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Irwinville UMC quilters share gifts of love with Methodist Home’s children 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Every Monday, a group of five women from Irwinville United Methodist Church gather in the 
church’s fellowship hall to sew, stitch, and make small talk while joyfully sharing God’s love. 

They’re there to make quilts for the children at the Methodist Home for Children and Youth, 
something they’ve been doing for more than 12 years. They’ve handmade hundreds of quilts 
over the years, lovingly crafting each one. 

The quilts are more than just warm, colorful blankets. They are gifts of love that let the children 
know they are cared for and prayed for. 

“We are blessed by the amazing work and powerful prayerful support of this incredible group of 
ladies,” said Alison Evans, CEO of The Methodist Home. “Their gifts bless our children in so 
many wonderful ways! Nothing can compare to the comfort of a handmade quilt.”  

Ann Barker sewed all of her daughter’s clothes when they were younger and didn’t have the 
desire or time to take up quilting then, but as they grew up and Barker no longer needed to sew, 
she felt called to learn to make quilts for others. 

“The Lord laid it on my heart and I feel like I am doing the Lord’s work,” she said of making 
quilts for The Children’s Home.  

She’s self-taught, having learned by reading books, watching videos, and watching others. 

She’s been quilting for 25 years now, and started the Irwinville UMC quilting group about a 
dozen years ago. The group of four or five faithful quilters made 29 quilts last year. Some years 
they’ve created more than 40 to give to children at The Methodist Home. 

“It’s a joy to do something I love to do and bring joy to the children. I think about the children 
while I quilt,” she said. “It’s a joy to do something you love to do for these children.” 

Quilting is a time-consuming process and just one quilt can sometimes take up to one year to 
make depending on the complexity of the pattern. A pattern has to be chosen; fabric has to be 
gathered, cut, and sewn; and then blocks are made and quilted together. 

“It takes a good while; it’s not an overnight thing. It’s a timely process.” Barker said of making 
quilts. It’s a relaxing, contemplative process, she says, and “if anything is bothering you, you sit 
down and think about the kids.” 

Longtime quilter Virginia Hogan considers it her mission to make quilts for The Home’s 
children.  

She was moved to help the children after visiting The Children’s Home, meeting several 
children, and then hearing several sermons about finding a personal ministry and mission. 



“My mission is making quilts for the children’s home and serving God that way,” said Hogan, 
who makes eight to 10 quilts for The Children’s Home each year. “Seeing all those kids touched 
my heart, and it gives you a really, really good feeling to know that you’re contributing.” 

 

Annual Conference Special Offering to benefit South Georgia, U.S., global health 
initiatives 

United Methodists are committed to health, wholeness, and offering hope.  

Local congregations offer feeding ministries to help children receive nourishing food when they 
aren’t at school, mission teams travel overseas to help dig and install water wells in faraway 
countries, and United Methodists from around the conference faithfully give to assist clergy 
when they are faced with special needs. 

During this year’s Annual Conference session, South Georgia United Methodists have the 
opportunity to give gifts of hope to enrich the health and lives of people in South Georgia, the 
United States, and around the world.  

Givers may choose to designate their gifts to one or more projects, or they may leave them 
undesignated and the Conference will divide the funds between the Abundant Health Advance 
#3021770 and the Special Relief Fund for South Georgia Clergy.  

Abundant Health projects: 

• Water filters 
o A gift of $2,000 will provide 50 water filters, allowing women and children to 

access clean, safe drinking water. 
• Smokeless stoves 

o A gift of $1,040 will provide eight smokeless stoves to households with children 
having recurrent health concerns. 

• Fortified peanut meal nutrition 
o A gift of $600 will provide 10 children with a six-month course of fortified peanut 

meal nutrition. 
• Health care packages 

o A gift of $500 will provide health packages for 40 pregnant women which 
includes prenatal care and immunizations for children. 

• At-risk youth intervention in U.S. 
o A gift of $250 will help combat the opioid crisis in the United States by 

sponsoring one at-risk youth for one year to complete resistance and intervention 
programs. 

• Special relief for South Georgia clergy 
o A gift of $100 will provide financial assistance for South Georgia clergy who face 

excess medical bills through the Fund of Special Relief. 



“This special offering focus is a great way for our local churches, collectively, to have a 
significant impact and transform lives here in South Georgia, the US, and around the world,” 
said Allison Lindsey, associate director of Connectional Ministries. “Our denomination’s 
Abundant Health initiative is committed to holistic well-being and supporting health and 
wellness so we can all live abundant lives. There are many ways that churches can have on-going 
participation in this initiative, and we will be highlighting some of these opportunities at Annual 
Conference, one of which will involve hula hoops! I hope everyone is ready to have some fun 
this year and get a little active!”  

The 2018 Annual Conference Special Offering is in partnership with Global Ministries’ Global 
Health focus of extending health interventions to one million children by 2020. Learn more 
about the Abundant Health Initiative and ways a local church can partner with Global Ministries 
in mission and ministry from “Everywhere to Everywhere” by visiting 
www.umcabundanthealth.org.  

Every congregation is encouraged to collect an offering prior to Annual Conference. It will then 
be presented during the Opening Worship service. 
 
For more detailed information and to download a bulletin insert to use to promote the special 
offering, visit www.sgaumc.org/specialoffering. 
 

Bishops seek declaratory decision from Judicial Council on Special Session 
 
WASHINGTON – The Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church is asking the 
Judicial Council for a declaratory decision on what petitions can be submitted to the 
denomination’s Special Session of General Conference called for February 2019. 
 
In an electronic vote that affirmed the request made at their February 2018 meeting in Dallas, the 
bishops voted to seek a ruling from the highest court in the denomination on the meaning, 
application and effect of Paragraph 14 in relation to Paragraph 507 of the 2016 Book of 
Discipline.  
 
Paragraph 14 deals with how a special session of General Conference is called and conducted 
while Paragraph 507 deals with how and when petitions to General Conference are to be 
submitted. 
 
“The intent is to resolve the question of whether additional petitions, beyond the report of the 
Commission on a Way Forward and the Council of Bishops, can be submitted to the Special 
2019 General Conference prior to the convening of the Special General Conference,” said 
Bishop Bruce R. Ough, president of the Council of Bishops. 
 
To help facilitate a timely decision from the Judicial Council, the bishops also voted to ask the 



Judicial Council to convene a special meeting to address the request for a declaratory decision 
and any others that might arise from the upcoming April/May Council of Bishops meeting.  
 
The Book of Discipline states that petitions to General Conference should be received by the 
petitions secretary or secretary of the General Conference no later than 230 days before the 
opening of General Conference. 
 
The Special Session of the General Conference of The United Methodist Church has been set for 
February 23-26 in St. Louis, Missouri, in USA. 
 

Connectional Table planning for post-General Conference church 
 
By Heather Hahn   
 
(UMNS) No matter what happens at the special General Conference next year, United 
Methodists will wake the next day and still have work to do. 
 
That was a frequent refrain at the April 4-7 meeting of the Connectional Table, a leadership 
body of 64 lay and clergy members who act as a sort of denomination-wide church council 
coordinating ministry. 
 
The Connectional Table devoted most of its discussions to how it can help the church fulfill its 
calling during this time of uncertainty and beyond the 2019 policymaking assembly, which will 
deal with the denomination’s decades-long divisions over homosexuality.  
 
“We might not know what it will look like, but we can be sure that there will still be a United 
Methodist Church,” preached the Rev. Kennetha J. Bigham-Tsai in her opening sermon. “And 
there will still be God calling our church to be in mission in the world.” 
 
Bigham-Tsai is a former Connectional Table member who is now the body’s new chief 
connectional ministries officer. 
 
At the end of its meeting, the Connectional Table also worked on and subsequently released the 
same message to the wider church. 
 
“The world is in need of the saving love of Jesus Christ, and The United Methodist Church has 
always been an effective witness of Christ’s love,” the letter said. “It is vitally important that we 
continue to be so now. Therefore, today and every day, the mission is yet alive.” 
 



The Book of Discipline, the denomination’s governing document, describes the Connectional 
Table’s purpose as “the discernment and articulation of the vision for the church and the 
stewardship of the mission, ministries and resources of The United Methodist Church.” 
 
Signs printed with that purpose surrounded the Connectional Table members as they worked. 
 
The meeting was more about discussion and discernment than any action. 
 
In small groups, members conversed about ways of strengthening the worldwide connection of 
the multinational 12.5 million-member denomination. 
 
They also talked about ways to boost the denomination’s four areas of ministry focus. 
 
Those areas are: 
• Engaging in ministry with the poor 
• Improving global health 
• Developing principled Christian leaders 
• Creating new and renewed congregations 
 
Members also heard various presentations that looked to the church’s future as well as its past. 
 
The Rev. Alfred T. Day III, the top executive of the United Methodist Commission on Archives 
and History, offered an overview of how Evangelical United Brethren and Methodist 
churches joined to form The United Methodist Church 50 years ago. He noted that 1968 was 
a time of division, just as today is. 
 
He held out hope The United Methodist Church might still be a countercultural witness of unity 
amid difficult times just as it was a half-century ago. 
 
“Times of uncertainty, upheaval and chaos are not only times to reach for order, not only times 
to reach backwards, but they are also times for new order and organization,” Day said. “They are 
also times for being open to one of the Holy Spirit’s greatest gifts observable in history — 
creativity.” 
 
The Connectional Table also heard from Hendrik R. Pieterse, associate professor of global 
Christianity and world religions at United Methodist Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary 
in nearby Evanston, Illinois. 
Pieterse reminded the leaders that struggle within the church is nothing new. 
 



“Strictly speaking one ought to say that the church is always in a state of crisis and that its 
greatest shortcoming is that it is only occasionally aware of it,” he said, quoting the Dutch 
theologian Hendrik Kraemer. 
 
One challenge facing The United Methodist Church that both Pieterse and Connectional Table 
members pointed to is the need to live into its connectional covenant outlined in the Book of 
Discipline’s section on mission. 
 
“Integrally holding connectional unity and local freedom,” that section says, “we seek to 
proclaim and embody the gospel in ways responsible to our specific cultural and social context 
while maintaining ‘a vital web of interactive relationships.’” 
To address the church’s current challenges of living into its global nature, Pieterse encouraged 
his fellow United Methodists to view God — not any single part of the church — as the center of 
mission. 
 
“God is working in mission whether or not we are there,” he said. 
 
“To be sent, theologically speaking, is to be beckoned from the future where God is already at 
work.” 
 
After each presentation, Connectional Table members took time to converse and reflect on the 
material. The meeting also included daily worship and Holy Communion. 
 
Nordic-Baltic Area Bishop Christian Alsted, chair of the Connectional Table, said near the 
meeting’s conclusion that the leadership body’s work can benefit from taking time for such 
conversations. 
 
“As United Methodists, we are often very preoccupied with the end product, but there is 
something of value to be said about the conferencing process, particularly when it comes to 
discerning and articulating vision,” Alsted said. “It takes time. It takes much prayer. It takes 
much conversation. It takes much careful listening.” 
 
Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist News Service. Contact her at (615) 
742-5470 or newsdesk@umcom.org. To read more United Methodist news, subscribe to the free 
Daily or Weekly Digests. 
 

Campers build a strong faith foundation 



Camp Connect, the camping ministry of the South Georgia Conference, gives children and youth 
the opportunity to spend a week away from normal everyday life in the beauty of God’s creation 
with people who seek to share Christ in the everyday.  

With a “Blueprints” theme this summer, a week at Camp Connect will teach campers what God’s 
design for their life looks like. Diving into scripture and sharing life stories will show them they 
are created in God’s image and created for a purpose. 

“My prayer, as each camper registration comes through, is that everyone will have the 
opportunity to encounter Christ in a powerful, life-changing way during their week at camp,” 
said Suzanne Akins, Camp Director. “There is something so rare and unique about shutting down 
technology, looking eye to eye with people, sharing meals, laughing, playing, and worshipping 
together day after day, night after night.” 

Five camps are scheduled for the summer: one week for high school students, two weeks for 
middle school students, and two weeks for elementary students. Held at Epworth By The Sea on 
St. Simons Island, the week-long camps run from June 11 through July 20. Rising fourth grade 
students through seniors in high school will grow in their faith through Camp Connect camps. 

Each morning at camp begins with a Morning Show, an interactive high-energy gathering with 
music, skits, and announcements for the day. From there, each team's day is filled with 
swimming, marsh walks, trips to the beach, fishing, Bible studies, art, and indoor/outdoor games. 
Each evening is a camp-wide activity bringing out the best of competitions. Camp closes each 
night with a worship service of meaningful skits, powerful music, testimonies and relevant 
speakers.  

College students who are committed to serving Christ through working with children and youth 
during the summer are the full-time camp counselors. Each staff member has been interviewed 
by the Camp Ministry Team, passed a background check, attended 10 days of training, and is 
supervised by Camp Director Suzanne Akins.  

For more information, visit www.campconnectumc.org or call (912) 638-8626. 

 

Applications being accepted for S3 clergy groups 

Deadline is July 1 

S3 is a program for sustaining excellence in ministry sponsored by the South Georgia Order of 
Elders and the Board of Ordained Ministry. S3 is a collaborative, small group, action learning 
experience that will help sustain/promote excellence in ordained ministry. You and your peer 
group develop and implement a two-year long small group learning experience focused on three 



areas: Sabbath, Study, and Service. S3 groups are self-selected and self-directed: you choose the 
members of your group and you develop the S3 learning project for your group (with direction 
from the S3 project committee). Click here for more information and an application. 

 

Peace with Justice grants available 

The South Georgia Conference Peace with Justice grant fund provides seed money for United 
Methodist local church, district, conference, and agency ministries that have a desire to work and 
support mercy and justice efforts. We are now offering Peace with Justice grant opportunities for 
these groups interested in seeking peaceful solutions through Christian discipleship and living 
out the love and grace of God. 

To request an application, contact Earnestine Campbell at earnestine@sgaumc.com or 
visit www.sgaumc.org/advocacy for more information. 

 

The fellowship of believers 

In the Heart of the Connection 
Rev. Dr. Matt Woodbery, Director of Connectional Ministries 

“We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with 
our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life – this 
life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was 
with the Father and was revealed to us – we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that 
you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his 
Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

“This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him 
there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all 
sin.” 1 John 1:1-7 (NRSV) 

On Sunday, April 8, it was my privilege to join our Spanish speaking congregations for the 
annual Hispanic Ministries rally, this year held at Park Avenue UMC in Valdosta. More than 400 
church members from across the Annual Conference representing all our vital Hispanic 
congregations gathered for praise, prayer, and fellowship. 

It is this last word that I witnessed and to which I may testify. There was love-filled, genuine 
fellowship happening in that room, in that community. 



The lectionary for Sunday included a reading from 1 John and was used in remarks for that 
event. In that epistle lesson, John reminds his readers that the fellowship experienced among 
those called of God is different from the fellowship of a social club, athletic event, or even 
family reunions. The fellowship experienced by those peculiar people called Christians reflected 
a sum greater than its parts.  

The author of 1 John (believed by many experts to be the same author or a disciple of the same 
John for whom the Gospel is entitled) writes to the First Century audience and this 21st Century 
audience that there is a distinction to be made with the gathering of those who “walk in the light 
as he himself is in the light…” What is that difference? It is not too far a reach to think that John 
was remembering another event – also traditionally read on the Second Sunday of Easter – that 
John witnessed. John might have been remembering that evening of the first day of the week 
after Jesus’ crucifixion, when Jesus appeared among the disciples who were locked in a room 
somewhere, afraid of what was going to happen next, afraid of the authorities to come and arrest 
them due to their association with this recently executed rabble rouser, Jesus.  

To the defeated, downcast, and scared, the risen Christ said to them, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you. When he had said this, he breathed on them.” (John 20:21-22) 
And they went from that locked room into their communities and world. Those men and women 
in that room became the church! The very church we experience today in thousands of places, 
hundreds of languages, among millions of people! All the way to Valdosta, Ga. in 2018! 

Like John, I too witnessed this Christ-breathed fellowship of brothers and sisters, disciples of 
Christ! It was present in their love for each other, in their welcoming the stranger (like me!), in 
their generous hospitality. All evidence of the presence of the risen Christ. 

I give thanks for my Spanish speaking brothers and sisters, for their able pastors and their 
families, and for the dedicated lay members who are obedient to God’s call in their lives to be 
alive, together, in Christ! 

From the Heart of the Connection, 

Matt 

 

The Lord God Almighty 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of April 22, 2018 
By Dr. Hal Brady 
 
Spring Quarter: Acknowledging God 
Unit 2: All Glory and Honor 
 
Lesson Scripture: Revelation 4:1-6, 8-11 
 



Lesson Aims 

1. Describe the content of John’s vision in Revelation 4. 
2. Explain the worship reality behind the text’s symbols.  

 
There are numerous theories as to how Revelation should be interpreted. Scholars point out that 
some believe it is prophetic of future events, primarily those of the end times. Others believe it 
presents a panorama of church history. Some believe Revelation is symbolically speaking of 
people and events from the first century, mainly those linked to the Roman Empire. Still others 
think that Revelation is entirely symbolic, a story that portrays the timeless struggle of good 
versus evil.  
 
But whatever our understanding of Revelation, there are several important details that we should 
keep in mind concerning our study of it. There is the historical setting of the book. The apostle 
John was exiled on the barren island of Patmos in the Aegean Sea because of his unwavering 
loyalty to Jesus (Revelation 1:9). Patmos was situated about 50 miles southwest of Ephesus, off 
the coast of modern Turkey. And Ephesus was likely the city from which John was exiled.  
 
According to scholars, the most probable time of writing is AD 90-96. It is astounding that this 
elderly man was seen as such a threat to the Roman Empire that he was banished in his 80s or 
90s! John must have been some kind of a preacher.  
 
Another key insight is to remember that the book of Revelation is narrative, a story told by a 
narrator. Now, this doesn’t mean it is a fiction story. Much factual history is written in narrative 
style. John tells what he experiences: marvelous divine visions given to him in exile by Christ. 
Therefore, we are told that the best way to read Revelation is as a story with various scenes in 
which the content is connected. The primary overall message of the book is that despite how 
intense the opposition to God’s people may be, in the end they triumph and evil is vanquished for 
eternity.  
 
Today’s lesson pictures Heaven in terms of a royal throne room. The one seated on the throne is 
the King of Heaven and earth. To be sure, John’s vision of this scene is overwhelming for him – 
almost indescribable. Yet he does his best to explain what he sees, and we are blessed when we 
consider his words.  
 
Vision of Heaven (Revelation 4:1, 2)  
John begins by saying that he saw a door standing open in heaven and heard a trumpet-like voice 
saying, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this” (4:1). On hearing 
the trumpet-like voice (the risen Christ), John at once sensed that he “was in the spirit,” an 
awareness that continued his experience referred to in Revelation 1:10, “I was in the spirit on the 
Lord’s day.” The voice then beckons John to join the speaker in Heaven. So passing through the 
door, John gazes on the majestic spectacle of a throne and of the Lord God Almighty seated on 
the throne (4:2).  
 
It is true that most people today don’t think of thrones as possessing much significance. They are 
mostly in museums, appearing as rather ornate and impractical chairs, much inferior to our 
modern-day recliners. But in Bible times, we are informed that thrones were more than 



expensive chairs for kings. Palaces had elaborate throne rooms that served as audience halls. The 
king would enter with pomp and ceremony (Acts 25:23). Essentially, the throne was the king’s 
seat of authority, recognized as such by all. The throne was synonymous with royal power, with 
significant judgments issued from it that were absolute. This is the situation here.  
 
Repeating, the throne John sees is occupied, indicating that the royal court of Heaven is in 
session, and the King has taken his seat. Something profound is about to happen, and we can 
only imagine John’s anticipation and excitement at his opportunity to witness it.  
 
Arrangement of Heaven (Revelation 4:3-6a)  
 
In what follows, John attempts to describe the transcendent glory and grandeur of God from the 
heavenly throne room. But as we know, the finite languages of earth are incapable of defining 
the realities John sees in heaven. Therefore, John has to use earthly analogies that can never 
adequately measure up to the majestic heavenly realities that are before him.  
 
So John is caught up into the heavenly throne room, where he sees One seated on the throne. 
Although no description is given of the figure on the throne, the setting is described in detail.  
 
John begins by saying that the One seated on the throne “looks like jasper and carnelian” (4:3). 
These are two kinds of precious stones. Jasper is a red stone that can be polished highly and is 
prized for its beauty. A ruby is also red in appearance. The imagery of John uses to capture the 
radiance of God is that of precious stones in all their brilliance.  
 
Next, John notices “a rainbow, resembling an emerald encircling the throne” (4:3) For the Jews, 
the rainbow was the sign of the covenant of God’s mercy. According to the book of Genesis, 
after the flood God declared to Noah that though humankind might again fall into grievous sin, 
“never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” As a pledge of mercy God declared “I 
have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the 
earth” (Genesis (9:11,13). So when John saw that rainbow arching over and around the throne of 
God, he is suggesting that God is merciful in all that he does.  
 
Then John sees that surrounding the throne there are 24 other thrones, and seated on them are 24 
elders. They are dressed in white and have crowns of gold on their heads” (John 4:4). At this 
point, we are approaching one of the difficult passages for which the Revelation is widely 
known. Who are these “24 elders?” According to many scholars, there is much conjecture here. 
But these elders may represent the 12 patriarchs of the Old Testament and the 12 apostles of the 
New Testament, symbolizing the two covenants of the people of God. The 24 elders are not 
named nor is their function explained. However, they do have an unforgettable role a few verses 
later. Their thrones and white garments suggest that they are kingly priests, which their crowns 
represent the idea of reigning.  
 
At this time, John’s vision is enlarged by “flashes of lightening and sounds of thunder that 
emanates from the throne (4:5). This brings to mind similar visible and audible manifestations of 
God’s presence on Sinai prior to giving the law to Moses (see Exodus 19:16-19). Scholars tell us 



that in Hebrew poetry thunderstorms suggest God’s presence and majesty (1 Samuel 2:10). 
These details add to the splendor of the throne and the One seated upon it.  
 
We read in verse 5, “Before the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of 
God.” A more orderly type of lighting is set in the area in front of the throne. According to 
scholars, “Seven” is another important number in Revelation. It signifies completeness or 
perfection. For example, the seven churches of Revelation indicate congregations known to John, 
but also symbolize the entirety of the church on earth.  
 
Here, John helps us with the symbolism. The reference to “seven spirits” does not require us to 
understand divisions or multiplicity in the Holy Spirit, but gives the sense of perfection and 
wholeness (as in Revelation 1:4). In essence, we see evidence and activity of the Holy Spirit on 
earth among the people of the church, but in Heaven is the fullness of the Holy Spirit found.  
 
Now John’s eyes move beyond the seven lamps to what looks like a large body of water. 
Between John and the throne is flat pavement-like surface, “like a sea of glass, like crystal” 
(4:6). The God of Israel had once seemed to stand on “something like a pavement of sapphire 
stone” (Exodus 24:10). Scholars state that John is probably alluding to this passage in Exodus 
and wishes to stress the magnificence of the throne and the distance between him and the throne. 
John could have been looking at the Aegean Sea on a calm day from his view on Patmos. The 
picture, however, is one of great distance and serenity.  
 
Action in Heaven (Revelation 4:6b, 8-11)  
 
Scholars inform us that John’s description of the four living creatures on each side of the throne 
has a literary background that derives from the first chapter of the book of Ezekiel. “Creatures” 
is a generic description that implies that while they may have human or angelic characteristics, 
they are not quite humans or angels. At any rate, these four living creatures represent the 
Cherubim (unearthly beings who directly attend to God). According to John, they also have some 
of the features of the Seraphim (a type of celestial being) from Isaiah’s vision of God in the 
temple (Isaiah 6:2). We are informed that these four living creatures appear to be God’s strong 
agents, representing power over all of the created world.  
 
John further describes the four living creatures as “full of eyes in front and behind” (4:6), and 
each has six wings, “full of eyes all around and inside” (4:8). The repeated phrase “full of eyes” 
suggests unsleeping watchfulness, as the creatures perceive everything in every direction. 
Nothing on earth is hidden from them, with the implication, “How much less from God 
himself?”  
 
That the four living creatures never rest from worship (4:8) suggests both divine empowerment 
for worship and the worthiness of God. More about this later!  
 
Like the six-winged Seraphim of Isaiah’s vision (Isaiah 6:2), the creatures here declare God’s 
holiness. But it is not enough to say God is holy; he is “holy, holy, holy” (6:3) – absolutely pure. 
We simply cannot emphasize God’s holiness too much; there is always more to this than we can 
ever imagine.  



 
God is Almighty! The people to whom Revelation is written are under the threat of the Roman 
Empire. They are under the threat of a power from which no person or nation has ever 
successfully withstood. Think of what it must have meant to them to be sure that behind them 
stood no less, and no other, than the Almighty. The very giving of that name to God affirms the 
ultimate triumph and present safety of the Christian. Now, this is not a safety release from 
trouble, but a safety of a Christian in life and death.  
 
God is also praised for his everlastingness, “who was, and is, and is to come” (4:8). Empires may 
rise and empires may fall, but God lasts forever. He endures, unchanging, and outlasts all the 
opposition and rebellion of humankind.  
 
Scholars declare that the function of the four living creatures, who are mentioned 14 times in the 
book, is to act as “choirmasters,” leading all the pubic worship in heaven constantly praising 
God, who is enthroned in majesty. And “whenever the four living creatures give glory and honor 
and thanks” to the eternal one (4:9), the 24 elders prostrate themselves before the throne. This is 
the first of several times those elders will do so (Revelation 5:8, 14; 7:11; 11:16, 19:4).  
 
The elders engage in an additional act of reverence as they lay their crowns at the foot of the 
throne. This has to be one of the most unforgettable scenes in the Bible and should challenge us 
to lay ourselves in service before the Lord. It also points out a central teaching in Revelation that 
worship is for God alone and none other (Rev. 22:8,9).  
 
Now the continuous worship of the four living creatures (4:8) does not imply that this worship is 
their sole activity, but rather that it is their constant disposition—their every action is an 
expression of adoration.  
 
We are then told that the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures join together to give 
voice to two songs, probably examples of early congregational praise. One of the hymns, 
beginning “Holy, holy, holy” (4:8) celebrates the otherness of God, that is, the distinction 
between the Infinite and all other finite beings. God alone is the holiest, most powerful 
everlasting one.  
 
The second hymn praises God as Creator of all things, “You are worthy our Lord and God, to 
receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created 
and have their being” (4:11). We rightly praise God is Redeemer, but we should never forget that 
before he was a Redeemer, he was Creator. As we are reminded, when we begin to grasp the 
omniscience, the holiness, the eternality, and the omnipotence of God, worship is the only 
reasonable response.  
 
Summary  
 
Throughout the Bible, we see the consistent teaching of the immeasurable distance between God 
and human beings. God is all-knowing (omniscient) for nothing is hidden from him (Jeremiah 
23:24). God is eternal, living and reigning forever (Psalm 146:10). God is holy, unstained by any 



unrighteousness or blemish of sin (Habakkuk 1:13). God is Almighty (Omnipotent), the all-
powerful one, far above any human authority or spiritual power (1 Timothy 6:15,16).  
 
We can all learn much from Revelation about worship and the nature of God. And the more we 
know about God, the more meaningful our worship and lives will become.  
 
Action Plan  

1. Ask class members to specify ways that they can enhance their own approaches to 
worship!  

2. What stands out in your understanding of God in Revelation Chapter 4? Why is that 
important to you? 

 
Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 
encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries (halbradyministries.com).  
 

Blessing, Glory, Honor Forever 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of April 29, 2018 
By Dr. Hal Brady 
 
Spring Quarter: Acknowledging God 
Unit 2: All Glory and Honor 
 
Lesson Scripture: Revelation 5:6-14 
 
Lesson Aims 

1. Describe the makeup of the expanding numbers of worshippers in Heaven. 
2. Explain why the Lamb is worthy of worship.  

 
Writing in his book, “Breaking The Code,” the late Dr. Bruce Metzger, American biblical scholar, 
speaks of Revelation 4 and 5. At the conclusion of these two chapters, Dr. Metzger states that “the 
author’s primary purpose is not so much to describe the liturgy of heaven as to give hope and a 
sense of victory to his people on earth in the struggle that lies ahead.” That is something of my 
understanding of these two chapters, and having said that, I am ready to move ahead with today’s 
lesson. 

 
Within the throne room, John’s eyes are now riveted on the sealed scroll in the right hand of the 
One seated on the throne. There are two distinctive characteristics of the scroll. First, it is written on 
both the front and back, giving the impression of the scroll overflowing with important information.  
Second, the scroll is sealed with seven seals (5:1). The scroll is the book of what we may call 
“God’s will” – God’s final settlement of the affairs of the universe, the eternal decrees of God, the 



book of history written in advance. Understandably, the contents of the scroll are secret, the 
knowledge of God alone, hidden from prying eyes, and sealed by God himself to keep it safe 
(Matthew 27:66). More than likely, the seals stand for profound secrecy. 

 
So these seven seals indicate that the scroll’s content is completely hidden so that no one in heaven 
or on earth or under the earth is able to open the scroll or to look into it (5:3). In other words, these 
seals can only be broken by one who has proper authority. Consequently, a search throughout 
heaven for such a person proves null and void. 

 
John begins to weep bitterly because no one can be found who is worthy to open the scroll or able 
to carry out God’s plan for human history. William Barclay says that there are two reasons for 
John’s tears. Initially, the voice in 4:1 had told John that he would be informed concerning what is 
to come. It now looks that the promise wouldn’t be kept. Then, according to Barclay, the deeper 
reason for John’s sorrow is that there appears to be no one in the whole universe to whom God can 
tell His secrets and mysteries. And this is a terrible thing. In a world lost in iniquity, there is no one 
able to receive the message of God. John desperately wants, even needs, to know what the words of 
the scroll reveal. 

 
But then it is that one of the elders states, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the 
Root of David, has triumphed. Consequently, he can open the scroll and its seven seals” (5:5). 

 
At this point what follows is mind-boggling. John looks to see the Lion, the king of the beasts, and 
unexpectedly sees a Lamb with the marks of slaughter upon it (5:6). As Metzger describes it, “John 
looked to see power and force, by which the enemies of his faith would be destroyed, and he sees 
sacrificial love and gentleness as the way to win the victory. The might of Christ is the power of 
love.” 

 
The lamb, John sees, bears the marks of having been slain, and the sacrifice of Christ still stands in 
the heavenly place. As Douglas Redford, the writer of this lesson put it, “This does not mean that 
the Lamb exhibits a death pallor, but that it has evidence of a horrendous wound. This is John’s way 
of saying that the Lamb had been dead but is now alive again – a reference to the resurrected 
Christ.”   

 
In verse 6, we see that the slain Lamb “has seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits 
of God sent out into all the earth.” The Lamb’s seven horses point out fullness of power, while the 
seven eyes suggests fullness of insight, thus, fulfilling the hopes of the descendent of David of 
Isaiah 11. 

 
Like the multi-eyed creatures near the throne who serve as God’s witnesses of everything on the 
earth (4:6), the seven-eyed Lamb also has knowledge of everything. As the writer of the lesson 



(from henceforth designated as the writer), this is because of the Lamb’s close ties to the “seven 
spirits of God,” which is the book’s way of presenting the Holy Spirit (1:4; 4:5). The fact that the 
Spirit is sent out into all the earth calls to mind Jesus’ promise to send the Holy Spirit (John 15:26). 

 
In absolute astonishment, John and all the company of heaven now watch as the Lamb takes the 
scroll from the right hand of God! This is not out of place, however, as the Lamb alone in all the 
universe is able to understand the hidden decrees of God and put them into effect. In essence, the 
scroll and its decrees are prepared for the Lamb. He is the only one who can beak the seals and open 
the scroll. 
 
Note that when the Lamb took the scroll from God’s hand the four living creatures and the 24 elders 
surrounding the throne fell down before the Lamb. To be sure, this action is not to recognize a 
transfer of power that somehow diminishes the authority of the One on the throne. Far from it!  
Simply put, it is a recognition of the Lamb’s authority and his unity with the One on the throne. 

 
Verse 8b says, “Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are 
the prayers of the saints.” The four creatures and the 24 elders have harps. Among the Jews, the 
harp was the traditional instrument to which the psalms were sung. The psalmist says, “Sing to the 
Lord with thanksgiving; make music to our God on the harp” (psalm 147:7). As the Jews 
understood it, the harp stood for the music of praise. 

 
Next, we see that the four creatures and 24 elders have golden bowls, full of incense, which are the 
prayers of God’s people. The likening of prayers to incense also comes from the psalms. Read 
Psalm 141:2! As smoke from incense rises and creates a pleasing aroma, so incense represents 
prayers rising to God.   

 
According to Dr. Metzger, this is John’s first hint of the participation of the church’s worship on 
earth with that of the church in heaven. And this same idea appears also near the close of the 
Apostles’ Creed, when Christians confess that they believe “in the communion of saints.”  John is 
speaking here of more than simply enjoying the fellowship of other Christians in worship, but of the 
unity of worship of the church on earth with that of the church triumphant in heaven.  The prayers 
of believers on earth are mingled with the worship of angels and all the hosts of heaven, in 
adoration of God and the Lamb. 

 
In verse 9 we are told that they sang a new song. One of the characteristics of the Revelation is that 
it is the book of new things. For example, we read in Revelation 21 that there is a new Jerusalem 
(2), a new heaven, and a new earth (1), and that God is making everything new (5). William 
Barclay states that the new song is always a song for new mercies of God and the song will be 
noblest of all when it is a song for the mercies of God in Jesus Christ.   

 



In words that recall the praise offered to God for having created all things (4:11), so now a new 
song is sung in praise of the Lamb (v.9). “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, 
because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased [humankind] for God, from every tribe 
and language and people in nations.” The song John hears acknowledges the worthiness of the 
Lamb to receive this praise and worship. The writer says that the fact that the Lamb is eligible to be 
worshipped goes hand in hand with the fact that he is eligible to take the scroll and to open its seals. 
Because he was slain, people are purchased for God, sin’s price having been paid by the Lamb’s 
shed blood (Romans 3:25). Yet he is a living Lamb, the one who has conquered death. There is no 
one more worthy to open the scroll than the Lamb.   

 
Speaking of diversity, we see here that those who have been redeemed are truly diverse. This 
diversity includes every tribe, language, people (cultural group), and nation (ethnic group). This 
heavenly mix is composed of all the people of the world. And, according to the writer, it is a mix 
that should characterize the church on earth.   

 
Because of Christ’s redeeming, sacrificial death, the purchased people of God now enjoy another 
enormous benefit. They have now been made to become “a kingdom and priests (1:5,6). And this 
designation takes us back to the Old Testament designation of Israel as “a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation” (Exodus 19:6). The point is we have become priestly representatives who assist the 
King in inviting others to become part of that greater Kingdom, the Kingdom of God. 

 
When we ponder what the life and death of Jesus Christ have done for humankind, it is no surprise 
that the living creatures and the elders burst into praise of Him. 

 
Suddenly the power of the scene and the song is picked up by an innumerable host of angels, 
numbering “myriads of myriads and thousands upon thousands (5:11). In all probability, John 
simply means an infinite number. Metzger points out that the angels repeat three of the elders’ 
terms of praise: glory, honor and power, and add wealth, wisdom, might, and blessing (5:13). The 
seven terms symbolize the fullness of the praise and include every possible justification for 
worthiness (see 4:11; 7:12).  

 
At this point, we reach the thrilling crescendo and climax of the angelic singing and worship. The 
chorus of praise goes as high as it can go, for it reaches the entirety of the universe and the entirety 
of Creation. All through the word, there is one mammoth song of praise to the Lamb. 

 
William Barclay notes here that in this grand chorus of praise, God and the Lamb are joined 
together as they both receive it and share it. Nothing could better show the height of John’s 
conception of Jesus Christ. In the praise of Creation, he sets Christ by the side of God.   

 



As the chapter concludes with the great “amen,” John’s attention is drawn back to the four living 
creatures. The writer points out that what John sees and hears in this half verse and the next is a 
repeat of Revelation 4:9-10. The “amen” voiced by the creatures is derived from a Hebrew word 
that means “it is true” or “it is correct.” Absolutely nothing is out of place in this scene. 

 
Next, we see that “amen” of the four living creatures is followed by 24 elders bowing down in 
worship. The Lamb’s sacrificial death and resurrection has released God’s people from the bondage 
of sin and death. The Lamb is truly the one worthy of our worship, and we can never worship him 
enough.   

 
And so with the strong affirmation of the goodness of God and the Lamb, John is now confident to 
face the trials and tribulations that are about to be let loose on the world. 
 
Notations on the Conclusion 
 

1. God alone is worthy of receiving worship. May all glory be given to the one seated on the 
throne and the Lamb forever (Acts 12:21-23). 

2. Under the new covenant, we Christians are called to carry out the role as “a royal 
priesthood” (I Peter 2:9). 

3. Worship must never be about us. Worship should always have an audience of only one: the 
Lord himself. 

 
Action Plan 
 

1. What would it be like if Jesus were the touchstone of all of your thoughts? In business 
context? In family context? In your entertainment choices? Other? 

2. What steps can a church take to achieve the diversity seen in Revelation 5:9? 
3. Specify how his or her church can better fulfill the calling of Christians to be a “kingdom of 

priests. 
 
Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 
encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries (halbradyministries.com).  
 

Whiners, blamers, and complainers                
 
PATHWAY TO HIS PRESENCE 
B.J. FUNK 
 



I wonder if God ever thinks about adding a PS to His Ten Commandments, preceded by one 
simple explanation: “Since I already know you won’t obey these ten, try this one: P.S. Get over 
yourself!” 
 
Some of the phrases that attach to that statement, like ribbons flying behind a kite, are “Me first,” 
“My way,” “Notice me,” “Hear me,” and “Why me?” Right now, before even reading further, 
you may already be thinking of someone – maybe more than one – whose shoulder chip is so 
large and whose emotional scar so heavy that those phrases follow them daily, their “woe is me” 
clapping in the wind like a clanging symbol. These people have one thing in common. They will 
be noticed. They demand it as they lead their daily parade of notoriety with the deafening 
drumbeat of their own self-centeredness. 
 
When these people were children, we expected this. Paul, a scholar as an adult, even expected it 
of himself, evidenced in his words from first Corinthians 13. “When I was a child, I thought like 
a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put away childish things.” 
 
Of course, I’m not writing this to you. (You didn’t really think that, did you?) I am writing to 
those people who whine, blame, and complain because life does not always go their way. They 
never got the memo that said, “Life is not easy. Grow up, or you won’t make it.” 
 
Instead of singing, “Let’s just praise the Lord,” they sing, “Let’s just blame the Lord.” Blaming, 
after all, seems so much more in tune with reality than praising. Instead of seeking to be a saint, 
they are more comfortable with complaint. Rather than expecting things to be fine, they only 
know how to whine. 
 
The truth is that people of the world do not have a market on whining. Christians are very good 
at it, too. Unfortunately, we closely mimic the world while at the same time negating our 
witness. Paul reminds us that we have a higher calling when he writes in Philippians 2:14-15, 
“Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, 
children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation in which you shine like 
stars in the universe…” 
 
Paul defined his generation as being crooked and depraved. Yet he expected Christians to 
outshine the crookedness, to shine like stars. Those persons who have made a mark on 
Christianity have learned to get over themselves and to seek the higher good – of shining into the 
darkness of this world, despite their circumstances.  
 
Amy Carmichael was one such person. Born in Ireland in 1867, Amy went to India as a 
missionary. There she began to rescue temple children from forced prostitution. You have likely 
heard of her. She served in India for 56 years without furlough and authored 35 books. She was 
an unlikely candidate for mission work, as she suffered from a disease of the nerves, neuralgia 
that made her whole body weak and achy and often put her in bed for weeks.  When she was 63, 
she was badly injured in a fall, which left her bedridden much of the time until her death at 83. 
From her bed, her missionary work continued for the next 20 years to the children taken in 
temple prostitution. 
 



She had reason to whine, blame, and complain, but Amy Carmichael chose the higher road, the 
road that leads to life eternal. You and I must choose that same road, for none of us is without 
reason to complain. Choose the high road of positive thinking and encouragement to others, so 
that our generation, being crooked and depraved, will have someone to look up to, someone to 
guide them over the rough and hard places of life. This cannot be done without a sold-out 
commitment to Jesus. Amy received a letter from a young woman considering 
missionary life. She asked, “What is missionary life like?” Amy wrote back only 
these few words. “Missionary life is simply a chance to die.” 
 
Amy served more than 1,000 children who would have otherwise faced a bleak future. Her 
ministry would have crumbled under whining, blaming, and complaining. The work of Christ is 
serious business and can only be done by people who have heard the PS of God. Committed to 
the goal of making disciples, we must die to self, put away our childish things, and get over 
ourselves. 
 
Maybe you can share this article with those persons who come to mind, present company, of 
course, excluded. 
 
The Rev. B.J. Funk is associate pastor of Central UMC in Fitzgerald. Email Rev. Funk at 
bjfunk@bellsouth.net. 
 

Scripture Readings – April 17 
 
April 22 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Acs 4:5-12 
Psalm 23 (UMH 754 or 137) 
1 John 3:16-24 
John 10:11-18 
 
April 29 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 8:26-40 
Psalm 22:25-31 (UHM 752) 
1 John 4:7-21 
John 15:1-8 
 
May 6 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 10:44-48 
Psalm 98 (UMH 818) 
1 John 5:1-6 
John 15:9-17 
 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 4/17/2018 edition 



 
Bishop Bryan's calendar 
It’s now easier than ever to find out when and where Bishop Bryan will be preaching in your 
district and around the conference. Visit the updated calendar and events page on the conference 
website and look for the red highlighted dates. 
 
United Methodist Men’s Annual Retreat - April 20-21 
South Georgia’s United Methodist Men will gather for their annual retreat April 20-21 at 
Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island, Ga. Dr. Matt Woodbery, South Georgia Conference 
Director of Connectional Ministries, will be the keynote speaker. Click here for housing 
registration. Prior to the start of the UMM annual retreat participants are invited to play in the 
annual UMM Golf Tournament on Friday, April 20. Practice begins at 11 a.m. with tee time at 
noon. The tournament will be held at Sanctuary Cove Golf Club (2050 Sanctuary Wynd, 
Waverly, Ga. 31565). Click here for golf tournament registration. Click here for golf tournament 
rules. 
 
#generations Seminar – April 26-28 
The Southwest District of the South Georgia Conference is partnering with Next Step Ministry to 
offer a seminar focused on reaching all generations for Christ. This two-day seminar, set for 
April 26-28 at Veteran's Memorial State Park, is designed for clergy and laity. For more 
information, visit www.swdistrictumc.org. The early bird rate of $219 ends soon, so register 
today. Contact the Southwest District office with questions: 229-273-3119 
or swdistrict@sgaumc.com.  
 
Connecting Neighbors Training, Tifton - April 28 
The Connecting Neighbors training event features a one-day training hosted by The Office of 
Connectional Ministries designed to equip and empower individuals and local churches to be a 
presence in their community (and beyond) in the event of a natural or man-made catastrophic 
event. The cost is $10 and includes lunch and materials. For questions or additional information, 
contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com or 888-266-7642. Use this promotional flyer to 
gather a group from your church to attend. This training will be held April 28 at Tifton First 
UMC. Register here. Click here for more information and the day's schedule.  
 
Wesley Glen Ministries’ Fish Fry - April 28 
Wesley Glen’s annual fish fry is the place to be for good food, good music, and great fellowship. 
Join them for a fun-filled day! 
 
VSU Wesley Foundation Silent Auction - April 29 
The Valdosta State University Wesley Foundation is hosting a silent auction April 29 online 
(www.vsuwesley.com) and at the District Conference. All proceeds will go to support the 
ministry of the Valdosta State University Wesley Foundation. The Wesley Foundation is an 
extension ministry of The United Methodist Church. Click here for more information. 
 
Magnolia Manor Sunday – May 13 
Magnolia Manor is a South Georgia Conference ministry that serves older adults of all faiths in 
eight locations throughout South Georgia. On this Special Sunday, South Georgia United 



Methodists are asked to take up a special offering to support this vital ministry. To learn more 
about Magnolia Manor visit www.magnoliamanor.com.  
 
Peace with Justice Sunday – May 27 
Peace with Justice Sunday enables The United Methodist Church to have a voice in advocating 
for peace and justice through a broad spectrum of global programs. Click here for resources to 
help promote this special Sunday. 
 
2018 Annual Conference Session – June 3-5 
The 2018 South Georgia Annual Conference session will be held June 3-5, 2018, at the Jekyll 
Island Convention Center on Jekyll Island. All information related to the annual conference 
session will be posted on the conference website, www.sgaumc.org/annualconference. 
 
Camp Connect: High School Camp – June 11-15 
Students entering grades 9-12 as well as graduating seniors are eligible for High School Camp. 
Tailored toward the unique time in a high school student's life, this week of camp is filled with 
fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, art, hilarious morning shows, and evenings of 
camp-wide games and worship. Stay tuned as more activities are in the works! High School 
Camp is held at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3:00 pm on Monday 
and conclude at 11:00 am on Friday (no lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in 
a cabin for the week. Counselors are provided. Visit www.campconnectumc.org for all the 
details. Contact the Office of Connectional Ministries at (912) 638-8626 with any questions. 
 
Wesley Glen Day – June 17 
Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special offering to support the 
ministry of Wesley Glen. To learn more about Wesley Glen and its great ministry, visit 
www.wesleyglenministries.com.  
 
Camp Connect: Middle School Camp 1 – June 18-22 
Middle School Camps, intended for rising 6th-8th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth 
of fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, crafts, games galore, hilarious morning shows, 
and evenings of camp-wide games and worship. Both Middle School Camps are held at Epworth 
By The Sea on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3:00 pm on Monday and conclude at 11:00 
am on Friday (no lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week. 
Counselors are provided. Visit www.campconnectumc.org for all the details. Contact the Office 
of Connectional Ministries at (912) 638-8626 with any questions. 
 
Camp Connect: Middle School Camp 2 – June 25-29 
Middle School Camps, intended for rising 6th-8th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth 
of fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, crafts, games galore, hilarious morning shows, 
and evenings of camp-wide games and worship. Both Middle School Camps are held at Epworth 
By The Sea on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3:00 pm on Monday and conclude at 11:00 
am on Friday (no lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week. 



Counselors are provided. Visit www.campconnectumc.org for all the details. Contact the Office 
of Connectional Ministries at (912) 638-8626 with any questions. 
 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – April  
 
4/01 – Edgar Chance: PO Box 524; Wrens, GA 30833  
4/01 – Danny Treadway: 1417 Peabody Dr.; Maryville, TN 37803  
4/3 – Jennifer Sherling: 3201 Tunbridge Lane; Albany, GA 31721 
4/05 – O.C. Dean, Jr.: 265 Three Oaks Dr.; Athens, GA 30607  
4/05 – Kay Stanaland: PO Box 905; Murrells Inlet, SC 29576  
4/07 – Jim Hamlin: 322 S. Houston Springs; Perry, GA 31069 
4/08 – Terry DeLoach: 209 Dixie St.; Brooklet, GA 30415  
4/09 – Sandra Henry: 111 Laurel Overlook; Canton, GA 30114  
4/09 – Glenn McCranie: PO Box 493; Grandy, NC 27939  
4/12 – Tim Bagwell: 192 Barrington Hall Dr.; Macon, GA 31220  
4/15 – Jerry Lott: 9252 Holland Rd.; Cobbtown, GA 30420  
4/15 – Leigh Ann Raynor: 212 Torrington Blvd.; Thomasville, GA 31757 
4/16 – Nick Hazelton: 517 Ferncliff Terrace; Macon, GA 31204  
4/16 – Wesley Kaylor: 855 Chokee Rd.; DeSoto, GA 31743 
4/16 – Barbara Nelson: 1106 Merrill Dr.; Dublin, GA 31021  
4/16 – Tom Nichols: 54 Diamond Causeway; Savannah, GA 31411 
 4/16 – Jimmy Sharp: 2225 Teate Rd.; Vienna, GA 31092  
4/18 – Frances Howell: PO Box 658; Midway, GA 31320  
4/19 – Betty Sue Brantley: 210 Moseley St.; Vidalia, GA 30474  
4/22 – Fred Maddox: 200 Highland Rd.; Statesboro, GA 30458  
4/24 – Willie Lucas: 607 Holloway Ave.; Albany, GA 31701  
4/25 – James McLendon: 151 Sullivan Dr.; Homer, GA 30547  
4/27 – B.J. Funk: PO Box 187; Chula, GA 31733  
4/28 – Bert Alexander: PO Box 964; Pine Mountain, GA 31822  
4/28 – Mike McAfee: 3 Porchester Ct.; Columbus, GA 31907  
4/29 – Sam Watkins: 1937 E. DeRenne Ave., Savannah, GA 31406  
4/30 – Don Kea: 5300 Zebulon Rd., Garden Home 20; Macon, GA 31210 
 

 

 


