He may need us. We are asked to die to self that we 
might live unto Christ.  

 
****************************************************************************** 
Retired Clergy Birthdays - January 2018 
 
1/01 – Cindy H. Autry: 2958 Roswell Lane; Columbus, GA 31906  
1/01 – James Hancock: 4360 Manor Millwood Rd. S; Manor, GA 31550  
1/01 – Larry Roberts: 12 Foxfire Estates Circle; Waynesville, NC 28785  
1/01 – Dan Robinson: 222 N. Bobby St.; Lenox, GA 31637  
1/01 – Frank Terry: Lynn Haven; 747 Monticello Hwy., Room 55; Gray, GA, 31032 
1/02 – Sharon Loyley: 1544 Harris Ridge Rd.; Young Harris, GA 30582 
1/03 – Marcus Tripp: 3791 Overlook Dr.; Macon, GA 31204  
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1/07 – Tommy Martin, III: 606 Chastain Place; Macon, GA 31210  
1/08 – Ken Banker: 220 W. Pecan St.; Surrency, GA 31563  
1/08 – Ernie Rogers: 1803 Pineknoll Lane; Albany, GA 31707  
1/08 – Gary Starrett: PO Box 113; Bolingbroke, GA 31004  
1/11 – V.L. Daughtery, Jr.: 3713 Bermuda Run; Valdosta, GA 31605  
1/12 – Eddie Braswell: 1110 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709  
1/12 – Grady Vance: 127-B Nina Dr.; Eatonton, GA 31024  
1/13 – Randy Nease: PO Box 1491; Springfield, GA 31329 
1/15 – Gary Morris: 177 Friendship Trail; Moultrie, GA 31788 
1/16 – J. Brooks Partain: 206 Eckles Rd.; Americus, GA 31719-2118  
1/17 – Ed Ellington: 675 Arthur Wolfe Rd.; Dublin, GA 31021  
1/18 – Steve Rumford: 130 Arlington Row; Macon, GA 31210  
1/21 – Billy Wicker, Jr.: 400 Ridgecrest Rd.; E. Dublin, GA 31021  
1/22 – Tom Davis, Jr.: 155 Twin Creek Ct.; Athens, GA 30605  
1/24 – Joe Dunagan: 116 Alabama Ave.; Macon, GA 31204  
1/25 – Frank Harris: 312 Brim Dr.; Macon, GA 31220  
1/27 – James Ford: 1751 G 8th St. NW; Hickory, NC 28601  
1/27 – Bill Jones: 106 Hilldale Circle; Vidalia, GA 30474 
1/30 – Harold Feightner: 107 Harvest Point; Warner Robins, GA 31088 
1/30 – Holland Morgan: 2 E. 62nd Street; Savannah, GA 31405 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Rev. Robert Kea 
Reverend Robert Kea, age 88, of Soperton passed away Monday, December 18, 2017. 
 
Reverend Kea was born in Adrian and was preceded in death by his parents, Nelson and Mattie 
Flanders Kea and 12 brothers and sisters. He was a graduate of Trevecca College in Nashville, 
Tenn. He was a retired United Methodist Minister, having served churches throughout the 
southeast for more than 50 years. In 1980 he founded the Christian Family Center, a Bible-based 
drug and alcohol rehabilitation center for men. The New Life Program became a part of the 
center in 1996. 
 
Survivors include his wife of 53 years, Lucille Reese Kea; daughters, Renee Steverson of 
Chester, S.C.; Glenda Jo Bell and Cindy Sercer, both of Soperton; grandchildren, Kris Peacock, 
Dawn Smith, Jonathon Braddy, Tiffany Braddy Pace, Shelley Jo Kelley, Kelley Jo Hanner, and 
Kristey Davis; great-great-grandchildren, Stella Braddy, Jack Braddy, Harper Pace, Mayghan 
Hanner, Kaden Sercer, Presley Kelley, Garrett Hanner, Ridge Davis, and Finnley Davis; sister, 
Katherine Thompson of Scott; and several nieces and nephews. 
 



Services were held in in the chapel of the Christian Family Center, Treutlen County, on 
Wednesday, Dec. 20. Burial was in Kea’s Church Cemetery, Emanuel County. Sammons 
Funeral Home was in charge of arrangements. 
 
Dr. Dan Williamson 
Reverend Dr. John Daniel “Dr. Dan” Williamson, 75, of Sylvester, Ga., passed away on 
December 21, 2017, surrounded by loved ones.  
 
Services were held Saturday, Dec. 30, 2017, at Pinson Memorial United Methodist Church in 
Sylvester.  
 
Dr. Dan was born in West Point, Georgia, to Daniel Alan (Mr. Pete) and Ethel (Anderson) 
Williamson on October 15, 1942. He was called to preach in high school where he preached in 
the Baptist churches around West Point as he sought to follow God's call. He met his first wife in 
college, married, adopted her two children, and began working toward his goal of serving God. 
They had two children together. When his children were very young, Dan met a United 
Methodist pastor who led him into the seminary at Emory University and into The United 
Methodist Church pastorate. He earned a Masters in Theology and a Masters in Education. He 
served churches in and around Carroll and Haralson Counties in the North Georgia conference, 
as well as working with the management team at a manufacturing plant and teaching school.  
 
After his first wife died, he met and married Brinda. The bishop sent them to the South Georgia 
Conference. In the late 1980s he earned a PhD in Theology from Drew University. From 1985 
until his death he served in the South Georgia conference at many churches, including Lumber 
City, Mt. Vernon, Ailey, Blackshear, Folkston, Pinson Memorial, and Adel. He retired in 2008 
and served at Doerun-Funston, Chula-Harding, and finally Pine Level United Methodist Church 
in Fitzgerald. He always said God had not called him to his final appointment yet.  
 
Dr. Dan cherished life and, after suffering kidney failure in 1996, was blessed with a transplant 
in 2001. He prayed every day for the family who gave him the gift of life after 2001. Dr. Dan 
grew up on the banks of the Chattahoochee River and loved the outdoors. He and Brinda traveled 
on motorcycle trips extensively. He was involved in the Christian Motorcycle Association for 
many years and helped lead people to Christ through his example. He was also involved in the 
Kiwanis club and the NRA. He loved camping, hunting and fishing. He loved sharing these 
activities with his wife and family and during his last days was talking about going on an 
unplanned adventure trip with his family. Dr. Dan was a gentle, loving man who exemplified his 
beliefs, often giving away his last dollar to someone with a sad story. He leaves a big hole in our 
hearts that will never be filled but we have joy knowing he is well again.  
 



Dr. Dan is survived by his wife, Brinda Ball Williamson; his children, Benjamin Alan (Susan) 
Williamson, Todd Dempsey, Tammi (Scott) Vassey, Debbi (Angel) Cabrera, and an adopted son, 
Daniel (Heather) Perry; his brother, Charlie (Elizabeth) Williamson; 10 grandchildren; 8 
great-grandchildren; as well as many nieces, nephews, cousins and extended family members.  
In addition to his parents, Dr. Dan was preceded in death by a son, John Mark Williamson; his 
first wife, Jeanette Highsmith Williamson; an adopted daughter, Suzanne Perry; and a sister, 
Annette Williamson Gray.  
 
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made in his memory to Pinson Memorial 
UMC Bus Fund, PO Box 118, Sylvester, GA 31791 or Pine Level United Methodist Church, 
Pine Level Church Road, Fitzgerald, Georgia 31750.  
 
****************************************************************************** 
Scripture Readings - January 8 
 
Jan. 14 
Second Sunday After the Epiphany 
1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20) 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (UMH 854) 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
John 1:43-51 
 
Jan. 21 
Third Sunday After the Epiphany 
Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
Psalm 62:5-12 (UMH 787) 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Mark 1:14-20 
 
Jan. 28 
Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Psalm 111 (UMH 832) 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
Mark 1:21-28 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Events in the South Georgia Conference – 1/8/2018 edition 
 
Bishop Bryan's calendar 



It’s now easier than ever to find out when and where Bishop Bryan will be preaching in your 
district and around the conference. Visit the updated calendar and events page on the conference 
website and look for the red highlighted dates. 
 
Human Relations Day - Jan. 14 
Sunday, Jan. 14, is Human Relations Day, one of six churchwide Special Sundays with offerings 
for The United Methodist Church. Human Relations Day strengthens United Methodist outreach 
to communities in the United States and Puerto Rico, encouraging social justice and work with 
at-risk youths. Click here to learn more.  
 
Praying Our Way Forward: South Georgia Conference Week of Prayer - Jan. 14-21 
The denomination-wide 'Praying Our Way Forward' initiative launched on New Year’s Day 
2017 with 75 weeks of focused prayer for The United Methodist Church. Each annual 
conference will take one week to have intentional prayer for the mission of The United 
Methodist Church to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world and for 
the work of the Commission on a Way Forward. The effort began in the North Carolina 
Conference and will wrap up in the West Angola Episcopal area in June 2018. The South 
Georgia Conference's week of prayer will be January 14-21, 2018. Thanks to the deacons of our 
annual conference, led by Rev. Meg Procopio, resources are available to guide our week of 
prayer. Click here to download. Visit umcprays.org to sign up to receive daily prayers.  
 
Winter Conference - Jan. 28-31 
Winter Conference, sponsored by Epworth By The Sea, is set for January 28-31, 2018. Bishop 
James Swanson and Bishop Lawson Bryan will participate in leading the conference. Dr. Ben 
Witherington, III, Professor of New Testament at Asbury Theological Seminary, will be the 
Bible teacher. More information: epworthbythesea.org/events/. 
 
Multicultural Worship Workshop - Feb. 3 
A Multicultural Worship Workshop will be held Saturday, February 3 at Centenary United 
Methodist Church in Macon. Time and registration details coming soon. Questions? Contact 
Rev. Earnestine Campbell, associate director of Connectional Ministries, at 
earnestine@sgaumc.com. The Workshop flyer is attached here; please share it with 
congregations. 
 
Sexual Ethics Workshop - Feb. 3 
A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, 2018, at 
Camilla First United Methodist Church. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this 
workshop is required every three years for any person serving under appointment by the bishop 
(clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). The cost is $35, which 
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includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to South Georgia 
Conference. Email questions to cpcassistant@sgaumc.com.  Please note that spouses and lay 
employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. Click 
here to register for the February workshop. 
 
UMVIM Team Leader Training - Feb. 10 
Have you been on a mission journey and would you like to take others to a destination to serve? 
Have you led teams before and would you be interested in sharing your experiences in other 
local churches to help them engage in mission opportunities both home and abroad by training 
team leaders? This training is designed for all who are interested in learning more about 
leadership and opportunities in missions. The training is scheduled for Feb. 10 from 10 a.m. until 
3 p.m. at St. Mark UMC in Douglas. The cost is $30 per person, which includes materials and 
lunch. Register here to attend this training. If your church would be interested in hosting an 
UMVIM training or for additional information, contact Dr. Gene Barber at 
hbarber781@bellsouth.net.  
 
Connecting Neighbors Training, Statesboro - Feb. 10 
The Connecting Neighbors training event features a one-day training hosted by The Office of 
Connectional Ministries designed to equip and empower individuals and local churches to be a 
presence in their community (and beyond) in the event of a natural or man-made catastrophic 
event. The cost is $10 and includes lunch and materials. For questions or additional information, 
contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642. Use this promotional flyer to 
gather a group from your church to attend. This training will be held February 10 at Pittman Park 
UMC in Statesboro. Register here. Click here for more information and the day's schedule.  
 
Andrew College Sunday - Feb. 11 
Founded in January 1854, Andrew College has continuously provided an academically 
challenging liberal arts education within a nurturing community for more than 160 years. A 
member of the South Georgia Conference, Andrew strives to inspire academic and spiritual 
growth across its historic 40-acre campus. The qualified faculty and caring staff engage with 
students in an intimate setting to encourage a lifelong love of learning and a strong sense of civic 
leadership. Students are regularly invited to strengthen their Christian discipleship through 
weekly chapel services and participation in a myriad of religious offerings. Andrew Sunday 
seeks to gain support for the College and identify prospective students. To learn more about 
Andrew College - a United-Methodist affiliated institution in Cuthbert, Georgia - visit 
www.andrewcollege.edu. 
 
Clergy Day Apart - Feb. 12 
A Clergy Day Apart is set for February 12 at Harvest Church in Byron from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 
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p.m. Registration and gathering time will begin at 9:30 a.m. This Day Apart, intended for all 
clergy in the South Georgia Conference, will offer mental, spiritual, emotional, and vocational 
renewal through the inspiring leadership of the Rev. Jerry Herships. In the midst of therapeutic 
laughter clergy will find fresh approaches to preaching so that we can be Alive Together in 
Worship. Rev. Jerry Herships, a UMC pastor in the Denver, Colorado area, and Mrs. Claire 
Bowen, a corporate consultant and longtime member of Peachtree Road United Methodist 
Church in Atlanta, will be our guests for the day. Click here for more information. 
 
Sexual Ethics Workshop - Feb. 15 
A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 15, 2018, in the 
Nalls Building at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. According to the Conference 
Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is required every three years for any person serving under 
appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). 
The cost is $35, which includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to 
South Georgia Conference. Email questions to cpcassistant@sgaumc.com.  Please note that 
spouses and lay employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the 
workshop. Click here to register for the February workshop. 
 
Volunteers In Mission Awareness Sunday - Feb. 18 
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) exists to promote, encourage, and enable 
Christians to exemplify “Christian Love In Action” through short-term mission service in the 
United States and abroad. UMVIM provides opportunities for service by developing and 
nurturing relationships with domestic and international leaders. They continually nurture their 
contacts with these leaders to respond to the needs of local communities and to provide 
comprehensive project information.  You can help support the work of UMVIM in the South 
Georgia Conference by giving an offering to support this vital ministry on this special Sunday. 
 
Kingdom Builders Promotion Sunday - Feb. 25 
You are blessed to be a blessing. We have been blessed to travel roads that were paved by those 
that went before us. Our lives have been changed by the investments they made. Now the torch 
has been passed to us to make the investments that will pave the road for the generation that will 
follow us. In 1962 the Kingdom Builders Club was started to change lives by funding new 
ministries and new congregations. Several of the largest congregations in South Georgia were 
started with funds from Kingdom Builders. In fact, the #1 and the #2 fastest growing United 
Methodist Congregations in the U.S. over the past 10 years are both in our conference and you 
started them. Way to go South Georgia! Prayer is essential! The Kingdom Builders Club is 
about far more than starting churches. It is about changing lives! We have published a new daily 
devotional book entitled “Pray for 5.” This 40-day devotional is a tangible tool to help you and 
your friends change the lives of your family and friends. To obtain copies for all the people in 
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your congregation simply ask your District Superintendent. Our hope is that this daily devotional 
book will ignite a movement of prayer that unlocks a wave of relational evangelism that helps 
new people come to know Jesus like we have. Funding is important. God sends people to 
congregations who are ready to minister to them. We need to be starting new ministries to 
connect with these new people. To reach people no one is reaching, we must start doing things 
no one is doing, which requires funding. Pray for your friends AND become a Kingdom Builder 
by making a financial investment today to the Kingdom Builders Advanced Special. Click here 
to download a Kingdom Builder support form. 
 
Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat - March 2-4 
Designed for students in the fifth grade and above, the “Join the Journey” Confirmation Retreat 
will provide churches of all sizes an opportunity to connect with others through worship, study, 
and fellowship.  The event will also include large group gatherings around the church seasons 
and breakout sessions with topics of grace, United Methodist History and United Methodist lingo 
as well as Holy Clubs throughout the weekend. Not meant to be the only confirmation youth go 
through, the Confirmation Retreat should be complementary to what a church is or will be doing. 
Click here for all the details. Registration is NOW OPEN for all South Georgia UM 
Churches. Registration for all other churches will open January 16. Click here to register your 
group.  
 
Connecting Neighbors Training, Macon - March 10 
The Connecting Neighbors training event features a one-day training hosted by The Office of 
Connectional Ministries designed to equip and empower individuals and local churches to be a 
presence in their community (and beyond) in the event of a natural or man-made catastrophic 
event. The cost is $10 and includes lunch and materials. For questions or additional information, 
contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642. Use this promotional flyer to 
gather a group from your church to attend. This training will be held March 10 at Riverside 
UMC in Macon. Register here. Click here for more information and the day's schedule.  
 
2018 SBC21 Annual Leadership & Development Conference - March 10 
The 2018 SBC21 Annual Leadership and Development Conference will be held Saturday, March 
10 from 9:30 a.m. until 4 p.m. Location and registration details coming soon. Questions? Contact 
Rev. Earnestine Campbell, associate director of Connectional Ministries, at 
earnestine@sgaumc.com.  
 
UMCOR Sunday - March 11 
UMCOR Sunday (fourth Sunday in Lent) enables the United Methodist Committee on Relief to 
reach out through worldwide ministries of food, shelter, health and peace. A special offering is 
taken on this day to support humanitarian aid through the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
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(UMCOR). You can be assured that when catastrophes cause suffering, your church, impelled by 
Jesus' love and compassion, will be in the lead to ease the pain. Gifts to the UMCOR Sunday 
offering underwrite UMCOR's "costs of doing business." That helps them keep their promise that 
100 percent of every other gift you make to a specific UMCOR project can be spent on that 
project - not on home office costs. To learn more about UMCOR or to order resources to 
promote the offering, visit www.umcor.org or call 888-346-3862. Click here for resources to 
help promote this offering in your local church. 
 
Wesley Glen Ministries' Cherry Blossom Road Race - March 17 
Join hundreds of runners for the 16th annual running of the Cherry Blossom Road Race for 
Wesley Glen Ministries. 5K and 10K races will begin at 9 AM with the Fun Run to start a few 
minutes later. Visit cherryblossomroadrace.com for more information. 
 
UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat - March 23-24 
he United Methodist Women of the South Georgia Conference will host their annual Spiritual 
Growth Retreat March 23-24, 2018, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. The retreat 
leader will be Yvette Richards, and Ivy Kratzer will serve as the Teen Women's Retreat Leader. 
Annie Akins will be the praise and worship leader. Click here to download the brochure. 
 
Connecting Neighbors Training, Tifton - April 28 
The Connecting Neighbors training event features a one-day training hosted by The Office of 
Connectional Ministries designed to equip and empower individuals and local churches to be a 
presence in their community (and beyond) in the event of a natural or man-made catastrophic 
event. The cost is $10 and includes lunch and materials. For questions or additional information, 
contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642. Use this promotional flyer to 
gather a group from your church to attend. This training will be held April 28 at Tifton First 
UMC. Register here. Click here for more information and the day's schedule.  
 
 
 

http://www.umcor.org/
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/one-great-hour-of-sharing
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/one-great-hour-of-sharing
http://cherryblossomroadrace.com/
https://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/UMW+Spiritual+Growth+Retreat+2018.pdf
https://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/Connecting+Neighbors+Promotional+Flyer.docx.pdf
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/CNTiftonUMC
https://www.sgaumc.org/connectingneighbors
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/CNTiftonUMC

