
SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE – AUGUST 7 EDITION 

Blessing Boxes benefit communities 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Broxton United Methodist Church may be a small church in a small town, but the congregation’s 
generosity knows no bounds. 

Broxton UMC is just one of a handful of South Georgia United Methodist Churches who have 
embraced a grassroots movement to address food insecurity by installing Blessing Boxes, tiny 
pantries filled with donated food, toiletries and hygiene items, and other necessities.  

Jerry Hudson first got the idea for Broxton UMC’s Blessing Box after seeing a Little Free 
Library in a state park. He thought it was a good idea and something a church could try, but with 
food instead of books.  

24.5 percent of Coffee County’s population live below the poverty line, and hunger is a problem 
statewide, with 1,561,360 people struggling just in Georgia, according to Feeding America. 

“It’s a simple way to solve a temporary need,” Hudson says of the box, which is filled with non-
perishable food, canned goods, a few books, Upper Room devotionals, New Testament Bibles, a 
few small toys and baby clothes, paper towels, toilet paper, and small toiletries.  

“There’s a hunger problem state wide, but I think what sells a lot of people on it is that it cuts 
through a lot of the red tape on both ends,” Hudson said of the Blessing Box. “It takes some of 
the embarrassment out of asking for food; it’s not easy asking for help sometimes.” 

People can drive or walk up to the Blessing Box, Hudson says, and take whatever they need, 
whether it’s one can of food, a few items, or everything in the box. 

“This gets rid of all of the stigma, any judgment,” he said. “We have an unfortunate tendency to 
demonize a lot of folks and make assumptions. With this it’s just there and available. If they 
want one can of corn, that’s great. If they need everything in the box, that’s okay, too.” 

Nearly a year and a half ago the Bricklayers Men’s Group of Bethel Brick United Methodist 
Church in Sylvania built and dedicated their Blessing Box. The box has been a blessing to the 
congregation and the community, said Rev. Kitty Newton, pastor of Bethel Brick UMC, and is 
just one more way for the congregation to love and support those who live and work nearby. 

“It’s put out there to help people, and that’s what we’re about – spreading the Word through our 
actions,” she said. “In other words, putting feet to the Word; putting our feet and our hands to 
work, not just talking about loving one another and helping one another, but actually doing it.” 



Arco United Methodist Church’s Blessing Box is usually pretty bare each Sunday when 
members check it, says Rev. Wesley Deverger, and that tells the congregation that it’s being used 
regularly.  

The box, which is filled with non-perishable foods like canned goods and rice plus toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, and bug spray, stands next to the church social hall’s driveway so people can pull 
right up and get what they need. 

Rev. Deverger and members of the Brunswick congregation have built relationships with 
neighborhood residents and have asked their needs to get a feel for what should be included in 
the church’s Blessing Box. Members of the local Gideons International association keep the box 
stocked with New Testament Bibles. 

The box is simple to build and easy to maintain, Rev. Deverger said, and it is a way for the Arco 
UMC congregation to help their neighbors. 

“We want to let the community know that there’s a church and a group of people who care and 
want to make a difference,” he said. “In our fast-paced world we seem to lose touch with each 
other and local needs, but this gives us a chance to stay in touch.” 

In Whigham, there are no full-time feeding programs during the summer or over the weekends, 
says Clay Brown, a member of Whigam UMC, so he decided that his Eagle Scout project would 
help address that need. 

The 18-year-old Cairo High School graduate and his dad drew up plans for their Little Free 
Pantry and Brown built it. He installed the two-foot-by-three-foot box on March 21 and the 
response has been overwhelmingly positive, Brown said. The pantry is being used frequently, 
more than he expected. 

The experience was rewarding for Brown, and he says that it doesn’t take a grand act to help 
your community. 

“You don’t have to do something huge …. (to help). You can just go around to houses giving 
canned goods to people. It’s as simple as that.” 

The concept behind the Blessing Box is simple, said Rev. Gary Griffin, pastor of Broxton UMC.  

“Take what you need, add what you can. Above all, be blessed.” 

 

North Central churches partner to share resources, expand ministries, host 
Connectional VBS 



By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Four small, rural churches in the North Central District came alive this summer as they partnered 
to do more together than they could individually. 

Piney Mount United Methodist in Tennille, Tennille First United Methodist Church, Davisboro 
United Methodist Church, and New Hope United Methodist joined forces June 10 through June 
13 for a Connectional Vacation Bible School.   

How do four congregations – a few without children or youth of their own – host a successful 
VBS program? That was the question some asked when discussing whether or not to participate, 
said Rev. Mike Bankston, pastor of Piney Mount UMC.  

“We found it really easy to work within the United Methodist connection,” he said, noting that 
all four congregations are in the same cluster and are all in Washington County. “We all feel like 
that’s what it’s there for. We all have our separate congregations and churches, but we’re all 
United Methodist and we’re all part of a larger connectional body, and we felt like we could 
utilize it and pool our resources and do something amazing for the witness of Jesus Christ in 
Washington County.” 

About 50 children, most from outside of Piney Mount UMC, attended the Connectional VBS. 
This included a busload of children from First Love Kids, a local ministry that serves community 
children. Thirty volunteers from the four congregations served as teachers, cooks, food servers, 
storytellers, and more.  

Vacation Bible School had been a tradition at Tennille First UMC and a vital part of its 
children’s ministries, but as the congregation aged there were fewer and fewer children who 
attended. Still passionate about serving and continuing that important ministry, the congregation 
was eager to partner in the Connectional VBS. 

“It lets us continue to do what we have a passion for, and that’s serving the children,” said Rev. 
Randall Smith, pastor of Tennille First UMC. “We share our resources, teach, and prepare and 
serve the food. It keeps us active in an area where we really have a passion. We had the passion 
in our cluster to combine our talents and gifts and resources, and it was a really good way for us 
to work as a community.” 

Not only have the congregations come together for Vacation Bible School, but they’ve found joy 
in the connection on Christmas Eve and Ash Wednesday as they’ve held joint services that 
utilize the resources and talents of all the churches. This helps their witness to the community 
and expands their ministries, Rev. Smith said, and brings the congregations together with a 
unified purpose. 

“It allows us to do more than we could do on our own,” he said. 



“We’re small, rural churches, and we have our own services, but it’s so much more meaningful 
when we can come together and share in all of this. It’s fun. We’re connectional, so let’s do it!”  

 

Georgia Pastors' School invites clergy to consider the 'Inside Out Church' 

By Jessica Bradford  

For many years, hundreds of active and retired clergy have convened near the banks of historic 
Frederica River at Epworth By The Sea for the annual Georgia Pastors’ School. Pastors’ School 
provides inspiration, education, worship, fellowship, fun and relaxation for North and South 
Georgia clergy and their families. 
  
This year’s theme "Inside Out Church - Engaging Your Community in Mission" challenged 
clergy to rethink the boundaries of the church and to go out into the community. The hope is to 
imitate Jesus and John Wesley and reach out to the “nones” and “dones” with a different 
approach than the traditional evangelism and proselytizing.  
 
Clergy left with a repository of free resources from the week, accessible to all, 
at www.georgiapastorsschool.org/2018-resources/.  
 
'Incredible Lineup of Speakers' 
Staff from the General Board of Global Ministries, including top executive Thomas Kemper, 
were among the speakers throughout the event. The Global Ministries team started with a big 
picture of global missions and ended with what clergy can do within their own community.  
  
Each speaker touched on ways to get involved in the community. (Their presentations are among 
the resources posted on the Pastors' School website.) 
 
George Howard, Director of Connectional Engagement Global Ministries, spoke on the "three-
self movement," the Wesleyan Tradition, and the UMC Africa Model. 
  
Rev. Dr. Rodrigo Cruz from The Nett Church in North Georgia spoke on "nations experiencing 
transformation together." He took lessons from the church in Antioch and used those to form a 
missiological framework. He says “Christianity is not about what we say inside of our 
building… but about what we do outside of it”. In a nutshell, at The Nett, the church has left the 
building. 
  
Rev. Dr. Amy Valdez Barker, Executive Director of Global Mission Connections Unit, says 
partnering in mission begins with trust and is strengthened in mutuality. In order for this 



partnership to work, you must have a shared vision, shared responsibility, shared sensitivity, 
shared vulnerability, shared resources, shared power, and shared accountability. 
  
Rev. Russell Pierce, Executive Director for Mission Engagement and the Director of The 
Advance, gave an inspiring presentation on the "intersection of missions." Pierce says the best 
way to partner with your community is through people resources, facility resources, and financial 
resources. People resources are YOU. Your gifts, your time, and your passions. Facility 
resources are all about location. Allow your space to be used and do something radical with your 
space. Finally, financial resources are about investing in your community beyond the ordinary or 
typical things.      
  
Donna Claycomb spoke on the difficult subject of being agents of change and "letting go." 
Claycomb prompts the question, “If your congregation were a petunia, how much agreement 
would there be in the congregation about which parts of your ministry or mission are the dying 
blossoms that need to be removed?” 
 
“Pruning involves taking off not only dead, lifeless branches but also those stems that still have 
life but that may nevertheless inhibit the overall strength and production of the larger vine," she 
said. 
 
Finally, Rev. Dr. Doug Powe, Director, Lewis Center for Church Leadership, challenged the 
clergy to think "outside in" rather than "inside out." He spoke about "missional discipleship." His 
approach requires us to move beyond our building, to be more than being willing to welcome 
people, to dialogue, to learn from and participate in the work of transformation with those in the 
community, to recognize that God is already at work in the community and join in, and it 
requires us to change how we think about what it means to be a church and disciples of Christ. 
 
'We Need That' 
Three years ago Rev. Scott Parrish pitched the idea for Georgia Pastors’ School to offer a global 
mission movement perspective. His vision was to translate the principles and practices for 
Georgia application, as a way to help churches come alive in their own communities. 
  
“I wondered if we could offer a mix of bishops, mission leaders, and street-level mission 
practitioners to teach, preach, inspire and equip us. The dream was handed over to others and 
grew well beyond my imagination," said Parrish. "Such an incredible lineup of speakers! I'm 
thankful to the Georgia Pastors' School board of directors and our UMC Global Ministries for 
bringing this to life.” 
  
Both Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson from North Georgia and Bishop Lawson Bryan from South 
Georgia attended Pastors' School and took part in a Bishop's Panel, answering questions and 



speaking from the heart.  
  
More than 420 active and retired United Methodist clergy and their families experience this 
combination of continuing education and personal renewal. Rev. Millie Kim, Dean of Pastors’ 
School 2018, says pastors’ school “is a time of fellowship, renewal, and learning.  We all need 
that! Here at Pastors School, clergy can be with their families and kill many birds with a stone!” 
  
It’s important for clergy families to attend Pastors’ School, she said. “PKs and clergy spouses are 
in a unique situation,” says Kim, “and they have a chance to meet other PKs and clergy spouses 
and know that they are not alone.” 
  
Planned by Georgia Clergy for Georgia Clergy 
Georgia Pastors’ School is lead by the Board of Managers composed of 32 clergy: both bishops, 
a representative of each Bishop’s cabinet, a representative of each conference connectional 
ministries, and 13 at-large members of each conference. They meet three times a year to plan and 
manage the school. If you are interested in serving on the board, you are invited to contact Rev. 
Dr. Michael Stinson, Vice Chair of the Board, who is responsible for the nominations process. 
His email is michael.stinson@ngumc.net. 
 
The school is funded primarily by tuition fees and support from both conferences either by 
budget or endowment. 
 
Jessica Bradford is a Communications Specialist with the North Georgia Conference. Contact 
her at jbradford@ngumc.org.  

 

A note from Bishop Bryan: How to prepare for District Way Forward Meetings 

Now that the full report of the Commission on a Way Forward has been released to the public, I 
am looking forward to discussing it with laity and clergy of each district. Here is the schedule for 
the six district meetings:   

• August 16 – Northwest District | 6:30 pm – 8 pm at St. Luke UMC, Columbus 

• August 20 – Northeast District | 6:30 pm – 8 pm at Pittman Park UMC, Statesboro 

• August 27 – South Central District | 6:30 pm – 8 pm at Valdosta FUMC 

• September 6 – Coastal District | 6:30 pm – 8 pm at Hinesville FUMC 

• September 9 – North Central District | 6 pm – 7:30 pm at Riverside UMC, Macon 



• September 18 – Southwest District | 6:30 pm – 8 pm at Avalon UMC, Albany 

In preparation for the meeting in your district, please read the report describing the three plans 
being offered for consideration as a Way Forward for The United Methodist Church. The Way 
Forward report has been released in all four official languages of General Conference: English, 
French, Portuguese, and Swahili. You can read the report by clicking on one of the language 
versions listed below. 
 
English version 
French version 
Portuguese version 
Swahili version 
 
In addition, I invite all South Georgia clergy and laity to join me in the worldwide prayer 
movement for General Conference and I ask for daily prayers from 2:23 to 2:26 as delegates 
prepare for General Conference 2019. 

Format for Way Forward District Meetings 

The meetings will begin with a time of spiritual reflection and centering. A video will then 
highlight the specifics of each of the three proposed plans, taking them in the order listed in the 
report of the Commission on a Way Forward. This will be followed by a question and answer 
time, moderated by the host district superintendent, during which I will lead those present in a 
discussion of the implications of each plan. I will then offer ways the South Georgia Conference 
might helpfully respond to each of the three plans. The meetings will conclude with a time of 
prayer following the Praying Our Way Forward guide which is currently being used by United 
Methodists all over the world.   
 

The three proposed plans will be presented to the laity and clergy delegates of the called General 
Conference at their session in February of 2019 in St. Louis, MO.  General Conference could 
approve one of these plans, approve an amended plan, create a new plan, or affirm the current 
language of the 2016 Book of Discipline without making any changes to our current language.  

I hope to see you at the Way Forward meeting in your district. My challenge before us remains: 
Stay Calm. Stay Connected. Stay the Course.   

Alive Together in the World, 

R.  Lawson Bryan 

 

Important Terms to Know for the District Meetings 



The Book of Discipline  

A book outlining the law, doctrine, administration, organizational work, and procedures of The 
United Methodist Church. Each General Conference amends The Book of Discipline, and the 
actions of the General Conference are reflected in the quadrennial revision. We are currently 
under The 2016 Book of Discipline.  

The Annual Conference  

The regional, organizational unit of The United Methodist Church, as well as the yearly meeting 
of that unit, both presided over by a bishop. The business session is composed of equal numbers 
of clergy and laity, with at least one layperson from each pastoral charge. We are a part of the 
South Georgia Annual Conference.  

The General Conference  

The highest legislative body in The United Methodist Church. The voting membership consists 
of an equal number of clergy and lay delegates elected by the annual conferences. General 
Conference convenes every four years to determine the denomination’s future direction. It is the 
only body that can speak for the denomination.  

The 2019 Called General Conference  

The 2016 General Conference made plans for a called General Conference to be held in 2019. Its 
only purpose is to address our denomination’s ongoing struggles around the topic of human 
sexuality. The called General Conference is scheduled for February 23-26 in St. Louis, MO.  

The Delegation  

The delegation consists of the voting delegates to General Conference. Every four years, each 
annual conference elects an equal number of lay and clergy delegates to attend General 
Conference. At annual conference 2015, the South Georgia Conference elected four lay persons 
and four clergypersons (plus alternates) to attend the 2016 General Conference. These delegates 
were affirmed at the 2017 session of annual conference as the voting delegates to the called 
General Conference. A list of our delegates can be found at www.sgaumc.org/delegation2019.  

The Commission on A Way Forward  

The Commission on a Way Forward was proposed by the Council of Bishops and approved by 
the 2016 General Conference to do a complete examination of all topics concerning human 
sexuality in the church. Its 32 members were named by the Council of Bishops, including eight 
bishops, 11 laypersons, and 13 clergypersons. The Commission has prepared and will present the 
three proposed plans to the 2019 called General Conference.  

The Constitution  



This is the fundamental constituting and legal document of The United Methodist Church. It 
establishes the basic outline for the organization of the denomination as well as establishing the 
office and role of the bishop. The Constitution can only be amended by 2/3 approval of The 
General Conference AND 2/3 approval of the aggregate vote of all annual conferences.  

The Judicial Council  

Nine persons, both lay and clergy, elected by General Conference who rule on questions of 
constitutionality in church law and practice. 

 

Way Forward report released in all four official languages of General Conference 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The final report of the Commission on a Way Forward has been 
released in all four official languages of the General Conference: English, French, Portuguese 
and Swahili.  The report will be presented to the 2019 Special Session of General Conference. 
Subject to final copy editing, the report will be printed in the Advance Daily Christian Advocate 
(ADCA) in November. Here is a statement from the moderators of the Commission and the 
President of the Council of Bishops on the release of the report: 
 
“To the People of The United Methodist Church, 
 
“We offer the final report of the Commission on a Way Forward, translated in the four official 
languages of the General Conference of The United Methodist Church:  English, French, 
Portuguese and Swahili.   In the Nicene Creed, we are taught the marks of the church—one, 
holy, catholic and apostolic.  We are catholic in that we care not only for the parts of the church, 
but more significantly for the whole.  We have refrained from commenting about the plans 
contained in this report until the time when our sisters and brothers could read this in their own 
first language.  With this distribution, we give thanks that this work can now begin, and we can 
have a conversation that represents our global and catholic nature—more fully who we are as 
The United Methodist Church.” 
 
Bishops Sandra Steiner Ball and David Yemba 
Moderators, Commission on a Way Forward 
 
Bishop Ken Carter 
President, Council of Bishops 

English Version 
French Version 



Portuguese Version 
Swahili Version 

 

What I’m reading this summer 

FROM THE BISHOP 
R. LAWSON BRYAN 

For years I have looked forward to summer as a time to read some of the books that have caught 
my attention during the year. While I read books all year long, the opportunity to read 
uninterruptedly is one of the ways I find renewal for my mind and spirit. Listed below are eight 
books I have read, or am still reading, this summer. Interestingly, each of these books was 
recommended to me by colleagues, both clergy and laity. I share them with the South Georgia 
Conference as an act of accountability for my own continuing education and as an expression of 
gratitude to those who told me about them.   

Andersonville by Mackinlay Kantor (a Pulitzer Prize-winning Civil War novel) 

Braving the Wilderness: The Quest for True Belonging and the Courage to Stand Alone by Brené 
Brown  

Building A StoryBrand: Clarify Your Message So Customers Will Listen by Donald Miller  

Cool Tools for Hot Topics: Group Tools to Facilitate Meetings When Things Are Hot by Ron 
Kraybill and Evelyn Wright  

Humble Leadership: Being Radically Open to God’s Guidance and Grace by N. Graham 
Standish  

Partners In Ministry: Clergy and Laity by Roy W. Trueblood & Jackie B. Trueblood (Equipping 
clergy and laity to work effectively as teams to fulfill the mission of the church) 

Taking Learning to Task: Creative Strategies for Teaching Adults by Jane Vella 

The Sacred Slow: A Holy Departure From Fast Faith by Alicia Britt Chole  

I hope that each of us will make a point of reading some good books this summer. And let us 
also be sure to share what we read in our cluster groups, Sunday school classes, Bible study 
groups, and other settings. The ability to read is a powerful expression of God’s gifts of curiosity 
and imagination. May we use it joyfully and intentionally.  

Alive Together in the World, 



Lawson Bryan 

 

Register today for Pathways Training Event 2018 

Registration is now open for Pathways 2018, to be held at Trinity UMC in Warner 
Robins, Saturday, August 25. Download the brochure for a list of workshops and gather a group 
from your church to "divide and conquer" the many great offerings. After the event, come 
together to learn from each other. You will find something for everyone to equip, encourage, and 
empower both clergy and laity in ministry! For questions, contact Allison Lindsey 
at allison@sgaumc.com.  

Download the brochure I Register I More information 

 

Animated Wesleys share church history 

NASHVILLE, TENN.: A new video resource from United Methodist Communications uses an 
animated John and Charles Wesley to share United Methodist history in an innovative and 
contemporary way. 
 
Created for use in confirmation classes, new member classes, Sunday school and small 
discussion groups, "The Wesleys Take the Web" is a series of three 1-minute episodes (also 
available as one 3-minute video) that aims to generate conversation about the history of The 
United Methodist Church and make it appealing to younger people. The videos look at how John 
and Charles Wesley might have used social media and smartphones to share the church’s 
message, while incorporating history, facts and trivia throughout. 
 
"We have compressed many of the high points of being part of the Methodist movement in a 
very short way—and in the new way that people consume content," said Fran Coode Walsh, 
Director of Member Communications.  "We hope the series will be entertaining, but also 
informative and inspiring; and we hope people will think creatively about how to use it.” 
 
You can watch and share the mobile-friendly videos at UMC.org/WesleyBros, on Instagram 
(@unitedmethodistchurch) or YouTube or they can be downloaded. Suggested questions 
for discussion are also available on the website. There will also be versions with subtitles in 
German, Spanish, French and Russian available on the landing 
page, www.umc.org/wesleybros and on YouTube. 
 
Based on the online cartoon series created by Charlie Baber on WesleyBros.com, and animated 



by Jonathan Richter, the videos are a modern sequel to the popular video “Clayride: A Gallop 
Through United Methodist History," produced by United Methodist Communications in 1984 
using clay animation. (Watch the story behind the making of Clayride.) 
 
Learn more about the history of The United Methodist Church at www.umc.org/history. 

 

Global Economic Justice 

Summer Quarter: Justice in the New Testament 
Unit 3: Paul Teaches About New Life in Christ 

Sunday school lesson for the week of August 12, 2018 
By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

Scripture Lesson: 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 (CEB) 
Background Scripture: 2 Corinthians 8; 9 

Purpose: To identify the reason and ways of living generous lives in Christ.  

7Be the best in this work of grace in the same way that you are the best in everything, such as 
faith, speech, knowledge, total commitment, and the love we inspired in you. 8 I’m not giving an 
order, but by mentioning the commitment of others, I’m trying to prove the authenticity of your 
love also. 9 You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Although he was rich, he became poor 
for our sakes, so that you could become rich through his poverty. 10 I’m giving you my opinion 
about this. It’s to your advantage to do this, since you not only started to do it last year but you 
wanted to do it too. 11 Now finish the job as well so that you finish it with as much enthusiasm as 
you started, given what you can afford. 12 A gift is appreciated because of what a person can 
afford, not because of what that person can’t afford, if it’s apparent that it’s done willingly. 13 It 
isn’t that we want others to have financial ease and you financial difficulties, but it’s a matter of 
equality. 14 At the present moment, your surplus can fill their deficit so that in the future their 
surplus can fill your deficit. In this way there is equality. 15As it is written, The one who gathered 
more didn’t have too much, and the one who gathered less didn’t have too little. 

Key Verse: “You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Although he was rich, he became 
poor for our sakes, so that you could become rich through his poverty.” (2 Corinthians 8:9) 

Introduction 

The Adult Bible Studies Summer 2018 Series’ author asks the teacher to begin the lesson by 
reflecting on how acts of generous living have been demonstrated throughout the centuries as a 
part of Christianity. The author tells us that Paul used Jesus’ lead, which sets high expectations 



for modern-day people who want to follow Jesus. For this lesson, consider the guiding question: 
“How do generosity and faith dovetail?” 

The text in context  

According to the author, many scholars believe that our lesson text, 2 Corinthians 8:7-15, is 
Paul’s appeal to the church in Corinth to finish their offering for the Christian church in 
Jerusalem, which was suffering from a severe famine. However, Chapter 8 begins with praise to 
those churches in Macedonia such as Thessalonica, Philippi, and possibly Berea. The author says 
Paul’s expression of praise for those churches was probably used to encourage the work of 
offering that the Corinthian church had already started but needed to finish. To teach this lesson 
in a way that promotes great understanding, the author suggests dividing 2 Corinthians 8 into 
three interconnecting segments:   

• The first segment highlights the generosity of the Macedonia churches. “We want to 
let you know about the grace of God that was given to the churches of Macedonia” (2 
Corinthians 8:1). Paul’s use of the word “grace” was to encourage them to continue to 
follow Christ’s example of giving.  

• The second segment, Chapter 8, verses 7-15 (lesson text) is communicated as the 
“request,” or appeal, to those persons of faiths and their sense of generosity to give in 
the Corinthian church.  

• The third segment, verses 16-24, is conveyed as the “recommendation,” “a letter of 
introduction” for Titus, a Gentile convert. He sent Titus to collect offerings from the 
Corinthian church for the starving poor in Jerusalem.  

The Collection 

The writer says that “The Collection” is known by the Gentiles as their offering and was 
intended for the saints in Jerusalem and uses Paul’s writing as examples: “Macedonia and Achaia 
have been happy to make a contribution for the poor among God’s people in Jerusalem” 
(Romans 15:26), and his writing in Galatians 2:10 references the issues of suffering, especially 
the famine, in the church at Jerusalem. The writer conveys that in Judaism, those in need would 
primarily obtain “alms” from a specific person. However, Paul’s at-large vision was for the 
community to collectively give and care for the marginalized. 

The thread of Paul’s argument 

2 Corinthians 8:7 

The writer conveys that Paul used words that would “curry” (“to secure the approval of another 
person … by bloated politeness … flattery in speech) favor from the Corinthians in prodding 
them to give and also used this style of speech in sermons in the New Testament. In this case, it 
was done in this letter in which Paul used words like “faith, speech, knowledge, total 
commitment,” and the “love we inspired in you.” To illustrate this point, the writer refers to 



Paul’s writing in Acts 17 in which he tried to secure the favor of the unfamiliar audience in 
Athens, the intellectual elite. He said, “People of Athens, I see that you are very religious in 
every way. As I was walking through town and carefully observing your objects of worship, I 
even found an altar with this inscription: ‘To an unknown God’” (Acts17:22-23). However, the 
writer conveys that Paul “was deeply distressed to find that the city was flooded with idols” 
(verse 16). The author uses this as an example to express how Paul was not pleased with the 
sculptures of idols, but he used his observations to his speaking advantage to “curry” favor by 
praising the Athenians. 

The heart of the argument 

Verses 8-9 

The author conveys that the main issue was about money, and it was likely a sensitive matter as 
it is so often today. This is why Paul first addressed them by saying that he was not writing an 
order to them but suggested the example of other believers’ giving to the poor in Jerusalem. In 
verse 8, he offers them the chance to prove their authentic love. He also phrased the offering as 
“the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ” to help them understand that their offering was for the larger 
mission, the spreading of God’s grace in Jesus Christ. To this point, Paul followed up in Verse 9 
with Jesus as an example, “Although he was rich, he became poor for our sakes, so that you 
could become rich through his poverty.” The writer says that often this phrase is understood 
about Jesus’ fiscal poverty (born in a stable, nowhere to lay his head), but makes the point that it 
more so pertains to Jesus’ poverty to the Incarnation.  

The writer communicates that “As the Son of God, Jesus gave up his divinity by taking the form 
of human being,” and that Paul occasionally pointed to Jesus’ incarnation to express theological 
views; such as “Jesus Christ and … him as crucified (1 Corinthians 2:2). Also, Paul used 
Philippians 2:7 as Jesus’ incarnate reminder to the church, noting that Jesus “emptied himself by 
taking the form of a slave and by becoming like human beings.” The point is that Jesus was 
selfless in his sacrifice to the point that he would give up wealth and privilege to relate to those 
who were poor and marginalized in his time. “You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Although he was rich, he became poor for our sakes, so that you could become rich through his 
poverty” (2 Corinthians 8:9).  

Teacher, ask: In today’s society, where do we see acts of selfless sacrifice beyond those who are 
immediate family members? 

Paul continues his claim 

Verses 10-15 

Again, we see in verse 10 that Paul is careful to define his statement about their giving as an 
opinion and not a command: “I’m giving you my opinion.” The author surmises that some in the 



church had questions about the collection of the offering, and Paul was addressing their 
questions because it was apparent that their desire to give had faded. Paul reminded them, “It’s to 
your advantage to do this, since you not only started to do it last year but you wanted to do it 
too. Now finish the job as well so that you finish it with as much enthusiasm as you started, given 
what you can afford” (verses 10-11). The text shows us that Paul continued in his “currying” for 
them to give and finished with what they had started using praise about how they initially shined 
with enthusiasm. He continues his argument with more practical statements that would appeal to 
them. Paul tells them in verses 13-14, “It isn’t that we want others to have financial ease and you 
financial difficulties, but it’s a matter of equality. At the present moment, your surplus can fill 
their deficit so that in the future their surplus can fill your deficit. In this way there is equality.” 
Paul is guiding the people in the Corinthian church to be open in their giving to the poor in 
Jerusalem, which could eventually be reciprocated to the Corinthian church.  

Teacher, ask: How has the church given to other churches, organizations, and entities, locally, 
nationally, and globally? In what ways do we see the blessings of those acts of giving? 

In conclusion, the author states that Paul had a “worldwide” vision for the church of Jesus Christ 
by having the Macedonian and Corinthian Gentile Christians helping the Jewish Christians in 
Jerusalem, part of Ephesians is accomplished: Jesus “broke down the barrier of hatred that 
divided us” (Ephesians 2:14).   

Reflections: In what ways have we as a society allowed “hatred” to divide us in caring and 
giving to the least of these? How can we meet their needs and help them to sustain?  

Closing prayer 

Abba, we pray that we are open and remain open to giving to those that are in need as your Son 
Jesus Christ has modeled for us.  Let us receive the teachings of the Apostle Paul that have 
demonstrated to us how to be a blessing to others as well. Amen.  

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. 
Contact her at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  

The “Adult Bible Studies, Series Summer 2018, Justice in the New Testament” is used for the 
content of this lesson. 

 

Loving and Just Behavior 

Summer Quarter: Justice in the New Testament 
Unit 3: Paul Teaches About New Life in Christ 

Sunday school lesson for the week of August 19, 2018 



By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

Scripture Lesson: Romans 12:9-21 (CEB) 

Purpose: To affirm the marvelous marks of true love as followers of Christ.   

9 Love should be shown without pretending. Hate evil, and hold on to what is good. 10 Love each 
other like the members of your family. Be the best at showing honor to each other. 11 Don’t 
hesitate to be enthusiastic—be on fire in the Spirit as you serve the Lord! 12 Be happy in your 
hope, stand your ground when you’re in trouble, and devote yourselves to prayer. 13 Contribute 
to the needs of God’s people, and welcome strangers into your home. 14 Bless people who harass 
you—bless and don’t curse them. 15 Be happy with those who are happy, and cry with those who 
are crying. 16 Consider everyone as equal, and don’t think that you’re better than anyone else. 
Instead, associate with people who have no status. Don’t think that you’re so smart. 17 Don’t pay 
back anyone for their evil actions with evil actions, but show respect for what everyone else 
believes is good.18 If possible, to the best of your ability, live at peace with all people. 19 Don’t try 
to get revenge for yourselves, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath. It is written, 
Revenge belongs to me; I will pay it back, says the Lord. 20 Instead, if your enemy is hungry, feed 
him; if he is thirsty, give him a drink. By doing this, you will pile burning coals of fire upon his 
head. 21Don’t be defeated by evil, but defeat evil with good. 

Key Verse: “Love should be shown without pretending. Hate evil, and hold on to what is good.” 
(Romans 12:9) 

The text in context 

The Adult Bible Studies Summer 2018 Series’ author begins this lesson addressing the matters of 
“loving and just behavior,” and “ethical and moral relevance” of Paul’s theology as it appears in 
Romans before our lesson’s text. Because of these focuses, the writer wants us to consider this 
question, “How do believers respond to the gift of salvation in Christ?” Secondly, he uses the 
question from the early hearers of Peter that asked, “What should we do?” (Acts 2:37). 

The author characterizes Romans 1-11 and Romans 12 as theological building foundations for 
practical ways for the believers to live out their faith. These fundamentals lead to our lesson text, 
Romans 12:9-21, which describes practical ways that demonstrate faithfulness. The writer 
communicates that our previous study lesson from Romans, the first part of Lesson 10, helped us 
understand the letter to Rome from a historical perspective. However, our lesson will provide an 
outline summary format of the whole letter. The author provides the following outline: 

Romans begins with Paul’s opening greeting and 1) an outline of who he was, 2) the 
purpose of the letter, 3) an assurance to the congregation who received the epistle that 
he included his prayers for their well-being, and 4) writings about the relationship 
with God in which Jews and Gentiles found themselves.  Also, pointing to Romans 



3:21 as the rationale to where Paul began about justification by faith in Christ, giving 
us peace with God.  

The author says that Paul wrote about how justification related theologically to Christian life 
from Romans 6:1 through Romans 8:39 and used chapters 9-11 to provide an interpretation of 
Gentiles and Jews in God’s order of salvation, showing how they would share in God’s 
deliverance for the world. Also, the section before Paul’s concluding remarks in Romans 15:14-
16:27 includes a part of our lesson text, which provides guidance, teaching, or counsel.  

The narrow context of Romans 12  

The author categorizes this context as to how Christian believers respond to the good news of 
justification of faith yet expresses that it is problematic for Christian theology that some have 
changed “Jesus’ gospel into a gospel of moral rectitude.” By this, he means that we place value 
on what we do as a way to determine our status before God and our confidence in the gospel as a 
way of meaning we are a “moral/ethical” individual. However, the author conveys that we 
should not disregard the importance of those qualities, but believe that we alone are capable of 
making ourselves clean and presentable before God for salvation is the opposite of how it works. 
We have to have God in our lives first, and then the transformation begins.   

The writer communicates two primary reasons that God is first in our quest for Christian life. 
First, people who are not Christians may live by moral and ethical qualities. It is not that those 
qualities are not good Christianly characteristics, but what Paul writes about surpasses those 
qualities as a part of justification by faith: “Love should be shown without pretending. Hate evil, 
and hold on to what is good” (Romans 12:9). Secondly, the significance of Paul’s writing is that 
he first presented the “theological underpinnings for Christian life and then addressed the 
response we make to God’s pardoning gift of grace to humankind.” Paul is expressing that God’s 
saving grace is more than anything that humanity can do or offer as a response to the gospel.  

Romans 12:9-13 

In verse 9, the author communicates that Paul begins with a list of ways that individuals and 
groups are to conduct themselves and that love is a top priority. His writings demonstrate that 
love is not based on feelings but shows itself in “practical” ways, which also build communities. 
To this point, the writer says that when Paul wrote: “Love each other like the members of your 
family,” he was referring to the life in the community. Also, this statement, combined with verse 
13 “Contribute to the needs of God’s people,” provides the conclusion that it has to do with the 
church. When he wrote, “Love should be shown without pretending” or “let love be genuine” 
(verse 9), he was referring to “authentic” love, an agape love or unconditional love and bases all 
of his following guidance about matters concerning moral conduct in this section of Romans. 
Verses 11-12 demonstrate love and community building. In verse 13, the theme continues as 
Paul writes about welcoming the stranger into the home and giving them what they need, 
demonstrating love as a fundamental Biblical principle in the everyday Christian life.  However, 



overall the writer sums up Romans 12:9-21 as a portrayal of “merciful and just Christian living.” 

The author communicates that often in the English language we lump the word “love” together 
in all senses, but explains the word love in the Greek language has three different meanings: first, 
in the Greek, phileo means “to love” or “to fall in love.” Another example of love is in the New 
Testament books Luke and Acts, addressed to Theophilus, which means “lover of God.” The 
second meaning of love is another Greek word, eros, which means an erotic love. The third kind 
of love is agape, used by Greeks, especially in the New Testament, as the “highest and most 
devoted kind of love.” To this point, the author uses the statement by Jesus, “This is my 
commandment: love each other just as I have loved you. No one has greater love than to give up 
one’s life for one’s friends” (John 15:12-13).  

Teacher, ask: Where have we experienced agape love or seen others experience agape love? 
How can we be more Christlike in our agape love of others? 

Verses 14:21  

Paul shifts in verse 14 to address those who harass and want to bring harm. His counsel is to 
“Bless people who harass you—bless and don’t curse them.” The author says that this counsel 
would be difficult for those readers to receive, as it is the opposite of human nature. Paul counsel 
is taken from Jesus’ teachings: “Love your enemies and pray for those who harass you” 
(Matthew 5:44); “Love your enemies. Do good to those who hate you” (Luke 6:27).  

Paul shifts, again, and writes about sharing in the emotions of joy and grief, “Be happy with 
those who are crying” (verse 15). Then, in verse 16, he provides counsel about equality, thinking 
too highly of ourselves and our intellect, “Consider everyone as equal, and don’t think that 
you’re better than anyone else. Instead, associate with people who have no status. Don’t think 
that you’re so smart.”  

In verse 19, Paul expounds on how to treat those who do evil actions by stating not to seek 
revenge (evil for evil) but to show respect for what is believed to be good. This would be another 
difficult counsel for the readers, as the human nature is sometimes challenged by what appears to 
be docility and passive responses to evil actions. The writer cites Deuteronomy 32:35 as a 
warning against using actions of revenge because God will take care of all the grievances by his 
judgment: “Vengeance is mine, and retribution, in due time their foot will slip; For the day of 
their calamity is near, And the impending things are hastening upon them.”  

In verse 20, Paul addresses the matter of how to treat an enemy. His response is to feed a hungry 
enemy and give water to a thirsty enemy. “By doing this, you will pile burning coals of fire upon 
his head.” Furthermore, the writer conveys that this counsel is given in Proverbs 25:21-22 and 
also is based on Jesus’ teachings which oppose retaliation or revenge in hopes that the enemies 
will have a change of heart, thus, changing their lives. 



Teacher, ask: What are other scriptures where Jesus’ teachings serve as a model for opposing 
the human nature to retaliate or seek revenge? 

In the lesson’s concluding verse, Paul leaves the readers with a loving a statement: “Don’t be 
defeated by evil, but defeat evil with good” (verse 21). The writer says that Paul is expressing an 
example that Jesus often did: to live in community with each other even when it is difficult. 

The author reminds us that Jesus’s life, as lived out in the Gospels, shows us how to address 
other people’s evil actions by “turning the other cheek” and that this practice in modern society 
is called “non-violent resistance.” However, it does not mean to allow for evil to run rampant in 
our lives, but to practice doing good and not harm. 

Reflection: As Christians, how can we strengthen ourselves in acts of “non-violent resistance” to 
show love for those that actions are “unlovable?” 

Closing prayer 

Loving God, we pray as Christians that our actions demonstrate our love to you and for others, 
even those that are difficult to love.  Let us be genuine in all that we do and in the spirit of agape 
love as we strive to build a beloved community. Amen. 

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. 
Contact her at earnestine@sgaumc.com.    

The “Adult Bible Studies, Series Summer 2018, Justice in the New Testament” is used for the 
content of this lesson. 

 

What is Jesus asking you?  

LEADERSHIP REALLY MATTERS 
ANNE BOSARGE 
REV. JAY HANSON 

How would you define “a consuming intimacy with God?” How long has it been since you were 
hungry and thirsty for a deeper relationship with Him? Those questions and many like it have 
filled my thoughts lately and have caused my heart to deeply desire living in a constant state of 
intimacy with God. 

But how do we achieve that level of intimacy? Recently my practice has been to read a passage 
of scripture several times while imagining myself in the scene as an observer. Then, as all the 
other characters depart, I imagine Jesus sitting beside me and initiating a conversation. Here is 
what I have noticed about our interactions – He doesn’t preach to me. He doesn’t even tell me 



what to do.  He just asks questions. His questions quicken my soul and expand my mind. They 
open my eyes to things I had never seen before and truths I didn’t even know I knew. 

Jesus asked beautiful, life-altering questions in His time on earth – questions that changed the 
trajectory of the lives around him and still spark debate and introspection more than 2,000 years 
later. Jesus’ questions very rarely require a simple yes/no answer.  When we take the time to 
consider what He is really asking, we often wade into uncharted territory and risk discomfort for 
the reward of increased intimacy with Him.  What would be your response if Jesus were asking 
you these questions?  

“Why are you afraid?” (Matt. 8:26) 

“Why did you doubt?” (Matt. 14:31) 

“Who do you say that I am?” (Matt. 16:15) 

“What do you want me to do for you?” (Matt. 20:32) 

“Why are you thinking these things in your hearts?” (Luke 5:22) 

“Do you want to be well?” (John 5:6) 

“Do you realize what I have done for you?” (John 13:12) 

In the book, “Jesus is the Question,” Martin Copenhaver points out that Jesus asks many more 
questions than He answers. He asked 307 questions and out of the 183 questions He is asked, He 
only answers three. If questions were so important in leading the people around Him to intimacy 
with the Father, what does that teach us about how to help people grow in their faith?  

What made Jesus’ questions so powerful? Think about the last time someone asked a question 
that caused you to rethink, reconsider, and dive deep to find the answer. What made that question 
so effective in helping to reframe your thinking? Why was it so sticky? Warren Berger, author of 
“A More Beautiful Question,” says, “A beautiful question is an ambitious yet actionable question 
that can begin to shift the way we perceive or think about something – and that might serve as a 
catalyst to bring about change.” Beautiful questions have the power to: 

• Bring about change, innovation, and new initiatives.  
• Create a safe environment for us to explore, discover, and imagine. 
• Force us to think from a new perspective. 
• Unearth ambiguity and bring clarity, focus, and unity. 

What is Jesus asking you? Email and let us know.  
 



Jay Hanson, Lead Pastor, and Anne Bosarge, Multi-Campus Director, serve at The Chapel 
Ministries. They love sharing about the ways God is moving in their church. Contact them at 
jay@thechapelbrunswick.com and anne@thechapelbrunswick.com. 
 

Better Together 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 

Wesley told his followers that they should support their local Church of England and go there for 
worship and Holy Communion. Some asked him, “But what should we do if the pastor teaches 
doctrines we do not believe, like predestination? Of if he says there can be no Christian 
perfection this side of heaven? Or preaches against enthusiasm?”  

Wesley would reply to them and to us today, “In that case you should simply and quietly get up 
and leave the sanctuary. Do not make any disturbance in doing so. And return to your pew the 
next time worship is offered.  

Wesley believed “We Are Better Together” even if we do not agree with one another.  

In essentials: Unity.   

In non-essentials: Tolerance. 

In all things: Love. 

This has been a John Wesley Moment. 

 

Scripture Readings – August 7 

Aug. 12 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 
Psalm 130 (UMH 848) 
Ephesians 4:25-5:2 
John 6:35, 41-51 

Aug. 19 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 
Psalm 111 (UMH 832) 
Ephesians 5:15-20 
John 6:51-58 



Aug. 26 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10-11) 22-30, 41-43 
Psalm 84 (UMH 804) 
Ephesians 6:10-20 
John 6:56-69 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – August 2018 

8/02 – Roger Mays: 1418 Eason Stalvey Rd.; Hahira, GA 31632  
8/05 – Gordon Dukes: 126 Nelson Ave.; Garden City, GA 31408  
8/05 – Joe Romigh: 2507 Marixa Dr.; Statham, GA 30666  
8/06 – Rick Holt: PO Box 153; Dixie, GA 31629 
8/07 – B.G. Roberts, Sr.: PO Box 3207; Brunswick, GA 31521  
8/08 – Don Adams: 1104 Wingate Street; Dublin, GA 31021  
8/08 – Jim Nelson: 3584 Hidden Acres Dr.; Atlanta, GA 30340  
8/09 – Creede Hinshaw: 2924 Hillandale Circle S; Macon, GA 31204  
8/09 – Byron Scott: 392 E. Magnolia St.; Jesup, GA 31546  
8/10 – Allison Rhodes: 18 Lenox Pointe NE; Atlanta, GA 30324  
8/13 – Mike Huling: 514 Earl Ave.; Claxton, GA 30417  
8/15 – Nathan Godley: 322 E. Oglethorpe Ave.; Savannah, GA 31401  
8/15 – Charles Houston, Jr.: 505 Fort King George Dr.; Darien, GA 31305  
8/16 – Dick Reese: 6593 Patriot Dr.; Columbus, GA 31909  
8/17 – D. Eugene Pollett: 30 Branson Mill Dr. NW; Cartersville, GA 30120  
8/19 – Jim Giddens: 4 Cottenham Circle; Savannah, GA 31411 
8/20 – Dave Hanson: 106 George T. Morris Cir.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522  
8/21 – John Eckert: 237 Bartholomew Blvd.; Jeffersonville, IN 47130  
8/22 – Tom Edwards: 315 Phillips Ave.; Port Wentworth, GA 31407  
8/22 – Jesse France: 514 I.G. Lanier Rd.; Pembroke, GA 31321  
8/22 – John Powell: 2728 Moore’s Station Rd. #17; Dublin, GA 31021 
8/23 – Joe Johnston: 24977 Tanglewood Dr.; Custer, SD 57730  
8/24 – Jim Burgess, III: 661 East Plum St.; Jesup, GA 31546  
8/24 – Sam Lamback, Jr.: 821 Wesleyan Dr.; Macon, GA 31210  
8/25 – Charles Puryear: 106 Sandra St.; Thomasville, GA 31792  
8/25 – Elliott Sams: 6400 Poplar Ave.; Memphis, TN 38197  
8/28 – David Carter: 102 Rivoli Oaks Circle; Macon, GA 31210  
8/28 – Robert Clark: 2022 E Pinetree Blvd.; Thomasville, GA 31792  
8/30 – Jenny Jackson-Adams: 17 Lands End Dr.; Greensboro, NC 27408  
8/31 – Lynn Hurley: PO Box 26; Attapulgus, GA 39815  
8/31 – Willie Beasley: 4451 Mahan Dr.; Valdosta, GA 31632 



 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 8/7/2018 edition 

Way Forward Report Conversations with Bishop Bryan, Northwest District – Aug. 16 
Bishop Bryan invites laity and clergy in the Northwest District to join him to discuss the Way 
Forward report from 6:30 pm until 8 pm at St. Luke UMC in Columbus. Click here for more 
information about the Way Forward. 

Christian Education Sunday – Aug. 19 
Christian Education Sunday “calls the Church as the people of God to be open to growth and 
learning as disciples of Jesus Christ.” 

Way Forward Report Conversations with Bishop Bryan, Northeast District – Aug. 20 
Bishop Bryan invites laity and clergy in the Northeast District to join him to discuss the Way 
Forward report from 6:30 pm until 8 pm at Pittman Park UMC in Statesboro. Click here for more 
information about the Way Forward. 

Pathways – Aug. 25 
Churches looking for new ideas, networking opportunities and practical, quality training for their 
pastors, parishioners, staff and leaders need look no further than this year’s Pathways leadership 
training event. Scheduled for Saturday, August 25 at Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner 
Robins, the training event will offer participants more than 30 workshops to choose from, each 
designed to help congregations become healthier and to fulfill the mission of making disciples of 
Jesus Christ. The event will begin with a time of worship and gathering time around creativity in 
ministry. The training, which starts at 9:30 a.m. and lasts until 4 p.m., features workshops on a 
variety of subjects, from children and youth-focused workshops to spiritual discipline workshops 
to those focused on missions and outreach. The design team urges local church leaders to carpool 
to the event to minimize travel costs and to maximize the benefits of the day by continuing the 
learning conversation during the return trip. The conference cost $25 per person. A boxed lunch 
from Chick-fil-A is included in the registration fee. Safe Sanctuaries compliant childcare is 
available for newborn to fifth-grade children at a cost of $10 per child which covers the cost of 
their lunch. Pre-registration is required for childcare. .5 CEU credits are available for this event. 
For questions, contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com. Click here for more information. 
Register here. 

Way Forward Report Conversations with Bishop Bryan, South Central District – Aug. 27 
Bishop Bryan invites laity and clergy in the South Central District to join him to discuss the Way 
Forward report from 6:30 pm until 8 pm at Valdosta First UMC. Click here for more information 
about the Way Forward. 

Way Forward Report Conversations with Bishop Bryan, Coastal District – Sept. 6 
Bishop Bryan invites laity and clergy in the Coastal District to join him to discuss the Way 
Forward report from 6:30 pm until 8 pm at Hinesville UMC. Click here for more information 
about the Way Forward. 



 

Way Forward Report Conversations with Bishop Bryan, North Central District – Sept. 9 
Bishop Bryan invites laity and clergy in the North Central District to join him to discuss the Way 
Forward report from 6 pm until 7:30 pm at Riverside UMC in Macon. Click here for more 
information about the Way Forward. 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – Sept. 13 
The workshop is set for Thursday, Sept. 13 at St. Luke UMC in Columbus from 10 a.m. until 
4 p.m. Cost is $35 and includes lunch. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this 
workshop is required every three years for any person serving under appointment by the bishop 
(clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). For questions, 
email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that spouses and lay employees who are not 
appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. Click here for more information 
on this workshop as well as the dates for the 2018-2019 Sexual Ethics Workshops.  

Methodist Children's Home Work Day Offering – Sept. 16 
Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering to 
support the ministry of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth. The Work Day Offering 
for the Methodist Home is a tradition from the 1900s, a time when people, mostly farmers, 
donated the equivalent of one day’s wages to the Methodist Home. Sometimes they would load a 
freight car with cotton or peanuts and send it to Macon. Today folks just use a calculator. The 
amount of the work day offering can be calculated quite simply: Divide your annual income by 
365 (farmers didn’t take vacation days.) For example, if a person made $60,000 a year, it would 
be $60,000 divided by 365 = $164. Whether you give cotton or a check, be assured that your gift 
will bring hope and a new lease on life to the more than 400 children and families they serve 
every day. To learn more about this incredible ministry of our conference visit 
www.themethodisthome.org.  

Way Forward Report Conversations with Bishop Bryan, Southwest District – Sept. 18 
Bishop Bryan invites laity and clergy in the Southwest District to join him to discuss the Way 
Forward report from 6:30 pm until 8 pm at Avalon UMC in Albany. Click here for more 
information about the Way Forward. 
 


