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Northeast District partners with Discipleship Ministries to revitalize churches, 
make disciples 

The Northeast District of the South Georgia Conference is about to embark on a two-year 
program to revitalize churches and make disciples. 

A partnership between the district and Discipleship Ministries, the new initiative was birthed 
from a question District Superintendent Rev. Chris Ramsey asked in a meeting nearly a year and 
a half ago. 

How can general agencies resource local churches and districts? 

When he heard the question, Bishop Lawson Bryan responded immediately. He introduced Rev. 
Ramsey to Rev. Junius Dotson, General Secretary for Discipleship Ministries, who then 
connected Rev. Ramsey to Rev. Jeff Campbell, Discipleship Ministries’ Executive Director of 
Conference Relationships. Discussions and ideas flowed from there. 

Rev. Ramsey has seen the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) at work and knows 
how to reach them when and if help is needed, and he has experience with the General Council 
on Finance and Administration, but he wanted and needed help with discipleship formation and 
in growing churches.  

“I’ve recognized there is a need to revitalize churches if we are going to be a vital part of 
growing God’s Kingdom,” Rev. Ramsey said.  

The purpose behind the new initiative is to revitalize small- and medium-sized churches and 
bring them back into a place of vitality, he said.  

To do that, on Sunday, April 22 the Northeast District will launch the newly created discipleship 
system, introduce it to the district churches, and invite them to participate. The partnership and 
new discipleship system, still in the early stages of development, will focus on training and 
leadership development for both clergy and laity. 

In the past year and a half, Rev. Ramsey and Northeast district leaders have met with 
Discipleship Ministries staff to share the district’s unique needs and offerings, what Discipleship 
Ministries has to offer a district, conduct a discipleship survey, and finalize the Northeast District 
/ Discipleship Ministries Partnership Discipleship System. 

“My hope is that each church involved will have a discipleship system they’re utilizing and 
growing in and that they’re making disciples for Christ. That’s the bottom line, the hope and 
purpose for this,” Rev. Ramsey said. “As the Church, our product is disciples making disciples 
for Christ, and I want to increase our level of production.” 

Rev. Jim Morrow is one of nine Northeast District clergy coordinators who is helping craft and 
communicate the new discipleship system. Each clergy coordinator represents 10 to 15 



congregations. They meet monthly to brainstorm, share ideas, pray, and plan the future of the 
district. 

Morrow is excited about the project and partnership with Discipleship Ministries because he sees 
it as an opportunity to help congregations and their clergy have intentional discipleship. 

“There’s no one-size-fits-all (plan) for everybody, even in a smaller area like a district, so we 
want to help as many churches as possible to have intentional discipleship processes and 
fruitfulness,” Rev. Morrow said. “It’s putting into action the things we always talk about. It’s 
disciple-making.” 

One component of the discipleship system is a leadership academy for laity and clergy. Another 
is that congregations will create discipleship systems for their context using demographics and 
community information provided by MissionIniste. 

“In a time when we can be easily distracted by the conversations at the denominational level, it is 
refreshing and important that we are not distracted from our core mission – to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world,” Rev. Morrow said of the Northeast District’s 
new two-year pilot program. “Our district is helping us keep our eyes on the mission.” 

 

Learning what works: Shadowing Program sends five Europeans to South 
Georgia to learn principles of growing congregations 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

A group of five United Methodists from Estonia and Finland recently visited two South Georgia 
United Methodist churches to learn the principles of vital congregations.  

They visited Harvest Church in Byron and The Chapel Ministries in Brunswick and Effingham 
County. At each, they spent time with church staff and shadowed pastors to gain experience and 
insight into what makes an effective, growing church. 

“The idea was that we could learn from their experiences, to see and experience how things are 
being done here (in the United States),” said Rev. Joel Aulis, who serves Tallinn United 
Methodist Church in Tallinn, Estonia.  

The four pastors and one lay leader were chosen by their conference’s leadership to visit South 
Georgia and learn from churches that are growing, they said.  

The group spent two weeks in Georgia, one week at Harvest Church and one week at The 
Chapel. They represent five congregations – four in Estonia and one in Finland – and hoped to 
take home principles of disciple making and vitality. 

“Like all over the world in United Methodist churches, things are not very well in Europe and we 
are very worried about that,” said Rev. Andrei Hinkonen, pastor of four-year-old Russian-
speaking Power to Change church in Helsinki, Finland. “But your churches are growing 



churches, and we want to learn the principles and secrets, why your churches are growing and 
how you do that, how you reach young people, how you think outside the box. We want to learn 
from you.” 

After visiting both Harvest and The Chapel Rev. Hinkonen noted that while the two churches use 
somewhat different methodology, they are both growing. 

“We want to take different methods from both and use them in our context,” he said. 

One of the main takeaways they’ll take back to Estonia’s 25 UM churches and 1,600 members is 
the outward focus of both congregations.  

“The biggest thing I’ve learned is … the focus outside the church instead of inside the church,” 
said Rev. Aulis. “I’ll take that with me back home, how to be more focused outside the church.” 

The team from Estonia and Finland was ready to learn and grow, said Rev. Jim Cowart, lead and 
founding pastor of Harvest Church in Byron.  

“We enjoyed having them with us for the week. They were delightful and came eager to learn 
new systems and strategies,” he said. “We learned a lot from them, too. They have strong hearts 
for evangelism for their country. We hope to continue conversations and sharing ideas, and 
would love to continue this Shadowing Program with other pastors who are so eager to learn.” 

Churches in Estonia are at a pivotal point, said Rev. Ele Paju, who serves Rapina United 
Methodist Church in Rapina, Estonia. 

“We know we need change and this is our opportunity to share and do something,” she said.  

Very appreciative that they were able to participate in the weeks’ meetings, planning sessions, 
and activities rather than just be spectators, Rev. Paju feels stronger as a pastor for having 
participated in the two-week Shadowing Program. 

The passion she saw at both churches – on all levels – was inspiring, as was the service culture 
that has been cultivated. 

“I noticed that (the congregations) serve at every level. It is so amazing. I will take that back,” 
Rev. Paju said.  

While in South Georgia, Rev. Paju, Rev. Aulis, Rev. Hinkonen, youth leader Vitali Baranov, and 
lay leader Triin Tarendi enjoyed Georgia’s spring-like weather, Savannah’s history and charm of 
Savannah, warm hospitality, a few fun coastal activities like a dolphin tour and a walk along 
Jekyll Island’s beaches, and the South Georgia Conference’s Clergy Day Apart. 

“It was an honor to get to spend time with them,” said Rev. Jay Hanson, lead pastor of The 
Chapel Ministries. “When your perspective is broadened through time with people from different 
places it reminds you of how much we have for which to be thankful. They were great people 
with great hearts and real passion for Jesus. They technically came to the United States to learn, 
but I think we learned a lot from them.” 



 

Commission on a Way Forward clarifies values as it presents two sketches to 
bishops 

(Dallas) What is the Christ’s way forward for doing mission and ministry in the worldwide 
United Methodist Church? That is the question bishops pondered during their February meeting 
in Dallas this week as they received an updated report from the Commission on a Way Forward. 
 
In the report given to the Council this week, the Commission shared with the bishops two 
sketches that carry forward many of the values and principles of the three sketches that were 
presented to the bishops at their meeting in November. 
 
“The sketches of these two models represent the values, concerns and feedback we have received 
since we reported to the Council in November. The two sketches provide avenues for unity, 
contextualization and mission,” said Bishop Ken Carter, one of the moderators of the 
Commission. 
 
 The bishops offered feedback but did not vote on the two revised sketches, instead asking the 
Commission to continue working to prepare a final report to be presented to the bishops at their 
April/May meeting.   
 
Summary of the sketches of the models 
Here is a summary of the two sketches in process.  Details may change based on the work of the 
Commission at its next meeting. 
 
ONE CHURCH MODEL 

• The One Church Model gives churches the room they need to maximize the presence of 
United Methodist witness in as many places in the world as possible.  The One Church 
Model provides a generous unity that gives conferences, churches, and pastors the 
flexibility to uniquely reach their missional context in relation to human sexuality without 
changing the connectional nature of The United Methodist Church. 

MULTI-BRANCH: ONE CHURCH MODEL 

• This model is grounded in a unified core that includes shared doctrine and services and 
one Council of Bishops, while also creating different branches that have clearly defined 
values such as accountability, contextualization and justice.  The five U.S. jurisdictions 
would be replaced by three connectional conferences, each covering the whole country, 
based on theology and perspective on LGBTQ ministry (i.e. progressive, contextual, 
traditional branches).  Annual conferences would decide which connectional conference 
to affiliate with; only local churches who choose a branch other than the one chosen by 
their annual conference would vote. 



During this week’s meeting in Dallas, the bishops also heard reports on the impact of both 
models on pension benefits, the connection, central conferences and fiscal responsibilities. 
Council President Bishop Bruce Ough noted that the process of seeking a way forward was 
grounded in three major values: 

1. A renewed attention to our public mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world, especially with those who are not yet a part of our churches. 
  

2. A focus on contextuality in a global church, and our continuing call to learn from each 
other, listen to each other. 
  

3. Continuing to work with traditional, contextual and progressive values that are present in 
two models, one that is more aligned with a contextual church with the removed language 
about human sexuality, a second which differentiates between these values as different 
branches of one church. 

At the close of the meeting, the Council of Bishops offered condolences to the family of the Rev. 
Dr. Billy Graham, the noted evangelist, who passed away recently.  
 
The Council of Bishops meeting began with worship and the presidential address/sermon on 
Sunday afternoon and ended today, February 28, with a Love Feast. 
 
The Commission on a Way Forward will meet in Los Angeles in a few weeks and then give its 
final report to Council of Bishops at the April/May meeting in Chicago. 

 

Attend #generations seminar to learn how to reach all ages 

The Southwest District of the South Georgia Conference is partnering with Next Step Ministry to 
offer a seminar focused on reaching all generations for Christ. This two-day seminar, set for 
April 26-28 at Veteran's Memorial State Park, is designed for clergy and laity. For more 
information, visit www.swdistrictumc.org. The early bird rate of $219 ends soon, so register 
today. Contact the Southwest District office with questions: 229-273-3119 or 
swdistrict@sgaumc.com.  

 

Bishop Bryan reflects on the Special Meeting of the Council of Bishops  
 

I continue to hear about the great work you - the churches of the South Georgia Conference - are 
doing in your communities and out in the world. While you are working faithfully in your local 
setting, I have been working with fellow United Methodist bishops and members of the 
Commission on a Way Forward to discern what the way forward looks like.  



 

A special meeting of the Council of Bishops was held last week to receive an updated report 
from the Commission on a Way Forward. The meeting also included time for us to dig more 
deeply into our own assessment of each sketch and to identify additional work for the 
Commission to do before the final report is presented to Council of Bishops at our April/May 
meeting.  
 

My Reflections 
  
Here are my reflections on this special meeting and the overall process. 
  

1. I am constantly reminded of what it means to be a global church. Each meeting brings 
together United Methodists from the five jurisdictions in the U.S. and from the central 
conferences in Africa, Europe, and the Philippines. What a blessing to see how the Holy 
Spirit is at work all over the world! 
 
 

2. The 12 million members of the global UMC are ready to resolve the impasse arising from 
differing positions about the statements in the Book of Discipline regarding 
homosexuality. Our members want to move forward in our mission of making disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This is why the laity and clergy 
delegates to the 2016 General Conference asked the Council of Bishops to propose a way 
forward that would resolve the impasse.  
 
 

3. In response to this request from the laity and clergy, the Council of Bishops formed a 
32-person Commission on a Way Forward composed of persons who represent different 
perspectives on this matter. First, the Commission had to learn how to work together 
when they have such differences. The fact that they have done that is no small 
accomplishment. Next, the Commission shared the three sketches on which they are 
working. Feedback has been received from all over the denomination, including much 
input from the South Georgia Conference.  
 
 

4. Overview of the three sketches: The first sketch, often called the Traditionalist or 
Covenantal Sketch, would retain the current language in The Book of Discipline and 
provide greater accountability in observance of the current position. The second sketch, 
often called the Centrist or Contextual sketch, would remove the current language in The 
Book of Discipline and give each annual conference the opportunity to choose whether or 
not it would retain the current position on homosexuality. Once the annual conference 
decides its position, an individual church that disagrees with that position may transfer to 
a conference with which they are in greater agreement. The third sketch, often called the 
Multi-Branch sketch, provides for a Traditionalist branch, a Centrist branch, and a 
Progressive branch. In this sketch, each annual conference would choose the branch that 
best expresses their faith position. Individual churches that wish to do so may transfer to 



a branch that better expresses their faith position.  
 
 

5. Paying attention to the feedback being received, the Commission is now in the process of 
moving from general sketches to more fully developed models. The meeting this past 
week gave the bishops an opportunity to identify important elements that need to be part 
of those models. The Commission will meet one more time before their presentation at 
the Council of Bishops meeting at the end of April/first of May. 
 
 

6. The Centrist and Multi-Branch sketches were the focus of attention at last week’s 
Council of Bishops meeting. The Council was updated on how the Commission is 
approaching those sketches. The bishops had lots of questions and input for the 
continuing work of the Commission. There are still conversations taking place across our 
denomination on all three sketches.   
 
 

7. The Council of Bishops meets again April 29-May 5. At that time the Council will 
receive the final report from the Commission on a Way Forward. The Council will then 
decide whether to recommend one model, two models, or several models. 
 
 

8. I am glad the South Georgia Conference is studying all of these sketches. We do not 
know whether the Council of Bishops will recommend one of the current sketches or a 
new sketch that combines elements of each of the current sketches. So I commend our lay 
leaders, our district superintendents, and our General Conference delegates for the serious 
study they are giving to each sketch. After all, there are many others around the country 
who are developing their own proposals. Being well informed on the sketches will 
position us to be able to assess any and all proposals for a way forward. 
 
 

9. The study we are doing in South Georgia also involves identifying the key elements of 
being United Methodist so we can assess all sketches or models against our own core 
values. Thanks to all those who are participating in district dialogues aimed at identifying 
these core values. 
 
 

10. How soon will the recommendation(s) of the Council of Bishops be available? I was 
hoping that we might have them by our June Annual Conference session. However, I 
recently learned that additional time will be needed to translate the recommendation(s) 
from English into several other languages so that United Methodists outside the United 
States will be able to read and study them. The following timeline indicates that the final 
report of the Council of Bishops must be released no later than July 8. 

  
Timeline for A Way Forward 

  



March 19-22, 2018: Commission on a Way Forward, Meeting #8 
Purpose: Based on the Council of Bishops feedback, the Commission will create a final draft 
report to send to the Council of Bishops.  
  
April 29 – May 4, 2018: Council of Bishops Meeting 
Purpose: Receive the final draft report from Commission on a Way Forward. Consider, amend, 
and vote on final report to go to the 2019 Special Session of General Conference. Additionally, 
the Council of Bishops will draft talking points for Bishops to use at Annual Conferences as well 
as a press release to release to the church.  
  
May 14-17, 2018: Commission on a Way Forward, Meeting #9 
Purpose: Receive final report from the Council of Bishops and plan for the Commission to 
support Bishops and provide presentations to Delegations as needed. 
  
May 18, 2018 (no later than): Final Report Completed  
Final report is sent to publisher and translators to translate and put into full electronic release 
format (total time needed to translate and paginate will be based on size of report) 
  
May 23-25, 2018: Judicial Council Meeting 
  
July 8, 2018 (no later than): Final Report Released  
Final report in full release format is officially sent to the Secretary of the General Conference 
and released electronically by the Council of Bishops to the whole church. 
  
Summer and Fall of 2018: Preparation  
Delegations meet to read report and prepare.  
          
February 23-26, 2019: Special Session of the General Conference 
Laity and clergy delegates will prayerfully consider and act upon a way forward. 
  

Moving Forward 
 

I continue to ponder the question: What is Christ’s way forward for doing mission and ministry 
in the worldwide United Methodist Church?   

  
My conviction is:  
No one is going to come into our conference and force upon us a particular way forward. We 
will be the South Georgia Conference before 2019, and we will be the South Georgia Conference 
after 2019. The responsibility we have is to discern the way forward that best enables us to be 
Alive Together in Christ. The laity and clergy delegates to General Conference 2019 will be the 
ones who consider all models and who make the determination as to which model best supports 
our mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Among those 
decision makers will be our own laity and clergy delegates from South Georgia. We will be well 
represented by our elected delegates.  
  
My question is:  



What model will enable us to focus our full attention on connecting people to Jesus Christ so that 
they become disciples of Christ for the transformation of the world? 
  
My dream is:   
As the clergy and laity of the South Georgia Conference are actively engaged in studying all 
available models for a way forward (July 2018 - February 2019) I hope that we will experience a 
true sense of revival in our conference. 
  
My prayer is:  
Dear God, whose purpose is to unite all things in heaven and on earth in Jesus Christ, we pray 
that you will use this process to surprise us all by finding the way forward that will best help us 
fulfill the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. In his 
name we pray. Amen.  
 

Your Input 
 

As we continue the conversation around the sketches that have been put before us, I value your 
input as I seek ways to address our Annual Conference. I want to be faithful, as your episcopal 
leader, to hear your voice. Please know that I value your input. We will use your feedback to 
help guide future conversations. 
 

Click here to provide input. 
 

Alive Together in Christ, 
 

Lawson Bryan 
 

 

Advocacy: Toxic Charity 

Each year the Advocacy team selects an area of focus from among the four members' deepest 
cares and concerns. This year, the Advocacy team is focusing on ending extreme poverty 
worldwide. 
 
By Rev. Stacey Harwell-Dye 

Just the words toxic charity may be enough to make you question the very premise of this article. 
After all, how can charity, which comes from a good place in our hearts, ever be toxic? But 
unfortunately, years of unexamined charity hasn’t lead us to the success we’ve wanted. Instead 
of folks getting out of homelessness or extreme poverty, we still have a tremendous amount of 



poverty. In this article we will explore ways our unchecked charity can be toxic and more 
redemptive ways we can be about the work of God in the world. 

The idea of toxic charity first hit me in college. I was doing an internship at Centenary United 
Methodist Church under the direction of Jeremy Gray. Jeremy had read an important book by 
Robert Lupton, whose later book “Toxic Charity: How Churches and Charities Hurt Those They 
Help (And How to Reverse It)” would become instrumental in the work at Centenary and in my 
life.  

Centenary maintained a food bank. The food bank was sourced through the government and was 
required to collect personal information from those who received food. There were rules about 
how much food you could have and when you could get it.  People had to prove how poor they 
were in order to be eligible. The food was supposed to be an emergency supply of food, used to 
help the person get through a short-term crisis.  

But there were folks coming to the food bank who had been food bank regulars for 17 years. 
That’s no longer an emergency – that is a chronic need for food. These same people were living 
on next to nothing with little hope of coming out of their situation. Sure, Centenary UMC helped 
them eat (hopefully healthy) meals, but were they actually lifted out of poverty? No.  

Instead of thinking of creative solutions to our areas’ poverty, we instead were replicating a 
service three other faith-based groups in a two-mile radius were doing. We were not being good 
neighbors. We were in an awkward power dynamic with those who came to us from the 
community where they were forced to reveal the depths of their poverty. The food bank model 
didn't allow us to see them as assets. We were doing “for” instead of walking alongside or doing 
“with” those in need.  

Robert Lupton says that when you have the for, instead of the “with” mentality, added to the 
“combination of patronizing pity and unintended superiority, and charity becomes toxic.” 
(Lupton, 35). How can we shift what we do away from charity that automatically creates an 
us/them power dynamic, and towards mutuality and parity? How can we recognize that we need 
our neighbors in need too? How can we take the good intentions of our hearts and pour them into 
walking alongside our communities so that we can take a “rising tide lifts all ships” approach? 

Lupton says that for us as Christians, we must take the totality of Micah 6:8 into focus. God asks 
us in this verse to “act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly” with God. We need both 
justice, or fairness and reasonableness, alongside mercy, which is kindness and compassion. 
Instead of just feeding the person one meal, we try to figure out how that person can then go on 
to feed themselves and their families. We pour our resources not just into things that make us 
feel good, but into long lasting solutions to poverty so that our neighbors no longer have to return 
for assistance with bills, food, or medicine. We work on an individual level, yes, but we also 
consider the system that created the problem. Perhaps alongside supporting our local soup 



kitchen, we also pour money and time into our local school system to make sure kids have the 
support they need to stay in school so that they will later be able to support their own families. 

I think each church and every Christian has a different responsibility based on where they are in 
their communities and in their life cycle as a church. We will always have need for emergency 
food, but some churches are in a great position to support job training. Perhaps you could do like 
Centenary Church in Macon and put bicycles into the hands of folks in need, those who are 
trying to get to work. Yes, it’s a giveaway, but it’s a giveaway that helps folks get where they 
need to go without spending their money on a car or a bus ticket. It also promotes exercise and 
more bicycles on the road make the roads safer for cyclists. Perhaps your church has skilled 
business professionals who could make microloans and provide one-on-one coaching to folks 
interested in starting their own businesses.  

Whatever you are able to do, check out the oath for compassionate service. Pick up Robert 
Lupton’s excellent book on this topic, referenced above. You’ll find the oath for compassionate 
service on page 128. Essentially it boils down to this: empower others. Don’t set up unequal 
power dynamics where you are always the giver and “they” are always the receiver. Figure out 
ways to employ, empower, and invest. I guarantee you’ll start to see a difference if you treat the 
person who is asking as a person gifted by God who has great capacity in this world.  

If you have any questions or want to consider how asset-based community development might 
assist in thinking through how to reinvest your well-intended efforts towards sustainable 
solutions, feel free to contact me at stacey.harwelldye@gmail.com.  

Rev. Stacey Harwell-Dye serves as the minister of community building at Trinity United 
Methodist Church in Savannah and as the chair of the Conference’s Advocacy Team. Email her 
at stacey.harwelldye@gmail.com. 

 

UMCOR Sunday is this Sunday! 

We cannot all be present when disaster strikes. However, on March 11, we will equip others to 
go. UMCOR Sunday allows The United Methodist Church to respond when disaster strikes. 
Think of UMCOR as our “Go Team” who can be present when help is needed. South Georgia 
churches will join thousands of others across the United States by participating in a United 
Methodist churchwide special Sunday with offering. Together, we will help fund the critical 
disaster-relief efforts of the United Methodist Committee on Relief. Find resources to help 
promote this special Sunday. 

 

There is No God Like You 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of March 11, 2018 



By Dr. Hal Brady 
 
Spring Quarter: Acknowledging God 
Unit 1: Follow in My Ways 
 
Lesson Scripture: 2 Chronicles 6:12-21 
Background Scripture: 2 Chronicles 6:1-21 
 
Lesson Aims 

1. Recount what Solomon said concerning the Lord’s character and faithfulness in keeping 
promises. 

2. Explain how Solomon’s prayer can serve as a model for the Christian’s prayer life. 
3. List scriptural promises that God has kept to members of the class. 

When someone who has been in a leadership position steps down after many years, the next 
person in the position often faces a daunting challenge. This is especially true when a noted 
coach either resigns or retires. Perhaps over the years this former coach has won several 
championships and has become something of a legend. This is often called a “tough act to 
follow.”   

So we come to Solomon! Consider the position that Solomon was in when he became king of 
Israel.  We are told in scripture that David, Solomon’s father, was a man after God’s own heart (I 
Samuel 13:14; Acts 13:22). However, as scholars remind us, this is not to say that David was 
perfect (as the events involving Bathsheba and Uriah revealed). But it is to say that the general 
direction of David’s life was well pleasing to God and that he had gained the admiration and 
respect of the entire nation.  So how does one follow such a legend? 

As we are reminded, it is certainly to Solomon’s credit that he possessed a sense of unworthiness 
to fill his father’s shoes: “I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties.” (1 
King 3:7). And in the same humble attitude, we remember Solomon’s request of God for a 
“discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish right and wrong” (1 Kings 3:9). Thus, 
as scholars tell us, Solomon recognized an important truth: the key to following in his father’s 
footsteps was to follow his father’s God. 

Lesson Background 

We are reminded that one of Solomon’s primary tasks as King of Israel was to finish a project 
his father had prepared for: building a temple to the Lord. David himself had sincerely wanted to 
build the temple, but God had another builder in mind. And, of course, that builder was 
Solomon, David’s son. God had a reason for not allowing David to build the temple. God said to 
David, “You are not to build a home for my Name, because you have shed much blood on the 
earth in my sight” (1 Chronicles 22:8). However, God did commend David for his desire to build 
the temple (2 Chronicles 6:8; 1 Kings 8:18). But here in our scripture lesson, we see that David 



did provide valuable assistance and resources so that Solomon would have a head start in 
completing the massive building project (1 Chronicles 22:5). 

Scholars relate that today’s lesson from 2 Chronicles 6 records a portion of the dedication 
ceremony for the finished temple over which Solomon presided. As the ceremony began, “while 
the whole assembly of Israel was standing there, the king turned around and blessed them” (2 
Chronicles 6:3).  He then called attention to the Lord’s fulfillment of his promises to David that 
his son, Solomon, would reign in his place and would build a house for the Lord (2 Chronicles 
6:10). To Solomon’s credit, he understood that the completed temple was not a personal 
accomplishment for him as much as it was the keeping of divine promise. As we are told, the 
king was merely an instrument in the hands of the master builder.  

It is then pointed out by scholars that the temple’s arrangement was similar to that of the 
Tabernacle in that there were three main parts: the Most Holy Place (or Holy of Holies), the Holy 
Place, and the outer courtyard. Prior to the ceremony of dedication, the priests had carried the ark 
of the covenant into the Most Holy Place (2 Chronicles 5:7). And after they had done that, the 
temple was filled with a cloud signifying the presence of the Lord. The presence and glory of 
God so were overwhelming that “the priests could not perform their service (2 Chronicles 5:14).   

Solomon’s Preparation (2 Chronicles 6:12, 13) 

The picture is of Solomon standing before the altar of the Lord in front of the whole assembly of 
Israel.  According to scholars, the altar of the Lord before which Solomon stands is the “bronze 
altar” (2 Chronicles 4:1).   
 
This altar is to be used for the daily sacrifices as well as the various offerings and sacrifices 
brought by the people.  And since this altar is situated in the outer courtyard, Solomon is able to 
stand on a temporary platform in front of the whole assembly of Israel. Note that this altar is 
different from the golden altar of incense, which is set within the Holy Place as described in 
Exodus 30:1-6. 

Next, we see that Solomon kneels down and spreads out his hands toward heaven. Others have 
done that as well (Ezra 9:5; Psalm 143:6; 1 Timothy 2:8). It has been suggested that Solomon’s 
posture resembles that of a little child raising his or her arms to a parent. At any rate, Solomon 
may be the King of Israel, but he still sees himself as a little child (1 Kings 3:7) in need of his 
Father’s guidance. So Solomon adopts a posture of obedience (deep respect) as he prepares to 
address God in prayer. 

Solomon’s Prayer (2 Chronicles 6:14-21) 

Solomon opens his prayer with these words, “O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you in 
heaven or on earth…” (2 Chronicles 6:14). Here Solomon acknowledges the Lord’s uniqueness. 
As scholars point out, those outside of God’s covenant people worship many gods in Solomon’s 
time and continue to do so today. But Solomon’s declaration remains just as true today as when 
he originally uttered it: “there is no God like you.” 



“You who keep your covenant…” (14b).  It is pointed out that one way God demonstrates his 
uniqueness is by dealing with people on the basis of “covenant.” That the Lord God of Israel 
desires a close covenant relationship with people is simply foreign to other religious mindsets. In 
earlier verses, Solomon had already recognized the covenant God made with Israel and with 
David’s descendants. 

“Of love with your servants who continue wholeheartedly in your way” (14a). This is an 
important acknowledgement because it points out another critical ingredient of God’s covenant. 
As we are informed, the covenant that God makes with individuals requires certain conditions to 
be met by the parties to the covenant. God’s part is to show love; the people’s part is to obey 
God “wholeheartedly” as they do as God commands (Deuteronomy 7:12-14). 

“You have kept your promises to your servant David my father” (15a). For Solomon, the best 
example of God’s faithfulness concerns his father, David. In 1 Samuel 7:16, God says to David, 
“your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established 
forever.” 

But what about David’s adultery? King David faced severe consequences for his adultery and 
related sins (2 Samuel 12:16-19). Nevertheless (and this is Solomon’s emphasis) the Lord 
continued to honor his covenant with David. 

Scholars state that a key reason God did so with David and not with David’s predecessor on the 
throne, Saul, was because David’s repentance was deeply sincere while Saul’s repentance 
seemed shallow. 

“With your mouth you have promised and with your hand you have fulfilled it—as it is today” 
(15b).  While other gods do neither, Solomon exclaims that the one true God both speaks and 
acts. Scholars suggest here that we compare Numbers 23:19 with Jeremiah 10:5. 

The teacher is asked to read verses 16 and 17 aloud to the class. In these verses, we note again 
the combination of God’s covenant faithfulness and the expected response of obedience. 
Regarding the former, Solomon states again the Lord’s intent to keep his promise to David of “a 
successor to sit before me on the throne of Israel” (Compare Samuel 7:16).  But, as scholars 
point out, ultimately that covenant promise is fulfilled in Jesus, a descendant of David (Matthew 
1:6-17; Luke 1:30-33; Acts 2:29-32). 

Scholars are quickly to add, however, that participation in that promise by individual 
descendants of David is dependent on their living in obedience to the law of the Lord as David 
himself had done.  Their failure to do so will subject them to the Lord’s discipline. 

Sadly, as we know, this is exactly what will happen to Solomon himself. As he grows older, he 
will allow his numerous wives to distract him into worshipping their gods. And, as a 
consequence, God will inform him that upon his death his kingdom will be divided (I Kings 
61:9-13). However, the promise made to David will remain intact (Psalm 89:20-37). 



In verse 17, Solomon recognizes that God’s word coming true is primarily dependent on God 
himself. For sure, people do serve as instruments in carrying out his plans and purposes, but 
ultimately it is God who must see to that those plans and purposes are accomplished. 

Question: if God were to remind you to bring to fruition a promise that you have made to him, 
what promise would that be? Why? 

Now, as the teacher, you are asked to read 2 Chronicles 6:18-21 to the class. The following are 
points to remember. 

As scholars make clear, God has indeed promised to place his name in this temple (2 Chronicles 
6:20), however, his people must not conclude from this that God can somehow be limited to that 
structure. If we are serious, it is absurd to think that the Creator of the heavens and the earth and 
all the vastness that exists within them could be confined to any earthly dwelling (compare 2 
Chronicles 2:6; Isaiah 66:1; Acts 7:48-50). God will put his name there, which is another way of 
saying that his presence will dwell in the temple. Scholars tell us that this is represented by the 
presence of the Ark of the Covenant. 

Sadly, God’s people sometimes mistakenly put more stock in the church building than they do in 
God himself. Why do you think that is so? 

So how can Solomon request anything of God, let alone be speaking to him? Very humbly, the 
king confesses his status as a mere servant (twice, and asks that the Lord give attention to his 
prayer and to his plea for mercy and hear his cry – 2 Chronicles 6:18-19). No doubt, Solomon 
knows who the real king of Israel is and how dependent he is on God’s provision. And Solomon 
knows that his own need for God’s help and mercy can occur any time – day or night. He prays 
that God’s eyes may be open and that he hears the prayer that Solomon offers toward this temple. 

In addition to pleading with God to hear his prayer, Solomon prays that God will hear the prayers 
of God’s people as well. Solomon then recognizes that God’s true dwelling place is in Heaven. 
The last line of our scripture lesson, however, suggests that the reason someone would be 
praying toward this place, the temple, would be for the forgiveness of sin. And that is indeed the 
greatest need of all human beings, including Solomon the king. 

Solomon’s God is Our God 

Considering Solomon’s prayer, scholars remind us that there are two primary themes: (1) God’s 
fulfillment of his covenant promises to David and (2) Solomon’s acknowledgment of the temple 
in Jerusalem as the place where he would put his name. It was a visual reminder of God’s desire 
to hear the prayers of his covenant people Israel. 

But how does Solomon’s prayer apply to Christians? Solomon began his prayer by praying, “O 
Lord, the God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven or earth.” These same words can be 
prayed with confidence today by any follower of Jesus. As, we are told and know, there is no 
God like the God of the Bible.   



It is this God who has revealed himself to wayward humanity in the person of Jesus Christ. The 
writer of Hebrews states it, “…but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son…” (Hebrew 
1:2). Jesus is the superior and final revelation of God. 

We followers of Jesus are also aware that God is still in the covenant-keeping business. The 
covenant Solomon alluded to in his prayer was mainly the covenant God made with David.  
However, the new covenant established by Jesus fulfills the promise to David.  And God still 
requires of us, as he did of those under previous covenants, that we walk before him 
“wholeheartedly.” Paul admonished us, “…to live a life worthy of the calling you have received” 
(Ephesians 4:1). 

One other note, we can also be confident that God will keep his promises to us as he did with 
David.  This is a point Solomon made in his prayer (2 Chronicles 6:15). And as Paul declared, 
“no matter how many promises God has made, they are ‘yes’ in Christ” (2 Corinthians 1:20). 
Amen! 

Action Plan 

1. Ask class members to list the scriptural promises that God has kept to each of them. 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 
encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries (halbradyministries.com).  
 

 

The People Gave Thanks to God 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of March 18, 2018 
By Dr. Hal Brady 
 
Spring Quarter: Acknowledging God 
Unit 1: Follow in My Ways 
 
Lesson Scripture: 2 Chronicles 7:1-9 
Background Scripture: 2 Chronicles 7:1-11 
 
Lesson Aims 
 

1. Describe God’s response to Solomon’s prayer of dedication at the temple and how 
Solomon and the people gave thanks to God.  

2. Explain why giving thanks to God receives the emphasis it does in today’s passage. 
 



Several years back when our daughter and her fiancé were preparing for their wedding, they 
received a number of wedding gifts. At this point, we Bradys developed a ritual in our home 
concerning the gifts. The ritual took place on the floor of our hallway. This was the procedure: our 
daughter and her fiancé would open the gift, my wife would record the gift on a card, the gift would 
be carefully placed in the appropriate viewing place, yours truly would carry out the trash, and our 
daughter would take a block of time and write “thank you notes.” 
 
“Thank you notes” – what better way to express our appreciation to and for other people and their 
kindnesses! Thank you notes are always appropriate no matter the situation. 
 
A noted reminder to God’s people throughout Scripture is to be thankful. We find that reminder in a 
number of passages in both the Old and New Testaments (four examples are Psalm 95:2; Psalm 
100:4; Ephesians 5:20; Philippians 4:6). And then Paul said to the Thessalonians, “Give thanks in 
all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (5:18). 
 
As scholars point out, in today’s lesson we see the important role that giving thanks played in 
celebrating the dedication of Solomon’s temple. The nation of Israel observed not just a day of 
thanksgiving (as we do in the United States), but a celebration that lasted two weeks (2 Chronicles 
7:8-10). 
 
The background for today’s lesson is the same background discussed in last week’s lesson (March 
11), so we will not repeat that here. As noted by scholars, the conclusion to Solomon’s eloquent 
prayer, which immediately precedes today’s lesson text (2 Chronicles 6:41, 42), is of such power 
that its wording is also clearly reflected in a psalm (Psalm 132:8-10). 
 
Fire from God (2 Chronicles 7:1-3) 
 
Solomon had ended his dedicatory prayer with the plea that the Lord would “arise” and come to his 
“resting place.” It is suggested that the immediately ensuing fire (fire from heaven) is dramatic 
evidence that the Lord is pleased with the sentiment. 
 
As the Ark of the covenant was brought to the temple, so many sacrifices had been offered that it 
became impossible to know their number (2 Chronicles 5:5, 6).  So whatever is consumed after the 
completion of Solomon’s prayer is evidently everything that remained on the altar. 
 
Scholars state that this scene reminds us somewhat of the confrontation that occurs later between 
Elijah and the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18:38). And similar demonstrations of 
heavenly fire are associated with altars that accompanied the dedication of the tabernacle (Leviticus 
9:23, 24) and David’s offering prepared on a threshing floor to stop a plague sent upon the people 



of Israel (1 Chronicles 21:14-27). In each situation, including Solomon’s sacrifices, fire signifies 
God’s acceptance of the offerings given. 
 
Verse 1b says, “And the glory of the Lord filled the temple.” As mentioned previously, this is also 
what took place upon the assembly when the tabernacle was completed (Exodus 40:34,35). The 
point is that God’s blessing upon and approval of Solomon’s temple is obvious to all present. 
 
Taking God’s action a step further, we are told that “the priests could not enter the temple of the 
Lord because the glory of the Lord filled it” (2 Chronicles 7:2). In a way it’s what happened at the 
tabernacle all over again. On that occasion, Moses was not able to enter that structure because of the 
overwhelming presence of “the glory of the Lord.” Neither could the priests perform their ministry 
when the Ark of the covenant was brought into the temple. And, of course, this was due to the 
overwhelming nature of the sacred presence of God (2 Chronicles 5:14).   
 
Next, we see the immediate appropriate response of all the Israelites to the majesty of this Heaven-
sent power (verse 3). Again, this response also calls to mind the people’s reaction at the dedication 
of the tabernacle when fire came forth and consumed the sacrifices on the altar (Leviticus 9:24).   
 
Scholars make clear that the words the people uttered in praise (3b) were also voiced when the Ark 
of the covenant was placed within the temple (2 Chronicles 5:13). This refrain is in fact an 
integrated part of Israelite worship within the Old Testament record. David first appointed Asaph 
and his associate to give praise to the Lord in this manner “for use as part of the worship ceremony 
accompanied bringing the Ark of the covenant into Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 16:7,34). 
 
That the refrain became a kind of worship standard is indicated later in 1 Chronicles 16 where a list 
of names is included, designating those responsible for various matters of temple worship. Verse 41 
records that all these individuals were chosen “to give thanks to the Lord, ‘for his love endures 
forever.’”  
And we are informed that this refrain is also found in a number of psalms (100, 106, 107, 118 and 
136). In addition, when the prophet Jeremiah pictures the return of God’s people to Jerusalem from 
captivity, he describes them using these very words in celebrating their return (Jeremiah 33:10,11).  
Once more, when God’s people return and lay the foundation of the second temple, the words of 
this refrain form part of their grateful worship (Ezra 3:10,11). Scholars state that all in all, this 
refrain occurs about 40 times in the Old Testament. 
 
Worship by People (2 Chronicles 7:4-6) 
 
In verse 4, the next thing we notice are the actions of worship that follow the posture and words of 
worship in the previous verse (v.3). The notable point here is that both king and people take part in 
this ceremony. In other nations in the ancient Near East, according to scholars, the king is 



commonly viewed as a deity to whom worship is offered. To his credit, however, Solomon 
understands his proper place as just as much a worshipper as any member of the common people. 
 
At this juncture, we are reminded that when the Ark of the Covenant had been carried into the 
temple, so many sheep and oxen were sacrificed that it was impossible to keep count (2 Chronicles 
5:6). As scholars attests, the number of animals offered in the current instance are given, and the 
figures are staggering—22,000 head of cattle and 120,000 sheep and goats. Now, these numbers 
dwarf the numbers offered in later reform celebrations in 2 Chronicles 29:32; 30:24; 35:7-9. While 
it is my opinion that these numbers may not need to be taken literally, nevertheless, they represent 
an enormous sacrifice on the part of Solomon and the people, as they dedicated the temple of God. 
 
Later the Lord appears to Solomon and states “I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place 
for myself as a temple for sacrifices.” (2 Chronicles 7:12). As we can see, the temple’s function as a 
house for sacrifice is certainly being fulfilled on this memorable dedication ceremony! 
 
Scholars make the point that the abundance of sacrifices Solomon brought to the temple were 
intended to glorify God for his goodness to Israel. These sacrifices constituted the epitome of true 
worship. They were offered to exalt a gracious God whose “love endures forever.”   
 
Question! Is that why we give back to the Lord? 
 
Most of us who have served or continue to serve in the church know how important music is to 
worship. It is an integral part of worship, and it was an integral part of this ceremony we are 
discussing today. The mention of David is significant. Though David was not allowed to build the 
temple, he was permitted to make “extensive preparations” for the project (5 Chronicles 22:5). And 
part of that preparation was organizing the ministry of worship through music, which was very 
close to David’s heart. The fact that King David had made certain musical instruments to use in 
worship “for praising the Lord” fits well with his own status as a musician (2 Samuel 6:5). At any 
rate, scholars tell us that these skills form a backdrop of David’s expertise in organizing the music 
ministry during his reign. 
 
Further Actions (2 Chronicles 7:7-9) 
 
The offerings at the dedication of the Temple were so numerous that Solomon has consecrated 
(dedicated) additional space for the various sacrifices of the occasion. We are informed that the 
entire ceremony of dedication itself lasted two weeks. So, while the task of offering the sacrifices 
requires a significant effort from the priests and Levites present, whether numbers should be taken 
literally in 2 Chronicles 7:5 or not is a matter of scholarly debate. 
 



Scholars inform us that the types of offerings noted reflect the totality of the people’s worship and 
devotion to God. Usually “burnt offerings” (described in Leviticus 1) address issues of sin or of 
dedication to the Lord. The “grain offerings” will include the offering of the choice part of the grain 
as opposed to the worthless chaff. These offerings symbolize thanksgiving, and the regulations for 
presenting them are found in Leviticus 2. The “fellowship offerings” are the only offerings in which 
some of it may be eaten by the worshipper and the priest (Leviticus 3: 7:11-18). The fat of such 
offerings is to be presented only to the Lord. 
 
Next, we are informed that the bronze altar (Solomon) had made is not to be understood as 
something the king dreamed up on his own and added to the temple furnishings. This altar was part 
of the original design for the tabernacle as noted in Exodus 27:1-8. And even with its larger size in 
the temple (2 Chronicles 4:1), it could not hold the various offerings, which are being offered.   
 
In verse 8, the festival mentioned is the Festival of Tabernacles or Booths (also known as 
Ingathering). According to scholars, we know this because of the reference in 2 Chronicles 7:10 to 
“the seventh month,” which is the month when this festival is to be observed for a period of seven 
days (Leviticus 23:33-36). Its purpose is to recognize the harvest provided by the Lord. Thus, as 
scholars explain, the dedication of the temple (for which the people are gathered to give thanks) 
occurs adjacent to a festival already on the Israelite calendar, a festival already set aside for giving 
thanks to God.   
 
And the sense of unity and support for Solomon’s undertaking is clear from both the number of 
worshippers and the distance they travel: “from Lebo to the Hamath of Egypt.” These boundaries 
are significant in that they reflect God’s intention as to the territory that his people should possess 
(Numbers 34:5-8). Therefore, the people gathered on this day could celebrate not only the 
achievement of building a temple but also the building of a great nation in fulfillment of the 
promise to Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3; 1 Kings 4:21, 24). For sure, neither of these could have 
happened without God’s blessing. 
 
We are informed by both scripture and scholarship that the Law of Moses stipulates that the 
Festival of Tabernacles lasts “seven days,” beginning the fifteenth day of the seventh month 
(Leviticus (23:33,34). Since the people are sent home on the twenty-third day of this month (2 
Chronicles 7:10), the dedication of the temple lasts “seven days” followed by “seven-day” 
observance of the Festival of Tabernacles. On the eighth day, the assembly concludes both the 
gathering for the dedication of the temple and the Festival of Tabernacles. That the dedication of the 
altar is specifically mentioned is perhaps in keeping with the temple’s purpose as a sacred place for 
sacrifices to be offered (2 Chronicles 7:12). 
 
When the assembly concluded, we are told that the people leave “joyful and glad in heart for the 
good things the Lord had done for David and Solomon and his people of Israel.” Once more we 



view the important role of David. What had transpired on this momentous day marks the fulfillment 
of part of God’s covenant with David. Both his son Solomon and the entire nation of Israel are the 
beneficiaries of God’s faithfulness, and they acknowledge that truth as they depart from their 
memorial celebration to return home.   
 
Conclusion 
 
The writer of today’s lesson recalls the words “Semper Fidelis” as the mother of the United States 
Marine Corps. The phrase means “always faithful” and highlights the unwavering devotion to duty 
and country that those in the Marines have exhibited consistently throughout their history. The 
writer, in thinking about the theme of today’s lesson, suggests that perhaps the phrase “Semper 
Gratus,” meaning “always grateful,” is appropriate. This is a motto for Christians to live by in 
recognition of God’s love. And of that love we can say, we are the worshippers at the temple 
dedication proclaimed “it endures forever.” Thanks be to God! 
 
Action Plan: 
 

1. Suggest one specific way to make giving thanks a consistent part of one’s daily walk. 
2. Challenge students to think of something they would like to dedicate to God. As a group, 

discuss a potential dedication service: How could worship be incorporated? What offerings 
could be given? What songs could be played or sung? What would be prayed? 
 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 
encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries (halbradyministries.com).  
 

 

Canoeing the Mountains part 3: Daring to take your church “Off the Map” 
 
GROWING IN GRACE 
BEN GOSDEN 
 
Change. It might as well be a four-letter word because it strikes most of us as something ugly 
and profane. No one likes to change. As human beings we are biologically wired to enjoy 
something called homeostasis — the state of equilibrium and balance when all is well and 
nothing is changing.  
 
Change is especially difficult in the church. As the world around us rapidly changes, the church 
tends to be the one place where we can find refuge from the storm. The familiarity of the hymns, 



the timeless message, the paint on the walls that hasn’t changed since the 1950s — these things 
are like warm blankets that protect us.  
 
Unfortunately, we love homeostasis so much in the church that we’ve become like the disciples 
who, in their great fear, locked themselves away from the world in the upper room (John 20). 
And while some may argue that “the world” is to blame for the decline of the church, I don’t buy 
it. The first step to healing is to admit you have a problem. And, church, we have a problem — 
our unwillingness to change and adapt is probably the single biggest reason we’re in decline. We 
need to stop acting like small children who blame others for their bad choices. It’s time to face 
the fact that 50 plus years of avoiding change and adaptation is precisely what places us on shaky 
ground.  
 
Now, liturgy reminds us, “the church is of God and will last until the end of time.” But we need 
to be real about the fact that such a promise belongs to the Church universal, not your local 
church or even The United Methodist Church. To chart a path toward the future of God’s 
kingdom as it unfolds around us means we must dare to “go off the map” we’ve always known 
and become acquainted with new maps. The tools that brought us to where we are will not take 
us to where God wants us to go. It’s time to develop new tools.  
 
I want to offer three ways we can prepare to “go off the map:” 
 
Become a learning organization 
Learning is at the heart of adaptation. My daughter is in kindergarten and she has an insatiable 
desire to learn. I find myself wondering where that excitement for learning stopped for me. The 
older I get, the more I want things to stay the same. Learning is hard. But if we’re going to be the 
church God calls us to be, learning must be at the heart of our church culture. I should also say 
that, as disciples, we should constantly be learners. Jesus’ disciples were constantly learning 
from him. To think you have all of the answers is the exact opposite of what it means to be a 
disciple.  
 
Stop being afraid to fail 
The old saying goes, “The only failure in life is not trying.” Hall of Fame coach John Wooden 
once said, “Failure is not fatal, but failure to change might be.” No one likes to fail. But failure is 
often the only path to learning. Thomas Edison had more than 1,000 failed attempts at inventing 
the light bulb. But when he finally got it, it changed the world. Sometimes I wonder what we 
need to fail at in order to find that new and innovative way we connect new people to God.  

 
Dare to do what others are afraid to do 
By definition, going off the map means we dare to be what others are not — to stop trying to 
copy the latest, greatest fad of doing church in favor of something different and, often, more 



meaningful. What is the one thing your church can offer that your community might need? 
Another “big box” church with guitars and lights? Another well-networked traditional church 
with hymnals? No! Your community probably has plenty of those. Do worship well however you 
do it, but dare to find ways to be unique. Can you start a community garden? Do an after school 
tutoring service? Do you have a small plot of land where you could lay some concrete and two 
basketball hoops so neighborhood kids could find a place for recreation and community? Could 
you support young moms by starting a MOPS program? How could you be present where your 
community is present and not just expect the community to show up at your doorstep on Sunday 
mornings? How can you dare to be different and do what other churches in your area might be 
afraid to do, trusting that, when you do, God will open some amazing doors for new ministry you 
never imagined.  
 
To go “off the map” is to rediscover who you uniquely are, learn how to become a deeper and 
better version of yourself even through failure, and to do the things no one else is doing.  
 
What are you waiting for? 
 
Next: Part 4 - Focusing on the mission, deepening relationships, and my thoughts on The 
Commission on a Way Forward 

 
The Rev. Ben Gosden is senior pastor at Trinity United Methodist Church in Savannah. He can 
be reached at ben@trinity1848.org.   
 
 

John Wesley – a traveling preacher 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 

John Wesley was a traveling preacher. He was always on the move sharing the Gospel of Christ 
wherever he went. It has been estimated that John Wesley spent one half of his waking hours 
traveling. He rode his horse more than 250,000 miles across England.   

John Wesley spent 23 months in Georgia. It took him four months on the ship before he even 
arrived at the mouth of the Savannah River. While in Georgia he made 10 trips between 
Savannah and St. Simons Island. He also made several trips between Savannah and Charleston, 
South Carolina. He was constantly on the move! 

Samuel Johnson, a great conversationalist, loved spending time talking with John Wesley. He 
complained that just as soon as they settled down for a good conversation, Wesley would leave 
to go visit someone who was sick.   

 



Retired Clergy Birthdays – March 2018 
 
3/01 – Ralph Bailey: 9650 Lehigh Ave.; Savannah, GA 31406  
3/01 – Buddy Whatley: 2153 Bold Springs Rd.; Ochlocknee, GA 31773  
3/02 – William Whipple: 2247 Eastway Rd.; Decatur, GA 30033  
3/02 – Gene Yates: 154 Saint Clair Dr.; St Simons Island, GA 31522  
3/03 – Richard Bishop: 292 Timberwind Dr.; Byron, GA 31008  
3/03 – Thomas Williams: 1072 Lee Rd. #292; Smith’s Station, AL 36877  
3/04 – Irie Cyree: 4402 Bridgewater Dr.; Phenix City, AL 36867  
3/05 – Tim Paulk: 104 Lee Rd. 2153; Salem, AL 36874  
3/06 – Ellison Whitt: 443 Lee Smith Rd.; Ellaville, GA 31806  
3/08 – Jerry Lillard: 253 Paul Lockley Rd.; Lyons GA 30436  
3/09 – Grover Bell: 333 E. 53rd St.; Savannah, GA 31405  
3/15 – Brenda Iglehart: 113 Brandenberry Rd.; Brunswick, GA 31523  
3/16 – Joel Dent: 1819 Pine Forest Circle; Dublin, GA 31021  
3/16 – Truett Leveritt: PO Box 15893; Savannah, GA 31416  
3/16 – Vance Mathis: 305 Jasmine Way; Bonaire, GA 31005  
3/17 – George Durham: 844 Woods Hole Circle; Statesboro, GA 30461  
3/17 – David Seyle: 304 Causton Harbour Dr.; Savannah, GA 31404  
3/18 – Tom Oliver: 511 Victory Dr.; Waynesboro, GA 30830  
3/19 – James Snell, Jr.: 1590 Piney Grove Rd.; Loganville, GA 30052  
3/20 – Ronnie Culpepper: 2848 Sue Mack Dr.; Columbus, GA 31906  
3/20 – Dan MacMinn: 95 Hardin St.; Waverly Hall, GA 31831  
3/21 – Delia Steffen: 128 Cambridge Way; Macon, GA 31220  
3/22 – Beverly Flowers: 390 Brook Hollow Dr.; McDonough, GA 30252  
3/22 – Tommy Mason, Jr.: 7321 US Highway 41; Vienna, GA 31092  
3/23 – Dwight Bishop: 133 Purple Magnolia Dr.; Alapaha, GA 31622 
3/23 – James McIlrath: 555 Jenkins Farm Rd.; Brunswick, GA 31523 
3/23 – Jimmy Pennell: 2257 S. Lakeshore Dr.; Lake Junaluska, NC 28745 
3/24 – Larry E. Bird: 325 Langston Chapel Rd.; Statesboro, GA 30458-3773  
3/28 – Hal Brady: 36 Lullwater Estate; Atlanta, GA 30307.     
3/30 – Allen Brooks: 535 Hendley Circle; Nashville, GA 31639 
 

OBITUARIES 

Reverend Buford “Beau” Taylor 
The Reverend Buford “Beau” Taylor, age 73, entered into heaven’s rest on Friday, Feb. 23, 
2018, following an extended hospitalization at Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville, Fla. Reverend 
Taylor was affectionately known to many as “Brother Beau,” especially his parishioners. 

Brother Beau was born May 21, 1944, in Panama City, Fla., the son of the late Joe Alexander 
Taylor Sr. and the late Annie Belle Taylor. He was devoted to his Lord and as a loving husband 
of 56 years to his wife, Roberta Taylor. He was equally devoted as a father and grandfather to his 
children and grandchildren. 



Brother Beau proudly served his country for more than 20 years in the United States Army, 
serving during the Vietnam War as an aviator. For his acts of bravery and heroism he received 
two Bronze Stars with “V” Device for Valor and also a Purple Heart. During his military career 
he was also awarded two Army Commendation Medals for his excellence in military service. 
Brother Beau ended his military career serving as a Counter-Intelligence Agent. 

After retiring from the United States Army, he became a high school principal, a social worker, 
and a mental health professional. He then answered the calling of his Heavenly Father, attending 
Candler School of Theology where he earned a Master’s of Divinity degree. He then became a 
much beloved, full time ordained minister. He served numerous congregations within the South 
Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church. He served his local community as the 
Pastor of Jekyll Island United Methodist Church from 2008 to 2010. Although retired from full-
time ministry, he continued to serve part time until 2013. 

Brother Beau was preceded in death by his parents, Joe Alexander Taylor Sr. and Anne Belle 
Taylor; one brother, Joe Alexander Taylor Jr. Left to cherish his memories is his loving wife, 
Roberta Sharon Nations Taylor of St. Simons Island, GA; his three daughters, Myra Braswell 
and husband Timothy Braswell of Brunswick, GA, Beth McIlrath and husband Bill McIlrath of 
Savannah, GA, and Jennifer Mathews, and husband Bryan Mathews, of Baxley, GA; one son; 
Buford "Buddy" Taylor and his wife Karen Sellers Taylor of Baxley, GA; a sister; Minnie Lou 
Jean Howell of Panama City, FL. Thirteen wonderful grandchildren and five precious great 
grandchildren also survive. 

Services to honor Brother Beau’s life were held Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2018, at College Place United 
Methodist Church. The Reverend Dr. Bill Daniel and Reverend Bill Reincheld officiated.  

Honorary Pallbearers were the ministers and their spouses of The United Methodist Church 
South Georgia Conference. Active Pallbearers serving were sons-in-law Tim Braswell and 
William McIlrath, and grandsons Erick McIlrath, Cole Taylor, Clay Mathews, and Benjamin 
Mathews. 

Brother Beau’s life’s work and passion was truly God, family, and country. He will be truly 
missed by all who knew and loved him. His family will have many fond memories to cherish for 
years to come. The Taylor family would like to thank the doctors, nurses, and staff of the Heart 
Transplant Cardiology team at Mayo Clinic for their professional loving care and support. 

The family would like to also extend a heartfelt thank you for memorial contributions made in 
Brother Beau’s memory to the College Place United Methodist Church, Navajo Mission, 3890 
Altama Avenue, Brunswick, GA 31520. Arrangements are entrusted into the care of Edo Miller 
and Sons Funeral Home www.edomillerandsons.com.  

 

 



Scripture Readings – March 6 
 
March 11 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Numbers 21:4-9 
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 (UMH 830) 
Ephesians 2:1-10 
John 3:14-21 
 
March 18 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Psalm 51:1-12 (UMH 785) 
Hebrews 5:5-10 
John 12:20-33 
 
March 25 
Passion Sunday/Palm Sunday 
Sixth Sunday in Lent 
Liturgy of the Palms 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (UMH 839) 
Mark 11:1-11  
John 12:12-16 
 
Liturgy of the Passion 
Isaiah 50:4-9a  
Psalm 31:9-16 (UMH 764) 
Philippians 2:5-11  
Mark 14:1-15:47 
 
Events in the South Georgia Conference – 3/6/2018 edition 
 
Bishop Bryan's calendar 
It’s now easier than ever to find out when and where Bishop Bryan will be preaching in your 
district and around the conference. Visit the updated calendar and events page on the conference 
website and look for the red highlighted dates. 
 
Connecting Neighbors Training, Macon - March 10 
The Connecting Neighbors training event features a one-day training hosted by The Office of 
Connectional Ministries designed to equip and empower individuals and local churches to be a 
presence in their community (and beyond) in the event of a natural or man-made catastrophic 
event. The cost is $10 and includes lunch and materials. For questions or additional information, 
contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642. Use this promotional flyer to 
gather a group from your church to attend. This training will be held March 10 at Riverside 
UMC in Macon. Register here. Click here for more information and the day's schedule.  
 



2018 SBC21 Annual Leadership & Development Conference - March 10 
The 2018 SBC21 Annual Celebration of Leadership and Development Conference will be held 
Saturday, March 10 from 9:30 a.m. until 4 p.m. (9:30 a.m. until 10 a.m. is registration and 
breakfast.) at Grace Corner UMC in Macon. Pastors, leaders, and congregants are all invited to 
attend this leadership and development conference. Questions? Contact Rev. Earnestine 
Campbell, associate director of Connectional Ministries, at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  
 
UMCOR Sunday - March 11 
UMCOR Sunday (fourth Sunday in Lent) enables the United Methodist Committee on Relief to 
reach out through worldwide ministries of food, shelter, health and peace. A special offering is 
taken on this day to support humanitarian aid through the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR). You can be assured that when catastrophes cause suffering, your church, impelled by 
Jesus' love and compassion, will be in the lead to ease the pain. Gifts to the UMCOR Sunday 
offering underwrite UMCOR's "costs of doing business." That helps them keep their promise that 
100 percent of every other gift you make to a specific UMCOR project can be spent on that 
project - not on home office costs. To learn more about UMCOR or to order resources to 
promote the offering, visit www.umcor.org or call 888-346-3862. Click here for resources to 
help promote this offering in your local church. 
 
2018 Clergy Spouse Retreat - March 16-18 
The 2018 Clergy Spouse Retreat is set for March 16-18 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons 
Island. The retreat theme is "Be Still and Be Loved," and the retreat guest speaker is Kristen 
Vincent. Kristen is a fellow clergy spouse, author, speaker, teacher, and loves leading retreats. 
We are excited to see what God is going to do in our midst on this special weekend. Our retreat 
chair is Elisha Plaxico. She will lead us through this weekend filled with a lot of fun, fellowship 
and worship in store, so you don't want to miss it! Visit www.sgaumc.org/clergyspouses for 
more information and to register. 
 
Wesley Glen Ministries' Cherry Blossom Road Race - March 17 
Join hundreds of runners for the 16th annual running of the Cherry Blossom Road Race for 
Wesley Glen Ministries. 5K and 10K races will begin at 9 AM with the Fun Run to start a few 
minutes later. Visit cherryblossomroadrace.com for more information. 
 
UMC Day of Health - March 17 
To further The United Methodist Church’s commitment to improve health for all, Global 
Ministries, in partnership with the North Georgia Annual Conference, is hosting the UMC Day 
of Health to equip leaders and inspire others to find new ways to engage their communities 
through health ministries. All United Methodist churches, health care coordinators, general 
agency representatives, Global Health partners, and affiliates are invited to the UMC Day of 
Health. The UMC Day of Health will be held from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. Saturday, March 17 at 
Dunwoody United Methodist Church in Atlanta. Register today I More information 
 
UMW Spiritual Growth Retreat - March 23-24 
The United Methodist Women of the South Georgia Conference will host their annual Spiritual 
Growth Retreat March 23-24, 2018, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. The retreat 



leader will be Yvette Richards, and Ivy Kratzer will serve as the Teen Women's Retreat Leader. 
Annie Akins will be the praise and worship leader. Click here to download the brochure. 
 
Eagles’ Picnic - April 5 
The Eagles, retired South Georgia clergy and spouses, will gather for their annual picnic 
Thursday, April 5. Contact Rev. Charles “Buddy” Whatley for more information. 
 
Sexual Ethics Workshop - April 10 
A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Tuesday, April 10 at Vineville 
UMC in Macon. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is 
REQUIRED EVERY (3) THREE YEARS for any person serving under appointment by the 
bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). Cost is $35, which 
includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to South Georgia 
Conference. To register, click here. Email questions to cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note 
that spouses and lay employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the 
workshop. 
 
Native American Ministries Sunday - April 15 
On Native American Ministries Sunday, United Methodists cultivate and support urban missions 
with Native Americans and fund scholarships for Native American seminarians. Your annual 
conference retains 50 percent of the offering is to strengthen and develop Native American 
ministries. However, if no Native American ministries exist in the conference, the entire offering 
is remitted to the General Council on Finance and Administration for Native American ministries 
in other areas. The remaining 50 percent of the offering expands mission work with the Native 
American Urban Initiative and provides scholarships for Native Americans attending United 
Methodist and other approved schools of theology. Is it easier to learn Native American 
traditions from a Native American or an Irish American? This is why the Native American 
Ministries Sunday offering is critical – to continue the traditions and nurture the gifts of Native 
Americans. Click here for resources to help promote this special Sunday. 

 
United Methodist Men’s Annual Retreat - April 20-21 
South Georgia’s United Methodist Men will gather for their annual retreat April 20-21 at 
Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island, Ga. Dr. Matt Woodbery, South Georgia Conference 
Director of Connectional Ministries, will be the keynote speaker. Click here for housing 
registration. Prior to the start of the UMM annual retreat participants are invited to play in the 
annual UMM Golf Tournament on Friday, April 20. Practice begins at 11 a.m. with tee time at 
noon. The tournament will be held at Sanctuary Cove Golf Club (2050 Sanctuary Wynd, 
Waverly, Ga. 31565). Click here for golf tournament registration. Click here for golf tournament 
rules. 
 
#generations Seminar – April 26-28 
The Southwest District of the South Georgia Conference is partnering with Next Step Ministry to 
offer a seminar focused on reaching all generations for Christ. This two-day seminar, set for 
April 26-28 at Veteran's Memorial State Park, is designed for clergy and laity. For more 
information, visit www.swdistrictumc.org. The early bird rate of $219 ends soon, so register 



today. Contact the Southwest District office with questions: 229-273-3119 
or swdistrict@sgaumc.com.  
 
Connecting Neighbors Training, Tifton - April 28 
The Connecting Neighbors training event features a one-day training hosted by The Office of 
Connectional Ministries designed to equip and empower individuals and local churches to be a 
presence in their community (and beyond) in the event of a natural or man-made catastrophic 
event. The cost is $10 and includes lunch and materials. For questions or additional information, 
contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642. Use this promotional flyer to 
gather a group from your church to attend. This training will be held April 28 at Tifton First 
UMC. Register here. Click here for more information and the day's schedule.  
 
Wesley Glen Ministries’ Fish Fry - April 28 
Wesley Glen's annual fish fry is the place to be for good food, good music, and great fellowship. 
Join them for a fun-filled day! 
 

Ken Howle Elected Executive Director of Lake Junaluska 
 
The Lake Junaluska Board of Trustees has unanimously elected Ken Howle as the new executive 
director of Lake Junaluska. He will assume the role immediately. 
 
Howle has worked at Lake Junaluska for the last 14 years as director of advancement and as 
director of sales and marketing. He is a life-long United Methodist. He serves as a member of the 
church council at Long’s Chapel United Methodist Church in Waynesville, N.C. 
 
“We are fortunate to be able to build on Ken’s experience with Lake Junaluska, the Board of 
Trustees and the community,” said Mike Warren, chairman of the Lake Junaluska Board of 
Trustees. “With Ken as our new executive director, we will not miss a beat. The momentum that 
has been built will continue at an even more rapid pace.” 
 
At Lake Junaluska, Howle has overseen development and implementation of successful 
fundraising and marketing strategies for conference center and ministry-based programs. He has 
raised over $7.5 million in charitable support since 2012 and served as a member of the 
executive team for the last 12 years.  
 
Howle is a graduate of Western Carolina University. Before coming to the lake in 2004, he 
worked as vice president of sales and director of sales at Nantahala Outdoor Center in Bryson 
City. 
 
As executive director, Howle will lead a staff of over 100 employees and serve as a liaison for 
the Lake Junaluska community.  
 
He will work alongside the Lake Junaluska executive team, including Director of Programming 
Mitzi Johnson, General Manager/COO Rob Huckaby, Director of Assembly Public Works Jack 
Carlisle and Executive Assistant Rachel Watkins. 
 



Howle will continue the implementation of several initiatives already in place, including the 
renovation of Lake Junauska’s historic Lambuth Inn. At the meeting on Friday, the Board of 
Trustees also approved looking into a strategic plan for renovating several facilities used for 
youth and young adult programming. 
 
“I am looking forward to working with our executive team, staff and the community to move 
Lake Junaluska into the bright future,” Howle said. “There are great things ahead for Lake 
Junaluska.”  
 
Lake Junaluska is a place of Christian hospitality where lives are transformed through renewal of 
soul, mind and body. For more information about Lake Junaluska programs and events, visit 
www.lakejunaluska.com.  


