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Bishop announces appointment of Rev. David Thompson as Coastal District 
Superintendent 

Bishop Lawson Bryan announces the projected appointment of one new District Superintendent 
to the Cabinet, effective June 2018. 

Rev. David W. Thompson, currently serving as the senior pastor of Cordele First United 
Methodist Church, will be appointed to serve as superintendent of the Coastal District. He 
succeeds Dr. Wayne Moseley, who will retire at the 2018 Annual Conference session. 

“David is an effective, fruitful pastor who uses his mission-field experience in Latin America to 
strengthen the local church and its outreach to the community,” said Bishop Bryan. “David has 
demonstrated excellent skills as the leader of a church staff of twenty-two persons. He is a good 
listener, a non-anxious presence, and a strong preacher.”   

Over the past seven years, worship attendance at Cordele First UMC has grown by thirty-three 
percent. During Rev. Thompson’s tenure as pastor at Colquitt First UMC, the church 
experienced a worship attendance increase of thirty-five percent. 

“Wherever he has served, David has broken new ground in order to expand the work of Christ in 
the world,” said Bishop Bryan. “David’s missionary zeal and pastoral expertise will bless our 
conference greatly through his leadership on the South Georgia Cabinet and in the Coastal 
District.” 

Prior to serving at Cordele First UMC, Rev. Thompson served at Colquitt UMC, as a missionary 
in Latin America, and as associate pastor at Americus First UMC. 

“I am honored and humbled to be asked to serve the people of the Coastal District,” said Rev. 
Thompson. “I love the Church, and I’m excited for the opportunity to help our congregations 
grow the Kingdom of God. What a blessing it is to be able to work together to reach others with 
the love of Jesus Christ.” 

The other five district superintendents currently serving will be reappointed to serve in their 
respective districts. 

Dr. Rick Lanford will continue as the North Central Superintendent; Rev. Chris Ramsey will 
continue to serve as the Northeast District Superintendent; Dr. Buddy Cooper will continue 
serving as the Northwest District Superintendent; Rev. Henry Bass will continue to serve as the 
South Central District Superintendent; and Dr. Nita Crump will continue serving as the 
Southwest District Superintendent. 

“As Dr. Wayne Moseley announces his retirement, I want to take this opportunity to express my 
gratitude for Wayne and Sharon and for the friendship and support they have given me and 
Sherrill,” said Bishop Bryan. “For 42 years Dr. Moseley has fulfilled his commitment to go 
where he was sent and to be a faithful shepherd of the flock of Christ. Wayne has excelled in his 
pastoral roles because of his devotion to Christ, his desire to grow the kingdom of God, his 
attention to churches and pastors, and his knack for finding places where new or revitalized 
churches are needed.”    



Bishop Bryan and the Appointive Cabinet continue their work to prayerfully discern the pastoral 
appointment changes. They will meet nearly weekly through April to make decisions and to 
prayerfully seek God’s guidance. Throughout the process, District Superintendents will continue 
to be in conversation with congregations and clergy as needed. 

“Thank you for your prayers for me and for the Cabinet as we fulfill our responsibilities in the 
appointment-making process,” Bishop Bryan said. “Our goal is to seek appointments that best 
enable our local churches and our clergy to be Alive Together in Christ.” 

As they were last year, appointments will be released at the same time, to local churches on April 
29 and to the public, via the Conference website, on April 30. 

All appointments are considered firm projections pending the official announcement at the 
conclusion of the Annual Conference session on June 5, on Jekyll Island. 

 

2018 appointment-making season begins in the South Georgia Conference 

It’s appointment-making season in The United Methodist Church, and this week Bishop Bryan 
and the Appointive Cabinet are meeting for several days to pray, worship, and begin the 
decision-making process of appointments. The 2018-2019 appointment-making schedule is 
available here. 
 
“One of the primary ways you can see how alive we are is through the appointment-making 
process,” said Bishop Bryan in a video explaining South Georgia’s appointment-making process. 
“In that process, local churches, extension ministries, clergy, district superintendents, and the 
bishop are alive together in seeking the best way to deploy our resources so as to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” 
 
Click here to watch the video 
 
The Appointive Cabinet will meet this week and regularly through April to make decisions and 
to prayerfully seek God’s guidance. Throughout the process District Superintendents will 
continue to be in conversation with congregations and clergy. 
 
As was done last year, appointments will be released at the same time, to local churches on April 
29 and to the public, via the Conference website, on April 30. 
 

New fund helps retired pastors in time of need 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Unexpected help from a new fund that helps retired pastors in their time of need has made Rev. 
Guy Mathis’ life a little easier these days. 
 
Suffering from coronary artery disease, Rev. Mathis has had open-heart surgery and retired from 
full-time pastoral duties in 2015. Serving Desoto United Methodist Church part time in 



retirement, upon his wife’s sudden death in October 2016 he became the primary caregiver for 
their three adopted grandchildren. 
 
So when he was told that The Shepherd’s Fund was offering financial assistance to retired 
pastors with medical needs, he somewhat reluctantly applied. Having always been independent, 
it was difficult to ask for help, but Rev. Mathis realized his need and the need to continue 
providing for his grandchildren. The funds they gave helped provide for the care of his 
grandchildren, two of whom have special needs, and for his stay in the independent living 
section of Magnolia Manor.  
 
“It was a relief,” Rev. Mathis said of receiving the assistance. “I was really struggling and they 
took a lot of the anxiety and worry away. Just knowing that I could see that the children could 
live like they were living (was a relief).” 
 
The Shepherd’s Fund, a medical assistance fund for retired pastors, deacons, and others serving 
under appointment by the bishop, is passionate about helping those who have served in full-time 
pastoral ministry. What began in the South Georgia Conference has expanded to include the 
Alabama-West Florida, Mississippi, and Kentucky Conferences. Plans are in place to soon cover 
the entire Southeastern Jurisdiction. 
 
“Pastors are called to be shepherds of a flock, and this is a fund for them,” said Philip Tisdale 
with The Shepherd’s Fund. “Most pastors really sacrifice a lot to lead and serve a church, and 
it’s really important to us that we help them whenever and however we can.” 
 
Established in March 2017 and supported by an outside funding source, The Shepherd’s Fund 
has paid out more than $107,000 to help retired clergy and their families with medical expenses. 
In addition to doctor’s or hospital bills, The Shepherd’s Fund has assisted with pharmacy bills, 
travel expenses associated with medical treatment, funeral costs, medical equipment, and more. 
 
While most needs The Shepherd’s Fund approves are medical needs for a retiree or the retiree’s 
spouse, they recently expanded the program to include disabled pastors who aren’t retired and 
children or grandchildren under the care or guardianship of retired pastors. 
 
The application process is simple. Those who are eligible – retired clergy, retired clergy spouses, 
disabled pastors, and retired pastors who have children or guardianship of children with medical 
needs – should contact their District Superintendent and request an application. The application 
is easy to fill out, Tisdale said, and only requires basic information and the need. From there the 
application will be returned to the District Superintendent who will send it to The Shepherd’s 
Fund. The Shepherd’s Fund will review it and work with their partner, Helping Hands 
Ministries, to evaluate it and best serve the clergy families. 
 
“We’re not looking for a reason to say no to someone, we’re looking for a reason to say yes,” 
Tisdale said. “We really have a passion to serve pastors.” 
 
More than anything, The Shepherds Fund wants to honor and bless those who have served and 
sacrificed for the Kingdom of God, Tisdale said. 



 
“I was astounded when I first learned about this fund that helps meet the needs of retired pastors 
and their families,” said Bishop R. Lawson Bryan, episcopal leader of the South Georgia 
Conference. “This is such an extravagantly generous blessing that one year later I am even more 
in awe of The Shepherd’s Fund. This demonstrates what it means to be Alive Together in Christ. 
The pilot project was in South Georgia and now is expanding to include the entire Southeastern 
Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church. Glory to God!” 
 
Rev. Mathis is thankful for The Shepherd’s Fund and the help it's given him and his family. 
 
“I wasn’t looking for help even though I knew I needed help,” he said. “I thank God every day 
that there is somebody who cares that much. That humbles me. I’m blessed because they’ve done 
this, and it humbles me to know that there are Christian people out there who have this kind of 
compassion and love for other Christians.” 
 

Church uses Facebook Live to minister 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Ashburn, Ga. residents Sheila and Cliff Gibbs have been in Jacksonville since early November. 
Cliff Gibbs was at Mayo Clinic for nearly three and a half months before recently moving to a 
rehabilitation hospital. 

Even though they’ve been far from home for nearly four months, they haven’t felt too far away 
because they’ve been connected to their Ashburn United Methodist Church congregation each 
Sunday via Facebook Live. They haven’t missed a Sunday morning worship service and have 
never felt far from their community of faith. 

“Just to be able to hear the music and see the people and hear the preaching, it was wonderful,” 
Sheila Gibbs said. “Sometimes down here I felt alone, but when I could see everybody … it 
made me feel like I was part of the body of Christ. It was extremely uplifting.” 

Ashburn UMC is one of many South Georgia United Methodist churches that have turned to 
technology to connect with people both in their congregation and out in the community.  

Most churches have Facebook pages and websites to welcome prospective visitors, but Ashburn 
UMC decided this year to also explore video marketing via Facebook Live.  

With the Gibbs in Jacksonville for months and several members who are homebound and unable 
to attend weekly worship services, church leaders initially live-streamed revival services and 
weekly worship services via Facebook so they would be able to worship with the church family. 

“It’s a creative way for our small-to-medium church to do ministry,” said Rev. Carrie Myers, 
pastor of Ashburn UMC. Most of their congregation is active on Facebook, and many travel 
often, so it seemed a natural fit. 

It was easy to start, and relatively inexpensive, she said.  



Start with a phone; no professional video equipment needed 

Facebook Live is user-friendly for novices and pros alike. Just use the Facebook app on your 
smartphone (WiFi is recommended) to start a video. It is recommended that a tripod be used to 
ensure a steady shot.  

Plan and prepare 

No one would preach a sermon without preparing or walk into a boardroom without a plan, so 
don’t post anything online without first considering the audience, the content, the title, the 
length, and how it will be promoted. Once a Facebook Live video is complete, it is posted to the 
user’s or group’s Facebook page. 

Think beyond the worship service 

Not only can Facebook Live be useful for streaming worship services, but there are a host of 
other opportunities – outside the sanctuary – that the platform can help promote or share. Was a 
new staff member recently hired? Introduce them via Facebook Live. Give a brief tour of your 
church to potential guests. Have the pastor give a 15- or 30-second inspirational message mid-
week. 

With one small idea – reaching out across the miles to connect with friends – something bigger 
blossomed for Ashburn UMC, Rev. Myers said.  

“It snowballed into thinking how we could serve the whole congregation and then the 
community outside the congregation,” she said. “What we can do with technology is just 
limitless.” 

 

Pastors, churches respond to Florida massacre 
 
By Sam Hodges 
Feb. 15, 2018 | UMNS 
 
The Rev. Vance Rains had expected that his church’s Ash Wednesday evening service would be 
just like the noon service. 
 
But in-between, a mass shooting occurred at nearby Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, in 
Parkland, Florida. 
 
So evening worship at First United Methodist Church of Coral Springs, became a time for 
grieving, consoling and praying, with Rains improvising a new message. 
 
“I talked about Jesus calming the storm and basically said that Jesus obviously doesn’t calm all 
the storms, but he’s with us in the storms, and he’s bigger than the storms,” Rains said. 
 
Authorities have accused 19-year-old Nikolas Cruz, who had been expelled from the school, of 



using a semi-automatic AR-15 rifle in a Feb. 14 massacre that claimed 17 lives, including 
students and teachers. 
 
The high school is in Florida’s heavily suburban Broward County, but also close to the 
Everglades, which Marjory Stoneman Douglas helped preserve through her writings and 
advocacy. 
 
Rains said one of the shooting victims had participated in youth programs at First Church Coral 
Springs, though she wasn’t a member. 
 
No church members were killed or wounded. 
 
“We had a lot of students and teachers there, lots of deep connections,” Rains said. “Our families 
were waiting to get notice that their child was fine. … People are still in shock.” 
 
A youth member of Bethesda Haitian United Methodist Mission, in Tamarac was among the 
Douglas High student survivors. 
 
“We heard the guns shooting. We were so scared,” said Judeland Norceide, a 12th grader. 
 
The youth recalled a frantic, harrowing evacuation, and a tense two-hour wait to learn that a 
cousin of hers, a fellow Douglas student, was OK. Though no friends of hers were killed or 
wounded, she’s mourning the death of a beloved school staff member. 
 
Judeland’s pastor, the Rev. Aurilus Desmornes, counseled and prayed with her at the family 
home after the shootings. 
 
“She’s doing fine, but she was emotionally affected,” he said. 
 
The Rev. Cheryl Jane “CJ” Walter, pastor of Cokesbury United Methodist Church in nearby 
Margate, said her congregation had a few family and friend connections at the school. None were 
killed or injured. 
 
Cokesbury opened to offer prayer stations on Feb. 15, and planned an evening prayer vigil. 
 
“Basically, it’s just listening to people at this point and helping them find something to hold 
onto, and we’re so grateful that God’s holding onto us,” Walter said. 
 
The Rev. Cynthia Weems, superintendent of the Florida Conference’s South East District, noted 
the United Methodist pastors near the shootings are part of a highly effective covenant or support 
group. 
 
“They are positioned particularly well to lead their congregations and communities in this time 
of tragedy due to their strong friendships with one another and the years of shared ministry they 
have modeled to their larger community, including church-school partnerships that are a priority 
for the Florida Conference,” Weems wrote in an email. 



 
Bishop Kenneth Carter, who oversees the Florida Conference and also is the incoming president 
of the Council of Bishops, offered a statement, which read in part: 
 
“In light of (the Feb. 15) shootings, we repent from our participation in a culture of death; we 
acknowledge the harm we do to others; and we claim the power of the cross that breaks the cycle 
of violence and retaliation. We also grieve with the communities of Parkland and Coral Springs,” 
he said. 
 
Many United Methodists took to social media to express horror and outrage at the nation’s latest 
mass shooting, one of six to occur in schools in the last two years. 
 
The United Methodist Church supports legislation to curb gun violence, and endorses a ban of 
large-capacity ammunition magazines and weapons. 
 
The Rev. Susan Henry-Crowe, top executive of the denomination’s Board of Church and 
Society, said United Methodists should do more than pray about the Florida tragedy. 
 
“We must heed the words of the prophet Isaiah to turn swords in plowshares and spears into 
pruning hooks. We must lift the words from our United Methodist Church and turn them into 
action by advocating with lawmakers,” she said. 
 
The sign at the United Methodist Building, where Church and Society’s offices are, was changed 
after the shooting. The sign now reads: “How long O Lord until Congress acts to prevent gun 
violence.” 
 
Meanwhile, at First Church, Coral Springs, Rains used his blog to muse on what “broke” the 
assailant and to acknowledge his own struggles in the massacre’s aftermath. 
 
“I’m torn between wondering if the church is making any difference in this world at all, and 
knowing Christ, working in the church, is the only hope we have,” Rains wrote. 
 
Sam Hodges, a writer for United Methodist News Service writer, lives in Dallas. Contact him at 
(615) 742-5470 or newsdesk@umcom.org. 
 

Transformation and success are not the same 

In the Heart of the Connection 
Rev. Dr. Matt Woodbery, Director of Connectional Ministries 

Who, being in very nature God, 
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
rather, he made himself nothing 
    by taking the very nature of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 
And being found in appearance as a man, 



    he humbled himself 
    by becoming obedient to death— 
        even death on a cross! 

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
    and gave him the name that is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father.  
Philippians 2:6-11 

The annual Lenten journey has begun. Like many journeys, there is a certain destination. For 
Christians practicing the disciplines of Lent like fasting, study, acts of service, and charity, the 
journey becomes richer with each step. We know many of the way points on this journey, with 
Palm or Passion Sunday, Holy Week, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday as stations along the 
way.  

But what will make for a meaningful journey? If we measure our journey by the standards of this 
world – by how faithfully we keep to our Lenten fasting or by the sense of accomplishment of 
keeping to our devotionals during this season – then we will fall to the temptation of considering 
success as the goal. That in some way, we will have won in some sort of spiritual challenge with 
scores being kept as if we were performing some event at the Olympics. 

The season of Lent was designed not as a course to be run, but as a time of reflection and 
contemplation. A time to think about things unthinkable; of God who would consider humanity 
worth giving up the holiness of heaven in order to join us in our broken, profane lives. A time for 
an encounter with the Holy One in Holy Scriptures. A time to serve as others expecting to 
experience the love of God that will lead to transformed hearts and minds. 

May your journey be challenging and transformational. May it be so on your Lenten journey. 

From the Heart of the Connection, 

Matt 

 

Advocacy: ONE voice can change the world 

Each year the Advocacy team selects an area of focus from among the four members' deepest 
cares and concerns. This year, the Advocacy team is focusing on ending extreme poverty 
worldwide. Our Advocacy point of contact for this issue is Rev. Ashley Randall who has done 
extensive work on the issue with the ONE Campaign. Over the next year we will share about how 
we can engage with this issue from various perspectives. If you have any questions or would like 
to join us in this work, please contact Rev. Ashley Randall. 

By Rev. Ashley Randall 



For many people, their first personal experience of extreme poverty comes when they travel as a 
part of a mission team. In many places around the world people do not have access to clean 
water, adequate food supplies, or basic medical services. Witnessing these conditions firsthand 
can be particularly disturbing. On the other hand, many people recognize that the problems in 
many of these communities could be improved, if not resolved, if those with the resources and 
the authority made the necessary commitments.  

When people return home they often feel called to tell their family, friends, and fellow church 
members about their experience. They are moved to respond to do something to improve the 
conditions in the area they have visited. As they share their story, people often wonder what they 
can do to help. Some of them may sign up for the next mission trip. Others are glad to write a 
check. Many are left to wonder, “What can one person do?” 

About 20 years ago a young man who grew up going to church with his mother and brother in 
suburban Dublin, Ireland travelled to Ethiopia with his wife to work in a World Vision feeding 
camp. After working there for about a month, he began to wonder how much more might be able 
to be accomplished to improve the lives of the people he met in the camps.  

After he returned from Africa, Paul David Hewson—known by his stage name, Bono—began 
conversations with political leaders, as well as members of the Christian mission community. He 
also reached out to a number of major philanthropists. 

In 2004, 11 non-profit humanitarian and advocacy organizations (Bread for the World, CARE, 
DATA, International Medical Corps, International Rescue Committee, Mercy Corps, Oxfam 
America, Plan USA, Save the Children U.S., World Concern, and World Vision), with funding 
from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, came together to found the ONE campaign. 

ONE is a campaigning and advocacy organization of more than nine million people around the 
world taking action to end extreme poverty and preventable disease, particularly in Africa. One 
of its core principles is that the fight against poverty isn’t about charity, but about justice and 
equality 

The name ONE was inspired by the belief that one voice, coming together with many others— 
the political left and right, business leaders, activists, faith leaders, and students—can change the 
world for the better. 

Whether lobbying political leaders in world capitals or running cutting-edge grassroots 
campaigns, ONE pressures governments to do more to fight AIDS and other preventable, 
treatable diseases in the poorest places on the planet, to empower small-holder farmers, to 
expand access to energy, and to combat corruption so governments are accountable to their 
citizens. ONE is strictly nonpartisan. 

ONE’s nine million members are critical to this work. They come from every walk of life and 
from across the political spectrum. They’re artists and activists, faith and business leaders, 
students and scientists. They take action day in, day out—organizing, mobilizing, educating, and 
advocating so that people will have the chance not just to survive, but to thrive. 



ONE teams in Washington, D.C., New York, London, Johannesburg, Brussels, Berlin, Paris, 
Ottawa, and Abuja educate and lobby governments to shape policy solutions that save and 
improve millions of lives—and which every year are under threat from cuts and other priorities. 

ONE is not a grant-making organization and they do not solicit funding from the public or 
receive government funds. ONE is funded almost entirely by foundations, individual 
philanthropists, and corporations. 

Currently ONE is engaged is an effort to improve the access to education for girls around the 
world. Using the hashtag “#GirlsCount,” ONE is doing all it can to raise awareness of the 130 
million girls around the world who are not in school. That’s 130 million potential engineers, 
entrepreneurs, and political leaders the world is missing out on. Education is one of the most 
powerful weapons in the fight against extreme poverty—so it’s an outrage that so many girls are 
still denied the chance to learn. 

In the next few weeks, we’ve got an incredible opportunity to change this. Global leaders are 
being asked to crowdfund one of the biggest education funders in the world’s poorest 
countries—the Global Partnership for Education. If they all chip in enough, it would mean 
millions more girls will have the chance to complete a full 12 years of school. 

You may never have the opportunity to participate in a mission team, but you can write a letter 
or make a call that could make a difference. Go to one.org/faith and learn more about ending 
extreme poverty worldwide. It costs nothing for you to join and they will never ask you for a 
contribution. Instead, they’ll ask you to write a letter or make a call to your member of Congress. 
When you do that, you will be helping shape policy solutions that save and improve millions of 
lives.  

Rev. Ashley Randall has attended ONE’s Summit in Washington, D.C. for the past two years and 
lobbied members of Congress. He would welcome the opportunity to visit your congregation and 
speak about the ONE campaign and how you can join in the effort. 

 

The Good Fight of Faith 

Winter Quarter: Faith in Action 
Unit 3: Self-Controlled, Upright and Godly Faith 

Sunday school lesson for the week of February 25, 2018 
By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 
 
Scripture Lesson: I Timothy 6: 11-21 
 
The final lesson of the quarter is from Paul’s letter to his beloved son-in-the-faith—
Timothy.  We are aware many scholars deny the Pauline authorship of the two letters addressed 
to Timothy, but we are assuming they were written by Paul, because of their very personal nature 



and hard-won advice from an old soldier of Christ to a young warrior. If Paul did write them, 
they were written from prison in Rome to Timothy in Ephesus, where the Church was under 
attack from both Roman and Jewish influences. If by Paul, these two letters are among the last 
Paul ever wrote. 

All quarter our lessons have centered on faith: first, how the early church expressed its faith as it 
spread; secondly, how Daniel and his three friends were strengthened by their faith in exile and 
persecution; and finally, how our faith is demonstrated through both actions and words. 

The role of Timothy as Paul’s “trouble-shooter” is intriguing. They first met in Lystra on Paul’s 
Second Missionary Journey. Paul recognized something special in Timothy from the start. Part 
of it was his family background of a Jewish mother and Greek father. Eunice, his mother, and 
Lois, his grandmother, had become Christians. (II Timothy 1:5 and Acts 16:1-3) After being 
circumcised he joined Paul and Silas on the rest of the journey. Paul sent him to Corinth: “This is 
why I sent Timothy to you; he is my loved and trusted child in the Lord…” (I Corinthians 4:17) 
Again, he was sent to Thessalonica “to find out about their faithfulness.” (I Thessalonians 3: 2ff)  

The instruction Paul gives to Timothy is encompassed in love. Teaching without love is only 
dogma, and love without a firm basis in faith is pure sentiment. The two go together, and Paul 
was very aware of the combination. As always in Paul’s letters, much of his instruction was 
specific for the situation in Ephesus. 

The structure of the lesson’s scripture is important. We like what Gary Demorest suggests: 11-16 
is Paul’s conclusion to this letter, as punctuated by the “AMEN.” Paul then adds two postscripts 
regarding wealth and doctrinal disputes interfering with active discipleship. 

Either fight or flight is the human reaction to danger. Paul encourages Timothy to do both in 
different circumstances. Paul says “flee” from false teaching and the love of money. On the other 
hand, he is to “pursue” righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness. Like his listing 
of the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians, Paul loves to string together a list of Christian virtues to be 
cultivated. Such virtues take time to grow and develop, but one must know the goal. Paul makes 
clear to Timothy where he is to go. 

Timothy is around 30 years old. As such, he would be instructing older members of the 
church.  He can only accomplish his work if he has demonstrated his maturity in the faith. Earlier 
Paul has said, “Let no one despise your youth!” Spiritual maturity does not depend on age, but 
openness to complete trust in God. The list of attributes given by Paul describes his benchmark. 

Our theme verse is I Timothy 6:12: “Fight the good fight of faith. Take hold of the eternal life to 
which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many 
witnesses.” 

The word “fight” is not the military word but the root of our word “agonize.” Paul knows first-
hand the Christian life is a constant struggle. The event of Timothy’s confession (profession) of 
faith had taken place in Lystra, where he grew up. With the influence of his mother and 



grandmother, he had made an early profession of his faith. His example was important to the 
spread of the faith, not only in Lystra, but in the surrounding area of Asia Minor.   

Paul wanted Timothy to see the importance of a long-range view of faithful discipleship, first as 
an example to the Ephesians, but also to all the churches who had come to know him as a 
companion of Paul. Discouragement is an everyday enemy of our faith. As the poet said, “The 
world is too much with us…” Life now and life eternally is at stake. Paul is facing his death, but 
Timothy still has several decades of service and needs to “keep on keeping on.” Timothy has a 
fight ahead, and it is worth the effort. 

Paul concludes with a doxology of praise: “God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of Kings 
and Lord of lords, who alone is immortal, and who lives in unapproachable light, Whom no one 
has seen or can see. To Him be honor and might forever.  Amen.” 

The following verses are two postscripts to the letter. The first deals with wealth. Paul realizes 
money seems to be a problem for followers of Jesus—and it still is! Earlier in this chapter Paul 
had written: “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.” (6:10 NIV) The danger, as Paul 
describes it, is an arrogance that becomes a threat to the relationship of faith to God. Wealth 
becomes an idol. For the Christian, riches are expressed in good works—using money for the 
blessing of others. Generosity is a virtue the wealthy must cultivate, along with an attitude of 
sharing, not entitlement. As we have learned, money is not the evil—but the love of money! 

His second postscript also deals with a subject mentioned earlier in 6:3 ff. Controversy about 
theology can become a barrier to the proper expression of discipleship. Here is another of Paul’s 
lists, albeit negative. Envy, quarrels, malicious talk, evil suspicions, and constant friction are 
infesting the church at Ephesus.   

As this lesson is being written, the South Georgia Conference is asked to pray for “The 
Commission on a Way Forward”—the group tasked by the General Conference to find a way to 
guide the United Methodist Church through the treacherous waters threatening to split the church 
over sexual orientation. To us the lesson is obvious. All the negative forces named by Paul have 
been at work. There is an answer—God’s amazing and undeserved grace born from God’s 
infinite love. If the Church errs, let the error be on the side of love and not law. As Paul said to 
Timothy, “Fight the good fight and take hold of the eternal life to which you were called.” Or, as 
Sam loves to say: “In the grip of grace.” With God’s grace and love, we can do it! 

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net. 

 

The Lord Will Provide 
 
Spring Quarter: Acknowledging God 
Unit 1: Follow in My Ways 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of March 4, 2018 



By Dr. Hal Brady 
 
Lesson Scripture: Genesis 22:1-3, 6-14 
Background Scripture: Genesis 22 
 
Lesson Aims 

1. Describe the events surrounding Abraham’s near sacrifice of Isaac. 
2. Explain the implications for Abraham of obeying God’s command to sacrifice Isaac. 

   
The theme of the third quarter is “Acknowledging God.” As we are reminded, most of us are 
familiar with the child’s mealtime prayer, “God is great, God is good, let us thank him for our 
food.” In that prayer we note that God is indeed great. And that greatness is seen again and again in 
the studies of this quarter. 
 
Unit 1 is called, “Follow in My Ways.” Lesson 1, which is based on Genesis 22, records Abraham’s 
willingness to offer his son Isaac as a burnt offering. When Isaac questioned where the lamb for the 
burnt offering was, his father Abraham replied, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt 
offering” (Genesis 22:8). And God did provide the lamb, sparing Isaac. 
 
Scholars then remind us that the very place where this incident occurred (Mount Moriah) became 
the site of the magnificent temple built by King Solomon (2 Chronicles 3:1). The focus of the 
following lessons 2-4 are on the events surrounding the Temple’s dedication.   
 
Moving to today’s lesson, it is one thing to say we trust God, and entirely something else to place 
our own future completely in God’s hands. Before us is Abraham’s opportunity to do just this. 
Because he rose to the challenge, he is, indeed, a model of faith for us all. 
 
While the Scriptures acknowledge that Abraham was a man of faith (Genesis 15:6; Romans 4:16-
22; Galatians 3:6-9), they do not suggest that his was a perfect faith. For instance, Abraham 
demonstrated great faith in leaving his home in Ur (Genesis 12:1-4). But by the end of the same 
chapter, he was telling his wife, Sarah, to lie and say she was his sister in order to save his own skin 
(12:10-20). 
 
As you recall, later, Abraham had a “home” problem. When Sarah failed to conceive, Abraham 
impregnated her maidservant Hagar rather than seek the Lord’s will.  This created serious tension in 
Abraham’s household (Genesis 16:1-6). Then, after God made it clear that Sarah would give him a 
son, Abraham handed her over to the pagan king, Abimelech (20:1-18), once again, failing to trust 
God.   
 
But in spite of all this, God remained faithful to Abraham and Sarah. Scholars remind us that God 
delivered them from several powerful kings and watched over the circumstances that involved Lot, 
Hagar, and Ishmael (Hagar’s son). And, of course, God provided the son of promise for whom 
Abraham and Sarah had been waiting: Isaac. 



 
However, by the time we get to our scripture lesson, (Genesis 22:1-3; 6-14), we are wondering 
about God’s patience. You see, Abraham was definitely a man of spiritual highs and lows. He had 
faith alright, but it was inconsistent faith. Perhaps, at this point, Abraham himself was wondering 
about his faith—was it a great faith or had the years taken their toll on it? 
 
Lesson Outline 
 
1. God Tests Abraham (Genesis 22:1-3) 
 
After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And Abraham replied, “Here I 
am.” God said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, 
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I will show you.” (Genesis 
22:1,2). 
 
The Hebrew underneath the word “tested” is the idea of proving the worth of something. 
Consequently, we can be sure that God is testing Abraham for Abraham’s own good.   
 
As for Abraham himself, he didn’t know whether he had enough faith to follow God’s leading until 
he was tested. Again, that’s the purpose of testing: to discover strengths and weaknesses. Thus, 
God’s testing of Abraham’s faithfulness is essential if God is to move into the future with him. 
 
According to scholars, God’s request of Abraham is startling in at least three ways (Verse 2). First, 
it is odd that God identifies Isaac as Abraham’s only son. We recall that Abraham’s firstborn son is 
actually Ishmael, even if he was born to Sarah’s servant, Hagar. Ishmael is still Abraham’s son.  
 
The explanation for this curiosity is found in Genesis 21. There we see that discord within the 
family causes Abraham to send Hagar and Ishmael away. At this point, God relieves Abraham of 
his parental responsibility, by looking after Ismael’s growing up years himself. Besides, Isaac is the 
“only son” in fulfillment of God’s promise (21:12). 
 
Moriah is mentioned only one other time in the Bible (2 Chronicles 3:1). That passage informs us 
that many centuries later Israel’s King Solomon would build the temple on Mount Moriah in 
Jerusalem.     
 
Second, it is odd that God asks Abraham to perform child sacrifice! This directive not only wrecks 
our sensibilities, but God is clearly opposed to child sacrifice in the Old Testament (for example, 
see Jeremiah 32:35). 
 
However, we are informed that from Abraham’s perspective, the practice in and of itself may not 
seem so odd. Some of the Pagan gods of his time were worshipped this way. In addition, Abraham 
does not know as much about God as we do, having all the scripture at his disposal. Also, the law 
prohibiting child sacrifice was given by Moses five centuries later.   



 
This leads to the third strange aspect of this passage: that God asks Abraham to sacrifice the child 
of the promise. No doubt, this is what disturbed Abraham the most. Abraham’s whole relationship 
with God is built around the promise that God will make him into a great nation with countless 
descendants (Genesis 12:1-3).  Now, God is asking Abraham to kill this long awaited for special 
son.   
 
In verse 3, we are not told that Abraham says anything in response to God’s command. His actions 
speak for him as he rises early the next day to begin the three-day journey. 
 
Scholars tell us that Abraham has been directed to offer his son at Moriah, the same place where 
priests would later offer Israel’s legitimate sacrifices to God. It is also very near to here where God 
would offer his only Son, Jesus, as a sacrifice for sin. 
 
II.  Abraham Trusts God (Genesis 22:6-10) 
 
After leaving the two men, Abraham and Isaac walked on together toward Mount Moriah. As they 
walked along, Isaac asked Abraham “Father, we have the wood and the fire, but where is the lamb 
for a burnt offering?” And Abraham responded, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt 
offering, my son” (22:7,8). 
 
Does Abraham really believe that God will provide the lamb for the burnt offering?  Scholars point 
to Hebrews 11:19 as a helpful commentary in answering this question.”  He (Abraham) considered 
the fact that God is able to raise someone from the dead—and figuratively speaking, he did receive 
him back.”  Earlier, when telling his two servants to stay behind, Abraham had added, “Stay here 
with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship and then we will come back to 
you.”  So, Abraham seems to expect that God would intervene in some way on his son’s behalf.   
 
“God will provide…,” Abraham said. Either that is the silliest statement ever made or Abraham has 
made one of the most profound statements in all the Bible. Abraham is saying, “No matter the 
circumstances, I’m still going to trust in the goodness of God’s grace. 
 
Upon their arrival at Mount Moriah, Abraham quickly builds an altar of stones, lays the wood 
across the stones and gently places his son on the wood. Then Abraham slowly lifts the knife. It is 
suggested that the level of Isaac’s terror is probably matched by the level of Abraham’s anguish. At 
any rate, only God’s intervention can make a difference now.   
 
III.  God Spares Isaac (Genesis 22:11-14) 
 
Scholars declare that for the second time in this story, Abraham responds, “Here I am” when 
addressed.  This is the climax of the story. Abraham is interrupted just as he is about to carry out the 
sacrifice commanded of him. The two-fold calling of “Abraham! Abraham!” carries a real sense of 
urgency. In verse 12, God says, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I 



know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” These 
words tell us that Abraham has indeed passed the test that God has set before him. In essence, God 
has asked him, “Do you trust me and me alone to fulfill my promises to you? Are you willing to 
give up all control and place your entire future into my hands?” Abraham’s answers to these 
questions is a resounding, “yes!” When he raises the knife, Abraham boldly declares his conviction 
that God is his only hope. And with that unspoken confession of faith, he receives his son back, as 
though from the dead (Hebrews 11:19). 
 
It is important that we not misinterpret the phrase “I know that you fear God.” To be sure, God is 
not glad that Abraham is afraid of him. Rather, fear is another way to express worship. Clearly, God 
is Abraham’s ultimate motivation. And this is the heart of true worship. As the writer of 1 Samuel 
15:22 expresses it, “Surely, to obey is better than sacrifice…”   
 
Now, to Abraham’s delight, his own words about the “substitute lamb” come to pass. God does 
indeed provide the animal to be sacrificed. Scholars inform us that the mention of Abraham looking 
up and seeing the lamb is important given what occurs in verse 14. 
 
Since God has faithfully provided for Abraham, Abraham names the location “The Lord will 
Provide.”  Abraham fully understands that the one true God always provides for his people. In fact, 
this whole account has been about God’s faithfulness and whether Abraham truly believes that God 
will keep his promises. No question, God is faithful, and Abraham truly believes.   
 
Conclusion 
 
As I mentioned earlier, it is one thing to say we trust God, and entirely something else to place our 
own future completely in God’s hands. With Abraham’s faith as our model, what can we learn from 
this story and lesson? 
 
Hear me now! Since God’s people are continuously in a battle with various powers, both human 
and supernatural, that wages war against us, the temptation is always to compromise our faith. 
Inevitably these evil forces invite us to trust in our own strength. Like Abraham, however, we must 
trust God and God alone to provide for all our needs. We must live in the light of His promises to 
us. Equipped with God’s armor (Ephesians 6:10-18) and through Him, we will certainly triumph. 
 
Action Plan: 
 

1. In what ways does God test a believer’s obedience today? 
2. Have class members write a brief prayer of trust in God’s continued provision. 

 
Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 
encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries (halbradyministries.com).  
 



Satan is a Powerless Wolf 

PATHWAY TO HIS PRESENCE 
B.J. FUNK 

Have you seen the TV commercial where a granddaddy is reading the story of the Three Little 
Pigs to his grandson? As the wolf approaches the pigs’ home of straw, he huffs and puffs to blow 
down the house. The child interrupts, “Kind of like you, Grandpa, when you huff and puff?” 

Grandpa explains, “That’s right. When you have COPD, it’s hard to get air in and air out.” The 
commercial continues as the wolf tries hard to blow down the house of straw, but he is unable to 
blow hard enough. The obvious conclusion is that the listener with COPD should purchase the 
advertisement’s product. The obvious conclusion for the Christian is a bit different. 

What a great illustration of the helplessness of Satan. He comes to our lives like a strong wolf, 
but in reality, he cannot blow down our house because we are built on the strong foundation of 
Jesus Christ. He thinks he can. He acts like he can. He wants to, and he tries to, but he cannot. 
He is powerless. He is a wolf with COPD. 

He is a thief, who comes to steal, kill and destroy. (John 10:10) He rushes into your life, seeking 
to bring havoc to your plans. He wants to destroy your life. He wants to destroy your family. He 
is in an all-out war against us. 

The Christian has nothing to fear. We know that Satan is defeated before he even begins. Christ 
took care of that on the cross. He fought that battle and won. 

He would love nothing better than to steal your testimony, to show others that you are not really 
the Christian you say you are. He is your enemy who sometimes poses as a friend. Sometimes he 
even dresses in sheep’s clothing. 

We need to be reminded of the victory we have in Christ. Many Christians are like those three 
pigs, cowering in fear and looking at Wolf Satan with fear and trembling. Because we have 
difficulties and because we often face hardships, we forget that we already have the victory 
through Christ. 

So, next time you begin to tremble with fear over pain Satan tries to throw at you, stop and 
remember that Satan has no power over you. 

He is simply a wolf with COPD. 

The Rev. B.J. Funk is associate pastor of Central UMC in Fitzgerald. Email Rev. Funk at 
bjfunk@bellsouth.net.  

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays - February 2018 
 
2/01 – Rodney Body: 1205 North Palm Dr.; Plant City, FL 33563  
2/03 – Eugene Barlow: 605 Victoria Circle; Warner Robins, GA 31088  



2/03 – David Barton: PO Box 497; Talbotton, GA 31827  
2/03 – Wesley Jones, Jr.: 122 Woodland Terrace; Moulton, AL 35650  
2/04 – John Bagwell: 5300 Zebulon Rd., Apt. 2226; Macon, GA 31210  
2/04 – Bob Dixon: 1808 E. Washington St.; Thomasville, GA 31792  
2/06 – Robert Buckles: 5429 Sirius Dr.; Wilmington, NC 28405  
2/07 – George Anderson: 1298 Diamond Rd.; Dixon Mills, AL 36736  
2/07 – Bill Brown: 109 Woodlawn Dr.; Statesboro, GA 30458  
2/09 – John O’Connor: 116 Jeb Circle; Fitzgerald, GA 31750  
2/10 – Paul Best: PO Box 747; Social Circle, GA 30025  
2/10 – Bill Reincheld: PO Box 13131; Jekyll Island, GA 31527  
2/10 – Tommy Veal: 340 Pine Hill Rd.; Dublin, GA 31021  
2/11 – Robert Poston: 105 Hawk Hammock Dr.; Springfield, GA 31329  
2/12 – Robert Bean: 326 Wildsmith Dr.; Brunswick, GA 31525  
2/14 – Jim Jensen: 4323 15th St.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522  
2/15 – Mark Carter: 1741 Stevens Rd.; Ellaville, GA 31806 
2/16 – Bill Lee: 480 Bostwick Circle; Vidalia, GA 30474 
2/18 – Don Black: 13553 Highway 171 N; Avera, GA 30803-5234 
2/19 – Don Proctor: 106 Ingham St.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522  
2/20 – C.G. Haugabook, Jr.: 215 Walters St.; Plains, GA 31780  
2/20 – David Hudson: PO Box 521; Portal, GA 30450  
2/20 – Lee Pulliam: 16702 Ollifftown; Metter, GA 30439  
2/21 – Jim Duvall: 10502 Regal View Loop; Clermont, FL 34711 
2/22 – Wayne DeFore: 107 Chestnut St.; Bloomingdale, GA 31302  
2/24 – Tommy McCook, Jr.: 93 Edgewater Dr.; Midway, GA 31320  
2/24 – Marcelle Myers: 110 Arthurs Ct.; Kingsland, GA 31548 
2/25 – Wesley Jones: 5942 Plantation Villa Dr. N.; Macon, GA 31210  
2/27 – Ed Cadle: 163 Robin Rd.; Guyton, GA 31312  
2/27 – Jim Osborn: 310 Slash Pine Dr.; Broxton, GA 31519  
2/27 – Donald Sparks: PO Box 407; Portal, GA 30450 
 
OBITUARIES 

Mrs. Katherine Bird 
Mrs. Katherine Whaley Bird, age 96, passed away peacefully Monday, February 12, surrounded 
by her loving family. 

The Chatham County native moved to Stilson with her family as a child and attended Stilson 
School. She and her family later moved to Statesboro, where she graduated from The Lab School 
at Georgia Teacher’s College. She was a member of Pittman Park United Methodist Church, and 
previously a member of Langston United Methodist Church. Katherine was active in the Senior 
Center at the Statesboro Department of Parks and Recreation, where she looked forward to 
meeting with her friends. 

Katherine loved to sew, knit, crochet and in recent years, she loved putting together puzzles. 

As a pastor’s wife, Katherine was very involved with the church and particularly the UMW, and 
held many positions in that organization. 



As a mother, she provided the family with much love and devotion. 

Katherine was preceded in death by her husband, the Rev. Horace Bird; her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. George W. Whaley Sr.; two brothers, George Whaley Jr. and Frank Whaley; two sisters, 
Eleanor Still and Hilda Wilson; son-in-law, Wendell Waters; and great-grandsons, Stephen 
Cepec and Joseph Pierson. 

Mrs. Bird is survived by her twin daughters, Lannette Edenfield and her husband, Randy; and 
Annette Waters; two sons, Carl Bird and his wife, Rita; and Larry Bird and his wife, Sunshine; 
brothers, Donald Whaley and his wife, Jan; and Johnny Whaley; sister, Sue Whaley Brannen and 
her husband, Bill, all of Statesboro; sisters-in-law, Caroline Whaley of Statesboro and Elsie 
Whaley of Pooler; eight grandchildren, Keith Edenfield and his wife, Angie; Dianne Schol and 
her husband, Rusty; Sandra Cepec and her husband, Ralph; Debra Pierson and her husband, 
Clay; Rhonda Bird, David Bird and his wife, Wendy; Christie Williams and her husband, David; 
and Karen Gore and her husband, Jason; 20 great-grandchildren, great-granddaughter-in-law, 
Melanie Cepec; and several nieces and nephews. 

Services were held Friday, February 16, at Pittman Park United Methodist Church with the Rev. 
Bill Bagwell and the Rev. David Blalock officiating. 

Burial followed in Middleground Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery. 

Pallbearers were David Bird, Keith Edenfield, Nickolas (Nick) Edenfield, Nathaniel Schol, 
Daniel Pierson and Samuel Cepec. 

Please visit the online memorial at www.hodgesmoore.com to sign the guestbook and share fond 
memories with the Bird family. 

Memorial contributions may be made to Pittman Park United Methodist Church, 1102 Fair Road, 
Statesboro, Georgia 30458. 

 
Scripture Readings - February 20 
 
Feb. 25 
Second Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
Psalm 22:23-31 (UMH 752) 
Romans 4:13-25 
Mark 8:31-38 
 
March 4 
Third Sunday in Lent 
Exodus 20:1-17 
Psalm 19 (UMH 750) 
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
John 2:13-22 



 
March 11 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Numbers 21:4-9 
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 (UMH 830) 
Ephesians 2:1-10 
John 3:14-21 
 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 2/20/2018 edition 
 

Bishop Bryan's calendar 
It’s now easier than ever to find out when and where Bishop Bryan will be preaching in your 
district and around the conference. Visit the updated calendar and events page on the conference 
website and look for the red highlighted dates. 
 

Campus Crawl: A United Methodist College Tour for High School Students - Feb. 22-25 
The North and South Georgia Conferences are teaming up with United Methodist college 
presidents and campus ministries to offer Campus Crawl - a retreat for high school students (9th-
12th grade) designed to introduce them to campus ministries, bring them to college campuses in 
Georgia, and help parents know the nuts and bolts of what's needed in the transition to college. 
The tour begins Thursday night, February 22 and ends Sunday, February 25. Click here for more 
information. Click here to register. 
 

Kingdom Builders Promotion Sunday - Feb. 25 
You are blessed to be a blessing. We have been blessed to travel roads that were paved by those 
that went before us. Our lives have been changed by the investments they made. Now the torch 
has been passed to us to make the investments that will pave the road for the generation that will 
follow us. In 1962 the Kingdom Builders Club was started to change lives by funding new 
ministries and new congregations. Several of the largest congregations in South Georgia were 
started with funds from Kingdom Builders. In fact, the #1 and the #2 fastest growing United 
Methodist Congregations in the U.S. over the past 10 years are both in our conference and you 
started them. Way to go South Georgia! Prayer is essential! The Kingdom Builders Club is 
about far more than starting churches. It is about changing lives! We have published a new daily 
devotional book entitled “Pray for 5.” This 40-day devotional is a tangible tool to help you and 
your friends change the lives of your family and friends. To obtain copies for all the people in 
your congregation simply ask your District Superintendent. Our hope is that this daily devotional 
book will ignite a movement of prayer that unlocks a wave of relational evangelism that helps 
new people come to know Jesus like we have. Funding is important. God sends people to 
congregations who are ready to minister to them. We need to be starting new ministries to 
connect with these new people. To reach people no one is reaching, we must start doing things 
no one is doing, which requires funding. Pray for your friends AND become a Kingdom Builder 
by making a financial investment today to the Kingdom Builders Advanced Special. Click here 
to download a Kingdom Builder support form. 
 



Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat - March 2-4 
Designed for students in the fifth grade and above, the “Join the Journey” Confirmation Retreat 
will provide churches of all sizes an opportunity to connect with others through worship, study, 
and fellowship.  The event will also include large group gatherings around the church seasons 
and breakout sessions with topics of grace, United Methodist History and United Methodist lingo 
as well as Holy Clubs throughout the weekend. Not meant to be the only confirmation youth go 
through, the Confirmation Retreat should be complementary to what a church is or will be doing. 
Click here for all the details. Registration is closed.  
 

Connecting Neighbors Training, Macon - March 10 
The Connecting Neighbors training event features a one-day training hosted by The Office of 
Connectional Ministries designed to equip and empower individuals and local churches to be a 
presence in their community (and beyond) in the event of a natural or man-made catastrophic 
event. The cost is $10 and includes lunch and materials. For questions or additional information, 
contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642. Use this promotional flyer to 
gather a group from your church to attend. This training will be held March 10 at Riverside 
UMC in Macon. Register here. Click here for more information and the day's schedule.  
 

2018 SBC21 Annual Leadership & Development Conference - March 10 
The 2018 SBC21 Annual Celebration of Leadership and Development Conference will be held 
Saturday, March 10 from 9:30 a.m. until 4 p.m. (9:30 a.m. until 10 a.m. is registration and 
breakfast.) at Grace Corner UMC in Macon. Pastors, leaders and congregants are all invited to 
attend this leadership and development conference. Questions? Contact Rev. Earnestine 
Campbell, associate director of Connectional Ministries, at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  
 

UMCOR Sunday - March 11 
UMCOR Sunday (fourth Sunday in Lent) enables the United Methodist Committee on Relief to 
reach out through worldwide ministries of food, shelter, health and peace. A special offering is 
taken on this day to support humanitarian aid through the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR). You can be assured that when catastrophes cause suffering, your church, impelled by 
Jesus' love and compassion, will be in the lead to ease the pain. Gifts to the UMCOR Sunday 
offering underwrite UMCOR's "costs of doing business." That helps them keep their promise that 
100 percent of every other gift you make to a specific UMCOR project can be spent on that 
project - not on home office costs. To learn more about UMCOR or to order resources to 
promote the offering, visit www.umcor.org or call 888-346-3862. Click here for resources to 
help promote this offering in your local church. 
 

2018 Clergy Spouse Retreat - March 16-18 
The 2018 Clergy Spouse Retreat is set for March 16-18 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons 
Island. The retreat theme is "Be Still and Be Loved," and the retreat guest speaker is Kristen 
Vincent. Kristen is a fellow clergy spouse, author, speaker, teacher, and loves leading retreats. 
We are excited to see what God is going to do in our midst on this special weekend. Our retreat 
chair is Elisha Plaxico. She will lead us through this weekend filled with a lot of fun, fellowship 



and worship in store, so you don't want to miss it! Visit www.sgaumc.org/clergyspouses for 
more information and to register. 
 

Wesley Glen Ministries' Cherry Blossom Road Race - March 17 
Join hundreds of runners for the 16th annual running of the Cherry Blossom Road Race for 
Wesley Glen Ministries. 5K and 10K races will begin at 9 AM with the Fun Run to start a few 
minutes later. Visit cherryblossomroadrace.com for more information. 
 

UMC Day of Health - March 17 
To further The United Methodist Church’s commitment to improve health for all, Global 
Ministries, in partnership with the North Georgia Annual Conference, is hosting the UMC Day 
of Health to equip leaders and inspire others to find new ways to engage their communities 
through health ministries. All United Methodist churches, health care coordinators, general 
agency representatives, Global Health partners, and affiliates are invited to the UMC Day of 
Health. The UMC Day of Health will be held from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. Saturday, March 17 at 
Dunwoody United Methodist Church in Atlanta. Register today I More information 
 
UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat - March 23-24 
The United Methodist Women of the South Georgia Conference will host their annual Spiritual 
Growth Retreat March 23-24, 2018, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. The retreat 
leader will be Yvette Richards, and Ivy Kratzer will serve as the Teen Women's Retreat Leader. 
Annie Akins will be the praise and worship leader. Click here to download the brochure. 
 
Eagles’ Picnic - April 5 
The Eagles, retired South Georgia clergy and spouses, will gather for their annual picnic 
Thursday, April 5. Contact Rev. Charles “Buddy” Whatley for more information. 
 
Sexual Ethics Workshop - April 10 
A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Tuesday, April 10 at Vineville 
UMC in Macon. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is 
REQUIRED EVERY (3) THREE YEARS for any person serving under appointment by the 
bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). Cost is $35, which 
includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to South Georgia 
Conference. To register, click here. Email questions to cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note 
that spouses and lay employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the 
workshop. 
 
Native American Ministries Sunday - April 15 
On Native American Ministries Sunday, United Methodists cultivate and support urban missions 
with Native Americans and fund scholarships for Native American seminarians. Your annual 
conference retains 50 percent of the offering is to strengthen and develop Native American 
ministries. However, if no Native American ministries exist in the conference, the entire offering 
is remitted to the General Council on Finance and Administration for Native American ministries 
in other areas. The remaining 50 percent of the offering expands mission work with the Native 
American Urban Initiative and provides scholarships for Native Americans attending United 



Methodist and other approved schools of theology. Is it easier to learn Native American 
traditions from a Native American or an Irish American? This is why the Native American 
Ministries Sunday offering is critical – to continue the traditions and nurture the gifts of Native 
Americans. Click here for resources to help promote this special Sunday. 

United Methodist Men’s Annual Retreat - April 20-21 
South Georgia’s United Methodist Men will gather for their annual retreat April 20-21 at 
Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island, Ga. Dr. Matt Woodbery, South Georgia Conference 
Director of Connectional Ministries, will be the keynote speaker. Click here for housing 
registration. Prior to the start of the UMM annual retreat participants are invited to play in the 
annual UMM Golf Tournament on Friday, April 20. Practice begins at 11 a.m. with tee time at 
noon. The tournament will be held at Sanctuary Cove Golf Club (2050 Sanctuary Wynd, 
Waverly, Ga. 31565). Click here for golf tournament registration. Click here for golf tournament 
rules. 

 

Connecting Neighbors Training, Tifton - April 28 
The Connecting Neighbors training event features a one-day training hosted by The Office of 
Connectional Ministries designed to equip and empower individuals and local churches to be a 
presence in their community (and beyond) in the event of a natural or man-made catastrophic 
event. The cost is $10 and includes lunch and materials. For questions or additional information, 
contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642. Use this promotional flyer to 
gather a group from your church to attend. This training will be held April 28 at Tifton First 
UMC. Register here. Click here for more information and the day's schedule.  

 
Wesley Glen Ministries' Fish Fry - April 28 
Wesley Glen's annual fish fry is the place to be for good food, good music, and great fellowship. 
Join them for a fun-filled day! 

 
 


