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Isle of Hope UMC ministry offers hope, support to those with dementia 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Five years ago, Beth and Chuck Maner’s lives changed when Chuck was diagnosed with Lewy 
body dementia. In the past two years, his health has declined to a point where he needs round-
the-clock care and isn’t able to be alone. 

It’s been a difficult few years, Beth says – isolating and lonely. Because of the disease, Chuck, 
an outgoing and friendly man, had little to look forward to and nowhere where he felt normal. 
And unless she hired a caregiver Beth didn’t have time to run errands and do the things she 
needed to do. 

So it was a “miracle,” Beth said, when a friend’s daughter told her about Hope Arbor, a respite 
care ministry at Isle of Hope United Methodist Church in Savannah.  

Launched in late January, the program serves those living with memory impairment, like 
dementia and Alzheimer’s, and their caregivers. Four hours a day, twice a week, Chuck and 
others go to sing, exercise, play games, pray, and talk. 

They find community, compassion, fellowship, and fun with Hope Arbor’s trained volunteers. 

“The Hope Arbor Respite Program is the highlight of my husband’s week,” Beth Maner said. 
“The volunteers meet him at the door with smiles and excitement that he is there. He is accepted 
and encouraged to be himself. They actually seem to appreciate him and make him feel special; 
he feels loved.” 

Volunteers play games that help with flexibility and memory, a hot lunch is catered in each day, 
and a musician leads the “Joy in the Moment Choir” in oldies and show tunes. Singing hymns is 
one of Chuck’s favorite activities. He didn’t often sing before his diagnosis, but since attending 
Hope Arbor he remembers the words to long-ago-sung songs and sings at home, too. 

“The singing has brought joy into his life,” Beth Maner said. “This spirit carries over into our 
home. I hear him singing the old hymns he loves all during the day and he actually remembers 
the words! I thank God for this program and the difference it has made in his life and mine.” 

Modeled after Montgomery (Ala.) First United Methodist Church’s Respite Care Ministry and 
Lawrenceville United Methodist Church’s Grace Arbor respite care ministry, Hope Arbor 
provides those suffering with memory impairment and their caregivers support, encouragement, 
and a few hours of normalcy. 

“Every family I know has had someone with Alzheimer’s or someone with some form of 
dementia, and it’s very difficult to care for their loved one sometimes,” said Brooke Chambers, 



Isle of Hope UMC’s Director of Hope Arbor and Stephen Ministries. “Most people who have 
walked this walk would have given anything for this kind of socialization and stimulation for 
their loved one.” 

Hope Arbor also offers a Tuesday-morning support group for caregivers, giving spouses and 
other family members a safe place to connect and share.  

“We want to provide them the tools to help them live a better quality of life while they are 
walking this walk with their loved ones,” Chambers said.  

The only church-based respite care ministry in the Savannah area, Chambers hopes Hope Arbor 
will inspire other congregations in South Georgia to see the need in their communities and 
consider how they can support those who live with dementia and Alzheimer’s.  

“This is a need everywhere,” she said. “So many people have been touched by memory 
impairment. Whether it has been with a loved one or a friend, this can be a terrible journey. We 
at Isle of Hope UMC know we can’t always change things, but we certainly can support families 
with love and do our best to provide joy. We can be the hands and feet of Christ to these 
families. We can provide information and connect people with resources in our community. We 
can provide rest for a caregiver while their loved one is in a joyful, dignified place surrounded by 
friends.”    

Hope Arbor has given Chuck Maner a sense of belonging, a feeling of respect, and importance. 
There’s nowhere else like it, Beth Maner says. 

“This program gives us something to look forward to, some hope, and that adds a lot of 
happiness to our lives,” she said. “Our lives have changed drastically, and this gives us some 
normalcy. Seeing him happy and exciting makes me feel good.” 

 

Cordele First UMC blesses community, church with unexpected candy donation 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

What would you do with 48,000 pieces of candy? 

Cordele First United Methodist Church asked themselves that question when a semi-truck 
carrying 48 cases of candy, unable to deliver the order, donated its entire load to the church a few 
weeks ago. 

While several cases were given to the church’s food pantry, the timing turned out to be perfect to 
turn their small church-wide Easter egg hunt into a community outreach event, and church 
leaders quickly jumped on the idea. 



“We thought we could use this donation to really bless other people,” said Kathy Minor, Cordele 
First UMC’s Director of Children’s Ministries.  

Minor asked church members to donate plastic eggs and requested that volunteers help fill them. 
There were so many eggs to fill – 5,000 – that she asked children, youth, Sunday school classes, 
“the folding ladies” who volunteer to fold the bulletins, and others to stuff eggs, and there were 
still eggs to fill. So Minor took eggs and candy to the local assisted living facility, Cordelia 
Manor, where several church members live, and asked them to help stuff eggs.  

The usual spots for the church’s annual egg hunt – a congregant’s front or back yard or the 
church’s lawn – weren’t large enough for the larger planned hunt, so they rented the local Lion’s 
Club fairground. 

When the community-wide hunt featuring 5,000 eggs, 10,000 pieces of candy, and lots of fun 
was held Sunday, March 25, 100 children showed up for the fun, which featured a bounce house, 
door prizes, and stations where children could make resurrection eggs to learn the story of Jesus’ 
journey from the cross to his resurrection.  

“It’s given some excitement to an event that’s usually pretty internally focused,” Minor said. “It 
was a small church thing that was turned into a big community outreach.” 

 

The United Methodist Church Celebrates 50th Anniversary of Historic Merger 

Congregations across the connection are invited to celebrate the 50th anniversary 
commemorating the event on April 23, 1968, when leaders of the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church and The Methodist Church declared the creation of a new denomination, The United 
Methodist Church. 

With the words “Lord of the Church, we are united in Thee, in Thy Church and now in The 
United Methodist Church,” the new denomination was birthed at the constituting General 
Conference being held that year in Dallas. The words, said in unison over joined hands, by 
Bishop Reuben H. Mueller of the Evangelical United Brethren Church and Bishop Lloyd C. 
Wicke of The Methodist Church, signified the formation of one of the largest denominations in 
the world, representing 53 countries. 

“We are celebrating 50 years since a historic coming together among likeminded Christians of 
different regions, languages, cultures and customs because of their common grounding in 
Wesleyan spirituality and practice,” said the Rev. Fred Day, general secretary of the General 
Commission of Archives and History. “The historical event also marks the formation of a church 
free from the institutionalized segregation of the former Central Jurisdiction. Now white and 



African-American United Methodists lived into a Church sharing annual conferences, same 
bishops and same appointment systems as never before. 

“To observe the anniversary, the General Commission of Archives and History and the General 
Commission on Religion and Race, born with the merger to insure the inclusivity intended with 
the 1968 union, are collaborating on producing shared 50th anniversary resources,” Day said. 

Commemorative events are set to occur at the conference, district and local church levels 
beginning April 22, the Sunday before the April 23 anniversary, through May 20, Heritage 
Sunday. This year, the Heritage Sunday theme is “Jubilee: The 50th Anniversary of The United 
Methodist Church,” giving congregations an opportunity to reflect on the importance of history 
while also vision casting about the future. 

Numerous resources have been developed and made available specifically for the 50th 
anniversary of the uniting conference, including liturgical materials, the original uniting 
conference video, and a reference guide to the church’s history. UMC.org, the official website of 
The United Methodist Church, is featuring anniversary content at UMC.org/umc50. A hashtag -- 
#UMC50 – is being used for all anniversary-themed content across social media channels and the 
denomination’s official Facebook page is featuring Throwback Thursday (#TBT) content from 
the momentous event. 

“We hope United Methodists across the connection will use the teaching and worship resources 
provided in this jubilee year,” Day said. 

 

Campers build a strong faith foundation 

Camp Connect, the camping ministry of the South Georgia Conference, gives children and youth 
the opportunity to spend a week away from normal everyday life in the beauty of God’s creation 
with people who seek to share Christ in the everyday.  

With a “Blueprints” theme this summer, a week at Camp Connect will teach campers what God’s 
design for their life looks like. Diving into scripture and sharing life stories will show them they 
are created in God’s image and created for a purpose. 

“My prayer, as each camper registration comes through, is that everyone will have the 
opportunity to encounter Christ in a powerful, life-changing way during their week at camp,” 
said Suzanne Akins, Camp Director. “There is something so rare and unique about shutting down 
technology, looking eye to eye with people, sharing meals, laughing, playing, and worshipping 
together day after day, night after night.” 



Five camps are scheduled for the summer: one week for high school students, two weeks for 
middle school students, and two weeks for elementary students. Held at Epworth By The Sea on 
St. Simons Island, the week-long camps run from June 11 through July 20. Rising fourth grade 
students through seniors in high school will grow in their faith through Camp Connect camps. 

Each morning at camp begins with a Morning Show, an interactive high-energy gathering with 
music, skits, and announcements for the day. From there, each team's day is filled with 
swimming, marsh walks, trips to the beach, fishing, Bible studies, art, and indoor/outdoor games. 
Each evening is a camp-wide activity bringing out the best of competitions. Camp closes each 
night with a worship service of meaningful skits, powerful music, testimonies and relevant 
speakers.  

College students who are committed to serving Christ through working with children and youth 
during the summer are the full-time camp counselors. Each staff member has been interviewed 
by the Camp Ministry Team, passed a background check, attended 10 days of training, and is 
supervised by Camp Director Suzanne Akins.  

For more information, visit www.campconnectumc.org or call (912) 638-8626. 

 

Attend #generations seminar to learn how to reach all ages 

The Southwest District of the South Georgia Conference is partnering with Next Step Ministry to 
offer a seminar focused on reaching all generations for Christ. This two-day seminar, set for 
April 26-28 at Veteran's Memorial State Park, is designed for clergy and laity. For more 
information, visit www.swdistrictumc.org. The early bird rate of $219 ends soon, so register 
today. Contact the Southwest District office with questions: 229-273-3119 or 
swdistrict@sgaumc.com.  

 

The Risen Lord Appears 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of April 8, 2018 
By Dr. Hal Brady 
 
Spring Quarter: Acknowledging God 
Unit 2: All Glory and Honor 
 
Lesson Scripture: John 21:1-14 
 
Lesson Aims 



1. Recount the story of Jesus’ appearance at the Sea of Galilee following his resurrection. 
2. Identify elements of the story that reveal Jesus’ constant provision for his followers. 

21:1-14 reminds us that for God no matter is too big or too small. In this story, Jesus surprises 
his disciples with a morning meal. This is a simple gesture that underlines Jesus’ promise to 
always provide what they need.  

As the text opens, John has already recorded events from the day of resurrection itself (John 20).  
Mary Magdelene, finding Jesus’ tomb empty, told Simon Peter and “the other disciple” 
(apparently John himself) that Jesus’ body had been taken. The two walked to the tomb to see for 
themselves.  Next, Jesus appeared to Mary and confirmed that he was indeed alive.   

Later that same day, the “first day of the week,” Jesus appeared to his disciples in a locked room.  
Then he appeared to them again a week later, that time addressing Thomas, who had been 
missing before. Evidently, Thomas had needed and received personal, tangible evidence that 
Jesus really was alive. 

Scholars tell us that the appearance to Thomas is, in certain ways, the climax of John’s Gospel in 
light of Jesus’ statement, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have believed” (John 20:29). However, John then immediately informs us 
of the “many other signs” (miracles) that Jesus performed (20:30). As scholars assert, these 
comprise the fabric of this Gospel. And by understanding the meaning of these signs, we can put 
our faith in the risen Jesus whom we have not seen (20:31). 

Unhappy Result (John 21:1-4) 

“Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias…” (21:1). With this 21st 
chapter, we come to the final recorded appearance of Jesus in John’s Gospel. The word 
“afterward” refers to the unspecified amount of time between the previous appearances in and 
near Jerusalem and this one that takes place by the Sea of Galilee. The Sea of Galilee is also 
known as the Sea of Tiberias and the Lake of Gennesaret. It is a large freshwater lake of about 64 
square miles, and it is the dominant feature of the region where Jesus grew up and conducted so 
much of his ministry. For instance, it was along the shore of this lake that Jesus called his first 
disciples (Matthew 4:18-22).  And those disciples were eyewitnesses of the miracles Jesus 
performed in the area around the lake. 

Now, with Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread complete (John 19:14), some of the 
disciples have arrived back in this familiar territory (Mark 14:28;16:7). The walking distance 
from Jerusalem is approximately 70 to 75 miles.   

We are told that seven men other than Jesus are present on this occasion (John 21:2). It is 
important to note that the shepherd had been smitten and the sheep had been scattered. Yet here 
we find seven of the disciples in Galilee, still held together in a unique bond. What can account 
for this?  Alexander Maclaren, non-conformist English minister, writes, “There is only one 
explanation … Jesus Christ had risen from the dead. That drew them together once more…” 



Peter states in verse 3 that he is going fishing, and the other disciples go with him. Some have 
interpreted Peter’s announcement to an expression of impatience or despair, a sign that he is 
returning to his old way of life from which Jesus had called him. But, according to scholars, the 
text does not support this as the sole or even the best interpretation. Peter may simply be hungry, 
or he may want to retain a means of self-support, not knowing what the Lord intends for him 
personally.  And as we previously mentioned, the other disciples decided to join him. 

Fishing, as we are informed, is generally done at night, when fish are nearer the water’s surface 
and so that fish can be sold fresh the next morning. But Peter and these disciples have an 
unsuccessful night on the sea, and they are frustrated. 

At sunrise, however, they are finishing up, when an unknown voice from the shore instructs them 
to try the opposite side of the boat. Some people find it hard to believe that the disciples didn’t 
recognize Jesus. But dim light and the distance probably are the culprits. Further, the disciples 
may not be expecting to see the risen Jesus in this particular setting. On the Emmaus Road, 
another account of the resurrection appearances, Jesus seems deliberately to prevent his identity 
from being known. And that may also be the case here. 

Unforeseen Provision (John 21:5-8) 

Tired, hungry, and frustrated, it was at the moment when the disciples were least thinking of 
Jesus that he appeared. At the time they were not seeking Jesus, he sought them. What a grand 
and glorious truth for all us to remember! 

We are informed that Jesus does three things here. First, Jesus asks a question. The point of the 
question is to reveal to the disciples their own need and failure. Jesus asked, “Friends, haven’t 
you any fish?” And they had to answer sadly, “No.”  

Second, Jesus gives a command! In this case, he tells the disciples, “Throw your net on the right 
side of the boat and you will find some.” Why the right side? Because that was the side they 
were directed to by Jesus! If he had said the left side, there would have been fish there. The point 
is not where the effort is to be made or how. It is whether it is being done under Christ’s 
direction and in obedience to him or by our own wisdom and initiative. 

Third, Jesus sends abundant blessings! He sends such a great catch of fish that they are unable to 
bring the catch into their boat. John states the number of fish in 21:11 as 153. This outcome 
closely resembles what happened when Jesus previously challenged Peter to let down his nets 
one more time after an unproductive night (Luke 5:4-7). 

Now, there are all kind of meanings related to the number 153. But perhaps William Buckley 
offers us one of the best answers when he says, “This great catch of fishes was gathered into the 
net, and the net held them all, and the net was not broken. The net stands for the church. There is 
room in the church for all people of all nations. Even if they all come in, the church is big 
enough to hold them all.” John is telling us of the universality of the church. The welcome of the 
church is as universal as the love of God in Jesus Christ. 



This would be a good place to re-read verses 7 and 8 of our text. The disciple “whom Jesus 
loved” is, according to tradition, the apostle John, author of this Gospel. He is the first to realize 
that the one who has just provided a huge catch of fish can only be the One who has command of 
the forces of nature. His declaration, “It is the Lord!” is the basis for Peter’s spontaneous act of 
jumping out of the boat and swimming to shore to meet Jesus. 

What Peter does first upon hearing “It is the Lord” may be a bit confusing since it can seem that 
he puts on more clothing before jumping into the water! Scholars tell us that we should probably 
understand that he has been lightly clothed in a smock worn by fisherman, but that garment is 
loose around his body. So Peter wraps his outer garment around him to secure it close to his 
body so it doesn’t not interfere with swimming or wading.   

We are informed that the distance to the shore is not so great that Peter cannot swim to shore. 
The close proximity to the shore (perhaps 100 yards) also helped the six other disciples 
cooperate to drag the net to shore. Normally, the catch of fish would be in the boat. But here the 
Lord’s provision is abundant, yet still within their capacity to receive it. Therefore, the disciples 
drag the catch of fishes to the shore. 

Unexpected Meal (John 21:9-14) 

When the nets become full of fish, John is the one who has the eyes to see, and Peter is the one 
who acts. These two friends are as different as night and day. John is the man of vision while 
Peter is the man of action. John says, “It is the Lord.” Peter jumps overboard, forgets the boat, 
forgets the fish, forgets John and the other disciples. The Lord is there. Say what we will about 
Peter’s misdeeds, there is a yearning for the Savior.   

Now, the Lord who directs the fish to the fishermen’s net is also the Lord who fed hungry 
multitudes with a small amount of bread and fish (John 6:1-15). Most certainly, he is able to 
provide for his people in both large and small ways that astonish.  

Jesus directs the disciples to bring some of the fish they had caught. At this point, Peter climbs 
back into the boat and helps drag the net ashore. 

Scholars remind us that Jesus has called his disciples “to fish for people” (Matthew 4:18,19). He 
has told them that as the Father has sent him, so he was sending them (John 17:18;20,21). But 
how can this undistinguished bond, so often marked by weak faith and failure, undertake such a 
task? We are informed that the miraculous catch of the fish points to the answer. By themselves, 
these men are inadequate. But empowered by the Spirit of Christ (16;7-11), they will do great 
things (14:12-14).  Abiding in Jesus, relying on his provision, they will bear much fruit (15:1-
11). 

Next, Jesus said to them in verse 12, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask 
him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 

Note that the Lord is the host of this feast, and all present are his welcome guests. The doubt that 
plagued them and others is no more. The one who was dead is now gloriously alive again. They 



will testify with confidence about him and multitudes and generations who have not seen will 
believe.   

In verse 13, Scholars describe Jesus’ actions as highlighting the meal as his gracious provision 
for his followers. As Jesus did with the multitude, he distributed the bread and fish himself (John 
6:11).  It is a simple meal, one typical for the times, but also an abundant meal, with plenty for 
everyone. 

The concluding verse of our text states “this was now the third time Jesus appeared to his 
disciples after he was raised from the dead” (21:14).  The number of resurrection appearances 
here in John includes John 20:19-23 and 20:24-29, the first and second of Jesus’ post-
resurrection appearances, “to his disciples.” But not so fast—what about the appearance to Mary 
Magdalene in John 20:11-18? Scholars asked if John has gotten his count wrong?  They answer 
“no,” and state that the key lies in the phrase “to his disciples.” The word “disciples” is plural, 
whereas Jesus’ appearance to Mary Magdelene represents an encounter with an individual.  
Further, the accounts by other Biblical writers record additional appearances, including the 
mention of an appearance to Peter individually. 

Summary 

To me, John is stating at least four main truths from this text (John 21:1-14). First, the most 
important aim of this story is to make quite clear the reality of the Resurrection. The 
Resurrection was not a vision, the figment of someone’s excited imagination. It was an 
unexpected, life-transforming event in real space and time. It changed the flow of history as it 
fulfilled the most important promises of God. As scholars assert, the Resurrection accounts of 
John and others demonstrate how real and powerful was and is the Resurrection of Jesus. 

Second, Christ’s presence and provision for Christians are constant. Whatever situation or 
circumstance we find ourselves, He is with us. He never fails or forsakes us. And though Jesus is 
not present in the flesh as he was with the disciples, he is no less present with us by the Holy 
Spirit (John 16:7). Are we ready to testify to his constant provision? 

Third, this story makes clear that the church is wide enough to embrace all people of all nations. 
We note again the symbol of the 153 large fish and the net which was not torn. There is no 
exclusiveness in the church. The embrace of the church is as universal as the love of God in 
Christ. 

And finally, all of us are called to be fishers of humankind! As someone suggested, “fish” means 
“men and women” but “fishing” symbolizes “evangelism.” Jesus stated, “As the Father has sent 
me, even so send I you.”  

Now, we may not be able to write a paper on the atonement. We may not understand Jesus’ 
humanity and divinity. But we may be like the man who was born blind and was touched by 
Jesus.  He stated, “I was blind, but now I see.” In reality, that’s all that’s necessary to become a 
fisher of humankind. 

Action Plan 



1. Where do you see God’s provision in our text (John 21:1-14) and in our lives today? 
Explain! 

2. How would things change were we to acknowledge Christ as host and center of 
mealtimes? 

3. Discuss the reality and power of Jesus’ resurrection in the lives of class members. 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 
encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries (halbradyministries.com).  
 

 

Follow Me 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of April 15, 2018 
By Dr. Hal Brady 
 
Spring Quarter: Acknowledging God 
Unit 2: All Glory and Honor 
 
Lesson Scripture: John 21:15-25 
 
Lesson Aims 

3. Summarize the conversation between the risen Jesus and Peter at the Sea of Galilee. 
4. Explain the relationship between loving Jesus and imitating his gracious love and service. 

It is true that most football fans will recognize the name Joe Montana. Montana was a star 
quarterback for the University of Notre Dame during the late 1970s. He then played professional 
football, spending most of his career with the San Francisco 49ers. He won four Super Bowls 
with the 49ers and was named Most Valuable Player in three of those games. Known as the 
“Comeback Kid,” Montana guided his team to 31 come-from-behind triumphs during his 
professional career. 

As we know, Simon Peter was a broken man following his denial of Jesus. The writer of 
Matthew indicates that after his denial, Peter “went out and wept bitterly” (Matthew 26:75). We 
can only imagine how often Peter’s thoughts tormented him in the aftermath of Jesus’ 
crucifixion. But it was the resurrected Jesus who offered Peter the opportunity to make a 
“comeback.” And as scholars affirm, accepting that “comeback” opportunity meant leaving 
remorse and shame behind as Peter entered a place of renewed service to the Master. 
Undoubtedly, Jesus’ words of restoration and his challenge of service to Peter have something to 
teach us today. 

As to background, the image of a shepherd caring for sheep is central to our text. This is an 
image very close to the experience of biblical people, drawing as it does on a common 



occupation. The Old Testament uses sheep and shepherd to picture the relationship between God 
and his people, most notably in Psalm 23. However, the relationship between God’s people and 
their leaders, especially the king, is also portrayed in similar terms. 

Scholars inform us that Israel can be described as sheep with no shepherd (Numbers 27:15-17; 1 
Kings 22:17), and wicked leaders of the people are characterized as bad shepherds (Jeremiah 
23:1-4; 50:6; Ezekiel 34:1-10). 

The picture of sheep without a shepherd is also used of people in Jesus’ day (Matthew 9:36). 
Now, Jesus describes himself as “the good shepherd” (John 10:11), in contrast to “thieves and 
robbers who have no concern for the welfare of the sheep (John 10:8-10).” Jesus goes beyond 
what an ordinary shepherd will do, even giving his own life for the sake of the sheep. Jesus’ 
conversation with Peter should be understood against this backdrop. 

Repeated Exchange (21:15-17) 

Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?” (John 
21:15).  The shared meal of the seven eventually gives way to a one-on-one conversation 
between Jesus and Peter. The solemn character of the moment is underscored by Jesus’ form of 
address: “Simon son of John.” Peter’s name occurs frequently in this Gospel but not like this. 
Each time Jesus questions Peter here, he uses this full and formal form of address. 

Jesus’ question creates its own question for the reader: What does the word “these” refer to? 
Does “more than these” mean, “Do you love me more than these nets and boats, than your old 
way of making a living? “Does it mean,” do you love me more than you love other people? Or 
does it mean, “Do you love me more than these other people love me?” Scholars tell us that no 
answer is possible from the text. Therefore, we may conclude that Jesus means “these” as a 
general point of reference: “Do you love me supremely, most of all?” 

“Yes, Lord,” he (Peter) said, “you know that I love you” (John 15b). Peter’s answer is strongly 
affirmative, but worded in an interesting way. Prior to Jesus’ death, Peter expressed bold 
confidence that he was writing to give his own life for Jesus’ sake. But Jesus countered that Peter 
would in fact deny him three times before the rooster crowed (John 13:37,38). As we know, 
Jesus knew better than Peter what was in Peter’s heart. It was here that Peter acknowledges 
Jesus’ awareness of his inner life. Scholars point out that Peter’s statement of love for Jesus is 
also a confession that he no longer has anything to hide from his Lord. 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs” (John 15c). Jesus then challenges Peter to act on the love that he 
proclaims. As the Good Shepherd, Jesus has laid down his life for the sheep (John 10:15). If 
Peter loves Jesus, he will live in the same way, protecting and providing for God’s people, as 
Jesus’ under-shepherd. It’s noteworthy that in Peter’s first epistle, he charges elders to serve as 
nurturing, protecting shepherds under the supreme shepherd, Jesus (1 Peter 5:1-4).  

With only slight variation Jesus asks Peter a second time about his love for him. We can imagine 
that Peter is puzzled to be asked a question he has already answered. Once more, however, he 
expresses his love for Jesus; and Jesus responds with a challenge similar to the first: “Take care 
of my sheep.” 



The third time Jesus asked the question of Peter, we are told that Peter was hurt by the repetition.  
Does Jesus doubt his answer? Is Jesus questioning his loyalty? Or, as scholars suggests, is 
Peter’s distress the result of seeing a connection between these three exchanges and his three 
denials of Jesus (John 18:15-18, 25-27)? 

At this point, Peter expands on his previous responses by confessing not just that Jesus knows his 
inner thoughts (John 2:25), but that he knows “all things.” Jesus’ knowledge is the kind of 
knowledge that God alone has. 

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep” (John 21:17c). For the third time, Jesus repeats the command that 
flows out of Peter’s confession of supreme love. The challenge is always the same. Peter is to put 
his love into action as he leads God’s people. And, of course, Jesus is his example as the good 
shepherd.  

It is important to note that it was three times Peter denied his Lord, and it was three times that 
Jesus gave him the chance to affirm his love. As we are informed, Jesus, in His gracious 
forgiveness, gave Peter the chance to wipe out the memory of the threefold denial by a threefold 
declaration of love. 

But as scholars make clear, the real focus of Peter’s conversation with Jesus has to do with his 
commission to tend the flock of Christ, not the quality of his love for Christ. We can only prove 
that we love Jesus by loving and serving others. We should note it and underline it! Jesus 
commissions Peter three times to care for his “flock” – “Feed my lambs,” “Take care of my 
sheep,” “Feed my sheep.”  

Solemn Prophecy (John 21:18,19)* 

Scholars state that “Death and Glorification are united so thoroughly in John’s Gospel that John 
regularly refers to Jesus’ death simply as ‘his glorification’” (John 12:23). And the same 
correlation now applies to Peter (21:19). For Peter, discipleship will involve not only a ministry 
tending the flock of Christ, but also martyrdom that glories God. 

“I tell you the truth” reflects the double formula “truly, truly,” and is an expression reserved for 
Jesus’ most important sayings. To this point, Peter’s life was characterized by freedom. He 
dressed himself and was free to come and go as he pleased. 

But in the future, Jesus declares, when Peter is old, he will not tie his own garment, but will 
instead be tied up and led against his will. This is an unmistakable prophetic warning that Peter 
will be arrested and bound, his hands stretched out as a prisoner who will be taken to where his 
captives desire, as Jesus was (John 18:12,13). 

Here, we are reminded that Jesus has told his followers that if the world has hated him, the world 
will also hate them (John 15:18-21;16:1-4). That warning is now personalized to Peter. Peter’s 
life will reflect his Lord’s. But though Jesus’ words are solemn, they are not hopeless. 

Jesus’ words may predict Peter’s arrest and execution alright, nevertheless, they are no simple 
tragedy. Peter’s death will glorify God. Scholars inform us that Jesus has previously spoken of 
his own death in just this way (John 12:23-28). This means that those who follow him must be 



prepared to do so even at the cost of their lives. It is in giving one’s life that one truly receives 
life from God (John 12:25,26). Thus, Peter’s upcoming imprisonment and death are not 
sentences of doom but a call to embrace the greatest purpose for which one can live: to glorify 
God. 

Jesus ends the prophetic warning with the command “follow me.” As we recall, Peter was among 
the first to follow Jesus because of the testimony of John the Baptist and Peter’s brother Andrew 
(John 1:35-42).  At this juncture, Jesus calls him to follow with a new perspective, understanding 
all the implications. 

According to scholars, a very ancient tradition tells us that Peter did indeed die a martyr’s death 
as a prisoner in Rome.  And part of that tradition is that at Peter’s request he was to be crucified 
upside down, so his death would not too closely resemble that of the Lord’s. 

Refocused Challenge (John 21:20-22) 

Assuming that perhaps Peter is a bit overwhelmed with the harsh words that Jesus has spoken to 
him, Peter attempts to change the subject. Following behind Peter and Jesus at this moment is the 
“disciple whom Jesus loved,” traditionally understood as John, the author of this Gospel. The 
verse also mentions this fact that when the disciples were gathered in the upper room prior to 
Jesus’ death, Peter had asked John to find out from Jesus the identity of Jesus’ betrayer (John 
13:23-26). 

Now, if Peter will be arrested and killed, what about John? Will his friend John also be ousted 
and killed? If both are followers of Jesus, hated by the world that hated him, will they both suffer 
the same fate? 

The text does not say what motivated Peter’s question. But it surely expresses faith in Jesus as 
the one who can supply the answer. 

However, Jesus’ reply to Peter refocuses Peter’s thoughts on what Jesus has just charged him to 
do.  What might happen in the future to others is not Peter’s concern. It will not change Peter’s 
situation, and it will in no way change the fulfillment of the Lord’s promise to abide with his 
followers through the ongoing presence of the Holy Spirit (John 16:33). So a Christian’s focus is 
not to be on the future of fellow believers, but their own faithfulness. Thus, Jesus tells Peter a 
second time to “follow me.” In other words, Peter is to just keep on serving as a shepherd who 
cares for his sheep. 

True Testimony (John 21:23-25) 

At this point, we are told that the narrative of the story ends, and reflection from John the author 
begins. The “disciple” of whom Peter inquired is the one who tells the story we have just read.  
Indeed, he is the source of the entire record in this Gospel. It is his testimony of what he has 
witnessed, in both signs and sayings. The testimony includes numerous things, including the vital 
fact that Jesus is the Word become flesh (John 1:14). Amazing as it is, the testimony about it is 
true. 



John goes on to tell us that after Thomas’ confession of Jesus, that Jesus performed “many other 
signs” not recorded in his Gospel (John 20:30). As an eyewitness to Jesus’ ministry, John 
realizes that he must be selective in his material. There is no way he can record everything. But 
what John does provide in his Gospel is sufficient to bring any person to faith in Jesus, and that’s 
the stated purpose of his Gospel (John 20:31). 

Thus, our response to Jesus’ words to Peter needs to be what Peter’s was: to rise up, follow 
Jesus, and feed his sheep. While martyrdom may not be in our future, nevertheless, giving our 
lives sacrificially in the service of Christ must always be the theme of our lives. 

Action Plan 

4. In what ways can class members accept the challenge to feed Jesus’ sheep? Be practical! 
5. How has an experience of a “second chance” from God shaped you? How should it? 
6. How can we walk the line between meeting the needs of others (feeding the sheep) while 

not allowing the callings of others to distract us from ours? 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 
encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries (halbradyministries.com).  
 

 

Great insights from Henry Cloud 
 
LEADERSHIP REALLY MATTERS 
ANNE BOSARGE 
REV. JAY HANSON 
 
The author of numerous incredible books, Henry Cloud has become one of my go-to authors and 
I try to read everything he writes. Recently I had the opportunity to sit down with him and take 
some notes as he shared with a small group of pastors. The following are a few of my notes from 
his sharing: 
  

1. Stay Replenished. 
To stay in ministry you need to make sure your soul stays replenished. 
 
Your Tank Level  -         When pain and disappointment come_ 
Full   -         Can take the hit with little problem 
¾   - Notice the pain but doing okay 
½   - That hurt 
¼   - That hurt A LOT! 
Empty   - I can’t take this. I quit 
 
Find the things that fill up your soul and make sure you are doing them enough to keep 
your tank full. Especially during seasons when you have to do a lot of things that drain 
you. 



 
2. Leadership matters, A LOT! 

An improvement in leadership improves everything. This is why your role of developing 
leaders is so crucial to your congregation. The work you are doing as a pastor to develop 
leaders is very important. In fact, it might be the most important thing you do.    

3. The BIG Question. 
Every one of us is hard wired to constantly ask one huge question. It constantly lies just 
below the surface in every conversation and lurks just out of sight in every situation. “Am 
I safe?” All of us are always asking that question. When you are attempting to lead 
people forward, especially into uncharted waters, you must give them an answer to this 
core question before any real progress can be made. 
 

4. Trust 
Trust fuels investment. People invest in what they trust. If you what people to be fully 
invested you have to help them understand you are completely trustworthy. 

The anatomy of trust: 
A.  Connection – people must believe you understand them.  
B.   Motive – people must know you are for them. 
C.   Competency – people need to know you have the skill to do the job. 
D.  Character – people want to see a consistency in your life. 
E.   Track Record – people look at your past experience to predict probable future 
patterns. 

5. Accountability 
Accountability is not about the past. It is all about the future. It is about fixing what is 
broken so that in the future it will be as it should be. 

Accountability requires: 
A.  Clear, mutually agreed-upon expectations. 
B.  Regular monitoring of the process. 
C.  Defining “done” – what qualifies as completed. 
D.  Rule for the road – how do we relate during the process? Who does what? Who is 
responsible for what? 
E.  What happens next? What is the next step? If it is “done,” what happens, and if it is 
“not done,” what happens? What are the outcomes, consequences, etc.? 

I hope you find these insights as helpful as I have. If they sparked any thoughts or if you would 
like to discuss them more fully, please email at jay@thehapelbrunswick.com. 
 
Rev. Jay Hanson serves as Lead Pastor at The Chapel Ministries in Brunswick.  
 

John Wesley and the Bible 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 



John Wesley claimed to be a man of “One Book,” the Bible. He knew that the Holy Scriptures 
were the foundation of our faith and our guide for living the Christian life.  

Yet, there was no one of his era who knew more about many books than John Wesley. He was 
widely read in the classic and in contemporary literature of his own day. For example, John 
Wesley read everything Ben Franklin wrote about electricity. In search of remedies, he studied 
the medical writings of his day. In his Christian library he encouraged his followers to read. 

John Wesley warns us to read and study the entire Bible. Do not select proof texts and ignore the 
full scope of Holy Scripture. For example, in his sermon, “Free Grace,” in which he attacks the 
doctrine of predestination which was tearing the Methodist Movement to shreds, he says, “You 
tell me that scriptures endorse the doctrine of predestination. That is true, but I can also show 
you many texts which indicate the exact opposite.” Then he refers to, “Whosoever will may 
come…,” “It is not God’s will that any should perish…,” “I would have drawn you to myself, 
but ye would not….” and many others.  

He said we should read the entire Bible and study each text in the context of the whole.   

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – April  
 
4/01 – Edgar Chance: PO Box 524; Wrens, GA 30833  
4/01 – Danny Treadway: 1417 Peabody Dr.; Maryville, TN 37803  
4/3 – Jennifer Sherling: 3201 Tunbridge Lane; Albany, GA 31721 
4/05 – O.C. Dean, Jr.: 265 Three Oaks Dr.; Athens, GA 30607  
4/05 – Kay Stanaland: PO Box 905; Murrells Inlet, SC 29576  
4/07 – Jim Hamlin: 322 S. Houston Springs; Perry, GA 31069 
4/08 – Terry DeLoach: 209 Dixie St.; Brooklet, GA 30415  
4/09 – Sandra Henry: 111 Laurel Overlook; Canton, GA 30114  
4/09 – Glenn McCranie: PO Box 493; Grandy, NC 27939  
4/12 – Tim Bagwell: 192 Barrington Hall Dr.; Macon, GA 31220  
4/15 – Jerry Lott: 9252 Holland Rd.; Cobbtown, GA 30420  
4/15 – Leigh Ann Raynor: 212 Torrington Blvd.; Thomasville, GA 31757 
4/16 – Nick Hazelton: 517 Ferncliff Terrace; Macon, GA 31204  
4/16 – Wesley Kaylor: 855 Chokee Rd.; DeSoto, GA 31743 
4/16 – Barbara Nelson: 1106 Merrill Dr.; Dublin, GA 31021  
4/16 – Tom Nichols: 54 Diamond Causeway; Savannah, GA 31411 
 4/16 – Jimmy Sharp: 2225 Teate Rd.; Vienna, GA 31092  
4/18 – Frances Howell: PO Box 658; Midway, GA 31320  
4/19 – Betty Sue Brantley: 210 Moseley St.; Vidalia, GA 30474  
4/22 – Fred Maddox: 200 Highland Rd.; Statesboro, GA 30458  
4/24 – Willie Lucas: 607 Holloway Ave.; Albany, GA 31701  
4/25 – James McLendon: 151 Sullivan Dr.; Homer, GA 30547  
4/27 – B.J. Funk: PO Box 187; Chula, GA 31733  
4/28 – Bert Alexander: PO Box 964; Pine Mountain, GA 31822  
4/28 – Mike McAfee: 3 Porchester Ct.; Columbus, GA 31907  



4/29 – Sam Watkins: 1937 E. DeRenne Ave., Savannah, GA 31406  
4/30 – Don Kea: 5300 Zebulon Rd., Garden Home 20; Macon, GA 31210 
 

 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. Dr. Frank Terry 
Rev. Dr. Franklin Johnny Terry, 85, passed away Wednesday, March 28, 2018. A Celebration of 
his Life will be held at 11:00 AM Wednesday, April 4, 2018, at Riverside United Methodist 
Church. Burial will be private in Macon Memorial Park Cemetery for family only. Rev. Chip 
Strickland, Rev. Lynn Martin, Dr. Laudis H. “Rick” Lanford, Rev. Steve Waldorf, and Bishop R. 
Lawson Bryan will officiate. The family will greet friends beginning at 10:00 AM in the church 
gathering space. 

Dr. Terry was born in Stapleton, Georgia, the son of the late Eva Cato Terry and the late Clinton 
Sanders Terry, Sr. He served as an ordained pastor in the South Georgia Conference of The 
United Methodist Church for over 40 years, serving churches throughout South Georgia and 
retiring as District Superintendent for the Dublin District. Even after retiring, he served two 
additional churches in an interim capacity. 

Dr. Terry is survived by his wife, Hazel Webb Terry of Gray; his children, John Franklin Terry 
(Kathy), Douglas Carl Terry (Mimi) and Jeffrey Leonard Terry (Laurie); his grandchildren, 
Kaitlin Terry, Chandler Grace Terry, Drew Terry (Tiffanie), Meredith Klinect (Aaron), Ryan 
Boudreau, Jon Terry, Clint Terry, Dalton Terry, Lucas Terry, and Jack Terry; sister, Blanche 
Templeton (Leonard) and sister in-law Betty Terry (C.S., Jr. deceased); and Hazel’s children, 
Alan Whatley, Lisa Crutchfield (Tommy Joe), Anita Whatley, and Jay Whatley (Jo Ann). 

He is pre-deceased by his first wife, Charlotte Cupp Terry, and his siblings C.S. Terry, Jr., 
Charles Terry, and Judson Terry. 

Flowers will be accepted or donations may be made to Riverside United Methodist Church, 735 
Pierce Avenue, Macon 31204 or the donor’s favorite charity. 

Visit www.snowsmemorialmacon.com to express tributes. Snow’s Memorial Chapel, Pio Nono 
Avenue, has charge of arrangements. 

 

Scripture Readings – April 3 
 
April 8 
Second Sunday of Easter 
Acts 4:32-35 
Psalm 133 (UMH 850) 
1 John 1:1-22 



John 20:19-31 
 
April 15 
Third Sunday of Easter 
Acts 3:12-19 
Psalm 4 (UMH 741) 
1 John 3:1-7 
Luke 23:36b-48 
 
April 22 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Acs 4:5-12 
Psalm 23 (UMH 754 or 137) 
1 John 3:16-24 
John 10:11-18 
 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 4/3/2018 edition 
 
Bishop Bryan's calendar 
It’s now easier than ever to find out when and where Bishop Bryan will be preaching in your 
district and around the conference. Visit the updated calendar and events page on the conference 
website and look for the red highlighted dates. 
 
Eagles’ Picnic - April 5 
The Eagles, retired South Georgia clergy and spouses, will gather for their annual picnic 
Thursday, April 5. Contact Rev. Charles “Buddy” Whatley for more information. 
 
20th Annual Hispanic Rally – April 8 
United Methodists from around the Conference are invited to celebrate, worship, and fellowship 
at the 20th annual Hispanic Rally, scheduled for 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, April 8 at Park Avenue 
United Methodist Church in Valdosta. The Hispanic congregation of Lake Park UMC will 
host the rally, which will be a time for worship, Bible study, fellowship, and fun, and there will 
be activities for children, youth, and adults. Bishop Lawson Bryan will preach. 
 
Sexual Ethics Workshop - April 10 
A Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Tuesday, April 10 at Vineville 
UMC in Macon. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is 
REQUIRED EVERY (3) THREE YEARS for any person serving under appointment by the 
bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). Cost is $35, which 
includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to South Georgia 
Conference. To register, click here. Email questions to cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note 
that spouses and lay employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the 
workshop. 
 
Native American Ministries Sunday - April 15 



On Native American Ministries Sunday, United Methodists cultivate and support urban missions 
with Native Americans and fund scholarships for Native American seminarians. Your annual 
conference retains 50 percent of the offering is to strengthen and develop Native American 
ministries. However, if no Native American ministries exist in the conference, the entire offering 
is remitted to the General Council on Finance and Administration for Native American ministries 
in other areas. The remaining 50 percent of the offering expands mission work with the Native 
American Urban Initiative and provides scholarships for Native Americans attending United 
Methodist and other approved schools of theology. Is it easier to learn Native American 
traditions from a Native American or an Irish American? This is why the Native American 
Ministries Sunday offering is critical – to continue the traditions and nurture the gifts of Native 
Americans. Click here for resources to help promote this special Sunday. 

 
United Methodist Men’s Annual Retreat - April 20-21 
South Georgia’s United Methodist Men will gather for their annual retreat April 20-21 at 
Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island, Ga. Dr. Matt Woodbery, South Georgia Conference 
Director of Connectional Ministries, will be the keynote speaker. Click here for housing 
registration. Prior to the start of the UMM annual retreat participants are invited to play in the 
annual UMM Golf Tournament on Friday, April 20. Practice begins at 11 a.m. with tee time at 
noon. The tournament will be held at Sanctuary Cove Golf Club (2050 Sanctuary Wynd, 
Waverly, Ga. 31565). Click here for golf tournament registration. Click here for golf tournament 
rules. 
 
#generations Seminar – April 26-28 
The Southwest District of the South Georgia Conference is partnering with Next Step Ministry to 
offer a seminar focused on reaching all generations for Christ. This two-day seminar, set for 
April 26-28 at Veteran's Memorial State Park, is designed for clergy and laity. For more 
information, visit www.swdistrictumc.org. The early bird rate of $219 ends soon, so register 
today. Contact the Southwest District office with questions: 229-273-3119 
or swdistrict@sgaumc.com.  
 
Connecting Neighbors Training, Tifton - April 28 
The Connecting Neighbors training event features a one-day training hosted by The Office of 
Connectional Ministries designed to equip and empower individuals and local churches to be a 
presence in their community (and beyond) in the event of a natural or man-made catastrophic 
event. The cost is $10 and includes lunch and materials. For questions or additional information, 
contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642. Use this promotional flyer to 
gather a group from your church to attend. This training will be held April 28 at Tifton First 
UMC. Register here. Click here for more information and the day's schedule.  
 
Wesley Glen Ministries’ Fish Fry - April 28 
Wesley Glen’s annual fish fry is the place to be for good food, good music, and great fellowship. 
Join them for a fun-filled day! 
 
Magnolia Manor Sunday – May 13 
Magnolia Manor is a South Georgia Conference ministry that serves older adults of all faiths in 
eight locations throughout South Georgia. On this Special Sunday, South Georgia United 



Methodists are asked to take up a special offering to support this vital ministry. To learn more 
about Magnolia Manor visit www.magnoliamanor.com.  

 

 


