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Three appointments announced, effective Oct. 1 

Bishop Lawson Bryan has announced appointments for three local church positions effective 
October 1. 

Dr. Tony Caldwell, currently serving as pastor of Montezuma United Methodist Church, will be 
appointed to Hinesville First United Methodist Church. Rev. Jonathan Beckum, currently serving 
at Ellaville United Methodist Church and Corinth United Methodist Church, has been appointed 
to Montezuma UMC. Haynes Martin, a certified candidate currently serving as assistant pastor at 
Martha Bowman United Methodist Church in Macon, will be appointed to Ellaville/Corinth. 

Retired pastor Rev. Dave Hanson has been serving as interim pastor at Hinesville First UMC 
since Rev. Dale Thornton’s sudden death in June. 

"We have seen the power of Christ manifested in the body of Christ,” said Rev. David 
Thompson, superintendent of the Coastal District. “By coming together, the Bishop, Cabinet, and 
Hinesville First UMC have and will continue to effectively care for Marlene Thornton. The 
graciousness and intentionality of care which the congregation has shown has been a blessing to 
all those who have been involved in this difficult situation. We are excited for the future, hopeful 
in the present, and building on the treasured past." 

Supporting Mrs. Thornton has been Bishop Bryan’s and the Cabinet’s top priority; another has 
been caring for Hinesville First UMC in their time of grief and helping them discern their next 
pastoral leadership. 

“We are deeply grateful for the life and ministry of Dale Thornton. We are also grateful to Dave 
Hanson for his leadership during this transition time and pray for Tony and the congregation as 
they begin a new season together, as well as for Jonathan and Haynes as they make transitions,” 
Bishop Bryan said. 

 

Letter calls for hope, kindness, unity 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

In a season when The United Methodist Church is fraught with discord, distrust, and dissension, 
more than 250 South Georgia clergy and laity have signed an online petition to demonstrate their 
commitment to unity.  



The “Hope Through Unity” open letter was published last month and has gained attention around 
the Conference and the connection. The writers hope to build a coalition of people on both sides 
of the human sexuality debate who support unity. 

“Our hope is unity; to remain as one, even with different convictions, for the sake of our mission 
and to grow as disciples. We who have signed below have varying convictions on human 
sexuality; yet, we pray as Jesus prayed that we ‘may all be one,’” says the letter. 

Preserving unity until the special session of General Conference, to be held Feb. 23-26, 2019 in 
St. Louis, is the faithful thing to do, the letter writers say.  

The special called 2019 General Conference will focus on moving the denomination past its 
decades-long struggle with issues around homosexuality. Three proposed plans offer a way to 
stay together and ways to split. 

Until then, however, United Methodists should focus on unity and not make up their minds or 
take sides, says Rev. Ben Gosden, senior pastor of Trinity United Methodist Church in Savannah 
and one of the drafters of the letter.  

While he and the other writers acknowledge there are hard decisions to be made, they do not 
think there is a need for the anger, vitriol, and divisiveness they’ve sensed in the past several 
months. 

“There are hard decisions in front of us, but we aren’t angry; we aren’t ready to split the church 
today,” said Rev. Gosden, one of a team of clergy from across the theological spectrum who 
helped pen the letter.  

“We want to cast a vision of hope and to say that, between now and General Conference we still 
believe in the unity of the church,” he said. “We are still realists. Things may well change in a 
dramatic way and that’s okay, but between now and then we want to be people of hope who 
stand up for the unity of the church. But whatever comes and whatever changes we face we want 
to be gracious and generous and kind.” 

The letter points to shared ministries that rely on the support of all South Georgia congregations 
as those that would suffer greatly from a split. Kay Hanson, a retired clergy spouse, signed the 
letter and says that she would hate to see vital ministries hurt. 

“There are so many things that we do together, like UMCOR, that I would hate to see us have to 
start over from scratch,” she said. “I sincerely love people who are on both sides of this issue and 
I would like for us to work together. Our heritage is so rich, and we have weathered storms that 
were this severe, this trying, this divisive before.” 

While the letter is a call for unity, it’s also a call to work together, to move beyond the labels that 
have defined the debate for so long. 



“It’s not a matter of being a progressive, a centrist, or a traditionalist,” Rev. Gosden said. “It’s 
whether we are going to be a compatibilist or a non-compatibilist. Wherever you are, are you 
willing to work with and be the Church with people who are different? That’s the choice this 
letter is putting out there for us.” 

Rev. Jimmy Asbell, senior pastor of Vineville United Methodist Church in Macon, still has hope 
that The United Methodist Church can navigate through this. He signed the letter because he 
believes that, through the process of holy conferencing, there might still be room for a solution 
that keeps the Church together despite the differences. 

“This is a hopeful act in the midst of a lot of despair,” he said of the letter. “There are a lot of 
people who have given up and cynicism is on the rise, so I think this says, ‘I am hopeful that the 
Church is bigger and it will survive.’ I know it will, but I hope it can survive in a way that 
resembles more of what we know than what we don’t know.” 

Mavis Trice, a retired clergy spouse, admires the courage it took to write the letter and says it 
expresses much of what she is feeling. 

“I just want us to be able to know that there are other voices and other thinking (out there),” said 
Trice, a member of Mulberry Street United Methodist Church in Macon. “When I think about 
what we would be giving up missionally that we support through The United Methodist Church 
– The Methodist Home, Magnolia Manor – all of those things are going to be affected, and I feel 
like the unity process helps us maintain what’s important.” 

Rev. Gosden said that unity is more important than this one issue because, just as Jesus and the 
Father are one, it is Jesus’ prayer for the Church to be united. 

“We believe that we are a stronger, better church that reflects the diversity of God’s kingdom 
when we’re together,” Rev. Gosden said, pointing to Jesus’ prayer for the church in John 17. 
“There’s a lot of difference here, but Christ calls us, in this grand mystery of faith, to find room 
to be the body together. Together we, in our differences, can make a really beautiful body.” 

 

Delegation to host listening sessions 

South Georgia’s General Conference delegation will host three listening post sessions to provide 
South Georgia clergy and laity the opportunity to share their thoughts and take part in the Way 
Forward conversation. 

Three listening sessions will be held, and several delegation members will be present at each 
meeting.  

• Thursday, October 11  The Chapel, Brunswick      10 a.m. – noon 



• Wednesday, October 17 Centenary UMC, Macon    10 a.m. – noon 
• Thursday, October 25       Cordele First UMC             10 a.m. – noon   

Those who aren’t able to attend a listening post session have the opportunity to express their 
thoughts through an online form. Click here to provide written feedback to the delegation. 

“This is a serious concern for us and we wanted to find a way for everyone who wanted to be 
heard to have an opportunity to share,” said Rev. Jay Hanson, a General Conference delegate and 
lead pastor of The Chapel Ministries in Brunswick. 

The listening posts have been designed for people to share their thoughts and opinions and are 
not forums for debate, arguments, responses, or questions, Rev. Hanson said. The delegation will 
not answer questions or respond to any opinions expressed. 

“Our desire is to attempt to provide as safe a place as possible for all who want to share,” he said. 

The events will be structured to allow time for anyone wishing to speak to have a chance to do 
so. Delegation members will not make presentations or answer questions but will be present to 
listen, Hanson said. Registration is not necessary to attend or participate. For more information, 
visit www.sgaumc.org/delegation2019.  

 

Bishop Bryan continues district visits to discuss Way Forward report 

Bishop Lawson Bryan is continuing to visit each of the Conference’s six districts to discuss 
the Way Forward report with clergy and laity. Click here to read more and see the 
schedule. I How to prepare for District Way Forward meetings I Delegation to host listening 
posts and gather input 

• September 6 – Coastal District | 6:30 pm – 8 pm at Hinesville FUMC 

• September 9 – North Central District | 6 pm – 7:30 pm at Riverside UMC, Macon 

• September 18 – Southwest District | 6:30 pm – 8 pm at Avalon UMC, Albany 

 

Conference to offer Certified Lay Minister Training 

Laity have long been an integral part of Methodist ministry. Lay leaders, lay speakers, and lay 
missioners have served the church almost since its inception. 

Certified Lay Ministers (CLMs) typically provide ministry in part-time or volunteer roles in a 
variety of formats including conducting public worship, caring for the congregation, assisting in 



program leadership, developing new and existing faith communities, preaching the Word, 
leading small groups, and establishing community outreach ministries. Congregational 
Development and Connectional Ministries have partnered to offer a training opportunity to help 
laity deepen their leadership skills and gain practical, hands-on experience. 

“The Certified Lay Minister program is designed to offer anyone who wants to be a stronger 
leader in their church a good foundation,” said Dr. Nita Crump, Director of Connectional 
Ministries. “We encourage everyone who is assigned to a church as Lay Supply to participate in 
this program, and we also encourage all other church leaders to consider it.” 

Participating in the CLM program will make any lay person a stronger leader in their church, she 
said. 

The coursework includes holistic ministry training covering the following topics: 

• Worship 
• Discipleship 
• Preaching and Teaching 
• Congregational Care 
• Communication 
• Organizational and Personal Leadership 
• United Methodist Connection 

During the training, which runs Oct. 13, 2018, through March 3, 2019, participants will develop 
a team of leaders and supporters within their current congregation who will encourage them 
throughout the course and beyond. Thorough the 11 classes, held at The Chapel’s Brunswick 
campus, they’ll build relationships with other South Georgia lay leaders and learn, practice, 
implement, share, and be inspired to take what they’ve learned and put it into action.  

The cost for the class is $300 per person, which includes lunch, snacks, books, and supplies for 
entire course. Scholarship opportunities are available. Contact Dr. Nita Crump at 
nitac@sgaumc.com for more information.  

 

As we journey toward General Conference, Stay Calm, Stay Connected, Stay the 
Course 

FROM THE BISHOP 
R. LAWSON BRYAN 

Attendance at the Way Forward district meetings has been outstanding. With nearly 500 people 
present in Columbus, nearly 400 in Statesboro, and around 350 in Valdosta, the interest of our 



church members and pastors is certainly evident. Those present at each gathering have inspired 
me with their sincere devotion, their deep love for the Church, and their passionate desire to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.   

The three remaining Way Forward meetings will be held in Hinesville (9/6), Macon (9/9), and 
Albany (9/18). I look forward to these opportunities to continue connecting with so many laity 
and clergy across South Georgia. The strong attendance we are having demonstrates that we are 
indeed Alive Together in Christ.   

In these district meetings we are watching a 10-minute video that summarizes the three plans 
offered by the Commission on a Way Forward. Thanks to Debbie Hudgens for narrating the 
video! Debbie, a member of White Bluff UMC in Savannah, is well-known and highly respected 
for her leadership in our annual conference. Following the video, the bulk of the meeting time is 
spent answering questions of interest to those present. The goal is to enable our laity and clergy 
to give non-anxious leadership by equipping them with clarity about the three plans and 
knowledge of the process that is unfolding.  

I have been reminding us all of the 4-Ls: loving leads to listening; listening leads to learning; 
and learning shows us how to lead in a given situation. The order is important. Effective 
leadership starts with genuinely loving God and our neighbor. That first step must not be 
overlooked. It is the deep love for God and for others that causes to want to truly listen to one 
another. And it is through such compassionate listening that we are able to learn what we need to 
know to gain true understanding of each other. This results in a leadership style that is effective 
because it grows out of loving, listening, and learning. Each of us can practice the four Ls in our 
daily interaction with others: Loving, Listening, Learning, Leading.  

In addition to the Way Forward district meetings, the members of our General Conference 
delegation are sponsoring “listening posts” – a time of informal conversation where you can give 
voice to any concerns you have. The delegation invites you to attend one of the “listening post” 
sessions from 10 a.m. until noon on the following days: October 11 at The Chapel in Brunswick;  
October 17 at Centenary UMC in Macon;  and October 25 at FUMC Cordele. Feedback may also 
be shared with the delegation through the online input form at www.sgumc.com/delegation2019.  

Two other items are of special interest in the Way Forward conversation. First, the Council of 
Bishops has asked the Judicial Council to issue a declaratory decision indicating any part of the 
three plans that is considered unconstitutional. It is important to know this before the special 
called session of General Conference, Feb. 23-26, 2019. The Judicial Council meets in October 
and we hope to have their ruling by the end of that month. Second, in November the 100 or so 
petitions that have been sent in will also be published. This will allow us to study them before 
General Conference. I believe these petitions will address many of the specific concerns raised 
by church members in our district meetings. 



The wonderful spirit in our district meetings leads me to reiterate the refrain that has been 
guiding us as we journey toward General Conference: Stay Calm. Stay Connected. Stay the 
Course.   

Alive Together in the World, 

R. Lawson Bryan 

 

KidzQuest - "This Wild Life" - set for Sept. 21-23 

KidzQuest, an annual children’s retreat sponsored by South Georgia’s Connectional Ministries, 
will be held September 21-23 at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. The theme, “This 
Wild Life,” will be the foundation of the weekend and will help show kids just how wild their 
faith journey can be! As Joshua 1:9 commands us to be strong, brave, and not afraid, kids will 
learn that “I [God] will be there to help you wherever you go.” What a promise!  

Designed for students in third through sixth grades, KidzQuest offers a chance for children to 
take a break from school, spend time with friends, and worship with church groups of all sizes. 

Leadership for the weekend includes speaker and entertainer Forrest Davis, worship leader 
Shawn Walden, emcee Brandon Rushin/“Hey Ya,” and leaders of the Camp Connect summer 
staff. 

The cost for this event is $135 per person and includes programming, insurance, food, lodging, 
and a t-shirt. Churches will register as a group and payment is required within seven days. 

Click here to register. 

Adult chaperones will need to be provided by each church group and must be Safe Sanctuaries 
certified. For more information, contact Event Coordinator Suzanne Akins 
at suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626, ext. 107. More information can also be found on 
the KidzQuest website, www.sgaumc.org/kidzquest. Deadline for registration is Sept. 10, 
2018, or until retreat has reached maximum capacity. 

 

Our laity are valuable, vital members of our congregations, Conference, and connection. They 
are called to make disciples in a world desperately in need of hope. Laity serve as Sunday school 
teachers, children’s ministers, as musicians, they offer hospitality, and so much more. Thank you 
to Denise Rooks, a lay member of Harper’s Chapel UMC, for writing this Sunday school lesson. 

God Created Plants and Animals 



Fall Quarter: God’s World and God’s People 
Unit 1: God Created the World 

Sunday school lesson for the week of September 9, 2018 
By Denise Rooks 

Lesson Scripture: Genesis 1: 14-25  

Key Verse: God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 
night. They will mark events, sacred seasons, days, and years.” (Genesis 1:14) 

Lesson Aim: To contemplate the goodness and the order of God’s creation 

From a young age, I have enjoyed hearing and reading Charles Weldon Johnson’s colorful poem, 
“The Creation.” He penned it so beautifully that I saw a clear picture of how God created the 
world. He painted beautiful imagery of a mighty God at work, like Michelangelo creating a 
masterpiece. I especially relished how Johnson explained the making of the sun and the moon. 
Paraphrasing, he said that God created the sun by rolling the light in his hands and flinging it out 
to the sky, and then God took the leftover light and made the moon. 

As skilled as Charles Weldon Johnson was at figuratively writing about the beauty of creation, 
God our father, the master artist, made it beautiful literally. God created a masterpiece full of 
beautiful colors, shining lights that sparkle at night, and never-ending waters that flow. 

We go to museums to see works of art, to theaters to see artists portray art, and some of us use 
art to decorate our bodies, but at any given moment we could step outside and see the beautiful 
art God supplies free of charge. There’s nothing like sitting outside and getting to see God’s 
masterpiece in action.  

When God created the earth and supplied it with plants and animals, He was thinking of His next 
creation, man. God had us on his mind as He spoke the world into existence. He knew we would 
need an ordered universe, so He gave great thought and time creating what we would need. Our 
Adult Bible Study Series writer says, “… the six days God devoted to creation were interrelated, 
harmonious, and orderly in their implementation.” The writer understands, “… the first three 
days were days of preparation, on which God readied the important constituent parts to return 
later,” and after resting the third day, God became more specific with his creation. He allowed 
the light to become distinguished from the darkness (verses 14-18).  

Since we know God is light (1 John 1:5), there’s no doubt God didn’t need a distinction from day 
and night for His benefit, but God knew the living organisms he was creating would need that 
distinction. God rested on the fourth day, knowing it was good. His plan for the vegetation he 
created earlier would now begin the process of photosynthesis, making their own food, and from 
that food, animals would get their energy supply. With the vegetation in place, God allowed time 
for oxygen to move across the land then he rested knowing what He would do next. 



On the fifth day, God called some of the creatures forth! (Verses 20-23) He was putting some 
depth to his masterpiece, his perfect design. He called for the sea creatures to fill the waters, then 
called the birds to fly across the sky. After God called his first creatures forth, I imagine he took 
a step back, like a painter admiring the work that has been done so far. Because he liked it, God 
blessed them. That blessing came with an edict. This great master told His creations to go forth 
throughout the land and the sea, but he didn’t just want them going without a purpose. Our great 
God gave His creatures purpose: He wanted them to be fertile and multiply. The creatures were 
part of his methodical plan; He needed the waters and the earth to fill up. God had already 
prepared their food and their air, so he just needed them to show up. God made a variety of 
creatures: He has animals that fly, and animals that swim. He has animals with two legs, and 
animals with no legs. The masterpiece is getting colorful! 

God was indeed meticulous with his work. Everything he created was orderly yet wonderfully 
made. He has spoken many living things into existence, but he isn’t through yet. 

On the sixth day, our great God called for the livestock, so he called forth the beasts of land. The 
animals would help establish a system of giving back to the earth, spreading fertilizer to nourish 
the vegetation and breathing out carbon dioxide that the vegetation would use to help produce 
the oxygen that all the beasts would need to inhale. Our great God had created a delicate system 
that scientists called a food chain and food web where all living things rely on each other to 
survive, and without vegetation all would perish. Now the master planner, our God, says this is 
good, but He knows He’s not through yet. 

These three days we have explored in Genesis 1:14-25 have been more days of preparation for 
God to work on the earth. Great artists know you can’t rush the process. If a sculptor tries to 
hurry through his work, he or she can damage the foundational work and have to start the process 
all over again. God didn’t rush His creation, but instead our master builder took his time and 
enjoyed the process. He took the time to make sure he was doing it correctly. In our lives we 
tend to do the opposite. When we’re working and everything is going well, we don’t often stop 
when it’s good. We keep going when sometimes we should stop, relax, and enjoy the process. 

Charles Weldon Johnson may have used words to give us a picture of how the creation occurred 
and many artists have drawn pictures of different landscapes depicting creation and pieces of our 
beautiful earth, but only God spoke his masterpiece into existence. He spoke and the day and 
night were established. He called the creatures of the land, sea, and air and they knew their place. 
He gave them purpose.  

When is the last time we stepped out of our building and admired God’s handiwork? There is 
nothing more calming than watching God’s creatures at work on this earth. If we were to step 
outside we might see the worker bees going through their routine of looking for pollen and 
nectar, the ants marching in an organized way disposing of unwanted things, fish swimming 
about finding food, or the birds building nests for their babies. 



Action Plan: 

1. What’s stopping you from enjoying God’s created earth? If you feel overworked or 
overwhelmed with the busyness of life, go for a leisurely stroll in a park or sit on your 
back porch and see how many birds you see. Don’t let work get in the way of noticing 
God’s handiwork. 

2. Read Charles Weldon Johnson’s poem, “The Creation” and act it out! Allow your voice 
to inflect with the words.  

3. Notice the people in your circle. Perhaps they need a place to go for a quiet moment. Can 
you provide a still moment where they can go, or arrange to meet them somewhere, so 
you can all have a moment of stillness to reflect on the goodness and majesty of God? 

4. Arrange for your church to go on a simple outing to a park or nature trail. Don’t plan to 
make food. Stop and pick up food to go. This will ensure everyone can enjoy the trip and 
focus on the wonders God created. 

Denise Rooks is a lay member of Harper's Chapel United Methodist Church in Baxley. She’s a 
member of the Advocacy Discipleship team and the Multicultural Task Force. 

 

God Created People 

Fall Quarter: God’s World and God’s People 
Unit 1: God Created the World 

Sunday school lesson for the week of September 16, 2018 
By Dr. Nita Crump 

Lesson Scripture: Genesis 1:26 – 2:7 
Key Verse: Genesis 1:27 

Purpose: To consider what it means to be formed in the image of God. 

David Phelps, a Christian artist known for both his solo work and his work with Bill Gaither, 
sings a song entitled “Virtuoso.” The song starts with these words: “A handful of dust, a 
worthless piece of clay, and you breathed the breath of heaven …” 

The intent of the song, as I interpret it, is to showcase the difference between God the Creator 
and humanity the created. The lyrics tell the story of how our lives can be good if we let God 
write the song and direct the music. While this is certainly true, I disagree with the thoughts 
behind the opening lines. God created all that we can experience, including the dust and the clay.  
As he created, he pronounced everything good. Farmers across South Georgia will surely agree 
that the dirt that covers our fair state is good as it provides the medium in which many crops are 



grown! What better medium for God to use to create humans than the very dirt that continues to 
provide for us today? 

Before we consider what it means to be made in God’s image, let’s consider how we were made.  
As we read the story of creation found in Genesis 1 and the early verses of Genesis 2, we find 
that God created by speaking. The word of God is powerful enough to create, to bring his 
thoughts to life. Genesis 2:7 tells us that when God created humans, he did so with touch. He 
formed humans from dirt and used divine CPR to breathe life into us. We were not created by his 
spoken word, but by the intimacy of touch. Humanity’s creation set us apart from the rest of 
creation in two ways – by the way in which we were created and by the expectations that came 
with being made in the image of the creator.  

Today we carry computers in our pockets that can save an image of nearly anything and store it 
in a digital cloud. As long as we have these digital miracle machines, we can view our pictures 
any time we want to. We have mirrors that can reflect images with great accuracy, unless you 
find yourself in a fun house at the fair. We have paintings that sustain images for centuries and 
statues that reflect images until nature weathers the stone smooth. In today’s world, images are 
common. In the ancient world, humanity didn’t have quite so many ways to save and store 
images. In ancient times, images were so important that they were considered to carry the very 
essence of the person/god portrayed. Idols were images that represented a deity, carried the 
essence of the deity, and the deity’s work was accomplished through the image portrayed by the 
idol.   

If the ancient writers of the creation story believed that a created image carried the essence of the 
portrayed and that the work of the portrayed could be accomplished through that image, what 
message do you think they were including in their telling of the creation story? Perhaps they 
were sharing their beliefs that humans were created in God’s image to carry the essence of God 
with them, to serve as his representatives in the world, and to be a vessel through which he could 
accomplish his work.   

When my oldest son was born, I remember holding a picture of him at three weeks old beside a 
picture of me at three weeks and hearing many family members talk about how much he looked 
like me. The resemblance to the Crump side of the family continued to develop as he grew. But it 
wasn’t just the physical image that developed. As he grew, he began to act more and more like 
me. The image that he carries to this day represents not only his physical connection to me but 
also his emotional connection through attitude and character. Shouldn’t we be able to say the 
same thing about us in our relationship with God? If we are made in his image and carry his 
essence in order to be his representatives in the world and a vessel through which he can work, 
shouldn’t we grow to live and act more and more as he would want us to? Colossians 1:15 
describes Christ as the image of the invisible God. Christ is the perfect image of God. We should 
strive to grow more and more Christlike so that the image of God we reflect to the world is a true 
image of the holy and almighty God.   



What image of God do you reflect to the world? Are you reflecting the essence of the creator 
God? Are you serving as a vessel through which he can accomplish his plan and purpose for the 
world? Genesis 2:7 ends with these words, “The human came to life.” David Phelps sings these 
words, “This heart is your instrument, this life is your song.” Lord God Almighty, please make it 
so in my life because only when I live in this manner am I truly living as the image of the God 
who created me.   

(Information in this article was drawn from The New Application Commentary, Genesis, From 
biblical text…to contemporary life, John H. Walton, p 121 – 175.) 

Dr. Nita Crump serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 
nitac@sgaumc.com.  

 

3 practices to prepare for YOUR District Conversation 

GROWING IN GRACE 
BEN GOSDEN 

Bishop Bryan is busy traveling the Conference speaking with members of each district of South 
Georgia about General Conference 2019 and the work of the Commission on a Way Forward. As 
we prepare for the conversations in our respective districts, I want to share three important 
practices I think we all should engage in as we enter into potentially difficult conversations. 

(I realize that three districts will have already had their event by the time you read this column. 
Feel free to use these practices as you plan to attend the upcoming listening post sessions with 
members of our delegation in October) 

1. Pray before you go 

Seems obvious enough, right? We’re Christians and we all should pray regularly. “Pray without 
ceasing,” Paul reminds us (1 Thess 5:17). But HOW we pray is essential, especially as we pray 
for the future of the church. Do we pray for God to let “our side” win? Or do we pray for the 
Spirit to guide the process ahead? Creating winners and losers only works in sports. We’re the 
Church and, as such, we are called to pray for something more than merely “winning.” We’re 
called to pray for wisdom, for vision, and for the discipline to be generous and gracious in our 
faithfulness. It’s not about “my will” being done. It’s about God’s will being done “on earth as it 
is in heaven.” If anything, may we pray for things like humility and love and grace to win and 
things like divisiveness, blind stubbornness, and bitterness to lose.  

2. Think before you ask 



As we have opportunity to ask our bishop questions, it’s good to think before you ask. Ask 
yourself things like: “Does my question further the discussion? Does my question reveal a heart 
of peace? Does my question point others to the love of God found in Jesus Christ?” It might also 
be helpful to remember an adage I once heard attributed to that lion of South Georgia, Rev. Bill 
Powell: “Before you ask your question, wait. Inevitably someone else will ask and you’ll hear 
how silly your question really is.” Let’s think of questions that open us up to learning something 
new and not that seek to further a position we already claim.  

3. Seek to grow as you go 

We have an anxious seven months ahead of us. How could we grow during this time of anxiety? 
I think it would be helpful if we started by doing two things: First, find someone who holds a 
different position from you on human sexuality and get to know them. Learn from them. Ask 
good questions. You don’t have to have your mind changed on your position, but we do need our 
hearts changed to see that good people can hold a variety of positions and still be faithful 
Christians. Second, as this conversation makes its way into your local church, be the voice of 
graciousness. Our first reaction to things we don’t agree with is usually our worst reaction. Help 
others receive and take part in these conversations in ways that are grace-filled, humble, and 
loving. Help others resist the temptation to let our witnesses be tarnished by taking stands for 
positions in ugly ways. After all, if we’re right about a position in the wrong ways, then we’re 
still just wrong. 

Writing as one with 30 plus years of ministry in front of me, I can tell you that while the anxiety 
is real, my hope is even more real. Whatever comes in 2019 will not break the Church even if it 
dares to change it. As our baptismal liturgy reminds us, “The Church is of God and will last for 
all time.” That sentence alone helps to calm the daily anxiety I feel about the future of The 
United Methodist Church.  

Above all, may you be a witness of hope in your upcoming conversations and in these exciting 
days ahead.  

The Rev. Ben Gosden is senior pastor at Trinity United Methodist Church in Savannah. He can 
be reached at ben@trinity1848.org. 
 

John Wesley’s marriage 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 

John Wesley had discussed with a friend whether or not it would be a good thing for him to 
marry, and on February 2, 1751, he decided to do so. He was 47 years old and his bride, Molly 



Vazelle, was a wealthy widow with four children. She was 41 years old. Her merchant husband 
had died four years previously. 

It is interesting that this marriage occurred just days after John had urged Methodist ministers not 
to marry unless there were exceptional reasons to do so. He also urged them if they married not 
to preach one less sermon. 

John had fallen in love with Molly when she became his nurse after he fell on the ice on London 
Bridge. It was not unusual for John Wesley to fall in love with nurses. 

The marriage was not satisfactory to Molly or John. She was at the stage in life in which she 
wanted to settle down and have a home. John was always the traveling evangelist. Molly became 
insanely jealous of any women Wesley conversed with or wrote letters of sympathy or 
encouragement to. 

Later, after several trips together, John took a trip without Molly. He wrote what a blessing it 
was to not have to hear complaints about wet weather, bad beds, poor food, etc., etc., etc.  

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – September 2018 

9/03 – Fred Foster: 1964 Madison Hwy.; Quitman, GA 31643 
9/03 – Guy Mathis, Jr.: 1108 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709 
9/04 – Earl James: 310 Avondale Circle; Warner Robins, GA 31088 
9/05 – Mark Kase: 1100 Arthur J. Moore Dr., Unit 102; St Simons Island, GA 31522 
9/05 – Gene Yelverton: 6345 Concord Church Rd.; Ellaville, GA 31806 
9/06 – Cecil Hazen: 515 Ferncliff Terrace; Macon, GA 31204 
9/09 – Richard Soper: 229 Victorian Lake Dr.; Brunswick, GA 31525 
9/13 – Bernie Khaw: 150 Myrtle Ave., Apt. 2205; Brooklyn, NY 11201 
9/14 – Tom Johnson, Sr.: PO Box 127; Oxford, GA 30054 
9/15 – Ted Bass: 133 Brieghton Ct.; Macon, GA 31210 
9/15 – Elick Bullington, Jr.: Lakeside Senior Care; 1025 N Chester Ave.; Douglas, GA 31533 
9/16 – William Berry, Sr.: 405 Brookside Dr.; Augusta, GA 30904 
9/16 – Bob Norwood: 946 Old Wadley Rd.; Swainsboro, GA 30401 
9/16 – Ray Youngblood: 214 Lee St.; North Augusta, SC 29841 
9/18 – Burns Willis: 1815 E. Washington St.; Thomasville, GA 31792 
9/19 – Dan Pegram: 112 Tahoe Dr.; Pooler, GA 31323 
9/19 – Wayne Moseley: 29 William E. Moseley Rd.; Collins, GA 30421 
9/20 – James Trice, Jr.: 5300 Zebulon Rd.; Garden Home 31; Macon, GA 31210 
9/21 – Robert Herrington, Sr.: 185 S. Sixth St.; Cochran, GA 31014 
9/21 – Virgil Lee: 208 Yorkshire Crescent; Thomasville, GA 31792 
9/22 – Edwin Chase: 70 Shipwatch Rd.; Savannah, GA 31410 
9/22 – Eddie Ratcliffe: 3232 Rosewood Ave.; Brunswick, GA 31520 
9/23 – Steve Posey: 1443 Edwin Phillips Rd.; Reidsville, GA 30453 
9/26 – John Irwin: 109 Deer Run Dr.; Macon, GA 31220 



9/26 – Larry Sauls: 1691 Church Loop Rd.; Rockledge, GA 30454 
9/27 – James Boyd: 112 Asbury St.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 
9/27 – Andy Brownley: 34 South Broad St.; Alamo, GA 30411 
9/28 – Donna Jordan: 404 Brentwood Dr.; Dublin, GA 31021 
9/28 – William Ryan: 2138 Red Bank Circle; Sevierville, TN 37876 
9/30 – Dennis Stalvey: PO Box 685; Americus, GA 31709 
 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. Harold Tucker 
Reverend Harold Tucker, age 91, of the South Thompson Community, died Thursday, August 
30, 2018, in Meadows Health and Rehabilitation in Vidalia, after an extended illness. He was 
born in Alapaha in Berrien County, where he grew up, and lived there until serving in the U.S. 
Navy. He was called to the ministry in 1951 and served numerous churches in South Georgia.  
The first church he pastored was Leila-Weeks Chapel United Methodist Church in Ty Ty, 
several years at the First United Methodist Church of Vidalia, and many years at the Hardens 
Chapel United Methodist Church, where he was also a member. He retired from the ministry in 
1989 as Superintendent of the Dublin District. Reverend Tucker had a passion for the ministry 
and a deep love for each of his congregations. He was preceded in death by his wife of 61 years, 
Evelyn G. Tucker in 2012; parents, John Clera Tucker and Willie Paulk Tucker; two 
grandchildren, Natalie Sprewell and Matthew Sprewell; and a son-in-law, Dale Sprewell. 

Reverend Tucker is survived by three daughters, Karen T. Mason and husband Tommy of 
Vienna, Janice T. Sprewell of Brierfield, Alabama, and Gill T. Herndon and husband Bo of 
Johnson Corner; one sister, Elizabeth Moore and husband Autry of Alapaha; six grandchildren, 
Allison, Joan, Maghen, Jordie, Michael, and Sky; seven great-grandchildren, and one niece. 

A memorial service was held Saturday, Sept. 1 in the Hardens Chapel United Methodist Church.  
Burial will follow at a later date in Lakeview Memorial Gardens. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Hardens Chapel United Methodist 
Church, P.O. Box 1441, Lyons GA 30436. 

 

Scripture Readings – September 4 

Sept. 9 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
Psalm 125 or Psalm 124 (UMH 846) 



James 2:1-10(11-13), 14-17 
Mark 7:24-37 

Sept. 16 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 1:20-33 
Psalm 19 (UMH 750) 
James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-38 

Sept. 23 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 31:10-31 
Psalm 1 (UMH 738) 
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
Mark 9:30-37 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 9/04/2018 edition 

Way Forward Report Conversations with Bishop Bryan, Coastal District – Sept. 6 
Bishop Bryan invites laity and clergy in the Coastal District to join him to discuss the Way 
Forward report from 6:30 pm until 8 pm at Hinesville UMC. Click here for more information 
about the Way Forward. 

Way Forward Report Conversations with Bishop Bryan, North Central District – Sept. 9 
Bishop Bryan invites laity and clergy in the North Central District to join him to discuss the Way 
Forward report from 6 pm until 7:30 pm at Riverside UMC in Macon. Click here for more 
information about the Way Forward. 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – Sept. 13 
The workshop is set for Thursday, Sept. 13 at St. Luke UMC in Columbus from 10 a.m. until 
4 p.m. Cost is $35 and includes lunch. According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this 
workshop is required every three years for any person serving under appointment by the bishop 
(clergy, local pastors, extension ministers, appointed lay speakers). For questions, 
email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that spouses and lay employees who are not 
appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. Click here for more information 
on this workshop as well as the dates for the 2018-2019 Sexual Ethics Workshops.  

Methodist Children's Home Work Day Offering – Sept. 16 
Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special Work Day Offering to 
support the ministry of The Methodist Home for Children and Youth. The Work Day Offering 



for the Methodist Home is a tradition from the 1900s, a time when people, mostly farmers, 
donated the equivalent of one day’s wages to the Methodist Home. Sometimes they would load a 
freight car with cotton or peanuts and send it to Macon. Today folks just use a calculator. The 
amount of the work day offering can be calculated quite simply: Divide your annual income by 
365 (farmers didn’t take vacation days.) For example, if a person made $60,000 a year, it would 
be $60,000 divided by 365 = $164. Whether you give cotton or a check, be assured that your gift 
will bring hope and a new lease on life to the more than 400 children and families they serve 
every day. To learn more about this incredible ministry of our conference visit 
www.themethodisthome.org.  

Way Forward Report Conversations with Bishop Bryan, Southwest District – Sept. 18 
Bishop Bryan invites laity and clergy in the Southwest District to join him to discuss the Way 
Forward report from 6:30 pm until 8 pm at Avalon UMC in Albany. Click here for more 
information about the Way Forward. 

General Conference Delegation Listening Post Session, Brunswick – Oct. 11 
South Georgia’s General Conference delegation will host three listening post sessions to provide 
South Georgia clergy and laity the opportunity to share their thoughts and take part in the Way 
Forward conversation. This Listening Post session will be held Thursday, Oct. 11 from 10 a.m. 
until noon at The Chapel in Brunswick. The events will be structured to allow time for anyone 
wishing to speak to have a chance to do so. Delegation members will not make presentations or 
answer questions but will be present to listen. Registration is not necessary to attend or 
participate. For more information, visit www.sgaumc.org/delegation2019.  

General Conference Delegation Listening Post Session, Macon – Oct. 17 
South Georgia’s General Conference delegation will host three listening post sessions to provide 
South Georgia clergy and laity the opportunity to share their thoughts and take part in the Way 
Forward conversation. This Listening Post session will be held Wednesday, Oct. 17 from 10 a.m. 
until noon at Centenary UMC in Macon. The events will be structured to allow time for anyone 
wishing to speak to have a chance to do so. Delegation members will not make presentations or 
answer questions but will be present to listen. Registration is not necessary to attend or 
participate. For more information, visit www.sgaumc.org/delegation2019.  

UMW Annual Meeting – Oct. 20 
South Georgia’s United Methodist Women will celebrate 46 years of mission and ministry on 
Saturday, Oct. 20 at Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner Robins. Visit 
www.sgaumc.org/umw for more information. 

Vashti Day – Oct. 21 
Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special offering to support the 
ministry of The Vashti Center, Inc. To learn more about Vashti and its great ministry, visit 
www.vashti.org.  



Laity Sunday – Oct. 21 
Laity Sunday, celebrated on the third Sunday of October of each year, will be Oct. 21, 2018. On 
Laity Sunday, we celebrate that we are all called, laity as well as clergy, to go and make disciples 
in a world so desperately in need of hope through our humble service. Jesus modeled the process 
for us in Mark 10:45, and Thomas Coke and Francis Asbury lived it out in their own lives. 
Therefore, go! Click here for more information from Discipleship Ministries / Download Laity 
Sunday brochure (pdf) 

General Conference Delegation Listening Post Session, Cordele – Oct. 25 
South Georgia’s General Conference delegation will host three listening post sessions to provide 
South Georgia clergy and laity the opportunity to share their thoughts and take part in the Way 
Forward conversation. This Listening Post session will be held Thursday, Oct. 25 from 10 a.m. 
until noon at Cordele First UMC. The events will be structured to allow time for anyone wishing 
to speak to have a chance to do so. Delegation members will not make presentations or answer 
questions but will be present to listen. Registration is not necessary to attend or participate. For 
more information, visit www.sgaumc.org/delegation2019.  

 

Rev. Bernie Khaw to lead online Bible study; starts Oct. 7 

We sometimes misunderstand the Bible when certain verses are taken out of context. To help 
avoid this, Rev. Bernie Khaw has led small groups more than 10 times to study the Bible in its 
wholeness. Upon going into retirement from his extension ministry at Thiells Garnerville UMC 
(Greater NJ Annual Conference), he continues to pursue this passion, but this time it will be in 
an online format. 

The study will take 24 weeks (three 8-week sessions) based on the Covenant Bible Study 
(see www.covenantbiblestudy.com). Session 1 looks at what the Bible tells us about God 
creating the Covenant, Session 2 about our living the Covenant, and Session 3 about trusting it. 

You will probably spend up to 30 minutes a day reading and journaling. You will need: The 
participant's guide book (cokesbury.com sells the paperback version for less than $30), a study 
Bible (preferably CEB), and a reliable wifi connection for the weekly online meeting (60-90 
min.). 

The first (online) meeting will be held Sunday October 7, 2018 at 7:30 pm. The group will meet 
online weekly after that. There will be breaks between sessions to allow for Christmas and 
Easter. 

Please email Rev. Bernie Khaw at berniekhaw@gmail.com if you are interested in joining the 
study. 



 


