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DISASTER RESPONSE 
South Georgia has experienced two hurricanes, tornadoes, straight-line winds, a wildfire, and 
more in 15 months. We look back at how South Georgia United Methodists have responded as 
the body of Christ in the midst and aftermath of these disasters and shown that we are, truly, 
Alive Together in Christ. 
 
Disaster Response: A year in review 
 
By Kara Witherow, Editor 
 
2017 was an unprecedented year for disasters. More than 25 million Americans - nearly 8 
percent of the U.S. population - were affected by what FEMA has called a historic year. 
 
South Georgia wasn’t spared, with deadly tornadoes and straight-line winds hitting the 
Southwest and South Central Districts; Hurricane Irma striking the coast and continuing through 
the state; and many residents still dealing with the aftermath of Hurricane Matthew from the 
previous year. The Conference also supported and assisted in the aftermath of Hurricanes Harvey 
and Maria, sending people, resources, and money to help.  
 
Even into 2018 South Georgians are feeling the impact of last year’s storms, as families grieve 
their losses and homeowners and businesses continue to repair and rebuild. United Methodists 
are stepping in to serve and are often the last ones still in impacted areas when everyone else is 
gone. 
 
Hurricanes Matthew and Irma 
 
Rev. Stacey Harwell-Dye has served as a case manager in Savannah and Chatham County since 
last February. A deacon in the South Georgia Conference, Rev. Harwell-Dye has so far helped 
12 households restore their homes and lives. 
 
“The job of the case manager is to assist the homeowner in thinking through all that needs to 
happen to restore life to a new normal after a disaster,” she said. “Case managers look at the 
whole situation - not just the house, but thinking through the emotional, spiritual, and physical 
needs of the people we work with.”  
 
When Hurricane Matthew hit Georgia’s coast in October 2016 it flooded homes, ripped limbs off 
trees, tore shingles off roofs, and made coastal residents apprehensive and anxious. Hurricane 



Irma, striking the same area just 11 months later, added to the damage and further heightened 
fears. 
 
Several of Rev. Harwell-Dye’s clients are disabled and unable to make needed repairs 
themselves. Many do not have insurance or the financial resources to cover their losses and feel 
hopeless, alone, and defeated. Rev. Harwell-Dye works with them to find solutions and the 
resources they need, which often include financial assistance, the help of volunteers, and 
donations. 
 
Rev. Harwell-Dye will soon expand the conference’s case management ministry to Tybee Island 
as she assists those who were affected by Hurricane Irma. More than four months after the 
hurricane battered the small island she will continue the The United Methodist Church’s 
presence in the community. 
 
“Disasters are overwhelming,” she said. “And when you've exhausted all the resources you 
know, you can come to a point of despair. To have someone in place in communities that can 
think through other options with them, represent them to potential sources of assistance, and find 
volunteers where possible is a point of hope.  Everybody will need help at some point. Case 
managers provide that help for a time-limited season so that their community can recover, then 
grow and thrive in the aftermath of a disaster.” 
 
Following Hurricane Irma, six counties along Georgia’s coast, plus Coffee County further 
inland, received FEMA declarations, and those communities are working diligently to organize 
Long Term Recovery Groups so they can begin assessments to evaluate the unmet needs. 
 
“The South Georgia Conference Disaster Response Ministry is involved in these communities, 
providing resources through training and funding for those in partnership with the long term 
recovery groups,” said Allison Lindsey, Associate Director of Connectional Ministries. 
 
South Georgia Winter Storms 
 
It’s been one year since deadly and destructive storms ripped through southwest and south 
central Georgia, and blue tarps still cover dozens of storm-damaged roofs. UMCOR-trained case 
manager Ed Haggerty has worked with Albany Relief and Recovery since April 2017 to help 
facilitate funding and organize necessary repairs on homes damaged by last year’s winter winds 
and tornadoes. 
 
A member of Avalon United Methodist Church in Albany, Haggerty is the liaison between the 
South Georgia Conference’s Disaster Response Ministry and Albany Relief and Recovery, a 



centralized faith-based organization that’s dedicated to providing coordinated care to individuals 
and families in need.  
 
Since last year’s storms, Albany Relief and Recovery has already assisted 792 homeowners and 
is still working with 80 others. Haggerty says they hope to finish the work on the homes, which 
mainly consist of roofing repairs and furniture and appliance replacement, by July. 
 
Among his other duties with Albany Relief and Recovery, Haggerty represents the South 
Georgia Conference’s Disaster Response Ministry/UMCOR by listening to each individual case 
as it’s presented and giving guidance on funding. If a project is approved for funding he helps 
guide the process and makes sure the money gets to the right place. 
 
Haggerty has the unique perspective of sitting at the table, hearing people’s needs, and being 
able to help. When it isn’t appropriate for funding or assistance to flow through Albany Relief 
and Recovery, Haggerty is often able to facilitate help through other sources like local United 
Methodist Churches, United Way, the Salvation Army, or local volunteers. 
 
“We’ve been able to get things to people who need them,” he said of his work through The South 
Georgia Conference and Albany Relief and Recovery. “It’s a matter of knowing what’s out there 
and being able to provide things. It’s helped us see what other needs are out there. It’s more than 
just the money. It’s about being able to take care of needs in the community, and about doing the 
Lord’s work.” 
 
Opening our doors 
With two hurricanes less than one year apart, South Georgia United Methodist congregations had 
ample opportunity to show hospitality to their neighbors, to open their doors as shelters, and 
offer refuge to evacuees. Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner Robins, Valdosta First 
United Methodist Church, Park Ave. United Methodist Church in Valdosta, Lake Park United 
Methodist Church, Cordele United Methodist Church, and Riverside United Methodist Church in 
Macon were among many UM churches that extended hospitality to those fleeing Hurricanes 
Irma and Matthew.  
 
Trinity UMC, which itself lost power during Hurricane Irma, housed approximately 40 people, 
two cats, and a rabbit and fed about a dozen more people who were without electricity. 
 
Soldiers with the Georgia Department of Defense’s 5th Brigade called Vineville UMC home for 
several days last September. The Macon church housed 50 soldiers and 50 State Troopers for 
five nights as they provided support during Tropical Storm Irma. The congregation fed them 
three meals and showed hospitality to those who came to serve and protect. 

https://www.sgaumc.org/irmashelters
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During Hurricane Matthew, Vidalia United Methodist Church and Dublin United Methodist 
Church both hosted nursing home residents who had to be evacuated from Savannah and 
Brunswick. Volunteers provided pillows, blankets, and flashlights, and helped feed and comfort 
the visitors. 
 
In Kathleen, just outside of Macon, Andrew United Methodist Church opened its doors to about 
30 evacuees and nearly a dozen pets. 
 
UMCOR in Puerto Rico 
 
Luis Morales has seen firsthand the destruction Hurricane Maria inflicted upon his native Puerto 
Rico. 
 
Morales, Disaster Coordinator for the South Georgia Conference, returned just over a week ago 
from his fourth trip to Puerto Rico since Hurricane Maria hit the Caribbean island. Since October 
Morales has served as a consultant for the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and 
has helped the Methodist Church of Puerto Rico devise a relief strategy and recovery plan. 
 
To date, more than 11,000 bags of food and 48,960 bottles water have been distributed, helping 
more than 27,000 people. Five locations serve up to 230 hot meals daily, and more than 25,000 
meals have been served. Basic needs are being met by the 32,000 hygiene kits; 3,000 feminine 
kits; 11,000 school kits; 3,000 mosquito repellents; and hundreds of solar lamps, solar chargers, 
solar radios, clothes, batteries, and other basic necessities that have been distributed. 
 
“Churches have been the ones reaching the people,” Morales said. “The state agencies and the 
federal government were slow to start, so the churches have been the key to the relief effort.” 
 
With the generous contributions of South Georgia United Methodists and United Methodists 
across the connection, UMCOR awarded $5 million to the Methodist Church of Puerto Rico in 
response to Hurricane Maria. 
 
Read more about Morales’ work in Puerto Rico here. 
 
Throughout the South Georgia Conference, there have been glimpses of ways the Church and its 
people have been Alive Together in Christ amid the chaos and storms of the past year. From 
feeding evacuees to providing cleaning buckets and hygiene kits to removing tree limbs and 
debris from yards, United Methodists are sharing the love of Christ in meaningful and tangible 
ways. The congregations of the South Georgia Annual Conference truly are Alive Together! 

https://www.sgaumc.org/advnewsdetail/morales-serves-as-umcor-consultant-helps-puerto-ricans-recover-10863496


 
These are just a sampling of the stories we know need to be told. Have one to share? Email 
kara@sgaumc.com or kelly@sgaumc.com.  
 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Beauty from the storm 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

When storms ripped through the Southwest and South Central Districts last January, all 
members of Albany’s El Faro congregation were impacted by the storms in some way, with 
several families losing everything, including their homes and vehicles. 

But in the year since the tornadoes brought such devastation to the community, there is hope. 
The church, a Hispanic United Methodist congregation, is growing and vital, says Rev. David 
Diaz, who serves both El Faro and the Bainbridge Hispanic Mission. 

The Albany community, which served each other so well after the storms, has become even 
more united in the past year, Rev. Diaz said. Their shared experiences and faith in Christ have 
helped forge bonds that won’t easily be broken, he said.  

“There is unity among the congregation and community. There is more and more of a 
connection. It is great.” 

While the storms left much of the city in ruins, great friendships, a sense of trust, and exciting 
partnerships were forged among members of several United Methodist congregations, said 
Laura Haygood, a member of Albany First United Methodist Church.  

After the first storms swept through Albany, members of El Faro worked tirelessly washing, 
drying, and folding laundry and moving limbs and debris from yards and homes to help 
members of Albany First United Methodist Church, Porterfield Memorial United Methodist 
Church, and other Dougherty County churches clean up and recover. 

After the second set of storms hit the El Faro community so hard, those same congregations 
responded immediately to help. Albany First UMC turned their gymnasium into a shelter and 
housed El Faro members who were displaced by the storm. Porterfield UMC, through their 
Loads of Love ministry, laundered members’ clothing and bedding for several days. Other area 
churches provided donated goods, meals, and other needed assistance. 

“We are sister churches and we care and support one another,” Haygood said. “It has been fun 
to open our eyes and to get to know other brothers and sisters in Christ.” 

mailto:kara@sgaumc.com
mailto:kelly@sgaumc.com


Albany First UMC walked alongside the El Faro congregation long after the winds subsided, 
helping members settle into their day-to-day lives by purchasing new school uniforms and 
school supplies and helping them find affordable housing and furnishing. 

Experiencing the generosity of the community, the Conference, and God has been 
overwhelming, Haygood said. More than $100,000 in donations, earmarked for El Faro and 
storm recovery, was given to the church. That’s in addition to the furniture, food, clothing, and 
other items donated by people from all over the country.  

Out of that abundance the El Faro congregation’s needs were met, other local families were 
helped, and Albany First UMC was able to send money to Texas to help with Hurricane Harvey 
relief efforts. 

Vitality, growth, baptisms, weddings, unity, and friendships. Rev. Diaz says he has an 
overwhelming sense of gratitude for the love, prayers, and support. 
 
As she looks back over the year, Haygood sees God’s hand in all that’s happened. 
 
“What man makes for evil God used for good,” she said. “We see the amazing, beautiful 
relationships that have formed because of this. It brought more people to church and helped 
people realize our need for God. God has been at work and has used this for His glory.” 
 
 
******************************************************************************
Relief supplies, cleaning kits help after floods, hurricanes 
 
By Kara Witherow, Editor 
 
Revs. Alaina and Greg Harrison weren’t sure what to think when they arrived at Wesley United 
Methodist Church in Macon and saw hundreds of plastic five-gallon buckets stacked on the 
church’s fellowship hall stage. 
 
Eager to start their new appointment, they quickly learned the church was a drop-off location for 
UMCOR cleaning kits. Assembled kits had begun being dropped off pretty regularly after last 
January’s winter storms in the Southwest and South Central districts, and they decided to more 
fully educate the congregation about their necessity and uses after floods and hurricanes. 
 
“We started talking about (the cleaning kits) as a form of ministry,” Rev. Greg Harrison said. 
“We shared what we’re doing and why, and where all of this goes.”  
 



After Hurricanes Harvey and Irma caused such widespread damage, cleaning kits poured in from 
all over the conference. At least twice a week people drove from Columbus, Swainsboro, and 
elsewhere to deliver buckets. 
 
The church has two sheds, and at one point both were packed so full of cleaning kits that church 
leaders began stacking them on the church’s fellowship hall stage.  
 
“We had stacks of buckets six feet high - taller than me - going across the stage in the fellowship 
hall,” Rev. Harrison said. “It’s been really cool and it’s been an exercise in flexibility, for sure!” 
 
Rev. Harrison was able to share with the congregation his personal experiences working with the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and using cleaning kits while on mission 
trips. He took a team to South Carolina after that state experienced historic flooding in 2015, and 
while there they used cleaning kits to muck out flooded homes. Cleaning kits are vitally 
important to the work done after storms and floods, he said.  
 
“Someone’s going to use this to unearth the interior of their house after it floods,” he said. 
“Someone’s going to use this to to clean the mold off the walls of their home. Volunteers are 
going to go into houses while the homeowners are still evacuated and they’re going to use these 
supplies so the homeowners don’t have to.  
 
“It was a very powerful moment to illustrate the strength of the connection and it was a moment 
to see how effective and good the connection is. It was exciting.” 
 
The connection came through, too, for several congregations and individuals within the South 
Georgia Conference as cleaning kits from across the conference were assembled, sent out, and 
then came back and used in the conference to clean up after Hurricane Irma. Kits from the 
UMCOR warehouse in Decatur, Ala. were sent to Albany and used by members of El Faro, a 
Hispanic United Methodist congregation, after last January’s storms.  
 
“This past year the response for collections following Harvey, Irma, and Maria was phenomenal 
and required several trips to the UMCOR network warehouse in Decatur, Ala.,” said Allison 
Lindsey, Associate Director for the Office of Connectional Ministries. “When the January 
tornadoes hit, it was from this warehouse that 200 cleaning buckets were delivered within a day. 
I am so grateful for the local churches assembling relief supplies; for churches in the districts 
who facilitated regional drop-off locations; for Wesley UMC for their ministry as a 
Conference-wide central drop-off location; and for The Avants, members at Centerville UMC, 
who made several trips for us to deliver buckets into the network to be used where needed.”  
 

https://www.umcna.org/disasterwarehouse
https://www.umcna.org/disasterwarehouse


Interested in making a cleaning kit? It’s easy! Click here for information. Contact Rev. Greg 
Harrison at geharrison313@gmail.com to coordinate drop off. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Morales serves as UMCOR consultant; helps Puerto Ricans recover 

 
By Kara Witherow, Editor 
 
Luis Morales, Disaster Coordinator for the South Georgia Conference, has traveled to his native 
Puerto Rico four times since Hurricane Maria devastated the island last September.  
 
Serving as a consultant for the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) since October 
Morales has helped the Methodist Church of Puerto Rico devise a relief strategy and recovery 
plan. 
 
To date, more than 11,000 bags of food and 48,960 bottles water have been distributed, helping 
more than 27,000 people. Five locations serve up to 230 hot meals daily, and more than 25,000 
meals have been served. Basic needs are being met by the 32,000 hygiene kits; 3,000 feminine 
kits; 11,000 school kits; 3,000 mosquito repellents; and hundreds of solar lamps, solar chargers, 
solar radios, clothes, batteries, and other basic necessities that have been distributed. 
 
“Churches have been the ones reaching the people,” Morales said. “The state agencies and the 
federal government were slow to start, so the churches have been the key to the relief effort.” 
 
Some towns and communities haven’t yet been reached by the government, he said, and many 
are still without power some four months later. The island’s infrastructure is still heavily 
damaged and utilities are unreliable, and it will take years, according to Morales, for a sense of 
normalcy to return. 
 
Safe, secure housing is the biggest need, Morales said, and Early Response Teams are now being 
invited and received to help rebuild. 
 
United Methodist case managers are also beginning to work with homeowners to rebuild their 
homes and lives. UMCOR, known for case management, has trained 10 case managers and 
dispatched them to 10 locations to work with families. 
 
“It’s not just reconstruction of the structure,” Morales said of the work case managers do with 
families. “It’s really rebuilding the entire household back to working condition.”  

http://www.umcor.org/umcor/relief-supplies/relief-supply-kits/cleaning
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While in Puerto Rico Morales also taught four Early Response Team training classes and 
anticipates teaching two more. By spring he hopes to train several ERT-certified Puerto Ricans 
so they can then become instructors. Morales also translated the ERT English manual into 
Spanish.  
 
Puerto Rico has a plan for the future and is executing it, Morales said, but it will take years to 
rebuild what was destroyed.  
 
Morales asks South Georgia United Methodists to remember Puerto Ricans in their prayers. 
 
“Pray,” he said. “The hope that people have is because of prayers and their faith. Continue 
praying. Don’t forget them. Our brothers and sisters in the Caribbean are still suffering.”  
 
Interested in helping or serving? Visit www.sgaumc.org/disasterresponse or email Luis Morales 
at morhilll@gmail.com.  
 
****************************************************************************** 
Building Capacity: Where we are now 
 
By Allison Lindsey, Associate Director of Connectional Ministries 
 
Building capacity - described as the process of developing and strengthening the skills, instincts, 
abilities, processes, and resources needed to survive, adapt, and thrive - has been a key phrase 
among conference leaders this past year when it comes to disaster response.  
  
Admittedly, disaster response becomes very challenging in that as you move out of a disaster 
event, the awareness and interest fades over time and the sense of urgency to be prepared is 
forgotten by most. Up until our most recent events, South Georgia had not seen this magnitude of 
devastation since the Albany floods of 1994. Because of this large time gap, we have found 
ourselves in a rebuilding mode around all facets of our conference disaster response ministry.  
 
Looking back over the past 15 months, beginning with the impact of Hurricane Matthew in 2016 
and the winds, tornadoes and hurricanes in 2017, I am amazed and proud of the capacity the 
South Georgia Conference has built and will continue to build around disaster response. 
 
The key to building our capacity has been resources: financial, material (relief supplies) and 
people - volunteers being the hands and feet to reach out and help those in need. One thing that 
has been so clearly evident as we have walked alongside of communities following these 

http://www.sgaumc.org/disasterresponse
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catastrophic events is the great strength in the connection as United Methodists have provided 
the necessary resources to respond. 
  
Trainings 
In 15 months, 225 volunteers were trained and badged as Early Response Team (ERT) 
volunteers. In addition, 64 ERT volunteers received chainsaw training. Our Conference is 
grateful to Rev. Rick Hamilton (Lakeland UMC) who has served many years as our ERT trainer. 
We now have two certified ERT trainers in addition to four individuals from our Conference 
who attended the UMCOR Train the Trainer intensive and are working on their certification. 
Rick Dorer (Pierce Chapel UMC) and David Aman (Trinity UMC, Warner Robins) currently 
lead the chainsaw operator training and their background and experience have been valuable 
resources.  
 
Conference staff and leaders continue to be trained through the Southeastern Jurisdictional 
Disaster Academy and through the UMCOR Disaster Symposium at Sager Brown. These 
specialized trainings allow us to share best practice and provide networking opportunities with 
other Annual Conferences.  
 
  
Case Management 
The United Methodist Church’s “niche” in disaster response is Case Management. Our 
Conference provided UMCOR Case Management training in Albany last Spring, which brought 
together faith based groups from the Albany area. Rev. Stacey Harwell-Dye, who is a case 
manager in the Savannah area following Hurricane Matthew, was also part of the training and is 
now looking  looking to continue this ministry for those impacted by Hurricane Irma. Ed 
Haggerty (Avalon UMC) is playing a vital role in representing the South Georgia Conference 
with Albany Relief & Recovery, the long-term recovery group for Dougherty County. South 
Georgia will be providing this training for the coastal communities next month. 
 
Donations and Grants 
Our capacity and response to the unmet needs have been undergirded by the generous donations 
of our members, churches, people from all over the country, and through UMCOR grants. We 
were also recently awarded a National VOAD (Volunteer Organizations Active in Disaster) grant 
for computers, printers, and the technology needed for case management. 
 
Prepare and plan 
Last year it was inspiring to see the ways that churches were meeting needs, rolling up their 
sleeves and helping in clean-up efforts, assembling relief supplies, and offering radical 
hospitality in sheltering. 

https://www.sgaumc.org/erttrainings


 
During the months-long Okefenokee Swamp fire in spring 2017, Folkston UMC fed 450 first 
responders. And as the community of Adel mourned the loss of lives following the January 
tornado, Adel UMC received donations to assist families with funeral costs when they became 
aware of the need. 
 
As you can see, churches have an amazing opportunity to have a presence in their communities 
and show the love of God following a disaster, but being proactive and prepared is essential.  
  
If you and your church would like to explore ways you can prepare and plan to minister to your 
community, The Office of Connectional Ministries is hosting three training events February 
through April using UMCOR’s “Connecting Neighbors” curriculum as the foundation. Breakout 
sessions will include sheltering and Spiritual and Emotional Care. Through the connection, 
equipping our local churches provides valuable resources and strengthens our Conference 
response. For more information and to register, click here. 
 
In addition, Luis Morales (Centerville UMC), who serves as our Conference Disaster 
Coordinator and has tirelessly coordinated resources, trainings and the work teams that have 
come into our area, is working to have all six District Disaster Response Coordinators in place. 
We will be encouraging each local church to find someone passionate about this ministry that 
could be a point person for your local church to assist the district, which assists the Conference. 
The connection offers us maximized capacity.  
  
Thank You 
I have only shared the tip of the iceberg, and I hope this provides a glimpse of where we are now 
and how we arrived. Although we have come so very far, there is still much work to do.  
 
To call 2017 a steep learning curve for me personally would be an understatement. I personally 
have built capacity and with each event have felt better equipped for the next disaster - since we 
know disasters are not an if, but when - now having walked through three hurricanes, one 
wildfire, streamline winds and tornadoes, all within a 15 month time span.  
 
Thank you for the many ways each of you have supported our work through your prayers, gifts, 
service, and witness. For more information about the Conference Disaster Response Ministry, 
please feel free to contact me.  
  
Allison Lindsey 
allison@sgaumc.com  
 

https://www.sgaumc.org/connectingneighbors
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****************************************************************************** 
Clergy Compensation List now available online 
 
The 2018 Clergy Compensation List is now available online to view: 
www.sgaumc.org/clergycompensationlist. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
 
Clergy Day Apart will focus on fresh approaches to preaching 
 
A Clergy Day Apart is set for February 12 at Harvest Church in Byron from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Registration and gathering time will begin at 9:30 a.m. This Day Apart, intended for all 
clergy in the South Georgia Conference, will offer mental, spiritual, emotional, and vocational 
renewal through the inspiring leadership of the Rev. Jerry Herships. In the midst of therapeutic 
laughter clergy will find fresh approaches to preaching so that we can be Alive Together in 
Worship.  
 
Rev. Jerry Herships, a UMC pastor in the Denver, Colorado area, and Mrs. Claire Bowen, a 
corporate consultant and longtime member of Peachtree Road United Methodist Church in 
Atlanta, will be our guests for the day.  
 
Jerry’s story is intriguing: former bartender/stand-up comic/mall Santa hears God’s call to leave 
the bright lights of show biz and dedicate his life to doing the Lord’s work. 
 
Jerry was born in Detroit and lived in both L.A. and Orlando, working in radio, television, and 
film. During Jerry’s stand-up career, he worked with Dick Clark and Jerry Seinfeld and was a 
contract writer for Jay Leno. He earned his Master's of Divinity from Iliff School of Theology 
and was ordained in The United Methodist Church in 2009. Twice while in seminary Jerry won 
the Best Preaching Award. 
 
Jerry was appointed to plant a new church, AfterHours Denver, in the downtown metro area, 
focusing on the poor and spiritually independent. He is Chief Love Monger and Lead Spiritual 
Entrepreneur of that faith and action community. AfterHours Denver currently hands out food, 
water, and communion to 700+ people each week in Civic Center Park. In recent years, 
AfterHours has been written about in the Denver Post, Denver’s 5280 Magazine, and has been 
profiled on a number of network affiliates. 
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The topic for the Day Apart is, “That’ll Preach! How to Make Your Message Stick.” Jerry will 
explore his innovative techniques to engage all personality types through sermons. Clergy will 
walk away with practical knowledge to further engage your congregations. 
  
Claire will facilitate a 15-minute Communications Style Preference assessment at the beginning 
of our session that will allow participants to better understand how to engage with differing 
personalities. 
  
Clergy are asked to bring a rough-draft sermon that is not Wifi dependent. Time will be given to 
break break into small groups to work on it together.  
  
Participants can expect great laughter, lots of fun, and a sermon that will preach and stick.  
 
Registration is $15 and includes lunch. Click here to register. Questions? Contact Allison 
Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com.  
 
****************************************************************************** 
Commission on a Way Forward prepares updated report to bishops 
 
DALLAS - The Commission on a Way Forward is nearing the completion of its task of making 
recommendations of possible ways forward for The United Methodist Church regarding the 
inclusion of LGBTQ persons in this global denomination. 
 
The 32-member Commission concluded its three-day meeting in Dallas, Texas, on Saturday after 
reworking sketches of possible models of the future of the denomination that will be part of the 
final report to the Council of Bishops in May. 
 
Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball, one of the moderators of the Commission, noted that the members 
who have had six meetings since January last year, are confident that the Commission will 
succeed in its work. 
 
“The common work of God’s spirit moves in each one of our lives.  The spiritual gifts that are 
gifted to each of us by God are given to be used for the common good of all people.  It is this 
Spirit that both unifies us and inspires us to use the diversity of spiritual gifts to be visionaries 
and to consider the whole realm of what is possible; to dream dreams, big dreams, to the glory of 
God.” 
 
She said the Commission, in the unity of God’s Spirit, continues to take a fresh look at the 
church and what is possible. 

https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/ClergyDayApart2018
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“We seek a way forward for The United Methodist Church that strengthens and expands Christ’s 
mission in ways that value and enable the Church to reach more people in different contexts 
around the world and to minister with faithfulness, humility, creativity, and generosity,” said 
Bishop Steiner Ball. 
 
Council of Bishops President Bishop Bruce Ough and Area Resident Bishop Michael McKee 
both addressed the members on Thursday, the first day of the meeting. 
 
“Time is running short and we need to focus. Simple is better than complex. Reasonable detail is 
better than ambiguity. Fewer disciplinary changes is better than more. Honor the parameters and 
values of the Mission, Vision and Scope document -  unity, contextualization and enhanced 
mission,” said Bishop Ough. 
 
Bishop Ough also asked the Commission to provide the Council with a draft theological 
statement that both informs the structural models and creates a compelling narrative for the 
models. 
 
Each day of the three-day meeting began with devotions that were led by the moderators, Bishop 
Steiner Ball, Bishop Ken Carter and Bishop David Yemba, using the 1 Corinthians 12 scripture 
on the importance of being one body of Christ despite the differences. 
 
In reviewing the feedback from the Council of Bishops, the Commission worked on 
incorporating the UMC theological foundation in proposed models for the future of the UMC. 
 
“We understand that a way forward must go deeper than structural change and legislative 
revision.  A way forward for the church draws upon the deep consensus of all that we believe 
and teach, especially about the grace of God which leads to mission and holiness, “said Bishop 
Carter as he reflected on the theological work. 
 
“At the same time, we approach this theological work with a ‘convicted humility’—we are 
grounded in important convictions, and yet we ‘see through a glass darkly,’ in Paul’s words, and 
so we hold these convictions with humility before God and each other,” he added. 
 
The Commission members also discussed the importance of maintaining the missional focus of 
the UMC in any future structural changes. 
 
“As the commission continues its efforts to dream anew, it also continues to work to paint a 
picture of the dream for people in ways they can catch glimpses of and have hope for a wholly 



and holy way forward that enables the UMC to better reach new people, and more people with 
the good news of Jesus Christ in all parts and contexts of the world.” Bishop Steiner Ball noted. 
 
With Central Conferences being integral parts of any way forward, the Commission spent time 
working on how those conferences outside of the United States would be incorporated in any 
possible structural models in this global denomination. 
 
“We are a global church and every decision we make should be seen in that context,” noted 
Bishop Yemba as he shared a report on Central Conferences. “As the United Methodist Church 
continues the struggle on how to find a way forward on the burning issue of human sexuality, we 
need to continue using our collective wisdom as Connection in order to create space and 
flexibility that allow central conferences to stay and work together to fulfill our missional 
mandate.” 
 
Bishop Yemba further noted that: “Many United Methodists outside of the United States would 
like to see the context be taken into consideration seriously. Whatever models the Council of 
Bishops will come up with and recommend to General Conference as a way forward, it is 
expected that such a recommendation will provide space to focus on what unites us and not what 
separates us as well as what we can say together as basic principles on human sexuality in the 
light of the Gospel.” 
 
The Commission plans to share its reworked models of possible ways forward with the Council 
of Bishops next month at a meeting that has been called to specifically hear more from the 
Commission. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Campus Crawl: A United Methodist College Tour for High School Students 
 
Are you a high school student who wants to tour colleges to find the one that is right for you? 
Are you a parent who wants your high school student to tour college campuses, but don’t want to 
spend every Saturday doing it? 
 
The North and South Georgia Conferences are teaming up with United Methodist college 
presidents and campus ministries to offer Campus Crawl - a retreat for high school students 
(9th-12th grade) designed to introduce them to campus ministries, bring them to college 
campuses in Georgia, and help parents know the nuts and bolts of what's needed in the transition 
to college. 
 



The tour begins Thursday night, February 22 and ends Sunday, February 25. Note to South 
Georgia students: We're working on a meet-up at Wesleyan College in Macon to take a van(s) to 
Atlanta for the bus tour. Stay tuned! 
 
The tour includes campus visits to: 
 

● Emory University 
● Clark Atlanta University 
● LaGrange College 
● Wesleyan College 
● Mercer University 
● Georgia College and State University 
● University of Georgia  
● Oxford College of Emory University 

 
And presentations from: 
 

● Paine College 
● Young Harris College 
● Andrew College 
● and more! 
●  

Parents are invited to attend the closing informational session at Oxford (on the campus of 
Emory at Oxford) where college representatives will have information on financial applications, 
preparing your child for the transition, how and when to apply, testing, and the importance of 
getting involved in a faith community while at college. 
 
The cost of $75 per student and includes a tour bus, meals, lodging, and a t-shirt. This inaugural 
Campus Crawl is limited to 50 high school students. Participants may sign up as individuals or 
with a church group. Groups of six or more are asked to provide a chaperone. Grab your seat on 
the bus now!  For those unable to go on the tour, join the Campus Rally on Sunday at Oxford 
College in Covington.  
 
For more information, contact Suzanne Akins in the Office of Connectional Ministries at 
suzanne@sgaumc.com. Click here to register. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
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Attend a Connecting Neighbors training to better prepare and respond to 

emergencies 
 
The Office of Connectional Ministries is hosting three one-day Connecting Neighbors training 
events, designed to equip and empower individuals and local churches to be a presence in their 
community (and beyond) in the event of a natural or man-made catastrophic event. 
 
"Connecting Neighbors” is UMCOR’s recently-updated program that gives congregations the 
tools and information they need to guide the development of their disaster-response ministries. 
Congregations that invest their time in “Connecting Neighbors” training are better prepared for 
what emergencies may come, able to draw on local resources more quickly in the wake of a 
disaster and more confident that United Methodists will be a resource for community recovery. 
 
Too often we only think about disasters when they strike.  When a disaster does strike (and it 
will) the community turns to the church for refuge, support, comfort, and hope.  Are you 
prepared? The truth is, we can be preparing as individual disciples, as congregations, and as 
communities to prepare for and mitigate the effects of the next disaster.  
 
The cost is $10 and includes lunch and materials. For questions or additional information, 
contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642. Use this promotional flyer to 
gather a group from your church to attend. 
 
February 10, 2018 Pittman Park UMC, Statesboro  
Register here 
 
March 10, 2018 Riverside UMC, Macon 
Register here  
 
April 28, 2018 Tifton FUMC, Tifton 
Register here 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Register today for the 2018 Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat! 
 
The 16th Annual South Georgia Conference Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat will be held 
March 2-4 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. 
 

https://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/Connecting+Neighbors+Promotional+Flyer.docx.pdf
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/CNPittmanPark
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/CNPittmanPark
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/CNRiversideUMC
https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/CNTiftonUMC


Designed for students in the fifth grade and above, the “Join the Journey” Confirmation Retreat 
will provide churches of all sizes an opportunity to connect with others through worship, study, 
and fellowship. The event will also include large group gatherings around the church seasons and 
breakout sessions with topics of grace, United Methodist History and United Methodist lingo as 
well as Holy Clubs throughout the weekend. 
 
Not meant to be the only confirmation youth go through, the Confirmation Retreat should be 
complementary to what a church is or will be doing. 
 
Registration is NOW OPEN FOR ALL CHURCHES. Click here to register your group. 
 
For more information, click here or contact Event Coordinator Suzanne Akins at 
suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Multicultural Luncheon Worship Workshop set for Feb. 3 
 
The Second Annual Multicultural Luncheon will be held February 3, 2018, from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at Centenary UMC, Macon. The 2018 theme is Worship, celebrating and engaging in 
diversity through worship and music development. The workshop presenter will be Rev. Dr. 
Cynthia Wilson, Assistant General Secretary, Leadership Ministries. There is a small cost of $6 
for lunch. Register here. The Workshop flyer is attached here; please share it with congregations. 
For more information, contact Earnestine Campbell at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  
 
****************************************************************************** 
A Strong Faith 
 
Winter Quarter: Faith in Action 
Unit 2: A Living Faith in God 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of January 28, 2018 
By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 
 
Scripture Lesson: Daniel 10: 10-19 
Background Scripture: Daniel chapters 10 and 11 
 
In this final lesson from the Book of Daniel we encounter a new kind of biblical 
literature—apocalyptic. The word means “revelation” or “disclosure.” The timeline is always in 

https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/Confirmation2018
http://www.sgaumc.org/confirmation
mailto:suzanne@sgaumc.com
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!yXTgMA7XiNwi0IZbtjZzbKPKrvws77cKwmaG2Ef2Cnt
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!J5tP-3mS-tNFRhn6ZgUYnNIEvJai5EZnQmm1oyqOLXP
mailto:earnestine@sgaumc.com


the future, but dating is not the intention. Encouragement that God is in control is the primary 
focus.  
 
These chapters conclude the book with a visionary experience, which leaves Daniel weak and 
exhausted. The lesson’s scripture is part of the introduction to the very detailed vision of the 
conflict elaborated in chapters 11 and 12.  
 
There is a date given in 10:1: the third year of the reign of Cyrus. Also, Daniel’s captive name, 
“Beltechazzar,” is used, indicating the Persian ruler was not as benign as is sometimes thought. 
Remember, his edict had allowed some of the Jewish people to begin their long trek back home 
to Jerusalem.  
 
The “word” came to Daniel in the form of a spoken message rather than a vision. As The New 
Interpreter’s Bible emphasizes, this is the first time in scripture the nature of the visionary 
experience is as much auditory as visual.  
 
Another unique bit of information in these first verses is Daniel’s pre-visionary preparations. As 
with his fervent prayer in chapter 9, Daniel has fasted for three weeks, an unusually long time, 
and these weeks are dated during Passover, a time of celebration and feasting. Maybe Daniel’s 
mourning/fasting during the Jewish celebration of liberation from slavery in Egypt emphasizes 
his own personal continued lack of freedom. Others have returned to Jerusalem, but he remains 
in Babylon.  
 
He is confronted on the banks of the Tigris by a stunning figure in human form. Without 
belaboring the details, most scholars identify this personage as Gabriel, who will appear again 
later in the vision. Obviously, there are both hearing and seeing aspects to the “word” Daniel 
receives. Confronted and overwhelmed, Daniel falls into a deep sleep. 
 
At this point in the account, our scripture for today begins. He is exhausted and overwhelmed, 
both physically and emotionally, and he feels alone. In our stress-filled lives, the most damaging 
aspect often can be that feeling that no one else cares or understands. When we face life alone, 
we will succumb and collapse. Like Daniel, we can discover we are not alone! Thank God! 
Three times in the next few verses, he is lifted up and strengthened for the task to come.  (vs. 
10,16,18) 
 
Listen to what the messenger says to Daniel: “You are greatly beloved (NRSV) or esteemed 
(NIV).” He gives two commands to Daniel to stand up and not to be afraid. Here God’s beloved 
is brought to his feet and equipped for the difficult task of grasping what is to come. God’s 
response to his prayer in Chapter 9 and here is because Daniel has set his mind and heart on the 



matters of God’s purposes in the world. Daniel’s humility and perseverance has come to the 
attention of God and the messenger has been sent to explain what will happen.  
 
When we are confronted by life’s blows that leave us exhausted and broken down, we too can 
hear the same words given to Daniel. We know God loves us, and we can hear the resounding 
words repeated again and again in scripture, “FEAR NOT!” “BE NOT AFRAID!” To the 
shepherds on the hillside, from Jesus to his disciples in the storm rocked boat, and to you and 
me, God calls us his beloved and removes our fears. Listen to the angels sing in this holy season! 
 
This message is not one of “pie in the sky by and by.” Very quickly Daniel is brought back to the 
reality of the present, with reference to the authority of the Persian ruler, who seems to be in 
control and even resisting the leading of God. (vs. 13)  
 
At this point, Daniel is shown the future and what will happen to the Hebrew people (vs. 14). 
Here is evidence of one of the hallmarks of apocalyptic literature—the future, not as a fortune 
teller, but as assurance God is in ultimate control. The future, as revealed in the events described 
in chapters 11 and 12, is filled with conflict and strife. War is vicious and cruel, and innocent 
people are often the victims. Biblical conflicts are no different. 
 
In his exhausted state, Daniel was speechless until the messenger touched his lips and loosened 
his tongue. He expresses feelings of anguish, helplessness, and the inability to even 
communicate!  
 
We have a dear friend of more than 60 years who recently lost a son to a deadly bacterial 
infection. In our conversations, he has conveyed the same feelings Daniel reveals in this 
scripture. Life’s unfairness can do that to us. We find it difficult even to talk with God.  
 
In the closing verse of today’s lesson, Daniel affirms the action of the divine messenger. He was 
touched! How powerful is the sense of touch! We shake hands, we pat each other on the back, 
we hug, and we kiss our beloved—all part of the gift of touch we are given, and in each 
circumstance something is communicated. Never hesitate to show the appropriate expression to 
another human being. You never know the impact of your touch! 
 
A little boy’s best friend was struck and killed riding his bike. He went next door to visit the 
mother and was gone a long time. When he finally came home, his mother asked why he was 
away so long. His answer is classic: “We didn’t talk. I just climbed up and sat in her lap while 
we cried.”  
 



Daniel finds strength for the future by the heavenly touch! Why today’s scripture ends at verse 
18 is a mystery to us, but listen to this final admonition: “Do not be afraid, O man highly 
esteemed. Be strong now; be strong.” (vs.19) Maybe someone in your class needs to hear those 
words—it may even be you! 
 
Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  
 
****************************************************************************** 
Faith without Works is Dead 
 
Winter Quarter: Faith in Action 
Unit 3: Self-Controlled, Upright, and Godly Faith 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of February 4, 2018 
By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 
 
Scripture Lesson: James 2: 14-26 
 
Communicating is hard work! We have been married for more than 60 years, and making 
ourselves understood to the other is sometimes still difficult! The early Church had the same 
problem. Earlier this quarter we had lessons based upon the Book of Acts, when Paul was taking 
the message of Jesus to the wider Roman world. Most of those who received and accepted Jesus 
were formerly pagan (worshipping multiple deities). Some of those who became Christian had 
been faithful Jews. Inevitably, there were tensions between the two groups. 
 
In this final unit of the quarter, our first two lessons will be based upon the Book of James. The 
author makes clear in 1:1 to whom he writes: “To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations.” 
Even before the destruction of the Temple and the sacking of Jerusalem by the Romans in 60 
AD, Jews had been scattered all over the known world. With difficulty, they maintained their 
identity as Jews. 
 
Sometimes we see a conflict between Paul’s emphasis upon faith alone (sola fide), and James’ 
emphasis on works as a sign of faith. In this lesson we hope you will understand James is not 
denying salvation by faith, but showing the results of a saving faith. Is there a place for good 
works without falling back into the mentality of keeping rules to please God? James addresses 
this dilemma in the first century, and the dilemma still resonates today. 
 
James’ style is to ask questions and give his answer. He begins with, “What good is it to claim 
faith and have no deeds to show it?” Or to put it another way, “Is faith without works a saving 
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faith?” Before his answer James uses two very practical examples—food and clothing. Good 
intentions and good thoughts don’t provide for the needs of people. A blessing and good wishes 
does nothing to feed or clothe. James echoes Jesus’ parable of the sheep and the goats in 
Matthew 25. (Remember Matthew was also writing to a Jewish audience!) 
 
The Church has always had persons claiming to have faith but not living it. To James this was an 
oxymoron! When Jesus saves, there are no loopholes or escape clauses. 
 
Our problem is one of communication and the meaning of words. The issue for Paul and the 
Gentile converts focused on the Mosaic Law with its emphasis on circumcision and the dietary 
laws. In Romans he states: “We consider a person is considered righteous by faith, apart from 
what is accomplished under the Law.” (Romans 3:28) The Leader’s guide suggests we compare 
Galatians 5:3 and James 2:10 to see their agreement over keeping the Law—it is all or nothing! 
For Paul, “works” meant keeping the Law, but this is not what James means by “works.” 
 
The Jewish covenant faith had always linked obedience to God with caring for those who were 
the marginalized in society. In an earlier verse, James called Leviticus 19:18 “the Royal Law: 
‘love your neighbor as yourself.’” For James, the essence of the Mosaic Law was living out the 
faith in every aspect of life—particularly as related to persons. Faith without this dimension of 
works is dead—it’s not faith at all! (vs. 17) We love how he states it: “faith by itself, if not 
accompanied by action, is dead.” (NIV) 
 
Next, James devastates the argument for an intellectualized faith by declaring even the demons 
believe in God. Maybe it’s not too strong to recall the words from the musical “My Fair 
Lady”—if you’re in love, show me! The Christian faith is a “show and tell” life. We show our 
faith by what we do and say. Saving faith is not about “going to heaven,” but participating in the 
work of God’s Kingdom. Jesus had said to His disciples, “If you love me you will keep my 
commandments”—not rules, but a way of living the world will see and recognize.  
 
Next, James uses Abraham as an example of faith (trust) being expressed in the offering of Isaac. 
Both Paul and James use Abraham as a prime example of faith in God. For Paul, the beginning 
point is Abraham’s faith, and he is “justified” (righteous—made right) in God’s sight. For James, 
it is Abraham’s willingness to act on his faith in God by trusting Isaac to God.  
 
James is very specific in describing the dynamic of the interaction between faith and 
works/deeds. Verse 27 could not be any clearer: “You see his faith and his actions were working 
together, and his faith was made complete by what he did.” 
 



James uses a second illustration, surely shocking to his Jewish Christian readers! Rahab, the 
prostitute in Jericho, becomes another example of faith and works in partnership, as she lies to 
protect the Jewish spies from the king’s searchers. Her declaration of faith in the Hebrew God is 
matched by a dangerous action. (See Joshua 2; 6:17-25) 
 
Finally, he closes with a truism, with which we all can identify: “As the body without the spirit is 
dead, so faith without works is dead.” We may have difficulty in identifying with Abraham or 
Rahab, but not with the difference between a dead body and a person who is alive. 
Life is a profound mystery. The body is only a temporary dwelling for the real person. When the 
spirit is absent, an empty, dead body is left. For James, a faith of the mind without heart and 
hands is as dead as a lifeless body. Isaiah said it long before James: “These people draw near to 
me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.” (Isaiah 29:13 
and Matthew 15:8) 
 
We and our churches need a “live” faith, not only saying right things, but taking obedience 
seriously. “Not all who say ‘Lord, Lord,’ but the one who does the will of my Father will enter 
the Kingdom.” “Walk the walk as well as talk the talk.” “I’d rather see a sermon than hear one 
any day.”  
 
We must not only believe in God, we must deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow Jesus. 
Active obedience is what it means to live by faith. Then and only then can we do what Jesus 
said: “Let your light shine before all that they may see your good works and glorify your Father 
in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) 
 
 Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  
 
****************************************************************************** 
When Love is Authentic  
 
Dr. Hal Brady 
 
In our time, the word,”Love” and it’s meaning have come in for a number of cheap shots. There 
is a kind of lip service to the whole idea of love, but everybody knows you can’t take it seriously. 
  
How desperately in our world today, we need to be reminded again that for Jesus, love is not 
simply one virtue among many others. For him, love is actually the foundation, the basic 
yardstick, for all norms in how we are to behave and act toward one another. 
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Authentic love, then, is not some kind of comfortable relationship between God and me. Nor is 
authentic love merely a feeling or a sentiment. Rather, authentic love is something you are that 
manifests itself in “doing good for others.” 
 
Initially, authentic love is not concerned about running out of power. It knows its source and is 
related to it. A minister shared an experience out of his own life. He said that his father worked 
for 47 years for the local bank in the town where he grew up. Everyone in that town knew Art 
Beringer because everyone in that town had banked with him. The minister recalled that when he 
was in high school, he was given the job of selling advertisements for the school yearbook. 
Overnight he said, he became a phenomenal success. He secured more ads from the local 
business people than had ever been sold before. As he said, “All I had to do was to introduce 
myself as ‘Art Berlinger’s’ son.” The minister noted, “I was a success because I was related to 
someone special in that community. 
 
Jurgen Moltmann, noted German Reformed theologian, stated, “Our capacity to love is always 
born out of the experience of being loved.” Authentic love has its source in its relationship to 
someone special in the community of faith. 
 
Paul declares in his letter to the Thessalonians, “May the Lord make you increase and abound in 
love for one another and for all”(l Thessalonians 3:12). May the Lord enable you to love is the 
notation. 
 
Next, authentic love is not concerned about who receives it! For this kind of love knows no 
limits and is for everyone. 
 
John Ruskin, leading Victorian art critic, stated that when he was a teenager he almost gave up 
faith because of a sermon he heard. “A little squeaking idiot,” he said, “was preaching to 
seventeen elderly women and three louts [bumpkins], that they were the elect of God, God’s 
chosen people, the only true children of God in the country, and that all people outside that 
chapel and beyond the boundaries of this valley would be damned.” 
 
How easily we tend to limit God’s love. We tend to limit God’s love when we try to monopolize 
it or narrow it down to our own group or section or province or nation or race or class or sex or 
denomination or even our own particular brand of faith. God’s love includes everybody. Again, 
Paul said, “For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth takes its name” (Ephesians 3:12). John added: “For God so loved the world...” (John 
3:16). The whole world!  
 



Though I am not a fisherman, we can always learn something about the inclusiveness of God’s 
love from fishing. When one goes fishing, one must deal with whatever shows up on the end of 
the line or in the fish net. One may have a preference but still must deal with whatever shoes up. 
 
In thinking about the kingdom of God, we must not forget the simple rules of etiquette espoused 
by Ann Landers and “Dear Abby,” “The making of the guest list is the prerogative not of the 
guests but of the host.” God’s love knows no limits and is for everyone. 
 
Finally, authentic love is not concerned with how much it costs! There’s a well-known story 
about Sam Rayburn, who was the Speaker of the House of Representatives for an historic 17 
years. One day he heard that a teenage daughter of a Capitol Hill reporter had died. The next 
morning very early there was a knock at the door of that reporter’s home. He opened the door, 
and to his surprise, there was Sam Rayburn, standing there. He said, “I just came by to see how 
you are doing.” They invited him in. He sat with them in the kitchen and volunteered to make 
coffee for them. While Sam Rayburn was making the coffee, the reporter remembered 
something. He said, “Aren’t you supposed to be at the White House for a breakfast with the 
President?” “I was,” Rayburn said, “but I called the President and told him that I had to sit with a 
friend.” 
 
Authentic love takes precedence over the agenda. It breaks the rules and knows no boundaries. It 
seeks to alleviate the pain of others. Authentic love acts! 
 
Jesus loved sacrificially, and He challenges us to do the same. Just before concluding, let me get 
practical. 
 

1. We love people tangibly!  
2. We love people in ways that are meaningful to them!  
3. We love people by forgiving them! 
4. We love people by walking in theIr shoes!  
5. We love people by doing justice! 
6. We love people by encouraging them! 
7. We love people-if you will, you finish it! 

  
At any rate, that’s authentic love. 
 
Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and 
offer encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries. 
 
****************************************************************************** 

http://www.halbradyministries.com/


Retired Clergy Birthdays - January 2018 
 
1/01 – Cindy H. Autry: 2958 Roswell Lane; Columbus, GA 31906  
1/01 – James Hancock: 4360 Manor Millwood Rd. S; Manor, GA 31550  
1/01 – Larry Roberts: 12 Foxfire Estates Circle; Waynesville, NC 28785  
1/01 – Dan Robinson: 222 N. Bobby St.; Lenox, GA 31637  
1/01 – Frank Terry: Lynn Haven; 747 Monticello Hwy., Room 55; Gray, GA, 31032 
1/02 – Sharon Loyley: 1544 Harris Ridge Rd.; Young Harris, GA 30582 
1/03 – Marcus Tripp: 3791 Overlook Dr.; Macon, GA 31204  
1/07 – Tommy Martin, III: 606 Chastain Place; Macon, GA 31210  
1/08 – Ken Banker: 220 W. Pecan St.; Surrency, GA 31563  
1/08 – Ernie Rogers: 1803 Pineknoll Lane; Albany, GA 31707  
1/08 – Gary Starrett: PO Box 113; Bolingbroke, GA 31004  
1/11 – V.L. Daughtery, Jr.: 3713 Bermuda Run; Valdosta, GA 31605  
1/12 – Eddie Braswell: 1110 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709  
1/12 – Grady Vance: 127-B Nina Dr.; Eatonton, GA 31024  
1/13 – Randy Nease: PO Box 1491; Springfield, GA 31329 
1/15 – Gary Morris: 177 Friendship Trail; Moultrie, GA 31788 
1/16 – J. Brooks Partain: 206 Eckles Rd.; Americus, GA 31719-2118  
1/17 – Ed Ellington: 675 Arthur Wolfe Rd.; Dublin, GA 31021  
1/18 – Steve Rumford: 130 Arlington Row; Macon, GA 31210  
1/21 – Billy Wicker, Jr.: 400 Ridgecrest Rd.; E. Dublin, GA 31021  
1/22 – Tom Davis, Jr.: 155 Twin Creek Ct.; Athens, GA 30605  
1/24 – Joe Dunagan: 116 Alabama Ave.; Macon, GA 31204  
1/25 – Frank Harris: 312 Brim Dr.; Macon, GA 31220  
1/27 – James Ford: 1751 G 8th St. NW; Hickory, NC 28601  
1/27 – Bill Jones: 106 Hilldale Circle; Vidalia, GA 30474 
1/30 – Harold Feightner: 107 Harvest Point; Warner Robins, GA 31088 
1/30 – Holland Morgan: 2 E. 62nd Street; Savannah, GA 31405 
 
****************************************************************************** 
OBITUARIES 
 
Rev. Charles L. Dennis 
Reverend Charles L. Dennis passed away Tuesday morning, January 16, 2018, at his residence. 
A celebration of the life of Rev. Dennis was held Friday, Jan. 19, 2018, at Friendship United 
Methodist Church (Donalsonville) with Rev. Norman Dunlap of Columbus, Rev. Kirk Loyless of 



Mineral Bluff, Rev. Garth Duke-Barton of Donalsonville, and Rev. James Scarborough of 
Donalsonville officiating. Interment followed in Friendship Memorial Gardens.  
 
Charles Dennis was born in Berlin, Maryland on December 19, 1934, to Harvey and Elva 
Widgeon Dennis. The family moved to Royston, Ga. where Charles finished high school at 
Emanuel Academy in Franklin Springs. He received his education at Young Harris College, The 
University of Mississippi, and the Chandler School of Theology at Emory University. Prior to 
the ministry, Charles was involved in radio broadcasting in Louisville, Ga.. He was named Mr. 
Dee-Jay USA by the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville during his radio years. 
 
He loved to preach but he also believed music was an arm of God’s ministry. He began singing 
at an early age and wrote and recorded over 200 songs. One of the joys of his life was singing 
with the Solid Rock Group in Columbus. 
 
In the South Georgia Conference since 1964, Charles served as pastor of Brewton Charge, 
Newington, Bloomingdale, Butler, Friendship in Donalsonville, Reynolds Chapel at Lake 
Seminole, and Striplin Terrace in Columbus. He retired from the pastorate to be The United 
Methodist Church Evangelist. He was privileged to preach and sing all over the USA and many 
foreign countries including: South Africa, Nigeria, Ghana, Mexico, Dominican Republic, Brazil, 
and St. Kitts Island. But his true love was the Navajos. He made several trips yearly to the 
reservation in New Mexico. Through his ministry he provided several vehicles for Navajo 
ministers, sent students to school, built and repaired churches and homes. He was selected by his 
fellow evangelists to be the President of the National Association of United Methodist 
Evangelists. During this time he was awarded the very prestigious Phillips Award and a few 
years later he was privileged to be able to present the Phillips Award to Franklin Graham. 
 
Please pray for his wife, Verna and their three children, his grandchildren, great- grandchildren 
as well as siblings, nieces and nephews 
 
Memorials may be made in his memory to FUMC in Donalsonville, The Lung Association or St. 
Jude Children’s Hospital. 
 
****************************************************************************** 

Scripture Readings - January 22 
 
 
Jan. 28 
Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 



Psalm 111 (UMH 832) 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
Mark 1:21-28 
 
Feb. 4 
Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany 
Isaiah 40:21-31 
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c (UMH 859) 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
Mark 1:29-39 
 
Feb. 11 
Transfiguration of the Lord 
2 Kings 2:1-12 
Psalm 50:1-6 (UMH 783) 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
Mark 9:2-9 
 
 

****************************************************************************** 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 1/22/2018 edition 
 
Bishop Bryan's calendar 
It’s now easier than ever to find out when and where Bishop Bryan will be preaching in your 
district and around the conference. Visit the updated calendar and events page on the conference 
website and look for the red highlighted dates. 
 
Winter Conference - Jan. 28-31 
Winter Conference, sponsored by Epworth By The Sea, is set for January 28-31, 2018. Bishop 
James Swanson and Bishop Lawson Bryan will participate in leading the conference. Dr. Ben 
Witherington, III, Professor of New Testament at Asbury Theological Seminary, will be the 
Bible teacher. More information: epworthbythesea.org/events/. 
 
Multicultural Worship Workshop - Feb. 3 
A Multicultural Worship Workshop will be held Saturday, February 3 at Centenary United 
Methodist Church in Macon. Time and registration details coming soon. Questions? Contact 
Rev. Earnestine Campbell, associate director of Connectional Ministries, at 
earnestine@sgaumc.com. The Workshop flyer is attached here; please share it with 
congregations. 
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Sexual Ethics Workshop - Feb. 3 
A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, 2018, at 
Camilla First United Methodist Church. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this 
workshop is required every three years for any person serving under appointment by the bishop 
(clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). The cost is $35, which 
includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to South Georgia 
Conference. Email questions to cpcassistant@sgaumc.com.  Please note that spouses and lay 
employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. Click 
here to register for the February workshop. 
 
UMVIM Team Leader Training - Feb. 10 
Have you been on a mission journey and would you like to take others to a destination to serve? 
Have you led teams before and would you be interested in sharing your experiences in other 
local churches to help them engage in mission opportunities both home and abroad by training 
team leaders? This training is designed for all who are interested in learning more about 
leadership and opportunities in missions. The training is scheduled for Feb. 10 from 10 a.m. until 
3 p.m. at St. Mark UMC in Douglas. The cost is $30 per person, which includes materials and 
lunch. Register here to attend this training. If your church would be interested in hosting an 
UMVIM training or for additional information, contact Dr. Gene Barber at 
hbarber781@bellsouth.net.  
 
Connecting Neighbors Training, Statesboro - Feb. 10 
The Connecting Neighbors training event features a one-day training hosted by The Office of 
Connectional Ministries designed to equip and empower individuals and local churches to be a 
presence in their community (and beyond) in the event of a natural or man-made catastrophic 
event. The cost is $10 and includes lunch and materials. For questions or additional information, 
contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642. Use this promotional flyer to 
gather a group from your church to attend. This training will be held February 10 at Pittman Park 
UMC in Statesboro. Register here. Click here for more information and the day's schedule.  
 
Andrew College Sunday - Feb. 11 
Founded in January 1854, Andrew College has continuously provided an academically 
challenging liberal arts education within a nurturing community for more than 160 years. A 
member of the South Georgia Conference, Andrew strives to inspire academic and spiritual 
growth across its historic 40-acre campus. The qualified faculty and caring staff engage with 
students in an intimate setting to encourage a lifelong love of learning and a strong sense of civic 
leadership. Students are regularly invited to strengthen their Christian discipleship through 
weekly chapel services and participation in a myriad of religious offerings. Andrew Sunday 
seeks to gain support for the College and identify prospective students. To learn more about 
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Andrew College - a United-Methodist affiliated institution in Cuthbert, Georgia - visit 
www.andrewcollege.edu. 
 
Clergy Day Apart - Feb. 12 
A Clergy Day Apart is set for February 12 at Harvest Church in Byron from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Registration and gathering time will begin at 9:30 a.m. This Day Apart, intended for all 
clergy in the South Georgia Conference, will offer mental, spiritual, emotional, and vocational 
renewal through the inspiring leadership of the Rev. Jerry Herships. In the midst of therapeutic 
laughter clergy will find fresh approaches to preaching so that we can be Alive Together in 
Worship. Rev. Jerry Herships, a UMC pastor in the Denver, Colorado area, and Mrs. Claire 
Bowen, a corporate consultant and longtime member of Peachtree Road United Methodist 
Church in Atlanta, will be our guests for the day. Click here for more information. 
 
Sexual Ethics Workshop - Feb. 15 
A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 15, 2018, in the 
Nalls Building at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. According to the Conference 
Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is required every three years for any person serving under 
appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). 
The cost is $35, which includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to 
South Georgia Conference. Email questions to cpcassistant@sgaumc.com.  Please note that 
spouses and lay employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the 
workshop. Click here to register for the February workshop. 
 
Volunteers In Mission Awareness Sunday - Feb. 18 
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) exists to promote, encourage, and enable 
Christians to exemplify “Christian Love In Action” through short-term mission service in the 
United States and abroad. UMVIM provides opportunities for service by developing and 
nurturing relationships with domestic and international leaders. They continually nurture their 
contacts with these leaders to respond to the needs of local communities and to provide 
comprehensive project information.  You can help support the work of UMVIM in the South 
Georgia Conference by giving an offering to support this vital ministry on this special Sunday. 
 
Kingdom Builders Promotion Sunday - Feb. 25 
You are blessed to be a blessing. We have been blessed to travel roads that were paved by those 
that went before us. Our lives have been changed by the investments they made. Now the torch 
has been passed to us to make the investments that will pave the road for the generation that will 
follow us. In 1962 the Kingdom Builders Club was started to change lives by funding new 
ministries and new congregations. Several of the largest congregations in South Georgia were 
started with funds from Kingdom Builders. In fact, the #1 and the #2 fastest growing United 
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Methodist Congregations in the U.S. over the past 10 years are both in our conference and you 
started them. Way to go South Georgia! Prayer is essential! The Kingdom Builders Club is 
about far more than starting churches. It is about changing lives! We have published a new daily 
devotional book entitled “Pray for 5.” This 40-day devotional is a tangible tool to help you and 
your friends change the lives of your family and friends. To obtain copies for all the people in 
your congregation simply ask your District Superintendent. Our hope is that this daily devotional 
book will ignite a movement of prayer that unlocks a wave of relational evangelism that helps 
new people come to know Jesus like we have. Funding is important. God sends people to 
congregations who are ready to minister to them. We need to be starting new ministries to 
connect with these new people. To reach people no one is reaching, we must start doing things 
no one is doing, which requires funding. Pray for your friends AND become a Kingdom Builder 
by making a financial investment today to the Kingdom Builders Advanced Special. Click here 
to download a Kingdom Builder support form. 
 
Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat - March 2-4 
Designed for students in the fifth grade and above, the “Join the Journey” Confirmation Retreat 
will provide churches of all sizes an opportunity to connect with others through worship, study, 
and fellowship.  The event will also include large group gatherings around the church seasons 
and breakout sessions with topics of grace, United Methodist History and United Methodist lingo 
as well as Holy Clubs throughout the weekend. Not meant to be the only confirmation youth go 
through, the Confirmation Retreat should be complementary to what a church is or will be doing. 
Click here for all the details. Registration is NOW OPEN for all South Georgia UM 
Churches. Registration for all other churches will open January 16. Click here to register your 
group.  
 
Connecting Neighbors Training, Macon - March 10 
The Connecting Neighbors training event features a one-day training hosted by The Office of 
Connectional Ministries designed to equip and empower individuals and local churches to be a 
presence in their community (and beyond) in the event of a natural or man-made catastrophic 
event. The cost is $10 and includes lunch and materials. For questions or additional information, 
contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642. Use this promotional flyer to 
gather a group from your church to attend. This training will be held March 10 at Riverside 
UMC in Macon. Register here. Click here for more information and the day's schedule.  
 
2018 SBC21 Annual Leadership & Development Conference - March 10 
The 2018 SBC21 Annual Leadership and Development Conference will be held Saturday, March 
10 from 9:30 a.m. until 4 p.m. Location and registration details coming soon. Questions? Contact 
Rev. Earnestine Campbell, associate director of Connectional Ministries, at 
earnestine@sgaumc.com.  
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UMCOR Sunday - March 11 
UMCOR Sunday (fourth Sunday in Lent) enables the United Methodist Committee on Relief to 
reach out through worldwide ministries of food, shelter, health and peace. A special offering is 
taken on this day to support humanitarian aid through the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR). You can be assured that when catastrophes cause suffering, your church, impelled by 
Jesus' love and compassion, will be in the lead to ease the pain. Gifts to the UMCOR Sunday 
offering underwrite UMCOR's "costs of doing business." That helps them keep their promise that 
100 percent of every other gift you make to a specific UMCOR project can be spent on that 
project - not on home office costs. To learn more about UMCOR or to order resources to 
promote the offering, visit www.umcor.org or call 888-346-3862. Click here for resources to 
help promote this offering in your local church. 
 
Wesley Glen Ministries' Cherry Blossom Road Race - March 17 
Join hundreds of runners for the 16th annual running of the Cherry Blossom Road Race for 
Wesley Glen Ministries. 5K and 10K races will begin at 9 AM with the Fun Run to start a few 
minutes later. Visit cherryblossomroadrace.com for more information. 
 
UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat - March 23-24 
he United Methodist Women of the South Georgia Conference will host their annual Spiritual 
Growth Retreat March 23-24, 2018, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. The retreat 
leader will be Yvette Richards, and Ivy Kratzer will serve as the Teen Women's Retreat Leader. 
Annie Akins will be the praise and worship leader. Click here to download the brochure. 
 
Connecting Neighbors Training, Tifton - April 28 
The Connecting Neighbors training event features a one-day training hosted by The Office of 
Connectional Ministries designed to equip and empower individuals and local churches to be a 
presence in their community (and beyond) in the event of a natural or man-made catastrophic 
event. The cost is $10 and includes lunch and materials. For questions or additional information, 
contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642. Use this promotional flyer to 
gather a group from your church to attend. This training will be held April 28 at Tifton First 
UMC. Register here. Click here for more information and the day's schedule.  
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