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Youth orchestra bolsters confidence, learning 
 
By Kara Witherow, Editor 
 
For 10 years Kim Jenkins had prayed that Open Door Community House would begin a music 
program. In the fall of 2016, that decade-long prayer was answered, but not exactly how Jenkins 
expected. 
 
Jenkins had long prayed for, and expected, that Open Door would have a gospel music program 
for the children who attend Mathews Promise Academy, the ministry’s after school and all day 
summer program. After all, the children love music and movement, so it seemed a likely fit.  
 
God answered her prayer not with a choir, but with the gift of 67 saxophones, flutes, clarinets, 
violins, violas, cellos, and other instruments. A donation from local Columbus music store 
Everything Musical, the instruments were well-used-but-playable rentals that had been returned 
and were going to be scrapped.  
 
And when music teacher and friend Tracy Leopard offered to teach the students to play, the 
Youth in Unison children’s orchestra was born. The program provides music instrument training 
three days per week.  
 
“This is beyond what we ever could have imagined,” said Jenkins, Open Door’s executive 
director.  
 
Begun January 2017, the Youth in Unison children’s orchestra’s purpose is twofold: to teach 
children music and to help them academically. 
 
Studies show that musical training - learning an instrument, not just listening to music - has a 
positive effect on brain development and even accelerates it in young children.  
 
“We’re learning about how learning to play a musical instrument really helps you academically,” 
Jenkins said. “Your ability to read is improved, your ability to process math, think creatively, 
and plan for the future is improved. Everything literally alters when you’re learning - not just 
listening - to play music. It really does change how your brain functions.” 
 



Diamond Hayes, 12, is a budding saxophonist in the Youth in Unison orchestra. The sixth grader 
began learning to play a musical instrument when former Brookstone High School senior Koyal 
Ansingkar taught violin to students in the Mathews Promise Academy program in the fall of 
2016. 
 
Hayes, who switched to learning the saxophone “because she likes instruments with keys,” has 
played the woodwind instrument for a year and says that learning and playing makes her feel 
good. 
 
“I practice a lot,” she said. “I bring my instrument home and practice to get the music right. It 
was hard to learn how to read music for the first time, but I feel good playing the saxophone.” 
 
Not only has she blossomed personally, Hayes has grown academically, too, and her mother and 
the Open Door leaders attribute it in large part to the music program. 
 
Hayes’ school teacher saw such an improvement in her reading that she sent a note home 
praising Hayes and informing her mother that Diamond had moved up an entire reading level in 
just five months.  
 
“She has shown me that her attitude, behavior, and confidence have gotten better and grown,” 
said Hayes’ mother Tasha Hayes.  
 
The benefits of learning to play a musical instrument are endless, says Leopard, who used to 
teach middle- and high-school band. 
 
“It teaches so many things,” she said. “It teaches discipline, teamwork, it gives confidence. You 
learn to think outside the box, you learn to think for yourself but also as part of a team, and you 
learn critical thinking skills. And there’s the joy of music - when nothing else can say the right 
words, music can.” 
 
The “Youth in Unison” music instruction program provides music instrument training three days 
a week for 32 kindergarten through high school students.  
 
Many families served by Open Door Community House don’t have access to music programs, 
Jenkins said, or can’t afford to pay for private music lessons or to rent instruments.  
 
“We believe having this access to a music program will help build their confidence, enhance 
their academics, and give them a way out of poverty as they grow into adulthood,” she said. 
 



The long-term hope for the program is to give the students hope, a vision for their future beyond 
their current reality, and break the cycle of poverty. Leaders would love to see students receive 
college scholarships for their musical abilities. 
 
“We really hope in our programs that we can give the children and youth tools and access to 
resources so that when they’re adults they won’t be living in poverty,” Jenkins said. “So we 
encourage them to dream beyond what they currently know, and we believe this (Youth in 
Unison music instruction program) is one more resource and one additional tool to see beyond 
all that they currently know.”  
 
Open Door Community House, Inc. is a National Mission Institution of the Women’s Division 
and the South Georgia Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church. For more 
information, visit www.odch.org.  
 

******************************************************************* 

Wesley Monumental UMC celebrates 150th anniversary 
 
By Kara Witherow, Editor 
 
In the “Hostess City of the South,” Wesley Monumental United Methodist Church has carved 
out a niche by being a warm, welcoming historic, traditional church in the heart of downtown 
Savannah.  
 
The church, a Neo-Gothic beauty with historic stained glass windows, was dedicated in 1890. 
Situated on Abercorn Street across from Calhoun Square, it has been a fixture in the city’s 
Historic District since 1868. On Sunday, Jan. 19 Wesley Monumental UMC celebrated its 150th 
anniversary.  
 
“Wesley’s been fortunate to be able to carve this niche out and maintain it,” said Dr. Ben Martin, 
senior pastor of Wesley Monumental UMC.  
 
Well-known for its strong music program and traditional, sacred worship, Wesley Monumental 
UMC was begun in 1868 by 54 members of Trinity United Methodist Church. It’s now a vibrant 
congregation of about 1,100 members, with more than 500 in worship each week.  
 
Nearly 400 new members have come into the church family in the last four years or so, Dr. 
Martin said, many drawn by Eli’s Place, the church’s child development center. Young families, 
many who drive from Hinesville, Effingham County, Richmond Hill, and Pooler, pass dozens of 
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other churches on their drive into downtown Savannah. Church leaders don’t take that lightly, he 
said.  
 
“Our child development center is making a big impact on young families,” Dr. Martin said. “A 
lot of them are drawn to church through that.” 
 
The church’s growing demographic is young families, he said, and that sets them apart from 
many of the other older, traditional, historic churches in downtown Savannah.  
 
While the congregation may be filled with young families, the church is multi-generational and 
worship has remained traditional.  
 
“There’s still a place for very traditional music and worship, in a very traditional space for young 
adults, which goes against the grain and the thought that everything has to have lights and smoke 
and a rock-and-roll band,” Dr. Martin said. “We decided that if we can do traditional worship 
well, there’s a place for it, and a place that’s still meaningful to a lot of people. Our goal was to 
do that really well and to be a warm and welcoming church that offers a very sacred space and 
very sacred, traditional music and biblical, relevant teaching and preaching that speaks to young 
families.”  
 
Ellene Anderson is a life-long member of Wesley Monumental UMC and also serves as the 
church historian. 
 
“We’re a staple in historic Savannah,” she said, agreeing that Eli’s Place and the traditional 
music and atmosphere attract worshippers. “It’s been truly amazing to watch the growth.” 
 
Anderson fondly remembers when the church wasn’t air conditioned and had to be cooled by 
opening the sanctuary’s second-floor windows. Cool breezes would blow through the 
congregation and the pastor would occasionally have to stop preaching because of the ambient 
noise. 
 
“The streets in downtown Savannah were paved with brick and you could hear the cars go 
wobbling by,” she said. “Ambulances would drive by on their way to Candler Hospital and the 
minister would stop preaching until they went by and then pick right back up where he was. But 
we got a wonderful breeze in that big, high-domed sanctuary.” 
 
A monument to the ministry of John and Charles Wesley, the church has undergone $10 million 
in renovations over the past four years. The congregation built a playground, renovated the 
education building, and redid the fellowship hall. Oliver Hall, a large house next to the church 



that provides office space, classrooms, and meeting rooms, underwent a $4.5 million renovation 
and restoration.  
 
Looking toward the future, one of the congregation’s main goals is to expand their mission 
involvement.  
 
They began the year with 150 days of prayer, praying for the city, it’s leadership, and the 
concerns of the people. 
 
Already a strong supporter of local, regional, and international ministries, the congregation wants 
to do even more to help others. Once a month members serve breakfast to those in the 
community who are homeless, they provide a meal and clothing to Savannah’s refugee 
community, and this year they are heavily involved in Chatham/Savannah Authority for the 
Homeless’ Tiny House Project, helping fund and build homes for homeless veterans. 
 
The church has limited parking, very little green space, and no family life center, but it continues 
to grow and thrive 150 years after being planted by faithful followers of Christ. 
 
“We have defied everything that says you are not supposed to be growing,” Anderson said, “and 
we just attest that when the Holy Spirit is a part of what you are doing the accoutrements that 
you are supposed to have to be a thriving church don’t apply.”  
 

******************************************************************* 

Conference apportionment giving tops 90 percent for third straight year 
 
For the third year year in a row, apportionment giving in the South Georgia Conference was 
above 90 percent. 
 
The total collected for 2017 was $12,104,503.09. Of this, $9,446,709.22 was collected on a 
$10,474,609 budget. The remainder collected was district apportionments and advance special 
giving.  Total giving was up $583,935.15 from 2016.  
 
“This generosity is a real testimony to the heart of our congregations,” said Dr. Derek McAleer, 
Conference Treasurer. “There is so much that is fine and good about our United Methodist 
Church. Our apportionments support an abundance of honorable and uplifting mission work. The 
overwhelming support of our conference in the time of natural disaster this past year is just one 
example of how much more we are able to do together than we could do if we were all separate. 
I’m grateful to be part of this holy connection.” 



 
In addition to what was received for apportionments, $71,734.42 was given for approved Special 
Sundays and $1,144,673.87 was given in advance specials and other missional giving (a large 
increase from 2016’s $617,692.13, mostly due to storm relief giving). 
 
As they did in 2015 and 2016, the Northeast and Southwest Districts led in giving, paying 98.28 
percent and 95.14 percent of their Conference apportionments, respectively. 
 
Overall, 464 churches paid 100 percent of their conference apportionments (including 25 
churches which paid more than 100 percent). Another 19 congregations paid 75 percent or more 
of their askings. Of the Conference’s 600 congregations, only 16 paid nothing on their 
conference askings. 
 
“It’s remarkable that 77 percent of our churches paid 100 percent or more in 2017. The churches 
in the Northeast and Southwest Districts are especially to be commended for their high rate of 
investment in our mission work,” Dr. McAleer said. “Their leadership inspires the rest of us to 
do our share.” 
 
The United Methodist Church reports strong giving, too, according to the denomination’s 
General Council on Finance and Administration reports. Click here to read a story from United 
Methodist News Service. 
 

******************************************************************* 

Clergy Day Apart will focus on fresh approaches to preaching 
 
A Clergy Day Apart is set for February 12 at Harvest Church in Byron from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Registration and gathering time will begin at 9:30 a.m. This Day Apart, intended for all 
clergy in the South Georgia Conference, will offer mental, spiritual, emotional, and vocational 
renewal through the inspiring leadership of the Rev. Jerry Herships. In the midst of therapeutic 
laughter clergy will find fresh approaches to preaching so that we can be Alive Together in 
Worship.  
 
Rev. Jerry Herships, a UMC pastor in the Denver, Colorado area, and Mrs. Claire Bowen, a 
corporate consultant and longtime member of Peachtree Road United Methodist Church in 
Atlanta, will be our guests for the day.  
 
Jerry’s story is intriguing: former bartender/stand-up comic/mall Santa hears God’s call to leave 
the bright lights of show biz and dedicate his life to doing the Lord’s work. 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/for-4th-year-church-sees-record-giving?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTTJJMFpqTmpPREV4T1RRdyIsInQiOiIyandIV09oNzgrWmt6aFBvZmQxQ2RKTVRuZ3ZyTDROMGhrS040aktWMDJERWtHbm1VT3ByTUJURDlFdkhaUWM4MW5aVjVIak5ZK3pCNzVWdFViNHczamJETG9KRzRJNFRHTjFBZ3JwMW13S250VXBmbE1YbjVtTU5qY1Z1Qkl4VCJ9
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Jerry was born in Detroit and lived in both L.A. and Orlando, working in radio, television, and 
film. During Jerry’s stand-up career, he worked with Dick Clark and Jerry Seinfeld and was a 
contract writer for Jay Leno. He earned his Master's of Divinity from Iliff School of Theology 
and was ordained in The United Methodist Church in 2009. Twice while in seminary Jerry won 
the Best Preaching Award. 
 
Jerry was appointed to plant a new church, AfterHours Denver, in the downtown metro area, 
focusing on the poor and spiritually independent. He is Chief Love Monger and Lead Spiritual 
Entrepreneur of that faith and action community. AfterHours Denver currently hands out food, 
water, and communion to 700+ people each week in Civic Center Park. In recent years, 
AfterHours has been written about in the Denver Post, Denver’s 5280 Magazine, and has been 
profiled on a number of network affiliates. 
 
The topic for the Day Apart is, “That’ll Preach! How to Make Your Message Stick.” Jerry will 
explore his innovative techniques to engage all personality types through sermons. Clergy will 
walk away with practical knowledge to further engage your congregations. 
 
Claire will facilitate a 15-minute Communications Style Preference assessment at the beginning 
of our session that will allow participants to better understand how to engage with differing 
personalities. 
 
Clergy are asked to bring a rough-draft sermon that is not Wifi dependent. Time will be given to 
break break into small groups to work on it together.  
 
Participants can expect great laughter, lots of fun, and a sermon that will preach and stick.  
 
Registration is $15 and includes lunch. Click here to register. Questions? Contact Allison 
Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com.  
 
****************************************************************************** 
It’s working! 
 
FROM THE BISHOP 
R. LAWSON BRYAN 
 
How are we doing with our emphasis on being Alive Together in Worship this year? I have good 
news to report and some specific examples to share:  
 

http://afterhoursdenver.org/
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● at least 75% of the churches in each district have identified their top 10 services in terms 
of worship attendance, and in some districts that number rises to 95%. 

 
● our churches are recognizing attendance patterns and are using that knowledge to grow 

worship attendance. 
 

● here are some examples of the significant increases in worship attendance we are seeing 
across the South Georgia Conference. I will be sharing more examples in the future. 

 
North Central: Rockledge 30% increase 
 Eastman 32% increase 
 Wesley 50% increase 
 
Northeast: New Beulah 1000% increase 

  Grace (Vidalia) 60% increase 
 Sylvania First             45% increase 
 

Southwest: Cooks Union 60% increase 
  Rebecca  20% increase 
 

Coastal Morgan’s Chapel 49% increase 
 Connexion 6900% increase 
 The Chapel 7% increase 
 
South Central: Bemiss 45% increase 
 McRae 25% increase 
 
Northwest: Buena Vista 20% increase 
 St. Luke (9 am) 100% increase 
 St. Paul 5% increase 
 

Not all increases will be double digits. Remember, even a 1% increase means we are pointing in 
the right direction. That can lead to a 3% increase the next year. And then a 5% increase. So do 
not stress over the particular percentage, but celebrate taking the steps that lead to sustained 
growth in worship attendance. This is one of the most significant ways we make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 
Thanks to you we have been able to gather data about worship attendance for Christmas Eve 
services. On Christmas Eve we had more than 54,000 persons in worship throughout the South 



Georgia Conference. When all reports are received I believe Christmas Eve worship will be 20% 
higher than our regular weekly average attendance.  
 
The bottom line is: it’s working. In 2016, our annual conference set a goal of increasing average 
worship attendance by 10%. In 2017, we read Lovett Weems’ book, Overflow: Increasing 
Worship Attendance, and he was our teacher at annual conference. We handed out a toolkit of 
resources for increasing worship. Our district superintendents and our pastors and churches have 
seized this opportunity to be Alive Together in Christ through Worship. Thanks to each of you 
for your role in this conference-wide success story. 
 
Alive Together in Christ, 
Lawson Bryan 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Campus Crawl: A United Methodist College Tour for High School Students 
 
NEW! The Campus Crawl begins in a few short weeks. Space is limited to the first 50 students 
who register. Refer a friend and get a $10 Amazon gift card for each friend you bring along. 
Register before February 9 and get a Campus Crawl t-shirt. Reserve your seat on the bus today!  
 
Campus Crawl is a bus tour designed to introduce 9th through 12th grade students to United 
Methodist campus ministries featuring our Georgia United Methodist Colleges and Universities.  
 
In one weekend, high school students will meet representatives from our United Methodist 
Colleges and Universities in Georgia as well as meet several Wesley Foundations on public 
university campuses. Stops on the tour include: Emory University, Clark Atlanta University, 
LaGrange College, Wesleyan College, Georgia College and State University, The University of 
Georgia and Oxford College of Emory University. In addition, students will meet representatives 
from Young Harris College, Andrew College, Paine College, and more.  
 
The Campus Crawl will begin on Thursday evening, February 22 at Decatur First United 
Methodist Church and will conclude with a United Methodist Campus Rally at Oxford College 
in Covington on Sunday, February 25. At the rally, parents and students will learn helpful tips to 
successfully prepare for college.  
 
The cost of $75 per student includes a tour bus, meals, lodging, and a t-shirt. The Crawl will 
spend the night at Decatur First United Methodist, Wesleyan College, and UGA Wesley 
Foundation. Participants may sign up as individuals or with a church group. Groups of six or 
more are asked to provide a chaperone. Grab your seat on the bus now!  

https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=299703&


 
Click here to reserve your seat on the bus  
 
For more information, contact Suzanne Akins at the Office of Connectional Ministries at 
suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626 ext.107.  
 
****************************************************************************** 
There's still time to register for the 2018 Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat! 
 
The 16th Annual South Georgia Conference Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat will be held 
March 2-4, 2018. 
 
Designed for students in the fifth grade and above, the “Join the Journey” Confirmation Retreat 
will provide churches of all sizes an opportunity to connect with others through worship, study, 
and fellowship. The event will also include large group gatherings around the church seasons and 
breakout sessions with topics of grace, United Methodist History and United Methodist lingo as 
well as Holy Clubs throughout the weekend. 
 
Not meant to be the only confirmation youth go through, the Confirmation Retreat should be 
complementary to what a church is or will be doing. 
 
Registration is NOW OPEN FOR ALL CHURCHES. Click here to register your group. 
 
For more information, click here or contact Event Coordinator Suzanne Akins at 
suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
A Disciplined Faith 
 
Winter Quarter: Faith in Action 
Unit 3: Self-Controlled, Upright and Godly Faith 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of February 11, 2018 
By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 
 
Scripture Lesson: James 3: 1-12 

In the title of the unit and in this lesson, an issue of long-standing debate is raised. The issue is 
expressed in many ways: Nature/Nurture; Environment/Heredity; and in these days of the 21st 
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Century, Chemistry/Character. In other words, what responsibility do we have for what we say 
or do? Can you say with Flip Wilson’s Geraldine, “The devil made me do it!” Or can there be a 
self-controlled and disciplined faith as stated in the lesson material? 

James raises three important matters in these 12 verses. The first is the awesome responsibility of 
being a teacher of the faith. He cautions his readers that very few should consider assuming this 
role. We have been teachers across the 42 years of active pastoring and now for almost 18 years 
in retirement. For us, the sharing, learning, and writing about God’s love and purpose have been 
a great joy and time of constant personal growth. However, we know we have been accountable, 
not only to those with whom we work, but to God. There can be no greater joy—or 
responsibility! 

This pattern is affirmed in our scripture, when James recognizes the reality that all make 
mistakes. He also sets the goal of reaching a maturity of faith. In some translations the word is 
“perfect.” (vs.2) By the way, this is what John Wesley meant by perfection—maturity. 

The second area of concern in this passage is the power of words. After last week’s lesson 
focusing on the interaction of faith and works, this emphasis may seem to be odd or out of sync 
with James’ earlier emphasis. Not so! Speech is action, and James uses many metaphors to make 
his point.  

Maybe a brief explanation of a metaphor may be in order. A metaphor is a figure of speech using 
an unrelated but familiar idea to help explain a quality of the original. 

His first metaphor is a bridled horse. We have a grandchild who is an accomplished equestrian. 
She competes in dressage, and watching her with Elijah is something beautiful. She does it all 
with the reins in her hand and the pressure of her legs. It begins with placing the bit and bridle in 
the horse’s mouth. Elijah is a BIG horse, but she controls him completely.  

James changes the metaphor to a sailing ship and the power of the rudder to control. For years 
we sailed. Our little sailboat was totally dependent on the wind and the use of the rudder to 
navigate from point to point. The sails were large, but the rudder was small in comparison.  

From these two positive metaphors, James shifts to a very destructive and negative one—a forest 
fire. In recent days, there have been such fires in California, where many homes and an entire 
town were destroyed. Such is the power of words. 

The Book of Proverbs, one the Wisdom Books of the Old Testament, has many passages dealing 
with a similar theme. Likewise, Matthew quotes Jesus saying in 15:11: “It’s not what goes into 
the mouth that contaminates a person in God’s sight. It’s what comes out of the mouth that 



contaminates the person.” Perhaps he was also thinking of what Jesus said in the Sermon on the 
Mount about the connection of anger to killing and how words are used. (Matt.5:22) 

The uncontrolled tongue brings chaos, disorder, pain, and destruction. This is true for the speaker 
as well as the person against whom it is used. “The words of the reckless pierce like swords.” 
(Proverbs 12:18) How often do we hear people say unwise and hurting words in today’s 
antagonistic, polarized, and confrontational world? Truth doesn’t seem to matter as much as 
getting even or making a point, regardless of consequences. 

When James compares the corrupt and uncontrolled tongue to fire, he refers to hell—gehenna in 
the Greek which derives from the Hebrew hinnom. There is a valley south of Jerusalem, outside 
the walls of the old city, named The Valley of Hinnom. At the time this letter was written, it was 
the place where garbage was burned. Earlier it was the site of child sacrifice. (See II Kings 23:10 
and Jeremiah 32:35) Gehenna, the place of constant burning, became the metaphor for the 
eternal fire of the last judgment. The person who ignores the need to control their speech is 
risking eternity. Wow!  

 James uses another metaphor of how all manner of creatures have been tamed, but not the 
“tongue”—speech! In referring to the deadly poison, he conjures a picture of a deadly snake or 
spider that can strike and kill. Several biblical passages use similar language. Look at Psalm 140: 
3: “They sharpen their tongues like a snake; spider poison is on their lips.” Similarly Paul 
declares in Romans 3:13: “Their throat is a grave that has been opened. They are deceitful with 
their tongues, and the poison of vipers is under their lips.”  And Jesus Himself labeled the 
Pharisees as “a brood of vipers.” 

For us the most damning of what James says is in verse 9, where the hypocrisy of his readers is 
made visible when he observes that we worship, praise God, and curse people at the same time. 
When we do so, we are in reality cursing God! He reminds us that human beings are created in 
the image of God. Adamantly, but lovingly, he says, “Brothers and sisters, it should not be this 
way.” Back to the relationship of faith and works: We must practice what we preach! 

With his multiplicity of word pictures, James re-enforces his argument with the closing images 
of fruit—figs, olives, and grapes—producing their own kind. In addition, he makes the 
observation that fresh and salt water do not have the same source. For us, the meaning is clear: 
what we say, and how we say it, shows our true nature.  

The Church of Jesus Christ stands as a witness to the world. Constantly, we must be certain our 
shining light gives glory to God. Let that witness begin with what we say—AND DON’T SAY!  

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  
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****************************************************************************** 
Faithful Disciples 
 
Winter Quarter: Faith in Action 
Unit 3: Self-Controlled, Upright and Godly Faith 

Sunday school lesson for the week of February 18, 2018 
By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 

Scripture Lesson: Acts 9: 36-43 

Over the next two weeks, our lessons will focus on those two early Christian leaders, Peter and 
Saul/Paul. The ninth chapter of Acts is filled with information about the earliest days, as the 
Christian faith spread across the Roman world. At every critical point, a person made a 
difference. For example, fearfully, Ananias came to the blinded Saul and called him “Brother!” 
Later, Barnabas would serve a similar role in introducing Saul to the frightened Church in 
Jerusalem.  

The focus now shifts from Saul/Paul to Peter. Our lesson tells the powerful story of a faithful 
disciple who lived in Joppa. A bit of geography and history about this Mediterranean seaport 
seems in order. Because Joppa is the closest port to Jerusalem, the city had become important as 
early as Solomon. Remember, from Joppa Jonah sailed to avoid going to Nineveh, as God had 
directed.  

At this time, a strong Christian fellowship of Jewish believers existed in Joppa. One of them is 
named Tabitha/Dorcas. Luke, the Gentile author of Acts, gives us both her Jewish and Greek 
names. She is labeled a disciple, not simply a follower of Jesus, implying she had a leadership 
role in the fellowship. 

Her most notable role was as an example to other believers, as she used her talents to minister to 
those around her. As we saw in James, and as Jesus said, disciples are known by their 
fruits—and Dorcas was certainly fruitful! Her specific gift was the wonderful items she created 
with her nimble fingers. In one of the churches we served there was a Dorcas circle! The women 
came together and made all kinds of usable items to share. As with their namesake, the 
community was blessed by deeds of mercy and compassion. 

This faithful and loving disciple became sick and died. Her faith and good works did not prevent 
the ravages of illness and death, nor were they punishment for any wrongdoing or sin. Sam will 



never forget an encounter in the hospital when he was visiting the sick wife of a ministerial 
friend. This person said to the husband in front of Sam, “If you have enough faith, she won’t 
die!”  She did, and the hurt lingers on these many years later.  

The detail about the tender care given to Dorcas’ body reveals much about Jewish burial 
practices. Remember why the women were coming to the place where Jesus’ body lay on that 
resurrection morning!  
 
The church in Joppa sent emissaries to Lydda, only 11 miles away, and asked Peter to come. 
Obviously, the lines of communication worked well for them to know he was near. Peter came 
immediately. The urgency probably arises from Jewish burial practices. They did not embalm. 
Natural degeneration would begin at the point of death. (Read John 11:39) Those disciples, who 
made the exhausting round trip from Joppa to Lydda, four hours each way, are also examples of 
the compassion and mercy within the fledgling congregation.  
 
When Peter arrives he is taken to an “upper room” where Dorcas lies, surrounded by those who 
loved her and had prepared her body—the widows! In their grief, they showed Peter the evidence 
of her life—clothing made for others.  
 
Now we come to the heart of the story. One commentator makes a very important assertion. 
“The point of this event is not that faith kept one safe or even that faith caused the miracle. The 
point of this event is how the raising of Dorcas brought others to faith.” 
 

      Peter has everyone leave the room. In privacy and humility he prays. With few words, Luke 
describes the moment as Peter speaks and Dorcas responds!  He reaches out with his hand, and 
helps her stand. The word Luke uses, which we translate “raised her up,” is the same word used 
for resurrection. This word is used only three times in the Book of Acts. In each instance, the 
reference is to Jesus’ resurrection. Dorcas will die again, as did Lazarus. This event is a sure 
sign of the resurrection to come for all believers. 
 

      Next Peter presents her alive to those who had prepared her body for burial and stayed with her 
body in grief. Acts makes very clear who these people were – widows! In your student book, the 
writer specifies that neither here nor in Jesus’ raising of Jairus’ daughter do the individuals 
speak. Their raising was for the benefit of the community.  
 
Always in the New Testament, miracles are signs the Kingdom of God has begun. God’s 
Kingdom overturns the ways and the thinking of the world. There is a poignant moment in 
Luke’s story of Jesus in the Gospel. John the Baptist is beginning  to doubt Jesus’ identity. He 
pointedly asks: “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect another?” (Luke 7:19-20) 



In answering, Jesus points to evidences of the overturning of the world’s order: “the blind see, 
the crippled walk, the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up.” 
 
The apostles are now empowered to do the same. In the concluding verse, we are told where 
Peter would be for the next stage of the Jesus story. The breakout into the Gentile world will 
originate from the house of Simon the tanner in Joppa.  
 
The loss of a loved one to death is a constant reality for all. We have observed and personally 
experienced the effectiveness of the Church in responding to the needs of people in such times. 
Either in personal or public crises, the Church brings life where there is death and destruction. 
Hurricane, flood, drought,  fire, illnesses, accidents, war—in all the arenas of human suffering in 
our broken and fragmented world—the Church is there, both locally and globally.  
 
We cannot end this lesson without a word for our global United Methodist Church reaching out 
to offer life in so many different ways.  Following World War II, the Methodist Committee on 
Relief (MCOR) was born to minister in the aftermath of that great tragedy. Today, of course, the 
agency is called UMCOR. Luke describes the church in Joppa as God’s holy people, and that is 
exactly who we are, and why we do what we do. Keep on keeping on!  
 
Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  

****************************************************************************** 
Quiet Trust 

 
LEADERSHIP REALLY MATTERS 
ANNE BOSARGE 
REV. JAY HANSON 
 
Isaiah 30:15 (CEV), “The holy Lord God of Israel had told all of you, ‘I will keep you safe if you 
turn back to me and calm down. I will make you strong if you quietly trust me.’”  

I (Anne) am an evaluator and assessor by nature. I think it’s the teacher in me. I worked as an 
elementary classroom teacher for seven years, then went on to write curriculum for the 
Department of Education.  

Assessment and evaluation are wired into my DNA. Because of this, when I’m going through 
hard times, I immediately find myself in evaluation mode. I start asking myself questions to 
figure out what got me into the situation, determine the root cause, figure a way out or around, 
and evaluate what lessons I can learn that will make a difference in the future. In other words, 

mailto:sgr3@cox.net


when I’m going through hard times, I get busy.  

I realize not everyone responds to trouble the same way, but most of us get busy doing 
something. Some worry the problem to death and become so consumed they can think of nothing 
else. Others ignore the problem and distract themselves with new possessions, experiences, and 
friends while they hope it will go away. Some don’t deal with the problem at all, but busy 
themselves expressing frustration about everything and everyone else. Still others find 
themselves busy in a pit of self-pity asking why and dwelling on what happened in the past.  

Whatever our personal approach to dealing with problems, most of us respond with some sort of 
busyness. We confuse busyness with progress. When we're in financial trouble, we bury 
ourselves in work. When we have relational trouble, we busy ourselves with friends and family 
to meet that need. When we're in the middle of health issues, we spend countless hours 
researching treatments and worrying. We seek to forget by throwing ourselves into other projects 
or commitments. Our minds become so consumed by thinking  about the problem that we’re 
paralyzed and unable to think about anything else.  

Not all of this busyness is "wrong," but it’s usually not best. What God wants most for us in 
times of trouble is to stop and calm down. When we quiet our souls in the midst of the storm and 
turn to Him, He enables us to see our situation from a proper perspective - His perspective. 
We’re able to set aside our own plans, worry, doubt, and fears so we can clearly see His hand in 
our lives, working things out for our good. When we are in the midst of busyness doing lots of 
things, we can't see the right thing. The frantic pace of our actions and thoughts clouds our 
judgment and prohibits us from knowing right from wrong; good from best. Busyness causes us 
to expend energy on things that will never produce health and peace in our lives.  

What does it look like to practice quiet trust in the middle of difficulty?  

● Quality time with God. Relish time spent in prayer talking to the Creator of the world 
who can solve any problem and fix every broken heart. Reading His Word will refresh 
your soul and give you the wisdom to make decisions in the midst of trials.   
 

● Stop to rest. When you think you don’t have time to stop and take a break, that’s when 
you need it the most! In times of difficulty and trouble, make rest a priority. 
 

● Spend time in authentic community with friends who can see things you can’t. During 
times of hardship, rely on Godly friends who can speak truth into your situation and see 
your circumstance from a different point of view.  People who demonstrate quiet trust 
don't need to be busy in order to solve problems; they intentionally slow down and relax 
in the embrace of the Father. They rest in His wisdom and move when He says to move. 



Quiet trust produces lasting peace that can only be found in Him.    

Jay Hanson, Lead Pastor, and Anne Bosarge, Multi-Campus Director, serve at The Chapel 
Ministries. They love sharing about the ways God is moving in their church. Contact them at 
jay@thechapelbrunswick.com and anne@thechapelbrunswick.com for more information. 

 
****************************************************************************** 
Watch those grandmas 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 

In his sermon on The Education of Children, John Wesley urges parents to make sure to never 
give children the things they cry for. He says that if you give children the things they cry for you 
will only teach them to cry for more. Wesley taught that parents must teach their children to obey 
them else they will never learn to obey God. He even went so far as to caution against praising 
your children lest you build their pride. 

Much of what he taught about educating children he learned from the actions of his own mother, 
Susanna. 

However, in his sermon he warns: 

“Your mother, or your husband’s mother, may live with you,  and you will do well to show her 
all possible respect. But let her on no account have the least share in the management of your 
children. She will undo all that you had done; she would give them their own will in all things. 
She would humour them to the destruction of their souls, if not of their bodies too. In fourscore 
years I have not met with one woman who knew how to manage grandchildren. My own mother, 
who governed her children so well, could never govern one grandchild …” 

“Saw it, liked it, told Grandma, got it!” 

 
****************************************************************************** 
Retired Clergy Birthdays - February 2018 
 
2/01 – Rodney Body: 1205 North Palm Dr.; Plant City, FL 33563  
2/03 – Eugene Barlow: 605 Victoria Circle; Warner Robins, GA 31088  
2/03 – David Barton: PO Box 497; Talbotton, GA 31827  
2/03 – Wesley Jones, Jr.: 122 Woodland Terrace; Moulton, AL 35650  
2/04 – John Bagwell: 5300 Zebulon Rd., Apt. 2226; Macon, GA 31210  



2/04 – Bob Dixon: 1808 E. Washington St.; Thomasville, GA 31792  
2/06 – Robert Buckles: 5429 Sirius Dr.; Wilmington, NC 28405  
2/07 – George Anderson: 1298 Diamond Rd.; Dixon Mills, AL 36736  
2/07 – Bill Brown: 109 Woodlawn Dr.; Statesboro, GA 30458  
2/09 – John O’Connor: 116 Jeb Circle; Fitzgerald, GA 31750  
2/10 – Paul Best: PO Box 747; Social Circle, GA 30025  
2/10 – Bill Reincheld: PO Box 13131; Jekyll Island, GA 31527  
2/10 – Tommy Veal: 340 Pine Hill Rd.; Dublin, GA 31021  
2/11 – Robert Poston: 105 Hawk Hammock Dr.; Springfield, GA 31329  
2/12 – Robert Bean: 326 Wildsmith Dr.; Brunswick, GA 31525  
2/14 – Jim Jensen: 4323 15th St.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522  
2/15 – Mark Carter: 1741 Stevens Rd.; Ellaville, GA 31806 
2/16 – Bill Lee: 480 Bostwick Circle; Vidalia, GA 30474 
2/18 – Don Black: 13553 Highway 171 N; Avera, GA 30803-5234 
2/19 – Don Proctor: 106 Ingham St.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522  
2/20 – C.G. Haugabook, Jr.: 215 Walters St.; Plains, GA 31780  
2/20 – David Hudson: PO Box 521; Portal, GA 30450  
2/20 – Lee Pulliam: 16702 Ollifftown; Metter, GA 30439  
2/21 – Jim Duvall: 10502 Regal View Loop; Clermont, FL 34711 
2/22 – Wayne DeFore: 107 Chestnut St.; Bloomingdale, GA 31302  
2/24 – Tommy McCook, Jr.: 93 Edgewater Dr.; Midway, GA 31320  
2/24 – Marcelle Myers: 110 Arthurs Ct.; Kingsland, GA 31548 
2/25 – Wesley Jones: 5942 Plantation Villa Dr. N.; Macon, GA 31210  
2/27 – Ed Cadle: 163 Robin Rd.; Guyton, GA 31312  
2/27 – Jim Osborn: 310 Slash Pine Dr.; Broxton, GA 31519  
2/27 – Donald Sparks: PO Box 407; Portal, GA 30450 
 
****************************************************************************** 
OBITUARIES 
 
Mrs. Eulalie Woeltjen 
Eulalie Massee Woeltjen, 78, of Fitzgerald, Georgia, died Wednesday, January 10, 2018, at Tift 
Regional Medical Center in Tifton, Georgia.  
 
Services were held Sunday, January 14, 2018, at Central United Methodist Church, Fitzgerald, 
Georgia, with the Rev. Jim McLendon, the Rev. B.J. Funk, and the Rev. Dr. Richard Wright 
officiating.  
 
Mrs. Woeltjen was born April 27, 1939, in Ben Hill County to the late Marion Howard “Duke,” 
Jr. and Eulalie Dorminy Massee. She graduated from Fitzgerald High School and Georgia 
College and State University where she received a Bachelor of Science degree in Music 



Education. She lovingly taught many students in Thomasville and Fitzgerald for more than 35 
years both in music and first grade. She was an active member of her church, Central United 
Methodist Church, all of her life, and was the Director of Central’s Chancel Choir for 10 years. 
She was named Fitzgerald-Ben Hill County Chamber of Commerce “Citizen of the Year” in 
1995. Eulalie, representing her hometown, sang the National Anthem at Fitzgerald’s Night at the 
Braves game. She was an active member of the Nathaniel Abney Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution and the Chapter 1138 of the United Daughters of the Confederacy. She 
loved her church, her family, her community and most importantly, her God. She will be 
remembered as a loving wife, mother, grandmother, and friend. Her infectious personality and 
warm/loving smile will be remembered for the ages—as she touched the lives of so many in 
ways that will never be known.  
 
Eulalie’s favorite prayer, which she sang so beautifully, is the Prayer of Saint Francis:  
 
Lord make me an instrument of Thy Peace  
Where there is hatred let me sow love  
Where there is injury, pardon  
Where there is doubt, faith  
Where there is despair, hope  
Where there is darkness, light  
And where there is sadness, joy.  
O divine Master grant that I may  
Not so much seek to be consoled as to console  
To be understood as to understand  
To be loved as to love  
For it is in giving that we receive  
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned  
And it’s in dying that we are born to eternal life.  
Amen  
 
She is survived by the love of her life, Rev. Donald Albert Woeltjen, Sr. of Fitzgerald, sons 
Kevin Lee McKinley and Jack Massee McKinley, both of Atlanta, William Duke McKinley and 
wife Melinda of Fitzgerald, Chip Woeltjen and wife Lanie of Chicago; daughter Betsy Wiggers 
and husband Craig of Ithaca, New York; grandchildren Ashley McKinley, Logan McKinley, 
Emily McKinley, McKenna Woeltjen, Bailey Woeltjen, Patrick Wiggers, and Marie Wiggers; 
and sister Frances Register of Blackshear. Along with her parents, she was preceded in death by 
her brothers Marion “Brother” Howard Massee, III, and Jack D. Massee. 
 
****************************************************************************** 



Scripture Readings - February 6 
 
Feb. 11 
Transfiguration of the Lord 
2 Kings 2:1-12 
Psalm 50:1-6 (UMH 783) 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
Mark 9:2-9 
 
Feb. 14 
Ash Wednesday 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
Psalm 51:1-17 (UMH 785) 
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 
Feb. 18 
First Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 9:8-17 
Psalm 25:1-10 (UMH 756) 
1 Peter 3:18-22 
Mark 1:9-15 
 
Feb. 25 
Second Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
Psalm 22:23-31 (UMH 752) 
Romans 4:13-25 
Mark 8:31-38 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Events in the South Georgia Conference – 2/6/2018 edition 
 
Bishop Bryan's calendar 
It’s now easier than ever to find out when and where Bishop Bryan will be preaching in your 
district and around the conference. Visit the updated calendar and events page on the conference 
website and look for the red highlighted dates. 
 
UMVIM Team Leader Training - Feb. 10 
Have you been on a mission journey and would you like to take others to a destination to serve? 
Have you led teams before and would you be interested in sharing your experiences in other 
local churches to help them engage in mission opportunities both home and abroad by training 

https://www.sgaumc.org/events


team leaders? This training is designed for all who are interested in learning more about 
leadership and opportunities in missions. The training is scheduled for Feb. 10 from 10 a.m. until 
3 p.m. at St. Mark UMC in Douglas. The cost is $30 per person, which includes materials and 
lunch. Register here to attend this training. If your church would be interested in hosting an 
UMVIM training or for additional information, contact Dr. Gene Barber at 
hbarber781@bellsouth.net.  
 
Connecting Neighbors Training, Statesboro - Feb. 10 
The Connecting Neighbors training event features a one-day training hosted by The Office of 
Connectional Ministries designed to equip and empower individuals and local churches to be a 
presence in their community (and beyond) in the event of a natural or man-made catastrophic 
event. The cost is $10 and includes lunch and materials. For questions or additional information, 
contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642. Use this promotional flyer to 
gather a group from your church to attend. This training will be held February 10 at Pittman Park 
UMC in Statesboro. Register here. Click here for more information and the day's schedule.  
 
Andrew College Sunday - Feb. 11 
Founded in January 1854, Andrew College has continuously provided an academically 
challenging liberal arts education within a nurturing community for more than 160 years. A 
member of the South Georgia Conference, Andrew strives to inspire academic and spiritual 
growth across its historic 40-acre campus. The qualified faculty and caring staff engage with 
students in an intimate setting to encourage a lifelong love of learning and a strong sense of civic 
leadership. Students are regularly invited to strengthen their Christian discipleship through 
weekly chapel services and participation in a myriad of religious offerings. Andrew Sunday 
seeks to gain support for the College and identify prospective students. To learn more about 
Andrew College - a United-Methodist affiliated institution in Cuthbert, Georgia - visit 
www.andrewcollege.edu. 
 
Clergy Day Apart - Feb. 12 
A Clergy Day Apart is set for February 12 at Harvest Church in Byron from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Registration and gathering time will begin at 9:30 a.m. This Day Apart, intended for all 
clergy in the South Georgia Conference, will offer mental, spiritual, emotional, and vocational 
renewal through the inspiring leadership of the Rev. Jerry Herships. In the midst of therapeutic 
laughter clergy will find fresh approaches to preaching so that we can be Alive Together in 
Worship. Rev. Jerry Herships, a UMC pastor in the Denver, Colorado area, and Mrs. Claire 
Bowen, a corporate consultant and longtime member of Peachtree Road United Methodist 
Church in Atlanta, will be our guests for the day. Click here for more information. 
 
Sexual Ethics Workshop - Feb. 15 
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A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 15, 2018, in the 
Nalls Building at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. According to the Conference 
Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is required every three years for any person serving under 
appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). 
The cost is $35, which includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to 
South Georgia Conference. Email questions to cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that 
spouses and lay employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the 
workshop. Click here to register for the February workshop. 
 
Volunteers In Mission Awareness Sunday - Feb. 18 
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) exists to promote, encourage, and enable 
Christians to exemplify “Christian Love In Action” through short-term mission service in the 
United States and abroad. UMVIM provides opportunities for service by developing and 
nurturing relationships with domestic and international leaders. They continually nurture their 
contacts with these leaders to respond to the needs of local communities and to provide 
comprehensive project information.  You can help support the work of UMVIM in the South 
Georgia Conference by giving an offering to support this vital ministry on this special Sunday. 
 
Campus Crawl: A United Methodist College Tour for High School Students - Feb. 22-25 
The North and South Georgia Conferences are teaming up with United Methodist college 
presidents and campus ministries to offer Campus Crawl - a retreat for high school students 
(9th-12th grade) designed to introduce them to campus ministries, bring them to college 
campuses in Georgia, and help parents know the nuts and bolts of what's needed in the transition 
to college. The tour begins Thursday night, February 22 and ends Sunday, February 25. Click 
here for more information. Click here to register. 
 
Kingdom Builders Promotion Sunday - Feb. 25 
You are blessed to be a blessing. We have been blessed to travel roads that were paved by those 
that went before us. Our lives have been changed by the investments they made. Now the torch 
has been passed to us to make the investments that will pave the road for the generation that will 
follow us. In 1962 the Kingdom Builders Club was started to change lives by funding new 
ministries and new congregations. Several of the largest congregations in South Georgia were 
started with funds from Kingdom Builders. In fact, the #1 and the #2 fastest growing United 
Methodist Congregations in the U.S. over the past 10 years are both in our conference and you 
started them. Way to go South Georgia! Prayer is essential! The Kingdom Builders Club is 
about far more than starting churches. It is about changing lives! We have published a new daily 
devotional book entitled “Pray for 5.” This 40-day devotional is a tangible tool to help you and 
your friends change the lives of your family and friends. To obtain copies for all the people in 
your congregation simply ask your District Superintendent. Our hope is that this daily devotional 
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book will ignite a movement of prayer that unlocks a wave of relational evangelism that helps 
new people come to know Jesus like we have. Funding is important. God sends people to 
congregations who are ready to minister to them. We need to be starting new ministries to 
connect with these new people. To reach people no one is reaching, we must start doing things 
no one is doing, which requires funding. Pray for your friends AND become a Kingdom Builder 
by making a financial investment today to the Kingdom Builders Advanced Special. Click here 
to download a Kingdom Builder support form. 
 
Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat - March 2-4 
Designed for students in the fifth grade and above, the “Join the Journey” Confirmation Retreat 
will provide churches of all sizes an opportunity to connect with others through worship, study, 
and fellowship.  The event will also include large group gatherings around the church seasons 
and breakout sessions with topics of grace, United Methodist History and United Methodist lingo 
as well as Holy Clubs throughout the weekend. Not meant to be the only confirmation youth go 
through, the Confirmation Retreat should be complementary to what a church is or will be doing. 
Click here for all the details. Registration is NOW OPEN FOR ALL CHURCHES. Click here 
to register your group.  
 
Connecting Neighbors Training, Macon - March 10 
The Connecting Neighbors training event features a one-day training hosted by The Office of 
Connectional Ministries designed to equip and empower individuals and local churches to be a 
presence in their community (and beyond) in the event of a natural or man-made catastrophic 
event. The cost is $10 and includes lunch and materials. For questions or additional information, 
contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642. Use this promotional flyer to 
gather a group from your church to attend. This training will be held March 10 at Riverside 
UMC in Macon. Register here. Click here for more information and the day's schedule.  
 
2018 SBC21 Annual Leadership & Development Conference - March 10 
The 2018 SBC21 Annual Leadership and Development Conference will be held Saturday, March 
10 from 9:30 a.m. until 4 p.m. Location and registration details coming soon. Questions? Contact 
Rev. Earnestine Campbell, associate director of Connectional Ministries, at 
earnestine@sgaumc.com.  
 
UMCOR Sunday - March 11 
UMCOR Sunday (fourth Sunday in Lent) enables the United Methodist Committee on Relief to 
reach out through worldwide ministries of food, shelter, health and peace. A special offering is 
taken on this day to support humanitarian aid through the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR). You can be assured that when catastrophes cause suffering, your church, impelled by 
Jesus' love and compassion, will be in the lead to ease the pain. Gifts to the UMCOR Sunday 
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offering underwrite UMCOR's "costs of doing business." That helps them keep their promise that 
100 percent of every other gift you make to a specific UMCOR project can be spent on that 
project - not on home office costs. To learn more about UMCOR or to order resources to 
promote the offering, visit www.umcor.org or call 888-346-3862. Click here for resources to 
help promote this offering in your local church. 
 
2018 Clergy Spouse Retreat - March 16-18 
The 2018 Clergy Spouse Retreat is set for March 16-18 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons 
Island. The retreat theme is "Be Still and Be Loved," and the retreat guest speaker is Kristen 
Vincent. Kristen is a fellow clergy spouse, author, speaker, teacher, and loves leading retreats. 
We are excited to see what God is going to do in our midst on this special weekend. Our retreat 
chair is Elisha Plaxico. She will lead us through this weekend filled with a lot of fun, fellowship 
and worship in store, so you don't want to miss it! Visit www.sgaumc.org/clergyspouses for 
more information and to register. 
 
Wesley Glen Ministries' Cherry Blossom Road Race - March 17 
Join hundreds of runners for the 16th annual running of the Cherry Blossom Road Race for 
Wesley Glen Ministries. 5K and 10K races will begin at 9 AM with the Fun Run to start a few 
minutes later. Visit cherryblossomroadrace.com for more information. 
 
UMC Day of Health - March 17 
To further The United Methodist Church’s commitment to improve health for all, Global 
Ministries, in partnership with the North Georgia Annual Conference, is hosting the UMC Day 
of Health to equip leaders and inspire others to find new ways to engage their communities 
through health ministries. All United Methodist churches, health care coordinators, general 
agency representatives, Global Health partners, and affiliates are invited to the UMC Day of 
Health. The UMC Day of Health will be held from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. Saturday, March 17 at 
Dunwoody United Methodist Church in Atlanta. Register today I More information 
 
UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat - March 23-24 
The United Methodist Women of the South Georgia Conference will host their annual Spiritual 
Growth Retreat March 23-24, 2018, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. The retreat 
leader will be Yvette Richards, and Ivy Kratzer will serve as the Teen Women's Retreat Leader. 
Annie Akins will be the praise and worship leader. Click here to download the brochure. 
 
Sexual Ethics Workshop - April 10 
A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Tuesday, April 10 at Vineville 
UMC in Macon. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is 
REQUIRED EVERY (3) THREE YEARS for any person serving under appointment by the 
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bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). Cost is $35, which 
includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to South Georgia 
Conference. To register, click here. Email questions to cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note 
that spouses and lay employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the 
workshop. 
 
Connecting Neighbors Training, Tifton - April 28 
The Connecting Neighbors training event features a one-day training hosted by The Office of 
Connectional Ministries designed to equip and empower individuals and local churches to be a 
presence in their community (and beyond) in the event of a natural or man-made catastrophic 
event. The cost is $10 and includes lunch and materials. For questions or additional information, 
contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642. Use this promotional flyer to 
gather a group from your church to attend. This training will be held April 28 at Tifton First 
UMC. Register here. Click here for more information and the day's schedule.  
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