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Vineville UMC member teaches students to fix bikes at his Macon bike shop  

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

At 5 p.m. each Tuesday and Wednesday, a crowd of young boys and girls waits eagerly for the 
door to the Learn and Earn Bike Shop to open. When it does they rush to their work stations, 
grab their wrenches, and get to work. 

They’re there to earn bikes by putting in 10 hours of sweat equity into the Learn and Earn 
bicycle program, a youth training and mentoring program that’s a partnership between after-
school program Campus Clubs and Nathan Watson, a member of Vineville United Methodist 
Church.  

Vineville UMC members are deeply invested in the Pleasant Hill community, and the church 
even has a specific mission focus on the neighborhood called “PleasantVille Neighbors.” The 
congregation strives to be good neighbors by serving those who live in the community by 
mentoring neighborhood students, providing weekend meals through a Backpack Buddies 
program, cultivating and maintaining a community garden, and more. 

“Pleasant Hill is our neighborhood, they’re our neighbors, and doing whatever we can to minister 
to them and let them know that God loves them in whatever way we can is important,” said Rev. 
John Brown, associate pastor at Vineville UMC and a Learn and Earn Bike Shop volunteer. 
“When the community flourishes, we flourish together. We’re not isolated.”  

A tinkerer by nature, Watson has long loved rebuilding machines and works on 1960s and 1970s 
muscle cars as a hobby. He initially considered starting a car repair ministry but decided it would 
be too cost prohibitive. He then saw an online video showcasing a bicycle ministry in Atlanta. It, 
he thought, was doable, so he and his wife, Gina, traveled there to learn more about the program 
and glean ideas and tips. 

Two years ago, Watson began the Learn and Earn Bike Shop in Macon, partnering with Campus 
Clubs, an after-school program that meets in Strong Tower Fellowship Church in Macon’s 
Pleasant Hill neighborhood. It was an ideal partnership, Watson said, since Pleasant Hill is in 
Vineville UMC’s backyard and already ministers with and to many of its residents.  

Campus Clubs offers its students a robotics program and a music program, among other 
activities, and the bicycle ministry was a great addition, he said. 

When they first begin, students work on small children’s bikes, learning how to change brake 
cables, brake pads, how to disassemble the chain, and how to change a flat tire. Once they 
complete those steps twice on a small bike they graduate to a 21-speed bike and do it all again, 
twice. 

The program takes 10 hours to complete and, when done, students will have disassembled and 
put back together two bikes twice and then are able to choose a bike of their very own. 



Receiving a bike may be the end goal for the students, but it’s not for Watson. In addition to 
learning goal setting, time management, and mechanics, they’re being empowered and feeling 
ownership over something. 

“Our motto is ‘Way more than a bike’ because working towards something, a goal, is important,” 
he said. “10 hours is forever (to a child).” 

A few months after Learn and Earn launched a fourth-grade student began working towards a 
free bike. After putting in his 10 hours he chose a small child’s bike, one much too small for him 
to ride. Instead of earning a bike for himself, he was working to give his younger brother a 
Christmas present. 

Another student worked for about eight hours before realizing he was going to get a bike. When 
he began looking at the bikes to choose the one he wanted he said, “I’m never going to have to 
walk anywhere again!” 

Watson could tell heartwarming stories like this all day, but he’d rather tinker with bikes and 
teach children how to fix a flat tire. 

“To see all these kids light up when they earn their free bicycle is pretty cool,” he said. 

 

 
Bishop Bryan announces additional projected June appointments 
 
Bishop R. Lawson Bryan has announced projected appointment changes as of May 13, 2018. 
 
The appointments will be set at the South Georgia Annual Conference and will be effective in 
June. 
 
The appointment list and a note about the projected appointments can be found 
at www.sgaumc.org/projectedappointments.  
 

 
Constitutional amendment to be revisited 
 
The Rev. Gary W. Graves, Secretary of the General Conference, announced today that an error 
was made in the text of a proposed Constitutional amendment as it was presented for voting, and 
which subsequently failed to pass. Amendment #1 of the five constitutional amendments that 
were approved by the 2016 General Conference - and which narrowly failed to be ratified - 
included a sentence which had been removed by the legislative body. 
 



Graves, who became secretary on December 1, 2016, said he was made aware of the error today 
and immediately began to take corrective action. Graves expressed regret that the mistake 
occurred and said it was simply a matter of human error. “A new ballot is being prepared for 
voting by annual conferences at their next meeting; however, some conferences will not meet 
again until 2019,” said Graves. 
 
The proposed amendments were sent via email to bishops and annual conference secretaries by 
the former secretary of the General Conference, the Rev. Gere Reist, who also voiced his 
apologies. 
 
The sentence that should not have been included in the amendment was removed by a vote of 
746-56, but was inadvertently included in the version that was distributed. That sentence reads as 
follows: "The United Methodist Church recognizes it is contrary to Scripture and to logic to say 
that God is male or female, as maleness and femaleness are characteristics of human bodies and 
cultures, not characteristics of the divine." 
 
The text as approved by the General Conference should have read: “As the Holy Scripture 
reveals, both men and women are made in the image of God and, therefore, men and women are 
of equal value in the eyes of God. The United Methodist Church acknowledges the long history 
of discrimination against women and girls. The United Methodist Church shall confront and seek 
to eliminate discrimination against women and girls, whether in organizations or in individuals, 
in every facet of its life and in society at large. The United Methodist Church shall work 
collaboratively with others to address concerns that threaten the cause of women’s and girl's 
equality and well-being.” 
 
The proposed Constitutional amendment, which would have created a new paragraph focused on 
gender justice, was approved by 31,304 voters (66.5%), as opposed to 15,753 "no" votes. A two-
thirds majority is required for passage.  

### 
Media contact: 
Diane Degnan ddegnan@umcom.org 
615.483.1765 
 

 
United Methodist Bishops release recommendation to 2019 General Conference 
 
A Word from Bishop Bryan 
 



I have spent this past week at the Council of Bishops (COB) meeting in Chicago where we heard 
the final report from the Commission on a Way Forward and have prayerfully finalized our 
recommendation to the 2019 Special Session of the General Conference. 
 
A summary of the recommendation coming out of this meeting is now ready to be released (see 
press release below). I remind us to receive this summary as helpful information as we study the 
report, reflect on it, and evaluate it using the values identified in our district dialogues. 
 
All three models received significant support within the Council of Bishops. The Council of 
Bishops will forward all three models to the general conference delegates, along with supporting 
information that outlines how the Council has assessed each model. The feeling is that, in the 
interest of transparency, this material should be available to all so that it can aid laity and clergy 
in considering the models. Also to be released is one model being recommended as the 
preference of the majority of active bishops. Full details of the plans and accompanying 
legislative proposals will be released as soon as final editing of the entire report is completed and 
translated into the official languages of the General Conference (no later than July 8). 
 
This recommendation reflects the wide diversity of perspectives within the Council of Bishops 
on our best way forward as a denomination. It also provides the General Church with three 
specific and detailed options for moving out of our current impasse. Ultimately the decision on 
this matter lies with the 800+ clergy and lay delegates from around the world who will convene 
at the General Conference in St. Louis February 23-26, 2019. 
 
I will share more with you in the coming days and weeks. In the meantime, my challenge before 
us remains: Stay Calm. Stay Connected. Stay the Course. 
 
****************************** 
PRESS RELEASE FROM THE COUNCIL OF BISHOPS 
 
MAY 4, 2018 
 
United Methodist Bishops Recommend a Way Forward 
 
CHICAGO – United Methodist bishops, meeting in Chicago, engaged in a prayerful process to 
discern a way forward. At the conclusion of the discernment process, the Council of Bishops 
strongly approved the following motion and rationale: 
 
Having received and considered the extensive work of the Commission on a Way Forward, the 
Council of Bishops will submit a report to the Special Session of the General Conference in 2019 
that includes: 



• All three plans (The Traditionalist Plan, The One Church Plan and the Connectional 
Conference Plan) for a way forward considered by the Commission and the Council. 

• The Council’s recommendation of the One Church Plan. 
• An historical narrative of the Council’s discernment process regarding all three plans. 

 
Rationale: In order to invite the church to go deeper into the journey the Council and 
Commission has been on, the Council will make all the information considered by the 
Commission and the Council of Bishops available to the delegates of the General Conference 
and acknowledges there is support for each of the three plans within the Council. The values of 
our global church are reflected in all three plans. The majority of the Council recommends the 
One Church Plan as the best way forward for The United Methodist Church. 
 
Guided by the mission, vision and scope document, the bishops agreed to recommend the One 
Church Plan. This plan provides conferences, churches, and pastors the flexibility to uniquely 
reach their missional context while retaining the connectional nature of The United Methodist 
Church. 
 
The One Church Plan allows for contextualization of language about human sexuality in support 
of the mission; and allows for central conferences, especially those in Africa, to retain their 
disciplinary authority to adapt the Book of Discipline and continue to include traditional 
language and values while fulfilling the vision of a global and multicultural church. 
 
This plan also encourages a generous unity by giving United Methodists the ability to address 
different missional contexts in ways that reflect their theological convictions. The One Church 
Plan removes the restrictive language of the Book of Discipline and adds assurances to pastors 
and Conferences who due to their theological convictions cannot perform same-sex weddings or 
ordain self-avowed practicing homosexuals.  
 
The Council’s discernment process was guided by the over-arching desire to strategically help 
the General Conference do its work and to honor the General Conference’s request for the 
Council to help the church find a way forward. 
 
“With convicted humility, bishops want to be pastors and shepherds of the whole church in order 
to maximize the presence of a United Methodist witness in as many places in the world as 
possible and with as much contextual differentiation as possible,” said newly installed Council of 
Bishops President Ken Carter. 
 
The bishops expressed deep appreciation for the diligent work that the 32-member Commission 
on a Way Forward Commission did in formulating the three plans; the Traditionalist Plan, the 
One Church Plan and the Connectional Conference Plan. 



 
While the bishops recommended the One Church Plan they affirmed that the Connectional 
Conference Plan and the Traditionalist Plan held values that are important to the life and work of 
the church and will be included in the final report to the Special Session of General Conference 
that the bishops have called for Feb. 23-26 in St. Louis, Missouri, USA. 
 
Bishop Carter, who served as one of the moderators of the Commission, said the bishops are 
adopting a spirit of collaboration with the Commission, and an attitude of respect for the 
delegations who will take up this work on behalf of the whole church. 
 
“The Council’s prayerful deliberation reflected the diversity of the global denomination on the 
matter of homosexuality and many other matters.  The Council affirms the strength of this 
diversity and our commitment to maintain the unity of the church,” Bishop Carter said.   
 
Full details of the plans and accompanying legislative proposals will be released as soon as final 
editing of the entire report is completed and translated into the official languages of the General 
Conference.  It is estimated this will be no later than July 8. 
  

### 
 
Media Contact: Rev. Dr. Maidstone Mulenga 
Director of Communications – Council of Bishops 
The United Methodist Church 
mmulenga@umc-cob.org 
202-748-5172 
 

 
Judicial Council to hold oral hearing on bishops’ request 
 
Updates with oral hearing granted 
 
By Linda Bloom and Vicki Brown 
 
(UMNS) The United Methodist Church Judicial Council will hold an oral hearing to consider a 
request from the bishops for a declaratory decision of law about what legislation can come 
before next year’s special session of General Conference. 
 
The Council of Bishops decided during its April 29-May 4 meeting to request the oral hearing. 
 
The court set the one-hour oral hearing for 9 a.m. CDT May 22 at the Hilton Orrington Hotel in 
Evanston, Illinois. In an order issued May 12, the court said the interested parties will be the 



Council of Bishops as petitioner and the Commission on General Conference as respondent. All 
requests for change in interested party status were denied, the court said. 
 
The hearing will be livestreamed, and the Council of Bishops and the commission will have 20 
minutes each for oral arguments. The Council of Bishops will present arguments first and the 
council has the right to reserve up to five minutes for rebuttal. After the oral arguments, the 
Judicial Council will have 20 minutes for questions. 
 
The court denied all requests for change to interested party status, but ordered that the six parties 
who submitted briefs will be considered amici curiae, or friends of the court. However, for any 
friend of the court to speak or present oral arguments, the petitioner or the respondent as 
interested parties would have to yield part of their time and notify the Judicial Council in writing 
by May 18. 
 
Briefs in the case have been filed by Houston Area Bishop Scott Jones, Stephanie Henry, 
Baltimore-Washington Conference Chancellor Thomas Starnes on behalf of a group of annual 
conference chancellors, the Rev. Keith Boyette, John Lomperis and Lonnie D. Brooks. 
 
Henry is a member of the Commission on General Conference who chairs its Rules Committee. 
Boyette is president of the Wesleyan Covenant Association, an unofficial advocacy group of 
United Methodist clergy, laity and churches which formed in 2016 and is committed to what it 
describes as an orthodox understanding of Wesleyan Christian faith. 
 
Brooks is a lay member of the Alaska Conference and past petitioner to Judicial Council. 
 
Lomperis is an Indiana Conference delegate to the 2019 General Conference, and United 
Methodist director with the Institute on Religion and Democracy, a Washington, D.C.-based 
conservative Christian group committed to monitoring and reforming what it considers to be as 
the liberal trajectory of mainline Protestant denominations. 
 
The Judicial Council order instructed the Council of Bishops to send a copy of the petition to the 
Commission on General Conference. Reply briefs are due to the Judicial Council by May 15. 
The commission just concluded a meeting May 11. 
 
The final docket for the May 22-25 court session, which consists of the one request from the 
bishops for a declaratory decision of law, has been posted on the council’s website. 
 
The special session of General Conference from Feb. 23-26, 2019, will focus solely on one topic: 
the church’s position on homosexuality. The bishops are asking the Judicial Council for a ruling 
on whether United Methodist organizations, clergy or lay members can submit “valid petitions” 
for GC2019 if the petitions “are not consistent” with the council’s own report to the special 
General Conference. 
 



The request from the bishops defines valid petitions as those that are “in harmony” with the 
restricted purpose of GC2019 and postmarked or received by July 8. The Book of Discipline 
states that petitions to General Conference should be received by the petitions secretary or 
secretary of the General Conference no later than 230 days before the opening session. 
 
In its petition, the Council of Bishops pointed to the call issued on April 24, 2017, by Bishop 
Bruce R. Ough, then council president, for the 2019 General Conference session. “The purpose 
of this special session of General Conference shall be limited to receiving and acting upon a 
report from the Council of Bishops based on the recommendations of the Commission on a Way 
Forward,” the call stated. 
 
The petition cited church law, which confines the business of a special session to that in harmony 
with the purpose stated in the call “unless the General Conference by a two-thirds vote shall 
determine that other business may be transacted.” 
 
Judicial Council Decision 227 “confirmed that the scope of the business of a special General 
Conference is restricted by the call,” the bishops’ petition said. 
 
That ruling was about the 1966 General Conference session of the Methodist Church and its 
limited agenda to review and act upon questions of union with the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church and a report about progress toward eliminating the Central Jurisdiction. The United 
Methodist Church has been marking the 50th anniversary of those two events this spring. 
 
In its petition related to GC2019, the Council of Bishops noted that “the question has arisen” 
about whether other church organizations or clergy or lay members can submit petitions on 
human sexuality issues even if such petitions “may be inconsistent” with a report from the 
council that is based on recommendations of the Commission on a Way Forward. 
 
 
United Methodists encouraged to celebrate 50th anniversary of the 
denomination alongside Pentecost 
 
May 20 is being called a “once in a lifetime” event for United Methodists, offering an 
opportunity to commemorate the church’s history alongside the celebration of Pentecost. 
Numerous event-specific resources are available for congregations, including a video created to 
honor the church’s legacy since April 23, 1968, when leaders of the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church and The Methodist Church declared the creation of a new denomination, The United 
Methodist Church. 
 
“May 20, 2018 is Pentecost PLUS!,” said the Rev. Fred Day, general secretary of the General 
Commission of Archives and History (GCAH). “Not only is the third Sunday of May, 
Pentecost, the culmination of the great 50 days of Eastertide, the day for celebrating the loosing 



of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and the gift of Christian unity, it is also Heritage Sunday. This 
year the Heritage Sunday theme is ‘Jubilee’ in a nod to the 50th anniversary, which often is 
referred to as the Golden Jubilee. 
 
“Don’t miss this once in a lifetime intersection,” Day said. 
 
In addition to the video, numerous resources have been developed and made available 
specifically for the 50th anniversary of the uniting conference, including liturgical materials, the 
original uniting conference video, and a reference guide to the church’s history. UMC.org, the 
official website of The United Methodist Church, is featuring anniversary content 
at UMC.org/umc50. A hashtag – #UMC50 – is being used for all anniversary-themed content 
across social media channels. 
 
The new video, titled “We Still Believe: Celebrating 50 Years of The United Methodist Church,” 
was created by GCAH and Discipleship Ministries, in cooperation with United Methodist 
Communications. The video can be viewed and downloaded here. Also, the video will be 
shown via Facebook Live on The United Methodist Church’s Facebook page at noon C.T. May 
9. 
 
“We are celebrating 50 years since a historic joining among likeminded Christians,” Day said. 
“During a time of great social upheaval and division, the witness of the 1968-born United 
Methodist Church was one of the coming together of people from different regions, languages, 
cultures and customs because of their common grounding in Wesleyan spirituality and practice,” 
Day said. 
 
Commemorative events have been occurring at the conference, district and local church levels 
since April 22, the Sunday before the April 23 anniversary. While there is a focus on May 20 as 
Heritage Sunday, congregations may use the resources throughout the entire year in recognition 
of the anniversary event. 
 
 
Campers build a strong faith foundation 

 
Camp Connect, the camping ministry of the South Georgia Conference, gives children and youth 
the opportunity to spend a week away from normal everyday life in the beauty of God’s creation 
with people who seek to share Christ in the everyday.  
 
With a “Blueprints” theme this summer, a week at Camp Connect will teach campers what God’s 
design for their life looks like. Diving into scripture and sharing life stories will show them they 
are created in God’s image and created for a purpose. 
 



“My prayer, as each camper registration comes through, is that everyone will have the 
opportunity to encounter Christ in a powerful, life-changing way during their week at camp,” 
said Suzanne Akins, Camp Director. “There is something so rare and unique about shutting down 
technology, looking eye to eye with people, sharing meals, laughing, playing, and worshipping 
together day after day, night after night.” 
 
Five camps are scheduled for the summer: one week for high school students, two weeks for 
middle school students, and two weeks for elementary students. Held at Epworth By The Sea on 
St. Simons Island, the week-long camps run from June 11 through July 20. Rising fourth grade 
students through seniors in high school will grow in their faith through Camp Connect camps. 
Each morning at camp begins with a Morning Show, an interactive high-energy gathering with 
music, skits, and announcements for the day. From there, each team's day is filled with 
swimming, marsh walks, trips to the beach, fishing, Bible studies, art, and indoor/outdoor games. 
Each evening is a camp-wide activity bringing out the best of competitions. Camp closes each 
night with a worship service of meaningful skits, powerful music, testimonies and relevant 
speakers.  
 
College students who are committed to serving Christ through working with children and youth 
during the summer are the full-time camp counselors. Each staff member has been interviewed 
by the Camp Ministry Team, passed a background check, attended 10 days of training, and is 
supervised by Camp Director Suzanne Akins.  
 
For more information, visit www.campconnectumc.org or call (912) 638-8626. 
 
 
Hail and Farewell 

From the Heart of the Connection  
Rev. Dr. Matt Woodbery, Director of Connectional Ministries 

“I thank my God every time I mention you in my prayers. I’m thankful for all of you every time I 
pray, and it’s always a prayer full of joy. I’m glad because of the way you have been my partners 
in the ministry of the gospel from the time you first believed it until now. I’m sure about this: the 
one who started a good work in you will stay with you to complete the job by the day of Christ 
Jesus. I have good reason to think this way about all of you because I keep you in my heart. You 
are all my partners in God’s grace… in the defense and support of the gospel. God is my witness 
that I feel affection for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 

“This is my prayer: that your love might become even more and more rich with knowledge and 
all kinds of insight. I pray this so that you will be able to decide what really matters and so you 
will be sincere and blameless on the day of Christ. I pray that you will then be filled with the 
fruit of righteousness, which comes from Jesus Christ, in order to give glory and praise to God.” 
(Philippians 1:3-11, CEB.) 



In the Army, there is a tradition known as the “Hail and Farewell” where organizations say 
goodbye to outgoing members of a staff or team and welcome incoming members to the team. It 
is a usually conducted over a meal with much revelry where “war stories” (literal and figurative) 
are recounted and the “10% rule” is often invoked – that is, only 10% of the story is true! 

Although it may seem like a required office party to some, it actually has the potential to be a 
very healthy practice for the unit at large. It tells those leaving that their contributions are valued 
while communicating to the new team members, “we take care of and appreciate our team – and 
now you are on it!” 

This is the season of transitions and moves across Methodism, and that includes me as well! So, 
in the spirit of the Army’s “Hail and Farewell,” allow me to publicly welcome Dr. Nita Crump to 
the Connectional Ministries team. Dr. Crump will assume her role as Director of Connectional 
Ministries after Annual Conference. Nita is currently the District Superintendent of the 
Southwest District where she has demonstrated professional excellence in caring for the clergy 
and family members of the district as well as wise counsel and thoughtful equipping of those 
clergy. She has truly been a pastor to pastors. Dr. Crump has also demonstrated a passion for 
matching the love of Christ alive in the churches in the district with innovative and relevant 
models for ministry, enhancing those churches’ ability to make disciples of Christ for the 
transformation of the world. Now she will be responsible for leading the OCM team in 
continuing that good work for the whole Conference. Welcome, Nita! 

Now a few words of personal farewell to the South Georgia Connection:  

First, I want to thank God for God’s faithfulness in hearing my prayer for wisdom and 
discernment as I navigated the transition from military to civilian ministry. I must thank my wife, 
Carol, who always encourages me towards excellence while inspiring me with her courage and 
graciousness while making difficult transitions, none more so than this past year.  

I want to thank my OCM teammates: Allison Lindsey, Rev. Earnestine Campbell, Rev. Daniel 
Medina, Rev. Stacy Harwell-Dye, and Suzanne Akins; and my former OCM teammates, Kelly 
Roberson, Kara Witherow, and Meredyth Earnest. Your kindness and patience with me have 
been humbling; you truly are sisters and brothers in Christ. I’ve enjoyed sharing with you this 
part of our journey of life and faith together. For my laity teammates, know that you are 
exemplary in your discipleship and are making lasting impressions of service and servanthood 
that you cannot measure – although you may feel like it has been just one long string of 
meetings, phone conversations, WebX meetings, and gatherings! For my clergy colleagues: your 
example of professionalism and aspiring for excellence as you live out your vocation is inspiring. 
All the work of OCM is staggering: you’ve conducted dozens of small group sessions and 
classes for hundreds of hours, traveling hundreds (thousands?) of miles across South Georgia; 
you’ve literally and figuratively joined people in the midst of the storms of life offering hope, 
encouragement and cup of cool water; you’ve advocated for those without voices and those 
whose voices are in need of encouragement and strength; you’ve marched, organized, written 
volumes, designed and executed standard-setting events; you’ve welcomed hundreds of children 
and youth from across the Conference and Jurisdiction practicing the highest forms of Christian 



hospitality; you’ve developed future and current leaders by both pedagogy and example. If only 
all United Methodists in South Georgia could see what I get to see every day, they would be 
amazed and even more proud of how strong the Connection is and how God’s kingdom is being 
served and ushered into South Georgia by men and women like you! I’m proud to have served 
on your team – and that’s 100% factual! 

I also want to thank Bishop Bryan and my Compass Group colleagues: Dr. Derek McAleer, Dr. 
Jay Harris, Rev. Jay Hanson, and Mrs. Kelly Roberson. You also have extended the hand of 
Christian collegiality and have been patient with my military acronyms and jargon all the while 
teaching me how to be South Georgian. I thank God for your leadership examples and 
friendships.  

To all the those lay brothers and sisters who selflessly give time, experience, wisdom as you 
serve on the numerous committees and boards – all on a voluntary basis – I’ve had the privilege 
with which to serve, I thank you for your kind encouragement and partnership. I’d like to say I 
will miss all the meetings, but I know that it will really be YOU I miss – not the meetings! 

To all of the South Georgia Connection, your welcome and encouragement of me has been life-
bringing. As I make this transition, know that I will continue to pray for the people of the 
Conference and you as leaders in the months to come. “For such times as these….” 

I’m eager to join my new team at Mulberry Street UMC and look forward to see what God has 
prepared for us there, as I know God is already at work and blessing there in mighty ways! 

The apostle Paul said it best: “I’m thankful for all of you every time I pray, and it’s always a 
prayer full of joy. I’m glad because of the way you have been my partners in the ministry of the 
gospel from the time you first believed it until now.” 

Signing off from… 

 …the Heart of the Connection, 

 Matt 

 
 
Remembering with Joy 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of May 20, 2018 
By Dr. Hal Brady 
 
Spring Quarter: Acknowledging God 
Unit 3: Give Praise to God 
 
Lesson Scripture: Leviticus 25:1-12 
 



Lesson Aims 
 

1. Summarize the nature of the rest the land was to receive during the Sabbath year and the 
year of Jubilee. 

2. Explain the spiritual principles that these laws were meant to instill. 
 
The writer introduces this lesson before us by talking about what it means to live by faith. Most of 
us will relate that meaning to a religious concept – one who lives by faith is one who trusts in God.  
The fact is, however, that everyone lives by faith, even those who have no interest in religion.  
 
We travel on airplanes because we have faith that the pilot has the training and skills to get us to our 
destination. At drug stores, we get prescriptions filled because we have faith that the pharmacist is 
competent to help. We buy groceries at a certain store because we have faith in the honesty of the 
merchant. So, whether we are a Christian, an atheist, or somewhere in between, we live by taking 
steps of faith. As we have been reminded, this faith is based on evidence and not blind faith. 
 
In the lesson background, we discover that often the various regulations found within the Law of 
Moses are placed in three categories: “civil” (those that helped maintain an orderly society), 
“ceremonial” (those dealing with how God’s covenant people were to express their worship to 
him), and “moral” (those dealing with right living). Whereas the first two groups applied only to 
Old Testament Israel (though there may still be general principles of conduct to be drawn from 
them), the moral laws continue to serve as standards of right and wrong behavior.  
 
As the writer continues to explain, today’s passage from Leviticus 25 falls primarily within the 
“ceremonial” category. This is true because it contains certain religious observances, even though 
they do not apply to Christians. To be clear, the teacher should read Colossians 2:14-17 to the class.  
This specifically refers to the Sabbath year and the year of Jubilee. So, if the specific 
commandments of today’s text no longer apply, why should we study them? Principles! Because 
these commandments speak to principles of conduct that are important today. 
 
Sabbath Year (Leviticus 25:1-7) 
 
“The Lord said to Moses on Mount Sinai ‘say to the people of Israel, when you come into the land 
which I will give you…’” So the laws were meant for a future period, when conditions might be 
quite different. Israel had remained for one year at Sinai and did not move on until the twentieth 
day of the second month of the second year after their exodus from Egypt (Numbers 10:11-12).  
And even though their entry into Canaan will not be for another 38 years, as far as Moses knows at 
this point it is imminent. Therefore, he instructed them that when they enter the land that the Lord 
their God is giving to them, the “land itself must observe a Sabbath to the Lord” (v.2.). 
 



It is imperative that the Israelites keep in mind who will own the promised land. God states, “The 
land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and you are but aliens and my tenants 
(v.23). Therefore, the most important feature of the promised land that lies ahead is that it will be 
God’s gift. His covenant people, the Israelites, will not be able to claim they have earned it 
(Deuteronomy 9:6). They will be stewards of God’s grant, not owners who are entitled. The land 
will be on loan only, so to speak, on loan from God. What this means is that God actually shares his 
land with us, and we are to use it for his glory, not just for our gain. 
 
So, the land of Israel belongs and will belong to God. In consequence, the Israelites must 
understand that the land itself must observe “a Sabbath to the Lord” (v.2). Thus, the Israelites dare 
not exhaust its resources, or turn it into a dust-bowl, or exploit it, or use it up so that there is nothing 
left but a treeless desert.   
 
The writer of the lesson reminds us that at this point the Israelites have already received the Ten 
Commandments, the fourth being that of keeping the Sabbath (Exodus 20:8-11). The importance of 
this commandment is underlined by the fact that it is the longest of the 10. And it is to be obeyed by 
every person in Israel, including non-Israelites who live among them. Even animals are to be given 
a rest. Point! The Sabbath is to be applied to the land as well. 
 
Note that the “year of Sabbath rest” for the land operates on a principle similar to that which 
undergirds the Sabbath Day. As the people are to work for six days and rest on the seventh, the land 
is to be sown and its produce reaped for six years. However, every seven years, even the soil is to 
be given a year of rest, just as God’s creatures and the persons made in God’s image are given a rest 
every seven days. 
 
The focus of this instruction is spiritual: this period of Sabbath rest for the land is a Sabbath to the 
Lord. 
 
We are informed that the timetable to be observed with this law is similar to the laws concerning 
both debts and servants.  On the Sabbath Year, debts are to be canceled (some suggest “suspended”) 
in the case of loans made to Israelites (Deuteronomy 15:1-6).  According to the law, it also states 
that a Hebrew servant is to serve for six years, then in the seventh year he or she is to be set free 
(Deuteronomy 15:12). 
 
During the seventh year, when the land lies fallow, no landowner is to lay exclusive claim to 
anything that happens to sprout on its own from the seed that has fallen into the ground from the 
previous year’s harvest. And everyone can eat off the land regardless of whose property it grows 
on. Even the vineyards are to be left “unpruned” (v.5). Thus, the entire land is given the opportunity 
to rest, and not just the part the people have farmed.   
 



To clearly show that God is the ultimate owner of everything, nothing is to be harvested in the 
seventh year. Although no harvesting or reaping occurs, enough food will be available during the 
entire year. The natural produce of the land is even to feed the poor (Exodus 23:1). The people need 
have no fear, for God promises that there will be adequate food for everybody whether Israelite, 
non-Israelites, or animals. 
 
Moreover, enough food is promised in the sixth year to carry the people through this sabbatical 
year. God says in Leviticus 25:21, “I will send you such a blessing in the sixth year that the land 
will yield enough for three years.” The land will experience its rest in the seventh year, the people 
will sow new crops in the eighth year, and the ninth year will be the next year during which crops 
are harvested (v.22).     
 
Note again that the promised land is the Lord’s. And since the Lord is the ultimate caretaker, His 
people must trust that He will produce exactly what the people and the animals need. But, of course, 
these stated blessings and provisions hinge on the people’s faithful obedience to the Lord as 
Leviticus 25:18, 19 makes clear. 
 
Year of Jubilee (Leviticus 25:8-12) 
 
Adding to the Sabbath year that occurs every seventh year, God has another requirement. After 
seven sabbatical years, totaling 49 years, a ram’s horn is to be sounded (v.9) on the tenth day of the 
Day of Atonement. It is to be sounded throughout the land to mark the commencement of the year 
of jubilee (v.9-11) in the fiftieth year. 
 
We should note that the basic reason for God’s gift of the Sabbath was in the first place a 
humanitarian one. It was the one day in the week when a person dare not be compelled to work. By 
law an Israelite could claim a rest day. 
 
But then, as George A.F. Knight pointed out in his commentary on Leviticus, God’s universe is 
one. In the biblical view, we cannot separate humankind from his or her world (environment).  
Humankind is even part of the soil and will return to it at death. 
 
So the forty-ninth year is to be followed by a complete Sabbath for all nature to rejoice in. It is to be 
a “jubilee” year. The word itself comes from the Hebrew for ram’s horn. And since it is to be 
sounded everywhere, it may be the duty of the priests or Levites, who will be assigned territory 
among the people of Israel (Joshua 21). 
 
The Jubilee year is to be hallowed or consecrated (v.10), just as the Sabbath day is set apart to the 
Lord. The writer points out that our word “holiday” derives from the phrase “holy day,” but in 
many cases we have kept the celebration part while not retaining the holiness aspect. The Israelites 



are not to miss the latter. The liberty to be proclaimed throughout the land to all its inhabitants 
every fiftieth year is certainly ample cause for celebration. The people will celebrate it as a Jubilee.  
But they must also be sure to consecrate that year, meaning to set it aside as a holy year. 
 
According to George A.F. Knight, the emphasis of this jubilee is on three things: (1) liberty for all 
(v.10) based upon the fact that God had given Israel liberty from Pharaoh’s cruel oppression; (2) 
Complete relaxation offered to everyone so that families might be reunited in joy and contentment, 
for God loves family life (a man could even reclaim his ancestral property at this Jubilee if he had 
been forced, through misfortunes or debt, to alienate it); and (3) freedom for all growing things to 
recover their natural cycle of life. (Note the fascinating possibility of the renewal of nature bound 
up with the renewal of humankind through the forgiveness that God offers him/her at the Day of 
Atonement). 
 
Now, the announcement of the Year of Jubilee on the same day that the Day of Atonement is 
observed is not an accident. God wants his Covenant people to understand that on the same day that 
reconciliation with him is carried out, a kind of reconciliation among people is to happen as well 
every 50 years. As the people are restored with God spiritually, those who have been separated 
from their homes due to personal setbacks are to be restored to their families and their property. 
Therefore, reconciliation with God is to be lived out in a very practical tangible manner.   
 
As the writer reminds us, the primary purpose of legislation such as that in today’s text is not 
agricultural or economic, although there are indeed benefits to be had along those lines. Rather, the 
primary purpose is spiritual. God’s people are being encouraged to place their faith in the Lord and 
to trust him as the giver of the land to provide for his people. 
 
Sadly, however, the record in the Old Testament shows a people who repeatedly disobeyed God’s 
commands. As God’s people in the southern kingdom of Judah are then into exile, we are told in 2 
Chronicles 36:21 that the land enjoyed Sabbath rests while lying desolate. The land’s rests were 
presumably denied prior to the exile because of the disobedience of God’s people. 
 
New Testament Jubilee 
 
The writer suggests that when we consider what the year of Jubilee signified for God’s people in 
the Old Testament, it is not difficult to see a reference to a new jubilee in Jesus’ declared intent “to 
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free,” as 
he quoted from Isaiah 61 in Luke 4:18.   
 
In one of his great hymns Charles Wesley expressed it like this: “He [Jesus] breaks the power of 
canceled sin, He sets the prisoner free; His blood can make the foulest clean; His blood availed for 
me.” 



 
So Jesus is the one who frees humankind from all our sins and enables us to come home to God.  
The “liberty” of this jubilee is the freedom from sin that Jesus brought about by defeating the devil 
and releasing us from bondage to him (Hebrews 2:14,15). And the jubilee that Jesus began at his 
first coming will reach its fulfillment when he comes again. At that time, another trumpet will 
sound (1 Thessalonians 4:16) and all Christians will finally be liberated from the curse and 
brokenness of sin – to dwell with God forever. “A jubilee for eternity,” the writer stated. 
 
Action Plan 
 

1. Discuss how the Sabbath is applied to the land and why. 
2. Why did the day of jubilee begin on the Day of Atonement? What do you think? 
3. What steps can we take to help fellow Christians to live more fully as beneficiaries of Jesus’ 

jubilee? 
 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 
encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries (halbradyministries.com). 
 
 
Rejoicing in Restoration 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of May 27, 2018 
By Dr. Hal Brady 
 
Spring Quarter: Acknowledging God 
Unit 3: Give Praise to God 
 
Lesson Scripture: Psalm 34:1-10; Hebrews 2:17, 18 
 
Lesson Aims 
 

1. Describe the connection between Psalm 34 and Hebrews 2:17,18. 
2. Give examples of God’s desire and ability to provide for his people. 
3. Encourage one person in the week ahead who feels as though God doesn’t care about his or 

her suffering. 
 
The Apostle Paul referred to himself and the other apostles in very unflattering terms as “the scum 
of the earth” (1 Corinthians 4:13). The writer of the lesson points out that through the years many 
followers of Jesus have felt much the same way. They stuck to their faith regardless of whether it 
was popular or not. These followers have steadfastly proclaimed Christ even when it led to terribly 



adverse circumstances for themselves. Simply put, this world does not claim them. It does not 
appreciate their integrity and commitment to purity and truth. However, God claims them. He 
recognizes them as his children, for he is the father of the afflicted. 
 
There are times during rejection and scorn from the world that it can be difficult to sense God’s 
parental love. In these times, we are much more likely to experience anger and resentment within.  
Yet, we can still know that the pain is only temporary, and we can be encouraged by those who 
have been there and persevered. Two of those who have been there and persevered were David and 
Jesus. Both of them faced affliction, experienced God’s favor, and left behind a powerful witness 
and testimony.   
  
Lesson Background: Psalm 34 
 
The title to Psalm 34 indicates that it was written of the time when David “pretended to be insane 
before Abimelech, who drove him away, and he left.” The incident referred to here is recorded in 1 
Samuel 21:10-15. David was fleeing from his great enemy, King Saul, who wanted to kill him. His 
circumstances seemed to be so desperate that he left his own land and went to the coastal area of the 
Philistines to seek asylum with Achish, the king of Gath. But his reputation for killing “tens of 
thousands” of Philistines had preceded him. Moreover, David seems to have been in danger, 
because the story points out that he was so afraid of Achish that he pretended to be insane in his 
presence, making meaningless marks on the gates of the city and letting the saliva run down his 
beard. The king berated his servants for even bringing such a man into his presence, and David was 
allowed to leave. Undoubtedly, it was a time of great distress for David, one when he desperately 
needed God’s help. And as Psalm 34 makes clear, David received that help and was delivered. 
 
The writer points out that Psalm 34 is an alphabetic “acrostic” poem. This means that each verse 
begins with a letter of the Hebrew alphabet, in consecutive order. In English this would mean 
beginning the first verse with A and beginning the last verse with Z. There are 22 letters in the 
Hebrew alphabet, thus there are 22 verses in Psalm 34. 
 
One further word here about Psalm 34. The first 10 verses contain elements of an individual 
thanksgiving hymn. These verses are a testimony coupled with encouragement to praise and trust 
God. The remaining verses are a set of wise observations based on the psalmist’s experiences. The 
verse before us in our text fall within the thanksgiving section. 
 
Lesson Background: Hebrews  
 
The writer informs us that the two verses from Hebrews come from a different setting altogether.  
We are reminded that the book of Hebrews was written to Christians from a Jewish background 



who were suffering their own version of rejection. They were being ostracized for choosing to 
follow Jesus as Messiah, and the pressure to return to Judaism was intense.   
 
The author of Hebrews, however, urges these Christians to remain steadfast, lest they abandon all 
they have received in Christ (Hebrews 10:32-39). According to the writer, this is why the word 
“better” occurs so often (11 times) in Hebrews: the author of Hebrews is trying to persuade his 
readers that what Christ provides through the new covenant is much better than what the old 
covenant was able to provide. In our text, Hebrews 2:17-18, we see the author’s effort to show why 
Jesus is better (in fact, the perfect) high priest. 
 
Call to Praise (Psalm 34:1-3) 
 
The writer notes that the defining characteristic of Hebrew poetry is “parallelism.” This means 
making a statement and then repeating the thought in slightly different words. We should not 
understand the author to be talking about two different topics. The action of the first half of the 
verse is the same action in the second half. 
 
The beginning verses of Psalm 34 are a testimony by David to God’s goodness, starting with David 
himself praising God and only then inviting others to join him as they exalt God’s name together. 
 
The person who has experienced God’s mercy will naturally look to others to praise God with him 
or her. Corporate worship is one of the natural instincts of the new life of Christ in God’s people. 
 
David makes it clear that he has chosen to adopt a posture of continual “praise” to God. He 
emphasizes that situations of distress and despair (such as described in the psalm’s heading) are 
occasions when God should be blessed and not forgotten or discarded. This is quite a testimony for 
a man on the run to say. He sings a song of praise to God when others might be tempted to curse 
their enemies and feel nothing but self-pity. Therefore, David strives to exalt God at all times – 
even the worst of times. 
 
You and I normally find it easy to praise God in good times, when everything seems to be going our 
way, but hard to boast in the Lord when our circumstances are difficult. Yet David was prepared to 
praise God even when he was in fear for his life. David may have acted like a fool, but he was not 
so foolish as to neglect praise of him who was his only true wisdom. He may have been hiding in a 
cave, but he was also hiding in the palm of God’s hand. 
 
As noted already, David does not keep his rescue to himself. He wants us to know about it. Verse 2 
introduces another party who will be present throughout the verses to follow. The plural Hebrew 
word translated “afflicted” appears also in singular form in verse 6 translated “poor.” Notice that 



verse 6 begins with the specific “this poor man.” David is talking about himself, thus identifying 
with the poverty of his audience. 
 
“Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together” (verse 3).  The idea here is that we 
should glorify and exalt the Lord together, remembering that he will not be magnified and exalted 
as he should be until we do it together. This should also be our unity in the church – glorifying and 
exalting God together. 
 
Caring God (Psalm 34:4-10) 
 
Again, the psalmist shares his own testimony and indirectly invites his audience to seek God. The 
Lord is responsive when his people seek him out (Jeremiah 29:13). 
 
At this point, we see the spiritual content of David’s song of thanksgiving, what he has learned 
from his own experience. Before the worshipping congregation stands a poor man, an ordinary, 
fairly representative Israelite. He (David), simple person that he is, called in great stress to God and 
his prayer for deliverance was answered. David feels that he is a living example of just what God 
can do and is ready to do for all. So let them look at him in their need and have their souls made 
radiant with joy at the strong evidence of God’s help and at the hope that they too may be similarly 
delivered. That they may be also be lifted out of the sense of any sense of shame with which their 
misfortunes have filled them. 
 
Then around the one who looks in reverent dependence on God for help is encamped His angel to 
protect and deliver him. Here the language presumes a more military context. The Angel of the 
Lord forms a protective perimeter “around those who fear” God. “Fear” is a term of reverence and 
respect for God. The passage is reminiscent of Joshua 5:13-15, where Joshua encounters the 
commander of the Lord’s army. Joshua want to know whose side the angel is on. The angel refuses 
to pick sides; God’s angel simply fights for or against whomever God says. If we want God to fight 
for us, we must fear him. Only then can we be confident that he will deliver us. Now, the Lord’s 
protection may not take a visible form (2 Kings 6:15-17), but it is there. 
 
David extols the Lord for his deliverance and answer to prayer (verses 1-7). He declares, “His 
praise will always be on my lips” (verse 1). David’s excitement in the Lord makes him want to 
share with others the joy he has found. So his words of invitation echo through the years, “Taste 
and see that the Lord is good…” (verse 8). 
 
There is no joy that surpasses a personal relationship of trust in God. And such a relationship 
simply must not be kept to ourselves. David knows that any who call upon God will also discover 
his goodness. Therefore, David invites us to eat at God’s table, for only God truly satisfies. 
 



The state of being “blessed” that is experienced by those who take refuge in God is one of sustained 
satisfaction and contentment. The Psalms begin with this same word (Psalm 1:1). 
 
So the psalmist or David summarizes his appeal. Let the members of the congregation of the Lord’s 
holy people revere (fear) Him, for then they will lack nothing, but the godless will experience want 
and hunger. As the writer of Proverbs stated it, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” 
(Proverbs 9:10). 
 
Compassionate Savior (Hebrews 2:17,18) 
 
Psalm 34 focuses on God’s desire and ability to provide for those in need. David experienced this 
reality and eagerly invites his followers to trust the Lord in a likewise fashion. But as the writer of 
the lesson points out, one might reasonably ask how God can know what we really need since he 
himself has never needed anything (Psalm 50:9-13). One might respond by pointing out that since 
God created us, of course he knows what we need. God knows what we need to flourish. 
 
Even so, the writer continues, it is particularly reasonable to ask how God knows what it is like to 
suffer oppression. No one can oppress God. His greatest enemies tremble before him. So God may 
know what our bodies need on a biological level, but how can he relate to us on an emotional level?  
How could he identify with being afflicted? 
 
That’s precisely where the author of Hebrews comes in. He provides us a most convincing reply.  
When God became flesh in Jesus, he entered personally into all the frailty of human existence. In 
the flesh, he suffered everything we do – hunger, poverty, neglect, betrayal, torture, and a terrible 
death. So what God knew to be true as the all-knowing God, he actually experienced as a 
vulnerable human being. 
 
Right there, that experience qualified Jesus to be the perfect “high priest” to mediate between 
humanity and God. As we understand, like us, he experienced temptation; unlike us, he remained 
“faithful” and did not sin (Hebrews 4:15). Therefore, Jesus could become the perfect sacrifice for 
our sins. He was different from the high priest of the old covenant, who had to offer sacrifices for 
their own sins (Hebrews 7:26,27). 
 
So God raised Jesus from the dead, and having ascended into Heaven, Jesus intercedes on our 
behalf (Hebrews 7:25). And though our sin separated and separates us from God, Jesus has 
provided atonement to reconcile us to God by his death on the cross.   
 
We read in Hebrews 2:18, “Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help 
those who are being tempted.” But Jesus didn’t sin, someone says, that disqualifies him. The author 



of Hebrews would disagree. One does not have to sin to relate to sinners. It is enough that Jesus was 
“tempted in every way, just as we are…” (Hebrews 4:15). 
 
Beyond our comprehension, Jesus’ temptations in the wilderness following his baptism (Matthew 
3:13-4:11) and in Gethsemane prior to the cross (Matthew 26:39) had to have been terribly severe. 
But Jesus fully surrendered to his Father’s will. And because Jesus overcame his temptations, he 
became someone who “is able to help those who are being tempted.” That, of course, includes us 
all. 
 
Action Plan 
 

1. Have the class discuss the connection between Psalm 34 and Hebrews 2;17,18. 
2. What life-lessons have you learned about God’s provision? 
3. What practical steps would help our church members to exalt God’s name together? 

 
Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 
encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries (halbradyministries.com). 

 
 
 
The Power of a Noble Dream  
 
By Dr. Hal Brady 
 
In a certain classroom in New Hampshire, a youth was asked to give an oral report to his 
classmates. Each attempt ended in embarrassing failure. Recalling his experience, he confessed: 
“I could not speak before the school. Many a piece did I commit to memory, and recite and 
rehearse in my own room, over and over again, and yet, when the day came, when my name was 
called, and all eyes turned to my seat, I could not raise myself from it. When the occasion was 
over, I went home and wept bitter tears of mortification.” 
 
But note that youth had a dream of being a notable speaker. He decided that he would conquer 
his timidity if it killed him. Did he succeed? To know his name is to have the answer – Daniel 
Wester. And to this day, he is still acclaimed by many as the greatest orator in American history. 
In this illustration, Louise O. Caldwell points out that such is the power of a noble dream. 
 
As he served in captivity, the Old Testament character Nehemiah dreamed of rebuilding the 
broken walls of Jerusalem. However, it seemed such a hopeless task. The walls were in ruins, the 
people were scattered, and everyone was discouraged and despondent. And all around were Arab 
enemies who wanted no strong Jerusalem, doing everything in their power to prevent it. They 
tried both ridicule and persuasion. They put their heads together and plotted, while Nehemiah 
went right on with his efforts. Four times the demand went up, and four times the answer came 
back: “I am doing a great work, and I cannot come down” (Nehemiah 6:3). 



 
It’s the only thing that keeps anybody up or moving – a dream, a vision, a purpose – that’s worth 
giving your life to. How inspiring it is to see a man or woman so caught up in a noble dream that 
nothing can deter him or her. Such was and is the power of Nehemiah’s noble dream. 
 
Dr. Walt Kallestad, innovative minister and author, expressed it this way, “Dreams can help us 
see the invisible, believe the incredible, and achieve the impossible.” 
 
Initially, a noble dream gives direction! “Save yourselves,” said Peter, “from this untoward 
generation” (Acts 2:40). That’s an unusual word, “untoward.” We don’t use it in our modern 
vocabulary. It means “not going toward anything,” going this way and that without direction or 
motivation, running around in circles. 
 
Now, the New Testament tells us that part of the salvations process is to be saved from 
aimlessness, to get ourselves organized around some noble dream, or purpose or vision. 
Aimlessness means to be scattered. Salvation means to be made whole. So what we need in our 
lives is some master passion to hold our scattered lives together. 
 
In the play “Amadeus,” Salieri, the court composer, realizes young Mozart’s genius when he 
hears his music for the first time. He then contemplates his own mediocre gifts by comparison 
and says to the audience, “Is it enough just to have passion?”  
 
If somebody were to ask me that question, “Is it enough just to have passion?” My answer would 
be, “It is not only enough. It is everything.” 
 
We all need to be passionate about something. A noble dream provides us with that. 
 
Next, a noble dream helps us handle criticism! There seems to be an unwritten commandment in 
every area of life which says, “Thou shalt not be different.” The moment anyone begins to be 
different – “moves beyond the beaten path” – look out! He or she will become the target of the 
envious, the suspicious, and sometimes even the malicious. 
 
The late President Roosevelt, speaking of the smear tactic, which is one of the great sins in 
America today, said, “The worst thing about being a president is that you have to be a 
candidate.” 
 
I wonder how many folks who have recently run for public office feel like the late President 
Roosevelt. Isn’t it amazing that in most every election some of the candidates would rather 
criticize their opponents than state what they are for and how their election would be beneficial 
for a better society? 
 
The point is that mediocrity resents excellence. But don’t imagine that you can stand taller or 
cleaner than the rest without being ridiculed or criticized.  
 
Nehemiah had the answer to this dilemma. He said, “I’m doing a great work...” 
 



And then, a noble purpose will empower us to withstand discouragement! Even a casual glance 
at our modern culture will enable us see much pessimism and discouragement all around. So how 
does a person keep hope alive in these discouraging times? 
 
Again, we take our cue from Nehemiah and other biblical giants like him. Remember, “they did 
not come down.” They were held up by a noble dream, a dream that consisted of God’s eternal 
power. And they kept their hands to the task of making that dream or purpose come true. 
 
On one of the “60 Minutes” segments a few years ago, the late Mike Wallace was interviewing 
one of the Sherpa guides from Nepal who help climbers reach the top of Mount Everest. 
“Why do you do it?” Wallace asked. “To help others do something they cannot do on their own,” 
answered the guide. “But there are so many risks, so many dangers,” said Wallace. “Why do you 
insist on taking people to the top of that mountain?” 
 
The guide smiled and said, “It’s obvious that you have never been to the top.” 
 
Nehemiah stated, “I am doing a great work and I cannot come down.” A noble dream will keep 
us going. 
 
Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and 
offer encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries 
(halbradyministries.com).  
 

 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. Griffin Thompson 
Services for Reverend Griffin Edward Thompson, 91, were held Monday, May 7, 2018, at 
Deepstep United Methodist Church. Interment followed at Washington County Memorial 
Gardens in Sandersville. Dr. Stan Littleton, Rev. Larry Giles, Rev. Chad Watkins and Rev. Jason 
McClendon officiated. 

Rev. Thompson was born November 15, 1926. A native of Wilkinson County, he attended 
Georgia Southern College where he earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Education. He later 
received his Master’s Degree in Education from Georgia College in Milledgeville. Following his 
college career, he accepted his first job as principal of Warthen Elementary School. It was in 
Warthen that he met the love of his life, Elizabeth Bussell. He was 22 and she was 17. The two 
married August 7, 1949, after a three-month courtship. Rev. Thompson then served as principal 
of Deepstep School from 1951 to 1964, and then as a teacher of American Government at 
Washington County High School from 1967 to 1970. In 1968, Rev. Thompson completed a 
course of study in Theology at Emory University. He served 62 years in the South Georgia 
Conference, pastoring at Deepstep, Bartow, Adrian, Wrens, Brewton Charge, Gibson, Zoar, and 
Vidette. He retired in 2016 at the age of 89. Rev. Thompson went to be with his Savior on 
Friday, May 4, 2018, at his home following an extended illness. 



Rev. Thompson was preceded in death by his parents, Clarence and Reba Thompson; his 
brothers, Wilbur, Ray, and Jack; his daughter-in-law, Dianne Thompson; and his grandson, 
Scotty Thompson. 

Survivors include his wife of 68 years, Elizabeth Thompson; three children, Scott Thompson 
(Kathleen), Jane Stanley (Stuart), and Brian Thompson (Wanda); his sister, Joyce Miller 
(Charles); a brother, Guy Thompson (Georgia); his grandchildren, Shannon Epperson (Chris), 
Lori Bryan (Robert), Leah Bethea (Reid), and Patrick Thompson; eight great-great 
grandchildren; several nieces, nephews, and cousins. 

Pallbearers were Reid Bethea, Robert Bryan, Christopher Epperson Sr., Christopher Epperson 
Jr., Joel Stanley, Kevin Thompson Ronnie Thompson and Patrick Thompson. Dr. Chris 
Sheppard, Dr. Rick Halvorsen, Jimmy Dixon, Dalyn Holdeman, Delwyn Peters, and Jan Rachels 
served as honorary pallbearers. 

The family would like to express sincerest gratitude to Dr. Chris Sheppard, Care South Home 
Health and Homestead Hospice, as well as his loving caregivers, Annie Holdeman, Becky Peters, 
and Connie Peters. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Helping Hands Charitable, 135 Main 
Street, P.O. Box 337, Tallulah Falls, GA 30573. 

Visit www.JamesFHWrens.com to sign the guestbook and to post condolences.  

 

Scripture Readings – May 15 
 
May 20 
Day of Pentecost 
Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b (UMH 826) 
Romans 8:22-27 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
 
May 27 
Trinity Sunday 
Isaiah 6:1-8 
Psalm 29 (UMH 761) 
Romans 8:12-17 
John 3:1-17 
 

June 3 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Samuel 3:1-20 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (UMH 854) 
2 Corinthians 4:5-12 



Mark 2:23-3:6 
 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 5/15/2018 edition 
 
Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training, Statesboro – May 19 
An Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training will be held Saturday, May 19 at Pittman Park 
UMC in Statesboro. The ERT basic training will run from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. The Chainsaw 
training will be held from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. Register here. Early Response Team Trainings help 
equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate aftermath of a disaster. At the training, 
participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the course will receive 
an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before receiving badges. 
Please provide proof of background check. Safe Sanctuaries background checks are applicable. 
Lunch is also included in the cost. Chainsaw training requirements: complete and pass ERT 
training offered in the morning or hold current ERT badge. Instructors are Chris and Susan 
Hughes (for questions, contact Susan at 912-423-9381). Cost: $25.00 Basic ERT, $6 additional 
for chainsaw/ $12.00 Chainsaw only with current ERT badge 
 
Peace with Justice Sunday – May 27 
Peace with Justice Sunday enables The United Methodist Church to have a voice in advocating 
for peace and justice through a broad spectrum of global programs. Click here for resources to 
help promote this special Sunday. 
 
2018 Annual Conference Session – June 3-5 
The 2018 South Georgia Annual Conference session will be held June 3-5, 2018, at the Jekyll 
Island Convention Center on Jekyll Island. All information related to the annual conference 
session will be posted on the conference website, www.sgaumc.org/annualconference. 
 
Camp Connect: High School Camp – June 11-15 
Students entering grades 9-12 as well as graduating seniors are eligible for High School Camp. 
Tailored toward the unique time in a high school student's life, this week of camp is filled with 
fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, art, hilarious morning shows, and evenings of 
camp-wide games and worship. Stay tuned as more activities are in the works! High School 
Camp is held at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3:00 pm on Monday 
and conclude at 11:00 am on Friday (no lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in 
a cabin for the week. Counselors are provided. Visit www.campconnectumc.org for all the 
details. Contact the Office of Connectional Ministries at (912) 638-8626 with any questions. 
 
Wesley Glen Day – June 17 
Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special offering to support the 
ministry of Wesley Glen. To learn more about Wesley Glen and its great ministry, visit 
www.wesleyglenministries.com.  
 



Camp Connect: Middle School Camp 1 – June 18-22 
Middle School Camps, intended for rising 6th-8th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth 
of fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, crafts, games galore, hilarious morning shows, 
and evenings of camp-wide games and worship. Both Middle School Camps are held at Epworth 
By The Sea on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3:00 pm on Monday and conclude at 11:00 
am on Friday (no lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week. 
Counselors are provided. Visit www.campconnectumc.org for all the details. Contact the Office 
of Connectional Ministries at (912) 638-8626 with any questions. 
 
Camp Connect: Middle School Camp 2 – June 25-29 
Middle School Camps, intended for rising 6th-8th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth 
of fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, crafts, games galore, hilarious morning shows, 
and evenings of camp-wide games and worship. Both Middle School Camps are held at Epworth 
By The Sea on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3:00 pm on Monday and conclude at 11:00 
am on Friday (no lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week. 
Counselors are provided. Visit www.campconnectumc.org for all the details. Contact the Office 
of Connectional Ministries at (912) 638-8626 with any questions. 


