
SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE – JULY 10 EDITION 
 

Q & A with Rev. Doreen Smalls, Southwest District Superintendent 

This is the first in a two-part series that will introduce the new District Superintendents 
 
ADVOCATE: Tell us a little about yourself. Where did you grow up? Have you always 
lived in South Georgia? 
REV. SMALLS: I grew up in small-town Ehrhardt, S.C. with my parents and siblings. Ehrhardt 
is a close-knit community where everyone knows everyone. I remained in South Carolina 
through college and for a few years after college. I moved to Columbus, Ga. upon the urging of 
one my older sisters who lived there at the time. While residing in Columbus I joined South 
Columbus United Methodist Church and have been in South Georgia ever since. 
 
ADVOCATE: What’s your faith journey? 
REV. SMALLS: My parents were intentional about setting a solid Christian foundation. My 
parents were both dedicated to our local United Methodist Church (Friendship UMC) and 
ensured my siblings and I were active as well. I accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior at an 
early age and I am not aware of a time when I didn’t know of God’s existence or God’s love. 
I’ve always been connected to a local United Methodist Church and continued to serve in various 
lay ministries. It was instilled in me by my parents that we are blessed to be a blessing. I found 
joy serving in the church as a lay person and ordained ministry was never a thought or 
consideration. I was content in my career as a Medicare Fraud Investigator and was certain that I 
was on the right path to an even more promising future. But a few years after joining South 
Columbus UMC I received my call to ministry. After several months of prayers, reflection, and 
running, I surrendered to God’s call to ordained ministry. A year later, I entered Gammon 
Seminary. Since graduation, I’ve served in the South Georgia Conference.  I am grateful that I 
continue to live out my faith through service in The United Methodist Church. 
 
ADVOCATE: What are your visions, goals and hopes for the district? 
REV. SMALLS: My vision for the Southwest District is to remain connected and focused on the 
mission. We face uncertain times as a denomination, but I am certain of God’s love for us and 
God’s will for us to share the Good News. I am reminded of the quote from Tod Bolsinger’s 
book, “Canoeing the Mountains,” and that is to Stay Calm, Stay Connected, Stay the Course. 
 
ADVOCATE: What are the things that most excite you about the district and/or the South 
Georgia Conference?  
REV. SMALLS: The people of the Southwest District excite me the most. There is such 
incredible potential to grow the kingdom of God and to transform even more lives. I’m excited 
about moving forward together as a district and a conference. I want us to continue to reflect the 
conference theme, “Alive Together in Christ.”  
 



ADVOCATE: What do you like best about serving in the South Georgia Conference? 
REV. SMALLS: The connectionalism that is present at all levels in the conference. We are at our 
best when we serve and work together in unity.   
 
ADVOCATE: Tell us about your family.   
REV. SMALLS: I am the youngest of 13 siblings. I have two brothers and 11 sisters. All my 
siblings live in South Carolina except one brother who lives in New York. Both of my parents 
are deceased. 
 
ADVOCATE: What do you like to do in your free time? What are your hobbies and 
interests? 
REV. SMALLS: I like going to the movies and completing puzzles online. I love spending time 
with my family when I have the opportunity. I love listening to all kinds of music and going to 
concerts.  
 
ADVOCATE: What’s one fact about you that most people don’t know? 
REV. SMALLS: I received a commercial driver’s license when I was 16 and drove school buses 
during high school. 

 

Dr. Crump’s vision is for Connectional Ministries to be the glue that holds the 
connection together 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Identifying the needs of local churches and working to meet those needs is one of Dr. Nita 
Crump’s passions.  

As the new Director of Connectional Ministries, Dr. Crump has the opportunity to help resource, 
connect, and equip churches on a conference-wide scale. 

The Director of Connectional Ministries (DCM) is the steward of the vision of the annual 
conference; a leader of the process of transformation and renewal; responsible for alignment of 
resources, and overseer of the connectional ministries of the South Georgia Annual Conference, 
connecting local, district, annual conference, and general church ministries. The DCM is also 
instrumental in planning the annual conference sessions, and Dr. Crump will also serve as the 
2019 Conference Secretary. 

“I am excited to welcome Dr. Nita Crump into her new role as our Director of Connectional 
Ministries,” said Bishop Lawson Bryan, episcopal leader of the South Georgia Conference. “Her 
background as a local church pastor and as a district superintendent equips her well for this 
conference-wide role. Nita has distinguished herself as person of creativity and 
innovation. These qualities are evident in her passion for finding practical resources to strengthen 
local churches of all sizes. Her personal experience as a pastor and as a district superintendent 
will enable Nita to position Connectional Ministries as a strong connecting link among local 



churches, the cabinet, the districts, and the boards and agencies of the Conference. Dr. Crump 
has already reminded us that our Connectional Ministries staff is a talented team with a track 
record of excellence in ministry. Dr. Crump and the Connectional Ministries team are already at 
work to explore all the ways they can help us expand and deepen what it means to be Alive 
Together in Christ. Thanks be to God for such a strong Office of Connectional Ministries.” 

Dr. Crump, having served four years as superintendent of the Southwest District, has an 
understanding of the scope of work done by the Connectional Ministries team and would like to 
see others in the conference know the breadth and value of their work. 

“I know that Connectional Ministries accomplishes a huge number of missions and ministries 
and work, and a lot of it flies under the radar; a lot of it is stuff that people don’t even realize 
Connectional Ministries is doing,” she said. “My dream is to have folks recognize all the work 
that is done by Connectional Ministries and the resources that are available to make churches 
stronger." 

Among her goals are those set forth by the Annual Conference and Bishop Bryan’s Strategic 
Initiatives Team: to increase worship attendance, to increase leadership training, and to develop 
hope-filled churches that reach out into their communities. The role of Connectional Ministries, 
she said, is to publicize what is already being done to accomplish those goals and to begin to 
understand the needs of local churches so more activities, events, and resources can be offered to 
churches to encourage them to work toward the goals. 

“To help churches I think we first need to understand what’s already happening,” Dr. Crump 
said. “How are you already working to accomplish these goals and what do you need? What can 
Connectional Ministries help provide? Once we understand what’s out there we’ll know where 
we need to move to try to meet those needs to make our churches stronger.” 

Another of Dr. Crump’s goals is to make the Office of Connectional Ministries a one-stop 
resource, a go-to for South Georgia United Methodists. If someone asks how something’s done 
or what should be done, Dr. Crump wants Connectional Ministries to be seen as the team with 
the answers. 

“I really want Connectional Ministries to become the glue that holds the connection together,” 
she said, noting that the strength of the office comes from its staff, their long-term experience, 
and their deep knowledge of the conference. “They know the resources that are out there and are 
available. I think that Connectional Ministries and the work that’s done rest on the back of some 
very qualified and talented people, and that’s the greatest strength we have.” 

With all the Church is facing in the coming years, Dr. Crump sees Connectional Ministries’ 
mission and ministry as critical to helping preserve that distinctive United Methodist connection. 

“With all that we’re facing in the coming years, there’s the very real possibility that we’ll 
become even less connected as we figure out how to move forward, so I want Connectional 
Ministries to really become the glue that helps hold us together,” she said. “Connectional 
Ministries is there to help encourage people to remain connected to the rest of the Church and 
also remain connected to Christ as we reach out to the community. 



“There is so much potential in the South Georgia Conference for us to reach new people and 
bring them to Christ, and I’m really excited about being able to help with that on a conference-
wide level.” 

 

Anticipated release of Way Forward report; revised call for special session 

To the clergy and laity of the South Georgia Conference: 
 
In the last couple of days two matters have arisen related to the special session of General 
Conference, set for February 23-26, 2019, in St. Louis, Missouri. In the interest of clarity and 
transparency I want to address each of them.   
 
Anticipated Release of Way Forward Report 
The Council of Bishops originally estimated that the Way Forward report would be translated 
and released no later than July 8, 2018 -- 230 days before the opening of the Special Session, 
which is the deadline for the submission of petitions. However, delays in negotiating a contract 
for translation made that date unworkable.  
 
The final report of the Commission on a Way Forward to the Special Session of the General 
Conference in 2019 will become available once it has been translated from English into the other 
three official languages of The United Methodist Church (French, Portuguese, and Kiswahili). 
This is anticipated by July 30. 
 
Even with this delay of the public release, it is important to note that the full Way Forward report 
did meet the 230-day submission requirement of paragraph 507.5 of the Book of Discipline. It 
will be under consideration at the special session of General Conference.   
 
Read more about the anticipated release. 
 
Revised Call for General Conference 2019 
On Monday the Council of Bishops amended its call for the Special Session of the General 
Conference in response to Judicial Council Decision 1360, which was handed down on May 25, 
2018. 
 
The original call said the purpose of the special General Conference would be “limited to 
receiving and acting on a report from the Council of Bishops based on the recommendations of 
the Commission on a Way Forward.” 
 
However footnote six in Judicial Council decision 1360 says that the wording of the initial 
call   was incorrect. 
  
Under the new call, delegates to General Conference will receive the report and petitions from 



the Commission on a Way Forward itself — not the Council of Bishops. 
 
It is important to make this clarification now so that the rationale of the special session is in 
alignment with ruling of Judicial Council decision 1360.  
  
Read more about the revised call.  
 
I have found that offering as much transparency as possible helps us all to Stay Calm, Stay 
Connected, and Stay the Course. That is why I wanted to share this latest news with you as soon 
as possible.  
 
At Annual Conference, I announced that I would be holding meetings in each district to discuss 
the Way Forward report.  I will announce the dates of these meetings in the coming weeks. 
  
Please remember to join the worldwide prayer movement for General Conference. Let us pray 
daily from 2:23 to 2:26 as we prepare for General Conference. 
 
Alive Together in the World, 
  
R. Lawson Bryan 

 

Register today for Pathways Training Event 2018 

Registration is now open for Pathways 2018, to be held at Trinity UMC in Warner 
Robins, Saturday, August 25. Download the brochure for a list of workshops and gather a group 
from your church to "divide and conquer" the many great offerings. After the event, come 
together to learn from each other. You will find something for everyone to equip, encourage, and 
empower both clergy and laity in ministry! For questions, contact Allison Lindsey 
at allison@sgaumc.com.  

Download the brochure I Register I More information 

 

The Widow and the Unjust Judge 
 
Spring Quarter: Justice in the New Testament 
Unit 2: Jesus Calls for Justice and Mercy 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of July 15, 2018 
By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 
 
Purpose: To acknowledge our need to be persistent and faithful followers of Jesus Christ.    



 
Scripture Lesson: Luke 18:1-8 CEB 

Jesus was telling them a parable about their need to pray continuously and not to be 
discouraged. He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected 
people.  In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him, asking, ‘Give me justice in this 
case against my adversary.’  For a while he refused but finally said to himself, I don’t fear God 
or respect people, but I will give this widow justice because she keeps bothering me. Otherwise, 
there will be no end to her coming here and embarrassing me.” The Lord said, “Listen to what 
the unjust judge says. Won’t God provide justice to his chosen people who cry out to him day 
and night? Will he be slow to help them? I tell you, he will give them justice quickly. But when 
the Human One comes, will he find faithfulness on earth?” 

Key Verse: “Won’t God provide justice to his chosen people who cry out to him day and night? 
(Luke 18:7) 
 
Characters in Luke 
 
The Adult Bible Studies Summer 2018 Series’ author begins this week’s lesson using the 
following framing to aid in teaching and understanding the lesson: Luke 18:1-8 will be the 
content, using the review of Lessons 2 and 5, and considering the lesson’s purpose statement and 
its connection to the parable. Also, the lesson’s examination will be as one body for all eight 
verses instead of each verse separately (verse-by-verse exegesis). Explicitly, it will be the 
examinations of the context, close review of the characters, and the closing comments of Jesus 
after he states it.   
 
The text begins in Chapter 18 with two of the main characters, the judge and the widow.  The 
writer tells us that these two are often characterized in commentaries as the “persistent widow” 
and the “unjust judge.” Furthermore, he explains that many commentators believe that what 
makes good writing is based on the type and quality of the characters in the story or novel, or in 
this case, the parable. The lesson’s writer makes the point that the author of Luke 18 was brilliant 
in the writing of these characters, not only the judge and the widow’s character, but the others 
that are present in the chapter, identifying such styles as the pairing of the tax collector and a 
Pharisee (Luke 18:9-14). Further, he outlines the quality of the writing by observing that this 
“twosome of characters is followed by a group of children whose natural qualities and 
characteristics define those who want to enter God’s kingdom” (Luke 18:15-17).   
 
The author’s writing in Luke 18:18 is followed after the brief interlude in 18:15-17 with the 
account of the rich man asking Jesus, “Good Teacher, what must I do to obtain eternal life?” 
After that, other stories are recounted, such as Jesus’ talks about his death and resurrection and 
the story of the blind man Jesus healed. Though these characters are not similar, Luke includes 
them to demonstrate that Jesus uses various ways of giving people reasons to follow him.  
 
The Text in Context 
 



The lesson’s author provides a summary about the text’s context as follows: it ends with an 
“alarming” account about what the writer of Luke wants us to understand about God’s kingdom 
and the signs of it; the text is considered to be both a “good” and “bad” news scenario; it depicts 
a “hospitable” perspective of the good news of God’s fulfillment of human history; and shows 
Jesus’ return as the savior of his people.  
 
Conversely, for the “this generation” people (verse 25), those are the ones opposite of God’s 
people; this will be bad news for them. Furthermore, it points to Jesus’ definitive closing 
sentence, “The vultures gather wherever there’s a dead body” (verse 37), as a statement that 
answers the question from Jesus’ disciples “Where, Lord?” 
 
The writer tells us that the story of the “persistent widow” is found only in the Gospel of Luke 
and explains that the parable concerns prayer related to the eschaton, or the end of times 
(theological term, eschatology). This theme is prominent throughout the New Testament and is 
presented in Luke 17:22-24. However, the point is made that some view the parable of the 
widow and the unjust judge as an allegory. However, the lesson’s writer disagrees with this 
perspective, and here’s why: 
 

“Thus, in an allegorical interpretation of this parable, the widow represents disciples who 
pester the judge, while the unjust judge represents God. But in this kind of allegorical 
interpretation promptly breaks down. In fact, the widow does not stand for anyone and 
neither does the judge. Rather, Jesus’ parable is about the necessity of faithful, persistent 
prayer.”  

 
Teacher, ask:  After reading the explanation of an allegory, do you agree that the story is 
possibly an allegory or not? Explain your understanding. 
 
The Characters in the Parable’s Action  
 
Luke 18:1-8 
Here we re-engage in the lesson’s text about “a judge who neither feared God nor respected 
people” (verse 2). The writer characterizes this type of person as self-assured with no regard for 
what people think about him, including God; someone who was “arrogant, proud and 
condescending.” Additionally, the author uses an analogy to describe the difference between 
wisdom and this type of character. For example, Proverbs 1:7 says, “wisdom begins with the fear 
of the LORD.” In another part of the Bible’s Wisdom Literature it reads, “Look, the fear of the 
LORD is wisdom” (Job 28:18).  Specifically, the point made is that the judge was the opposite of 
wisdom because he did not fear the Lord or have concern for people, but only held a position of 
influence without empathy or humane qualities.   
 
Teacher, ask: Where do we see person(s) in position(s) of authority in today’s society who lack 
empathy and good character traits? 
 
Opposite of this character is the other key character, the widow, from the same city. She was 
persistent, and the writer characterizes her as the “hero” of the parable. She kept coming to the 
judge demanding justice: “Give me justice in this case against my adversary” (verse 3). The 



ongoing theme from the widow was “Give me justice.” We read that the story continues with the 
judge unrelenting and saying “no” to the widow’s request. However, she eventually wears him 
down and he concedes, stating, “I don’t fear God or respect people, but I will give this widow 
justice because she keeps bothering me. Otherwise, there will be no end to her coming here and 
embarrassing me” (verses 4-5). The widow, by being persistent, eventually gets her justice. It 
appears that sometimes those in authority have to be “shamed” into doing what is just. 
 
Additionally, the writer conveys to us that the Bible gives a special place to widows as they were 
in both the Jewish and Christian communities observed as “threatened” types of persons and, 
therefore, given special provisions for their care. Moreover, there were consequences for those 
who mistreated widows. To this point, the text that reads “enacts justice for orphans and 
widows” (Deut. 10:18) is used to undergird the use of special provisions. The author also 
expresses that during that time males advocated on behalf of females and, typically, without a 
male voice to advocate for a female, it would be difficult for her to be heard. In the parable the 
widow has no male advocate, and the point is made that the judge possibly kept denying her 
because she had no male to advocate on her behalf. However, she won the battle with this judge.    
 
Jesus Continues 
 
In the concluding text, Jesus tells the disciples to pay attention and “listen to what the unjust 
judge says” (verse 6). Thereafter, he talks about justice (verse 7). In like manner, Jesus talks 
about the need to pray continuously and not to be discouraged (verse 1). In the text’s next-to-last 
verse, Jesus says, “Won’t God provide justice to his chosen people who cry out to him day and 
night? Will he be slow to help them?” (verse 7). The author states that Jesus often used this type 
of argument, called the “from the lesser to the greater” concept. He further explains that in this 
case the argument suggests that “If fallible humans like the judge will respond to repeated 
requests, how much more certainly will God respond?” 
 
In Conclusion 
 
Jesus concludes with a reminder to his disciples, teaching them that God will “give them justice 
quickly. But when the Human One comes, will he find faithfulness on earth?” (verse 8). The 
writer says that this may be the author of Luke or Jesus’ way of connecting the “closing loop” of 
the story that began back at Luke 17:5 when the disciples “said to the Lord. ‘Increase our faith!’” 
Additionally, note that our lesson’s text began with prayer and ended with justice. Likewise, our 
need for prayer is important today and that we need to “see prayer from all angles” and not to 
have a restrictive view of prayer from the prism of “stained-glass light.” We need to pray and 
advocate for works of justice and for the grace and mercy in our Lord and Savior, Jesus’ name. 
 
Reflection: What are some issues of justice that are facing us today? Are they engaged with 
prayer, mercy, and empathy?   
 
Call to Action: How can we engage to make a difference?  
 
Closing Prayer 
In God’s loving mercy, we pray for justice for those who cannot advocate for themselves and for 



those who do but are not heard. We pray for justice for those that have been mistreated and 
misrepresented. We pray for those persons who are in authority who are harsh and unconnected 
with the real issues and people of our society. We pray for our need to be persistent and faithful 
followers of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. 
Contact her at earnestine@sgaumc.com.    
 
The “Adult Bible Studies, Series Summer 2018, Justice in the New Testament” is used for the 
content of this lesson. 
 

Entering God’s Kingdom 
 
Spring Quarter: Justice in the New Testament 
Unit 2: Jesus Calls for Justice and Mercy 
 
Sunday school lesson for the week of July 22, 2018 
By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 
 
Purpose: To commit to serious cultivation of a holy and faithful life.  
 
Scripture Lesson: Luke 13:22-30 CEB 
 
Background Scripture: Matthew 7:15-23 

Jesus traveled through cities and villages, teaching and making his way to Jerusalem. Someone 
said to him, “Lord, will only a few be saved?” Jesus said to them, “Make every effort to enter 
through the narrow gate. Many, I tell you, will try to enter and won’t be able to. Once the owner 
of the house gets up and shuts the door, then you will stand outside and knock on the door, 
saying, ‘Lord, open the door for us.’ He will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you are 
from.’  Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our 
streets.’ He will respond, ‘I don’t know you or where you are from. Go away from me, all you 
evildoers!’  There will be weeping and grinding of teeth when you see Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
and all the prophets in God’s kingdom, but you yourselves will be thrown out. People will come 
from east and west, north and south, and sit down to eat in God’s kingdom. Look! Those who are 
last will be first and those who are first will be last.” 

Key Verse: “Make every effort to enter through the narrow gate. Many, I tell you, will try to 
enter and won’t be able to” (Luke 13:24). 
 
The Text In Context 
 
The Adult Bible Studies Summer 2018 Series’ author begins this week’s lesson with the 
summaries of stories in Luke 13 with storytellers telling Jesus about some “Galileans whom 
Pilate had killed while they were offering sacrifices” (verse 1). Jesus asked, “Do you think the 



suffering of these Galileans proves that they were more sinful than all the other Galileans?” 
(verse 2) Jesus answered, “No, I tell you, but unless you change your hearts and lives, you will 
die just as they did” (verse 3). Furthermore, Jesus addressed the situation in which the tower of 
Siloam fell on and killed 18 people. The writer conveys that we do not know what those who 
were killed were doing there, if they were working or not, but what we do know is that they 
encountered a great tragedy that day. Also, he pointed to the fact that Jesus did not question why 
it happened, but rather asked the question, “Do you think that they were more guilty of 
wrongdoing than everyone else who lives in Jerusalem?” (verse 4) However, Jesus answers his 
own question,  “No, I tell you, but unless you change your hearts and lives, you will die just as 
they did” (verse 5).  Jesus’ teaching was to redirect them from trying to understand why the 
tragedy happened to examining their own lives. 
 
Next, Jesus adds the story of a barren fig tree (verses 6-9). The text reads that the tree had been 
barren for three years and the owner of the tree wanted it cut down because it had not borne fruit. 
(I wonder how often we want to cut down things or people we feel are not producing.) However, 
the story is rather remarkable: the vinedresser, a servant’s role to the owner, offered a new 
dressing of the tree. The vinedresser’s solution to the barren tree was to dig around the roots of 
the tree and fertilize it in hopes of its restoration. The writer states that this was going far beyond 
the role of a servant. The point is the tree was given a “last chance” and that it ties into our 
lesson’s text, verses 22-30, later on. Additionally, the people who were listening to Jesus were 
more interested in other people’s suffering rather than being concerned about their own 
situations and need for “second chances.”    
 
Teacher, ask: For persons willing to share, when have they been given “second chances?” What 
were the fruits of the grace and mercy bestowed? 
 
Bible Lesson 
 
“Will Only a Few be Saved?” 
 
Luke 13:22-23 
The writer conveys that Luke mentions that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem several times 
(Luke 9:51; 13:22; and 17:11) and notes that some scholars believe that Luke’s purpose in 
writing about Jesus was to share details of the journey with his disciples. We read in the lesson’s 
text that on his way to Jerusalem the question was asked, “Lord, will only a few be saved?” 
(verse 23) Additionally, the author writes that when many contemporary Christians talk about 
“being saved” or “salvation” that it implies “going to heaven” and that this inference can have 
unintended outcomes because of wrong interpretations. However, Jesus did not engage in who 
would be saved but instead taught about the “conclusive obligation to God, even commitment, to 
his kingdom.” 
 
The Gate and the Door 
 
Verses 24-25 
First, the author gives insights into Luke’s style of writing and his purpose in writing with certain 
details before engaging the text. For example, he conveys that some scholars note that Luke 



enjoyed summaries of stories and used them for his literary purposes. Also, he suggests that our 
text lesson may be one of those summaries because Luke used two images for a passage through 
which people enter the kingdom (gate and door) as evidence.  
 
As we have examined in some of the other lessons this quarter, we see Jesus answering questions 
authoritatively, metaphorically, and with images. To this point, the writer uses as examples Luke 
10:29, 11:40, 12:13-14, 41, and 13:1-2. We further read that someone asked Jesus the question, 
“Lord, will only a few be saved?” (Luke 13:23). Jesus’ response to the question was an “image” 
reference for the entrance to “presumably” heaven as a “narrow gate” or an eventually “locked 
door.” The image was for the few and not the crowds. Also, his response aligns with the response 
in Matthew 7:13-14: “Go in through the narrow gate. The gate that leads to destruction is broad 
and the road wide, so many people enter through it. However, the gate that leads to life is narrow 
and the road difficult, so few people find it.” Jesus is teaching that many will try to pass through 
this narrow gate, but many will not make it in. Symbolically, he uses the door image as the gate 
but still establishes that eventually the owner will close the door. The writer believes that the 
image of the door entrance is also symbolic of Luke conveying that Jesus is addressing that 
committed believers need to have a deeper relationship with God.  
 
A Closed Door and Eschatology 
 
Verses 25-27 
The writer provides the meaning of eschatology as “simply the Christian doctrine of the last 
things.” Further, it is giving a theological meaning to all things that happened previously and 
providing an understanding that time is not limitless. Similarly, we can see Luke’s writing 
method in this definition as he provides us with a summary of what has come before. Placing 
eschatology in the lesson’s text by relating it to a door that will be closed (verse 25) as the owner 
will close it because everyone who belongs to the household will be in for the night relates it to 
the last judgment (Luke 13:8-9; 14:24). The image is vivid in that those bargaining, even using 
their so-called “special status,” will not enter once the door is closed. We read in the text, “Once 
the owner of the house, gets up and shuts the door, then you will stand outside and knock on the 
door, saying ‘Lord, open the door for us.’ He will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you are 
from.’ Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our 
streets’” (verses 25-26). However, the response ensued without entrance from the owner, “I don’t 
know you or where you are from. Go away from me, all you evildoers!” (verse 27). 
 
Watching From the Outside 
 
Verses 28-30 
The author likens this lesson to the story of the rich man and Lazarus, as the “evildoers.” From 
these stories are places where they are locked out from the entrance to the kingdom of God. 
Also, he explains that the weeping and grinding of the teeth are signs of lament.  These evildoers 
will not make it in the gate/door, but the ones of goodness will be watching from the outside 
those good persons of faith (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, prophets). The inclusion of the Gentiles is 
also presented as the writer conveys that this is what the phrase “people will come from east and 
west, north and south, and sit down to eat in God’s kingdom” (verse 29). It further expresses that 
God’s kingdom as a banquet in Matthew 8:11-12 presents an around the world dining with 



Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The parable closes with the fate of the “good” and “bad” of 
humanity: “Those who are last will be first and those who are first will be last” (verse 30).   
 
In Conclusion 
 
Many have closed the door on hearing the Gospel of God for many reasons and are hesitant 
about opening the door to receive the help they may need. Let us encourage them to be open to 
“second chances.” As followers of Christ, we can also symbolically close doors, so let us also 
remember to examine ourselves so that we may enter through the narrow “gate/door.” Let us not 
get weary in doing well and “commit to the serious cultivation of a holy and faithful life.” 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Father, God, we thank you for the opportunity to live a Christ-like life and encourage others that 
need “second chances,” including ourselves. Let us spread the word of salvation through our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. 
Contact her at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  
 
The “Adult Bible Studies, Series Summer 2018, Justice in the New Testament” is used for the 
content of this lesson. 
 

A Way Forward 
(… with help from the Church in Ephesus and Mr. Rogers)  
 
GROWING IN GRACE 
BEN GOSDEN 
 
This summer, Trinity United Methodist Church (Savannah) is kicking off a new sermon series 
called, “Won’t You Be a Neighbor?” that follows the Ephesians thread of the lectionary. The 
church in Ephesus had to struggle with what it meant to form a meaningful community of faith. 
Paul writes to them at length about important aspects of being the Body of Christ: reconciliation 
between separate groups (Ephesians 2), how we’re bound together in God’s powerful love 
(Ephesians 3 and 4), and how, as a result, we are called to seek unity as we offer ourselves as a 
sacrifice of praise (Ephesians 4 and 5). Added to this series are the wisdom of Mr. Fred Rogers 
and the amazing new biographical movie out this summer, “Won’t You Be My Neighbor.”  
 
We live in an angry, hate-filled world. We seem to love nothing more than to pick sides and be at 
war with our enemies. Even the church is subject to such brokenness. Our United Methodist 
Church is trying to discern a “way forward” on the issue of human sexuality and it doesn’t take 
long for sides to be chosen and harsh words to be exchanged. You can read the harshness on 



Twitter and Facebook. You can even see it at district and conference gatherings. The harsh 
language isn’t part of the main discussions, but the “sidebar” conversations are so often filled 
with anger and vitriol. It doesn’t seem to matter which “side” you support either, just as long as 
you become a raging ball of anger in the process.  
 
Enter Mr. Rogers and the Church of Ephesus. It occurs to me that part of the reason for the rave 
reviews of the new Mr. Rogers movie has to do with its timeliness. I’m seeing the movie the day 
after I finish writing this column, but I assume there is more brilliance to it beyond just its 
cinematic character. Mr. Rogers writes, “Love isn't a state of perfect caring. It is an active noun 
like ‘struggle.’ To love someone is to strive to accept that person exactly the way he or she is, 
right here and now.” And Paul writes powerful words like, “I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, 
beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:1-3 NRSV).  
 
I don’t think the challenges we face as a church, or a nation, or as the human race hinge on 
whether we’re right or not. I think it has more to do with HOW we choose to act in our perceived 
rightness. Will we love being right more than loving others? Will we be right in a way that 
allows love and grace to reign even over our rightness? Even if separate ways are our ultimate 
fate, can we avoid being jerks in the process? 
 
Author Brené Brown says we all need a “strong back, soft front, and wild heart.” A strong back 
means we know how to stand up for what is right with courage. A soft front means we do so not 
with pride or anger, but with a sense of vulnerability and humility. A wild heart means whatever 
we do, we do it remembering the “wilderness moments” of our life – those difficult moments 
where we are reminded of our brokenness and where we become more keenly aware of God’s 
grace. It also helps us look at others, especially those we don’t like or agree with, and remember 
that we know the same wilderness they might be struggling in and know the same God who 
loved us through it loves them too.  
 
On my best days I struggle with all of this, so I don’t want you to read this and think I’m humble 
bragging about possessing some superior sense of spirituality. It’s more like I will preach as one 
who wants to learn. On my best days I long to be part of a community of faith where the desire to 
DO things right is even more important than need to always BE right.  
 
The Apostle Paul, the Church in Ephesus, Brené Brown, and Mr. Rogers sure could teach us 
Methodists A LOT about how to follow God’s way forward.  
 
The Rev. Ben Gosden is senior pastor at Trinity United Methodist Church in Savannah. He can 
be reached at ben@trinity1848.org.  



 
 

John Wesley’s comment on the uniqueness of Methodism 
 
JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 
 
John Wesley wrote, “There is no other religious society under heaven which requires nothing of 
men in order to their admission into it, but a desire to save their souls. Look around you, you 
cannot be admitted into the Church or society of the Presbyterians, Anabaptists, Quakers, or any 
other, unless you hold the same opinions with them, and adhere to the same mode of worship. 
 
“The Methodists alone do not insist on your holding this or that opinion; but they think and let 
think. Neither do they impose any particular mode of worship; but you may continue to worship 
in your former manner, be that what it may. Now, I do not know any religious society, either 
ancient or modern, wherein such liberty of conscience is allowed, or has been allowed, since the 
age of the Apostles. Here in is our glorying; and a glorying peculiar to us. What society shares it 
with us?” 
 
 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – July  
 
7/01 – Donald Wood: 157 Arlington Row; Macon, GA 31210  
7/01 – Kenneth West: 4183 GA Hwy 93; Pelham, GA 31779  
7/02 – Hugh Davis: 102 Mossland Dr.; Perry, GA 31069-9213  
7/07 – Ross Freeman: 2395 Hwy. 20 SE; Conyers, GA 30013  
7/08 – Earl Bishop: 315 E. Misty Lane; Blairsville, GA 30512  
7/09 – Marshall Singletary: 200 White Blossom Trail; Thomasville, GA 31757  
7/10 – Betty Lou Miller: 485 Tylerstone Dr.; Fuquay-Varina, NC 27526  
7/11 – Thom Davies: 1 Seventh Street #1004; Augusta, GA 30901  
7/12 – Eric Sizemore: PO Box 472; Rochelle, GA 31079  
7/13 – Randy Carnley: PO Box 345; Midville, GA 30441  
7/14 – Loran Smith: 5290 Arkwright Road; Macon, GA 31210  
7/14 – Ronnie Wills: 81 Gatlin Bluff; Thomasville, GA 31757  
7/16 – Roland Fall: 321 Lake Joy Rd.; Perry, GA 31069  
7/18 – Ray Bittner: 130 Ford St.; Poulan, GA 31781  
7/18 – Sonny Mason: 2218 Glendale Rd.; Augusta, GA 30904  
7/19 – Sam Rogers, III: 5300 Zebulon Road, #15; Macon, GA 31210  
7/20 – Man Lee: 18 Mannering Dr.; Dover, DE 19901  
7/20 – Charles McCook: 719 Cherokee Rd.; LaGrange, GA 30240  
7/20 – Isaac Moon: 100 Riverside; Griffin, GA 30224  
7/21 – Richard Lanning: 104 MacIntosh Lane; Centerville, GA 31028  



7/22 – Wayne MacDonald: PO Box 913; Lumber City, GA 31549  
7/22 – H.L. Pharr: 2302 Echols Rd.; Cumming, GA 30041  
7/23 – Norman Dunlap: 708 Robins Nest Ct.; Columbus, GA 31909  
7/24 – Donald Woeltjen: PO Box 1322; Fitzgerald, GA 31750  
7/25 – Elvin East: 80 Cypress Trail; Lakeland, GA 31635  
7/25 – Lewis Strickland: 1034 Colvin Dr.; Locust Grove, GA 30248  
7/27 – Charles Ricks: 4191 Mt. Union Rd.; Huntington, WV 25701  
7/27 – Mark Zeitlin: 203 Victorian Lake Dr.; Brunswick, GA 31525  
7/28 – Ron Dixon: 1194 Country Club Dr.; Wrens, GA 30833 
7/28 – Donna Sue Roberts: 1209 Loblolly Lane; Bainbridge, GA 39817 
7/29 – Jim Kenney, Sr.: 2204 Knights Bridge; Brunswick, GA 31525 
7/29 – Sylvia Kersey: 861 Pine Hill Rd.; Dublin, GA 31021  
7/29 – Al Lewis, Jr.: 915 E. 42nd St.; Tifton, GA 31794  
7/31 – Lowery Brantley: PO Box 125; Pineview, GA 31071 
 
 
 

 
OBITUARIES 

Rev. Dale Hughes Thornton 
Reverend Dale Hughes Thornton died unexpectedly at his home in Hinesville, Georgia on July 6, 
2018. 

Dale is survived by his wife and best friend, Marlene Nettles Thornton. 

Reverend Thornton was born on December 25, 1954, at Shaw Air Force Base in Sumter, SC. He 
grew up in Savannah and graduated from Armstrong State College in 1976 with a BS in Music 
education and a BA in Music Performance specializing in organ. He received a Master of 
Divinity degree from Candler School of Theology at Emory University in 1986. Dale and 
Marlene were married on August 21, 1976. 

Dale was an Elder in Full Connection in the South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist 
Church. During his career as a pastor, Dale and Marlene served the Howard Charge, Dudley 
Charge, Bass UMC in Macon, Louisville UMC, Lakeland UMC, Avalon UMC in Albany, 
Edgewood UMC in Columbus, Trinity UMC in Waycross, St. Mary’s UMC, and Hinesville First 
UMC. Pastor Dale was a true servant of God and had an amazing ability to make everyone feel 
welcome and loved. In his role as minister and pastoral counselor he touched and helped change 
more lives during his ministry than any of us will ever know. 

Dale was an accomplished musician who played piano, organ, electronic keyboard, and a variety 
of other instruments, the most recent being his beloved melodica. He loved several genres of 
music, including but not limited to, classical, jazz, blues, and gospel. Dale was a big-time movie 
buff, tech geek, enjoyed photography, and was an avid reader. Dale and Marlene enjoyed travel 



adventures such as animal encounters, jazz festivals, and beach walks. Dale was a compassionate 
individual who dedicated his life to serving God and others. His legacy will live on through the 
many people who were touched by his loving personality and generous spirit. 

A memorial service is scheduled for Sunday, July 15 at 5 p.m. at Hinesville First United 
Methodist Church. Marlene will receive visitors after the service at the church. All are welcome 
to attend and celebrate Reverend Dale’s life. 

In lieu of flowers, please send memorial donations to Hinesville First United Methodist Church, 
203 N. Main Street, Hinesville, GA  31313. 

Carter Funeral Home Oglethorpe Chapel is in charge of arrangements.  Online condolences may 
be made at www.CarterOglethorpe.com.  

 

Scripture Readings – July 10 
 
July 15 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 
Psalm 24 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
Mark 6:14-29 
 
July 22 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Samuel 7:1-14a 
Psalm 89:20-37 
Ephesians 2:11-22 
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
 
July 29 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 11:1-15 
Psalm 14 
Ephesians 3:14-21 
John 6:1-21 
 
 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 7/10/2018 edition 
 
Mission u – July 12-15 
Mission u, the mission education event of the South Georgia Conference, will be held July 12 
through July 15, 2018, at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. The annual event is co-



sponsored by the conference United Methodist Women and the conference Outreach team. 
Download the brochure I Register for the event 
 
Camp Connect: Elementary Camp 2 – July 16-20 
Elementary Camps, intended for rising 4th-5th grade students, are filled with a week’s worth of 
fun activities and opportunities to grow closer to Christ though daily worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship.  Campers will enjoy the beach, pool, art, games galore, hilarious morning shows, and 
evenings of campwide games and worship. All camps are held at Epworth By The Sea on St. 
Simons Island and will begin at 3 p.m. on Monday and conclude at 11 a.m. on Friday (no lunch 
will be provided on Friday). Campers will stay in a cabin for the week. Counselors are provided. 
Visit www.campconnectumc.org for all the details. Contact the Office of Connectional 
Ministries at (912) 638-8626 with any questions. 
 
Georgia United Methodist Pastors’ School – July 16-19 
The 2018 Georgia Pastors' School is set for July 16-19 and will focus on “Inside Out Church: 
Engaging Your Community in Mission.” A detailed schedule of topics and speakers can be 
found at www.georgiapastorsschool.org/2018schedule. Georgia Pastors' School provides 
inspiration, education, fellowship, fun and relaxation for North and South Georgia clergy and 
their families. The school is supported by the tuition of attendees, an endowment established by 
the board of managers, an annual gift from the North Georgia Conference, and the generous 
contributions of our sponsors who provide refreshments during breaks and fellowship times. The 
school is managed by pastors for pastors from both the North and South Georgia 
Conferences. Active and retired United Methodist clergy and their families are cordially invited 
to experience this combination of continuing education and personal renewal. All of the details 
can be found at www.georgiapastorsschool.org. 
 
Sexual Ethics Workshop – July 20 
Dr. Karen McClintock, a United Methodist minister, author, and psychologist specializing in 
Clergy Sexual Ethics and Issues of Misconduct, will lead a one-day workshop for clergy focused 
on new ways to bring grace into your life, your theology, and your congregation. The workshop 
is set for Friday, July 20, in the Nalls Building at Epworth By The Sea from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
Cost is $60 and includes lunch. This workshop qualifies South Georgia clergy for five hours of 
Sexual Ethics Training and is good for four years. Click here for more information on this 
workshop as well as the dates for the 2018-2019 Sexual Ethics Workshops.  
 
Christian Education Sunday – Aug. 19 
Christian Education Sunday “calls the Church as the people of God to be open to growth and 
learning as disciples of Jesus Christ.” 
 
Pathways – Aug. 25 
Churches looking for new ideas, networking opportunities and practical, quality training for their 
pastors, parishioners, staff and leaders need look no further than this year’s Pathways leadership 
training event. Scheduled for Saturday, August 25 at Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner 
Robins, the training event will offer participants more than 30 workshops to choose from, each 
designed to help congregations become healthier and to fulfill the mission of making disciples of 
Jesus Christ. The event will begin with a time of worship and gathering time around creativity in 



ministry. The training, which starts at 9:30 a.m. and lasts until 4 p.m., features workshops on a 
variety of subjects, from children and youth-focused workshops to spiritual discipline workshops 
to those focused on missions and outreach. The design team urges local church leaders to carpool 
to the event to minimize travel costs and to maximize the benefits of the day by continuing the 
learning conversation during the return trip. The conference cost $25 per person. A boxed lunch 
from Chick-fil-A is included in the registration fee. Safe Sanctuaries compliant childcare is 
available for newborn to fifth-grade children at a cost of $10 per child which covers the cost of 
their lunch. Pre-registration is required for childcare. .5 CEU credits are available for this event. 
For questions, contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com.  
 
Sexual Ethics Workshop – Sept. 13 
The workshop is set for Thursday, Sept. 13 at St. Luke UMC in Columbus from 10 a.m. until 
4 p.m. Cost is $35 and includes lunch. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this 
workshop is required every three years for any person serving under appointment by the bishop 
(clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). For questions, 
email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that spouses and lay employees who are not 
appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. Click here for more information 
on this workshop as well as the dates for the 2018-2019 Sexual Ethics Workshops.  
 
Methodist Children's Home Work Day Offering – Sept. 16 
Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering to 
support the ministry of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth. The Work Day Offering 
for the Methodist Home is a tradition from the 1900s, a time when people, mostly farmers, 
donated the equivalent of one day’s wages to the Methodist Home. Sometimes they would load a 
freight car with cotton or peanuts and send it to Macon. Today folks just use a calculator. The 
amount of the work day offering can be calculated quite simply: Divide your annual income by 
365 (farmers didn’t take vacation days.) For example, if a person made $60,000 a year, it would 
be $60,000 divided by 365 = $164. Whether you give cotton or a check, be assured that your gift 
will bring hope and a new lease on life to the more than 400 children and families they serve 
every day. To learn more about this incredible ministry of our conference visit 
www.themethodisthome.org.  
 

 


