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Truckers wanted at Port Wentworth UMC 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Hundreds of semi-trailer trucks drive past Port Wentworth United Methodist Church each day. 
They’re loud, they rattle the church windows, and the exhaust fills the air.  

The truckers’ presence is impossible to miss, church members and staff say. 

“We hear the clanging and banging of the trucks all day long and sometimes even on Sunday 
mornings during the church services,” said church secretary Laura Weatherford. 

But instead of being frustrated, the Port Wentworth UMC congregation is embracing tractor-
trailer drivers by inviting them to worship services, thanking them for the important job they do, 
and encouraging them with uplifting signs. 

There are 1.7 million semi-truck drivers in the United States. But it’s a lonely, isolating job – 
truckers, sitting high up in their cabs, are rarely seen by most Americans and only stop when 
they have to – and many can fall victim to temptations and vices. 

Port Wentworth UMC wants truck drivers to know that they are seen and appreciated, though, 
and the congregation is using the highly visible church sign – which sits on the front lawn near a 
speed bump – to show its support. 

“Roll on truckers. We are praying for y’all,” read one sign. “Truck drivers: Jesus is your partner 
for the long haul,” read another.  

Located in downtown Port Wentworth, the church sits just down the street from the busy Port of 
Savannah. Established more than 100 years ago for the area’s ship builders, the congregation is 
returning to its blue-collar roots, says Rev. Gary Boyles. 

Rev. Boyles has visited area truck stops and auto-part stores to meet with truck drivers and 
regularly gets calls from them. Some are curious, others are skeptical, and a few have asked him 
to start a Bible study they can join. He meets, talks, and prays with them often. Two have 
accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. 

“They have the same concerns and needs as everyone else,” Rev. Boyles said, except that truck 
drivers do feel people’s contempt. “We just want them to know that we are on their side.”  

Rev. Boyles said that he felt the Lord leading the congregation to reach out to truck drivers after 
a revival preacher challenged them to think about and minister to people in the community others 
weren’t noticing. 



Most of the drivers live nearby but not in Port Wentworth itself. Ray lives in Statesboro but 
drives past the church each Monday morning as Weatherford installs the week’s sign. He stops to 
read the sign, talk to her, and give her a hug. Weatherford and Rev. Boyles pray that Ray will 
soon show up on Sunday morning, too. 

“We want to let them know that not everybody is against them and that we are praying for their 
safety just as we pray for our first responders and our military,” he said. “Without truckers we 
don’t have stocked grocery stores, we don’t have clothes, we don’t have any of our needs. They 
haul everything for us and we need to thank them.” 

On Tuesday, July 31 the congregation will be thanking the drivers with a tangible gift with their 
inaugural “Snacks at the Speedbump” event. Several church members, youth, and children will 
hand out bags of snacks and bottles of water when the drivers slow down to go over the 
speedbump. The bags will also include Rev. Boyle’s business card and info about the church. It’s 
just another way for the congregation to say thank you to the drivers who serve the community 
each and every day, Weatherford said. 

“It makes sense; they drive right by our houses – literally – and by our church, and we see them 
all the time, and we want to wave and smile at them as opposed to honk our horns and make 
them feel unwanted,” she said. “We want to let them know that we appreciate them.” 

 

Q & A with Rev. David Thompson, Coastal District Superintendent 

This is the second in a two-part series that will introduce the new District Superintendents 

ADVOCATE: Tell us a little about yourself. Where did you grow up? Have you always 
lived in South Georgia? 

REV. THOMPSON: I was born in Augusta but my dad worked for Westinghouse, so that was 
the perfect preparation for being a Methodist pastor because I actually moved more with my dad 
than I have as a pastor. We moved all over. Westinghouse was headquartered in Pittsburgh and 
they had places all over western Pennsylvania, so we were all over that area. I grew up there and 
went to school at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, where I got a bachelor’s degree in 
chemistry. I was a research chemist for a little over two years with Bayer Corporation before I 
went to seminary at Asbury.  

ADVOCATE: What’s your faith journey? 

REV. THOMPSON: It was through a United Methodist youth program and youth retreat that I 
came to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. The theme of the retreat was Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s 
book, “The Cost of Discipleship,” set for youth, and I had a powerful encounter with Christ. It 



changed my whole life. It changed my outlook on life, my family situation, the dynamics of our 
family, my studies, everything.  

In college I became involved with a group called InterVarsity Christian Fellowship. They are 
very big in discipleship and missions, and through participating in one of their international 
student missions conferences ... I realized that whatever I did professionally would be a tool for 
sharing the gospel. I had that sense that our vocation is literally our calling; it’s what we’re to do 
in order to serve God. I just didn’t realize that I was going to be a preacher. 

After graduation I took my very first mission trip – for four months – and lived on a ship and did 
medical relief work. That summer I realized that, as much as I enjoyed the medical things we 
were doing, the ministry is what I am supposed to be doing.  

But I already had a job as a chemist lined up, so I worked for a few years, paid off student loans, 
worked as a part-time youth pastor at a United Methodist Church, and then decided to go to 
Asbury Seminary.  

ADVOCATE: Tell us about your ministry philosophy and your guiding principles. 

REV. THOMPSON: Everywhere you go is a mission field. You don’t have to get on a plane 
and go overseas to be on the mission field. If you are a baptized believer in Christ, you’re on the 
mission field.  

I think if we would look at everything around us as a mission field we would see more 
opportunities to share the gospel.  

John Wesley said it first – the world is our parish – but you can flip it around and say the parish 
is our world. Where we are is our mission field, and that’s my philosophy of ministry. If all of 
our churches, if all of our lay people, looked at their world as a mission field there’d be no end to 
the amount of ministry we’d be given. 

ADVOCATE: What are your visions, goals, and hopes for the district? 

REV. THOMPSON: This is a tense time in the life of The United Methodist Church, and it 
would be easy to get completely distracted by all that’s going on and neglect the mission that we 
have right at hand. I believe that the issues we’re facing are critical, but I also believe that the 
mission we’ve been given is essential to who we are, and we can’t forget about that.  

One of my goals is to help us go through this time of change and transition and remember that 
we are Methodists. I want us to remember what it truly means to be called Methodist.  

ADVOCATE: What are the things that most excite you about the district and/or the South 
Georgia Conference?  



REV. THOMPSON: There’s huge potential across the district and the conference. The Coastal 
area of Georgia is one of the top five fastest growing areas of the United States. That’s a lot of 
potential. There are a lot of people moving into our communities and we have work to do. That’s 
exciting to me, that we have opportunities and the potential to do that.  

I’m also excited by how much more we can accomplish as we work together. There’s definitely a 
synergistic effect when we work with one another.  

ADVOCATE: What are some of the biggest challenges you see facing the Conference or 
district? 

REV. THOMPSON: I think our biggest challenge, honestly, is not forgetting who we are, who 
we belong to, and why we exist. If we can remember those things, all the rest of it will take care 
of itself. My goal is to anchor us in that so that we don’t forget who we are, who we belong to, 
and what we’ve been called to do.  

ADVOCATE: What do you like best about serving in the South Georgia Conference? 

REV. THOMPSON: Oh my gosh, I love South Georgia! It’s home. The variety is amazing to 
me. You have everything from the hills and mountains to the flat plains to the coastal areas and 
the farmland. There’s a huge variety of people; I love the people here. There’s an openness, 
there’s a greater degree of responsiveness to the gospel and the Church still has a strong witness 
of what it means to be the Church, and I love that about South Georgia.   

ADVOCATE: Tell us about your family. 

REV. THOMPSON: Jennifer is an ordained deacon, and she’s on transitional leave this year 
because we just moved. She was working as the administrative assistant in the Southwest district 
for Dr. Nita Crump and really enjoyed serving in that ministry. She has a M.A. in World 
Missions and Evangelism and we have three kids. Lydia is our oldest and she will be a senior in 
college this coming fall at Lee University. She is in Papua New Guinea right now, working and 
serving with Wycliffe Bible Translators for the summer. The funny thing is that’s where Jennifer 
went on her very first mission experience. Our twin boys, Ben and Luke, are seniors. 

ADVOCATE: What do you like to do in your free time? What are your hobbies and 
interests? 

REV. THOMPSON: I have a boat and I love to fish and be out on the water. I like to read all 
kinds of different things.  

ADVOCATE: What’s one fact about you that most people don’t know? 

REV. THOMPSON: Jennifer and I have a competition to see who has been to more countries, 
and right now I’m winning. I’ve been to 42 different countries and all the continents but 



Antarctica (I’m not sure I’ll get there, but I might). We’d love to go to Greece at some point, but 
I think Alaska is next for us. 

 

Bishop Bryan will visit each district to discuss Way Forward report 

Bishop Lawson Bryan will be in each of the Conference’s six districts to discuss the Way 
Forward report with clergy and laity. 
 
August 16 - Northwest District  
6:30 pm - 8 pm at St. Luke UMC, Columbus 
 
August 20 - Northeast District  
6:30 pm - 8 pm at Pittman Park UMC, Statesboro 
 
August 27 - South Central District  
6:30 pm - 8 pm at Valdosta FUMC 
 
September 6 - Coastal District  
6:30 pm - 8 pm at Hinesville FUMC 
 
September 9 - North Central District 
6 pm - 7:30 pm at Riverside UMC, Macon 
 
September 18 - Southwest District 
6:30 pm - 8 pm at Avalon UMC, Albany 
 
While the Way Forward report has now been released in English via the Judicial Council docket, 
it is still anticipated that the translation of the report into the other three official languages of The 
United Methodist Church (French, Portuguese, and Kiswahili) will be made available July 30 by 
the Commission on the General Conference. 
 
Bishop Bryan invites all South Georgia clergy and laity to join him in the worldwide prayer 
movement for General Conference and asks for daily prayers from 2:23 to 2:26 as delegates 
prepare for General Conference 2019. 
 
“My challenge before us remains: Stay Calm. Stay Connected. Stay the Course,” he said. “Know 
that I am praying for each of you as together we navigate the days ahead.” 
 
Click here for more information about A Way Forward 



 

A word from Bishop Bryan: Judicial Council releases October docket; includes 
Way Forward report 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
On Thursday, July 12 the Council of Bishops asked the Judicial Council to rule on the 
constitutionality of the three legislative plans submitted by the Commission on a Way Forward to 
the 2019 Special Session of General Conference. (Read more here) 
 
The Judicial Council has posted the docket for their fall meeting, set for Oct. 23-26 in Zurich, 
Switzerland, and the request by the Council of Bishops is among the items to be considered.  
 
Docket No. 1018-12 
 
IN RE: Petition for Declaratory Decision from the Council of Bishops regarding the 
constitutionality of three sets of legislative petitions known as the One Church Plan, 
Connectional Conference Plan, and Traditional Plan. Read More 
 
As part of the Judicial Council’s process, The Book of Discipline requires that requests for a 
declaratory decision, including relevant documents, be posted on the Judicial Council 
website. Included in the 231-page request from the bishops is the full report from the 
Commission on a Way Forward as well as all legislation.  
 
It is still anticipated that the translation of the report into the other three official languages of The 
United Methodist Church (French, Portuguese, and Kiswahili) will be made available July 30 by 
the Commission on the General Conference. 
 
As we study and reflect on the report, I will share more with you in the coming weeks. I also 
invite you to join me to discuss the Way Forward report in your district. 
 
August 16 - Northwest District  
6:30 pm - 8 pm at St. Luke UMC, Columbus 
 
August 20 - Northeast District  
6:30 pm - 8 pm at Pittman Park UMC, Statesboro 
 
August 27 - South Central District  
6:30 pm - 8 pm at Valdosta FUMC 



 
September 6 - Coastal District  
6:30 pm - 8 pm at Hinesville FUMC 
 
September 9 - North Central District 
6 pm - 7:30 pm at Riverside UMC, Macon 
 
September 18 - Southwest District 
6:30 pm - 8 pm at Avalon UMC, Albany 
 
Please remember to join the worldwide prayer movement for General Conference. Let us pray 
daily from 2:23 to 2:26 as we prepare for General Conference 2019. 
 
My challenge before us remains: Stay Calm. Stay Connected. Stay the Course. Know that I am 
praying for each of you as together we navigate the days ahead. 
 
Alive Together in the World, 

Lawson Bryan 

 

Together, it becomes enough 

OUR CONNECTION MATTERS 
NITA CRUMP 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV) 

In late 2010 I went with a group to Barahona, Dominican Republic to work with the people who 
live in the batays and to take food to an orphanage in Haiti that had been badly affected by the 
earthquake. On Sunday we attended worship at a church in Barahona. After worship, we were 
visiting with folks in the church. I happened to be near the lady counting the offering. She 
motioned me over and showed me the offering plate. There were far more coins than bills. We 
had changed money when we entered the country, so I had an idea of how much the coins were 
worth in U.S. money. The collection plate held what looked like a very small offering to my 
preacher eyes. She pushed a small coin from the pile of coins closer to me. At the time, that coin 
was worth about four cents in our money. She said that the small coin was a lot of money for the 
person who had given it, but it wasn’t much compared to the needs of the church. She then 
pulled the coin back into the pile and said, “when it’s added to everything else the people give, it 



becomes enough to do the work God calls us to do.” She was truly a wise woman; wise in the 
ways of the Lord and wise in her knowledge of the thoughts of Americans who had come down 
to “help the poor” in her country.  

Isn’t that the truth with everything related to the church? Nothing that any one individual can 
offer, no matter how large or small, is enough to do all the work the Lord calls us to do, but when 
added to the gifts of other Christians, it becomes enough. That applies to money, time, talents, 
and every other resource God has blessed us with to use in his service. I believe God planned it 
this way to help us understand that we must work together to accomplish his plans for his 
kingdom.   

One person, one Sunday school class, one Bible study group, one mission trip, one youth group, 
one local church. We might be giving all we can give, and it might seem like a lot to us as one 
person, one class, one group, or one local church, but it won’t be enough to do all the work that 
God calls us to do. We aren’t just one person, or one group, or one local church. We are The 
United Methodist Church. We are one church, united, and stretching around the globe in mission 
and ministry to do kingdom work. We are connected to each other and together we can 
accomplish far more than we can individually. Let’s keep our eyes fixed on the One who gave us 
our commission to go into all the world and celebrate all that we accomplish for his sake when 
we remember our connection and work together.   

Dr. Nita Crump serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Contact her 
at nitac@sgaumc.com.  

 

Register today for Pathways Training Event 2018 

Registration is now open for Pathways 2018, to be held at Trinity UMC in Warner 
Robins, Saturday, August 25. Download the brochure for a list of workshops and gather a group 
from your church to "divide and conquer" the many great offerings. After the event, come 
together to learn from each other. You will find something for everyone to equip, encourage, and 
empower both clergy and laity in ministry! For questions, contact Allison Lindsey 
at allison@sgaumc.com.  

Download the brochure I Register I More information 

 

Advocacy: ONE Campaign: “Poverty is Sexist” 

Each year the Advocacy team selects an area of focus from among the four members' deepest 
cares and concerns. This year, the Advocacy team is focusing on ending extreme poverty 
worldwide. 



By Tammy A.K. Mixon-Calderon, Executive Director, Wesley Community Centers of 
Savannah, Inc. 

Overwhelmed and at her wit’s end, Sharon arrived for an appointment with Wesley’s Family 
Advocate in dire need of help and a plan. Sharon is 26 years old and the single mother of six 
children. The needs were many – food, shelter, clothing, assistance filling out applications, and a 
long-term plan of action. Wesley provided Sharon with food for her family, bus vouchers, and 
clothing. Her youngest child was immediately enrolled in Wesley Community Center’s childcare 
program so that Sharon could focus on a long-term plan without worrying about her baby. Her 
older children were provided public school uniforms so they could focus on school without 
worry about their attire. Sharon enrolled in case management and began to regularly meet with 
Wesley’s Family Advocate. She enrolled in Early Learning College to improve her parenting 
skills, received assistance filling out paperwork for child support and re-instatement of public 
benefits, and created a resume to seek employment.  

Although Sharon was able to find employment, her situation still falls into the category of “the 
working poor.” Sharon, and many other women who come through Wesley Community Centers 
of Savannah, Inc.’s door for help, are working but still find themselves in a financial crisis.   

Tia has two children enrolled in our child care program, and Tia is a cosmetologist. Tia and her 
children’s father were doing okay with financial obligations until a serious crisis hit them. One 
afternoon, the kid’s dad came and picked them up from our child care center. Heading home, the 
police stopped him and he decided to jump out of the car and run from the police, leaving the 
children behind and in danger. Dad is now in jail and will serve time. Tia is now under a 
financial burden to manage expenses from one income which originally was covered by two. 

Thanks to grants and some generous donors in the community, Sharon and Tia are able to 
receive assistance from Wesley’s Family Advocacy Program, under the umbrella of Wesley’s 
Family Life Center. Just as Sharon has been helped with many resources like child care and 
linkage to other resources, Tia, too, has been the benefactor of assistance with help with rent and 
utility bills. 

Many women are marginalized poor. Poverty comes in many shapes, sizes, and colors.  
However, many women, even those who try to pull themselves out of their financial situations, 
are at a dead-end road. For women who live in Georgia, the wage gap is no different than many 
other states around the country. 

A Fact Sheet for Georgia indicates median annual pay for a woman who holds a full-time, year-
round job is $36,650 while median annual pay for a man who holds a full-time, year-round job is 
$45,396. This means that women in Georgia are paid 81 cents for every dollar paid to men, 
amounting to an annual wage gap of $8,746. 1The wage gap can be even larger for women of 
color. Among Georgia women who hold full-time, year-round jobs, Black women are paid 63 
cents, Latinas are paid 49 cents, and Asian women are paid 74 cents for every dollar paid to 



white, non-Hispanic men.2 Georgia’s gender wage gap spans the state. In 13 out of 14 (93 
percent) of Georgia’s congressional districts, the median yearly pay for women who work full 
time is less than the median yearly pay for men who do.3 

If the annual wage gap were eliminated, on average, a working woman in Georgia would have 
enough money for:  

• More than 15 additional months of child care;5  

• One additional year of tuition and fees for a four-year public university or the full cost of 
tuition and fees at a two-year community college; 6  

• Approximately 69 more weeks of food for her family (more than one year’s worth);7  

• Nearly seven more months of mortgage and utilities payments;8 or  

• More than 9.5 additional months of rent.9 

(Information from the National Partnership for Women & Families | Fact Sheet | Georgia 
Women and the Wage Gap, April 2017) 

If Sharon, Tia, and other working women who are caught in this poverty sexist scenario are able 
to have a chance to earn equal pay for equal work, women would not have to consistently seek 
out social services to help “fix the immediate financial crisis.” Instead, Sharon, Tia, and other 
women may be able to seek out Wesley Community Centers and other agencies to be support 
networks for women who have stepped up from poverty and are able to discuss how to continue 
to progress toward truly being self-sufficient for them and their children. 

A step in the right direction on this path is the ONE campaign. The One Campaign would love 
for YOU to join forces with them to fight against extreme poverty. Check it out here. 

Tammy A.K. Mixon-Calderon serves as Executive Director of Wesley Community Centers of 
Savannah, Inc. Each year the Advocacy team selects an area of focus from among the four 
members’ deepest cares and concerns. This year, the Advocacy team is focusing on ending 
extreme poverty worldwide. Learn more about the Advocacy team and its efforts 
at www.sgaumc.org/advocacy. 

 

Parable of the Great Dinner 

Spring Quarter: Justice in the New Testament 
Unit 2: Jesus Calls for Justice and Mercy 



Sunday school lesson for the week of July 29, 2018 
By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

Purpose: To realize God’s greatest hope and intention for the world.  

Scripture Lesson: Luke 14:15-24 CEB 

“When one of the dinner guests heard Jesus’ remarks, he said to Jesus, ‘Happy are those who 
will feast in God’s kingdom.’ Jesus replied, ‘A certain man hosted a large dinner and invited 
many people. When it was time for the dinner to begin, he sent his servant to tell the invited 
guests, ‘Come! The dinner is now ready.’ One by one, they all began to make excuses. The first 
one told him, ‘I bought a farm and must go and see it. Please excuse me.’ Another said, ‘I bought 
five teams of oxen, and I’m going to check on them. Please excuse me.’ Another said, ‘I just got 
married, so I can’t come.’ When he returned, the servant reported these excuses to his master. 
The master of the house became angry and said to his servant, ‘Go quickly to the city’s streets, 
the busy ones and the side streets, and bring the poor, crippled, blind, and lame.’ The servant 
said, ‘Master, your instructions have been followed and there is still room.’ The master said to 
the servant, ‘Go to the highways and back alleys and urge people to come in so that my house 
will be filled. I tell you, not one of those who were invited will taste my dinner.’”  

Key Verse: “Go quickly to the city’s streets, the busy ones and the side streets, and bring the 
poor, crippled, blind, and lame.” (Luke 14:21) 

Another Parable 

The Adult Bible Studies Summer 2018 Series’ author begins this week’s lesson urging us to 
remember the Purpose Statement throughout our study of the lesson as it relates to the Luke 
verses in our text. We engage in another parable as we have done throughout the summer series 
lessons. The writer wants us to briefly review the lessons from two and five as a reference and 
will also provide further insight into the understanding and interpretations of parables as short 
stories that illustrate a larger truth.  

The writer further wishes to convey that storytelling has been used to communicate important 
matters throughout human civilization. Such stories are used culturally for a better understanding 
of things like rites of passage, family indoctrination, and for confirmation about the history of the 
church and its clouds of witnesses. Additionally, parables serve as “spiritual truths” that aid in 
making sermons memorable and create a strong connection to the characters and actions of the 
narrative. Jesus’ parable-telling, for example, helps listeners relate to the character(s) from the 
story and causes listeners to make judgments about characters.  

The Text in Context 

The parable in this week’s lesson, Luke 14:15-24, is an extension of other accounts in the Gospel 
of Luke. The preceding text is used where Jesus was gathered around the table “in the home of 



one of the leaders of the Pharisees” (Luke 14:1). In the gathering, Jesus witnessed the guests 
jockeying for “the best seats at the table” (verse 7). Because of their need to feel important and 
their bad behavior in the quest for the best seats, the author says Jesus used “shrewd guidelines 
for hosts extending invitations.” In other words, he provided instructions for those hearers to 
consider appropriate behavior in response to an invitation. His response also included this 
address: “All who lift themselves up will be brought low, and those who make themselves low 
will be lifted up” (verse 11).  Furthermore, the author communicates that Jesus’ teaching proved 
that he was speaking less about “table manners” and more about extending invitations to those 
who are not related nor have a social status similar to the host (high earthly places). “Don’t invite 
your friends, your brothers and sisters, your relatives, or rich neighbors. If you do, they will 
invite you in return and that will be your reward. Instead, when you give a banquet, invite the 
poor, crippled, lame and blind” (verses 12–13). Jesus used this parable and our lesson’s parable 
to symbolically describe God’s kingdom, which is for all persons regardless of their station in 
life. 

Teacher, ask: How difficult is it to invite persons that are not similar to you to an event? What is 
the fear or threat?   

Parable of the Great Dinner 

Luke 14:15 

As we begin the exegesis of the text, the writer says that the parable is a complement to the 
previous lesson in which eating in the Kingdom (Luke 13:29) is compared to Luke 14:15 and the 
rejection of the expected guests (Luke 13:28) is compared to 14:24. Jesus’ parable was in 
response to the question from one of the dinner guests about how to behave at the dinner table, 
and about to whom the invitations of the host should be extended. One of the dinner guests said, 
after hearing Jesus’ teaching, “Happy are those who will feast in God’s kingdom.” It appears that 
the dinner guest was making the connection between the great banquet and the kingdom of God. 
To this point, the writer connects verse 15 with the great messianic banquet at the eschaton (end 
of age) to the Hebrew prophets and uses Isaiah 25:6 as an example: “On this mountain, the Lord 
of heavenly forces will prepare for all peoples a rich feast, a feast of choice wines, of select foods 
rich in flavor, or choice wines well refined.” 

Additionally, the author points to Matthew’s “banquet” parable (Matthew 22:1-14) as similar to 
Luke’s, but with some distinctions: according to verses 3 and 4, those who were invited received 
two invitations, the servants that gave the invitations were mistreated (verse 6), the host/king 
executed the original persons that were invited (verse 7), and one of the guests that was 
“improperly dressed” was thrown out (verses 11-14).  Matthew’s banquet parable explicitly tells 
the story of how the least of those were grossly mistreated at this earthly banquet, which is a 
stark contrast to Jesus’ teachings about the kingdom of God, where all should be welcomed with 
grace.  



In Luke 14:15-24, the writer states that the text “treats us to a story in which we reason that 
wedding feasts were grand celebrations.” It also explains that these grand celebrations could take 
up to two weeks, and that a response was necessary because of the required preparation by the 
host to accommodate all the guests. 

Verses 16-20 

The text reads that Jesus said, “A certain man hosted a large dinner and invited many people. 
When it was time for the dinner to begin, he sent his servant to tell the invited guests, ‘Come! 
The dinner is now ready.’ One by one, they all began to make excuses.” The writer suggests that 
the invited guests had initially responded that they would attend, and at first glance, the 
responses seem to be exaggerated excuses and deliberate insults.  However, the writer brings 
plausible legitimacy to those “excuses.” Two of three excuses (concern about making a living, 
and concern for the well-being of a family) could be viewed as economic situations. The third 
guest had just been married, and Jewish culture would exempt a newly married man from serving 
in the military. To this point, the writer refers to Deuteronomy 20:7: “Is there anyone here who is 
engaged but not yet married? He may leave and go back to his house; otherwise, he might die in 
the battle and someone else would marry his fiancé.” Deuteronomy 24:5 reads, “A newly 
married man doesn’t have to march in battle…” However, the writer ultimately decides that they 
were all “excuses” because what the host’s invitation in the parable really represents is eternal 
life in God’s kingdom. In other words, the host/king’s invitation is about God’s invitation, and 
these people rejected God because of their self-interests. 

Teacher, ask: In what ways are Jesus’ reversals in God’s kingdom related to how the world 
operates?  

Now what? 

Verses 21-24 

Nevertheless, the host is determined to fill the house, and after the rejection from his social 
equals in response to his first invitation, he turns to the lower social class (verses 13 and 21). 
These “second-class” citizens are treated like the upper class. Still, there was room for more, so 
the master instructed the servant to go to the highways and lowly places and extend invitations so 
that the house would be filled. Similarly, during Jesus’ time, the Pharisees decided whom they 
thought belonged in God’s kingdom, which is why Jesus taught this parable. Just as the affluent 
citizens who rejected the master’s invitation were left out, those rejecting God’s invitation will 
be lost and left out, but the doors to His kingdom are open with love and grace for all. 

Teacher, ask: What other ways can these parables be used to tell stories about how the world 
and society work?  



In conclusion, the writer summarizes the three groups of the three invitations as 1) the religious 
establishment, 2) the Jewish people, and 3) the lower social status society, or “undesirables.” The 
ones who did not reject God’s kingdom invitation were “the poor, crippled, blind, and lame,” and 
those in the “back alleys.” Those who tried to keep their elite status are now the outcasts because 
of their rejection of God. 

Closing Prayer 

Father, God, we thank you for the opportunity to realize and receive your greatest hope and 
intention for the world and us.  Let us not just be hearers, but doers of your Word.  May we be 
open to inviting and receiving those that are challenged and marginalized. Let us be mindful to 
respond to your invitation without selfish excuses. Amen. 

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. 
Contact her at earnestine@sgaumc.com.   

The “Adult Bible Studies, Series Summer 2018, Justice in the New Testament” is used for the 
content of this lesson. 

 

God’s Justice 

Spring Quarter: Justice in the New Testament 
Unit 3:  Paul Teaches About New Life in Christ 

Sunday school lesson for the week of August 5, 2018 
By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

Purpose: To commit to leading a nonjudgmental and repentant life.   

Scripture Lesson: Romans 2:1-12 (CEB)  

Background Scripture: Romans 2:1-16 

“Every single one of you who judge others is without any excuse. You condemn yourself when 
you judge another person because the one who is judging is doing the same things. We know that 
God’s judgment agrees with the truth, and his judgment is against those who do these kinds of 
things. If you judge those who do these kinds of things while you do the same things yourself, 
think about this: Do you believe that you will escape God’s judgment? Or do you have contempt 
for the riches of God’s generosity, tolerance, and patience? Don’t you realize that God’s 
kindness is supposed to lead you to change your heart and life? You are storing up wrath for 
yourself because of your stubbornness and your heart that refuses to change. God’s just 
judgment will be revealed on the day of wrath. God will repay everyone based on their works. On 
the one hand, he will give eternal life to those who look for glory, honor, and immortality based 



on their patient good work. But on the other hand, there will be wrath and anger for those who 
obey wickedness instead of the truth because they are acting out of selfishness and disobedience. 
There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil, for the Jew first and also 
for the Greek. But there will be glory, honor, and peace for everyone who does what is good, for 
the Jew first and also for the Greek. God does not have favorites.” 

Key Verses: “But there will be glory, honor, and peace for everyone who does what is good, for 
the Jew first and also for the Greek. God does not have favorites.” (Romans 2:10-11) 

Hearing the Word 

Paul’s Epistle to Rome 

The Adult Bible Studies Summer 2018 Series’ author begins this week’s lesson by introducing us 
to a brief history of Christian theology. It begins with the vital role that the Romans played in the 
formation of theologians or their movements, and by providing information about the power of 
Romans’ influence on those such as Augustine and Martin Luther. Augustine’s writing of 
hearing a voice in a Milan garden saying, “take up and read,” is used here as an example of the 
Roman influence of Paul’s epistle to Rome, Chapter 13: “Dress yourself with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and don’t plan to indulge your selfish desires” (verse 14). Martin Luther is used as an 
example because of his writing in a commentary about the Romans’ influence. Luther’s writing 
had a significant impact on John Wesley as well. Furthermore, the Protestant doctrines of 
justification and sanctification were formed from Luther’s understanding of Paul’s theology. 

According to some scholars, Paul is credited with writing between seven and 13 of the letters in 
the New Testament. Some theologian scholars believe that seven of the letters – Romans, 
Philemon, 1 Thessalonians, Galatians, 1 Corinthians, Philippians, and 2 Corinthians – are 
undisputed as his writings, and are classified as authentic Pauline letters. However, the letters 
that are in dispute are the epistles of Colossians and 2 Thessalonians.   

What is the Book of Romans about? 

The author believes that Romans is the most popular of Paul’s letter across centuries. It is a 
lengthy letter – his longest, in fact – and considered to be the most complex. He addressed the 
specific issues that had arisen in the church. Even though he was not the church planter, nor did 
he visit the church in Rome in the beginning, he was straightforward in addressing the issues that 
needed to be corrected. The author also deems that “Romans is about as close as Paul comes to a 
systematic explanation of the gospel from his point of view,” and that Romans serves as Paul’s 
main “theological or doctrinal” understanding of the gospel. His letter to Rome included ethical 
faith practices that could be applied to those issues he was addressing with the congregation. 
Moreover, the writer characterizes Romans 12–15 as an “academics section ‘paranesis,’” which 
means that it gives “advice of a moral, ethical, or religious nature,” and that this practice is 
demonstrated in his other letters as well. 



Additionally, one of Paul’s missions in writing the letter was to collect offerings from the Gentile 
churches and give to the poor in Jerusalem. The author uses Romans 15:26 to this point: 
“Macedonia and Achaia have been happy to make a contribution for the poor among God’s 
people in Jerusalem.” Similarly, he would also have planned to eventually visit the more wealthy 
church in Rome to collect an offering as well.  Despite his desire to collect offerings, the author 
expresses that Paul’s primary purpose in writing Romans was to communicate the gospel.   

The Text in Context 

Paul begins with a greeting to those members of the Roman church (Romans 1:1-7).  After this 
salutation, he gives thanks for them. The writer says that Paul’s reason for using this style of 
salutation was two-fold: to establish a good rapport before addressing their issues (which would 
come with a sharp rebuke) and laying the foundation to ask for an offering.  

Furthermore, the author conveys that the first chapter of Romans served as an introduction to 
people that he did not know. In Chapter 2, Paul addressed issues of those that are judgmental 
towards others but are guilty of the same sins. “God will repay everyone based on their works” 
(Romans 2:6). Paul’s message to these Gentile and Jewish believers was that they were in danger 
of God’s righteous judgment.   

Romans 2:1-3 

Before expounding on the interpretation of these verses, the writer examines the previous chapter 
on Paul’s chastisement of the Gentiles, thus introducing the concept of “natural theology,” which 
is God revealed in nature or through reason. Paul’s point was that the Gentiles knew God and for 
support used this statement: “Ever since the creation of the world, God’s invisible qualities – 
eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, because they are understood through 
the things God has made. So humans are without excuse. Although they knew God, they didn’t 
honor God as God or thank Him” (Romans 1:20-21). Paul’s rebuke of the Gentile parallels his 
rebuke of the Jews. “Every single one of you is without excuse” (Chapter 2). It also proclaims 
that those who judge and are doing the same thing that they accused others of will be subject to 
God’s judgment, for God judges those who judge others.  

Verses 4-6 

The author’s interpretation of these verses of Paul’s writing suggests judgment by others as a 
reflection of the Wisdom Literature reading. “God is kind, patient, and long-suffering… toward 
Israel.” This perspective suggests that the sins of Israel were not as awful as the sins of others. 
However, Paul warned that God’s patience and mercy were granted to give them the opportunity 
to correct their hearts and their behavior. If those corrections did not occur, God’s leniency and 
mercy would eventually turn to wrath. To support this point, the writer uses Psalm 62:12 that 
reads, “God’s just judgment according to works as an expression of God’s power and mercy.”  



Teacher, ask: In what ways has or does society provoke God’s wrath because of disobedience 
and sinful ways? What have been the consequences or what may be some inevitable 
consequences? 

Verses 7-12 

Here again, Paul rebukes those believers because of their callous actions and reminds those who 
do their good works to the honor and glory of God that they will be rewarded. Those that act 
wickedly in this life, however, will be punished. Additionally, persons who wait patiently for the 
rewards of their labor will be blessed, whereas those who are wicked and non-truth-tellers will be 
judged harshly as they will receive God’s wrath.  Paul makes it clear that these persons act 
because of their selfish interests, which serve only them. The author further conveys that Paul 
was intentional in not providing a list of dos and don’ts because he was conscious not to 
“endorse the merit-measuring schemes that, despite not being at the covenantal heart of Judaism, 
nevertheless played some role in discussions of final judgment.” Contrarily, Paul’s writing is 
direct and clear in its message: “There will be trouble and distress for every human being who 
does evil, for the Jew first and also the Greek” (verse 9). It is important to note that the word 
“Greek” in the Scripture is occasionally used synonymously with the word “Gentile.” The 
meaning is the same.   

Teacher, ask: Why do you think Paul felt it necessary to address the people in Rome with a 
direct rebuke along with dire consequences of their evil actions and the judgments of others? Do 
you believe that it was effective? Is it effective today? If so, in what ways? 

In essence, Paul was expressing that God is the only judge of people and He is ever righteous.  
The text conveys his explicit distinction between the righteousness of God’s judgment and of 
those that judge others. More so, the writer communicates that the Law was principal to the 
Jewish community, but it was not effective, or only marginally so, for both communities, as it 
did not provide a “closure” for the Jews and Gentiles’ faith.  Through history, these first-century 
people understood that the Law did not bring what they desired.   

Teacher, ask: Why is God the only one that can judge? How did Paul view the Law’s purpose? 

The writer says the Law (nomos) was important according to Paul’s writing in four distinct ways: 
figuratively, as a “principle;” generically, as a “statute;” as a reference to the entire Old 
Testament; and as a reference specifically to the Mosaic law, the Torah. Regardless of the Law 
and its importance, it could not bring about faith and could not bring the people into the salvation 
of Christ; it only served as governance in people’s lives and the community. Paul writes, “The 
righteous person will live by faith” (Romans 1:17). 

As we conclude this week’s lesson, it is vital that we remember from Paul’s writing to the church 
in Rome that judgment belongs to God, the righteous One. We must commit ourselves to live a 
life that demonstrates faith and acts of Christian principles and doctrines. Furthermore, we must 



strive to do our work patiently and to the glory of God, and to live a life of repentance so that we 
may be pleasing in God’s sight. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 
3:23). 

Closing prayer 

Father, we know you alone have the authority to judge. We pray for your mercy and grace in the 
many ways that we err and are disobedient to your will. May our unrighteous self-interests be 
removed from our hearts and minds and our good works be magnified for your glory. Amen. 

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. 
Contact her at earnestine@sgaumc.com.   

The “Adult Bible Studies, Series Summer 2018, Justice in the New Testament” is used for the 
content of this lesson 

 

Being Neighborly  

Dr. Hal Brady 

You know the story. I once saw it mimed by a youth group in a worship service. The wounded 
person was stretched out on the floor in the chancel area. A figure representing the priest came 
up, took a look and turned his back. Next, another figure representing the Levite came up, took a 
look and turned his back. 

At this point in the worship service, all of us present confessed our sins of omission and 
commission in unison and received absolution (forgiveness).  

Then, the Samaritan came up, took a look, knelt down, put his arms around the wounded person, 
and together they walked away. We immediately had altar prayers and renewed our commitment 
to God and the ways of compassion. 

In describing the Samaritan, Jesus said, “And when he saw him, the wounded man, he had 
compassion and went to him...” (Luke 10:33, 34). Thus, the real point of this parable is not who 
is my neighbor, which is anybody in need, but how should I embody being a neighbor, living 
under the purposes of God. 

First, a true neighbor knows no boundaries! It is a mark of Jesus’ skill as a storyteller that he 
never identifies the wounded man by the side of the road. He is only a “man” which means 
anybody at all (male, female, foe, victim, anyone). As I mentioned, the man by the side of the 
road represents “anyone” in need. 



The Samaritan simply enters into the wounded man’s situation. He had compassion on him. And, 
of course, compassion means “to suffer with.” It means to suffer alongside, to enter fully into the 
circumstances of the other, sharing whatever comes.  

Max Mueller has written that to the Greek every foreigner was a “barbarian;” to the Jew every 
stranger was a “Gentile dog;” and to the Mohammedan every alien was an “infidel.” Then Jesus 
came and erased these scornful titles from the dictionaries of humankind and wrote there instead, 
“brothers and sisters.” 

In our culture today, having compassion means entering into the situation of the “other.” Writing 
in his book, “On the Brink Of Everything,” Parker J. Palmer, founder and senior partner emeritus 
of the Center for Courage & Renewal and noted author, states that “The renewal this nation 
needs will not come from people who are afraid of “otherness” in race, ethnicity, religious or 
sexual orientation. Because of that fear, our once-vital society is gridlocked and stagnant, if not 
actively regressing.” A true neighbor knows no boundaries. 

Second, a true neighbor moves beyond generalities! The hero in our story moved beyond 
generalities and actually offered practical assistance. He bound up the victim’s wounds with his 
own hands and took him to a place of safety.  

In the movie, “Pay it Forward” a young boy came up with a big, audacious goal to change the 
world. His idea was to have every person influence three other people by an act of specific 
service and kindness. The three persons who received help would then “pay it forward” by 
specifically influencing three other people. 

The late Dr. Howard Hendricks, longtime professor at the Dallas Theological Seminary in 
Dallas, Texas, said that when he was in elementary school in Philadelphia, he was one of five 
boys his fifth-grade teacher predicted would end up in jail. Three of them did, but Hendricks was 
rescued by his sixth-grade teacher who saw his potential. She said, “I’ve heard a lot about you, 
but don’t believe a word of it.” 

People are always looking for someone to say, “I believe in you.” In Hendricks case, he took it to 
heart and began passing along the same belief in his students. A few of his students include some 
of the biggest names in evangelical Christianity: Tony Evans, Chuck Swindoll, and David 
Jeremiah. But it all goes back to that six-grade teacher who specifically said to Hendricks, “I 
believe in you.” A true neighbor moves beyond generalities. 

And third, a true neighbor serves and serves and keeps on serving! A true neighbor always serves 
(and let it be emphasized) always has a service to render. 

The Samaritan took the wounded man to the inn. He paid the innkeeper to look after him for as 
long as it took to get the man back on his feet. 

So many of us, however, prefer a “quick fix.” We want to do something for others, but we want 
to do it quickly. We can commit for a few days. But human struggles often come with the long 
haul. We tend to forget that most of God’s work is complex and usually takes a while. 



Take a closer look at Jesus. He kept serving and serving and serving until he finally served his all 
at Calvary. 

Some years ago Albert Schweitzer, speaking to a graduating class in an English school, said, “I 
do not know what your destiny will be. Some of you will probably occupy remarkable positions. 
But I do know one thing. The only ones among you who will be really happy are those who have 
sought and found how to ‘serve Christ.’ And serving Christ always means loving and assisting 
others.” 

I reiterate, the real point here is not who is my neighbor, which is anybody in need, but how 
should I embody being a neighbor, living under the purposes of God. 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and 
offer encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries 
(halbradyministries.com). 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – July  
 
7/01 – Donald Wood: 157 Arlington Row; Macon, GA 31210  
7/01 – Kenneth West: 4183 GA Hwy 93; Pelham, GA 31779  
7/02 – Hugh Davis: 102 Mossland Dr.; Perry, GA 31069-9213  
7/07 – Ross Freeman: 2395 Hwy. 20 SE; Conyers, GA 30013  
7/08 – Earl Bishop: 315 E. Misty Lane; Blairsville, GA 30512  
7/09 – Marshall Singletary: 200 White Blossom Trail; Thomasville, GA 31757  
7/10 – Betty Lou Miller: 485 Tylerstone Dr.; Fuquay-Varina, NC 27526  
7/11 – Thom Davies: 1 Seventh Street #1004; Augusta, GA 30901  
7/12 – Eric Sizemore: PO Box 472; Rochelle, GA 31079  
7/13 – Randy Carnley: PO Box 345; Midville, GA 30441  
7/14 – Loran Smith: 5290 Arkwright Road; Macon, GA 31210  
7/14 – Ronnie Wills: 81 Gatlin Bluff; Thomasville, GA 31757  
7/16 – Roland Fall: 321 Lake Joy Rd.; Perry, GA 31069  
7/18 – Ray Bittner: 130 Ford St.; Poulan, GA 31781  
7/18 – Sonny Mason: 2218 Glendale Rd.; Augusta, GA 30904  
7/19 – Sam Rogers, III: 5300 Zebulon Road, #15; Macon, GA 31210  
7/20 – Man Lee: 18 Mannering Dr.; Dover, DE 19901  
7/20 – Charles McCook: 719 Cherokee Rd.; LaGrange, GA 30240  
7/20 – Isaac Moon: 100 Riverside; Griffin, GA 30224  
7/21 – Richard Lanning: 104 MacIntosh Lane; Centerville, GA 31028  
7/22 – Wayne MacDonald: PO Box 913; Lumber City, GA 31549  
7/22 – H.L. Pharr: 2302 Echols Rd.; Cumming, GA 30041  
7/23 – Norman Dunlap: 708 Robins Nest Ct.; Columbus, GA 31909  
7/24 – Donald Woeltjen: PO Box 1322; Fitzgerald, GA 31750  
7/25 – Elvin East: 80 Cypress Trail; Lakeland, GA 31635  
7/25 – Lewis Strickland: 1034 Colvin Dr.; Locust Grove, GA 30248  



7/27 – Charles Ricks: 4191 Mt. Union Rd.; Huntington, WV 25701  
7/27 – Mark Zeitlin: 203 Victorian Lake Dr.; Brunswick, GA 31525  
7/28 – Ron Dixon: 1194 Country Club Dr.; Wrens, GA 30833 
7/28 – Donna Sue Roberts: 1209 Loblolly Lane; Bainbridge, GA 39817 
7/29 – Jim Kenney, Sr.: 2204 Knights Bridge; Brunswick, GA 31525 
7/29 – Sylvia Kersey: 861 Pine Hill Rd.; Dublin, GA 31021  
7/29 – Al Lewis, Jr.: 915 E. 42nd St.; Tifton, GA 31794  
7/31 – Lowery Brantley: PO Box 125; Pineview, GA 31071 
 
 

Scripture Readings – July 24 
 
July 29 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 11:1-15 
Psalm 14 
Ephesians 3:14-21 
John 6:1-21 
 
Aug. 5 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a 
Psalm 51:1-12 (UMH 785) 
Ephesians 4:1-16 
John 6:24-35 
 
Aug. 12 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 
Psalm 130 (UMH 848) 
Ephesians 4:25-5:2 
John 6:35, 41-51 
 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 7/24/2018 edition 

Way Forward Report Conversations with Bishop Bryan, Northwest District – Aug. 16 
Bishop Bryan invites laity and clergy in the Northwest District to join him to discuss the Way 
Forward report from 6:30 pm until 8 pm at St. Luke UMC in Columbus. Click here for more 
information about the Way Forward. 

Christian Education Sunday – Aug. 19 
Christian Education Sunday “calls the Church as the people of God to be open to growth and 
learning as disciples of Jesus Christ.” 



Way Forward Report Conversations with Bishop Bryan, Northeast District – Aug. 20 
Bishop Bryan invites laity and clergy in the Northeast District to join him to discuss the Way 
Forward report from 6:30 pm until 8 pm at Pittman Park UMC in Statesboro. Click here for more 
information about the Way Forward. 

Pathways – Aug. 25 
Churches looking for new ideas, networking opportunities and practical, quality training for their 
pastors, parishioners, staff and leaders need look no further than this year’s Pathways leadership 
training event. Scheduled for Saturday, August 25 at Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner 
Robins, the training event will offer participants more than 30 workshops to choose from, each 
designed to help congregations become healthier and to fulfill the mission of making disciples of 
Jesus Christ. The event will begin with a time of worship and gathering time around creativity in 
ministry. The training, which starts at 9:30 a.m. and lasts until 4 p.m., features workshops on a 
variety of subjects, from children and youth-focused workshops to spiritual discipline workshops 
to those focused on missions and outreach. The design team urges local church leaders to carpool 
to the event to minimize travel costs and to maximize the benefits of the day by continuing the 
learning conversation during the return trip. The conference cost $25 per person. A boxed lunch 
from Chick-fil-A is included in the registration fee. Safe Sanctuaries compliant childcare is 
available for newborn to fifth-grade children at a cost of $10 per child which covers the cost of 
their lunch. Pre-registration is required for childcare. .5 CEU credits are available for this event. 
For questions, contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com.  

Way Forward Report Conversations with Bishop Bryan, South Central District – Aug. 27 
Bishop Bryan invites laity and clergy in the South Central District to join him to discuss the Way 
Forward report from 6:30 pm until 8 pm at Valdosta First UMC. Click here for more information 
about the Way Forward. 

Way Forward Report Conversations with Bishop Bryan, Coastal District – Sept. 6 
Bishop Bryan invites laity and clergy in the Coastal District to join him to discuss the Way 
Forward report from 6:30 pm until 8 pm at Hinesville UMC. Click here for more information 
about the Way Forward. 
 

Way Forward Report Conversations with Bishop Bryan, North Central District – Sept. 9 
Bishop Bryan invites laity and clergy in the North Central District to join him to discuss the Way 
Forward report from 6 pm until 7:30 pm at Riverside UMC in Macon. Click here for more 
information about the Way Forward. 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – Sept. 13 
The workshop is set for Thursday, Sept. 13 at St. Luke UMC in Columbus from 10 a.m. until 
4 p.m. Cost is $35 and includes lunch. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this 
workshop is required every three years for any person serving under appointment by the bishop 
(clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). For questions, 
email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that spouses and lay employees who are not 



appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. Click here for more information 
on this workshop as well as the dates for the 2018-2019 Sexual Ethics Workshops.  

Methodist Children's Home Work Day Offering – Sept. 16 
Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering to 
support the ministry of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth. The Work Day Offering 
for the Methodist Home is a tradition from the 1900s, a time when people, mostly farmers, 
donated the equivalent of one day’s wages to the Methodist Home. Sometimes they would load a 
freight car with cotton or peanuts and send it to Macon. Today folks just use a calculator. The 
amount of the work day offering can be calculated quite simply: Divide your annual income by 
365 (farmers didn’t take vacation days.) For example, if a person made $60,000 a year, it would 
be $60,000 divided by 365 = $164. Whether you give cotton or a check, be assured that your gift 
will bring hope and a new lease on life to the more than 400 children and families they serve 
every day. To learn more about this incredible ministry of our conference visit 
www.themethodisthome.org.  

Way Forward Report Conversations with Bishop Bryan, Southwest District – Sept. 18 
Bishop Bryan invites laity and clergy in the Southwest District to join him to discuss the Way 
Forward report from 6:30 pm until 8 pm at Avalon UMC in Albany. Click here for more 
information about the Way Forward. 
 


