
SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE – PRE-ANNUAL CONFERENCE EDITION 
 

Annual Conference session begins Sunday 
 
The 152nd session of the South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church will 
convene June 3 through June 5 at the Jekyll Island Convention Center on Jekyll Island. 

Bishop R. Lawson Bryan, leading his second annual conference session, will guide South 
Georgia United Methodists in times of worship, business, and celebration of our lives together in 
Christ. 

Gathering under the theme of “Alive Together in Worship,” the annual conference session will 
celebrate the ways South Georgia churches have made efforts and gains over the past year in 
worship vitality.  

The annual conference will also be given tools to help in planning ministry and engaging in 
conversations around a “Way Forward” for The United Methodist Church. 

For full 2018 Annual Conference session details, read below or 
visit www.sgaumc.org/annualconference. 

Click here to read emails sent out by Conference Secretary Dr. Jay Harris 

 

Annual Conference materials available for download 

All documents for the 2018 Annual Conference Session are online and available for download 
and printing, if desired, at www.sgaumc.org/acdocs. You will need these documents as business 
is conducted. Please note that no copies of these documents will be available at Annual 
Conference. 

 

Live stream of Annual Conference Session begins June 3 

Those who are not able to attend the 2018 South Georgia Annual Conference session may watch 
the conference in its entirety via live stream at www.sgaumc.org/aclivestreaming. 

The live stream link will be available through the Annual Conference session’s duration, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday, June 3 through the Fixing the Appointments/Sending Forth 
Service on Tuesday, June 5. Those with internet access can experience events, worship services, 
and plenary sessions as if they were attending in person.  



 

Multimedia at AC 

Social Media 
Follow the action of the conference  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sgaumc 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/sgaumc - #sgaumc 
Instagram 
Use #sgaumc to join the Twitter conversation and to tag your Instagram photos. 

Stay connected throughout Annual Conference at www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  

Get the App 
Navigate the conference website more easily by downloading the free SGAUMC app! Available 
for iPhones, iPads and Droid mobile devices. Click here for more information and to download. 

Wrap-up 
A daily wrap-up will be posted at the end of each day on the conference 
website, www.sgaumc.org/annualconference. The 2018-2019 appointment book will be available 
Tuesday afternoon at the conclusion of Annual Conference. A bulletin insert will also be made 
available to use in your local church to share the happenings of the Annual Conference session. 

 

South Georgia delegates to revote on proposed constitutional amendment 

Delegates to the 2018 South Georgia Annual Conference, meeting June 3-5 on Jekyll Island, will 
revote on a proposed amendment to the UMC constitution dealing with women’s equality. 

It was announced May 10 that an error had been made in the text of proposed Constitutional 
Amendment I as it was presented to annual conferences for voting.  The amendment needed 66.7 
percent of the votes to pass and only received 66.5. 

The amendment was among five constitutional amendments approved by the 2016 General 
Conference and presented to annual conferences for vote in 2017. Amendment I was one of two 
that did not pass. A sentence that should not have been included was removed by a vote of 746-
56 of the 2016 General Conference but was inadvertently included in the version that was 
distributed. 

That sentence read: 

“The United Methodist Church recognizes it is contrary to Scripture and to logic to say that God 
is male or female, as maleness and femaleness are characteristics of human bodies and cultures, 
not characteristics of the divine.” 

That sentence should have read: 



“As the Holy Scripture reveals, both men and women are made in the image of God and, 
therefore, men and women are of equal value in the eyes of God. The United Methodist Church 
acknowledges the long history of discrimination against women and girls. The United Methodist 
Church shall confront and seek to eliminate discrimination against women and girls, whether in 
organizations or in individuals, in every facet of its life and in society at large. The United 
Methodist Church shall work collaboratively with others to address concerns that threaten 
women’s and girl’s equality and well-being.” 

The proposed Constitutional Amendment I, which would have created a new paragraph in the 
UMC Book of Discipline focused on gender justice, was approved by 31,304 voters (66.5 
percent) and opposed by 15,753 voters at worldwide annual conferences. A two-thirds majority 
is required for passage. 

Delegates to the 2017 South Georgia Annual Conference session voted 842-401 in favor of 
Amendment I. 

South Georgia Conference delegates will revote on Amendment I Tuesday morning, June 5. The 
vote will be on Amendment I only. 

For detailed information about who is eligible to vote, visit www.sgaumc.org/votingrights.  

  

2019 Conference budget reduced by nearly 6 percent 

The Council on Finance and Administration (CF&A) is proposing a 2019 budget that is a nearly 
6 percent decrease from the 2018 budget of $10,662,813. The proposed 2019 budget, to be 
presented to and voted upon at the 2018 Annual Conference session, is $10,062,826. 

Most of the decrease is due to a reduction in the Pre-82 pension apportionment of $650,400. The 
proposed 2019 budget does include a salary increase for conference staff of 2.5 percent and a 
raise for Cabinet-level staff, along with associated increased taxes and benefits. If the budget is 
passed, the amount that will be apportioned to local churches in 2019 will be $10,062,826. 

“Both CF&A and our Board of Pensions are very pleased to be able to lower our Pre-82 pension 
apportionment,” said Dr. Derek W. McAleer, Conference Treasurer. “Back in the late 1980s we 
entered into an agreement with churches in the conference to pay off this pension liability over 
three decades, and the churches have done their part. I am particularly thankful for the wise way 
my predecessor, Miriam Hagan, managed these funds over the years. Because of her 
stewardship, we are able to reduce the asking ahead of what we originally planned and still meet 
our full obligation by the December 2021 deadline.”  

CF&A projects a deficit of $412,978, assuming the Conference collect’s 92 percent of 
apportionments, spends 100 percent of the Conference budget, pays 92 percent of the General 
Church apportionments, and receives $25,000 in investment income. The projected deficit can be 
lowered if more than 92 percent is collected and/or less than 100 percent of the budget is spent or 
if additional investment and miscellaneous income is collected. The projected deficit is also 



likely to be lower because the Conference rarely spends 100 percent of budgeted items, Dr. 
McAleer said. 

CF&A also projected a deficit in 2017, but revenues and expenses actually produced a positive 
surplus of $185,676. The same was true in 2016, except the surplus totaled $145,918. 

Congregations have been generous in their apportionment giving, and in 2017, for the third 
straight year, apportionment giving in the South Georgia Conference was above 90 percent. 

Click here to view the proposed 2019 budget (CFA Report #6). 

 

CBOP responds to 2017 motion about family health insurance 

In response to a motion made during the 2017 Annual Conference session which directed the 
South Georgia Conference Board of Pensions and Health Benefits (CBOP) to “revisit the subject 
of family health insurance policies specifically focused on finding options that will lower the 
premium,” the CBOP Insurance Subcommittee met regularly during the past year to study 
options to creatively lower insurance costs for clergy and their families. 

After thorough research which included a survey of 39 annual conference, the CBOP did not find 
a new way of lowering costs and expanding coverage to include families.  

“We recommend the conference stay under our current plan, offering full coverage to our 
clergy,” said Dr. Scott Hagan, a member of the Conference Board of Pensions and Health 
Benefits and senior pastor of Bonaire United Methodist Church. “We believe this is the best 
balance between offering benefits to our clergy but also keeping costs down to local churches.” 

During their research, 39 annual conferences were surveyed about their provision for health 
coverage. Of those 39 annual conferences, three offer no health insurance, 23 participate in 
HealthFlex, and 13 offer plans not designed by Wespath/HealthFlex. The South Georgia Annual 
Conference uses HealthFlex for clergy health insurance. 

According to the survey, South Georgia’s costs fall in the mid-high range for coverage but are 
not the highest of the 39 studied. Like 14 other conferences, South Georgia offers the full range 
of HealthFlex plan options from which its clergy may choose. 

Two important factors in the cost of insurance are the number and cost of claims and the risk 
pool. South Georgia, as a smaller conference, has fewer people in its pool to insure which makes 
costs higher.  

“Our committee has spent more time looking closely at the various ways and options to 
creatively lower costs not just for our clergy, but also their families,” Dr. Hagan said. “We’re 
trying to communicate, as a committee, what we’ve learned about the cost of health insurance 
and what drives rates and premiums and what it means to share our rates together. We want to 



serve as a guide to the entire annual conference; we want to help all of our local churches and 
our clergy make the best decisions so we can serve God’s kingdom in the best possible ways.” 

For more information about the CBOP’s work, including informational videos and white pages 
that explain insurance, premiums, and more, visit www.sgaumc.org/insurance.  

 

Conference to consider, vote on two resolutions 

Two resolutions have been presented for consideration and vote by the 2018 South Georgia 
Annual Conference. Resolutions, once approved by the Annual Conference, are statements that 
represent the position of the conference on a subject. 

The first, the “Christian Spirituality Task Force” resolution, was written and submitted by four 
South Georgia pastors and one lay member of the annual conference. It calls on the presiding 
bishop to appoint a task force to study how the conference can more effectively train and educate 
clergy and laity in the practice of personal and corporate spiritual disciplines. It also calls for the 
task force to consider ministry opportunities that would help deepen peoples’ understanding and 
practice of spiritual disciplines. 

The second resolution, submitted by five members of Fort Valley United Methodist Church, calls 
on the South Georgia Conference to, “affirm the present standards of our Discipline” and also, if 
passed, resolves that the Secretary of the Annual Conference, within 60 days, share a copy of the 
resolution and the vote count with the head of the General Conference delegation of each annual 
conference along with a request for the resolution to be shared with the delegations. 

The resolutions will be presented to the annual conference Monday afternoon, June 4. 

Read the resolutions in their entirety here.  

 

Annual Conference Special Offering to benefit South Georgia, U.S., global health 
initiatives 

United Methodists are committed to health, wholeness, and offering hope.  

Local congregations offer feeding ministries to help children receive nourishing food when they 
aren’t at school, mission teams travel overseas to help dig and install water wells in faraway 
countries, and United Methodists from around the conference faithfully give to assist clergy 
when they are faced with special needs. 

During this year’s Annual Conference session, South Georgia United Methodists have the 
opportunity to give gifts of hope to enrich the health and lives of people in South Georgia, the 
United States, and around the world.  



Givers may choose to designate their gifts to one or more projects, or they may leave them 
undesignated and the Conference will divide the funds between the Abundant Health Advance 
#3021770 and the Special Relief Fund for South Georgia Clergy.  

Abundant Health projects: 

• Water filters 
o A gift of $2,000 will provide 50 water filters, allowing women and children to 

access clean, safe drinking water. 
• Smokeless stoves 

o A gift of $1,040 will provide eight smokeless stoves to households with children 
having recurrent health concerns. 

• Fortified peanut meal nutrition 
o A gift of $600 will provide 10 children with a six-month course of fortified peanut 

meal nutrition. 
• Health care packages 

o A gift of $500 will provide health packages for 40 pregnant women which 
includes prenatal care and immunizations for children. 

• At-risk youth intervention in U.S. 
o A gift of $250 will help combat the opioid crisis in the United States by 

sponsoring one at-risk youth for one year to complete resistance and intervention 
programs. 

• Special relief for South Georgia clergy 
o A gift of $100 will provide financial assistance for South Georgia clergy who face 

excess medical bills through the Fund of Special Relief. 

“This special offering focus is a great way for our local churches, collectively, to have a 
significant impact and transform lives here in South Georgia, the US, and around the world,” 
said Allison Lindsey, associate director of Connectional Ministries. “Our denomination’s 
Abundant Health initiative is committed to holistic well-being and supporting health and 
wellness so we can all live abundant lives. There are many ways that churches can have on-going 
participation in this initiative, and we will be highlighting some of these opportunities at Annual 
Conference, one of which will involve hula hoops! I hope everyone is ready to have some fun 
this year and get a little active!”  

The 2018 Annual Conference Special Offering is in partnership with Global Ministries’ Global 
Health focus of extending health interventions to one million children by 2020. Learn more 
about the Abundant Health Initiative and ways a local church can partner with Global Ministries 
in mission and ministry from “Everywhere to Everywhere” by visiting 
www.umcabundanthealth.org.  

Every congregation is encouraged to collect an offering prior to Annual Conference. It will then 
be presented during the Opening Worship service. 
 



For more detailed information and to download a bulletin insert to use to promote the special 
offering, visit www.sgaumc.org/specialoffering. 

 

Annual Conference Mission Emphasis 

Agencies within the bounds of our Annual Conference are changing lives. They are the hands 
and feet of Jesus Christ as they help to meet the most basic of needs. We are grateful for their 
work and want to show our gratitude. Each of the agencies listed below will have a collection 
box in the lobby. They have selected an item that will help them in their day-to-day operation. So 
choose one or choose several and let’s help fill up their boxes!  

• Magnolia Manor: Jigsaw/word search puzzles, hardback books, $10 Walmart gift cards, 
Kleenex 

• Methodist Home: Personal hygiene items (soap, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste) 
• Open Door: Travel size personal hygiene items and small journals 
• Vashti: $10 Walmart gift cards, CEB Student Bibles, sturdy book bags 
• Wesley Community Centers: baby wipes, pocket size facial tissues, hand sanitizer  
• Wesley Glen: Dove body wash, Aveeno or Eucerin lotions, adult wipes, regular size 

boxes of Kleenex, pocket size boxes of Kleenex 

South Georgia United Methodists are encouraged to send their donations to the Annual 
Conference session with their pastor(s) or their charge-wide lay member(s). 

 

2018 Book of Recommendations & Reports 

The 2018 Book of Recommendations and Reports (BOR) for the South Georgia Annual 
Conference is available for purchase and download. 

Business items for the 2018 Annual Conference session are contained in the Book of 
Recommendations and Reports (BOR). One of the purposes of the BOR is to encourage 
delegates to read the recommendations, reports, and resolutions prior to arriving at conference. A 
good delegate is a prepared delegate. 

As it's always been, the BOR will be an invaluable resource prior to and throughout the Annual 
Conference session. The BOR is available for download as a PDF file at no cost in its entirety or 
in sections. You can also purchase it for $5 (plus tax and shipping) as a professionally bound 
book here, through lulu.com*. 

 

Court OKs submission of other petitions for GC2019 



The United Methodist Church’s top court has ruled that other petitions — in addition to 
legislation from the Council of Bishops — can be submitted for the 2019 special session of 
General Conference. 
 
Any organization, as well as clergy members and lay members, can file a petition for the 2019 
special session of General Conference, which is devoted to working through a longstanding 
impasse over homosexuality. Those petitions must be “in harmony with the purpose stated in the 
call” for the special session, the United Methodist Judicial Council said in Decision 1360. 
 
In its analysis, the court cited Paragraph 14 of the church’s constitution in declaring that 
“petitions which are in harmony with any business which may be proposed in the Bishops’ 
Report are allowed.” 
 
The decision was posted May 25 on the Judicial Council’s website after the conclusion of its 
meeting at the Hilton Orrington Hotel. 
 
The denomination’s Council of Bishops had requested a declaratory decision on whether 
petitions inconsistent with the bishops’ own report could be considered at the Special General 
Conference, set for Feb. 23-26, 2019, in St. Louis. General Conference is the top legislative body 
of The United Methodist Church. 
 
Although the bishops have talked about the broad outlines of the report, it has yet to be made 
public. Judicial Council held a May 22 oral hearing on the request before beginning its 
deliberations on a declaratory decision. 
 
The purpose of the call for the special session “is limited to receiving and acting upon a report 
from the Council of Bishops based on the recommendations of the Way Forward,” the Judicial 
Council noted in its ruling. 
 
“It is the obligation of the General Conference to determine, in the first instance, through its 
committees, officers and presiders, acting in accordance with The Discipline and the rules and 
procedures of the General Conference, whether any such petition is ‘in harmony,’” the ruling 
said. 
 
Business deemed not “in harmony” is not permitted unless approved by a two-thirds vote of 
General Conference, Judicial Council said. 
 
Established after General Conference 2016 put petitions related to human sexuality on hold amid 
open talk of a denominational split, the Commission on a Way Forward finished its work this 
year. 
 
The Council of Bishops said it was sharing the commission’s work, which was conducted at 
closed meetings, and recommending the One Church Plan for legislative action by the special 
General Conference. That plan would loosen current restrictions on same-sex weddings and gay 
clergy at the conference and local levels. The council also will provide supplementary materials 
about two other options, the Traditionalist Plan and the Connectional Conference Plan. 



 
In an end note attached to the decision’s “statement of facts” section, the court cited Judicial 
Council Decision 424 in raising the question of “of whether a special commission created by the 
General Conference can report to a body other than the General Conference. 
 
“Specifically, is the Commission on a Way Forward amenable to the General Conference or the 
Council of Bishops, and can it present its findings and report to the General Conference through 
the Council?” 
 
The language in “An Offering for a Way Forward,” approved by General Conference 2016, 
“strongly suggests”  the commission’s work was the only rationale for calling a special session, 
the end note said. 
 
In the analysis of its decision to allow other petitions, Judicial Council cited Paragraph 507 of the 
Book of Discipline, the denomination’s law book, which allows for a petition from organizations 
and clergy or lay members “if it meets the criteria set forth therein.” There is no distinction 
“whether such petitions are to a regular or special session of General Conference,” the court said. 
 
The analysis also noted that Paragraph 14 of the church’s constitution does not restrict the filing 
of petitions in a special session “as long as the business proposed to be undertaken in such 
petition is in harmony with the purposed stated in the call. Therefore, petitions which are in 
harmony with any business which may be proposed in the Bishops’ Report are allowed.” 
 
In an opinion that concurred in part and dissented in part, Beth Capen, a lay member of Judicial 
Council, wrote that while she agreed with her colleagues “on some points,” she believed that the 
2019 General Conference should not receive other petitions “because its purpose is limited to the 
report emanating from the work of the Commission on a Way Forward.” 
 
Bloom is the assistant news editor for United Methodist News Service and is based in New York. 

 

Bishops, The Upper Room launch Phase 3 of Praying our Way Forward 

Bishop Bryan has a plan for how the South Georgia Annual Conference will implement Phase 3 
of Praying our Way Forward. It will be announced in the coming weeks. 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C.  -- The Council of Bishops, in partnership with The Upper Room, is 
launching Phase 3 of Praying our Way Forward. Phase 1 involved 84 members of the Council of 
Bishops praying for The United Methodist Church’s way forward for 15 minutes daily, from 
August to December 2016. This was followed by Phase 2, which resulted in 18 continuous 
months of daily individual and corporate prayer by faithful members of annual conferences 
around the globe. 
 
“Now we are ready to launch Phase 3, which begins June 3 and continues through the Special 
Session of General Conference in February 2019.  In this phase, we are encouraging every 



United Methodist to fast weekly and to pray daily with the Council of Bishops,” said Bishop Al 
Gwinn, the Prayer Team Coordinator. 
 
In Phase 3, all United Methodists are invited to: 

1. Engage in a weekly Wesleyan 24-hour fast from Thursday after dinner to Friday mid-
afternoon.  Those who have health situations causing food fasts to be unadvisable might consider 
fasting from social media, emails or another daily activity. 
 
2. Pause and pray for our church’s mission and way forward daily for four minutes from 2:23 
through 2:26 a.m. or p.m. in their own time zone OR at another time.  This is because the Special 
Session of General Conference will be held February 23 through February 26, 2019.  
 
3. Pray using a weekly prayer calendar that will be posted on the UMCPrays.org website 
from June 2, 2018, through the end of February 2019. The calendar will list a unique cluster of 
names each week. The names will balance United States bishops and delegates with Central 
Conference bishops and delegates. It will also include General Secretaries, Commission on a 
Way Forward members, the Commission of the General Conference and the staff of the General 
Conference. 

 “We urge every Annual Conference to use the video available on the umcprays.org website to 
promote Phase 3 of Praying Our Way Forward.  There will also be a local church media kit with 
downloadable resources including logos, social media posts, and bulletin inserts available by 
Memorial Day,” said Tom Albin, director of Spiritual Formation for The Upper Room. 

Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett, Council of Bishops Life Together chair, added: “We believe that 
the acts of weekly fasting and prayer will help us approach General Conference both individually 
and corporately in a posture of humility and receptivity to one another and to the leadership of 
God’s Holy Spirit,” 

For more details, visit UMCPrays.org. 

 

Less than two weeks until CAMP CONNECT!! 
 
Camp Connect, the camping ministry of the South Georgia Conference, gives children and youth 
the opportunity to spend a week away from normal everyday life in the beauty of God’s creation 
with people who seek to share Christ in the everyday. 
 
With a “Blueprints” theme this summer, a week at Camp Connect will teach campers what God’s 
design for their life looks like. Diving into scripture and sharing life stories will show them they 
are created in God’s image and created for a purpose. 
 
“My prayer, as each camper registration comes through, is that everyone will have the 
opportunity to encounter Christ in a powerful, life-changing way during their week at camp,” 



said Suzanne Akins, Camp Director. “There is something so rare and unique about shutting down 
technology, looking eye to eye with people, sharing meals, laughing, playing, and worshipping 
together day after day, night after night.” 
 
Five camps are scheduled for the summer; one week for high school students; two weeks for 
middle school students and two weeks for elementary students. Held at Epworth By The Sea on 
St. Simons Island, the week-long camps run from June 11 through July 20. Rising fourth grade 
students through seniors in high school will grow in their faith through Camp Connect camps. 
 
Each morning at camp begins with a Morning Show, an interactive high-energy gathering with 
music, skits, and announcements for the day. From there, each team's day is filled with 
swimming, marsh walks, trips to the beach, fishing, Bible studies, art, and indoor/outdoor games. 
Each evening is a camp-wide activity bringing out the best of competitions. Camp closes each 
night with a worship service of meaningful skits, powerful music, testimonies and relevant 
speakers. 
 
College students who are committed to serving Christ through working with children and youth 
during the summer are the full-time camp counselors. Each staff member has been interviewed 
by the Camp Ministry Team, passed a background check, attended 10 days of training, and is 
supervised by Camp Director Suzanne Akins. 
 
For more information, visit www.campconnectumc.org or call (912) 638-8626. 
 
 
 
Justice and Sabbath Laws 
 
Spring Quarter: Justice in the New Testament 
Unit 1: God Is Just and Merciful 
 
Sunday School lesson for the week of June 3, 2018 
By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 
 
Scripture Lesson: Matthew 12:1-14 
 
Purpose: To discover how the Law enhances our lives as God’s people.  
 
Key Verse: If you had known what this means, I want mercy and not sacrifice, you wouldn’t 
have condemned the innocent. (Matthew 12:7)  
 
Introduction  
 
The Adult Bible Studies Summer 2018 Series’ theme is Justice in the New Testament.  Most of 
the lessons are centered on God’s desires and Jesus’ demand for justice and mercy as a Kingdom 
work. The lessons convey those who are in the new life in Christ demonstrate this by their 
actions that serve God’s just and merciful nature. Followers must not give up on imitating God’s 



nature as long as injustice exists. The series lessons will predominantly come from the Matthew 
texts as well as other texts. The lessons will teach about the Law with God’s mercy as a divine 
balance for those followers of Jesus Christ. 
 
The text in context 
 
The writer of the lesson begins with an overview of what was happening before the controversy 
with the Pharisees over Jesus’ disciples “breaking the Sabbath law” (Matthew 12:2). We read 
that Jesus 1) gave instructions to the disciples (learners) on various matters (11:1) and 2) John 
the Baptist sends a question by his disciples to Jesus asking, “Are you the one who is to come, or 
should we look for another” (11:2). To stress the “political” adversarial relationship the rulers 
had towards God’s people, John is later beheaded over conflict with Herod and his family. Jesus 
also endures the grief of political adversaries as well as religious enemies. Upon Jesus receiving 
the news about John, he departs by boat to be alone (14:13).  
 
We read in Chapter 11 that Jesus continues his mission of teaching and instructing the disciples 
and those gathered. (Jesus is a perfect model of how we should continue our mission and works 
even during difficult times.) The text tells us he is teaching about the judgment of unrepentance 
and pronouncing to some of the cities that he is the one that will disclose who God is (11:28). 
Now, to the Bible Lesson, at the beginning of Chapter 12, Jesus is teaching and explaining the 
importance of the Law and engages it within the context of humanity.   
 
The Bible lesson  
 
Questions from the Pharisees 
 
Matthew 12:1-2: At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the sabbath; his disciples 
were hungry, and they began to pluck heads of grain and to eat. When the Pharisees saw it, they 
said to him, “Look, your disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath.” 
 
The lesson’s writer reminds us the Biblical culture in Jesus’ time was that working on the 
Sabbath was strictly forbidden, and it is the same for the Jewish practice today, and defying this 
law was a violation of the sacred Sabbath law. As a point of reference, the writer mentions other 
observant laws such as the “preparation and eating of food, building things, slaughtering animals, 
and determining how far a person could walk without being judged as working on the Sabbath (a 
Sabbath’s day journey).” The lesson’s text is the focus of debates between Jesus and the 
Pharisees about what is lawful on the Sabbath. The Pharisees’ real question is an accusation 
towards Jesus as to why he was allowing his disciples to violate the sacred Sabbath law. 
However, the writer makes the point that Jesus by this time had cast out demons (Matthew 8:28 
and following) and answered questions on fasting (9:14 and following) and knew how to counter 
accusations. Let’s see how he addresses the Pharisees’ question.  
	
Jesus’ response to the Pharisees 
	

Matthew 12:3-5: He said to them, “Have you not read what David did when he and his 
companions were hungry? He entered the house of God and ate the bread of the Presence, which 
it was not lawful for him or his companions to eat, but only for the priests. Or have you not read 



in the law that on the sabbath the priests in the temple break the sabbath and yet are guiltless?  
 
The writer comments that Jesus’ response in using King David was one that no one could argue 
with because King David could be considered “one of the greatest political and military heroes 
of their nation” and argues whatever he did was acceptable except the David and Bathsheba 
story. What we read is Jesus questioning the Pharisees about David and his soldiers that were 
hungry and how they ate the bread of the presence in collusion with Ahimelech the priest (1 
Samuel 21:1-6). The writer says Jesus makes the theological point through the story of David 
and his companions (means “together with bread”) that occasionally attending to the needs of 
humanity will be more important than obeying the ritual law. However, his answer does not end 
with the King David story as he engages in the priest and temple story from Numbers 28:9-10. 
From this text, he makes the point that the priests labored in the temple on the Sabbath day but 
were considered innocent of violating the Sabbath law. In other words, since the priests worked 
on the Sabbath in service of the Kingdom then undoubtedly them serving the human needs of the 
disciples would also be the kingdom of heaven works and not a law violation. 
 
Ask 1) What is their cultural ritual as it pertains to the Sabbath? 2) What is their Sabbath ritual 
practice today? 2) How do you feel about Jesus’ responses to the Sabbath Law?   
 
Jesus is greater than the Temple  

Matthew 12:6-8: I tell you, something greater than the temple is here. But if you had known 
what this means, ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the 
guiltless.  For the Son of Man is lord of the sabbath.”  

The writer conveys that Jesus must have had the listeners’ minds in a state of wonderment with 
this temple reference and refers to him as being cryptically revelatory at times when he refers to 
himself as the “Son of Man,” more than 25 times in the New Revised Standard Version. In the 
Common English Bible’s translation, Jesus refers to himself as the “Human One,” an Aramaic 
and Greek expression which has a sense of “a human such as I.” These expressions are to remind 
us that Jesus is greater than the Temple. Jesus is also conveying that God has made him the 
Messiah with this new interpretation of the Law. The writer characterizes this as Jesus’ 
“human/divine authority to redefine what it means for his followers to obey the ritual law.” He 
also notes for us not to paint the Pharisees with a broad stroke as bad people, but to consider their 
intent to preserve the ritual law that was being violated in their culture and to consider their 
perspective that Jesus had overstepped his authority. 

Ask: Do you think you would have understood Jesus’ cryptic revelations given to the audience 
during that time? Do you see Sabbath law violations today, or do you believe the Sabbath law is 
relevant today? 

The controversy continues 

Matthew 12:9-14: He left that place and entered their synagogue; a man was there with a 
withered hand, and they asked him, “Is it lawful to cure on the sabbath?” so that they might 
accuse him. He said to them, “Suppose one of you has only one sheep and it falls into a pit on 



the sabbath; will you not lay hold of it and lift it out?  How much more valuable is a human 
being than a sheep! So it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath. Then he said to the man, “Stretch 
out your hand.” He stretched it out, and it was restored, as sound as the other. But the Pharisees 
went out and conspired against him, how to destroy him.  

The Pharisees’ accusatory drama continues as they confront Jesus about healing the man with the 
withered hand on the Sabbath and accuses him of violating the Law. The writer reminds us it was 
a violation of Sabbath law to heal, reap, thresh, and winnow. However, Jesus counters their 
question with the scenario of the troubled sheep, making the point they would show mercy and 
would rescue the sheep on the Sabbath. In essence, Jesus points the finger back at the Pharisees 
by exclaiming that the value of human beings should be more than a sheep. Regardless of their 
intentions, he was not hindered from doing good and healed the man’s withered hand, clearly 
making the point that it is right to do good on the Sabbath even while in the synagogue in front 
of the Pharisees.   

Ask: How have they responded to accusations when doing Kingdom works or in other life 
works? What was the impact? 

The overall focus from the lesson 

Ultimately, the lesson aims to teach us that Jesus makes the point that human needs will 
occasionally supersede the Sabbath law and other ritual laws and we should act accordingly. 
However, even with the demonstrative stories he used about showing mercy and doing good on 
the Sabbath, the Pharisees did not give up their intensity on accusing Jesus. The writer states, 
“The Pharisees, in the zeal to preserve the observance of the Law, elevated the letter of the Law 
over its spirit,” as well as their pride of being correct, leading them to a way to destroy Jesus.  

Ask: Have they ever been the “over-righteous/legalistic?” If so, what was the result? 

Conclusion  
 
The writer refers to Paul’s writing in Galatians 3:24 as metaphors to describe the Jewish law 
such as a “tutor, custodian, schoolmaster, or babysitter, using the Greek word Paidagogos.” Paul 
wrote that the “law was our custodian until Christ so that we might be made righteous by faith.” 
It is clear the lesson aims to teach us the importance in recognizing the law in the community 
with one another, but we must understand that we are sometimes to override the law for the sake 
of mercy and doing good. 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
God, may we emulate your mercy and grace above sacrifice towards humanity, your Church, and 
in the world. May we not condemn those who are in need but speak truth to those who are in 
power and expose unethical and unjust behavior as we learned in the teachings of the parables. 
Amen. 
 



Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. 
Contact her at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  
 
The “Adult Bible Studies, Series Summer 2018, Justice in the New Testament” is used for the 
content of this lesson. 
 
 
Parables of God’s Just Kingdom 
 
Spring Quarter: Justice in the New Testament 
Unit 3:  God Is Just and Merciful 
 
Sunday School lesson for the week of June 10, 2018 
By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 
 
Scripture Lesson: Matthew 13:24-33 (NIV) 
 
Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in 
his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, 
and went away. When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. The 
owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then 
did the weeds come from?’ ‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. The servants asked him, ‘Do you 
want us to go and pull them up?’ ‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, 
you may uproot the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will 
tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the 
wheat and bring it into my barn.’” He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all seeds, 
yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come 
and perch in its branches.” He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through 
the dough.” 
 
Purpose: To understand God’s redemptive justice and how we can enable others to experience 
it.  
 
Key Verse: Let both grow side by side until the harvest. And at harvest time I’ll say to the 
harvesters, “First gather the weeds and tie them together in bundles to be burned. But bring the 
wheat into my barn.” (Matthew 13:30)  
 
Beginnings  
 
The Adult Bible Studies Summer 2018 Series’ writer begins this lesson with three of Jesus’ 
parables and reminds us that the context of the parables is used to help in understanding, 
interpreting, and applying the Bible’s texts.  
 
What is a parable? 



 
The writer begins by helping us to understand the meaning of a Parable by introducing the term 
“literary form” found throughout the biblical text. These forms have various structures and 
shapes that provide a biblical witness in different styles, i.e., “forms” such as a sermon, psalm, 
genealogy, proverb, list, allegory, speech, prayer, and song; thus, a parable is one of these many 
forms. Conveying, as well, that Jesus is not the only person in the Bible that told parables. To 
this point, the example of the parable told by Nathan to David about the “one small ewe lamb” in 
2 Samuel 12:2-7 was used to expose David’s unethical behavior concerning Bathsheba and her 
husband Uriah, the Hittite. As for the definition, a parable means to “throw beside” or “to 
compare,” and for further understanding the writer uses the late New Testament scholar C. H. 
Dodd’s definition: “a metaphor or simile drawn from nature or common life, arresting the hearer 
by its vividness or strangeness, and leaving the mind in sufficient doubt about its precise 
application to tease it into active thought.” 
 
Ask: In the reflection of the meaning and use of a parable, have they used a parable for 
revelation or have they experienced one used for them to make a point?  
 
Parables in context of Matthew 13 
 
Before we engage in the Bible lesson, the writer provides us with the lesson’s context, Matthew 
13, where Jesus is teaching large crowds by the lake (13:1) about the parable of the soils (the 
parable of the sower). The writer notes that it appears that at some point the large crowds had 
departed because Jesus is answering a question from his disciples as to why he uses parables 
(commenting that the disciples felt comfortable to question Jesus).  Jesus responds to them, and 
proceeds in teaching concerning the “kingdom of heaven,” about who could and who could not 
hear these words, and then interprets the parable of the soils (vv. 18-23). This brings us to the 
Bible lesson. 
 
Bible lesson 
The Parable of the Weeds  
 
Matthew 13:24-30 
The writer says the parable of the weeds is also known as the parable of the wheat and tares, 
defining a tare as a destructive weed that resembles wheat in its early stage. As Jesus often did, 
he sets the parable in an agricultural context and, again, engages in the “kingdom of heaven” 
symbolism, likening it as someone going out to grow wheat. The writer observes the planter of 
the good seed as possibly a wealthy “farmer” and is conceivably the “hero” of the parable. The 
story tells us something bad happened after the “good” seed was planted while everybody was 
asleep because an enemy comes along and plants weeds/seeds among the good wheat seed. As 
for who this enemy was, the writer expresses that in a parable the identity of the person is open 
to interpretation and, therefore, suggests maybe the enemy is the “allegorical Satan/devil-like 
character of the Adversary, as in Job; or a jealous neighbor?” However, what we do know for 
sure is the good seed and the bad seed grew together because the servants noticed it and asked 
the landowner what to do about it. The landowner explains that an enemy did the “evil planting” 
and instructs the servants to gather them together at harvest time with distinction (vv. 28 – 30), 
meaning it will all be sorted out then. 



 
Ask: Where do they see symbolically good seeds planted that have been invaded by the bad 
seeds? What is the impact?  
 
Interpretation of the weeds 
 
The writer interprets the meaning of the parable as two possible main things:  
 

• The first interpretation is the parable could be speaking to the church’s composition 
because the church consists of “good seed,” as well as some occasional “bad seed.” The 
writer makes the analogy that the “good seed” in the church are the people that are 
obedient to God and abide by biblical instructions. To this point, the text from Micah 6:8, 
“to do justice, embrace faithful love, and walk humbly with your God” is used as an 
example. Contrarily, the “bad seed” could describe people who are intentionally harmful 
to others by “gossip, backbiting, competition, anger, or other kinds of selfish and hurtful 
behavior” as well as those subtler acts such as “believer’s indifference, neglect, or habit 
of breaking promises.”   

• The second interpretation is the parable is addressing the important biblical principle: 
eschatology, defined as the “doctrinal content of the last things – a set of doctrines that 
remind us that at some point in the world’s history, all will come to an end.” The writer 
explores Matthew 13:30, “Let both grow side by side until the harvest,” and explains this 
as symbolism to be patient for God’s time to sort out the situation for God’s time will be 
the best time. The word Harvest is explained as a word that typically suggests to 
eschatology or the “consummation of human history,” and relates it to the “patience” in 
waiting on God to finish the divine work in the world (“eschatological patience”). This 
perspective is undergirded with Paul’s letter to the church at Thessalonica, see 1 
Thessalonians 5:1-2.  

 
The parable of the weeds demonstrates for us that there is both good and bad in the church and 
world, but we must trust that God is in control.      

 
Concluding text, two short parables 
  
Matthew 13:31-32 
The author reengages the theme of the kingdom of heaven in the Parable of the Mustard Seed 
and relates it to a mystery because the small mustard seed grows to something big just as the 
kingdom of heaven grows greatly. The lesson’s writer says Jesus often uses this style of 
“persuasive speaking” as an argument from the “lesser to the greater.” And further expounds on 
the parable analogy and Jesus’ persuasive speaking by explaining to us that the mustard seed 
being the smallest can grow to 20 feet tall; again, this analogy is used in likeness to portray the 
Kingdom’s mysterious growth (vv. 31-32). It is a mystery because it is often difficult for us as 
human beings to wrap our minds around something so small growing so big. Our small thinking 
and lack of belief often limit the possibilities of God’s work in the church, the world, and in our 
lives. However, if we only have the faith of a small mustard seed, how much better would the 
church and society be! 
 



Matthew 13:33  
In the Parable of the Yeast, the writer conveys that a “little yeast can leaven a whole batch of 
dough,” making the analogy that the mixture of believers and those not yet believers of the 
kingdom of heaven can lead to the conversion of those. However, human beings are not the agent 
of the leaven, but it is God’s work through our faithfulness to Jesus’ words and teachings that 
allows God to act through us. The parable of the yeast is similar to the parable of the good seed 
because its aims to show the conversion story, a change of heart, for non-believers.    
 
Takeaways from the lesson 
 
The writer wants us to remember that these three parables ultimately teach us about 1) patience, 
Parable of the Seed 2) Living with mystery, Parable of the Mustard Seed 3) Being a part of the 
solution and not the problem, Parable of the Yeast. Let us commit to Jesus’ teachings through 
prayer, deeds, and acts. 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
God, thank you for your patience and steadfast love for us as we as believers continue to strive to 
obey your words and teachings. Let us seek to allow you to work through us so that we may be 
used as change agents for the Kingdom of heaven. Amen. 
 
 
Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. 
Contact her at earnestine@sgaumc.com.   
 
The “Adult Bible Studies, Series Summer 2018, Justice in the New Testament” is used for the 
content of this lesson. 
 
 

Getting Rich 
 
JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 
 
Someone complained that John Wesley was getting rich by preaching all across England. He 
replied, “For what price would you preach with all your might, not in an easy manner, 18 or 19 
times every week, and this throughout the year? What shall I give you to travel seven or eight 
hundred miles, in all weather, every two or three months? For what salary will you abstain from 
all other diversions than doing good and praising God? I am mistaken if you would not prefer 
strangling to such a life, even with thousands of gold and silver.” 
 
Wesley went on to ask the question, “To whom am I to leave all this imagined wealth? … If I 
leave behind me 10 pounds (above my debts and my books), you and all mankind bear witness 
against me, that I lived and died a thief and a robber.” 



 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – June 2018 
 
6/02 – Jan Durham: 103 Willeford Dr.; Savannah, GA 31411 
6/03 – Joyce Payne: 307 Wexford Circle; Bonaire, GA 31005 
6/04 – Frank Parr: 24 Wylly Ave.; Savannah, GA 31406 
6/06 – Raymond Wilder, Jr.: 802 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709 
6/06 – Sandra Wilson: 4657 Twin Oak Dr.; Macon, GA 31210 
6/07 – Bob Williams: PO Box 665; Dublin, GA 31040 
6/09 – John Clements: 468 Edwards Creek Rd.; Alamo, GA 30411 
6/09 – Whit Kirkland: 551 Kirkland Dr.; Byron, GA 31008 
6/09 – Sylvia Ross: 2000 Cambridge Ave. #331; Wyomissing, PA 19610 
6/10 – John Horton: 295 Lakeridge Ct.; Macon, GA 31211 
6/10 – Bill Huddle: 5310 Winding Lakes Dr.; Cumming, GA 30028 
6/10 – Charles Smith, Jr.: 4102 Serendipity Ct.; Martinez, GA 30907 
6/14 – Eul Kim: 4320 Jackson St.; Riverside, CA 92503 
6/15 – Mira Barrett: 433 Paul St.; Portal, GA 30450 
6/15 – Paul Dupree: 2050 W. Broad Ave., #5; Albany, GA 31707 
6/15 – Stephen Webb: 260 Riverchase Dr.; Bainbridge, GA 39819 
6/17 – Charles Cravey: 6500 Clito Rd.; Statesboro, GA 30461 
6/17 – Heyward Hiers: PO Box 187; Berlin, GA 31722 
6/18 – Leland Collins: 130 Surrey Place; Perry, GA 31069 
6/19 – R. Randall Ray: 801 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709 
6/20 – Glen Hancock: PO Box 356; Helena, GA 31037 
6/20 – Saunders Pinckard: PO Box 6555; Americus, GA 31709 
6/20 – Jim Rush: 160 University Park Dr.; Homewood, AL 35209 
6/21 – Nancylee Cater: PO Box 8547; Warner Robins, GA 31095 
6/21 – Lonzie Wester: 2616 Winchester Rd.; Waycross, GA 31501 
6/23 – Sue Diebolt: 125 Hazelwood Dr.; Statesboro, GA 30458 
6/24 – Doug Harvey: 5109 River Rd.; Jakin, GA 39861 
6/24 – Jack Knight: 255 Cross Country Chase; Stokesdale, NC 27357 
6/25 – Russ Elkins: 104 Oak Dr.; Adel, GA 31620 
6/25 – Jim Emery: 3855 Dennis Creek Rd.; Talbotton, GA 31827 
6/25 – Grable Page, Jr.: 2823 W. Royal Oaks Dr.; Beaufort, SC 29902 
6/26 – C. Graton Helms: PO Box 4476; Eastman, GA 31023 
6/27 – Bill Strickland: PO Box 355; Portal, GA 30450 
6/28 – Ethan Strom: 384 Midnight Cypress Dr.; Winter Haven, FL 33881 
6/29 – Nancy Scarbrough: 1345 Hardeman Ave. #239; Macon, GA 31201 
6/30 – Roy Dial, III: 3015 Chadbourne Trail; Alpharetta, GA 30004 
 
 

Scripture Readings – May 29 
 
June 3 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 



1 Samuel 3:1-20 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (UMH 854) 
2 Corinthians 4:5-12 
Mark 2:23-3:6 
 
June 10 
Third Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Samuel 8:4-20 (11:14-15) 
Psalm 138 (UMH 853) 
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 
Mark 3:20-35 
 
June 17 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 
Psalm 20 or Psalm 72 (UMH 795) 
2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13), 14-17 
Mark 4:26-34 
 
 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 5/29/2018 edition 
 
2018 Annual Conference Session – June 3-5 
The 2018 South Georgia Annual Conference session will be held June 3-5, 2018, at the Jekyll 
Island Convention Center on Jekyll Island. All information related to the annual conference 
session can be found at www.sgaumc.org/annualconference. 
  
Camp Connect: High School Camp – June 11-15 
Students entering grades 9-12 as well as graduating seniors are eligible for High School Camp. 
Tailored toward the unique time in a high school student's life, this week of camp is filled with 
fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, art, hilarious morning shows, and evenings of 
camp-wide games and worship. Stay tuned as more activities are in the works! High School 
Camp is held at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3:00 pm on Monday 
and conclude at 11:00 am on Friday (no lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in 
a cabin for the week. Counselors are provided. Visit www.campconnectumc.org for all the 
details. Contact the Office of Connectional Ministries at (912) 638-8626 with any questions. 
  
Wesley Glen Day – June 17 
Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special offering to support the 
ministry of Wesley Glen. To learn more about Wesley Glen and its great ministry, visit 
www.wesleyglenministries.com. 
  
Camp Connect: Middle School Camp 1 – June 18-22 
Middle School Camps, intended for rising 6th-8th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth 
of fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 



fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, crafts, games galore, hilarious morning shows, 
and evenings of camp-wide games and worship. Both Middle School Camps are held at Epworth 
By The Sea on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3:00 pm on Monday and conclude at 11:00 
am on Friday (no lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week. 
Counselors are provided. Visit www.campconnectumc.org for all the details. Contact the Office 
of Connectional Ministries at (912) 638-8626 with any questions. 
  
Camp Connect: Middle School Camp 2 – June 25-29 
Middle School Camps, intended for rising 6th-8th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth 
of fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, crafts, games galore, hilarious morning shows, 
and evenings of camp-wide games and worship. Both Middle School Camps are held at Epworth 
By The Sea on St. Simons Island and will begin at 3:00 pm on Monday and conclude at 11:00 
am on Friday (no lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week. 
Counselors are provided. Visit www.campconnectumc.org for all the details. Contact the Office 
of Connectional Ministries at (912) 638-8626 with any questions. 
 
Golden Cross Sunday – July 1 
Golden Cross began in 1908 with the commitment of Methodists in Dallas, Texas to provide the 
first health care to persons who could not afford it. They began to receive offerings for the 
expenses of the poor patients at Methodist Hospital in that city. By 1930, the concept was 
officially adopted throughout the predecessor denominations of The United Methodist Church. 
Today, Golden Cross is a ministry that reaches out in love to the laity in our Annual Conference 
who are experiencing financial difficulty due to excessive medical expenses. Through Golden 
Cross, United Methodists care for members of our local churches in time of emotional stress and 
financial need. The South Georgia Conference has designated the first Sunday of July to be the 
Sunday to receive a special offering for Golden Cross. Each church is asked to observe Golden 
Cross Sunday to receive an offering and send it to the conference treasurer. Click here for 
information about Golden Cross Sunday. 
 
Camp Connect: Elementary Camp 1 – July 9-13 
Elementary Camps, intended for rising 4th-5th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth of 
fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, art, games galore, hilarious morning shows, and 
evenings of campwide games and worship. All camps are held at Epworth By The Sea on St. 
Simons Island and will begin at 3:00 pm on Monday and conclude at 11:00 am on Friday (no 
lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week. Counselors are 
provided. Visit www.campconnectumc.org for all the details. Contact the Office of Connectional 
Ministries at (912) 638-8626 with any questions. 
 
Mission u – July 12-15 
Mission u, the mission education event of the South Georgia Conference, will be held July 12 
through July 15, 2018, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. The annual event is co-
sponsored by the conference United Methodist Women and the conference Outreach team. 
Download the brochure I Register for the event 
 



Camp Connect: Elementary Camp 2 – July 16-20 
Elementary Camps, intended for rising 4th-5th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth of 
fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, art, games galore, hilarious morning shows, and 
evenings of campwide games and worship. All camps are held at Epworth By The Sea on St. 
Simons Island and will begin at 3:00 pm on Monday and conclude at 11:00 am on Friday (no 
lunch will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week. Counselors are 
provided. Visit www.campconnectumc.org for all the details. Contact the Office of Connectional 
Ministries at (912) 638-8626 with any questions. 
 
Georgia United Methodist Pastors’ School – July 16-19 
The 2018 Georgia Pastors' School is set for July 16-19 and will focus on “Inside Out Church: 
Engaging Your Community in Mission.” A detailed schedule of topics and speakers can be 
found at www.georgiapastorsschool.org/2018schedule. Georgia Pastors' School provides 
inspiration, education, fellowship, fun and relaxation for North and South Georgia clergy and 
their families. The school is supported by the tuition of attendees, an endowment established by 
the board of managers, an annual gift from the North Georgia Conference, and the generous 
contributions of our sponsors who provide refreshments during breaks and fellowship times. The 
school is managed by pastors for pastors from both the North and South Georgia 
Conferences. Active and retired United Methodist clergy and their families are cordially invited 
to experience this combination of continuing education and personal renewal. All of the details 
can be found at www.georgiapastorsschool.org. 
 
Sexual Ethics Workshop – July 20 
Dr. Karen McClintock, a United Methodist minister, author, and psychologist specializing in 
Clergy Sexual Ethics and Issues of Misconduct, will lead a one-day workshop for clergy focused 
on new ways to bring grace into your life, your theology, and your congregation. The workshop 
is set for Friday, July 20, in the Nalls Building at Epworth By The Sea from 9 am until 3 pm. 
Cost is $60 and includes lunch. This workshop qualifies South Georgia clergy for five hours of 
Sexual Ethics Training and is good for four years. Click here for more information on this 
workshop as well as the dates for the 2018-2019 Sexual Ethics Workshops.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


