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Responding to Florence: how to help 

As Florence continues to drench the Carolinas, dumping record amounts of rain on the region 
that has and will continue to lead to devastating flooding, South Georgia United Methodists ask, 
“How can we help?” 

The tropical depression, which was downgraded from a Category 1 hurricane after it made 
landfall in Wrightsville Beach, N.C. Friday, has swamped communities in North Carolina and 
South Carolina, damaged thousands of homes and businesses, and left hundreds of thousands 
without power. At least 24 people have died in storm-related incidents. 

United Methodists stand ready to assist those in need. 

Below are several ways to help: 

Ways to give 

There are several ways to make a donation through UMCOR for disaster response relief. 

• Online: make a gift now to US Disaster Response #901670  

• By phone: Call 1-800-554-8583  

• Through your local church: Place your gift in the plate at your church. Please make the 
gift clearly identifiable as being for the benefit of UMCOR- US Disaster Response 
#901670 or South Georgia Storm Recovery #6796. 

Early Response Teams 

Associate Director of Connectional Ministries Allison Lindsey has been in contact with 
leadership of the areas hit by Hurricane Florence, and South Georgia will be on standby once 
assessments are made and the needs determined. Luis Morales, Conference Disaster Coordinator, 
has been participating in UMCOR calls and VOAD (Volunteers Organizations Active in 
Disaster) conference calls to receive timely updates and information.  

Please do not deploy unless the invitation from the affected areas has been extended. There is a 
deployment procedure for ERTs that needs to be followed. This ensures that the communities 
have the capacity to accept teams and volunteers and does not place a burden on the local 
responders.  

As soon as it is safe and possible, an invitation will come and will be shared with the South 
Georgia Conference. You can also follow requests for ERTs through the UMVIM website. The 



North Carolina Conference will be asking for ERTs, so begin planning now for deployment, 
BUT PLEASE WAIT FOR THE INVITATION!   

If you are interested in helping North Carolina and have a team ready to deploy, you can contact 
the North Carolina Conference directly at their Conference Center at 888-440-9167. Due to the 
volume of calls, please leave a message. They will collect your information and contact you 
later. You can also visit the Conference website at www.nccumc.org, which will link you to their 
Disaster Response site. 

South Carolina has flooding in the northern part of the state. They are not accepting ERTs nor 
supplies at this time, but as soon as their needs are identified, information will be shared. Their 
conference website is www.umcsc.org for links to their Disaster Response website. 

Thank you for following the outlined procedures to not deploy before an invitation is extended. 
Our Conference Disaster Response Coordinators will keep you updated on our Conference 
website as information is received. 

Please also note that there is an Early Response Team training set for September 22 at Pierce 
Chapel UMC in Midland and October 13 at Park Avenue UMC in Valdosta. These trainings will 
help equip individuals and teams to respond in the immediate aftermath of a disaster such as this 
one. Click here for more information. 

UMCOR supplies needed 

UMCOR cleaning kits (buckets) will be needed in the weeks and months to come. Your church 
can collect and assemble cleaning kits, which is a great way to have all ages of your church 
involved in outreach. Instructions for the cleaning kit can be found here.  *Please note: The 
contents and instructions for relief supplies have changed in 2018, the UMCOR website provides 
you with updated information. 

Drop-off location list for cleaning kits 

We are grateful to the following churches for receiving assembled kits. Drop-off locations for 
cleaning kits through the end of October include: 

• Wesley UMC in Macon (4256 Hartley Bridge Rd, Macon, GA 31216). Please call the 
church office, (478) 781-0332, to make arrangements before dropping off your items. 

• Brunswick First UMC (1400 Norwich St, Brunswick, GA 31520). Please call the church 
office, (912) 265-4313, to make arrangements before dropping off your items. 

• Christ UMC in Albany (505 Byron Plantation Rd, Albany, GA 31721). Please call the 
church office, (229) 436-3373, to make arrangements before dropping off your items. 



• Calvary UMC, Swainsboro (421 S Main St, Swainsboro, GA 30401). Please contact Rev. 
Mark Miller, (706) 505-4196, to make arrangement before dropping off your items. 

• Grace UMC, Vidalia (1200 Aimwell Rd, Vidalia, GA 30474). Please contact the church 
office at  (912) 537-3973 to make arrangements before dropping off your items.  

“My prayers for those affected by this storm also include my gratitude to God for the well-
prepared emergency response teams in South Georgia,” said Bishop Lawson Bryan. “Whenever 
the storms of life are raging I thank God that the South Georgia Conference will be Alive 
Together in Christ and Alive Together in the World.” 

 

Conference invests in pastors, local churches through On Boarding 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Transition is tough, whether it’s getting a new appointment and moving to a new town and 
church or receiving a new pastor. Getting a jump start to help further the process can be an 
invaluable tool for all involved. 

The South Georgia Conference has embraced On Boarding, a corporate technique for getting a 
fast start in executive leadership through early, candid dialogue, assisted by an outside 
consultant. A corporate strategy that’s been adapted for ministry settings by Claire Bowen, a 
human resources specialist and Statesboro native, On Boarding is a simple process for clergy 
beginning a new appointment to boost their ministry and leadership in their new church. 

The Conference has two trained, certified facilitators, Allison Lindsey and Rev. Jay Hanson, and 
since June, nearly 30 pastors and local churches have utilized them and experienced the On 
Boarding process.  

“The process is very interactive and engaging for staff and/or laity and they really enjoy it,” said 
Lindsey, associate director of Connectional Ministries and a certified On Boarding facilitator. “It 
honors the collective wisdom of church leadership and gives the pastor a jump start on the 
knowledge and passion that the staff and laity have for their church. Everyone has the 
opportunity to start on the same page with the On Boarding experience and begin to work 
together for their church and the community.” 

Within two weeks of his arrival at Glennville United Methodist Church this past June, Rev. Jim 
Morrow, the church’s leadership, and much of the congregation went through the On Boarding 
process. 

While Rev. Morrow had already met many congregants and had several conversations and 
meetings, he felt that On Boarding would lead to deeper and more intentional times of learning. 



His priorities for On Boarding were building trust, allowing for open dialogue, and setting the 
tone for future communication. The experience of On Boarding helped facilitate those because 
they brought people together with a neutral facilitator, Lindsey, who led them through questions 
about their hopes and dreams, wants and needs, landmines and sensitive areas, deepest longings 
for the church, and more. 

The conversations that flowed out of the sessions were rich, meaningful, and deep, Rev. Morrow 
said, and, by being open and vulnerable during the experience, church leaders and members built 
deeper relationships with each other.   

“The biggest thing that we have now because of On Boarding is that we are more open and 
trusting with each other than I would expect three months in,” he said. “There’s still work and 
learning to do, for sure, but it usually takes a long, long time to get where we are now.” 

On Boarding is effective, he says, because it’s intentional and it brings people together for a 
common purpose, as partners who want to be successful together. 

“(On Boarding) names the fact that we’re in transition, it names the fact that I need your help, it 
names the fact that we need to learn together. It’s intentional instead of accidental. That’s so 
important,” Rev. Morrow said. “If you’re in transition, please make plans to do this. It will 
benefit your life together in ministry more than you can imagine. It’s an amazing way to begin.” 

Rev. Jonathan Fuller’s new appointment at Warwick United Methodist Church started well, but 
he knew that On Boarding would be a beneficial, informative process for him and the church 
leadership to go through.  

“We all felt like we were off to a great start, but this really solidified it and helped us navigate 
our path forward,” he said of On Boarding. “It was very beneficial. I knew beyond a shadow of a 
doubt that we were on the same page.” 

Irv Butler, a member of Warwick UMC’s trustees committee, has participated in On Boarding at 
the corporate level but this was his first experience with a church. Having a large percentage of 
the church’s leadership meeting together with the new senior pastor was great, he said. 

“The sooner you do this process the more it puts everyone at ease,” he said. “It’s a great 
opportunity to meet and get to know people early on, and I thought the process was very good. I 
would recommend it to any church.” 

Rev. Fuller believes that every clergy with a new appointment should go through the On 
Boarding experience with their new congregation’s leadership.  

“It sets you up for success,” he said. “If you want your pastor and your leadership to gel, it’s 
imperative. For the Church to be effective in making disciples it’s imperative to get off on the 
right foot. It was an invaluable resource for us. We were in a great situation in the beginning, but 



having this On Boarding session was so useful, and I’m glad we did it. I’m still having people 
stop me and tell me how glad they are that we did it and how they will do it again when there’s 
another transition, though we hope that’s not for a long while! We all see the purpose behind it.” 

The South Georgia Conference, through the Office of Connectional Ministries, offers flexible 
ways for churches of all sizes to utilize On Boarding when receiving a new pastor. For more 
information, contact Allison Lindsey at allison@sgaumc.com or 912-393-5524. 

 

Young adults are invited to 'Discover' 

Discover is a weekend event designed for young adults (ages 18-25) who would like to learn 
more about different ways of serving God's Kingdom. Participants will meet a variety of 
ministers who live out their call in diverse ways such as counseling, worship leading, graphic 
design, pastoring local churches, and more. Participants will also learn about ways to pursue the 
call from different seminary representatives, the candidacy process, Young Clergy Academy and 
Generation Transformation from GBGM. We believe that everyone is called to do incredible 
things for God's Kingdom. Discover God's unique call for this season of your life. This event is 
made possible by the Young Clergy Initiative Grant, a partnership of the North and South 
Georgia Annual Conferences. Registration is $100. For more information and to sign up, 
visit www.umcommission.org/discoverevent. The deadline to register is October 3. 
Click here to read a letter from Bishop Lawson Bryan 

 

Wesleyan College announces inauguration date of 25th president, Dr. Vivia 
Fowler 

The inauguration of Wesleyan College’s 25th president Dr. Vivia Lawton Fowler will be held 
Saturday, Oct. 20, 2018, at 11 a.m. in the Porter Family Memorial Auditorium, 4760 Forsyth 
Road, Macon. Following a nationwide search, Fowler assumed her position as president on July 
1, 2017, after having served the College for a decade as provost and vice president for academic 
affairs. Fowler earned her Ph.D. in psychological and philosophical foundations of education at 
the University of South Carolina in 1994, her master’s degree in religion at Lutheran Theological 
Southern Seminary, and her bachelor’s degree at Columbia College.   

Fowler brings to the position significant experience in higher education, particularly liberal arts 
higher education for women. She has almost 30 years of award-winning experience at two 
United Methodist women’s colleges as professor of religion and academic administrator, 
including more than 10 years of leadership at Wesleyan College. In 1980, she was consecrated as 
a diaconal minister and is now an ordained deacon in The United Methodist Church. 



As provost, Fowler led Wesleyan’s efforts to acquire a Confucius Institute which has brought 
many programs and activities that expand the reach of Wesleyan’s campus throughout the state. 
Subsequently she applied for and received approval from the U.S. Department of State to 
establish an American Cultural Center at the College’s partner institution in China, Guangzhou 
University, which has enabled almost half of the faculty to travel to China to provide lectures 
through the American Cultural Center.   

She led the feasibility study for establishing the Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree at 
Wesleyan, which earned full approval in 2015. In 2010, she developed Wesleyan’s Academy for 
Lifelong Learning, a continuing education membership program for adults, and continues to 
serve as an instructor for the program. 

Fowler’s honors include Columbia College Omicron Delta Kappa Professor of the Year (1995), 
Columbia College Outstanding Professor (1996), S.C. Governor’s Distinguished Professor 
Award (1997), and The United Methodist Church’s Francis Asbury Award (2002). In 2009, 
Columbia College honored Fowler with its prestigious Medallion Award, the institution’s highest 
honor. The Medallion is presented annually to individuals whom Columbia College wishes to 
recognize for exceptional accomplishments, leadership, and service. She has been nationally 
recognized for her work to support and advance efforts to improve student learning and 
transitions into and through college. Currently she serves on the board of directors at Carlyle 
Place, The Tubman African American Museum, Georgia Women of Achievement, and Georgia 
Independent Colleges Association. 

The public is invited to join Wesleyan College for the following events during the inaugural 
week: 

Iran: Women Only, photographs by Randy H. Goodman 
Wednesday, October 17 – Friday, December 14; Opening Reception: Tuesday, October 16, 6 
p.m. 
Porter Fine Arts Building, East and West galleries 
During this critical time for Iran and the Middle East and as national and personal identities are 
being rebuilt, the contemporary photographs of Randy Goodman reflect change, especially in the 
role of women in Iran. Over the course of four trips and 35 years of travel to Iran, this 
international photojournalist provides insights into a new cultural landscape. This exhibit of 35 
photographs and the compelling story of Goodman’s reports from Iran will challenge the 
perception of the everyday life of women in Iran. 

Presentations: Celebrating Faculty Scholarship, Wednesday, October 17, various times and 
locations across campus 

Wesleyan Faculty Concert, Thursday, October 18, 7 p.m., Porter Auditorium 

Worship Service, Saturday, October 20, 9 a.m., Pierce Chapel 



The Inauguration of Dr. Vivia L. Fowler, Saturday, October 20, 11 a.m., Porter Auditorium 

 

Slow down 

OUR CONNECTION MATTERS 
NITA CRUMP 

35Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a 
solitary place, where he prayed. 36Simon and his companions went to look for him, 37and when 
they found him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for you!” Mark 1:35-37 

Years ago, as a nursing home administrator, I served that was part of a national chain. The home 
office was in Texas. Keep in mind that this was in the late 80s. The best option for being timely 
with required reports was to put them in snail mail several days before the due date. If we ran 
late, we could at least tell the home office, “the report’s in the mail.”  

And then FedEx came along. We could prepare our reports and send them overnight. I looked at 
FedEx suspiciously, knowing it was going to mean more haste and less reflection on the goal of 
providing medical care for 120 people. It did. We would get calls requesting a report be 
completed and sent via FedEx that afternoon so management could review the report tomorrow.  
And then a new day arrived. I walked in from lunch one day and my secretary was beaming. We 
had a new tool to use in the office! It had arrived with instructions during lunch. She was so 
excited. We were moving into the modern age! I shook my head and said, “Remember what 
happened when they gave us the FedEx account number? They wanted things tomorrow. Now 
they’ll want things even faster.”   

And that’s exactly what the fax machine brought – demands that information be provided even 
quicker, faster, sooner. Send a fax in the morning and ask for the information by 5 p.m. Oh no, 
too slow. Send a fax overnight so that it’s waiting for the office to open at 8 a.m. and ask for the 
information by noon (our time, not Texas time). Oh my! We tried to balance providing care with 
demands for instant information. What we were left with was less time to reflect on the needs of 
the residents as we spent more time meeting the needs of the home office.    

Mail, FedEx, fax, email, and now texting. The speedometer of life continues to trend faster. 
Information is sent faster so that answers can be received more quickly. Do something. Decide 
now. Do it now! Hurry or you might miss something!    

Jesus knew what it was like to be rushed. Being rushed meant that people crowded around him 
so thickly that it was difficult for anyone to get through and a sick woman had to trust that 
touching the hem of his garment would make a difference. Being rushed meant there were 
always people who wanted the latest, greatest miracle. Being rushed meant that the disciples 



panicked when Jesus couldn’t be found because people were asking questions that they couldn’t 
answer without Him.   

Jesus knew that the only way to survive being rushed was to spend time with the Father 
reflecting on his plan. I think we should remember what Jesus knew to be true – connecting with 
the Father is the only way to survive the rush of life no matter what century one lives in. So slow 
down. Catch your breath. Put your phone down. (Unless you have a Bible app on your phone.) 
Open your Bible and read for a few minutes. Find time to pray. Share the desires of your heart 
with the One who loves you the most and reflect on His reply. Attend to the need for a deep and 
abiding relationship with the Lord instead of the needs of the world. The world will wait and 
you’ll be better equipped to handle whatever it sends your way!   

Dr. Nita Crump serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Contact her 
at nitac@sgaumc.com.  

 

Encouragement Matters  

Dr. Hal Brady 

The National Day of Encouragement occurs every year in the United States on September 12. 
This special day started in 2007 at Harding University in Searcy, Ark. and is intended as a day 
dedicated to the uplifting of those around us. The idea, of course, is for Americans to make 
specific acts of encouragement by words and deeds to others on this specific day, with the hope 
that this way of living will become a reality in our everyday lives. The point of this National Day 
of Encouragement is that encouragement matters, and it really does. 

Now, the church has no difficulty in remembering the Apostle Paul, but it has a tendency to 
forget the one who encouraged Paul. I’m talking about Barnabas, one of the greatest witnesses of 
the early church. 

How much do we actually know about Barnabas? He’s introduced first as “Joseph, a Levite, a 
native of Cyprus.” The fact that he was a Levite means that he was part of the religious 
establishment and could have been quite narrow in his outlook. But he wasn’t. Rather, he was a 
man of great openness and graciousness. 

Without going into deep biblical detail, Barnabas means “son of encouragement,” and he was 
known by both word and deed for encouraging others. When people in the town of Antioch 
began believing in Jesus, the church fathers in Jerusalem sent Barnabas to help them. He helped 
them both by his spirit of gladness and his encouragement. In reference to Barnabas, the Book of 
Acts says, “He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith” (Acts 11:24). 
Encouragement matters. 



I am of the opinion that everybody needs a word of encouragement every day. I am also of the 
opinion that a person’s hopeful words can change the lives of others. 

As the noted Harvard psychologist William James observed, “The deepest principle of human 
nature is the craving to be appreciated.” 

Perhaps no other thing encourages a child more than an honest and sincere compliment. It 
enables a child to love life, seek achievement, and grow in confidence. 

In “The Positive Discipline of Praise” Ruth Hayward relates how she tried to correct her 
daughter’s poor handwriting. It was a constant struggle between them. During the middle of the 
girl’s third year in school there was a change in teachers. After the first day the daughter came 
home excited about the teacher’s saying: “She told me I can write well. I wasn’t scared of her. 
Everybody said she would find something good about us all.” From that day, her daughter 
enjoyed school. She became eager to please when she was praised. 

There’s a lot of hurting going on in our world, and we never know when a word of 
encouragement will brighten a person’s day. At the end of our days it won’t matter much how 
many times we have been “right” in arguments with other people. What will finally matter is 
whether we encouraged other people. As I mentioned, people around us are tired, lonely, 
anxious, angry, and hurting. What they need is not an argument but some encouragement. 

In the book “Upon This Rock,” Rev. Youngblood says, “Many have the Lord, but my own life 
with Christ forces me to confess that even when you’ve got the Lord, every now and then you 
need somebody else. That is not against the Lord. But sometimes you need another mortal. You 
just never need another piece of flesh and blood talkin’ to you. It doesn’t mean that the Lord is 
short ... Along with the Lord, we just need somebody else.” And we do!  

Addressing the 2018 LaGrange College graduating class, Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson, resident 
Bishop of the North Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church, gave the graduates a 
significant word of encouragement. She concluded her message with these words, “You, 
graduating class of 2018, are instruments in God’s hand. I leave you to God’s care. Listen well 
and go as God leads you. You are God’s finest gift to the world. Go transform it with your 
giftedness.” 

That’s also God’s direction and encouragement to us all. Encouragement matters. 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and 
offer encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries 
(halbradyministries.com). 

 

God Created Family 



Fall Quarter: God’s World and God’s People 
Unit 1: God Created the World 

Sunday school lesson for the week of September 23, 2018 
By Dr. Nita Crump 

Lesson Scripture: Genesis 2:18-24 
Key Verse: Genesis 2:24 

Purpose: To celebrate the fact that we have been created to live in relationship with God and 
human beings. 

Paul Simon sings: “I am a rock, I am an island….” The song closes with the words that, I 
believe, give us the reason for the song: “A rock feels no pain and an island never cries.” Sadness 
pervades the words of that song. The singer wants no connection, no friendship, no relationship.  
Instead he wants to remain inside his fortress so that none may come close enough to cause him 
pain. When we think about being alone, often we default to the understanding of loneliness 
found in these words – aloneness is an antidote to the pain that relationships bring. 

Throughout Genesis 1, God pronounced his creation good. Now we find in verse 18 the first time 
God said that something was not good.  God determined that being alone was not good for the 
human he had created. In order for us to go deeper in this thought, we need to lay aside our 
normal interpretation of aloneness – that it is directly connected to romantic relationships. We 
need to approach this scripture and allow it to speak to us about relationships in general. 

In Genesis 1:26, God created humanity in his image so that they might rule over the creation. In 
Genesis 2:18, as God determined that the human’s aloneness was not good, he presented all of 
creation but did not find a suitable helper for Adam. Once again, he created with more than 
words. He took a portion of the human he had already created and used it to create another being.  
Calling her woman was a way of identifying her as human as opposed to an animal or another 
form of created being.  

This short passage has been interpreted by many to mean that because the woman was created 
from the man as a helper to him, she was a lesser being. We often interpret helper to mean aide, 
assistant, gopher. We think of persons who have the more menial tasks in an office or work 
setting. However, a study of the word translated helper indicates that the word is commonly used 
as a reference to God himself, indicating that the helper is the stronger one in the pair. The 
phrase often used in translations of Genesis 2 is “helper that is suitable.” A good translation of 
this phrase might be companion or counterpart. God created a counterpart who would help Adam 
with the work of caring for the garden and in so doing, he also created a relationship between 
two humans that would have the potential for bearing his image.  



What does it mean for humans to live in relationship with each other? What does it mean to be 
family? Families come in a multitude of shapes and sizes. People can be in relationships created 
by blood, marriage, adoption, friendship, and the ties that bind the faithful together in Christian 
congregations. Families are made of people who are committed to be in relationship with and 
offer true help to one another.   

What does it mean to live in relationship with the holy and almighty God, creator of all that is?  
What does God bring to a relationship with humanity? Everything. What do we bring to our 
relationship with the Lord? We should bring a response of love and gratitude to the one who 
created us and who offers us grace, mercy, forgiveness, and love and all in overwhelming 
abundance. Should that same response be reflected in our relationships with others? Absolutely!   

The April 2017 issue of The Atlantic Monthly had an article entitled “Breaking Faith.” This 
article surprised me. It was not a recitation of why declining worship attendance and religious 
participation was a good thing. It was, instead, a reflection on how declining worship attendance 
and religious participation was being reflected in society through greater intolerance, conflict, 
and societal insurrection. Hmmm. Didn’t see that one coming. On reflection, it makes sense.  
Christianity teaches that all are a part of the creation that God named as good. Those who would 
follow the example of Christ learn they should love one another as much as they love themselves 
and forgive as God has forgiven them. These attributes, when allowed to permeate society, create 
respectful and compassionate relationships even between those who disagree. Respect and 
compassion lead to civility, a trait that is growing less and less evident in our society.   

In the last lesson on being created in God’s image, we considered what it meant to be created in 
God’s image – to carry the essence of God with us, to serve as his representatives in the world, 
and to be a vessel through which he can accomplish his work. The relationships we have with 
other humans, especially our family members, should reflect our relationship with God and the 
image that we carry of him. Do our relationships with others reflect God to the world around us?  
Can God work through our relationships to show the world what it means to be loving and 
gracious to others?   

God created us to live in relationship with him and with other human beings. I pray that we will 
allow our relationships with family, friends, and those who are part of our Christian families to 
be vessels through which God can show the world that grace, compassion, and respect are still 
viable ways of relating to others.   

(Information in this article was drawn from The New Application Commentary, Genesis, From 
biblical text…to contemporary life, John H. Walton, p 176-193 and from the Teacher’s Edition 
of the Adult Bible Studies, Uniform Series, International Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching.) 

Dr. Nita Crump serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 
nitac@sgaumc.com.  



 

God Creates; Humans Sin 

Fall Quarter: God’s World and God’s People 
Unit 1: God Created the World 

Sunday school lesson for the week of September 30, 2018 
By Dr. Nita Crump 

Lesson Scripture: Genesis 3:8-17, 20-24 
Key Verse: Genesis 3:23 

Purpose: To be heartbroken that human sin has violated God’s intentions for creation. 

The following definitions come from dictionary.com. Sin: 1) transgression of divine law; 2) any 
act regarded as such a transgression, especially a willful or deliberate violation of some religious 
or moral principle; and 3) any reprehensible or regrettable action, behavior, lapse, etc.; great fault 
or offense. Mistake: 1) an error in action, calculation, opinion, or judgment caused by poor 
reasoning, carelessness, insufficient knowledge, etc.; and 2) a misunderstanding or 
misconception. 

When we read the story told in Genesis 3, it’s easy to point at Eve and think about the terrible sin 
she committed. Countless people have spent innumerable hours debating the nature of her sin.  
Was it pride in that she wanted to be like God? Was it the desire to be in charge of her own 
destiny instead of following God’s command? Or was it, perhaps, just a mistake? The kind of 
mistake that can happen when one doesn’t know God’s Word well?  

Does any answer to the above questions change the fact that Eve sinned, Adam followed suit, 
and both refused to take responsibility for their actions? No. And because of their actions sin 
became a part of every human life and fear entered the world. Humans were put out of the 
garden, away from the tree of eternal life, and more importantly, away from time spent walking 
in the cool of the evening in the presence of God.   

Just in case you’re wondering, sin is still present in the world today. If you’ve spent any time 
interacting with the news lately, you have watched, heard, and read news that demonstrates that 
sin is real. So, too, is the human desire to make someone or something else responsible for our 
sin or to find some way to lesson our sin in the eyes of others. We freely talk about our mistakes 
but seldom acknowledge that many of those mistakes are truly sins. It makes us feel less guilty to 
say that we were careless, or made an error, instead of saying that we willfully transgressed 
God’s divine law. Reducing sin to the level of a mistake allows us to no longer feel shame about 
our sins. We rationalize our behavior and create excuses for our actions without acknowledging 
that our sinful behavior dishonors the holy and almighty God who created us. When we sin, we 



show that we are citizens of a fallen world. The war between good and evil continues with us on 
the wrong side. There are serpent’s teeth marks all over our increasingly volatile world. This is 
not what God intended for us. 

In “Mere Christianity” C.S. Lewis wrote that we all have an inner sense of fair play. St. 
Augustine wrote that because we were made for God, our hearts are restless until they rest in 
him. We were created in God’s image to live in relationship with God and with other humans. 
We long for those relationships to be restored. Such restoration can only happen when we admit 
that we sin and acknowledge that we cannot do anything to save ourselves from ourselves. We 
don’t need to be saved from our mistakes, we need to be saved from our sins.   

Sin prevents the blessings of the relationships in which we were created to live from being fully 
realized in our lives. We hide from God rather than admit that we need him desperately. We fear 
his ability to see the sin in our lives. When you fear God’s reaction to your sin, read verses 14 – 
17. Even in this story of the first sinful actions, we find grace. God cursed the ground and the 
snake, but not the humans. Oh, there were consequences that they had to live with and through.  
We live with those same consequences today. But Adam and Eve were not cursed. The blessing 
of a close relationship with God remains possible if we’re willing to acknowledge our sinfulness 
and our need for a restored relationship with God.  

The good news is that the God of all creation is also the God of grace, salvation, and redemption.  
Grace is God’s commitment to love us despite our sins. Salvation is offered to all who admit to 
being sinners in need of God’s grace. Redemption leads to a restored relationship with God. I 
pray that God will allow the sins in my life to break my heart into so many pieces that only he 
can bring healing and restoration. Will you join me in that prayer for your life also?  

(Information in this article was drawn from The New Application Commentary, Genesis, From 
biblical text…to contemporary life, John H. Walton, p 222-258 and from the Teacher’s Edition 
of the Adult Bible Studies, Uniform Series, International Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching.) 

Dr. Nita Crump serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 
nitac@sgaumc.com.  

 

OBITUARIES  

Mrs. Betty Frances Gilbert 
On Tuesday, September 4, 2018, Betty Frances Hagan Gilbert (widow of the Rev. Emory C. 
Gilbert Sr.), loving wife and mother of two, passed away at the age of 89. She was born in 
Savannah, Georgia to Frank A. Hagan and Frances Oree Hunter Hagan on January 13, 1929. 

Mrs. Gilbert attended schools in Titusville, Florida and graduated high school from Savannah 
High in 1946. She worked for seven years at the Citizens & Southern Bank in Savannah before 



marrying the Rev. Emory Carter Gilbert on June 8, 1952. Mrs. Gilbert was deeply involved in 
her role as a minister’s wife. She was active in the Prayer Ministry, Older Adults and a member 
of the Fellowship-Jesus is Lord Class. She was chosen as the 1997 Quiet Disciple by the United 
Methodist Women, of which she became a member in 1947. She was also honored as Woman of 
the Year at East Highland Church. She volunteered for 20 years at Callaway Gardens Chapel and 
Butterfly Center. She enjoyed reading, gardening, arranging flowers, crafts, collecting 
cookbooks, traveling and bird watching. She greeted each day with joy and a servant heart, 
always placing the needs of others before her own. 

She is survived by her son Emory Carter Gilbert (Cheryl); daughter Debra Gilbert Comeaux 
(Kenny); three granddaughters, Tricia, Tiffany and Christy; great grandson, Carter T. Keefe. The 
family will miss her greatly but celebrate her reunion with her beloved husband and her God. 

Services were held Thursday, September 6, 2018 at 2:30 p.m. at St. Luke UMC in Columbus. 
Rev. Robert Beckum, Rev. Dick Reese, Rev. Mark Sasser, Rev. Robin Lee Fitch and Rev. John 
Fugh Jr. officiated. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in Mrs. Gilbert’s name to the 
Methodist Home for Children and Youth, 304 Pierce Avenue, Macon, Georgia 31204. 

Fond memories and condolences may be offered at www.shcolumbus.com.  

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – September 2018 

9/03 – Fred Foster: 1964 Madison Hwy.; Quitman, GA 31643 
9/03 – Guy Mathis, Jr.: 1108 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709 
9/04 – Earl James: 310 Avondale Circle; Warner Robins, GA 31088 
9/05 – Mark Kase: 1100 Arthur J. Moore Dr., Unit 102; St Simons Island, GA 31522 
9/05 – Gene Yelverton: 6345 Concord Church Rd.; Ellaville, GA 31806 
9/06 – Cecil Hazen: 515 Ferncliff Terrace; Macon, GA 31204 
9/09 – Richard Soper: 229 Victorian Lake Dr.; Brunswick, GA 31525 
9/13 – Bernie Khaw: 150 Myrtle Ave., Apt. 2205; Brooklyn, NY 11201 
9/14 – Tom Johnson, Sr.: PO Box 127; Oxford, GA 30054 
9/15 – Ted Bass: 133 Brieghton Ct.; Macon, GA 31210 
9/15 – Elick Bullington, Jr.: Lakeside Senior Care; 1025 N Chester Ave.; Douglas, GA 31533 
9/16 – William Berry, Sr.: 405 Brookside Dr.; Augusta, GA 30904 
9/16 – Bob Norwood: 946 Old Wadley Rd.; Swainsboro, GA 30401 
9/16 – Ray Youngblood: 214 Lee St.; North Augusta, SC 29841 
9/18 – Burns Willis: 1815 E. Washington St.; Thomasville, GA 31792 
9/19 – Dan Pegram: 112 Tahoe Dr.; Pooler, GA 31323 
9/19 – Wayne Moseley: 29 William E. Moseley Rd.; Collins, GA 30421 
9/20 – James Trice, Jr.: 5300 Zebulon Rd.; Garden Home 31; Macon, GA 31210 
9/21 – Robert Herrington, Sr.: 185 S. Sixth St.; Cochran, GA 31014 
9/21 – Virgil Lee: 208 Yorkshire Crescent; Thomasville, GA 31792 
9/22 – Edwin Chase: 70 Shipwatch Rd.; Savannah, GA 31410 
9/22 – Eddie Ratcliffe: 3232 Rosewood Ave.; Brunswick, GA 31520 



9/23 – Steve Posey: 1443 Edwin Phillips Rd.; Reidsville, GA 30453 
9/26 – John Irwin: 109 Deer Run Dr.; Macon, GA 31220 
9/26 – Larry Sauls: 1691 Church Loop Rd.; Rockledge, GA 30454 
9/27 – James Boyd: 112 Asbury St.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 
9/27 – Andy Brownley: 34 South Broad St.; Alamo, GA 30411 
9/28 – Donna Jordan: 404 Brentwood Dr.; Dublin, GA 31021 
9/28 – William Ryan: 2138 Red Bank Circle; Sevierville, TN 37876 
9/30 – Dennis Stalvey: PO Box 685; Americus, GA 31709 

 

Scripture Readings – September 18 

Sept. 23 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 31:10-31 
Psalm 1 (UMH 738) 
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
Mark 9:30-37 

Sept. 30 
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Ester 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 
Psalm 124 (UMH 846) 
James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50 

Oct. 7 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
Job 1:1; 2:1-10 
Psalm 26 or Psalm 25 (UMH 756) 
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 
Mark 10:2-16 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 9/18/2018 edition 

Way Forward Report Conversations with Bishop Bryan, Southwest District – Sept. 18 
Bishop Bryan invites laity and clergy in the Southwest District to join him to discuss the Way 
Forward report from 6:30 pm until 8 pm at Avalon UMC in Albany. Click here for more 
information about the Way Forward. 



Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training, Midland – Sept. 22 
An ERT and Chainsaw training will be held Saturday, Sept. 22 at Pierce Chapel UMC in 
Midland. Register here. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to 
respond in the immediate aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. 
At the training, participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the 
course will receive an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before 
receiving badges. Please provide proof of background check. Safe Sanctuaries background 
checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the cost. *Chainsaw training requirements: 
complete and pass ERT training offered in the morning or hold current ERT badge. Cost for 
chainsaw training only is $12. If taken following the ERT class in the morning $6. The cost 
includes your textbook and badge. This chainsaw training will be demonstration and lecture 
style. There must be 6 participants for a chainsaw course to make. ERT training time: 8:30 a.m. - 
1 p.m.; Chainsaw training time: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. To schedule an ERT training/chainsaw training, 
please contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com. 

Magnolia Manor’s John R. Batts Memorial Golf Classic, Macon – Oct. 8 
Magnolia Manor will host a golf tournament at the Idle Hour Country Club in Macon on Oct. 8 
at 8 a.m. The proceeds will go towards Magnolia Manor’s emergency generator fund to help 
residents during emergencies. For more information and to register, visit 
www.magnoliamanor.com/events/golfclassic/.  

General Conference Delegation Listening Post Session, Brunswick – Oct. 11 
South Georgia’s General Conference delegation will host three listening post sessions to provide 
South Georgia clergy and laity the opportunity to share their thoughts and take part in the Way 
Forward conversation. This Listening Post session will be held Thursday, Oct. 11 from 10 a.m. 
until noon at The Chapel in Brunswick. The events will be structured to allow time for anyone 
wishing to speak to have a chance to do so. Delegation members will not make presentations or 
answer questions but will be present to listen. Registration is not necessary to attend or 
participate. For more information, visit www.sgaumc.org/delegation2019.  

Early Response Team and Chainsaw Training, Valdosta – Oct. 13 
An ERT and Chainsaw training will be held Saturday, Sept. 22 at Park Avenue UMC in 
Valdosta. Register here. Early Response Team Trainings help equip individuals and teams to 
respond in the immediate aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. 
At the training, participants will receive an ERT Training Manual and upon completing the 
course will receive an UMCOR ID Badge and a T-shirt. Background checks are required before 
receiving badges. Please provide proof of background check. Safe Sanctuaries background 
checks are applicable. Lunch is also included in the cost. *Chainsaw training requirements: 
complete and pass ERT training offered in the morning or hold current ERT badge. Cost for 
chainsaw training only is $12. If taken following the ERT class in the morning $6. The cost 
includes your textbook and badge. This chainsaw training will be demonstration and lecture 
style. There must be 6 participants for a chainsaw course to make. ERT training time: 8:30 a.m. - 



1 p.m.; Chainsaw training time: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. To schedule an ERT training/chainsaw training, 
please contact Luis Morales at morhilll@gmail.com. 

Magnolia Manor’s Low Country Boil, St. Marys – Oct. 13 
Join Magnolia Manor for its eighth annual Low Country Boil on Oct. 13 at the St. Marys 
campus. The seating times are at 5:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. The money raised from this event will 
go towards their emergency generator fund to help residents during emergencies. For more 
information, visit www.magnoliamanor.com/events/lowcountryboil/.  

General Conference Delegation Listening Post Session, Macon – Oct. 17 
South Georgia’s General Conference delegation will host three listening post sessions to provide 
South Georgia clergy and laity the opportunity to share their thoughts and take part in the Way 
Forward conversation. This Listening Post session will be held Wednesday, Oct. 17 from 10 a.m. 
until noon at Centenary UMC in Macon. The events will be structured to allow time for anyone 
wishing to speak to have a chance to do so. Delegation members will not make presentations or 
answer questions but will be present to listen. Registration is not necessary to attend or 
participate. For more information, visit www.sgaumc.org/delegation2019.  

DISCOVER – October 19-21 
Discover is a weekend event designed for young adults (ages 18-25) who would like to learn 
more about different ways of serving God's Kingdom. Participants will meet a variety of 
ministers who live out their call in diverse ways such as counseling, worship leading, graphic 
design, pastoring local churches, and more. Participants will also learn about ways to pursue the 
call from different seminary representatives, the candidacy process, Young Clergy Academy and 
Generation Transformation from GBGM. We believe that everyone is called to do incredible 
things for God's Kingdom. Discover God's unique call for this season of your life. This event is 
made possible by the Young Clergy Initiative Grant, a partnership of the North and South 
Georgia Annual Conferences. Registration is $100. For more information and to sign up, 
visit www.umcommission.org/discoverevent. The deadline to register is October 3.    

UMW Annual Meeting – Oct. 20 
South Georgia’s United Methodist Women will celebrate 46 years of mission and ministry on 
Saturday, Oct. 20 at Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner Robins. Visit 
www.sgaumc.org/umw for more information. 

Magnolia Manor’s Superhero 5K, Fun Run, and Love Walk, Americus – Oct. 20 
On Oct. 20, Magnolia Manor in Americus will host the tenth annual 5K, Fun Run, and Love 
Walk. Check-in and registration begin at 8 a.m. The proceeds will benefit The League of the 
Good Samaritan, Magnolia Manor’s benevolent fund. The League helps fulfill Magnolia 
Manor’s founders’ promise that “no one having chosen to come to Magnolia Manor would ever 
have to leave if, by no fault of their own, they were unable to pay.” To be a superhero for their 
residents, visit www.magnoliamanor.com/events/superhero/. 



Vashti Day – Oct. 21 
Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special offering to support the 
ministry of The Vashti Center, Inc. To learn more about Vashti and its great ministry, visit 
www.vashti.org.  

Laity Sunday – Oct. 21 
Laity Sunday, celebrated on the third Sunday of October of each year, will be Oct. 21, 2018. On 
Laity Sunday, we celebrate that we are all called, laity as well as clergy, to go and make disciples 
in a world so desperately in need of hope through our humble service. Jesus modeled the process 
for us in Mark 10:45, and Thomas Coke and Francis Asbury lived it out in their own lives. 
Therefore, go! Click here for more information from Discipleship Ministries / Download Laity 
Sunday brochure (pdf) 

General Conference Delegation Listening Post Session, Cordele – Oct. 25 
South Georgia’s General Conference delegation will host three listening post sessions to provide 
South Georgia clergy and laity the opportunity to share their thoughts and take part in the Way 
Forward conversation. This Listening Post session will be held Thursday, Oct. 25 from 10 a.m. 
until noon at Cordele First UMC. The events will be structured to allow time for anyone wishing 
to speak to have a chance to do so. Delegation members will not make presentations or answer 
questions but will be present to listen. Registration is not necessary to attend or participate. For 
more information, visit www.sgaumc.org/delegation2019.  

Wesleyan Covenant Association Regional Event at Harvest Church – Nov. 4 
Harvest Church is hosting a Wesleyan Covenant Association Regional Event on Sunday, Nov. 4 
at 5 p.m. The WCA will give an update on the status of the Church and possible responses to 
General Conference 2019. All are welcome. Harvest Church is located at 3322 GA Hwy 41 N.; 
Byron, GA 31008. 

Magnolia Manor South Quail Hunt, Sylvester – Nov. 9 
The inaugural Magnolia Manor South Quail Hunt will be held at Southern Woods Plantation in 
Sylvester, Ga. This event starts at 8:30 a.m. for morning hunters and 11:30 a.m. for afternoon 
hunters. The money raised from this event will go towards an emergency generator fund to help 
residents during emergencies. For more details, visit 
www.magnoliamanor.com/events/southquailhunt/.  

Wesleyan College Sunday – Nov. 11 
Each local United Methodist Church in South Georgia is encouraged to take up a special offering 
to support the ministry of Wesleyan College in Macon. To learn more about Wesleyan College, 
visit www.wesleyancollege.edu.  

Wesley Glen Ministries’ Golf Tournament – Nov. 12 
Join Wesley Glen for their annual golf tournament, held at the Brickyard Golf Club in Macon. 
Visit www.wesleyglenministries.com/ for more information.  



United Methodist Student Day – Nov. 25 
The United Methodist Student Day Special Sunday Offering helps provide funds for scholarships 
and loans for United Methodist students. Student Day gifts make a real difference for those who 
hope to attend college. Ninety percent (90%) of the offering goes toward funding the many 
scholarships and loans administered by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
(www.gbhem.org) and 10 percent (10%) stays within our state and goes to Georgia UM-related 
schools for merit scholarships. Contact the Georgia Commission on Higher Education and 
Collegiate Ministry (770-854-7283 or www.umcommission.org) or visit www.umcgiving.org for 
more information and promotional materials.   

 

Asbury Memorial UMC announces 2018 God on Broadway worship series lineup  

Submitted by Asbury Memorial UMC 

Join Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church in Savannah where the popular “God on 
Broadway” series will continue every Sunday this October. The special worship services will 
combine sermons with Broadway musical themes featuring songs from the musicals in 
celebration of God’s Word. Sunday worship services begin at 11:15 a.m. at Asbury Memorial 
United Methodist Church, 1008 Henry St.; Savannah, GA. 

God on Broadway will kick off Sunday, Oct. 7 with “Mary Poppins,” followed by “My Fair 
Lady” on Oct. 14. The series will continue with “Singin’ in the Rain” on Oct. 21 and will 
conclude with the story of an unlikely partnership between a shoe factory owner and a cabaret 
performer in “Kinky Boots” on Oct. 28.  

The vibrant Asbury Memorial choir will perform selections from these Broadway musicals under 
the direction of Minister of Music, Ray Ellis. Reverend Billy Hester offers stimulating, and 
sometimes amusing, sermons that blend themes from the musicals and biblical texts. 

“The church looks forward to the special opportunities for worship that God on Broadway 
provides every year,” says Minister of Music Ray Ellis. “It’s such a unique way for us to share 
God’s love. We hope the community will join us to experience these wonderful worship services, 
as we aim to make every year better than the last.” 

Rev. Hester and his wife, Cheri, have acting experience from both on and off Broadway, and 
they love using their talents and their former careers to enhance the worship experience. God on 
Broadway has been a mainstay at the church since 2005 and, each year, it draws sizable 
attendance of individuals who appreciate the innovative approach to sharing the Gospel and 
Christ’s love. 

This series is free and open to the public. For more information or to view segments from 
past God on Broadway worship services, please visit the God on Broadway page 
at www.asburymemorial.org.  


