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Financial Leadership Academy gives clergy tools, teaching needed for financial 
literacy 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Fresh out of seminary or License to Preach school most pastors enter into vocational ministry 
feeling pretty well prepared to preach, teach Bible studies, lead theological discussions, and 
make disciples. 

But too often they receive their first or second appointment and are thrust into a situation for 
which they feel completely unprepared – a finance committee meeting. 

There are no financial classes taught at seminary, and precious few hours are spent on preparing 
pastors for the administrative side of ministry that awaits. There’s often an expectation of 
knowledge of budgets and balance sheets, but little preparation in church or personal finance. 

In an effort to better equip and prepare pastors, last week the Georgia United Methodist 
Foundation hosted 22 ministers at their inaugural Clergy Financial Leadership Academy. The 
four-day workshop gave clergy practical tools to enhance their ministries and their leadership 
skills in the financial area. 

Held August 13 through August 16 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island, 11 pastors from 
the South Georgia Conference and 11 pastors from the North Georgia Conference gathered for 
four days to focus on financial literacy. The seminar included six sessions: two that focused on 
personal finance, three dedicated to church finances, and one session focused on crises and 
common church problems. 

“I feel like we have given pastors some very practical, simple, useable tools to put in their 
toolbox,” said Rev. Keith Lawder, president of the Georgia UM Foundation. “Our hope is that, 
as they go back, they begin to take those tools out and use them in leading their congregations.” 

Seminar speakers were Rev. Lawder; South Georgia Conference Director of Administrative 
Services Dr. Derek McAleer; and Generosity Strategist Charles Buffington, a member of the 
Georgia UM Foundation board and coauthor of a book on discipleship and stewardship, “He 
Said It I Did It.” Participants examined case studies and discussed possible scenarios and 
outcomes rather than just hearing lectures. 

“We wanted it in a format so that folks could really engage and practice using some very 
practical tools in order to help their ministry and their leadership skills in the financial area,” 
Rev. Lawder said. 

Rev. Joseph Carter, a second-career pastor, is in his first full-time appointment at Homerville 
United Methodist Church. He says the financial lessons he learned will have lasting impact at 
home and within the church. 



“This gives me the tools to work on my own personal finances and be a much more faithful 
steward in my personal life,” he said of the academy. “That’s going to help me be able to go to 
my church and lead them better, because you can’t lead where you haven’t been. This is all 
going to help me personally and also help me be a better leader of the church. This will help us 
to better do what God has called us to do.” 

During the seminar’s final day, Dr. McAleer led the group in roundtable discussions about 
various scenarios that can and do affect congregations.  

“There were two big tools we tried to give them: personal financial literacy and church financial 
literacy,” he said of the financial academy, which was funded by two generous, anonymous 
donors and a grant from the Lilly Corporation. “We hoped to give them an understanding of 
church finances and church stewardship in a big picture way. We want the pastors to be at least 
as equipped as the lay people on their committees are to be able to analyze the needs of the 
church and make decisions about those needs. I also hope this will enable pastors to apply the 
principles for their own personal finances in a way that will help them lead others.” 

Rev. Jean Watson, pastor of Cooks Union United Methodist Church in Colquitt, was enthusiastic 
about what she learned and is ready to implement a few new ideas at home and with the Cooks 
Union UMC congregation.  

“I’m not really good with finances,” Rev. Watson admitted, “So personally this was good for me, 
professionally it was good for me, and I feel like I’m taking away some great stuff.”  

In addition to becoming more financially savvy and adding techniques and tactics to her skillset, 
Rev. Watson says she acquired new resources and built relationships while at the seminar. When 
she returns home, she said she hopes that these translate into her being a better steward with her 
own money and then leading her congregation to do the same. 

“Stewardship is so much more than money,” she said. 

 

Telfair County churches unite to provide biblical education  

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

This semester, nearly 75 of Telfair County’s public-school students are receiving biblical, Christ-
centered education during the school day. 

They’re not just learning about the Bible as an influential piece of literature or about Christianity 
in the context of a world religion class, but instead they’re learning about creation-based science, 
apologetics, and stewardship. 

This is thanks to a new partnership between several Telfair County churches that led to the 
creation of the Telfair Christian Learning Center. 



Rev. Jason Dickerson, pastor of McRae United Methodist Church, helped found the Telfair 
Christian Learning Center and serves as the middle school location’s interim volunteer executive 
director. The idea was birthed in May and plans were quickly put in place to incorporate, design 
curriculum, hire teachers, and spread the word. 

It’s a community-wide effort, he said, with about 30 churches involved and supporting the 
endeavor. School administrators, parents, and students also had to be on board for the idea to 
work, and they have been overwhelmingly supportive, Rev. Dickerson said.  

“We think it’s a great opportunity to build into the lives of our children here in the community,” 
he said of McRae UMC’s involvement with the Telfair Christian Learning Center. “The 
curriculum can be as explicitly Christian as we want. We get to teach Christian theology, our 
beliefs and apologetics, and really build into them what’s important from a faith-based 
perspective.” 

Because Telfair County middle and high schools participate in the Released Time Bible 
Education (RT) Program, each semester students have the opportunity to choose as one of their 
two electives an off-campus, free, Bible education class offered by the Telfair Christian Learning 
Center. Students, with permission from their parents or guardians, are transported by church 
volunteers in a church van to either McRae UMC or McRae First Baptist Church. This semester, 
the 47 sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students are studying “Answers in Genesis,” a creation-
based science and apologetics course that helps answer some of the tough questions about the 
Christian faith. The 27 high school students are studying “Foundations in Personal Finance” by 
Dave Ramsey, a personal finance and economics curriculum with a Biblical emphasis on 
stewardship. 

Students who complete the courses will receive credit at their school for an elective class, Rev. 
Dickerson said.  

“They come here, they learn, we take attendance, the teachers have tests for them, they’ll get 
credit for the class, and the school gets to count this as educational hours for their federal 
funding.” 

The Telfair Christian Learning Center receives no funding, however. The ministry is completely 
supported by congregations, individuals, and community organizations. Their hope is to soon 
become a fully-funded, self-sustaining organization, Rev. Dickerson said, and continue on as an 
outreach to the community. 

In addition to offering Bible-based education to middle- and high-school students, Rev. 
Dickerson has seen another added benefit to the Telfair Christian Learning Center in that it’s 
brought nearly 30 diverse churches together for the first time in years.  

“It’s been quite a few years since churches in our community have worked together well,” he 
said. “It’s been a very good common ground goal that has helped the churches start to work 
together.” 



Rev. Glen Hancock, pastor of Helena United Methodist Church, says that while his congregation 
has just recently learned of the Telfair Christian Learning Center it is discussing how it can 
support it and is excited about how it can impact the kingdom. 

“The mission field is not just overseas,” he said. “The mission field is right outside the door of 
the church, and this is an excellent way to enter the mission field and to carry the message and to 
help fulfill the Great Commission.”  

Rev. Dickerson and the McRae UMC congregation see their involvement in the Telfair Christian 
Learning Center as an investment in the lives of the community’s children. 

“We hope that this will be something that will really impact the lives of our kids,” he said. “This 
is just basic Christian theology, studying the Bible, God’s word, and that resonates very strongly 
with parents and the community here.”  

 

 

Bishop Bryan continues district visits to discuss Way Forward report 

Bishop Lawson Bryan is continuing to visit each of the Conference’s six districts to discuss 
the Way Forward report with clergy and laity. Click here to read more and see the 
schedule. I How to prepare for District Way Forward meetings I Delegation to host listening 
posts and gather input 

• August 27 – South Central District | 6:30 pm – 8 pm at Valdosta FUMC 

• September 6 – Coastal District | 6:30 pm – 8 pm at Hinesville FUMC 

• September 9 – North Central District | 6 pm – 7:30 pm at Riverside UMC, Macon 

• September 18 – Southwest District | 6:30 pm – 8 pm at Avalon UMC, Albany 

 

Charge Conference Forms now available 

Charge Conference Forms are now available online. Click here to access forms. If you have 
questions, please contact your district office.  

 

God makes the seed grow 



OUR CONNECTION MATTERS 
NITA CRUMP 

“It’s not important who does the planting, or who does the watering. What’s important is that 
God makes the seed grow. The one who plants and the one who waters work together with the 
same purpose. And both will be rewarded for their own hard work. For we are both God’s 
workers….” 1 Corinthians 3:7-9a (NLT) 

In my early years in ministry I served as the associate pastor. Let me say thank you to the person 
who was handed the responsibility of serving as my senior pastor. Benjy Varnell, I will always 
appreciate the many things I learned about serving a church from you! Thank you! 

As associate pastor, my primary responsibility was youth, followed closely by anything else the 
senior pastor asked me to do! As youth pastor, I worked with two other pastors in the community 
to organize youth events that included youth from multiple churches. One young man in the 
community was on the fringes of the youth group at another church.  He would attend the big 
events, but never seemed to want to be involved in the regular events or in learning what it meant 
to follow Christ more closely. He seemed like someone who would graduate from high school, 
move away to college, fall away from the church, and probably never return.   

Several years after I moved on to another appointment, I was back in town for a funeral. The 
mother of this young man was at the funeral. She looked for me after the funeral specifically to 
thank me. I wasn’t sure why she wanted to thank me. I felt that we had somehow failed her son.  
She thanked me for all that we, the three ministers, had done for the youth in the community.  
She went on to say that she knew it looked like her son wasn’t interested in anything more than 
the fun activities. She said she wanted me to know, and to share with the others, that he had been 
watching us closely. He was watching to see if we would live what we taught. He was watching 
to see what we did when we weren’t leading a youth event. He was watching to see what we did 
outside of church. And what he saw led him to respond to God’s call to ministry. She wanted me 
to know that he was going to be a minister.   

Wow! I certainly didn’t see that one coming! But it made me think about Paul’s words to the 
Corinthians. Paul planted, Apollos watered, and God made the seed grow. I carry that story with 
me even now, years later, for several reasons. It reminds me to consider the seeds I’m planting.  
Am I planting seeds designed to produce a harvest or a crop of weeds? Also, I’m reminded that 
people are watching. Am I being intentional in the ways I live out my faith publicly so that I set a 
good example of Christian grace and love? And, finally, I’m reminded that I can’t be all that is 
needed for a seed to be planted and grow. It took three ministers – a Methodist youth minister, a 
Baptist youth minister, and an Episcopal priest – to plant the seeds in that young man’s life.  
Someone else unknown to us watered those seeds.  And God made the seeds grow.   

We accomplish far more together than we can ever accomplish alone. When you plant seeds, 
trust that God will send someone to water what you’ve planted. When God calls you to water 



someone else’s seeds, do so with joy. Together we serve the same God and we have the same 
purpose – to share the good news of Jesus Christ with all who will listen!   

Dr. Nita Crump serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 
nitac@sgaumc.com.  

 

Pathways Training Event 2018 is this weekend! 

Registration is still open for Pathways 2018, to be held at Trinity UMC in Warner 
Robins, Saturday, August 25. Download the brochure for a list of workshops and gather a group 
from your church to "divide and conquer" the many great offerings. After the event, come 
together to learn from each other. You will find something for everyone to equip, encourage, and 
empower both clergy and laity in ministry! For questions, contact Allison Lindsey 
at allison@sgaumc.com.  

Download the brochure I Register I More information 

 

KidzQuest - "This Wild Life" - set for Sept. 21-23 

KidzQuest, the annual children’s fall retreat sponsored by South Georgia’s Connectional 
Ministries, is for students in third through sixth grades. This event typically sells out and brings 
so much energy (and noise!) to the grounds of Epworth By The Sea retreat center on St. Simons 
Island. 500 children and adult leaders come together with dozens of other church groups, 
learning how to worship, study God's Word, and understand what a relationship with Jesus really 
means. Beautiful coastal scenery, amazing adult leaders, and time away from home gives these 
children an opportunity to experience Christ in brand new ways! KidzQuest 2018 - This Wild 
Life - is set for Sept. 21-23. More information I Register 

 

Practicing Justice 

Summer Quarter: Justice in the New Testament 
Unit 3: Paul Teaches About New Life in Christ 

Sunday school lesson for the week of August 26, 2018 
By Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell 

Scripture Lesson: Colossians 3:5-17 (CEB) 
Background Scripture: Ephesians 4:25-5:2; Colossians 3:1-17 



Key Verse: “Therefore, as God’s choice, holy and loved, put on compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, and patience.” (Colossians 3:12) 

Purpose: To exemplify the love and life of Christ in our daily lives.   

Setting the Scene  

The Adult Bible Studies Summer 2018 Series’ author begins our last lesson in the summer series 
with Paul’s letter, Colossians, to the church of Colossae. It is plausible that Paul had not visited 
the church because of his writing in Colossians 2:1: “I want you to know how much I struggle 
for you, for those in Laodicea, and for all who haven’t known me personally.” Another 
consideration that Paul had not visited the church is that the letter was probably written while he 
was in prison in Rome. Some Bible scholars believed that he wrote some of his other letters 
while in prison (Philemon, Ephesians, and Philippians).  The writer also cites Colossians 4:10 
where Paul refers to his circumstance: “Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner,” and in verse 18, he 
states, “Remember that I’m in prison.” 

Nevertheless, Paul’s writing was essential to the church regardless of his circumstance. The 
author says that letters were a significant way to communicate and the next best thing to being in 
person, conveying messages to the church or a group of churches. Paul’s letters always had a 
purpose, and the author says the purpose of his letter to Colossae was to teach the people about 
the good news of Christ. 

The Text in Context  

As we have examined in our other lessons, Paul began his letters with a brief greeting followed 
with a prayer for the church. In this particular letter, he included a hymn about Christ’s work. 
Next, Paul confirms his ministry and establishes what the writer calls his “apostolic authority” 
(1:24-2:5), and refers to Galatians 1:11-24 and Romans 1:5 as other examples. Then, Paul 
establishes his “apostolic credentials” and addresses the purpose of his letter. The author says 
that from Colossians 1:24-3:4 Paul addresses the issue of heresy that was also destroying and 
decaying the church’s “doctrinal purity.”  

Moreover, Colossians is a short epistle, but the author notes that our lesson, Colossians 3:5-17, is 
a lengthy section that closes at 4:6, outlining Christian conduct and encouraging prayer. Paul 
ends the letter with a personal message from his co-laborers in Christ, “Aristarchus, Mark, 
Justus, Epaphras, Luke, and Demas, who all said “hello” (4:10-14), a final greeting, and his 
signature.   

The Bible Lesson 

Put to Death 

Colossians 3:5-6 



Paul describes the ritual of baptism as symbolically “raised with Christ” (Colossians 3:1). The 
author says the meaning is that when the person comes out of the baptismal water, it is symbolic 
that the baptized is “looking up for the things above where Christ is sitting at God’s right side” 
(3:1). Another baptismal symbolism the writer conveys is that in the early church the person’s 
pre-baptismal clothing was exchanged for new clothing symbolizing the “new birth – the old had 
died, and new was born.” Also, there are several Greek words in the epistle referring to the 
“taking off and putting on clothing,” used as figurative baptism language. 

The writer connects Colossians 3:1-4 to our lesson, Colossians 3:5-17, as an extension of the 
“Christ in baptism” which carries ethical implications, meaning those things that are earthly and 
not Christ-like should be put off, and the new should be put on. To this point, verse 10 is 
referenced as an example of “putting off the old,” to becoming a new creature in Christ through 
baptism: “And put on the new nature, which is renewed in knowledge by conforming to the 
image of the one who created it.” In other words, the resurrection is symbolic of the restored 
sinful nature of human beings reunified with Christ: “So put to death the parts of your life that 
belong to the earth, such as sexual immorality, moral corruption, lust, evil desire, and greed 
(which is idolatry)” (verse 5).  Paul not only conveys to us the sinful nature but also provides the 
consequence for those that remain disobedient: “The wrath of God is coming upon disobedient 
people because of these things” (verse 6). 

The Old Versus the New 

Verses 7-10 

Paul’s point is that those ways of living (verse 5) are the earthly activities, but when persons put 
on the new clothes and the new living, those sinful ways that once disconnected them from 
Christ are now put off for a better way of living. In verses 8-9, he provides a list of those things: 
“But now set aside these things, such as anger, rage, malice, slander, and obscene language. 
Don’t lie to each other.” To put aside those things is the renewal of our nature and knowledge by 
conforming to Christ’s image (verse 10). 

Verse 11 

The author notes that Paul’s writing in Galatians parallels our lesson’s verses in Colossians 3, 
and that in Colossians 3:11, Paul’s tone is similar to what he wrote in Galatians 3:26-28: “In this 
image there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave 
nor free, but Christ is all things and in all people.” The author defines the following language: 

• The term “Greek” refers to all Gentiles as contrasted with Jews. 
• Scythian refers to an uncultured person mainly from around the Black Sea.   
• These different descriptors indicate the entire world in its sections, which stand in 

contrast with Christ, who is the only reconciler for all.  
However, the writer says within the baptized community, the church, those earthly divisions 



should no longer exist such as racial and social barriers because we are all one in Christ. Those 
divisions are now dead and replaced with our new creation in Christ that includes treating each 
other as sisters and brothers. 

The New For You 

Verses 12-13 

“Therefore, as God’s choice, holy and loved, put on compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 
and patience. Be tolerant with each other and, if someone has a complaint against anyone, 
forgive each other. As the Lord forgave you, so also forgive each other.” Paul is expressing to us 
what our newness looks like by naming those five virtues that will allow us to live as a beloved 
community. Contrarily, the writer conveys that in the Greco-Roman world humility would be an 
undesirable trait, implying weakness, but it is here a positive characteristic as those baptized are 
made strong in character and the image of Christ. Our treatment, respect, acts of gentleness, 
tolerance of others’ imperfections, accepting and forgiving are all the image of Christ.  

Verses 14-15 

Paul, here, as he has in some of his other writings, continues with love as the greatest quality and 
the image of Christ. In verse 15, he writes, “And over all these things put on love, which is the 
perfect bond of unity.”  The author points out that the “putting on” is a recurring phrase used by 
Paul as in verses 12-13.  In verse 16, Paul expresses the attributes that make for faithful people 
and a blessed community: the “peace of Christ” and “thankful people.”  

Verses 16-17 

In the concluding lesson’s verses, Paul’s statement to the people is: “The word of Christ must 
live in you richly. Teach and warn each other with all wisdom by singing psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs. Sing to God with gratitude in your hearts. Whatever you do, whether in speech or 
action, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus and give thanks to God the Father through him.” 
Likewise, as it is today, Paul conveys that worship is experienced through songs and is an 
important part of the people’s spiritual experience that expresses the gratitude in our hearts.  Our 
speech and action should be done “in the name of the Lord Jesus,” making us the people of God. 

What a powerful and fitting ending to our lesson and the summer series about our earthly 
transformation into spiritual beings through the baptism in Christ. Paul leaves us with many 
examples of the “Old versus the New,” and how this transformation is a personal, community, 
and widespread experience treatment of love, care, acceptance, and forgiveness.   

Life Application 

1. What measure or accountability can we use to ensure that our actions and speech are 
reflective of Christ’s image? 



2. How can we encourage each other that may struggle with living out the “old versus the new” 
in Christ? 

3. As the baptized in Christ, how can we impact the world to make it a better place? The 
scripture reminds us: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). 

Closing prayer 

Father, we pray that we take hold of our lesson’s purpose statement, to exemplify the love and 
life of Christ in our daily lives. May we be faithful in fulfilling the Great Commandment: “Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind… Love your 
neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39). Amen. 

Rev. Earnestine W. Campbell serves as the Associate Director for Connectional Ministries. 
Contact her at earnestine@sgaumc.com.    

The “Adult Bible Studies, Series Summer 2018, Justice in the New Testament” is used for the 
content of this lesson.	

 

God Created the Heavens and the Earth 

Fall Quarter: God’s World and God’s People 
Unit 1: God Created the World 

Sunday school lesson for the week of September 2, 2018 
By Rev. Ashley Randall 

Lesson Scripture: Genesis 1:1-13  
Key Verses: Genesis 1:1-2 

Purpose 

1. To reflect afresh about what it means to say that God created the universe. 

2. To consider how the story of creation affects the expression of our faith. 

Right from the Start 

Why Study Genesis (Again) 

Marvel Studios released “Avengers: Infinity War” on DVD at the beginning of August. You may 
be considering buying or renting a copy. The movie holds the current record as the highest 
grossing superhero feature of all time, and it received predominantly good reviews and mostly 
high praise from loyal fans of the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). Let me warn you, though: 



if this is your first foray into the MCU, you are likely to be overwhelmed by the sheer number of 
superheroes and the complexity of their relationships. 

Stan Lee and Jack Kirby began creating their characters back in the early 1960s. They knew that 
if people were going to connect with their characters, they had to know about the situations and 
circumstances that made them who they were. They developed origin stories for each of these 
heroes that not only led readers to accept the amazing abilities these characters possessed, but 
also to empathize with them as they confronted the challenges of life in a less than perfect world. 
Writers, directors, and producers have continued to follow that strategy with the movies Marvel 
Studios has released over the last 10 years. 

Lee and Kirby also introduced the innovation of bringing their characters together occasionally 
to collaborate when confronting a particularly challenging situation or an extremely powerful 
enemy. It is this innovation that makes “Avengers: Infinity War” an especially difficult place to 
start if you are a newcomer to the Marvel Cinematic Universe. There are more than 25 different 
superheroes who play a significant role in the story. They have shared various adventures in the 
movies that have been released since “Iron Man” came out in 2008. When you add in all the 
secondary characters, the plot becomes a puzzle that is nearly impossible to solve. Even those 
who have some passing familiarity with the characters may be left asking questions about what is 
happening and why certain characters are doing what they are doing. When you know what has 
come before, it is much easier to understand what is happening now. 

Understanding origins is essential if you want to get the story right. Genesis is the origin story 
for Christians. It is not God’s origin story. As our writer reminds us, “There never has been a 
time and never will be a time when God is not, when God is not real, when God does not exist” 
(p. 6). Genesis is the origin story for the universe – “the heavens and earth.” It is the origin story 
for humanity. Even more importantly, it is the origin story for the relationship that God initiates 
with humanity.  

Hearing (and Remembering) the Story  

Brent Strawn, professor of Old Testament at Candler School of Theology, makes the case that 
many Christians have forgotten (or at least, neglected) the stories that are foundational to our 
faith in his new book, “The Old Testament Is Dying.” He uses a linguistic analogy to make his 
case.  

“Every society constructs reality in a certain way, with language serving as a primary vehicle of 
the construction. The same holds true for religious societies and/or for religious aspects of a 
society… What I mean by this linguistic analogy, then, is that the Old Testament like any other 
piece of literature or art – like any other way of figuring the world – is, or at least can be, a way 
of constructing reality, a way of understanding the world, a way of perceiving all that is, 
including ourselves. Just as language – preverbal, nonverbal, and verbal – allows us to make the 
world and ourselves, the Old Testament provides (or can provide) a kind of grammar for 



constructing, perceiving, and understanding the same… To put the matter more directly: it seems 
clear that the Old Testament works (or can work) on readers in these world-constructing ways 
quite apart from intentional use or conscious awareness.” 

Strawn also warns his readers that we must avoid rushing to make the text answer the concerns 
that we bring to it. If we want to learn and hear what it is trying to say, it would serve us well to 
remember the people who first cherished these stories enough to preserve them and pass them on 
to their children and eventually to us.  

Strawn shares this insight from Walter Brueggemann: “this text, in its very utterance, in its ways 
of putting things, is completely unfamiliar to us … Hebrew, even for those who know it much 
better than do I, is endlessly imprecise and unclear. It lacks the connecting words; it denotes 
rather than connotes; it points and opens and suggests, but it does not conclude or define.” 

As you read, study, and discuss the lesson this week, make your best effort to consider what this 
text is saying about the nature of God. What does it mean that God creates in the midst of chaos 
– an existence without shape or form? Who finds comfort in the knowledge that God speaks light 
into a dark and stormy deep sea? When have you marveled at the order that defines our universe? 
How can you delight in the goodness God has created? 

 

When you understand how it all began, the ending is much more satisfying. 

*Check out this article on cnet.com before you watch “Avengers: Infinity War: ‘How to Watch 
Every Marvel Cinematic Universe Film in Perfect Order.’” 

Rev. Ashley Randall serves as pastor of Garden City United Methodist Church. He is also a 
member of the Conference Advocacy Team. Contact him at ashley@gardencityumc.com.  

 

When did garbage become entertainment?           

PATHWAY TO HIS PRESENCE 
B.J. FUNK 

When I was growing up, my daddy emptied our garbage cans every other day. If he didn’t, the 
cans would fill to overflowing. If the garbage was in the kitchen, he took it out more often so that 
leftover food would not begin to smell. If you had asked me what I knew about garbage, I would 
have considered that a weird question. I wasn’t supposed to know anything about garbage. It 
belonged out of our house, and daddy saw to that. 

Around 40 years ago, the late David Wilkerson predicted that the day would come when we 
would see naked people on television. The Christian world said, “No way!” In our minds, we 



could not believe this would ever actually happen. We thought that everyone knew, as we did, 
that garbage belongs outside. 

Fast forward to 2018, and nudity is all over our television. Sexual content shows up for our 
children to watch while they are eating supper. I am appalled that the television executives think 
that I want to see a show about two naked people, male and female, meeting for the first time to 
see if they are a “fit” for dating. Another show sends someone to “find” the best mate for you 
and introduces them to you on your wedding day. Marriage is already hanging by a thread in 
America. Let’s just loosen that thread a little more. 

I read recently that we should no longer think of pornography as related only to the internet, 
television, or magazines. We live in a pornographic society. It’s everywhere, from billboards to 
clothing advertisements. And pornography is after your family. 

Gruesome murders are after your family, too. Tell me, now. Are you really interested in 
watching “Killer Children?” Is your spiritual life enhanced by that, or by shows like “Witches,” 
or by dramas about haunted houses and ghosts? Are you drawn to TV shows that want to prove 
that a ghost lives inside someone’s child, and by the way, a ghost might be inside your child, 
too?  

When did garbage like this become entertainment? 

When you finish watching a talk show debate about why two people cannot get along and hear 
their immature babblings and their self-centered arguments over who said what, are you left 
wanting to know the Lord better? When they begin screaming at each other and at the television 
host, does this make you silently want more of this kind of entertainment? God help us. It was a 
sad day in America when “I Love Lucy” was replaced by “I Killed My Best Friend.” 

So, what’s going on, and what can we do about it? America’s declining values began when 
comfortable, church-going Christians didn’t stand against the slow trickle of sin. Satan is a clever 
liar, and our problem was thinking we could never lose what we had. We were secure in what we 
knew, and we thought it would always be that way. When evil popped its ugly head up in our 
faces, we looked the other way. We thought what we had was strong enough to withstand the 
slow trickle that has now become a rushing flood. We thought our daddy would always be 
around to take out the garbage. 

America’s values have declined in part because Christians didn’t stand up against this wave of 
evil. We honestly never thought the wave of evil would be anything more than temporary. But 
evil is never temporary. It is never just a “wave.” Evil is determined, premeditated, and 
relentless. Evil takes the innocent into its clutches, using an agenda that is fierce, determined, 
and “in your face.” 



Unless one’s head has been completely in the sand, many are for the most part, in agreement on 
this one thing: America’s doors are open to the absurd, the disgusting, and the unbelievable 
while being closed to integrity, sensibility, and wisdom. As long as that’s what we like, that’s 
what we will get. 

What can we do? We must bury our heads in God’s Word, letting His truth soak into our minds 
and hearts. When evil slams our nation, we must be busy in our Father’s vineyard, pointing the 
lost toward a dynamic, personal walk with the Lord.  

And what do we do in our homes for protection? We take out the garbage. 

The Rev. B.J. Funk is associate pastor of Central UMC in Fitzgerald. Email Rev. Funk at 
bjfunk@bellsouth.net.  

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – August 2018 

8/02 – Roger Mays: 1418 Eason Stalvey Rd.; Hahira, GA 31632 
8/05 – Gordon Dukes: 126 Nelson Ave.; Garden City, GA 31408 
8/05 – Joe Romigh: 2507 Marixa Dr.; Statham, GA 30666 
8/06 – Rick Holt: PO Box 153; Dixie, GA 31629 
8/07 – B.G. Roberts, Sr.: PO Box 3207; Brunswick, GA 31521 
8/08 – Don Adams: 1104 Wingate Street; Dublin, GA 31021 
8/08 – Jim Nelson: 3584 Hidden Acres Dr.; Atlanta, GA 30340 
8/09 – Creede Hinshaw: 2924 Hillandale Circle S; Macon, GA 31204 
8/09 – Byron Scott: 392 E. Magnolia St.; Jesup, GA 31546 
8/10 – Allison Rhodes: 18 Lenox Pointe NE; Atlanta, GA 30324 
8/13 – Mike Huling: 514 Earl Ave.; Claxton, GA 30417 
8/15 – Nathan Godley: 322 E. Oglethorpe Ave.; Savannah, GA 31401 
8/15 – Charles Houston, Jr.: 505 Fort King George Dr.; Darien, GA 31305 
8/16 – Dick Reese: 6593 Patriot Dr.; Columbus, GA 31909 
8/17 – D. Eugene Pollett: 30 Branson Mill Dr. NW; Cartersville, GA 30120 
8/19 – Jim Giddens: 4 Cottenham Circle; Savannah, GA 31411 
8/20 – Dave Hanson: 106 George T. Morris Cir.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 
8/21 – John Eckert: 237 Bartholomew Blvd.; Jeffersonville, IN 47130 
8/22 – Tom Edwards: 315 Phillips Ave.; Port Wentworth, GA 31407 
8/22 – Jesse France: 514 I.G. Lanier Rd.; Pembroke, GA 31321 
8/22 – John Powell: 2728 Moore’s Station Rd. #17; Dublin, GA 31021 
8/23 – Joe Johnston: 24977 Tanglewood Dr.; Custer, SD 57730 
8/24 – Jim Burgess, III: 661 East Plum St.; Jesup, GA 31546 
8/24 – Sam Lamback, Jr.: 821 Wesleyan Dr.; Macon, GA 31210 
8/25 – Charles Puryear: 106 Sandra St.; Thomasville, GA 31792 
8/25 – Elliott Sams: 6400 Poplar Ave.; Memphis, TN 38197 
8/28 – David Carter: 102 Rivoli Oaks Circle; Macon, GA 31210 
8/28 – Robert Clark: 2022 E Pinetree Blvd.; Thomasville, GA 31792 



8/30 – Jenny Jackson-Adams: 17 Lands End Dr.; Greensboro, NC 27408 
8/31 – Lynn Hurley: PO Box 26; Attapulgus, GA 39815 
8/31 – Willie Beasley: 4451 Mahan Dr.; Valdosta, GA 31632 
 

OBITUARIES 

Mrs. Myrtice P. Lancaster 
Myrtice P. Lancaster, 97, of Box Springs, Ga., passed away on Wednesday, August 1, 2018, at 
her residence. A graveside funeral service was held Saturday, August 4, 2018, at Bethel United 
Methodist Church Cemetery with Rev. Joy Wilson officiating. 

Mrs. Lancaster was born November 17, 1920, in Abbeville, Ala., to David and Laura Gilbert 
Parker. She was a dedicated pastor’s wife and all of her adult life was spent serving The United 
Methodist Church alongside her husband, Rev. Clyde Lancaster, who preceded her in death.  
Mrs. Lancaster was a homemaker and loved making a home and having and raising a family.  
She enjoyed flowers and gardening. 

She is survived by her children, David Clyde Lancaster of Madison, Ga.; and Joyce and Herm 
Kahler of Box Springs, Ga; four grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Bethel United Methodist Church, 1124 GA 
Highway 41 N, Buena Vista GA 31803. 

Watson-Tante Funeral Home of Buena Vista, Ga., is in charge of the arrangements. 

Rev. Jerry Turner Lott 
Rev. Jerry Turner Lott, 74, of Candler County and husband of Shirley Collins Lott, went home to 
be with the Lord after spending his life loving Jesus and his family. He passed away on August 
10, 2018, at Ogeechee Area Hospice in Statesboro.  

Jerry was a loving husband, father, grandfather, uncle, and friend. Born in Metter on April 15, 
1944, he was a son of Gladys Turner Lott and Johnnie James Lott. Mr. Lott was a graduate of 
Metter High School, class of 1962, and later graduated Magna Cum Laude from Andrew 
College, Cum Laude from LaGrange College, and was a graduate of Emory University School of 
Theology. 

Jerry ministered 34 years in the South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church, 
serving many churches including Hiltonia, Soperton, Lyons, Darien, and Hazlehurst. After 
retirement, he served as Pastor Emeritus of Metter United Methodist Church as well as 
frequently attending Cobbtown United Methodist Church.  

Over the course of his life, he enjoyed being an avid outdoorsman and camper as well as a 
Georgia Southern football fan. Jerry was also a former GHSA football referee and was a member 
of the Metter Lions Club. He was preceded in death by his parents, Gladys Turner and Johnnie 
James Lott and his brothers, Bobby Lott and Richard Lott. Surviving are his wife of 51 years, 



Shirley Collins Lott of Candler County; his children, Angela Carlson of Jacksonville, Fla., 
Johnnie Lott of Candler County, and David Lott (Laura) of Candler County; grandchildren 
Annabelle Carlson, Rosalyn, Turner, and Declan Lott; sister Carolyn King (John) of Marietta, 
S.C.; brother James Lott (Marie) of Greenville, S.C.; sister-in-law Juanita Lott; special niece 
Penny Lott; special nephew Joey Lott; and other nieces and nephews.  

Services were held Monday, August 13, 2018, at Metter United Methodist Church. Interment 
was in Evergreen Baptist Church Cemetery. Pallbearers were Robbie King, Joey Lott, Dan 
Henderson, David Swain, Rickey Allen, and Nig Powell. Honorary pallbearers were the 
Sunshine Sunday school class of Metter United Methodist Church, Metter Lions Club, United 
Methodist ministers, and the Metter High School Class of 1962.  

Remembrances may be made to Metter United Methodist Church, 30 West Lillian Street, Metter, 
Georgia 30439 or Ogeechee Area Hospice, P.O. Box 531, Statesboro, Georgia 30459. 
Guestbook: www.kennedyfuneralhomechapels.com. Kennedy Funeral Homes, Hooks Chapel is 
in charge of the arrangements. 

 

Scripture Readings – August 21 

Aug. 26 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10-11) 22-30, 41-43 
Psalm 84 (UMH 804) 
Ephesians 6:10-20 
John 6:56-69 

Sept. 2 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Song of Solomon 2:8-13 
Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 or Psalm 72 (UMH 795) 
James 1:17-27 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Sept. 9 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
Psalm 125 or Psalm 124 (UMH 846) 
James 2:1-10(11-13), 14-17 
Mark 7:24-37 

 



Events in the South Georgia Conference – 8/21/2018 edition 

Pathways – Aug. 25 
Churches looking for new ideas, networking opportunities and practical, quality training for their 
pastors, parishioners, staff and leaders need look no further than this year’s Pathways leadership 
training event. Scheduled for Saturday, August 25 at Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner 
Robins, the training event will offer participants more than 30 workshops to choose from, each 
designed to help congregations become healthier and to fulfill the mission of making disciples of 
Jesus Christ. The event will begin with a time of worship and gathering time around creativity in 
ministry. The training, which starts at 9:30 a.m. and lasts until 4 p.m., features workshops on a 
variety of subjects, from children and youth-focused workshops to spiritual discipline workshops 
to those focused on missions and outreach. The design team urges local church leaders to carpool 
to the event to minimize travel costs and to maximize the benefits of the day by continuing the 
learning conversation during the return trip. The conference cost $25 per person. A boxed lunch 
from Chick-fil-A is included in the registration fee. Safe Sanctuaries compliant childcare is 
available for newborn to fifth-grade children at a cost of $10 per child which covers the cost of 
their lunch. Pre-registration is required for childcare. .5 CEU credits are available for this event. 
For questions, contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com. Click here for more information. 
Register here. 

Way Forward Report Conversations with Bishop Bryan, South Central District – Aug. 27 
Bishop Bryan invites laity and clergy in the South Central District to join him to discuss the Way 
Forward report from 6:30 pm until 8 pm at Valdosta First UMC. Click here for more information 
about the Way Forward. 

Way Forward Report Conversations with Bishop Bryan, Coastal District – Sept. 6 
Bishop Bryan invites laity and clergy in the Coastal District to join him to discuss the Way 
Forward report from 6:30 pm until 8 pm at Hinesville UMC. Click here for more information 
about the Way Forward. 
 

Way Forward Report Conversations with Bishop Bryan, North Central District – Sept. 9 
Bishop Bryan invites laity and clergy in the North Central District to join him to discuss the Way 
Forward report from 6 pm until 7:30 pm at Riverside UMC in Macon. Click here for more 
information about the Way Forward. 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – Sept. 13 
The workshop is set for Thursday, Sept. 13 at St. Luke UMC in Columbus from 10 a.m. until 
4 p.m. Cost is $35 and includes lunch. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this 
workshop is required every three years for any person serving under appointment by the bishop 
(clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). For questions, 
email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that spouses and lay employees who are not 
appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. Click here for more information 
on this workshop as well as the dates for the 2018-2019 Sexual Ethics Workshops.  



Methodist Children's Home Work Day Offering – Sept. 16 
Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering to 
support the ministry of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth. The Work Day Offering 
for the Methodist Home is a tradition from the 1900s, a time when people, mostly farmers, 
donated the equivalent of one day’s wages to the Methodist Home. Sometimes they would load a 
freight car with cotton or peanuts and send it to Macon. Today folks just use a calculator. The 
amount of the work day offering can be calculated quite simply: Divide your annual income by 
365 (farmers didn’t take vacation days.) For example, if a person made $60,000 a year, it would 
be $60,000 divided by 365 = $164. Whether you give cotton or a check, be assured that your gift 
will bring hope and a new lease on life to the more than 400 children and families they serve 
every day. To learn more about this incredible ministry of our conference visit 
www.themethodisthome.org.  

Way Forward Report Conversations with Bishop Bryan, Southwest District – Sept. 18 
Bishop Bryan invites laity and clergy in the Southwest District to join him to discuss the Way 
Forward report from 6:30 pm until 8 pm at Avalon UMC in Albany. Click here for more 
information about the Way Forward. 


